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SO-SO AMUSEMENT YEAR — 


AFA-BAA Put 
On Warpaint 


Decision expected Monday 


on N. Y.  jurisdiction— 
censure angle—‘raids,’ ete. 
e~.4 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.— Wednesday 
meeting of the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America to decide jurisdic- 
tion over former burlesque houses in 
New York ended with no decision. Com- 
plaint and request of the Burlesque 
Artists was heard and award is to be 
made Monday. American Federation of 
Actors brought up the point that it was 
not angling to take over jurisdictions 
not: within its scope. Feeling of the 
APA is that at every recent meeting of 
the Four A’s it has been unjustly ac- 
cused of jurisdictional raids. 

William J. Rapp, attorney and delegate 
for the AFA, told the meeting that the 
Association had been censured for telling 
the press that it would ask for BAA and 
chorus jurisdictions, but that the BAA 
had not been censured for calling the 
AFA a “racket” in a statement to The 
Billboard. Not very clear as to what is 
behind the intricate byplay going on 
within the walls of the Four A’s meet- 
ings, but opinion exists that one decid- 
ing element in the actions of the board 
is the fact that the AFA is the only 


(See AFA-BAA on page 119) 
Silver Life Card 
To Aid SLA Drive 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—The membership 
committee for the Showmen’s League of 
America has set the goal at 450 new 
members for the year 1938, and to those 
getting 100 or more members « gold life 
membership card will be awarded. In 
this connection Bernie Mendelson, of 
the O. Henry Tent and Awning Com- 
Pany, has pointed out that those who 
compete for the gold card often fall be- 
low the required quota of new members. 

(See SILVER LIFE on page 119) 


Lawyers Move Into 
4. A’s Reorganization 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—It seems as 
tho Four A’s (Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America) has been taken 
over by lawyers. 

At the Wednesday meeting there 
were 17 delegates and/or attorneys 
present. Six present were attorneys: 
Paul Turner, Four A’s counsel at 
$2,000 a year and also Equity’s chief 
counsel; Mrs. Rebecca Braunstein, 
Equity counsel and Turner’s associate; 
Mrs. Emily Holt, former Equity coun- 
sel and now counsel and director of 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists; L. Silverman, Burlesque Art- 
ists’ Association counsel; William J. 
Rapp, AFA counsel, and Henry Jaffee, 
counsel for the Screen Actors’ Guild 
branch here, the AFRA and also the 
American Guild of Musical Artists. 

Four A’s affairs are in such a tur- 
moil that the member unions are ap- 
parently afraid to show up without 
attorneys. 

Incidentally, the Four A’s, shares of- 
fices with Turner, who conducts his 
law practice there. That makes the 
Four A’s probably the only AFL union 
sharing an office suite with an at- 
torney. 


Show Business Reflects General 
Economic Tendencies of Nation 


* 
' Legit, vaude and burlesque hit hard during year—radio 
and night spots parallel general ups and downs—films 


do well—much activity on union front 


® 

NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—General economic conditions were reflected with rea- 
sonable accuracy in the various branches of show business thruout the year, with 
the amusement world experiencing the same ups and downs as the nation in 
general. That, of course, means that conditions weren’t any too hot, particularly 
for performers, many of whom found themselves out on the end of a cold, bare 
limb. Reflection of general ccnditions meant that show business as a whole built 
slowly from the depression depths during the spring, experienced the usual summer 


Tom Collins on 


lull and was then knocked for a loop 
when the market broke in the early fall. 
It hasn’t recovered and probably won't 
until things in general look a bit 
brighter. 

Pields socked hardest were legit, vaude 
and burlesque. Radio, tho. reflecting 
general conditions, went along smoothly 
enough and films did pretty well. Night 
clubs were probably the quickest to 
reflect economic ups and downs, @ 
(See AMUSEMENT YEAR on page 118) 


HASC Program; 


Record Attendance Expected 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec, 27.—Visiting 
showmen from all sections of the United 
States were meeting today at the Reid 
Hotel for the 18th annual convention 
of the Heart of America Showmen’s Club. 

President Abner K. Kline and Mrs. 
Myrtle Duncan, Ladies’ Auxiliary head, 
were greeting new and old friends and 
plans were being completed for the most 
lavish New Year's Eve celebration ever 
held by the HASC group. A celebration 
Friday night will climax and bring to a 
close the most successful convention in 
years. 

Carnival and circus men predominated 
in the group of approximately 400 visi- 
tors, but veterans of the State, vaude- 
ville circuits, amusement parks and night 
clubs also were represented. 


Meredith in as Ist V.-P.; 
May Start Equity Cleanup 


Appointed by council to fill Perkins’ vacant post—no 
president until June—Dullzell to remain—no paid as- 
sistant picked as yet—to “work toward unity” 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Appointment of Burgess Meredith as first vice-president 


of Actors’ Equity, with presidential duties, may result in a general cleaning up of 
the association. This much was indicated by one spokesman of the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America, who stressed the importance of Meredith getting an 
insight into the way the Equity wheels go round. Five months on the job is 
expected to tell the tale and also to reveal just how much work the office requires. 
Meredith this week said he would not remain in an executive office after the 
expiration of his term in June. He is 
not even faintly considering the idea of 


Tom Collins, who scored a smash hit 
at the recent Showmen’s League of Amer- 
ica banquet in Chicago with a rapid-fire 
talk in a definite humor vein, has been 
added to the program of acts to be seen 
at the party Friday night. Collins will 
speak on an original subject, in defense 
of loafing, which should be greeted with 
enthusiasm by attending showfolk He 
is Sunday and literary editor of The 
Kansas City Journal-Post, and his ap- 
pearance, in the opinion of Harry Dun- 
can, entertainment chairman, will be a 
high spot of the convention. 


Revival of Expo in Paris 


PARIS, Dec. 20.—Revival of Paris In- 
ternational Exposition next summer is 
practically assured thru approval, voted 
recently, of the commissions of finance 
and commerce, of the Chamber of Depu- 
ties, and finance committee of city coun- 
cil of Paris. 


Outdoor Press 
Club Formed 


Headquarters established 
in Tampa—Jack Dadswell 
is selected as president 


TAMPA, Fla., Dec. 25—An organiza- 
tion to further the interests of outdoor 
show press agents was formed here last 
night with the advent of the Outdoor 
Press Club, founded by a group of out- 
door press agents sojourning here and 
hereabouts during the off season. A per- 
manent headquarters was established 
at the Tampa Terrace Hotel, and Prank 
Winchell, formerly with the Rubin & 
Cherry Exposition, was appointed treas- 
urer and steward. 

Jack E. Dadswell, for the past four 
years press representative for the Royal 
American Shows, was voted to the presi- 
dency, and Walter Hale, Beckmann & 
Gerety scribe, was named vice-president. 
Starr De Belle, Johnny J. Jones Exposi- 
tion, was voted to the post of corre- 
sponding secretary, while Jarnes Malone, 
long identified with the Tllinois State 
Pair and the Florida State Fair, was 
given the office of second vice-president. 
Macon E. Willis, representing the Mam- 
moth Marine Hippodrome, will handle 
the field representation. 

The intent and purpose of the new 
(See OUTDOOR PRESS on page 118) 


Flat-Car Shows Face Hardship 
With Western Rail Rates Hiked 


ST. LOUIS, Dec. 25.—General agents 
and traffic managers of flat-car circuses 
and carnivals routing west of the Mis- 
sissippi River for the coming season find 
themselves faced with a tremendous 
hike in train mile rates. The consensus 
among them seems to be that if some- 
thing is not done immediately this in- 
crease, which will work a hardship on 
shows, is liable to become general. 

Por many years the railroads over the 


4 


retiring from the stage at the peak of 
his career. His job, as he sees it, is to 
“work toward unity,” foster the progres- 
sive movement and “to make Equity a 
leader in the extension of the theater 
nationally as well as in New York.” 


Setting up of a Federal Theater unit 
of Equity is definitely in the cards for 


(See MEREDITH IN on page 119) 


The Index 


and Additional GENERAL NEWS will be found on 
Page 30 


country have been giving shows fair 
rates and other concessions incident to 
the movements of show trains. This 
wholly unexpected hike in rates has the 
general agents and traffic managers con- 
verging here, at intervals, spurred to the 


(See FLAT-CAR SHOWS on page 119) 


AFM Convention Plans 


TAMPA, Fila., Dec. 25.—Arrangements 
have been completed for the annual con- 
vention of the American Federation of 
Musicians to be held here June 13 to 
19. The Floridian Hotel has been 
selected as delegate headquarters, with 
business meetings to be held at the 
Municipal Auditorium. Fred W. Birn- 
bach and Harry E. Trenton, APM secre- 
tary and treasurer, respectively, came 
here this week to confer with the local 
union heads on arrangements. 
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No Scenery But Chemical 
Ice for Skating Ballets 


Popularity of shows causes wonder as to costs—ice 
figured as $1 a square foot—500 capacity needed to 


pay off—presented as revues rather than exhibitions 


we 

NEW YORK, Dec. 27.—With ice ballets enjoying their biggest popularity ever, 
many theater, cafe and auditorium bookers are looking into the possibility of 
booking these shows. Biggest fears have been whether the cost of transportation, 
time needed for preparing the ice floor and cost of talent would be prohibitive. 
According to most of the owners of ice shows, a night spot must have a capacity 
of at least 500 before it can afford even a modest ice ballet. As for theaters and 
auditoria, most of them are large enough to afford such a show. For example, there’s 


the Ice Follies now at Madison Square 
Garden at 55 cents, $1.10 and $3.30 and 
doing near capacity business. It is billed 
and presented like a regular revue. Stars 
of its 50-people cast are Bess Ehrhardt 
and Roy Shipstedd, with Harris Legg 
Going the novelty stuff, Henry Brock 
the comedy and a large girl troupe doing 
the production numbers. More than 
ever before props and scenery are used 
and the ice is colored. With good light- 
ing the scene becomes a colorful pano- 
rama. In other words, the show is being 
sold as an entertainment rather than a 
sports exhibition. 


Typical of the smaller traveling ice 
ballet is that of Ben NuDyke, now at 


(See NO SCENERY on page 118) 


Radio Comies in 


“March of Time” 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—New issue of 
March of Time newsreel contains a se- 
quence on the “laugh industry,” show- 
ing how it has boomed owing to the de- 
velopment of radio. Some radio comics 
get as high as 75 laughs in one-half 
hour, and in the short span of six 
months a comic may spring more gags 
over the air than a noted old-time stage 
comedian delivered during his entire ca- 
reer. 


Shots show gag experts at work and 
how gags are made and filed. Some 
comics carefully analyze a recording of 
their program of the previous week in 
order to check up on just what caused 
the giggles. 

Among the gag specialists shown on 
the screen are Eddie Cantor, Phil Baker, 
Amos and Andy, Fred Allen, Eugene 
Conrad, Jack Benny and and 
Kingsley. 


Closed Agent Field 
Almost a Reality 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Theatrical un- 
ion officials this week revealed that a 
closed field for agents, predicted some 
months back in The Billboard, was near 
to becoming a reality. 


Henry Jaffe, attorney for American 
Federation of Radio Artists and other 
leading units within the Associated Ac- 
tors and Artistes, said that Screen Ac- 
tors’ Guild was already working on the 
problem, and that AFRA would tackle 
it as soon as basic contract negotiations 
were cleared. Pointed out that a list 
of approved agents would be a good 
thing for the profession. 

Actors’ Equity hes had such a list for 
years. 

With the Four A’s gradually moving 
in ‘this direction, and ti.e American Fed- 
eration of Musicians having an approved 
list of agents, indications are the field 
will be tight as a drum. 


French Musicians Threaten 
Strike Against Gov. Levy 


PARTS. Dec. 25.—Syndicate of Musi- 
cians this week threatened to pull their 
men out of all theaters and cafes Christ- 
mas Eve in the event Minister Georges 
Bonnet refused the Syndicate’s request 
that a special tax on cafe musicians be 
declared void. Basis of the plaint is 
alleged to be the wholesale discharging 

of orchestras by proprietors who cannot 
afford the levy. Unemployment situation 
is naturally aggravated. Strike if real- 
ized will affect not only theaters but 
also night clubs, cabarets and music 
halls. 


=—= 


Detroit Ork Booker 
Fronts His Own Ork 


DETROIT, Dec. 25.—Bernard Besman, 
manager of the ork department of 
American Attractions, local booking of- 
fice, is deserting his desk to take his 
own band out on a one-night string in 
Michigan. Starting Christmas night, he 
Plays successively in Flint, Lansing, 
Saginaw, Battle Creek and Jackson, re- 
turning for New Year’s Eve in the 
World’s Fair Ballroom at Eastwood 
Amusement Park, East Detroit. 

Besman is lining up dates for Lyman 
Barrow for college affairs. Route to 
cover Wisconsin and Minnesota, with a 
jump clear to Pennsylvania. Milt 
Bernie’s Band has been booked for New 
Year’s Eve at the Birmingham Golf and 
Country Club. 


Canton IATSE Elects 


CANTON, O., Dec. 25.—At the recent 
annual election of Canton Local No. 61, 
IATSE, the following officers were re- 
elected: John C. Walker, president; 
Harry Lane, vice-president; R. D. Leister, 
secretary-treasurer; Art Leedham, record- 
ing secretary; “Chuck” Schumacher, 
business agent; Jake Tishkoff, “Banty” 
Spahr and R. Schlimmer, trustees. 


Artef Scores Heavily 


With 


Dramatization of “Schweik”’ 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—As their second 
production of the current season the Ar- 
tef Players, Yiddish workers’ re re pre- 
sented a two-act satiric farce, The Good 
Soldier, Schweik, by Mark Schweid, 
adapted from Jaroslav Hasek’s novel, at 
their West 63d street theater, beginning 
December 21. Imaginatively staged, bril- 
liantly acted by a large and enthusiastic 


Agreement Reached 


On Chi ‘Tax Boost 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—New tax scale 
was finally agreed upon by the local tax 
committee and theater representatives 
this week, calling for a 25 per cent in- 
crease for houses charging 25 cents ad- 
mission; 60 per cent for those charging 
30 to 35 cents, and 100 per cent for a 
40-cent admish and over. 

All final arrangements will be made 
at another confab next week and the 
new ordinance is expected to go into 
effect within 10 days of its signing. Pres- 
ent tax scale calls for a $200 minimum. 
and a $1,250 maximum. 


Milwaukee Opera Clicks 


MILWAUKEE, Dec. 25.—Largest crowd 
on record to hear an opera at the Audi- 
torium here was reported December 14, 
when 4,846 people filled the building to 
listen to Walkuere by the Chicago Civic 
Opera Company. Joseph Grieb, Audito- 
rium manager, reported a sold-out house 
for the event. 


16 Straight for Ricci 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—It was in 1921 
that Aldo Ricci first started making the 
New Year’s Eve music at the household 
of Adolph Lewisohn, widely known 
philanthropist. And for the 16th suc- 
cessive year Ricci will again be on hand 
to downbeat Auld Lang Syne. 


RCA Nixes Sales of Recording 


To Stations Si 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 25.—Local radio 
stations which signed with the National 
Association of Performing Artists for the 
right to play recordings after weeks of 
stormy negotiations are faced with a 
brand-new dilemma which threatens to 
knock the NAPA’s licensing scheme in 
the head. The RCA-Victor Company 
has issued orders to its dealers not to 
sell records to radio stations. 

It is reported that other record com- 
panies will follow suit. 


With NAPA 


With the leading manufacturer of re- 
cords putting radio on the taboo list, 
stations are beginning to wonder what 
they are supposed to pay NAPA for. 


Herbert A. Speiser, NAPA’s counsel in 
this area, when apprised of this new situ- 
ation, asked, “Is Victor the only record 
company?” He added that the dispute 
was between the station and the record 
manufacturers. When asked whether this 


(See RCA NIXES on page 119) 


GLEANED BY MEMBERS OF THE BILLBOARD STAFF 


The purpose of this department is to benefit producers, bookers, agents and o 
concerned with the exploitation of talent in the major indoor fields thru The Biliboued's s 
coverage of every branch of the show business. 

SHOWMEN INTERESTED IN SPECIFIC “POSSIBILITIES” MAY ADDRESS THEM IN 
CARE OF THE NEW YORK OFFICE OF THE BILLBOARD, 1564 BROADWAY. 


For FILMS 


ROSITA ORTEGA—tall and stately 
brunet Spanish dancer now doubling 
between the Yumuri Club, New York, 
and the Metropolitan Opera ballet, 
where she appears as soloist in Car- 
men. A fine dancer, possessing @ 
pliant body, a fine sense of rhythm 
and easy-flowing heel Kicks and cas- 
tanets. Should click in Latin dance 
roles in films. 


DON POPIKOFF— comedian now 
appearing with Ed Wynn in Hooray 
for What! at the Winter Garden, New 
York. In a brief bit in the show he 
impresses heavily as a character fun- 
ster, stopping the proceedings at the 


performance caught. Definitely rates 
a nod as a laugh getter from the 
film casters. . 


For LEGIT 
MUSICAL 


JERI WITHEE—blond and shapely 
tap dancer now appearing at the 
Paradise Restaurant, New York. Is 
definitely one. of our finest tap 
dancers, emphasizing fast, clear taps; 
intricate and action-filled routines, 
and making full use of a supple and 
expressive body. Seems ready for a 
spot in a first-line legit revue and 
also for a shot at film musicals. 


cast, and moving at a fast tempo de- 
spite its 17 changes of scene, Schweik 
is a robust and amusing shaft of raillery 
directed against war, military discipline, 
human cupidity and fear and Tartuffean 
clergymen. 

Story treatment is episodic and themat- 
ically disconnected, opening, in 1914, 
with the assassination of the Archduke 
Ferdinand and the arrest of the simple- 
ton Schweik, “half an idiot and suffer- 
ing from rheumatism in the left leg,” 
when he predicts a world war. Con- 
demned to an insane asylum, Schweik is 
released when war actually breaks out. 


(See ARTEF SCORES on page 125) 


Burns, Biz Agent, in 
Hot Frisco Election 


SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 25.—With 1,525 
votes cast by members of the Musicians’ 
Union No. 6 in annual election, one 
major change in officers was recorded in 
the final results. In the hottest contest 
of several years Eddie (Tuffo) Burns 
defeated Karl A. Dietrich, incumbent 
San Francisco business agent, 864 to 
651. With the exception of one year, 
Dietrich has held the office for more 
than a decade. 

Walter A. Weber was re-elected presi- 
dent by an overwhelming majority over 
two opponents. Clarence H. King, vet- 
eran financial secretary; Eddie B. Love, 
secretary, and Ed S. Moore, vice-presi- 
dent, were unopposed. 

Albert Morris, incumbent Oakland 
business representative, swamped Ken 
Roth to retain inis post. Secretary W. A, 
Belard of the Oakland branch was ule 
opposed. 


Unit Becomes Revue 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Hollywood Ho- 
tel, Revue, vaude unit which clicked 
handily this season, is being turned by 
Harry Howard, its producer, into a full- 
length revue next week at the Majestic, 
Brooklyn. Cast will be bolstered by 
addition of Willie and Eugene Howard 
and Helen Morgan, and show will be 
expanded to run for two and a half to 
three hours. Prices will range down 
from a $2.20 top, with a $3.30 top on 
New Year's Eve. 

Show will not come to Broadway, but 
Howard is at present readying plans to 
send it on the road as a full-length re- . 
vue, the new stars remaining with it, at 
&@ $1.50 top. 


ACA-WIP Agreement 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 25.—The Ameri- 
can Communications Association, CIO 
affiliate, came to terms with Station 
WIP last week for the studio’s 12 en- 
gineers. 

Contract provides weekly increases 
from $3 to $10 per week, with salaries 
ranging from $40 to $60. Another meet- 
ing was scheduled for Thursday to make 
the hour scale conform with the State’s 
new 44-hour law. Present arrangement 
calls for a 44-hour week in six days, 
while the State statute limits working 
weeks to five and one-half days. 


Government Grants Subsidy 
To Paris Opera Theaters 


PARIS, Dec. 20.—Finance commission 
of the French government has approved 
the request of Jean Zay, minister of 
public education, for subsidies of more 
than 43,000,000 francs ($1,483,333) to 
cover operating expenses of the Paris 
Opera and the Opera-Comique during 
1938: Plans are being drawn up for a 
complete reorganization of both of 
these houses and the government will 
in the future take a more direct control 
of their operation. The government is 
also considering plans for reorganizing 
and providing state aid to the municipal 
playhouses thruout the country. 


“Uncle Whip” Quits 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 25.—James 
Willard Jr., WIP’s “Uncle Wip” since 
1930, will leave the station at the end 
of the year. Willard took over the 
role, which is the leading “dear kid- 
die” program in town, after the death 
of Chris Graham, originator of the 
character. It was reported that Wil- 
lard’s resignation came after a salary 
dispute. 
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GENERAL NEWS 


The Billboard § 


By CEORGE SPELVIN 


VERY Happy New Year to all readers of this pillar of frenzied misinformation. . . . 

Arthur W. Levy writes in from Hollywood that he knows what's become of vaudeville— 
which puts him one up on everybody else in show business. . . . “This morning,” he continues, 
“while walking down Hollywood boulevard | saw an ex-vaudeville bike r doing his act 
for a crowd of spectators in a parking lot, and at the end of the act he passed his hat.” . . . 
So that’s where vaude is now; soon the agents will be saying, “Il can give you the Roxy 
parking lot over the Fourth of July week-end.” . . . That party backstage at a burlesque 
theater recently, attended by one of the town’s censors—as guest of honor, yet—-was kept 
away from the public gazettes, and tho it didn’t reach the dailies it might have made a 
cute yarn. . . . It’s probably the only recent party for a censor, but if the trend continues 
we may see Mae West and Gypsy Rose Lee throwing a clambake for the Legion of Decency. 
« «+ Not the least among the happy yuletide notes that have been inundating the town 
were those offered by the New English Singers, who presented two excellent programs of 
Christmas carols in Town Hall. 


Meetings of the Four A’s, the actors’ international union, which ought at least 
to be dignified and above reproach, are instead becoming more and more comical. 
When a recent meeting objected, to the admission oj the attorney of the AFA to 
the conclave, the AFA delegate pointed out that there were already four or five 
attorneys in the room. It was then explained that the other lawyers were all o/ 
them present “as delegates and not as attorneys.” So the AFA delegate, thinking 
quickly, accepted the new ruling and went out to where the AFA legal lad was 
waiting in an anteroom. Then he brought him back into the meeting, introduc- 
ing him as “my fellow delegate.” That, my friends, is the sort of thing that oc- 
Cupies the time and furrows the brows of the great theatrical labor leaders. 


THE ALBUM: Paris the Great, strong man in the WPA circus, used to be 
known in the pro ranks of sinew-heavers as Ivan the Terribie. A congenial and 
Pleasant fellow despite his strength, he was thrown into something of a turmoil 
when the super of the circus unit told him that times were so bad and red tape 
so tight that he, Paris, would have to unbend all the iron bars and rods that he 
twisted like pretzels during the performances, using them all over again the next 
day. So Paris, dutiful and nothing daunted, took the super at his word and stayed 
up half the night carrying out orders. The next day he timidly admitted that, tho 
he’d been able to straighten out the big hunks, he’d had a bit of trouble with 
the smaller pieces. At another time, Paris was hired to give a demonstration of the 
vigor-building qualities of a certain brand of milk by holding back a team of 16 
horses. Taking no chances, however, the milk company diminished the team to 
four horses—and then staged a gala ceremony, with Paris riding like a Colossus 
astride a gaily painted delivery wagon, and with other wagons filled with shouting 
kids coming behind. On the way he made a great show of imbibing quart after 
quart of milk and gaining strength with each bottle, after the manner of Popeye 
and his spinach. The end came as you've probably guessed—one hefty tug from 
the four horses and Paris the Great, milk-filled as he was, lay prone upon his 

back. 
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questionnaires sent out to promising playwrights who want fo apply for one of the 
$1,000 scholarships make the lads answer plenty—but plenty. . . . One of them 
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SOME MORE ALBUM: The history of music might have been a bit different 
if the late George Gershwin had displayed more talent for writing Yiddish songs 
and if Sholem Secunda, who wrote the original Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen ditty, 
had shown any inclination for Tin Pan Alley. A couple of decades ago, when he 
first came to this country, Secunda approached Boris Thomashefsky for a job 
scoring Yiddish musical shows. George Gershwin had been writing the music for 
a Brownsville Yiddish showplace, and was glad to give his post over to Secunda 
so that he could devote his time to popular tunes. As a matter of fact he wanted 
Secunda to team with him in his tunesmithing, but the Yiddish writer preferred 
the steady Brownsville job and the work he knew and loved—so he stuck to 
Brownsville. Gershwin left for Tin Pan Alley and fame, but the two remained 
fast friends. None the less Gershwin’s desire that they get together in musical 
composition didn’t come true until this month—after all these years—and after 
Gershwin’s death. It occurred of all places, on a phonograph record; the platter- 
mate to Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen, which is skyrocketing the Andrews Sisters to 
fame, is Nice Work If You Can Get It, which Gershwin wrote just before his un- 
timely death. 


Cynthia White’s 20th Annual Creenwich Village Ball will be held New Year's Eve at 
Webster Hall, with August Coen’s and Norwood Fennar’s bands alternating; Miss White 
urges you to “wear what you like—unconventional? oh, to be sure—only do be discreet!” 

. . The two tickets that she sent Mr. Spelvin will be a major bone of contention among 
the young blades of the staff this week. . . . Good news for a change: prices of acts this 
year are zooming way up above even the high levels set in previous years—but for New 
Year's Eve shows only. . . . Fewer legits erupted the week before Christmas than ever before; 
just one, as a matter of fact, “Between the Devil,” a musical... . “Three Waltzes,” another 
musical, gets going Christmas night, and the week between Christmas and New Year's will 
see a flood. .. . But that looks like very nearly the last gasp of what may only by courtesy 
be called the legit season. . . . Another indication of the trend in song titles is furnished 
by Mike Cleary’s new one; it’s called “Start Coing to Church and Stop Going to Town.” 


Performers returning from abroad tell the story of Ciro Rimac, who, while 
playing the Scala, Berlin, received a letter from an agent. The agent’s letter offered 
(See BROADWAY BEAT on page 30) 


a 


Federal Theater Dance Show 
Returns With Tamiris Solos 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25—Last performed 
by the WPA Federal Theater at the 
Nora Bayes in May, How Long Brethren, 
with Tamiris, returned this week to 
make another stand at the 49th Street 
Theater. It is ultimately slated for the 
Lafayette in Harlem. 


Tamiris and a dance group do essen- 
tially the same routines performed when 
the show originally opened, but the pro- 
duction is prefaced by four numbers by 
Tamiris alone. Limited audience appre- 
ciative of modern dance technique found 
the business much to their liking. Show 
thruout has the aid of a Negro choir, 
of great help in creating moods for the 
different numbers. 


Even with the draw of Tamiris, com- 
mercial possibilities of such a produc- 
tion appear very slim, owing to the 
tense and austere stiffness which seems 
such an essential ingredient of this art 
form at present. It may have social sig- 
nificance, but whether this can be trans- 
lated into paying entertainment is 
doubtful. Significant that even the 


audience of longhairs gave greatest ap- 
plause to the number whose performe 
ance most closely paralleled the modern 
jazz or swing idiom. 


Brethren, when produced in May, was 
part of a program which also had 
Charles Weidman appearing in Candide. 
Weidman’s style, rich in pantomime and 
comedy, relieved the entire evening’s 
performance. Current show could very 
well make use of material which is 
lighter and more relaxed. 


Work of the choir is excellent, score 


by Genevieve Pitot is good. Lighting 
by Feder. Paul Ackerman. 
NATURAL WIGS 


FOR ALL PURPOSES 
os a 25c to $25.00 

ge Assortment 
of Mohair Wigs... $1.25 

Satisfaction guaranteed or 
money refunded. Write for 
free catalog. GRAND WIG 


Sincere Best Wishes for a Happy Holiday Season 
and a Prosperous 1938 to Actors and Actresses 


Everywhere. 


We pledge ourselves at the beginning of this 
new year to do everything in our power to be of 
genuine service to all our members. 


Screen Actors’ Guild 


New York Office 
Florence Marston, Eastern Representative 


11 West 42d Street 


New York, N. Y. 


el., PEnnsylvania 6-3169 


DRAPERIES: 


For Theaters, Shows, Night Clubs, Amateur Organizations. We 
have been specializing in this work for over 18 years. 


== §CENERY 


Expert Workmanship, Low Prices. Write for Information. 


320 West 48th St. 


NOVELTY SCENIC STUDIOS 


NEW YORK, N. Y. 


STAGE RIGGING-INTERIOR DECORATION 


Gas or coal burner. 


—FOR SALE! A BARGAIN!— 


Finest Modern Rotisserie. Practically new. Large size. 
Electric drive. 


Original cost, 
Write Box 832, care Billboard, 1564 Broadway, New York City. 


Fire-proof brick 
Ready for immediate use. 
$1,000. 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 


From 
MIKE FRITZEL AND JOE JACOBSON’'S 


CHEZ PAREE 


CHICAGO 
THE HOME OF STARS 


QUALITY SPE 
STOCK TICKETS ts" CIAL 
= a, + Ve PRINTED 
TEN ROLLS... 3.50} MAY YOU GET ALL YOU WISHED ee 
ay, ry By FOR BEFORE IT BEGAN 50,000 . 12.78 

Double Coupons, | Quick SseRVICE cor cane 48? os One 1,000,000. . 150.30 
ete — gg LL THRU 1938. | GiN SERVING YOU NOW.| Double Coupons, 

nole Tick ~y Double Price. 

Size. Single Tick., 1x2 THE TOLEDO TICKET CO., Toledo, Ohio. 
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* THEATRE 
ON WHEELS 


Equipped for sound 
motion pictures ... 


Seats 32 
Air-Conditioned 


Provides own electric power. 


Ideal for exhibitions to 
small groups, 
For sale far below cost. 
Address: Box 834, 


Care The Billboard, 
1564 Broadway, N, Y. C. 
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Foolibap Greetings 


From 


THE WILLIS - LANE STUDIO 


New York's Leading Children’s School 
DANCE — no — Pong ner 
-110 W. 47 St., York City. 
Phone: BR-yant > “3413. 


Listen in to WHN for Uncle Tom’s 
Kiddies every Sunday, 12:30 P.M. 


DODD ~ ~~. 
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New Play on Broadway 


Reviewed by Eugene Burr 


IMPERIAL 


Beginning Wednesday Evening, Dec. 22, 1937 


BETWEEN THE DEVIL 


An “intimate musical,” starring Jack Buchanan, 
Evelyn Laye and Adele Dixon. Production 
staged by Hassard Short. Book staged by 
John Hayden. Settings designed by Albert 
Johnson. Costumes designed by Kiviette. 
Dances staged by Robert Alton. Musical 
supervision by Don Voorhees. Book and 
lyrics by Howard Dietz. Music by Arthur 
Schwartz. Presented by the Messrs. Shubert. 


Peter Anthony, Pierre Antoine. .Jack Buchanan 
Natalie RNG. 6.2 <cccccvcsnbcses Evelyn Laye 
Marry Moertey. .ccscscccssvcs William Kendall 
Pte: CEs sees Siecdcosade Charles Walters 
Claudette Gilbert........-..4+. Adele Dixon 
OIG usc bs Rb dcieiesd svtwee vt Noel Cravat 
ROY: Sknwbwice on'b sb oc epels Ralph Sumpter 
EAE POET CT Natasha Dana 
The Savoy Club Boys: 

Andy Love, Jack Lathrop, Bob Wacker 
EERE EP ry Albert Amato 
Bartenders...Ward Tallman, Vernon Hammer 
FT Es 5 one cc scesacees Vilma Ebsen 
Raymond Maurois...........5.- Jules Epailly 
English Policeman............ Maurice Kelly 


The Debonaires: Harold Murray, Jack Voeth, 
— Kelly, Buddy Hertelle and Edward 

le. 

The Lady Guests: Bunny Waters, Jessica 
Pepper, Joyce Duskin, Tilda Getze, Kay Cam- 
eron, Virginia Daly, Ruth Joseph, Helen Hud- 
son, Dorothy Compton, Lee Stephenson, 
Loretta Dennison and Linda Lee. 

The Gentlemen Guests: Albert Amato, Ward 
Tallman, Vernon Hammer, Jack Richards, Frank 
Gagen, Erick Brotherson. 

ACT I—Scene 1: A Roof Terrace (Off a 
Hotel Ballroom in London). Scene 2: The 


——FEDERAL THEATRE PROJECT FOR 
NEW YORK CITY PRESENTS 


PROCESSIONAL, By John Howard Lawson 


Maxine Elliott’s Theatre, 39th Street, East of Broadway. 


= 


25¢.-83c. 


PIERRE PATELIN 


Dec. 27-29, 


Children’s Holiday Festival—A Week of Christmas Matinees 


Maxine Elliott’s Theatre, 


JACK and the BEANSTALK 


15¢-25¢. Dec. 30-Jan. 1, 


“ 


. one-third of a nation . . . 


A Living Newspaper About Housing 
Coming to Adelphi Theatre, 54th Street, East of Broadway. 25c-83c. 


Tamiris in “HOW LONG, BRETHREN?” 


49th Street Theatre, West of Broadway. 25¢-$1.00. 


Special Dance Bill for Children. 
THE LITTLE MERMAID 


49th Street Theatre. 


Chvistmas Week Matinees at 3 P.M. 
MOTHER GOOSE ON PARADE 
FOLK DANCES 


15¢-35c. 


THE TAILOR BECOMES A STOREKEEPER 


New Yiddish Comedy by David Pinski 
Coming to the 49th Street Theatre in January. | 


“TRIAL BY JURY,” 
“THE MIKADO” 


P.M.. 25¢-75¢ 


| THE GILBERT and SULLIVAN OPERA COMPANY Presents 
“PIRATES OF PENZANCE” 


Christmas Week, at the Brooklyn Academy of Music, Dec. 28-Jan. 2, at 8:15 


and 


FOUR ONE-ACT PLAYS BY EUGENE O'NEILL, 


j Lafayette Theatre, 131st Street and 7th Avenue, 25c¢-55c. 


With All-Negro Cast. 


| HAITI, 


By Wm. Du Bois, Worthy Successor to the Negro “Macbeth” 
Coming to the Lafayette Theatre in January. 


oe 


ear Aas AAAS, 


Coming Soon, George Bernard Shaw’s 
ON THE ROCKS 


E. P. Conkle’s New Comedy, PROLOGUE TO GLORY 


A Romance of the Young Lincoln 
Coming te Maxine Elliott's Theatre in February. 


z A DIVISION OF THE 
“WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION 


Katharine Cornell 
Guthrie McClintic 


Anthonys’ Drawing Room. (The Following 
Forenoon). Scene 3: Claudette’s Apartment 
in Paris (the Same Night). Scene 4: A Bar 
Off a Restaurant in London (the Next Day). 
Scene 5: The Entrance to Natalie's House 
(London). Scene 6: The Drawing Room (Same 
as Scene 2, the Following Sunday Wight). 
ACT \I—Scene 1: The Drawing Room. Scene 
2: The Entrance to Natalie’s House (Same as 
Scene 5). Scene 3: Natalie's Bedroom (That 
Night). Scene 4: A Street in Paris. Scene 5: 
Claudette’s Apartment (Same as Scene 3, 
Act iJ. Scene 6: The Foyer to the Hotel Ball- 
room, London (Months Later). Scene 7: 
Roof Terrace (Same as Scene 1, Act 1). 


What starts out as a casually. and 
infectiously entertaining musical at the 
Imperial Theater ends up as one of the 
smartest, brightest and most appealing 
shows in seasons. It is called Between 


(See NEW PLAY on page 119) 


FTP and Equity 
Tieup Is Seen 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—In its first move 
to obtain sponsorship and close working 
arrangements with the several theatrical 
unions, the Federal Theater Project, thru 
Mrs. Hallie Flanagan, national director, 
and the FTP advisory board, conferred 
Wednesday with Burgess Meredith, first 
vice-president of Actors’ Equity coun- 
cil, to determine the manner in which 
Equity might give the project a better 
front, particularly when the subject of 
a renewed appropriation for the project 
comes up before Congress in the near 
future. 

FTP execs feel that unions’ moral sup- 
port or indorsement would remove much 


(See FTP AND EQUITY on page 125) 


Court Says It’s O. K. 
To Sell KTHS 


LITTLE ROCK, Ark., Dec. 25.— As 
KTHS of Hot Springs, most powerful 
station in Arkansas, was celebrating its 
13th anniversary Monday the Arkansas 
Supreme Court upheld right of board of 
governors of Hot Springs Chamber of 
Commerce to sell station to Col. T. H. 
Barton and associates, of E] Dorado, for 
$75,000. 

The court's action attracted wide in- 

(See COURT RULES on page 125) 


+ 
Chetus Equity Notes 

Arbitration awards have been won by 
Chorus Equity Association from the 
Mermon Theaters, Inc., and from the 
Unity Amusement Company for 11 mem- 
bers of the organization. 

An award of $50 for two weeks’ pay 
was won for one girl who had been 
working in the chorus at the Oriental 
Theater. Tho her contract stipulated 
two weeks’ notice, she was discharged 
(See CHORUS EQUITY on page 125) 


GROTESQUE 
FIGURES 
FOR PARADES 


FOR RENT—FOR SALE 


We Also Carry tre Largest Stock of 


COSTUMES FOR ALL OCCASIONS. 


The Only House of Its Kind in the 
Country. 


PICHLER & CO., Inc. 
201 E. 34th St., New York City. 


FOR SALE 


RECREATION CENTER, consisting of 
eight (8) Bowling Alleys, a large Tap 
Room, Cocktail Lounge with Dancing 
and Night Club, all doing good business. 
Alleys affiliated with A. B. C. 

Located in Illinois best industrial city of 
18,000, in two-story brick building, 
95x100 ft. 

Second Floor rented for Skating Rink and 

Public Dancing. 
Will sell the building and business, or 
either of them separately. This is a 
splendid investment, or business and in- 
vestment both. 
Address 


J. M. DAVIS, Grand Haven, Mich. 


__.. TO WISH YOU A 
JOYOUS CHRISTMAS 
AND A 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 


* 
New York’s Newest 


HOTEL EDISON 


46th to 47th Street 
Just West of Broadway 


Best Wishes for a Prosperous 
1938 


LOUIS & OLIVER SISTERS 
Fay’s Theat, ss? 


Now 
Playing 


Rep: LEDDY & SMITH, RKO Bidg., 


stpane Real, 


@ 
Special Facilities 
VauiTs for the Safekeep- 
Fom VALUABLES ing of 


TRUNKS ® SILVER VAULTS 


Tel.: TRafaigar 7-2977-8-9. 


Cees, AVE., 66th and 67th Streets. 
NEW YORK, Nv. Y. 


“A DeLuxe Service That Costs You No More.” 


GREAT OPPORTUNITY 


For RETIRING ACTOR or ACTRESS 


Owner of a well-established Costume and 
Theatrical Department Store in a large - 
ern City will sell at a great sacrifice due to 
leaving for Europe. 


L BOX D-108, Billboard, Cincinnati, 0. 


MAKE & 
EM 


M’F'RS,. OF THE CIGAR OF QUALITY 
ALWAYS A WONDERFUL SMOKE 
Wishes You a Prosperous 1938. 


IZZY YARASHEFSKY 
742 7th Ave., Cl-7-1648, New York City. 


OU 
SMOKE 
‘EM 


HOLIDAY GREETINGS 


TIN Y HUFF 


at the 
- BARREL OF FUN, New York City., 
Indefinitely. 


Season’s Greetings 
FRANK A. GLADDEN 
JUNE DARLING 


WOODS BLDG., CHICAGO. 


FOR SALE 


FOR RENT 
Servicing m A Outdoor Amusements. 
500 Drops, Painted; Silk Velours, Etc., From 
$10. 00 to to $50.00—For Sale. | Also largest 
stock in New York City for reasonable rentals. 
Drops an@ Settings Built to Order. 
FOWLER SCENIC STUDIO, 
60 West 45th Street, New York City. 
Phone: MU-rray Hill 6-3843. 


GOLD BODY MAKE - UP 


SILVER—GLOSSY BLACK, FOR DANCERS 
AND SPECIALTIES 


DAZZLING LUSTROUS 
ABSOLUTELY HARMLESS 
Washes off instantly with water. Bottle sufficient 
for one complete application. 


Gold, $2.00 Bottle; Silver, $2.00; Black, $1.00. 
F. X. MICHL, 56936 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa. 


YOUNG MAN 
TO PLAY PIANO 


And assist with stage properties in traveling Magic 

Show, opening Jantary 5. Sleeping quarters in 

truck. Write in full, stating lowest salary. 
BIRCH, Magician, 

855 Lakeside Place, Chicago. 
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hristmas 


SY 
..emany a Youngster Boasted 
“Here's the new type- ' cial ie 


writer I got for Christ- 
mas; isn't it a beauty? 
Home work won't 
bother me any more... 
not when I can type it 
and have neat papers 
with half the effort. And, 
oh boy, will that help 


me get good marks! 


“I just love my new 
Underwood Portable. It 
has everything including 
the famous Champion 
Keyboard. It’s so easy to 
write with. It’s so good- 
looking. And so easy to 
keep clean... see how 
the back is all sealed 
to keep dust out of the 


mechanism?” 
Stop in at the nearest Underwood at etn —— ye Or, —_ the coupon. rare 
. machine is bac y nation-wide, company-ow: 
Portable Typewriter Dealer service facilities. . 


Let him show you the new Typemaster 
Portables with their smooth contours 
and trim simplicity of design. Note the 
Champion Keyboard and Touch Tun- 
ing, big-machine features which make 
typing easier than ever. 


WEERLY PAYMENT PLAN 


Let your dealer tell you about the easy 
terms available to the Underwood 
purchaser. No need to give up the idea 
of making some one happy with this 
splendid gift merely , oem it's inconvenient to 
pay for in one lump sum. Payment can be spread 
over a number of months. The Underwood Port- 
able comes in five different models, each with 
carrying case—$39.50 and up. See them 


Portable Typewriter Division 
UNDERWOOD ELLIOTT FISHER COMPANY 
Typewriters ... Accounting Machines 
Adding Machines, Carbon Paper, 
Ribbons and other Supplies 
One Park Avenue New York, N. Y. 
Sales and Service Everywhere 
Underwood Elliott Pisher Speeds the World’s Business 
World’s Largest Manufacturer of Typewriters 

Portable Typewriter Division 
UNperwoop E.tiorr Fisher COMPANY 
One Park Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
Gentlemen: Please tell me all about the new 
Underwood Typemasters and the easy payment plan. 


.»emany a Man Said 


“Talk about your wseful gifts — I should have 
had one of these long ago. What a cinch my 
correspondence is going to be from now on 
and instead of having to do night-work at the 
office, with this Underwood I can write my 
notes and plans at home.” 


$ 


Your Name 
Address 
City 


ee 


the Gift that keeps on Giving .. 


Portable Typemaster 


Pa eeny | 
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Conducted by PAUL DENIS—C 


NIGHT CLUBS-VAUDEVILLE 


tions to 1564 Broadway, New York Ci 


Skouras-Taylor-Lartigue Want 
Center Theater as New Nitery 


e 
Would rival Intl and French casinos and also stress 
Continental atmosphere—Rose show at French Casino 


takes shape-——$250,000 ae: Casino biz slumps 


NEW YORK, Dec. 24.—Possibility of a three-cornered battle among the steeper 
stipendea theater-restaurants looms with the plan to convert the Radio City 
Center Theater into a club to at least equal the size and grandeur of the Interna- 
tional Casino and the revived French Casino. Negotiations now going on under 
cover involve the acquisition of the Rockefeller white elephant by a syndicate 
whose controlling interest will be divided among the Skouras Brothers, theater 


owners; 8S. Gregory Taylor, director of 
Lartigue, recently general manager of the 
French Casino when it played Clifford C. 
Pischer shows. 


Consummation of the deal would see 
the opening of the proposed cabaret 
about the first of March. It will def- 
initely take shape along Continental 
lines and policy will closely approximate 
those of the also Continental spots, 
the International and the French 
casinos. Fred Chiavanton, presently 
maitre d’hotel at the International, has 
been approached by the syndicate. This 
would fortify the new group with a rep- 
resentative from each of its arch rivals, 
the International and the French Casino, 


with Chiavanton and Lartigue, respec- 
tively. 


Meanwhile Billy Rose’s show at the 
revamped French Casino is coming along 
nicely. Altho the talent is set and al- 
ready rehearsing, the stage is not ready. 
Peter Clark, Inc., is revamping the stage 
equipment to enable use of the double 
rising elevators, a shuttling band car 
and revolving, advancing and receding 
stage. If the stage is not ready the 
house may not open New Year’s Eve— 
Rose being unwilling to chance a weak 
opening just to pick up the holiday cash. 

Talent set, at this writing, is Dr. 
Rockwell, Wini Shaw, Tom Patricola, 
Oscar Shaw, Sally Rand, Morton Downey, 
Walter Dare Wahl, Frazee Sisters, Stuart 
Morgan Dancers, Proske’s Tigers, Lulu 
Bates, Hinda Wassau, Stan Kavanaugh; 


Willie, West and McGinty, and Abe Ly- 


man’s Band. Rose hopes to change show 
four times a year, with a possibility that 
@ very successful show might be sent 
out as a vaude unit. 

Rose has written the book. Ted 
Fetter, Rose and others have completed 
the score. Book is in 24 scenes and 
two parts. Cast includes 50 chorus and 
showgirls, 16 chorus boys. Understood 
that the initial show will cost Rose 
about $250,000. Reports that Jock Whit- 
ney was the bank roll are denied, Rose 
insisting he has put up all the dough. 
Abraham Ellis and Oscar Markowich 
will again have the checkroom con- 
cessions. 

Rose is negotiating with the AFA now, 
after having agreed to use union waiters 
and service staffs, about 300 being in- 
volved. 

The International Casino meanwhile 
has been hit by the night club slump 
just like every other spot. After the 
initial terrific weeks when it reached its 
top gross of $65,000 it has been running 
around $40,000, with supper crowds con- 
tinuing very thin and the dinners, once 
capacity, sliding on off nights to as low 
as 400 out of a 1,300 capacity. To meet 
the situation Joe Moss has cut the 48 
waiters’ stations to 27, staggering the full 
service crew. The lounge, incidentally, 
has failed to click, and the main room 
(the casino) has had to carry the entire 
enterprise. 

The Paradise trimmed its show sharply 
this week-end when Rudy Vallee and 
company, Jeri Withee and Terry Lawlor 
closed. Vallee’s first two weeks were 
good, but business fell off the last one. 
Belle Baker is practically set to open 
the middle of next week. 

The Hollywood continues doing weak 
business, with Joe Moss planning to in- 
augurate after New Year’s the new 
pelicy of variety acts changed every 
couple of weeks. The Cotton Club and 
La Conga, other big spots, are continu- 
ing to do solid business. 

Club Cavalier is due to open next week 
to pick up the New Year’s Eve gravy. 
Paul Buerney is operating and Al Davis 
(See THIRD N. Y. on page 10) 


the St. Moritz Hotel here, and Henry 


Miami Line Famine 


A Break for Schools 


MIAMI, Dec. 25.—Shortage of line girls 
and specialty turns is causing raids on 
rival niteries and local dancing schools. 
Cinema Casino is angling for the Royal 
Palm Club’s chorus to double into the 
Casino next week, with an option to 
come in for the Cine’s mid-season show 
in January, when the Royal Palm be- 
trays its native Florida by importing 
an all-Hollywood production with a new 
line. 


Smaller clubs are relying for dance 
talent on the local femme terp academies 
like Edna Sortelle, Mae Rose and Bill 
Peck. Scarcity of transportation money 
available has stymied booking agents. 


Don Dickerman, whose Pirates’ Den 
was a Greenwich Village stand-by for 
many years, has a similiar type of spot 
here, doing good biz with the early- 
morning night clubbers. Dickerman says 
he has signed a contract with the World’s 
Fair to move his Captain Kiddies to New 
York in 1929. 


Southern Theatrical Agency here has 
placed three dance teams. Don and 
Beverly set for the Hollywood Beach Ho- 
tel, Hollywood, Fla.; Savar and Neil for 
Club Bagdad, Miami, and the Boyettes 
for Tampa Terrace Totel, Tampa. Emsee 
Al Parker has been booked into the 
Flamingo Park, Miami, for the season. 
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THIRD N. Y. MAMMOTH CAFE? 


It Was Inevitable 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Its appear- 
ance was inevitable, but the wonder is 
that it has not made its advent any 
sooner. Anyway, whether Charlie Mc- 
Carthy knows it or not, he now has a 
cousin whose origin can be traced to 
the woodpile in more ways than one. 

A dark-hued lap-sitter, an exact 
midnight replica of McC.,- will make 
his bow at the Kit Kat Chub here New 
Year’s with John Cooper, colored ven- 
triloquist. 


Club Audition 
Gag Still Works 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—The audition gag 
is now being used on acts needed for 
club dates. Bookers with a limited 
budget for one-night engagements sell 
performers the promising story that an 
appearance at the particular place they 
have in mind will give them a chance 
to see their work to the best advantage 
and may result in bookings for the acts 
doing the free tests. 

Several acts in the last month fell for 
this artifice here but failed to get any 
work as a result of the so-called tryout. 

A couple of bookers anxious to land 
profitable club dates underbid all com- 
petitors and then attempt to chisel on 
the talent by either paying them very 
little for their services or using the audi- 
tion tale to secure free services. 


A couple of American Federation of 
Actors acts, victims of such plots, have 
lodged complaints with the local office. 


Canton Club Reopens 


CANTON, O., Dec. 25.—Embassy Club, 
dark since last spring, has reopened un- 
der management of Jack Lucco. No 
cover, no minimum. Harry Grunau’s 
Orchestra is set, with Lillian Myers as 
vocalist. Embassy for two years was op- 
erated by the George Sinclair interests, 
operators of Meyers Lake Park here, 
which group has shifted its night club 
operations to the new Hofbrau at the 
park. 


Night Club Girls Have Such 
Fun Mixing With Customers 


IGHT club performers have one big advantage over vaude performers—the fun 
of mixing with patrons. Now take performers on the average vaude bill. It 
just isn’t natural for them, just as soon as the show is over, to run to the front 


of the house and start talking to patrons. 


Would a vaude performer think of sliding into a seat and whispering to a 
startled patron, “I’m one of the acts, You don’t mind if I 


PAUL DENIS 


that G string?” 
* 


keep you company, do you?” Obviously, no. But think how 
night club field encourages good manners and that friendly 
neighborly spirit. In a night club it’s perfectly good Emily 
Post for a girl performer to introduce herself to a patron 
at the bar with a gentle, “I'll have a gin fizz, thank you.” 

Some people think this sort of casual mixing is bad. 
But is it? After all, what are the girl performers going to do 
between shows, anyway? They can’t stick to their dressing 
rooms because often the club owner’s wife does her knitting 
there: And they can’t go out for walks in the cold weather. 
The best thing, obviously, is to help lonesome customers 
get a little bit more alcoholic. 

There’s another important angle—meeting your public. 
A novelty dancer who intrigues her patrons should be glad 
to converse with her ardent admirers after her performance. 
Her admirers might want to discuss the Spanish Civil War 
or they might want to find out “Did she really wear just 


a * 


| | (gaveate broadens ws and makes us tolerant, giving us an insight into other 
people’s minds and taking us out of our own little world. To performers it 
means a break from the usual shop talk. Instead of always talking about their 
makeup, their routines and the lousy way the band played the show, performers, 
in mixing with patrons, can discuss interesting subjects beginning with, “Let’s talk 
about what you do after the show, honey,” and “Do you really mean it when you 


say you don’t believe in marriage?” 


Of course, it’s true that some night club owners are more concerned over 
liquor sales than the fun a performer has at the bar, but a smart performer can 
always arrange with the bartendar to serve her cold tea every time the customer 
urges her to “Have another whisky, Mabel.” There are other ways in which a girl 


can stay sober before the last show, too. 


Now one ofher important point: when a girl alternates between veil dances 
and standing at the bar with the customers is she a performer who mixes with 
friends or is she a hostess who also takes up room in a floor show? Of course, 
night club owners, night club agents and most of the girls themselves will insist 


they are performers. But we wonder, 


New Year’s Eve 


Bookings Heavy 


Key cities report big de- 
mand for music, talent — 


doubling — high prices 
. 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—Local spots, large 
and small, are already out for New 
Year's Eve trade and fees are the stiffest 
in years. Some of the smaller clubs 
which have neither cover nor minimum 
charges during the year are asking $20 
a couple, the price including food and 
a limited supply of liquor. Most of the 
fees include late dinners and drinks. 


The number of New Year’s Eve parties 
at home will also be the largest in years. 


Many acts will fill two and three en- 
gagements that night. Prices varied, de- 
pending on the party buying the act 
and the length of working time required. 


DETROIT, Dec. 25.—Actual number of 
dates for New Year’s Eve here will be 
less than it was a year ago. To make 
matters worse, most spots using acts 
that night offer less money, resulting 
in employment of fewer acts again, altho 
practically the same wages prevail. 


Acts anticipating a series of bookings 
thru local agencies are doomed to dis- 
appointment for the most part. Aside 
from the sudden boom of jobs for one 
night, the city has been well supplied 
with acts for some time. 


Typical of the special bookings is the 
placing of five-act shows January 31 
thru Gus Sun Agency by the Wisper & 
Wetsman Circuit. Altho this can mean 
work for 25 acts, it means a single show 
for each with nothing to follow. 


The Sun Agency has also added the 
Ohio Theater, Toledo, five acts, under 
management of Harry Jacobs and Jack 
O’Connell, one day, Monday. 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 25.—Stage is 
set for city’s annual New Year's cele- 
bration Friday night, with night clubs 
expected to get unusually heavy play de- 
spite comment on industrial doldrums in 
this section. 


Six hundred patrons will pay $6 a plat- 
ter for a seat at the tables surrounding 
Boyd Raeburn’s Band in the Grillroom 
of Hotel Muehlebach. Club Continental, 
a block westward, offers reservations at 
steep prices. Dee (Prince) Stewart's 
combo and a floor show are Continental 
attractions. 


Hotel Kansas Citian also offering 
music and food for 600 persons at 
$5 per head. Top price of all will be 
at the Kansas City Club, $7.50 a head. 

Virtually all ballrooms and dining 
rooms are rented to private parties and 
musicians are all lired. Local union, 
thru newly elected President Frank K. 
Lott, said employment of its members 
would reach all-time peak. 


TORONTO, Dec. 25—New Year's Eve 
fun lovers have stacked high the big- 
gest pile of reservations in the memory 
of this town’s oldest purveyors of en- 
tertainment. A big-hearted police de- 
partment has raised the 1 a.m. dancing 
deadline—not that it ever mattered on 
the night of nights—and are going to 
let the lads dance until 3:30. 


Discord jarred in the celebration’s 
preps when the Toronto Musical Pro- 
tective Association, Lieut. Walter M. 
Murdoch, Toronto Regiment Bandmaster, 
president, threatened to pull Jimmy 
Namaro’s Savarin Hotel band unit De- 
cember 29 unless Harry W. Hunt, hotel 
manager, signed with the International 
Beverage Dispensers’ Union. 

Hunt, who has bucked the tap men’s 
closed-shop demands since last March 
and weathered a part strike, sought a 
conference with Murdoch, but failed. 
Altho Namaro’s contract ran until New 
Year’s Eve, Hunt released the band so 
that it could go into Bill Beasley's 
Club Esquire, reopened after two weeks 
of darkness on Christmas Day, and hired 
Sally Lee’s Melody Maids, a non-union 
unit that has been playing in Chez 
Eddie, Montreal. 
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Season’s Greetings 


from 


RAY and GERALDINE 


HUDSON 


(The Hudson Wonders) 
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[MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR ] 
ae TO ALL 
HAL LAWRENCE THEATRICAL EXCHANGE 


108 N. Dearborn St., Chicago, Il. 
L JIMMY HESS, Road Representative 


kkk 
x % ¥ 


SEER er PEER RE 


Herman Hyde 


direction 
Paul Dempsey 


GREETINGS! 


Club Management 


News and Angies on Night Club Operation 


Labor Costs Rise 


EW YORK CITY club owners were 

faced with higher labor costs this 
New Year’s Eve. For the first time the 
key spots had unionized performers to 
deal with. The $40 minimum, however, 
only bothered the smaller clubs. As for 
foodworkers, Local 16 (AFL) upped the 
New Year’s Eve scale about 20 per cent. 
Scale was waiters, $6; bartenders, cap- 
tains and cooks, $12, with time and a 
half for overtime. 

* * * 


Food Unions May Merge 


OCAL 16 and Local 89 (cooks) are 
talking a merger. Local 89, with 
2,400 members, has already okehed the 
move, and Local 16 (with 4,800 mem- 
bers) votes on it this week. If the 
merger goes thru it means night clubs 
will be dealing with a single foodworker 
union instead of two as now. 


Commodore’s Combo Card 


OTEL COMMODORE, New York, 

mailed out clever Christmas cards 
that included the supper menu and 
prices and reservation information. 
Whereas most New Year’s Eve circulars 
to patrons were undoubtedly lost in the 
rush, this Christmas card probably was 
read carefully. 


Checkroom Gal Tells All 


AT CHECK boss, Jeannette Kay, at 

the Onyx Club, New York, landed an 
interview in The New York Mirror last 
week, revealing such interesting angles as: 
The average tip is 17 cents, college boys 
are the worst tippers, Saturday night 
crowds are the cheapest, formal-dressed 
patrons tip more, cigarets (usually at a 
quarter) usually get a quarter tip, wives 
with husbands don’t splurge. 


Mississippi Clubs Win 

HARGES against 12 Rankin County 

(Mississippi night club operators 
were dismissed in court here for “want 
of prosecution.” The operators were ar- 
rested and their clubs raided by national 
guardsmen recently on charges of selling 
liquor and allowing gambling. (Missis- 
sippi remains dry.) 

Following the ruling of the judge that 
the guardsmen had no legal authority to 
supersede civil officers in serving search 
warrants and seizing property and that 
in doing so “broke every civil right 
that the club owners possessed by grant 
of the Constitution of the United States.” 
With this evidence excluded, the prose- 
cution was unable to make a case and 
the charges were dismissed. 

. 


Padula Plans Rumba Salon 
-& RTHUR PADULA, manager of the 
Philadelphia Arcadia - International, 
is planning an innovation—a rumba 
salon. 

The salon will be located in the one- 
time English Grille Room of the Arcadia. 
It will be decorated with a Cuban-Span- 
ish motif and be called La Conga. Mario 
Villani, former manager of Padula’s 
Anchorage, will be manager. 

There will be Spanish waiters and 
Spanish hosts and hostesses to dance 
the rumba with the guests. Music by 
Don Rinaldo’s Orchestra, now playing at 
the Arcadia, which will be augmented by 
four more men. The rumba instruction 
will be free. Padula expects to open the 
new spot New Year's Eve. 


Glowing Glasses on Market 

OLORED GLOWING glasses are being 
sold now to night clubs and bars by 
a Midwest novelty company. Product is 
called Glo-Bar. Glass stems, cigaret 
glass trays and other bar equipment 
automatically glows in appropriate warm 

colors when placed on a sensitized bar. 


The company claims the cost of the 
equipment will be made up by the new 
customers lured by the novelty of drink- 
ing out of a glowing glass. 


Souvenir Cigarets of I. C. 


eee CASINO, New York, 
has its cigaret girls selling “Interna- 
tional Casino souvenir cigarets” at a 
quarter a pack. This is offered to cus- 
tomers who wouldn't ordinarily buy 
smokes but who might go for the sou- 
venir idea. 


Int. Casino Has System 

NTERNATIONAL CASINO, New York, 

incidentally, is operating under the 
most efficient service system imaginable. 
Waiters admit they can’t chisel a nickel 
on the checks and recall “the good old 
days” when they used to average $30 
or $35 a week) extra chiseling at the 
French Casino. 

Joe Moss has installed checkers who 
count heads and then check each waiter’s 
tabs, avoiding Juggling of tabs and other 
waiter tricks. 


Candid 


TEVE AUGUST, manager of the Stone- 

wall-Riviera nitery, Bridgeport, has 
introduced a new stunt of taking movies 
of those patrons attending on certain 
nights and then showing them the fol- 
lowing week. Stunt is going over big 
and business has upped considerably. 


THIRD N. ya 


(Continued from page 8) 

is producing the show. Gail Carroll, 
Francine Lang, Jean Parker, Jack Laurie, 
Marie Doherty, Mildred Ray's chorus and 
Chappie Durante and band in the show. 

Zeke’s Club, on West. 54th, opened this 
week, with a raft of other spots plan- 
ning quick openings. 


direction 
MATT KELLY 
1560 Broadway, N. Y. 


Sally B 


Late of the Folded French Casino 


NOW PLAYING 


THE BEST 
THERE IS! 


direction 
Miles Ingalls 
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the New York dailies writing night 
club or Broadway columns which 
emphasize night club life. With 
night clubs depending on newspaper 
publicity so much, these writers have 
become the objects of a terrific barrage 
of “news” from press agents, performers, 
night club owners, band leaders and so 
forth. The press agents, of course, lead 
the attack—alternately driving the edi- 
tors screwy and pulling them out of 
tough spots with timely tips and gags. 
In this symposium the editors and 
columnists get it off their chest and the 
results are often amusing, sometimes in- 
formative and always interesting. 


Walter Winchell 

“Walter Winchell, veteran syndicated 
columnist, says, “Most of the boys are 
reliable and nice guys. Too many of 
them send old gags, which they get back 
pronto, however. I prefer getting the 
stuff by mail or phone—altho I see many 
in person.” 


Dan Walker 


Dan Walker, Daily News syndicated 
Broadway columnist (he used to be on 
The Billboard, too), says, “The trouble 
with most press releases are that they are 
uninformative. 

“A good press agent is one who is also 
a@ good reporter, who knows that the 
essentials of journalism are who, where, 
when, why and what. 

“I find the most useful and reliable 
press agents are some of the younger ones 
who aren't too lazy or too sure of their 
jobs to hustle around for a story. 

“The best one I contact is Len Golos, 
who used to be on The Daily News staff, 
He knows what I want and proceeds 
to get it. Al Wilde is another promising 
p. a.; J. M. Josefsberg, Irving Zussman, 
Milton Rubin, Sidney Spier, Ken Lyons 
are others. 

“I would rather that press agents 
wrote in their story first. If I want 
further amplification I will ask them to 
make a personal call. (This is merely be- 
cause there isn’t enough time to discuss 
stories and write a column, too.) 

“Press agents would find it easy to 
get the names of their clients into Broad- 
way columns if they would give some 
information about the clubs; not merely 
hire office boys to write gags and at- 
tribute them to the performers. 

“In short, good press agentry is merely 
good news reporting.” 


Louis Sobol 


Louis Sobol, Broadway syndicated 
columnist of The Journal-American, ex- 
Plains that, altho he sometimes pans 
the press agents, down deep in his heart 
he loves them. 

He says, “I am one of those fellows 
who whenever he’s short of an idea likes 
to lambast the stuffings out of the press 
agent, and I will never stop doing it be- 
cause I get a great deal of fun out of 
lambasting press agents in my column, 
but I am very gentle—you have no idea 
how gentle I am—when I meet them per- 
sonally. As a matter of fact, I am very 
fond of all the boys and I wouldn’t want 
to hurt any of their feelings by naming 
the one I consider the best of the lot— 
or the two or three of them. 

“(1) What's wrong with press releases 
is that all press releases are wrong and 
good wicker waste from a columnist’s 
viewpoint. The columnist has made a 
fetish of this thing called—and some- 
times billed—‘exclusive,’ and a release is 
never ‘exclusive.’ 

“(2) I have found most of the better 
known press agents fully co-operative— 
and that is perhaps why they are the 
‘better known.’ 

“Yes, the boys are all co-operative— 
not for altruistic reasons entirely—and 
some of them are reliable—but not al- 
together when it comes to material which 
concerns their client. They are reliable 
in all other instances, but I have known 
every one of them to stretch a point or 
two beyond the limits of what might 
strictly be termed the truth—in order 


Te are about a dozen men on 


of the Press Agents 


be blamed for murder. 


— 


to get their break. Sometimes I wish 
they wouldn’t do it—but they look and 
act so hurt when you question their 
veracity I haven’t the heart. So oc- 
casionally I write a nice pleading letter 
and ask, ‘Please don’t mislead me—and 
my public.’ 


“(3) I do not prefer personal visits by 
p. a. contact men—except on the golf 
links—if—and only if—I can outplay 
them. In my office my time is limited— 
and I prefer to work on undisturbed. 
Some press agents would be doing col- 
umnists and themselves a favor if in- 
stead of wasting so much time on the 
telephone they would send in their copy 
—by wire or mail—using the phone only 
on rare occasions when it’s a hot news 
tip they have to convey. ‘ 


“(4) As a Broadway commentator, the 
night club press agent has been of 
immeasurable assistance and will con- 
tinue to be if he will remember that we 
are all in the market for exclusives— 
and not repeats. That we all seek truth- 
ful items or paragraphs—and original 
gags—and not those clipped from humor 
magazines or thefted from air and stage 
comics who have their material written 
by script writers who theft them’ from 
old files. 

“You forgot to ask—but I offer you 
the question gratuitously—Could a 
Broadway columnist cénduct his column 
without contacting a single press agent? 

“The answer is ‘yes’—and he could 
do a darn good job of it—and a refresh- 
ingly original one. But he would have 
to work like blazes—and there isn’t a 
Broadway columnist today who wants to 
work like blazes!” 


Leonard Lyons 

Leonard Lyons, whose Lyons’ Den 
column in The New York Post has at- 
tracted much attention, tells us, “I have 
a high regard for night club press 
agents. 

“Replying to your queries (1) There’s 
nothing wrong with their releases except 
that I never use press releases; (2) It 
wouldn't be fair to state (referring to 
names of the best press agents); (3) 
On the contrary, I prefer mail or tele- 
phone contacts, and (4) I’m not a night 
club commentator. I am a reporter seek- 
ing news and interesting stories.” 


Ted Friend 
Ted Friend, night club editor of The 
New York Mirror the past six years, 
thinks most press agents are lazy and 


Here is a red-hot symposium by Walter Winchell, Louis 
Sobol, Leonard Lyons, Dan Walker, Hy Gardner, Ted Friend, 
George Ross, Malcolm Johnson, Jack Gould, Robert Dana, Ben 
Schneider and Marcus Griffen. 

We asked each of the night club editors and Broadway 
columnists listed above to tell us: 

* 1. What’s wrong with most of the press releases. 

2. Which are the most co-operative and most reliable 
press agent offices in New York. 

3. If they preferred personal visits by p. a. contact 


4. How night club press agentry can be of greater | 
value to night club editors and columnists. 

A couple of the columnists changed their minds after 
Telling All and asked us to delete references to “the best 
press agents.” “Too dangerous,” they thought. Those whose 
names were left out are “likely to come around with a gun 
or poison press releases.’’ Okeh, we said, we don’t want to 


So with murder successfully averted (we hope), we 
present the writers telling the 200 New York night club 
praise agents what’s good for them. 


PAUL DENIS. 


unimaginative. He says: “My chief com- 
ment concerning press agents would be 
that a great many of them have ‘carbon- 
paper-itis.’ Obviously, when I get a 
carbon copy release, or one run off a 
mimeograph, I then know that it has 
been given to at least a dozen other 
papers and to probably three or four 
people on each paper. It is not possible 
to use more than a few of this sort of 
releases without deadening the value 
of a column on night life. 


“Another criticism which can be 
leveled is that very often press agents 
have no objection to being inaccurate. 
A great number of releases sent in are 
without foundation in fact. 


“I believe that press agents should 
send out individual releases to the 
various papers, each different from the 
other and all of them digging a little 
deeper than the obvious. Most of the 
press agents’ notices show evidence of 
a lack of work. The human interest 
phase is greatly neglected. 


“Offhand, I would say that 60 per cent 
of the releases received read alike and 
give the same superficial information. 
Of these, half usually resort to the old 
‘gags’ of shows being held over or con- 
tracts being renewed.” 


Malcolm Johnson 

Malcolm Johnson, who does the night 
club stuff for the conservative New York 
Sun, give the p. a.’s some friendly ad- 
vice, 

“Most night club press releases are 
worthless,” he says, “because the press 
agents, thinking only of their own prob- 
lems, will not confine themselves to 
plain, unvarnished facts, preferring to 
puff or plug the places they represent 
instead of sending news which could 
be used. Then, too, so many of them 
make it only too apparent that they 
have nothing to write about. ... In 
the type of column I write I cannot use 
gags, imaginative items picked out of 
the air, phony “celebrity night” stuff, 
and I am not interested in the fact that 
Joe Doakes and his orchestra are play- 
ing this medley or that. Far too many 
releases are of this type. 

“Among the most reliable, efficient 
and co-operative press agents, in my 
opinion, are Ed Seay, of the Rainbow 
Room; Monte Proser, Harry Sobol and 
Irving Zussman. They do not employ 
high-pressure methods, which I dislike, 


What the Night Club Editors Think 


and they do not send out false or mis- 
leading releases. 


“I do not like for press agents to con- 
tact me personally, but if they must 
talk with me I prefer they do so by 
telephone, as I am much too busy to 
see all the press agents who visit my 
office. In any event, I detest the ‘per- 
sonal plea’ method-—the please-give-me- 
a-break request—regardless of the merits 
of the release. The ideal way would be 
for the press agents to send in their 
releases and let them stand or fall on 
their own merits. But perhaps that is 
asking too much. 

“Press material could be improved, I 
think, if the press agents would try to 
approach their work from the news- 
paper man’s point of view, make a gen- 
uine effort to provide unadorned news 
—terse and accurate. I realize that it 
must be tough to dig up something 
new for releases sent out every week 
or every day, hut at least they could 
get away from some of the stupid stock 
forms which have been worked to death: 
the new ‘editions’ of revues, the celebrity 
night stunts and the ‘trick’ releases 
sent out with the idea that they are 
funny. Sometimes I feel that the press 
agents must think that all editors and 
night club commentators are dopes, 
easily deceived and eager to fill columns 
of space with junk which no one will 
read. It never seems to occur to them 
that their stuff is no good unless it is 
read. They don’t think of the readers, if 
any, at all. They are interested only in 
getting the name of their client in the 
parer and thus make a show of earning 
their salt.” 


Hy Gardner 


Hy Gardner, whose Broadway column 
in The Brooklyn Daily Eagle is sydi- 
cated, lets his sharp wit get at some of 
the methods used by the press agents. 

“Like cabs, the trouble with press 
agents is that there are too many of 
them,” says Gardner. “But for clarity’s 
sake I'd like to break them up into two 
classifications: ' 


Number One includes the SOB SISTER 
Type—who cries on your shoulder that 
unless you give his client a break he'll 
lose the account, his baby will lose 
weight, his mother will age and his 
heart will be broken; the STRONG- 
TONGUE Type who swaggers around 
with a chip on his tongue and who 
wants to know what you've got against 
him when, up to that point, it was 
nothing; the ONE-MAN-DOG Type who 
plays head stooge to a big-circulation 
columnist by feeding him material like 
a paid leg-man, being too short-sighted 
to realize that there are other columns 
and papers and that his press releases 
(the dregs of the day’s findings) are 
condescending comments that decorate 
waste baskets or floors. Then there’s 
the CLINGING VINE Type who feels 
that you can’t absorb the genius of the 
performers in his night club unless he 
folds himself before your table in lieu 
of a napkin. Included also is the 
CHAIN STORE version of a press agent 
—a fellow who sends you six or seven 
long-winded releases all in one envelope, 
each for a different account. You can 
tell when his business is flourishing be- 
cause instead of enlarging his office he 
enlarges the size of his mailing en- 
velopes to hold more releases.. Then 
there’s the NEW’ BROOM Type who 
sweeps Clean when he knocks off a new 
account, using every device and friend 
at hand to show how good he can be and 
then, after he proves himself, spends 
the rest of his time disproving himself. 
Also there’s the ‘BUY-YOU-A-DRINK’ 
dub, the ‘PROCURER PIPPIN’ palsey- 
walsey, and the ‘PAY-OFF” Punk. 


“Classification Number Two embraces 
those men and women with ability, en- 
thusiasm, contacts and a brain. They 
make friends and they know how to keep 
friends. They recognize news and relay 
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it so that it can stand on its own legs. 
And if there’s a scarcity of news they’re 
inventive and ingenious enough to man- 
ufacture it so it smells like the McCoy. 
They employ a sense of humor and keep 
punching a typewriter instead of a com- 
petitor. They’re constructive instead 
of destructive. They meet newspaper 
men and their clients halfway instead 
of doing things halfway. They're the 
character of individuals who would be 
successful in any business to which they 
applied themselves, 


“Some of the outstanding publicity 
jobs that come to mind offhand include 
Mack Millar’s build-up of Benny Fields 
at the Hollywood and Mitzi Green at 
Versailles; Irv Zussman’s hypnotism 
stunt with Jackie Osterman at Mario’s 
Mirador; Carl Erbe’s national publicizing 
of Ben Madren’s Riviera; Milton Rubin’s 
Henny Youngman-Yacht Club campaign; 
Harry Davies’ day in and day out plug- 
ging of Leon and Eddie’s; Eddie Weiner’s 
master showmanship of Ruby Foo'’s Den; 
Dorothy Ross and Sydney Spier’s col- 
laborating on Laconga; Jules Levine’s 
sensational job on Arthur Murray's 
Dancers at the Rainbow Room and other 
spots; Harry Sobol’s Cotton Club major 
league doings; Len Golos’ work on Jack 
White’s Club 18; Monte Proser’s work 
on the French Casino the past three 
years. 

“The publicity released by the hotels 
is too dignified. Their releases shouldn't 
be mimeographed, they should be hand- 
engraved. 

“All publicity would be better if the 
night club press agent spent more time 
talking to people in the club, trying to 
get fresh angles, and then working 
editors for plugs. If a show is good 
enough to win applause it gets it quite 
naturally. If it isn’t, no high pressure 
can make a hunk of garlic give out 
with odors of Christmas Night. 

“Part of the remedy to get more value 
out of press agents lies with night club 
owners. If they hire a good man it 
is their business to keep him. He can’t 
perform miracles, he can’t break pictures 
and paragraphs and feature stories every 
day or week—but if he does a consist- 
ently satisfactory and intelligent job 
and knows that he’s on the pay roll 
permanently and not on a fly-by-night- 
club basis, he’ll spend more time worry- 
ing about improving his job and not 
worrying about keeping it.” 


George Ross 

Like most of the other night club re- 
viewers, George Ross, of The New York 
World-Telegram, thinks most press agent 
stuff is too obvious and dull. He says: 

“(1) Most press releases are so ob- 
viously ‘press agent’ that the editor 
must spend a little time trying to figure 
out a way of taking the curse off each 
item. Since few night club editors have 
either time—or patience—-this means 
that the piece is usually discarded. Press 
agents should pay more attention to 
format and style and, as a usual thing, 
it is far better to get the client’s name 
in obliquely rather than so bluntly it 
shrieks of its origin to the high 
heavens. 

“(2) Most of the larger organizations 
in New York City are among the reliable 
agencies. Perhaps this is because the 
Teputation gained by reliability helped 
them grow. It would be easier to tell 
which press agents are unreliable, but 
they are now only a handful, well known’ 
to all editors. That is why their 
number grows less every year. 

“(3) As far as personal visits go, it 
is better for a press agent to make a 
first direct contact with the editor and 
then submit his subsequent ideas in 
writing. Contrary to what most press 
agents believe, written memos are care- 
fully scanned and are as carefully con- 
sidered as any personal appearance. 
Then, too, p. a.’s seem to have a genius 
for arriving at inopportune moments. 
Memos, however, can be read at periods 
of least stress and stand a better chance 
of mature consideration. I would say 
one visit a month is sufficient. 

“(4) Most of the press agents in the 
field at present know the cardinal prin- 
ciples of their craft and there is little 


I can add—except perhaps a more care- 
ful check on items involving person- 


alities.” 
Ben Schneider 


Ben Schneider is in charge of the Din- 
ing and Dancing Department of FPair- 
child publications and his night club 
coverage in Women’s Wear Daily is well 
known. He supervises both advertising 
and editorial angles. 

“What’s wrong with most press re- 
leases? I should say that their chief 
fault is that they are too inflated,” he 
says. “There’s too’ much material in 
them which is not really pertinent, 
which is dragged in by the hair of the 
head and has to be blue penciled. 


“Obviously it is to the advantage of 
every press agent to co-operate with 
timely releases, and yet many releases 
reach me when they are no longer news. 


“Since my time in the office is very 
limited, I prefer not to have personal 
visits or phone calls from press agents. 
All releases by mail get my careful at- 
tention. 

“Press agentry could be of greater 
value to me if publicity agents would 
restrict releases to the actual meat of 
the story, by making their releases 
timely, and by restricting their contacts 
to the mail as much as possible.” 


Robert W. Dana 
Robert W. Dana is now handling night 
clubs for The New York Herald-Tribune 
and he, too, objects to “obnoxious 
methods” used by some p. a.’s. 


“This reporter appreciates the fact that 
night club press agents must make a 
living,” says Dana, “and that those who 
flit from one account to another must, 
of necessity, resort sometimes to ob- 
noxious methods to secure even the 
minimum amount of publicity. Never- 
theless, it seems that these smaller fry 
might eacily achieve their purpose with 
less hand wringing and veiled references 
to the poorhouse. Organization, like, 
perhaps, the N. Y. T. P. A. might be 
the answer. It would probably serve to 
weed out the ‘cheap labor,’ thus effect- 
ing better results for the night club 
proprietor, the press representative and 
the astigmatic reporter. 

“On the whole, the night club copy 
that comes to this office is clean and 
readable. Its main defect is wordiness. 
Press agents should realize that the 
editor needs only the news and reserves 
the privilege to ‘blow up’ said news in 
his own language. A few harried indi- 
viduals, usually personal press agents, 
try to manufacture news out of nothing. 
This is the kind of stuff that fills our 
wastebasket. 

“An occasional phone call or personal 
visit is in order if not overdone or 
with too many ulterior motives. But 
experience has taught us to welcome 
contact by mail. And the releases that 
bring best results are generally from 
men who handle several accounts. They 
send the shortest, most intelligible notes 
—and they don’t, as a rule, add post- 
scripts. . 

" up, we believe that the 
field of night club press agentry should 
be restricted to men who know the field 
and who know how to publiciz it 
along the lines mentioned above. Above 
all, it is a business and should be re- 
membered by both parties as such. Any 
social relationship growing out of the 
association should, in our opinion, be 
genuine, not synthetic.” 


Marcus Griffen 

Marcus Griffen, general manager of 
The New York Enquirer, harps on the 
failure of the p. a.’s to provide news in 
their releases. Griffen says: “Most press 
releases from night club praise agents 
contain little information of value from 
@ newspaper standpoint. The majority of 
releases are unprintable blurbs. The 
valuable night club praise agents should 
have the perspective of George D. Lott- 
man, clarity of Mack Millar, the person- 
ality of Dorothy Guliman, the news 
sense of Len Golos, aiertness of Harry 
Sobol and Ferris Hartman, co-operation 
of Irwin Cohn, scope of Monte Proser, 
literary background of Karl Bernstein 
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“BEAUTIFUL EXPONENT OF 
SONG” 


“Her Voice is of a beautiful 
quality... .” 

Chicago Daily News. 
“A really sweet looker who 


exhibits an individuality in 
torch and blue songs.” 


St. Louis Times-Star. 
“Her vocal interpretations 
are excellent. . . .” 
Chicago American 
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our success possible 
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and likability of Dorothy Ross and Joe 
Russell. 


“The majority of praise agents fail to 
realize that their copy must be news and 
worth reading. Few are sufficiently con- 
versant with the needs of night club 
editors to render a service and thus help 
their clients. 


“Praise agents would do better to 
contact working newspaper men by 
phone or riail and thus get more 
attention and save the time of the 
scribes. Night club praise agents should 
realize that friendships with newspaper 
men are not enough. Their work should 


be a combined service to the client and 
newspaper man.” 


Jack Gould 

And now we come to that bulwark 
of journalism, The New York Times. 
Jack Gould, who has been doing its 
Sunday night club column these past 
couple of months, is cautious. 

Says Mr. Gould: “As = new lamb 
thrown to the wolves of 5%d street and 
Broadway, I’m going to stay in out of 
the rain.” 

Okeh, Jack. Didn't we say at the be- 
ginning of this symposium that ws 
wanted to avoid trouble? 
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WEST—-MAX TURNER 
EUROPE—DICK HENRY 


Direction 
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’ The Great 
, INDIAN FAKIR 


Mesmerist of 
Animals 
Presenting the great- 
est  Variety-Music 
Hall Act in the 
world. Running 

time 1 hour. 
50 Crocodiles, 30 
Lions, 50 Snakes 


Yor promotion: 145 different striking lithograplis. 
1,000 cuts, 3 complete wagon loads of material. 


Perma- 
nent ad- 
dress 

The 
Billboard 


New York. 


Bee her hee 


Appearing 


Night Club Reviews RAJAH ae 


International Casino, N. Y. 


The nation’s most colossal night club 
is holding on nicely, now that the tourist 
craze to see the spot is simmering down. 
Having hit as high as $65,000, the gross 
the past couple of weeks has dropped to 
around $40,000, the pre-holiday slump 
apparent*y socking this mammoth spot 
just as bidly as all the others. 


Unless the new French Casino offers 
something super-spectacular, this spot 
should be able to hold its own for a long 
time, depending on tourist trade for 
main support. However, the place itself 
is not the only attraction. The big show 
is something to rave about. 


Jacques Charles has straightened it 
out since the unfortunate premiere when 
the “miracle stage” failed to do its stuff. 
Now the mobile stage works perfectly, 
the floor, sides, back and ceiling moving 
electrically thru 13 motors. Even the 
musicians’ individual chairs can be raised 
or lowered. The stage (146 feet by 43 
feet) is flanked by two mirror curtains 
which are used for impressionistic film 
shots during the stage show. The stage 
includes two tread mills, three revolving 
platforms and two overhead disappearing 
stairways. All of these are utilized to 
move the vast cast (about 110 people) 
quickly on and off, providing a sense of 
easy movement all thru. 


Altho the casino is a huge, rather 
severe room accommodating 1,500 diners, 
the six tiers and lack of obstructing pil- 
lars enable every diner to see the show 
clearly. About 1,300 has been the most 
accommodated for dinner, however, to 
date. And even then, the place was un- 
comfortably jammed. 

As for the Sandrini-Charles show, it is 
now running about an hour and 40 min- 
utes, with a 20-minute intermission sep- 
arating first and last parts. It is really 
the finest job possible, considering the 
size and type of patronage of the room. 
It offers a profusion of talent and pure 
spectacle, given speed thru intelligent 
use of several entrance and exit points. 
As a result, the show is always interest- 
holding and, at times, startling and awe- 
some for its pure magnitude. 

There is more nudity in the show than 
before, but the flesh display is never of- 
fensive. For example, there are the 
three nudes, except for panties, on the 
big prop horses, and then there is the 
nude adagio of Elisabeth and Artini Dell 
Adami (the man being invisible). Dur- 
ing the parade numbers, the girls strut 
in various stages of alluring undress 
that bring memories of Ziegfeld gift for 
making women ever so enticing. 

The show has a thin story thread—very 
thin—opening with the girls having a 
sweepstake winner dream and then set- 
ting out on a long tour. After the initial 

lash, the show goes along nicely, big 
production numbers employing 32 show- 
girls, 20 Chester Hale girls, 12 ballet girls 
and 16 Gertrude Hoffman girls inter- 
spersing the lively specialties. Artini 
is the emsee-singer-dancer. The Gaud- 
smith Brothers offer their familiar but 
still extremely funny dog act. Stadler 
and Rose, in Mickey and Minnie Mouse 
costumes, perform a sweet novelty dance. 
Chrysis De La Grange, comely brunet, 
show-stops with her amazing skill and 
grace on a high rope. Hanging by wrist 
and ankle from a single loop, she achieves 
eye-catching positions, surprising all 
with her feminine grace. Artini, Elisa- 
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( Greetings and Salutations te 


= all my friends! 


To my friends on the coast: 


Will be in your fair city the latter part of January to look for new talent. 


JACK KALCHELW | 


WARTY WHYTE. ASSOCIATE 


32 W. Randolph St. 


a 


Chicago, Ill. 


= Los Angeles Address: Knickerbocker Hotel. 
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beth Adami and Sonia Gorjanc compose R ABOID 305 wn 7st St., 
a ballroom trio offering a smart = a ey t_.7 
number. Mpyrtill and Pacaud, mix ve °° : 
nude team in sparkling silver paint, are sae, MAN 7892. 


an easy hit with their fine adagio, con- 


tortionist and acrobatic routines. 


The second half of the show is more 


artistic, obviously figuring on diners 
being ehmost thru éatiog and, theretore, || AAWG ry Productions | 
more attentive. The Music number gets LINE CTS—NOVELTIES 


For Clubs and Conventions. 


Associated With 
BARNES-CARRUTHERS 
Fair Booking Association, 
121 North Clark, Ch 


this off to a great start. The girl troupes 
do fine work, weaving in and out of 
arresting patterns and dances staged by 
Marcel Berge, the assistant producer. 


ig ey & RANDOLPH iter] 


Bobby May follows this number and ties 


the show into knots. This young, wiry MARAE AEEEE EEE OE" 
novelty juggler performs amazing feats 


THE ORIGINAL 
of balancing and juggling. Follows his AND 
show-stop with juggling balls in rhythm s ZORINE ter NUDISTS 
on a drum while standing on oo head, Y Personal Direction SILL PA PARENT, 
and then his piece de resistance, lighting utler a, 
a cigaret = mouth by catching the y) Besaing hry VAL CAMPBELL, 
lighted match at the end of the cig. After Awae 
a zestful Can-Can number by the ballet, 
the Caligary Brothers ring up another 
smash show-stop with their smooth com- 
edy acrobatics. 


The closing flash has Jeanne Devereaux 
doing a flutter-flutter toe dance while 
weaving a train of silk, and then the 
showgirls and dancers parading in glit- 
tering costumes depicting “Sun's Glory.” 
It’s a grand flash effect. 

Yascha Bunchuk and his 11 men han- 
dle the accompaniment excellently and 


ARTISTS MANAGEMENT 
SEASON’S 


GREETINGS 


17 EAST 45th ST. New York MU 2 1888 
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also play some solid dance music, with 


Gene Fosdick (sax-vocals) leading the J A N. E 
alternate seven-men band. The Fosdick 

outfit plays very: danceable music, re- 
placing George Olsen’s Band, which has 


Melodious Songs 
and 


Musical Monologs 


moved to the La Conga. (Olsen isa part- |1421 Spruce} 
ner in the spot.) Ralph Rotgers’ Band Strest, 
plays the cocktail lounge. Phila., Pa. 


Joe Moss, director of the spot, is the 


host and provides what little sense of 

friendliness such a huge cafe can give. 
Karl Bernstein is handling press rela- 

tions. Paul Denis. 


Trocadero, New York 


For those who can take a bit of Span- 
ish entertainment with their Spanish 
cooking and are in neighborhood of the 
Village, they can take a reasonably safe 
flyer at this intimate little cabaret con- 
ducted by Steve Fanti and Ramon. 

Like the type of food, the diversion 
afforded is entirely native, hardly pre- 
tentious but withal wholesome and ap- 
pealing. The room is squarish, not over- 
crowded by tables, and a proportionately 
spacious floor is provided for the appro- 
priation of those souls who can, and 
those. who think they can, freely make 
use of the Latin rhythms as dispensed 
by the six-piece combination of Juanito 
Sanabria. 


The half hour or so of festivities is 
ringmastered by one genial Jose Moriche, 
who, when not taken up by his emseeing 
chores that are proffered in almost un- 
intelligible English, makes you forgive 
his rendition of King’s English with 
thoroly pleasing Spanish and Andalusian 
vocals. His tones could be classed as a 
fat man’s tenor, and altho not the best, 


MARIA KARSON, p, Sinatng, Secestventet, S- 
ganist and Pianist 
her partner, Singing Guitarist. 
Now ONESTO HOTEL, Canton, 0. 
22nd Week! 


KARSON’S MUSICALES 


still possesses the color and appeal of 


the perfectly tolled slurs and runs pe- 
culiar of his offerings. 

Rita Renaud, short and dark singer, 
assays an American number, I Still Love 
To Kiss You Goodnight, but has to resort 
to a more suitable Bomba for any meas- 
ure of success, but not too much can be 


HOLIDAY GREETINGS 
To My Showfolk Friends. 


Now Managing 
YE TRINITY BAR & RESTAURANT, 


New York City. 


JULIUS ROTH 


566 Seventh Ave. “ Betw. 40th and 41st Streets, 
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TO MY BOSS: 


Thanks for all you have done for me. 


P. S.—I'll be leaving for the coast with you, Jack, after my week at 
the State-Lake January 7th. 
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& said for her in either case. Chita comes 
on for two sessions of castanet clacking : 1s 
and heel clicking and is easily the hit of : 

Hi oliday Greetings the show. Her first number is done in 
: accepted classic costume of shawl, bil- 

lowing skirt, etc., and the second in 


B TER peasant folk getup. Tho not a study in 
intricate stepping, her dancing has all 9 
the verve and charm necessary. eason a 
HEVI' | ed as Chiquita, young, pretty, slim and in a — 
costume that reveals quite a bit of shape- “i 
ly femininity, offers a novelty lively + 
rumba on toe. % ig 
The dance team of Los Marinos in two - 
numbers, a tango and a bolero with Ori- * ree S Be 
ental embellishments, impress as average 
in all departments. Their appearance is 
good, their steps are fair and few, and 


their finesse can be greatly improved. 
Highlights of their work were a series of 


successive running lifts and some — 
head spins. 
Show is repeated three times nightly. RADIO ( ' Pr ¥ 
Never a cover charge and dinners range 
from $1 to $2. George Colson. 
Walnut Room, Bismarck 
Hotel, Chicago 


Refreshingly continental, this Ran- 
dolph street room continues to attract 
a good class of people who appreciate 
pleasant surroundings and clean enter- 
tainment. 

A leading drawing feature here is 
the good food, priced very reasonably. 

Added to this is the eight-piece orchestra 
ensemble of Eddie Varzos, which special- 
izes in both swing and Latin tunes, but 
is more popularly known for its finesse 
in the latter field. The outfit as a 


unit has improved remarkably in show- ee 
manship since its early days and is now ; 
rated as one of the leading bands here. 


Eddie is aces with his fiddle and his 


A CREATIVE EMCEE WITH A emseeing is fittingly gracious. The boys 
SINGING VOICE AND MATERIAL are winding up an engagement of a little 4 EN I ER 
THAT IS DIFFERENT over nine months February 3 and then 


Just closed six months of a real nna Rg led four-week RKO Midwest 


pleasant engagement at the CASA Esther Todd, the ork's blond swing 
GRANDE, Washington, D. c., fol- warbler, opens the show with a pair New ork } 
lowing the Town Casino, Miami tunes which at this showing were Swing : 
Beach, Fla., and guest star at for Sale and You Can’t Stop Me From Ge 

Jack Dempsey’s. Dreaming. While the kid ~ 4 phn rT 

voice, she has a sweet personali wa 
Per. Add. Billboard, N. Y. City eax eh eaianenem. hae 
Jose Bethancourt, the Charlie Chanish 


ener 
—— 


Season’s Greetings from ; 
Merry Christmas And A Happy 1938! ( 


Gilbert~Walker|| THE DUANOS 


IDEAS INCORPORATED (Dencle and Antonio) 


ANKS TO: “The Ballroom Dance Team That Is Different” 
SID TOMACK and REIS BROS." TOBY WING RECENT ENGAGEMENTS: 
po Bd ROSS and BENNETT 10 weeks Agua Caliente Hotel Tijuana, Mexico 
THREE SLATE BROS. JOE LEWIS 4 weeks Biltmore Bowl Los Angeles 
AMES and ARNO hg hee 2 weeks Rancho San Pablo El Cerrito be) 
eg MILT’ DOUGLAS , NOW PLAYING RETURN ENGAGEMENT AGUA GALIENTE HOTEL 
SHAW and LEE WILLIE SHORE hanks to Joe Faber 


and the many others who ave contributing to our success 


— 


AN OLD FASHIONED WISH K 


season’s greetings : A Merry Christmas 
: aith A Happy New Year 


NICHOLAS BROTHERS? Barbara Parks 


Se a ieee recat ee 


* “Statuesque Goddess of Song”’ 
Exclusive Management — WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
“BABES IN ARMS” 


and 


COTTON CLUB 
New York 


ARTHUR ARGYRIES 


THE MUTUAL ENTERTAINMENT EXCHANGE 
extends holiday greetings to his many friends and business associates. 
Loew’s Rochester Theater Bidg., Rochester, N. Y. 
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’ 
season § 


greetings 


| FANCHON 


nd 


MARCO 


30 Rockefeller Plaza 
City 


New York 


“ To All Our Friends 
Everywhere 


A MERRY XMAS 


Ambassador 
Bidg., St. Louis 


Theater 


Besseees 


5600 Sunset Bivd., 
Hollywood 


DAVE 


HAPPY vow nar HACKER 


JUNE 


SIDELL 


Creators of Smart Dance Travesty 


(10th month of consecutive ap- 


a Ma al 


press, Paris. 


pearance in the leading Capitals 
of Europe)—Add. American 


OHANY AND GEORGE 


now appearing 
at the 
YACHT CLUB, New York 
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marimba player with the Varzos aggre- 
gation, next steps on the floor for an 
original selection that has the proper 
flavoring. Maxine Marfield, airy acro 
dancer, followed with a routine and an 
encore that was stock but attention- 
rating work. 

Eddie Varzos takes a spot of his own, 
playing his violin with feeling. When 
caught he offered Dark Eyes, an expert 
version. 


Holiday Greetings 
From 


LOUISE 
Ted and Mary Taft, modern dance CLAYTON 
team, pranced thru a couple of numbers 


satisfactorily, being particularly effective S 
in their fast high-kick routine. 

Nellie Fitzpatrick plays an organ be- 
tween dance sessions and in just the 
right key to keep the merry pace steady. 
A new feature is the Cuban Swing 
Night on Tuesdays, during which tango 
and rumba tunes are prominent. 

Roy Steffen is managing director. W. 
H. Padgett continues as p. a. 

Sam Honigberg. 


26 and North Club, 
Milwaukee 


This is one of the fastest growing 
clubs in the city, operated by Roy Tako 
and Oscar Plotkin. Some $3,000 has re- 
cently been invested in remodeling, and 
a continued modernization program is 
turning it into a bright nightery. 
Enough table room surrounding the ele- 
vated dance floor and bandstand to seat 
280, and business has been steady and 
good. A 25-cent cover charge is in effect 
and there are few complaints from the 
trade, which is given a fast swing show 
and plenty of dance music. 

Senia Gamsa, of Chicago, has been 
booking and staging the shows and is a 
pitching in with a good job. Acts fit 
this environment. Bill Davison and his 
six-piece band supply lowdown jazz that P . 
is feverish and rhythmical. Bill, for- Season’s Greetings 
merly with Benny Meroff’s outfit, blows from 
@ mean trumpet. The boys with him Sy’ 
are Frank Newton and Red Heubner, | 
saxes; Dayton Newton, trumpet; Arlyn 
Dupre, drums, and Gene Pairan, piano. 

Bill features Freddie Stritt, Helen 

at 80 Grove St., at Sheridan 
Square, New York, N. Y. 


Vocal and Acrobatic Dancing 


Soubrette With Real Sensational 
Novelty Réutines 


207 Columbus Ave., N. Y. City. 


Permanent Address: | 
EN-dicott 2-9822. 


Savage, Wilma Novak and the Blondell 
Twins. With the exception of Stritt, 
whose emseeing job is now handled by 
Bert Gilbert, all acts are in their fifth 
week. General impression of the show 
is that of a Harlem revue ambitiously 
impersonated by white competitors. It 
has speed; it is plenty loud vocally and 
musically, and, what is probably more 
important, it amuses the check holders, . 


Season's Greetings 


GLADYS CRANE 


SONG AND DANCE COMEDIENNE 


NOW IN TENTH WEEK YACHT CLUB, CHICAGO 


MATERIAL BY GILBERT AND WALKER 


Seasons Greetings 
James Charles Alice 


NICE-FLORIO-LUBOW 
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' 
r Blondell Twins, youthful and attrac- oy. . 
tive platinum blonde acrobats, do a ; ii 
challenge routine that boasts a few aa a 
. ° clever, if not unusual, tricks and re- Se + 
season's & reetings turn for a Big Apple strut that is an 4 vi 
eye magnet. i . 
Helen Savage is a good Ada Brown of * ‘ Ja 
her race, slimmer but just as mature. 
She lets loose with lowdown rhythm 


and at this showing was held for sev- 
eral numbers. o ‘ 
. Wilma Novak is another swing per- h 
former, opening her turn with a bit of W 1S ing 
song and going into a couple of torso- 


shaking routines. The girl has a 
shapely body. 


Freddie Stritt emseed and did bits O da l l h 
NOW ON TOUR WITH from - apace vaude act. Was not as y u t € 


strong as when he appeared with his 
DAVE APOLLON’S entire offering at one time, not having 2 
: any chances here to build to a climax. | 2g ges 


“ ° ae ” 4 Collette, his acrobatic partner, is gagged 
Varieties of 1938 thru a stock number. 


puunit, and ayivis ne ana anes || @nd the best a 


Brent make a pair of capable table 
gingers. Sam Honigberg. i 


Alpine Village, Cleveland of ever, Y thing 


Herman Pirchner, the irrepressible e 
certainly goes in for something just a oo in 
little different in the matter of floor 
shows. 
' During the Great Lakes Exposition he }; 
brought Faith Bacon to his Show Boat t él 
and all but disrupted the carefully laid fi rom Ee af 


plans to run the fair without nudity. 
At his Hofbrau he has turned to classic 


Season’s Greetings To All music to please his patrons. For years tiniest stars a 


tume have dispensed characteristic cee | 


D cua aoe ae 


Thanks to Personal Direction: 
DAVE APOLLON « JACK BLUM 
and BERNARD BURKE Hollywood, Calif. 


———— me 


| 


: music at the Alpine Village on Play 


House Square. Now Herman has turned in 
to opera. 
q Himself a singer and entertainer, 
Pirchner has seen fit to stage two 
. streamlined versions of popular opera as 


. 
his current floor show. Old Heidelberg show business 
\ is one and From Vienna to ——— =e 
° ° other. Pirchner is responsible for e 
International Comedian idea and sings leading roles. Support- 
ing him are Virginia Gibson, Richara 


Morehead, Leroy Poldie Ken, Paul Klatt : 
* and Carl Traush. As a background there 


is the Royal Viennese Orchestra under : a 
direction of Ruby Chamelik. The op- ie 
erettas gO on once each evening. : 


s During the engagement of the Gay : 
, Repr esentatives Blades of the Arena, Karl Schaefer, 
GEORGE FOSTER NAT KALCHEIM Se ee 


the Village leading the orchestra 


" Chamelik and Schaefer studied violin 

| Europe WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY || Chemelik and Schaefer, studied violin j | 
VU. S. his.own orchestra when in his native 

7 land. H. R. Hoyt. 


Dante’s Club, Kansas City 


/ 
- Eli Madlof, who bills himself as The 
Mad Russian, is beginning his fourth | 
consecutive year this week as emsee at 4 


this spot, one of the brightest of the 4 
many on 12th street. 


| Johnny Whetstine’s orchestra does a e 
wish you a | ~swell job of dispensing rhythm for terps, 

} and floor show this week includes Emma tf 

merry xmas Pritchard, singer; Francis Stillman and : 

and ‘ Lena Rivers, female impersonators; and ‘ 

the Scandalettes, dance line of shapely ; 

happy new year young local gals. 
Patrons enjoyed each act, one after 


another, altho none was of a superior 
AND ALL HIS FACES 


type. Miss Pritchard, sexy in her = 

throaty vocal appeal and manner of : i 

dress, took the largest hand and re- ‘ 

turned for an encore. The line of danc- 
: ers was brightly costumed, perhaps to * 

> . . a ; reflect the holiday spirit, but the 
Season s Greetings routines could be classed only as ade- 
quate. Nevertheless, the act went over 


well, and beer-sipping customers called ‘hg 
RUTH DENNING Fe ee i 
Stillman and Rivers are the best of ? 
their kind in Kansas City. They re- : 


ceived their usual good hand. But the M ger 
whole show is Madlof, snappily attired at 
HOLLYWOOD and fast-thinking emsee, whose style 1 
RESTAURANT _— nooage -- a. — > paren = : ie 
=e. ee Sa s location during e straight . 
— New York weeks he has been in charge of pro- § e 


7 grams. if 

—_ — Food and service are average. Patron- 
age has been excellent the past month. in 
Four shows are given nightly. Personal Representative 4 


Dave Dexter Jr. 


season’s greetings 


= || ARTHUR FISHER AGENCY 


1560 Broadway, New York Bryant 9-6352-3 


a On Hotel MR. MARTIN M. WAGNER 
inbow Lounge, Hotel Geo. 
Washington, Jacksonville ee ees ee 


A swanky swingorium, this lounge re- | 
opened Wednesday to a turnaway crowd. 3s 
Spot has been doubled in size and seats 
up to 400 without crowding. 

New dance floor has been installed on 


sot 

Me 

Me 

a5 a hydraulic lift and is raised for floor g 
show. No columns here to obstruct the 4 ‘= 

we view. For a wonder some consideration ——— x 
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season s greetings 


SOPHIE TUCKER 


* 


*« 
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Soenson’ 5 Greetings 


ay. 


“But the job of stopping all pro- 
ceedings went to Grace and Nikko, 
who burlesqued the Ball- Room 
Dance to bang-up results for this 
audience. Recently here at the —_ 
sino Parisienne, they return as 
smacking vaudeville act. The air 
still gets opening oom from 
audience due to striking A ny 
They turn in a walloping rough- 
house knockabout ballroom burlesque 
and had to - away.’’—Variety. 


MS 
ath at ae Fis 


“oe 


iar th 1 Yt OY er oe Te DY 


“SATIRICAL DANCE STYLISTS” 
NOW PLAYING 


CHEZ PAREE 


CHICAGO 


The hit of every show. The 

only act of its kind in the 

world. December 16-31, the 

Star Attraction in Duessel- 

dorf, Apollo Theatre. We 

wish all Managers, Agents 
and Friends 


A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND 
A HAPPY NEW YEAR. 


Best wishes to Mr. and Mrs. 
Phil Bloom, Solo Agent for 
U. S. A.: MR. PHIL BLOOM, 
Care Music Corporation of 
America, 745 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 


FRED er er he} 


Sha AAI ATE TERRE RE TP AE TET SP TPB: 


ADVERTISE IN THE BILLBOARD — YOU'LL BE 
SATISFIED WITH RESULTS 


has been given to the comfort of enter- 
tainers. Nice large dressing rooms are 
located on the mezzanine, and a grand 
stairway leads directly to the dance 
floor. 

Ennis Peters’ six-piece combo is a 
danceable outfit and does a sweet job 
with the swingy stuff. Also supports 
the show in a fine manner. 

Ted Chapeau, emsee, does a Bing 
Crosby. Has a fair singing voice and 
handles the chatter with poise and a 
good speaking voice, building up the 
acts nicely. 

Wanda Dawson, beautiful sorrel top 
and a Miami favorite, sold three sophis- 
ticated songs to big returns. Did Who 
Is the Mother of Our Country and Vieni, 
Vieni in great style, encoring with The 
Fuller Brush Man, 

Jean May, cute blondlet, did some ex- 
cellent control work, coming back to 
further solidify herself in a pleasing tap 
routine. 

Lane, Tree and Edwards, male cluster 
of nuts, pulled a bag of tricks patterned 


_ after the Ritz Brothers sans the dancing. 


Kept the customers in an uproar with 
their zany antics, 
stuff. Exited to a weighty mitt. 

Spot is in the midsection, caters to 
and gets a high-class clientele. Three 
shows nightly except Sunday. No mini- 
mum or cover week days, but a dollar 
minimum Saturdays. W. H. Colson, 


= . . * 
Luigi’s Italian Village, 
Syracuse, N. Y. 

An all-girl, all-dance revue, featuring 
the Dancing Cocktails, six shapely step- 
pers, is the new show at Luigi's, but tiny 
Johnny Primer, a vest-pocket emsee with 
a Morton Downey tenor, does a job of 
grand larceny, stealing the show away 
from the dancing damsels. 

Primer works simply, unostentatiously, 
but with a surprising grip on the crowds. 
He had 'em open-mouthed with the old 
tear-jerker, Dirty Hands, Dirty Face. 


He's ‘ough competition for any unit that 
moves into the Village. 
The Cocktails offer nothing particular- 


erat GREETINGS 


° 


ALBENICE 


presenting 
HINDU MAGIC 


risque songs and | 


and Making Box-Office Doldrums 
Disappear for Cafes, Night Clubs 
and Theatres Everywhere. 


2 


RETTA RAY 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 
to all her friends 
here and abroad 
Now ROYALE FROLICS, Chicago 


season’s greetings 


helen 


~/| 


AX 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 


AND 
HIS 


Now on Tour With 
DAVE APOLLON’S “Varieties of 1923” 


GANG 


direction: 
Bernard Burke 
Max Roth + E nag 
Curtis & Allen Agency osters Agency 
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ly new, but work with speed and smooth- — & } 
ness. Alyce Mack, a shapely brunet, 


does a fast acrobatic number, climaxed ry ie a; 
by a leaping cartwheel over five girls ; a - 
that clicked nicely. Dorothy Webster LS - 
has a neat tap routine, and Bernice Reid ; ma 
puts over her jazz toe number with con- ; 


Season’s 
| Greetings 


siderable smartness. The Cocktails are 
poured in together at the finish for a 
really good circus acrobatic finale. 


tJ : 
The show is clean as a whistle, well ; | Hy 
dressed and well liked by crowds. . 
The Village, renovated smartly by 4 
Luigi, was hit by the pre-holiday slump, 5 ry 
from 


but came back with Christmas and is 
again the most popular spot in down- 
town Syracuse. Minimum, 75 cents. 

E. R. Vadeboncoeur. 


Chateau Country Club, THE COLUMBIA d ° 
sus uttpret essume | ENTERTAINMENT BUREAU) =| 


Dt hk. 


CARL « LEONE 


BONNER 


Singing Stars 


night club in Wisconsin, a spacious F - 
square room accommodating 600 persons WILLIAM B. ROBBINS, Managing Directeur 
and up-to-date dance floor and band 


shell richly draped with red curtains, HELEN DENNERT—AL MOSS—MYRON HEN 
its ceiling trimmed with indirect neon a ON CO 


lighting effects. ¥ 

Bee Se te eer ennttaic enean 702 Palace Theatre Bidg. Phone BR-yant 9-9556-7 
conveniently located bar and more seat- 
ing tables reserved for the overflow. No New York City 
danger of any big business during un- 
favorable weather conditions, however 


as the club is located some five miles ; Representing Artists of All Descriptions for Hotels, a | 
west of Milwaukee. It has been most 

coesenait Gadina Sho siausen Ge Night Clubs, Theatrical Productions, Banquets, etc. ; 
ing all the advantages for a day’s re- 
laxation and amusement. 

Leonard “Tutz” Stefano, who for- WE EXTEND THANKS TO SUCH PLEASED CLIENTS AS 
merly piloted this venture, is a —s - “ 
reopened it only three weeks ago is TED LEWIS, giving LORETT. ; 
offering between $700 and $1,000 floor- ‘A LANE, a dancing youngster, a break. 
shows in addition to a 10-piece dance H. A. LANZNER, Cocoanut Grove, atop the Park Central Hotel, N. Y. City. 


r] ‘ 
Season's Greetings 
G 3 Show caught last Sunday night dia || TOMMY MAREN, the Pent House, atop the Bradford Hotel, Boston, Mass. 


not click, due to a very small crowd. 
| A blaine omowatorm and an icy soad || TOM WILLIAMS, Club Bagdad, Miami Beach, Fla. 
dampened all business hopes. FREDDIE MEYERS, Freddie’s, Cleveland, Ohio. . : ‘ 


| Now Playing The 
DE WITT HOTELS 
Dir. M.C.A. 


Six Frances Allis dancers, a cute line, 
- open and close with mildly constructed LUCILLE G EDWARD DWY Berwic New 

Admniracion Shampoo but pleasing soutiann, A good bet for RMASIE BRINE, Look ° =. am Boneh, ok, W. J. q ; 
smart hotel rooms, kids smartly cos- ° out House ington, Ky. : 7 
Charles Dallas Reach Advertising tumed and making a very attractive ap- 2 ’ 


pearance. MRS. HERIG, Herig’s Village, Columbus, Ohio. ' | mg 
Olive Faye followed opening number iN 
Sunday 6:30-7 P.M. E.S.T. with a Russian swing song and dance MR. & MRS. H. WEINZIMMER, Club Avalon, Cleveland, Ohio. (fl “ 
that can stand curtailment of a vocal ; 7 
Wor-Mutual Broadcasting System chorus and more emphasis on her sock SONNY GELTZEILER, St. Francis Hotel, Newark, N. J. 
steps. Louise Miller, songstress, held on 
Booking Direct ter thee uuiieee thet. Gus to .the SAM CLEAVER, Club Embassy and Stanley Grille, Montreal, Canada. 
many deserted tables, did not endure a , : i y 
1441 ex pod York City e-paper emery Bom J. BIRNBAUM & M. FLUNE, Blue Mirror, Baltimore, Md 
— Buddy Lake, emsee, ccs his turn — - a 
with a funy takeoff of Shadow an And many One-Night Entertainment Committees ir. L * 
delivery of some stock gags. Garron —_— . for their confidence 
and Bennett, a better than average ball- and splendid co-operation. 


room team, did an impressive Moorish 
routine and whirlwind bolero. Some i 
fancy tricks were displayed, smoothly 
blended with each other. 

Prancita, gold dancer, was on for a 
flashy nude parade. The gold paint and 
Oriental costume getup make a novel if 
none too brilliant sight. 


Clem Mann, local musician, is debut- 
ing here as a leader with a 10-piece ork 
that dishes out good dance and show 


r Season’s Greetings From 


STANLEY W. WATHON to all 


Europe's Best and Biggest Circus Agent 


EXCLUSIVELY BOOKING 
TOWER CIRCUS, BLACKPOOL............... 12th Year 


; | 
HIPPODROME, GREAT YARMOUTH........... 13th Year ni | 
BELLE VUE CIRCUS, MANCHESTER 9th Year Beauvell and Tova | ia 
. x - 


KELVIN HALL CIRCUS, GLASGOW........... 7th Year 
AGRICULTURAL HALL CIRCUS, LONDON...... 14th Year 
WAVERLEY CARNIVAL, EDINBURGH......... 24th Year 
STADIUM CIRCUS, LIVERPOOL.............. 2nd Year 


ALSO BOOKING VAUDEVILLE REVUE IN ENGLA = er 
and sss ™" - : SEASON’S GREETINGS 


WINTERGARTEN THEATRE, BERLIN, GERMANY - me 4 ae MURIEL CHARLES ‘Gt 
BIG ATTRACTIONS ALWAYS REQUIRED 


LES, COMM PARKERS FREDER 
Address All Letters Regarding Bookings to: = . ; | « q t. 
STANLEY W. WATHON - International Song Sweethearts” |. a 


33 QUEENSBOROUGH TERRACE, LONDON, W. 2. on - s | SLIGH & TYRRELL Chicago 
: Cable: BRAVISSIMO, LONDON ————— | 5 faa 
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season’s greetings 


from 33a 


MIRTH ani MACK 


MARIO & FLORIA—— 


The Uimost in Dancing 


extend 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 


STATLER HOTEL, Detroit, Mich. 


direction: 
MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 


FIVE JUGGLING JEWELS 


(The Original Carlton Sisters) 


NOW BIG SUCCESS IN EUROPE 
Christmas Season 5 Weeks 
THE STADIUM CIRCUS, Liverpool, England 
Booked by STANLEY W. WATHON 


ea? 


American Representatives: 
Vaudeville: SIMON AGENCY. Fairs: GEORGE A. HAMID. 


music. Eddie Powell, singing intermis- 
sion pianist, carries a large catalog of 
songs in his memory and is therefore 
useful at tables and popular with par- 
ties. 

A new show, scheduled to play here 
when this is in print, is headed by Lee 
Morse, and includes Lester and Irma- 
jean, an emsee and six Faith Bacon girls. 

Sam Honigberg. 


Parisien Grill, Budapest 
(Month of December) 


American talent still predominates at 
this, the best of Central European night 
spots. Altho off season, business is still 
good. 

Current headline attractions are St. 
Clair and Day and Mickey Braatz, both 
American acts. 

Maurice St. Clair and Gloria Day, ball- 
room dancers, appeared here in the sum- 
mer. Team turns in a grand performe 
ance that is both graceful and rhythmic, 
while it commands attention by originale 
ity of routines. Miss Day wears attrac- 
tive gowns with an air of distinction. 

Mickey Braatz chalks up a hit that 
will be remembered here for a long time. 
Her fast-paced acrobatic and rhythm 
dancing wins applause while she invests 
her performance with personality and 
showmanship that has a telling effect. 
Girl is quite at home with juggling, and 
this coming from a femme dancer is an 
agreeable surprise. 

Juggling, mainly with clubs, is the 
forte of the Three Lederers, two men and 
a girl, who turn in a fine performance. 

The Mexicanos, three, are daring 
adagioists with a type of routine that 
is surefire at this spot. 

Franca Villa, gorgeous looking and 
shapely Spanish dancer, stands out with 
her tango and castanet dances. Pallos 
Ica is a local emsee with plenty of au- 
dience appeal, and Linder Maga, Suzy 
Moran and the Parisien Grill Girls do 
well in their assignments. B. R. 


Statler Terrace Room, 
Cleveland 


Statler Terrace Room has changed en- 
tertainment policy after a month’s try- 
out of floor show of three attractions. 
It has cut its program to one act, leav- 


Kaye and band to furnish music for 
dancing, with Roger Stearn pounding 
away at the piano in the cocktail lounge 
during the earlier hours of the evening. 

First attraction under new regime is 
Norman Harris and Sylvia Shore, who 
combine a surprising amount of mock- 
ing fun and grace in a dance revue. 


| REEVE 


ing the remainder of the time to Sammy. 


from 
WILL WEBER 
ATTRACTIONS 
JIM MOREHEAD JACK MILLER 


arranger-composer associate 


BERT FROHMAN 
TONI LANE 
JACKSON CLIFFORD & 


JOHN STEELE 

ROY SEDLEY 
JOHNNY & GEORGE 
SONI SHAW 
OWENS & PARCO 
GAYE DIXON 
MARY BURTON 
BOB KROLL 

RITA WHITE 
CHARLES BEAL 


1560 Broadway, 
New York City 
Wisconsin 7-5223-5218 


= Season’s Greetings === 


Holiday Greetings 


SWIFTS 


kk 


ae 


Rangers. 


3) Dexter Sisters Trio (Inst. and Vocal). 


6) Senator Ford (The Yankee Humporist). 


i 


JOHN “POP” DIBBLE 


“The Daddy of ’em all” 
Premier Exhibitor of Movies in U. S. and Canada, 


In association with Miss RUTH MACK 
1585 Broadway, Strand Theatre Roof. 


Season’s Greetings Extended By 


RUTH MACK and 
1) Patt Patterson—Authentic Cowboy, Author and Western Guide with his Round-up 


2) Master Buddy Walters—Vitaphone Kid Star—Warners’ Kiddie Revue. 


4) Patricia and Rene (Les Danseurs, Palladium, London, 1938. 
5) James Harvey Burgess (The Country Editor), W.P.A., Atlantic City. 


Rainbow Room, October 6 to November 16, 1937 
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| ED DUKOFF Jf cs: wit crorsess‘ciowning:” aye ana 2 TO ALL OUR FRIENDS 


his boys hold out with his orchestra, #& 
plus three vocalists. Their programs in- jy SHIRLEY 
clude many original numbers by Sammy, "¢e 


Publicity 
Hotel Edison, New York 


United Theatres, Inc. 


San Juan, Puerto Rico, show and business was way off. While 


is naturally difficult to sell anything 
when there are few buyers around, a 
good act is easily discernible. Principal 
fault of this bill is its length, uncom- g “DANCE seiiiieiiagees 
fortable even at a showing when encores “¢» 
were nonexistent. ® 
It seems that fewer but better acts MANY THANKS TO MCA 
‘ would make the show more compact and "(isn ry, 
— Season’s Greetings | far more entertaining. Cliff Winehill has oo 
— ae 


iP SP 


WPEN, Phila. 
WOV and WBIL, New York. 


PD ee ber bus 


tor OF tat TT xe pie 7 to Bie Bie Poet Pio 2 h soe gee hago" 
been held over as emsee and is clever 


and fast enough to handle almost any 
MAX RICHARD situation. Is a good story seller and 
song satirist. 


’ The line of eight dancers and four 
Artist Representative show girls open with a swingy Hit the 


who is going to town as a composer or . 
popular songs. ; H. R. Hoyt. - N 
Colosimo’s, Chicago AN D > 
4 
It was the night before Christmas Eve 
when we stopped in to catch the new sy 
it 
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Bottle production routine, followed by 


Sally Osman, local songstress, who stayed 


PICTURES - RADIO on for two special arrangements of. pop 
tunes. Kid’s voice is somewhat clogged * 
THEATRES - CLUBS but salesmanship is okeh. 


Auburn and Dodge whirled thru a 
brief but fast and tricky roller-skating 
* specialty. Make a nice showing in red, 

flashy costumes. The Costellos, operatic 


pair here for months, were next with 


CARLYSLE 


high note selections. Have good voices ‘ 

48 West 48th St., but man’s personality is none too forte. d raf 
Barry, Breen and Wyler did a short mH 

New York City face-slapping knoc«about routine that an . 

‘ looked fair, and Don Enrico, the rotund F 


Bryant 9-0903 tenor now in his fourth year, — rn 

1 a ak f tock 

re | a SA ca fa io, eer in a Symphony of Tunes 
Grisha and Brona, modernistic gir ; 

é GREETINGS FROM ab oy - ) 4 EXTEND SEASON’S GREETINGS 

y RAY CONLIN y (See NIGHT CLUB on page 117) TO ALL THEIR FRIENDS 

G soo rinnels pam "stse ines wo | More Night Club Reviews : ee ee 

State Theatre), DETROIT, 4 
* And GEORGE MACK, Associate Booker. on Page 117 
Zar reeeeeBaaaaan’ 
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Direction 
MILES INGALLS 


INCORPORATED 


Suite 2101 1501 Broadway 
NEW YORK 


HOLIDAY GREETINGS 


HOWARD NICHOLS 


“ACE OF HOOPS” 


, : ; MY THANKS TO MCA 
Season’s Greetings } FOR SOLID BOOKINGS 


BETTY and FREDDY 
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* R O B E a T Ss * . Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year 
Tarr ntan—— LEO FEIST, Inc.) 
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U.S. ACTS EYE AUSTRALIA 


10 Weeks and Options for 20; 
Youth, Flash, Novelty Wanted 


7 
Tivoli Circuit reopens market for U. S. acts—circuit 
pays round-trip and between-jumps fare—taxes not too 
high—conditions good—looks and youth preferred 
* <p 


SEATTLE, Wash., Dec. 27.—Acts returning here from Australian tours have 
been deluged with inquiries from other acts asking about vaude conditions in 
Australia and New Zealand. Sandy Lang, of the act of Three Flames which 
recentiy returned from an Australian tour, outlines Australian conditions as they 
affect American talent, pointing out that Australian audiences are smart and 
modern, having become familiarized with American slang by American talkies. He 


cautions acts, however, against trying to 
Australian audiences would rather hear 
the American stuff straight. American 
acts shouldn’t think their stuff is too 
original either, Lang says. “Most of 
the better American radio programs are 
rebroadcast over Australian chains via 
recordings, while the news agencies fur- 
nish a complete line of gag and humor 
magazines.” Because of this, says Lang, 
American acts are often shocked . when 
reaching Australia and discovering that 
their choice comedy bits and gags are 
already familiar stuff. 


Lang says “today Australia is tops for 
American vaude acts. 


“A few years ago the antipodes were 
entirely fleshless. The Benjamin Fuller 
Circuit went exclusively pictures and the 
J. C. Williamson Circuit closed to await 
the end of the depression. Starvation 
among the population was imminent 
and something had to be done. What 


Was accomplished had much to do with 
(See U. S. ACTS on page 117) 


Season’s Greetings 


JUNE, JOAN & JERI 


(HARRISON SISTERS) 
now appearing 


COMMODORE PERRY HOTEL 
Toledo, Ohio 


with 
LANG THOMPSON Orchestra 
On the air via NBC | 
COAST TO COAST 
Season's Greetings! 


JACKSON axo NEDRA 


Opening Return Engagement 
ROYALE FROLICS, Chicago 
next week, 


Thanks to Denis Cooney 


H oliday Greetings 


ROSE BERNARD 


3d Year at 
“THE WHEEL” 
22 Warren Street, New York City 
Downtown’s Most Popular Rendezvous 


GREETI NG), ad 


o 


Australize American slang, pointing out 


Small-Town Houses 
Want Novelty Acts 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—Local bookers who 
have the few out-of-town theater ac- 
counts using week-end vaude report that 
acts not wanted by the operators are 
those that can be seen or heard for noth- 
ing. Small-town audiences, they point 
out, will not buy singing acts regardless 
of their quality, getting all that type 
of entertainment they want on the 
radio. Same holds true for orchestra 
music and stereotyped comedians. 

In reviewing the bills used by the 
theaters during the year, it is noted that 
novelty acts are occupying the top posi- 
tion. Good knockabout turns and 
dancers, singles and teams, using ap- 
plause-getting tricks have also been 
prominent on most of the programs. 

And, too, night clubs are now operat- 
ing in most of the small towns ard are 
featuring singing and music at all times. 
The customers will support a combo 
house policy only when they are offered 
entertainment they cannot buy any- 
where else. 


English Circuit Dropping Flesh 


LONDON, Dec. 25.—Union Cinema Cir- 
cuit, controlled by Associated British 
Pictures, may drop stage shows in all 
its theaters. Box-office reaction in those 
Union houses that have already cut out 
fiesh is being studied. 

Action would follow the recently in- 
creased cost of films. 


Pit Man Directs Philharmonic 


DETROIT, Dec. 25.—Alexander A. 
Green has been made director of the 
Masonic Philharmonic Orchestra, new 
Detroit musical organization. Green was 
formerly director of the Temple Theater 
vaude pit orchestra for many years. 


If You Haven’t Read 
DAVE VINE’S COLUMN 


then you are missing a real treat! 
Vine’s “‘As I See It” 


appears in each issue of 


The Billboard 


Detroit Spots 
Pay Tax or Else 


DETROIT, Dec. 25.—Sales tax sleuth 
and a “busted boiler” were added to the 
cold wave .and business recession as 
sources of headaches for night spot op- 
erators in this territory last week. 


Tax officials took over receipts of the 
Gamble Inn, leading east side spot, for 
alleged back payments on the State 3 
per cent sales tax due. The spot is open 
as usual, but tax officials are seeing 
that the receipts, evidentiy making some 
allowance for running expenses, go di- 
rect to the State until the payment is 
made up. Similar procedure was also 
taken at Joe Bathey’s Cafe, a downtown 
spot. 

At Mt. Morris, Mich., a boiler failed in 
the Continental Cafe, putting acts there 
out of work for one night. Walter Ryan, 
local deputy of the American Federation 
of Actors, agreed to remission of salary 
for the one night not worked, plus a 
five-day engagement, instead of seven, 
for the following week, as the spot 
closed Monday and Tuesday. 


Bridgeport Sunday Vaude? 


BRIDGEPORT, Dec. 25.—In an effort 
to legalize Sunday vaude in this city in 
accordance with the Connecticut State 
law which allows local option, a public 
hearing was held this week to get the 
sentiments of the populace. 


Those appearing in support of the pe- 
tition included Peter Benard, president 
of the Central Labor Union and also an 
official of the Motion Picture Operators’ 
Union; Harry Shaw, division manager for 
the Loew-New England Circuit; J. Tas- 
sinaro, president of the stagehands; 
Samuel A. Lefkowitz, of The Billboard 
and American Federation of Actors; 
John J. O'Neill, of the musicians’ union. 


Those opposing the granting of the 
petition included representatives from 
the local Pastors’ Association. Later in 
the week a favorable report was submit- 
ted to the council by the committee. 

Meanwhile performances are being al- 
lowed on Sundays by special permit of 
the police board. 


Vaudevi 


AL TRAHAN added to his laurels as 
trap-shooting champ of this show biz 
by winning a couple of first prizes at 
the two-day meet at Travers Island of 
the New York Athletic Club. Saturday 
he won a 22-pound turkey and Sunday 
captured the Class A shoot with a score 
of 99 out of a possible 100. Trahan 
leaves for the Coast soon. . 


KEN MURRAY and Oswald booked for 
three dates, with Chicago, January 14; 
Boston, January 27, and Cleveland for 
February 11... . JIMMY DORSEY and 
band open at the Oriéntal, Chicago, 
February 4... . NAT RENARD, former 
vaudevillian, has been appointed general 
manager of all Harry Howard units... . 
DAVE APOLLON plays the RKO house in 
Kansas City February 4 and one in 
Cleveland February 25. LARRY 
VINCENT, radio singer, makes a week’s 
p. a. at Fay’s, Philly, starting January 14. 
ary 14....RINNEY BOY, “wonder dog,” 
piloted by *. O. Sheetz, entertained the 
800 inmates at the Tennessee State 
Prison, Nashville, December 16, on a pro- 
gram sponsored by the Nashville Ameri- 
can Legion Post No. 5. Sidney Grooms 
served as emsee. 


le Notes 


FLORENCE TARR’S show at the Shel- 
ton Hotel, New York, last week was can- 
celed when her accompanist, Pay Foster, 
fell and broke her leg just before the 
first number. Miss Foster is now re- 
cuperating at a hospital... . NORMA 
TERRIS, Zito, Madge and Lillian, Marion 
Carr, Garland and Chula, Abner Silver, 

Engel and Pearl Dixon compose 
the show which took the Champlain 
holiday cruise New York to West Indies. 
It’s a good example of the type of shows 
being used on these cruises. . . 
HARRY KATZ, operator of the St. 
Charles Hotel, Atlantic City, is now man- 
aging the Fleetwood, Miami Beach hotel 
which uses talent. 


JUNE KNIGHT returned to New York 
Thursday from London. . . EDWIN 
D. McMULLEN replaced Duke Enston as 
a member of the Noblemen Trio. . . 
JOSEPHINE HUSTON left Saturday 
aboard the Normandie for Europe... . 
ARTHUR LOEW, v.-p. of Loew’s, ‘Inc. 
also left aboard the same ship. . . 
EDDIE YUBEL, after six weeks in Bos- 
ton, opens at Palace, Worcester, this 
week, 


Vauders Get 
Key Film Jobs 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—Vaude people are 
showing up more and more on the movie 
horizon, producers waking up to the 
fact that their vaude experience can 
prove of invaluable aid in turning out 
finer commercial product. 

Latest invader of the movie field is 
expected to do much to encourage the 
employment and exploitation of flesh 
talent. He is John Joseph, former ad- 
vertising manager for RKO in the Mid- 
dle West, who was named director of 
publicity for Universal Pictures. He was 
appointed by another vaude enthusiast, 
Nate J. Blumberg, who was recently 
named president of the company. 

In addition to Nick Castle, of Castle 
and Fay, who landed a five-year termer 
as dance director with'20th Century-Fox, 
Billy Gray, former emsee here, is now 
holding a post as assistant producer 
with MGM. 


Vaudevillians in 


e - 
Film B.-O. Poll 

NEW YORK, Dec. 24.—Breakdown of 
a recent poll by The Motion Picture Here 
ald among exhibitors to decide the 
relative box-office rankings of the coun- 
try’s leading film players shows a de- 
cided edge held in the listings by those 
who had graduated into the Promised 
Land of Pictures by way of the vaude- 
ville stage. 

Among the first 10 leaders for the year 
just ending were listed Fred Astaire, 
Ginger Rogers and Bing Crosby. Vaude- 
villians who found places among the 
first 15 honor stars included Bob Burns, 
Martha Raye, Dick Powell, Eleanor 
Powell and Jack Benny. 


Brandt House Set 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—The Brandts 
have received “a favorable answer” from 
Local No. 1 of the stagehands’ union on 
their request for an adjustment of scale. 
With the last bar removed to a revival 
of flesh in the large Brandt chain of nabe 
houses, Billy Brandt said the Windsor 
Theater, Bronx, would be the first to 
house stage shows after January 1. 


‘IRENE 


VERMILLION 


playing piano while doing a back 
bend from top of piano simultane- 
ously. With 

KERMIT DARTS 
TRUMPETEERS 


Season’s Greetings 


AL APOLLON 


and his 
ORCHESTRA 


Now 12th Week 
MERRY-GO-ROUND, N. Y. 


—EEEE 


W. C. POLLA 


AND ORCHESTRA 


Featuring His Own Arrangements. 


162 West 56th Street, New York City. 
Columbus 5-7424. 
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|ORCHESTRA ROUTES | 


(Routes are for current week when no Dorsey, Tommy: cCommetere) NYC, h. 


are given.) Following each listing appears a symbol. Fill in the designation cor- Duchin, Eddy: (Plaza) NYC, 
. 4 Duerr, Dolph: (Green Derby) Chovetnnd. ne, 
A B. °.. Trio: a chico) NYC, he. responding to the symbol when addressing organizations or individuals listed. Duke, : (Gariton)_ Wastington, D. C., h. : 
S, r: ven . h. » 
; Adcock, Jack: (Manoa Inn) Manoa, Pa., ne. ABBREVIATIONS: a—auditorium; b—ballroom; c—cafe; cbh—cabaret; Eckel, Charley: (Berkeley Carteret) Asbury ; 
Alfonso’s Rumba Band: (Clover) NYC, ne. cc—country club; h—hotel; mh—music hall; nc—night club; p—amuse- Park, N. J., bh. 


we 
e 


Allen, Eddie: (Permian Club) Monahans, Tex., a - Edmund, aa (Loyale) NYC, c. 5 
( ment park; ro—road house; re—restaurant; s—showboat; t-theater. En le, Freddy: (University Glub) Albany, a 


e ne. 
e Aloha, Lei: (Roosevelt) Pittsburgh, h. = . ¥., MC. 
e Alston, Ovie: (Plantation) NYO, ne. a Charles: (Harry’s New York Cabaret) 
” Aagpoeen, Al: (Merry-Go-Round) Newark, mm , - yp putea, eek, " 
. J. nC. 0, J ey 4 s, Mont., cc. 
t Andrews, gimmie: (Broad St. Tavern) Paw- a ye A A Trio: (Kungsholm) West Cosa. a = Me ony wer — Robert: (Ensley Chateau) Birmingham, 
uc y 
° Bruno, Al: (Little Old N. ¥.) NYC, ne. Collins, Joe: (Wellington) NYC, : 4 
} Angee: (Bertolotti ) NEO 20. Bunchuk, Jascha: (International Oasino) Continentals: (Shawnee) springfeld, °. Bvans, Al: (Chez Firehouse) NYC, ne. 
De ee crccceen mn MER Semen canna: its ties, See EAE eae = 
| . und c, urke, Clarence: rden vato, Etzi: (Italian Gardens urgh, c. Paul: (Gr an) Lakewood, N. J.. cc. Ne 
h pag get! ot NYC, ne. N. ¥., re. ; Craig, ‘Carvel: (College Inn) San Diego, ne. Peldkamp, Walter: (Stork Club) NYO. ne. 
- Cliffs, N. J., ne. =. (Crystal Terrace) Louis- — a (Unique Grill) Delawanna, —— Don: (Stratford) Bridgeport, Conn., h. 4 
? pag ig Omaha, b. suisse, Henry: (Chez Paree) Chi, ne. Crocker, Mel: (Trocadero Club) Cleveland, ne. oe Columbus, " 
s Acen, Bob: (Wivel) NYC, c Byer, Sy (Taft) New bei Conn., h. SS eS eS Minneap- Fernando, Don: (Blue Glade) Walsenburg, 1a 
tki Conni B ‘cele: -Carteret) As- 
: _ oe Dante: 5. erkeley ) Cab: (Cotten Cis) NYO, ne. Cugat, Xavier: Bernie: (Olmos) San pat UE Ferr ris, Lou: (Mori's) NYO, no. ee 
tin, Si ) y Galloway, e arry: yalton) Monticello, 
yy a: daurd io aa ytd Campus Jeste waa (Gypcess Arms) West Bart- Dee. Dee. is-Jan. 2." Fields, Shep: (Palmer House) Chi, h. 
e Pla., ne. Candullo, Harry: (Half Moon Inn) Steuben- 1?) Pisher, Jack: (Steuben's) Providence, ne. 
“4 Ayres, Mitchell: (Van Cleve) Dayton, O., h. °., Dare, Ronald: (Macfadden-Deauville) Miami Ss % 23 “ne (Loyal) New Rochelle, 
“f 8 Capello, Joe? (aimmy Kelly's) NYO, ne. a Flindt,” Emil: (Oh Henry) Chi, b 
N Baer, Billy: (Deshler-Wallick) Columbus, O., h. Pio-Rito, Ted: (Beverly-Wilshive) Holly- 
r Baker, Pred: (Tropical Bar) Vero Beach, Fla., nostra R t be ived at the Cinci ti £ a a ee eh 
ne. Orc tes rec offices arty, Gene: er Tavern) on, ¢. 
Bananas, Sharkey: (Nick’s) NYC, ne. oe ee mus . a . " “ — . not Fomeen, Basil: (St. Moritz) NYC, h. 
Banks, David: ‘New Southern) Jackson, later than Friday to insure publication. Franks, Ted: (Red Men’s) Rochester, ne. 


. Tenn., h. Pranks, Willie: (Butler's Ye Olde Tap Room) 
Banks, Clem: (Rustic Lodge) North White NYC, 


» Ce 
lai > @ . Fr rry: ise) NYC, cb. 
Barber, "Hai: ‘oup So-Ho) Springfield, I., Carlin, Ray: (Brown Palace) Denver, h. Darrell, Pat: (Wonder Bar) Zanesville, O., nc. Furst, Joe: (Brook) Summit, N. J., ne. 


In every field of public entertainment throughout the world, the name of 
WILLIAM MORRIS has been pre-eminent since the turn of the Century. 
. . . Today and during the years to come, the glorious principles of work, 
service, helpfulness and integrity instilled by the founder will continue to 
be the guiding spirit of the organization. \ 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, Ine. 


ROCKEFELLER CENTER © 


1270 SIXTH AVENUE 
: NEW YORK CITY | 


LONDON HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO 


ne. Carnesi, Francis: (Gleam) San Antonio, Tex., Dartina, Eddy: Cased lowbrook) Baltimore, ne. 
Barrie, Dick: (Texas) Ft. Worth, b. ne. Davidson, Trump: (Esquire) Toronto, nc. 4 
7 Bartal. Jeno: (Edison) NYC, h. Carroll, Prank: (Unionport Restaurant and Davies, aw ( y) Jacksonville Beach, Gallo, (Moorehead) rom. h. 
Se “deaeks, " Cinreeemsare Wahine Carroll ‘Lou: (Viliage Brewery) NYO, ne, Davis’ Eadie: (LaRue) NYC = Wile (orchard) Pittsburgt: 
- ’ Vv e: e arvin, rchard) Pitts be 
e » copernpedliiy c ” Carlton, Duke: (La Fiesta) Manitowoc, Wis., Dawe, Johnny: (Miami Club) “Milwaukee, ne. ne. Gasparre, Dick: (La Conga) ae ne. 
° ] ey- ne. vis, SS: ouse of Jacques) asparre, Dick: (Ambassador) NYC, h. 
. Berkeley, 1 Duke: (Honkey-Dory) Stamford, I 1. : (Chez Firehouse) NYO, ne. City, Okla.. ne. Gates, Mannie: (Royal Palm Club) Miami, 
Berrigan, 1 “Bunn ye (Barto) Phila, t. Casey, Ken: (Half Moon) Coney Island, N. ¥., Davis, Meyer: (Merry-Go-Round) NYO, ne. Fia., ne. 
e Plaza) h. h. Davy, Arthur: (Cotton Club) NYC, ne. Gilberto, Don: (Havana-Madrid) NYC, 
d Betenae, wy: (Essex mtiouse) Newark, N. J., Cassi, Bill: (Place Elegante) NYC, nec. Denny, Jack: (Drake) Chi, h. Gilbert, Jerry: (Edgewater Gulf) Biloxi, u 
in h. Castro, Amando: (Yumuri) NYC, ne. Deuces, Four: (Auld) Washin , Pa., h. Miss., h. 4 
Blaine, Jerrv: (Park Central) Bes, a, Chesney, Abe: (Centennial Club) McAllen, Dibert, Sammy: (Webster Hall) Detroit, h. Gold-Mer Trio: (Show Boat) Columbus, O., : 
Black, Bob: (Pere Marquette) Tex., nec. Dixon, Dick: (Gloria Palast) NYC. ne. ne. Be 
r Borr, Mischa: (Waldorf-Astoria) ee, Chicitti, Mike: alerts Italian Village) Syra- Doblin, Jerry: (H. Breton Hall) NX, b. Goodman, Benny: (Pennsylvania) ay h. ia 
>» Bragale, Vincent: (Plaza) NYC, cuse, N. Y., Don Juan: (El Toreador) NYC, Gordon, Herb: iTen Eyck) Albany, N. Y., h. A 
- Brandwynne, Nat: (Pierre) NYC, * Clayton, Ellis: “(tay) Manitowoc, Wis., h. a. _ (Radio City Rainbow Room) Graff, Johnny: (Anchorage Inn) Phila, nc. ai, 
e Brinckley, Charles: (Log Cabin) Aurora, Ill. ba ~ f, Pat: (Brownie’s Marble Bar) Roches- pete. os... Frenchy: (Odenbach) Rochester, iff 
ne. r, ¢. maljon Boys: (Lawrence) Erie, Pa., h. . ‘ 
; Brown, Betty: (Chittenden) Columbus, O., h. Codolban, Cornelius: (St. Regis) NYC, h. Dorsey, Jimmie: (Congress Casino) Chi, h. (See ROUTES on page 120) ; 
ee | 
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“William Morris, still the directing dynamo of his beloved institution, 
beams to see that strong young hands and shrewd young heads are with 
him to preserve and perpetuate the spirit which from the first has been 
his inspiration.” —From VARIETY, Anniversary Number, 1932. 
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Season ’s ‘ 


Greetings 

Rm and thanks to our 

R friend and exclusive manager 
SENIA GAMSA 


from 


LEE MORSE 


America’s Greatest Blues Singer, ¥ 
Headlining Chateau Country Club, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


# ANN SUTER 


Sensational Singing Comedienne, 
Headlining Commodore Club, De- 
troit, Mich. “WP 


DOROTHY BLAINE 


wua Beautiful Exponent of Song, Fea- hy 
tured and Held Over Washington- 
Youree Hotei, Shreveport, La. 


‘© FORD & BARNES 


Sophisticates of Tap, Return Engage- 
ey ment 26th Club, Milwaukee, W:s. 


BLONDELL TWINS 


bs Beauty, Youth and Talented Dancers, 
Held Over 26th Club, Milwaukee, 
Wis. 

For Available Dates See 


Rt SENIA GAMSA 


10 No. Clark St., CHICAGO. & 
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Vaudeville Reviews 


Loew’s State, New York 


(Reviewed Thursday Evening, Dec. 23) 


A real Christmas package is offered 
the public this week with Rudy Vallee 
on the stage and the year’s smash com- 
edy hit, The Awful Truth, on the screen. 

Fronting his Connecticut Yankees on 
the stage, acting as master of cere- 
monies and singing recitation songs, 
Vallee proves conclusively that with 
every passing year his ability as a mas- 
ter showman and entertainer increases 
proportionately. Too, the man has such 
an air of assured showmanship about 
him that all who perform within the 
radiance of his aura somehow reflect an 
otherwise undeserved mastery, and merit. 
This is especially true of the current 
batch of incidental turns grouped 
around him. Vocal offerings on the part 
of Vallee were Vieni, Vieni assisted by 
a quartet of singers, the Gentlemen 
Songsters; Mad Dogs and Englishmen 
and All Points West. 

Nedoff and Mack offer a combination 
of tap work and mimicry. A military 
tap shows plenty of neatness and pre- 
cision and their double number also 
gets good returns; but not so their imi- 
tations, with one exception—that of 


grouch Marx. 
Dance team of Baron and Blair offer 
rather reserved and unpretentious ball- 


WITH GOOD WISHES TO ALL OUR FRIENDS 


For 
CHRISTMAS 


and the 


NEW YEAR 


STATE-LAKE 


| — THEATER — 
. CHICAGO 


SAO 


West—DANNY GRAHAM 


HOLIDAY GREETINGS 
FENWICK ad COOK 


NOW PLAYING CHICAGO THEATER, CHICAGO 
SECOND LOOP ENGAGEMENT WITHIN 6 WEEKS 


East—WM. SHILLING 
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% Season’s Greetings 


ANTON SCIBILIA 


Stage Attractions 


1937-38 


“WAIKIKI NIGHTS” 
“BROADWAY PASSING SHOW” yy, 


Wh AR AARARARARADES 


room numbers and also indulge in a bit 
of satire in their Goofus dance, poking 
fun at current collegiate modes. Hardly 
sensational, but'they have a fragile ap- 
peal and their work is smooth and even. 

Also making her first Broadway show- 
ing is pretty and brunet Beverly Kirk in 
dulcet soprano offerings of Cosi Cosa and 
Lady of Spain, featuring some good high 
notes and coloratura runs. She might 
have increased her nice hand had she 
embellished her vocal turnout with a 
more demonstrative delivery. Red Stan- 
ley, comic trombonist also billed, was 
not given a chance to show his wares. 

Highlight of the featured acts is sup- 
posed to be Cyril Smith, cockney co- 
median, yet somehow he did not de- 
liver quite as well as expected. Thanks 
to Vallee’s appropriate introduction, his 
Old Sow number had the desired effect. 
His other specialty, a dissertation of How 
Fights Start in Saloons, pancaked sadly 
after a swell build-up on drunk de- 
lineation. 

The band on the stage did no solo 
playing but supported the various turns 
excellently. 

House was packed. George Colson. 


Bobino, Paris 


(Week of December 12) 

Best vaude bill of the week here. 
Contrary to the usual policy of Paris 
nabe houses, dumb acts are in the 
majority, altho feature spot is allotted 
the pop singer, Jaen Lumiere, 

Walter Powell, American tight-wire 
ace, puts across his usual somersaults 
and flip-flaps, but is handicapped by the 
small stage. Tafani-Bedini troupe on in 
neat routine of tumbling and acrobatic 
stunts. Paolo Bedini scores with clever 
juggling. 

The Holls Brothers offer excellent rou- 
tines of hand-to-hand tricks. Three 
Athos on in aerial number, featuring 
iron-jaw feats. Two Cincis, acrobatic 
comedians, click with comedy gags. 
Adrien Adrius excellent in songs and 
instrumental music. 

Three Gazettis (ex-Stanley Bros.) pre- 
sent neatly costumed novelty balancing 
routines, with girl doing heavy part of 
understanding. La Regia, only warbler 
on the bill, is okeh. Five Melodians 
please with good harmonizing. 

Only novelty numbers at the Europeen 
are Anderson and Allen, novelty equili- 
brists, and the trained cats of Ellens 
Ketts. 

Marianne Oswald, the French counter- 
part of the Cherry Sisters, is given top 
billing at the Europeen, supported by 
Doumel, blue comedian; Cherry Kobler, 
singer, and Felix Paquet, singing come- 
dian. 

Petit-Casino has the Olderays, aerial: 
Nice and Buky, acro dancers; Bel Argay, 
clay modeler; Theo M.’s dogs and a flock 
of singers. 

Miss Lugano, trapezist; Morelly and 
Pelot, singers, and Miami Trio, adagio 
dancers, are at the Cigale. 

Theodore Wolfram. 


Holborn Empire, London 
(December 20) 


Despite the pre-Christmas week being 
bad vaudeville, attendances here are not 
far short of capacity. 

Will Power and Page, smart unicycling 
novelty, opens. Power has a miscellany 
of good stunts performed at a fast pace. 

Nick Cardello, sleight-of-hand con- 
jurer, rates fair. Act is dull in spots. 

The Three Jades, male Arab tumblers, 
acrobats and tap dancers, score solidly 
with a speedy act full of smart stunts. 
Corking turn and plenty liked. 

Billy Bennett, English comedian and 
monologist, is @ great favorite here. 
Registers his usual hit. 

Ivor Moreton and Dave Kaye, jazz 
pianists, assisted by Ossie Noble, trick 
drummer, stick to Tiger Rag as their 
mainstay. Turn is nothing to rave 
about, but bows off to a good hand. 

Florence Desmond, England’s foremost 
impressioniste, is first headliner. Hits 
with faithful take-offs of flicker lumi- 
naries in a new setting, a supposed 
beauty parlor run by Zasu Pitts. Had 
to encore. 

Terina, girl paper tearer, opens inter- 
mission, 

Jimmy James, stew comedian, with a 
man and woman as aids, trots out his old 
stand-by, The Spare Room. Skit holds 
plenty of laughs and James’ mugging 
and pantomiming are funny. 

Harris Twins and Loretta, only Ameri- 


cans on bill, stand out with a grand 
new dance novelty. Since their last 
visit the two boys and a girl altered 
their entire routine and now conclude 
with a comedy doll dance that is a 
knockout. Personable girl scores on her 
own with a cute acro-dance. Act ties 
the show into knots. 

Revnell and West, English comedy 
gals, are back with new material. Femmes 
get load of laughs. 

Elimar, Continental juggler on a slack 
wire, is a corking closer. A fine act, 
fast and filled with dandy and difficult 
tricks. Bert Ross. 


Roxy, New York 


(Reviewed Friday Afternoon, Dec. 24) 


A modified indoor Big Tent greets the 
eye for the greater part of the current 
holiday card and proves quite an ap- 
propriate one, considering the kid trade 
that will undoubtedly fill the house over 
the week-end. However, a not too young- 
ish audience at show caught had just 
as appreciative a point of view. Nick 
Lucas headlines and completes the bill. 

Following a Gae Foster routine by the 
line that has the lassies manipulating 
candy-striped and Stroblited canes, Billy 
Wells and the Four Fays offer nearly 25 
minutes of fast acrobatics and excellent 
sight comedy. Wells draws laughs with 
his novel and exceedingly comical look- 
ing “Mummer” disguise, and later re- 
peats the reception with a display of 
educated stomach muscles and a short 
dance of simian acrobats. Pat and 
Jackie Fay make excellent use of their 
acrobatic and tumbling agility in two 
novelty combination dance and panto 
offerings, the first as toy soldiers and 
the other in a squared ring panto knock- 
about. Christine, a tall and willowy 
miss, contorts and allows herself to be 
twisted and rung in incredible knots 
while Betty, youngest of the lot, sup- 
plies the punchy closing trick of a back- 
ward somersault with a one and a half 
twist. 

Raymond Wilbert follows up the cir- 
cus illusion with deft manipulation of 
hoops. He juggles and rolls the wicker 
bands in educated fashion, and his 2.. ser, 
making a hoop jump a five-stranded 
rope affair like a jumpy note on a music 
staff, carries him off nicely. Power’s 
Elephants start where Wilbert leaves off 
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in the sawdust scheme. Power puts his 
four pachyderms thru amazing stunts of 
intellect and control and has no trouble 
in establishing the act as one of the 
most interesting and best trained of its 
kind. Among other bits the intelligent 
brutes perform are a shaving bit, tele- 
phoning and wonderfully controlled 
trumpeting for conversation, dancing in 
several tempos and styles and a simula- 
tion of inebriacy. 

Nick Lucas sings and strums for 16 
minutes and at the close proves his 
style is still favorite with the audience, 
tho it impressed us as monotonous. 
Even Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen couldn't 
bring him out of his sugar-coated de- 
livery. 

As big a hand as for any of the 
guesting performers is accorded the Fos- 
ter Girls in their closing routine, a 
yuletide arrangement where each gir!, 
made to resemble a sprig of holly and 
girdled by a belt of bells, ring out carols 
by jumping up and down in groups. 
And to this novelty they combine their 
expert ball-rolling routine. 

Paul Ash leads the boys in the band 
and does what emseeing is needed. 

Picture is You’re a Sweetheart (Uni- 
versal). House good. George Colson. 


Loew-Globe, Bridgeport 
(Reviewed Sunday Evening, Dec. 19) 


High moguls of the Loew Circuit by 
now must be pretty well convinced that 
Bridgeporters desire stage shows and 
will support them. After two years’ 
absence a combo policy week-ends at 
this 3,000-seater, former Poli stand and 
oldest of the circuit houses in town, is 
having lines a block long and turning 
‘em away. 

Orchids to Matt Saunders, local Loew 
city manager, for finally convincing his 
bosses to give vaude a try. Swell show. 
Regular holiday spirit, with youthful 
House Manager Sammy Badamo welcom- 
ing customers in a neat little three- 
minute spiel. 

Johnny Rexola Revue opened in a 
fast offering with a versatile display 
of roller skating, acrobatics, pole bal- 


ancing and strong-man act, with Rexola, 
a husky juve, lifting two men and two 
girls as a final wallop. Act should have 
been spotted to close show. 

Louis, Conti and Little stopped the 
show cold with their combo-singing- 
mandolin - acrobatic turn. Johnnie 
Berkes and June Carr followed as the 
first comedy offering. Berkes, pasty- 
faced comic, had the audience in stitches 
with his eccentric comedy and dancing, 
and Miss Carr proved an excellent foil. 
Her comic fan dance in men’s long 
underwear was a riot. Their bull-fight 
number could easily be eliminated, as 
in spots it bordered on the offensive. 

Roscoe Ates, stuttering movie comic, 
assisted by Violet Ray, shapely redhead, 
with up-to-the-minute material, justi- 
fied top billing. His comic playing of 
the trombone and violin panicked ’em, 
and for rest of show he emseed. 

Joe Besser, in a nance character, as- 
sisted by Lee Royce, a lad with a 
splendid voice, had to beg off because of 
utter exhaustion. 

Tip, Tap and Toe, three dusky step- 
pers, went to town with their fast but 
very graceful tapping. 

The Four Spurgats, coated in sparkling 
silver, closed the show in a nice rou- 
tine of posing and contortion stunts. 

Gus Meyers Jr. and his nine-piece 
band, with Don Ragonese soloing, han- 
dled the pit work well. This Meyers lad 
is going places. The Outer Gate (Mono- 
gram), hokum prison picture, doesn’t 
mean much. Sam Lefkowitz. 


a = 
Wintergarten, Berlin 
(Month of December) 

Current month’s program has joint 
headliners in the Viennese Ballet and 
Else Elster, German flicker star and 
songstress. 

Viennese Ballet, headed and presented 
by Hedy Pfundmayer, makes three ap- 
pearances. Work is appealing without 
being outstanding. Costuming, pres- 
entation and lighting effects okeh. 

Jonny and Billa, chimps, are about as 
human and as intelligent as Simians can 
possibly be. Go in for everything from 
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trick riding and balancing to comedy. 
Good act and well liked. 

Willardy is another one of the count- 
less conjurers who specialize in lighted 
cigaret manipulation and production. 

Two Runners, girl and man, thrill with 
corking acrobatics and endurance feats 
on a big pedestal. The striking looking 
girl acts as bearer in many of the dif- 
ficult and applause coaxing tricks. 

Else Elster is easy to look at and has 
a nice style. Proves a great favorite 
and earns recalls. 

Francis Dorny, harmonica player, 
claims to use the smallest and the larg- 
est instruments of this type in the world. 
Does an entertaining act, but one that 
could stand better routining. 

Don Del Monte, American boy, assisted 
by two girls, hits heavily with a well- 
routined and picturesquely costumed 
wire dancing flash. Standard bearer 
is clever and sure of his balance on the 
tight wire, whilst several of his daring 
tricks are distinctly novel. 

Beby, Lole and Andreff are typical 
Continental clowns whose musical fool- 
ing is slow in spots. 

Nine Allisons, family of Risley workers, 
are smart, speedy and sensational. A 
great act full of corking tricks and 
heartily applauded. 

Katja and Fred, mixed balancing act 
in which an intelligent dog helps, are 
the closer. Turn offers some okeh tricks. 

B. R. 


Palace, Chicago 


(Reviewed Friday Afternoon, Dec. 24) 

A tasteful holiday show, clean and 
entertaining. Despite the small second 
show the customers pitched in wit» 
heavy mittings for each turn. 

Helen Reynolds and her girl skaters, a 
frolicking roller octet, set a fast opening 
pace with daring tricks executed with 
ease to circusy music. 

Valentine Vox and Emily Walters 
deuced with their old ventriloquist turn 
that is still notable for the dummy 
operation thru drinking and smoking 
actions and for Emily’s expert take-off 
of a crying baby. Some of the gags can 
stand refurbishing. 

Professor Lamberti, the xylophoning 
clown, stopped the show without half 
trying. The man is funny and not one 
line in his act is even remotely sugges- 
tive. He wins the audience almost im- 
mediately after he goes into maniactic 
maneuvers at the xylophone and turns 
them into his friends at the straight 
finish of a pop tune medley. Ace act of 


FRAKSON 


THE ORIGINATOR OF THE CIGARETTE 
TRICK AND THE DISAPPEARING RADIO 


Wishes to All 
A NEW YEAR OF 
HEALTH AND PROSPERITY 


Direction: DOROTHY GRANVILLE 


its kind. 

Lathrop Brothers and Virginia Lee, 
smooth, soft-stepping tapsters, are play- 
ing a return engagement and relieve the 
tension with a trio of easy-going, well- 
dressed numbers. In one of them Miss 
Lee, pajama-clad, singles with a tap 
routine that is neatly performed. 

Benny Fields closes. Just out of his 
long run at the Chez Paree here, he is 
winding up his datest Chicago cleanup 
(speaking from both financial and pop- 
ularity angles) and rates all the applause 
tendered him. His organ-like voice, 
friendly salesmanship and fitting ar- 
rangements are easy prey in front of an 
audience. When caught he did Love I3 
on the Air Tonight, Crooner’s Lullaby, 
All God’s Children Have Rhythm, Broad- 
way Rhythm and You're a Sweetheart. 
His pal, Blossom Seeley, was hand- 
clapped out for a sweeping bow. 

On screen, Hitting a New High (RKO- 
Radio). Sam Honigberg. 


Liberty, Zanesville, O. 
(Reviewed Sunday Evening, Dec. 19) 


Star-Spangled Jamboree 

Reveling in newness, plus a wealth of 
talent, makes this unit quite entertain- 
ing. Week-end audiences went for it 
strong. Just enough variety in it to 
make up for an overdose of dancing. 

Produced by Harry A. Gourfain, who 
has really something to be proud of. 
Performance is well-balanced and it’s 
clocked less than an hour but fast. 

From the opening strains of the over- 
ture until the last words spoken by 
George Riley, revue’s leading comedy 
Cispenser, it is fast, funny and pleas- 
ingly entertaining. 

The highlights of the evening's frolic 
are the fine juggling of The Five Elgins; 
the almost unbelievable feats of leger- 
demain as presented by Hardee, whd 
gets top billing; the buffoonery of Brown 
and Rice, the rhythmic dancing of the 
Star-Spangled Smoothies, an excellently 
drilled ensemble of chorines who wear 
flashy wardrobe well, and the stellar 
work of Helene Heller and George Riley, 
who keep the whole show moving at a 
lightning fast pace. 

All of this is interspersed by eS 
ties by a nimble-footed 
Riley’s, Jack Brooks, and, for the mm. 
tlemen of the audience, just enough 
paprika to satisfy by Le Beauva and her 
Sisters presenting A Night at Pinski’s. 
Staging and lighting satisfactory. Cos- 
tuming better than the average. Not 


se 


— 


Pk&sativersrovysZetesama SPeagpe5e 2s 


WOBtAEBansosyswRes s2e28ge58 


eee ae 2. 
: Es LL 
° ee OOOO _  -—-——-—-—--——---—- 
ae _ 
ee . SL  — 
7 
} LE 
- 7 
Se 
ED ger Dee Dior ee Bee eee Oe Bee De Be Dee De De Be 8 ee Be Be 2 Lae te Re Ree Rae Rr PEE DA 
7 “) R 
. = . a 
. ; heay 
. | , 
4 aS 
“~~ « 
_ ‘ ’ 1 a 
. eason ree : 
: ‘ nh 
~ 4 
? my 
———  —_ — 4 i a 
: A 
NS RN RIE SE eR A A A EL ER 
, 4 a. 
| —— eS m 3 
i ee ee ee ge ee ee i ™ 
- | ‘ ‘2 
Rg 
-— a fn 
: i iS 
4 a 
ee j 5 
- ‘ aS 
> 7 * 
A “3 a 
: a 
| . “as: herb bom D er Bt cer D Sr hem Dee BED oe SF Der er De ber her eh er heh eh ep ae a. 
-} f in 
| 9 aed: ed Rock eh eed Peed Bed Pd re ed eek eed YY fn 
| + ’ ) ; 
- , re 5 os 
} %) " 
j a 4 jp 
x ' po : fp 
ii ee. R 
| a 
: eee ee ae, ait ‘ 
en a ee ; 
4 4 “ 
ay 
. ‘ aA 
: Po | ) ; 
A) a 
a A 
ss) , 
3 A 
“(ti a 
e : ; 3 ; : 
7 r. CEPA EAN ENGTAAAEN TET OARAARNNAEEE RE COR CP OFE 


sc wearetie wei iow ee woertw ss 


- — + wrewey Vw 


ah, > S 2. Se ie, 


wT Sow & 


eo Hie Bs Se cath 


January 1, 1938 NIGHT CLUBS-VAUDEVILLE The Billboard 27 
anes ey aR 
MERRY CHRISTMAS and A HAPPY NEW YEAR 
515 Madison Avenue, New York 
e 
managing — 
LEE DIXON VIC HYDE 
CYRIL SMITH JUDY STARR 
HYMAN LESTER 
BUSHEL AL BERNIE _ RANNY WEEKS DEN 
THE BERNARDS and THE DUVALS HILDEGARDE HALLIDAY 
Secretary- | THE GENTLEMEN SONGSTERS SEAB WARING Sales 
Treasurer EDDIE LEONARD, jr. MIRTH G&G MACK Manager 
THE CONNECTICUT YANKEES 
AL ROTH AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
| SLEEPY HALL AND HIS ORCHESTRA | 
| { 
| BOBBY WORTH AND HIS ORCHESTRA | 
tion, with tunes the City precision dancers, would have had 
Sind that a on Sia whistling. Uni- a fit if he could have seen the carefree, ALVIN DWIGHT. 
versal’s A Girl With Ideas on the screen. irregular way the chorus went about its 
Rex McConnell. work. Chorus needs tightening up, and 
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k z — en and = in private Mi 
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successful with a policy of ——— — Maurice Zolotow. E 
and strictly Latin vaude. aug ur- : xtend Ss eason’ 8 g ti 
ing the Christmas shopping lull, house reetings 
on wal filled with an audience display- Ronacher, Vienna 
ing a warmth and enthusiasm that are (Month of December) Openin 
strangely 11n-American. —— of tal- A ene Ra Fn nar vs and & 
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addition to her pretty appearance, show, Maurice Colleano Family is a riot. 
showed a deep, vibrant voice et — —- a Seon acro- 
dled the sentimental Spanish ballads as- cs, neat danc and ap com- EME Me Me Me Me Me ME Ne YE NE Me Me Yb Yb Me Ye Me se we 
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Production, entitled Dream of an Artist, 
opened on a full stage with Senorita 
Ayala lying in a hammock and dream- 
ing of becoming a great actress. Fol- 
lowing this came a line number and 
then a solo by Senorita Ayala, accom- 
panied by a blind guitarist, Carlos Villa 
Hermosa. Hermosa’s single-string work 
was over-technical and could only be 
appreciated by git-box aficionados. Got 
@ nice hand. 

Anita Del Rio, in the deuce spot, was 
the outstanding attraction. Her offer- 
ing of exotic, violent dances to the click 
of castanets drew tremendous applause. 
With more facial gestures and a little 
showmanship Senorita Del Rio could 
strut her exciting terp stuff in a down- 
town night club. 

Emilio Ortiz Trio (two guitars and 
maraccas) crooned a group of popular 
songs in a soft, romantic style. Were 
g0od on Guadalajara, but otherwise 
lacked rhythmic punch. Trio was fol- 
low by the rough-and-tumble comic turn 
of Rosita Flores and Don Cuco. Humor, 
more in the burlesque vein than in the 
straight vaude style, got plenty of 
laughs. Closed with the smooth ball- 
room team of DeCastro and Morel, who 
did a tango and also a more American 
kind of hot dance. 

Gene Snyder, who directs the Radio 


dressed and routined. Colleano, whose 
comedy is plenty funny, is a sensation 
with his daring double somersault from 
floor to floor. Girls, slim brunets, are 
easy on the eyes and loaded with talent. 

Una Cooper, high-speed acro and con- 
trol dancer, is personable and show- 
manly in her tricks. She presents a 
host of stunts that are new to Vienna 
and the beauty of it all is that the 
girl never loses her dance tempo, how- 
ever exacting the trick. Bows off to 
tumultuous applause after each show- 
ing. 

Pour Comets, third of America’s en- 
tries, also show a fast . Two boys 
and two girls, they pack plenty of ex- 
citement into their corking six-minute 
roller skating turn. 

Szoke Szakall, rotund Austrian film 
star, is a standby here and his comedy 
is relished. 

Two Reverhos are skillful jugglers on 
the slack wire, and efficient in both de- 
partments. 

Anita Spada, film star songstress, is a 


(See VAUDEVILLE REVIEWS page 116) 


More Vaudeville Reviews 
on Page 116 
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“The Luminous Clown” 


SECOND YEAR COLLEGE INN, CHICAGO 


AND STILL MAKING THEM LAUGH 


KARL MARX 


Management EDDIE ELKORT, Music Corp. of America. 


BALLROOM TEAM 
Presents A 
“SYMPHONY IN DANCE” 


ROCHELLE and RITA 


Direction JACK MIDDLETON, 505 Bell Block, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
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JUST OUT! 
McNALLY’S bY Oo. 20 


BULLETIN 


PRICE ONE DOLLAR 

NEW, BRIGHT, ORIGINAL COMEDY 
For Vaudeville, Musical Comedy, Burlesque 
Minstrel, Night Club Revues, Radio and 
Dance Band Entertainers. Contains: 

15 Screaming Monologues. 

7 Roaring Acts for Two Males. 

7 Original Acts for Male and Female. 
13 Sure-Fire Parodies. 

Great Ventriloquist Act. 

A Roof-Lifting Female Act. 
Trio, Quartet and Dance Specialty. 
Musical Comedy, Tab and Burlesque. 

16 Corking Minstrel First-Parts. 
McNally Minstrel Overtures. 

A Grand Minstrel Finale. 
48 Monobits. 

Blackouts, Review Scenes, Dence Band 
Stunts, Hundreds of Jokes and Gags. 
Remember, McNALLY’S BULLETIN No. 
20 is only one dollar; or will send you Bul- 
letins Nos. 10, 11, 12, 15, 16, 17, 19 and 
20 for $4.50, with money-back Guarantee. 


WM. McNALLY 
81 East 125th Street, New York 


Straight Reproductions of any Photograph 
or Drawing. One copy Negative made per 
lot. Gloss ‘“‘Mirror’’ finish only. 
100, $2.25; 250, $4.65; 500, $7.90; 
1,000, $14.25. 

Send 50% Cash with Order, Bal. C. O. D. 
Originals returned unharmed. SATISFAC- 
TION GUARANTEED. 


“Ente a 


juality Reproductions 


a 
8x10 Lobby Photos, Special, Now 12 for 
$2.25, D. W. Stock. Get our prices on any 
size from Miniatures up to 40x60 Blowups. 


SPECIALLY DESIGNED GROUPINGS 
AND GREETING CARDS TO ORDER. 


Dayton, 0 


ORCAIO Prowo-ART. 301 Keowee St. 


EILEEN BUTLER 
COSTUMES GOWNS 


New Address: 71 West 46th St., Near 6th Ave. 
Bryant 98-6395 New York City. 


STOP LOOKING! 


THEATRICAL OFFICES, NIGHT CLUB 
MANAGERS, BALLROOM MANAGERS, 
AMUSEMENT PARKS 
Place this young man, age 24, who has served me 
satisfactorily the past 4 years as a theatrical agent, 
as a ballroom manager and in all branches of the 
amusement park field. Drives car and makes neat 
appearance. BOX 833, Care The Billboard, 1564 

Broadway, New York City. 


STROBLITE 


Luminous Colors That Glow in the Dark, 
Sensational Costume and Scenic Effects. 
For Revues, Floor Shows, Decorative Effects. 


STROBLITE CO., Dept. BA. 35 W. 52 St., New York 


SCENERY 


Dye Drops, Flat Sets, Cycloramas, Draw Curtains, 
Operating Equipment. 


SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO, Columbus,0. 
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Season’s Greetings 


Robbins Music Corporation 


PERSISTS SSSESSSSSSSSSsss 


Reviews 


Diane Denise 


Reviewed at the Oriental Theater, 
Chicago. Style—Singing. Setting— In 
one. Time—Siz minutes. 

A tall and pleasant-looking songstress 
with a French accent that is not affected 
and a smile that is quite refreshing. 
While not exactly a swing performer, her 
tunes boast of an individual delivery 
that 1s cute and ample. 

Sings popular tunes and novelties that 
accentuate her style. At this showing 
she opened with an operatic ditty and 
followed with Everything You Said 
Came True and 2 novelty mixture of 
English and French lines. ~. hand. 

. 


Markell and Faun 


Reviewed at the State-Lake Theater, 
Chicago. Style ——-Dancing and comedy. 
Setting—In front of band. Time—Nine 
minutes. 


Mixed team of eccentric dancers whose 
turn could stand renovation in the talk 
end and in some of the dance bits that 
are outdated now. 

Open in gob get-ups for a familiar sea 
turn that is an okeh beginning. Man 
then singles with an acrobatic number, 
and woman returns in country-maiden 
outfit to close with a rural-step turn. 

Fair hand here. S. H. 


Betty Lee 


Reviewed at the State-Lake Theater, 
Chieago, Style—Xylophonist. Setting— 
In front of band. Time—Five minutes. 


Here is an ace xylophone single. A 
young, attractive brunet who plays her 
instrument unusually well and sells it 
with an abundance of showmanship. 
She displays a thoro liking of her work, 
a winning move for an audiencé. 

Opens with a brief medley and cone 
tinues with a couple of longer numbers 
that are thoroly entertaining. At this 
showing she’ had to come back for a 
thank you speech and could have easily 
continued with another selection or two. 

S. H. 


Larry Blake 


Reviewed at the Roxy Theater, New 
York. Setting—In two. Style—Imper- 
sonations and comedy. Time—18 min- 
utes. 


Having jumped from night clubs into 
pictures, Larry Blake has absorbed a lot 
of finish in his sojourn among film 
notables and, in present mimicry of 
them, does one of the best and most 
novel performance. 

His method of aping is distinctively 
unique. He begins to outline and ex- 
plain the peculiarities and idiosyncrasies 
of -voice and character of the person 
about to be delineated and, as he spiels, 
one. by one the inflections, mannerisms 
and characteristics slowly creep in and 
a completely different person stands be- 
fore you before you realize it. He resorts 
to no hocus-pocus or props of any kind. 
Among his impersonations are listed that 


Established 1869 


ROBERT TELLER SONS & DORNER 


MUSIC ENGRAVERS and PRINTERS | 


311 WEST 43rd STREET 


Send Manuscript and Idea of Title for Estimate. 


NEW YORK CITY 


button-hole. 


™. DANCE 
HALLS: 


your profits. 
sand. Aestd 


PROTECT YOUR PROFITS 
Our Patented Dance Check fits through 
Cannot be removed and F . ~ 

to another without x 


. colors, without printing. 
om request. Order today. Made in U. 8S. A 


>" LETHERTS NON -TRANSFERASLE DANCE CHECK 
WESTERN BADGE & NOVELTY CO., “35. “sabi minnt” 


destroying. lards 
Priced low, $10.00 a@ Thovu- 
Samples 


of Acts 


of Lionel Barrymore, E. G. Robinson, 
Laughton, Beery, Ratoff, Garbo and 
Lukas, plus many impressions of dialects 
and gags in dialect. 

His closing bit is a strong piece of ver- 
satile and facile mimicry wherein he 
combines the several impersonations of 
Barrymore, Robinson, Lukas and Garbo 
in a satirical courtroom scene. 

Headed and easily bested a strong bill 
of six acts when caught. G. C. 


The Merry Maes 


Reviewed at the Roxy Theater, New 
York. Setting—In two. Style—Harmon- 
izing and comedy. Time—10 minutes. 


Heard on the Al Pearce program over 
CBS, this quartet of three boys and a 
girl does not rely entirely on their air- 
recognized musical abilities. They are 
four cute youngsters who possess plenty 
of stage personality and a nice sense of 
comedy beside their harmonizing, 
straight and hoked. 

In this class they offered Posin’, Bring 
Back My Bonny to Me and Mama, I 
Wanna Make Rhythm. As a swing-trend 
offering they did a modernized version 
of Funi Culi, Funi Cula. 

Turn on third on a six-act bill and 
scored handsomely. G. C. 


Muriel Parker and Charles 
Fredericks 


Reviewed at the State-Lake Theater, 
Chicago. Style—Singing. Setting—In 
one. Time—Twelve minutes. 

A new song team that is sure-fire at 
this time when the popularity of the 
screen's Jeanette MacDonald and Nelson 
Eddy doubles is at its height. They are 
talented vocally and make a striking ap- 
pearance—Miss Parker, an _ attractive 
brunet, and Fredericks, a handsome and 
mannish blonde. 

Turn is flavored with romantic songs, 
most of them from hit shows that have 
been top tunes for years. Are also pitch- 
ing in with a modern version of the 
quartet from Rigoletto that has a num- 
ber of well-delivered laugh-provoking 
lines. 

Should go well in the better class 
theaters and smart night clubs and ho- 
tel rooms. S. H. 


Johnny Sanna 
Reviewed at the State-Lake Theater, 
Chicago. Style—Dancing. Setting —In 
front of band. Time—Eight minutes. 


An eccentric tap and acro dancer who 
formerly worked with a partner and is 
now making the rounds as a single. 

He is young, short and light on his 
feet. Excels in fast tap, spins and acro- 
batic tricks. His comedy forte is a 
monkey dance, in which he gives a take- 


off of the animal with facial and body 
contortions. Good for a number of 
laughs. 

Took two bows when caught. S. H. 


STOCKHOLM, Dec. 20.—Oskar’s Vari- 
ety Theater, which opened last month as 
a big-time vaude spot, has been forced 
to close as a result of poor business and 
financial difficulties. 


TAN DARD -. 
SWING TUNES 


wisi 
Lixe MY. 


‘CLARENCE WILLIAMS 
Music Publishing Co. Inc. 
145 WEST 45+h St. NLY.C 


~ 


A Tune-Terrific 
Score From the New 
COTTON CLUB PARADE 


SHE’S TALL! SHE'S TAN! 
SHE’S TERRIFIC! 


Sheet-Music Leaders 


(Week Ended December 25) 

Sales of music by the Maurice 
Richmond Music Corporation, Inc., 
are not included, due to the exclusive 
selling agreement with a number of 
publishers. Acknowledgment is made 
to Mayer Music Corporation, Music 
Sales Corporation and Ashley Music 
Supply Company, of New York; Lyon 
& Healy; Carl Fischer, Inc.; Gamble 
Hinged Music Company and Western 
Book and Stationery Company, of 
Chicago. 


Position 
Last Wk. This Wk. 
1 1. Once in a While 


a 2. There’s a Gold Mine in the 
Sky 

5 3. Rosalie 

2 4. You Can’t Stop Me From 
Dreaming 

3 5. Vieni, Vieni 

8 6. Nice Work If You Can Get It 

7 7. One Rose 

15 8. True Confession 

10 9. Bob White 

9 10. Ebb Tide 

a 11. When the Organ Played ‘Oh, 
Promise Me” 

13 12. Josephine 

14 13. | Still Love To Kiss You 


Goodnight 
1} 14. Blossoms on Broadway 
6 15. Harbor Lights 


PHONOGRAPH RECORD best sell- 
ers will be found on page 135. 


Harlem Bolero 


England’s New Ballad Hit 


THE GREATEST MISTAKE 
OF MY LIFE 


Carmen Lombardo’s Latest. 
MY DAY . 


A New Jam-orous Hudson Hit 


Sophisticated Swing 
MILLS MUSIC, Inc. 


1619 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


BALLROOM LIGHTING 


Beer Gardens, Dance Halls, Night Clubs, 
Skating Rinks. 

CRYSTAL SHOWERS, SPOTLIGHTS, 

MOTOR DRIVEN COLOR WHEELS. 


NEWTON STAGE LIGHTING CO. 


253 West 14th Street, NEW YORK CITY. 
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TAGS. For Women — on wrists. 
For Men —— on coat lapels. Cannot 
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stroying. Per 1,000...... % 

1/3 Deposit, Balance C. O. D. 
Sample 100, 50c. Write for 1938 
Wholesale Novelty Catalog. contain- 
ing 2,000 Items Party Goods, 
Paper Hats, Noisemakers, Decora- 
tions, Tricks, Jokes, etc. 


Serco Rove.ry co., 
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8B, 933 roadway, 
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Club Ta lent 


New szork: 


OSCAR DAVIS, emsee at the Club 
Lincoln, Jamaica, will have his original 
four-week engagement extended over the 
holidays. . . A new show going into 
the Monte Carlo for a two-week period, 
including the holidays, will be made up 
of Bongarde and Dooley, Jean Caron, 
Free and Freeley and Jean Hazlett... . 
MITZIE PERRY received the holiday as- 
signment at Weismantel’s Showboat, 
Brooklyn. . (BABY) ROSE MARIE, 
of stage, radio and screen, is now under 
management of Moe Gale, Inc. fis 
FAIRY CUNNINGHAM has left the Leon 
and Eddie’s show, to take in a holiday 
vacation at home, Kansas City, before 
opening a six-week engagement at the 
Fair, Havana. 


Chicago: 

TEX MORRISEY, “Hank the Mule,” 
has opened at the Palmer House... . 
SENIA GAMSA, agent, on business trips 
to Detroit and New York. . . . EDDIE 
ELKORT, of MCA, to become a father 
soon. ... RAY GILBERT and Sid Walker 
moving into the MCA headquarters the 
first of the year. 

TEX MORRISEY, “Hank the Mule,” 
has opened at the Palmer House. . .. 
SENIA GAMSA, agent, on business trips 
to Detroit and New York. . . EDDIE 
ELKORT, of MCA, to become a father 
soon. . . . RAY GILBERT and Sid 
Walker moving into the MCA headquar- 
ters the first of the year. 


Here and There: 


HARRY DE MARLO AND MARLETTE 
are playing their 10th week at Terrace 
Gardens, Rochester, N. Y. . . . BOBBY 
FERGUSON is in the 14th week of a 
return engagement at the Dude Ranch, 
Berwyn, Md. ... PAT AND DON (Patsy 
Mercer and Donald Weisensel) are billed 
this week at the Hippodrome, Baltimore. 
. . » THE GASTONS, Frénch pant duo, 
will close at the Casa Del Tonio, Tulsa, 
Okla., after January 1. . . . COLLETTE 
AND GALLE are held over at the Orange 
Grove Terrace Room, Hotel Lake Mer- 
ritt, Oakland, Calif. ... VERN VALDEZ, 
after six months at Club Piccadilly, 
Baltimore, is now current at Club Black- 
stone, Cleveland. . PEPPINO AND 
CAMILLE are the current floor attrac- 
tion at the Pavillon Caprice, Netherland 
Plaza, Cincinnati. 

BARBARA PARKS has been held over 
again at .the Chez Paree, Omaha... . 
BILLY AND BETTY JOHNSON, dance 
team, opened a return engagement at 
the Italian Gardens, Pittsburgh. 

HENRY LEWIS will be entering 1:' 
fourth consecutive month at Matteocci’s, 
Stockton, Calif., with the new year. The 
music of Googie and his Dragons has 
been at the same spot for the past 18 
months. . . . SHARLYN AND ALDYTH. 
dance team, are refusing bookings for 
the holidays to spend their time at home 
in Kansas City... . JACKIE RICHARD 
will be held over thru New Year’s at 
the Stanley Grill, Montreal. 


Table Singers 


D Busi 
a 
. 
Clubs find them good mag- 
nets for new trade—stroll- 
: 4 

ers carry own mail lists 

e 

CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—Table singers, 
strangely enough, are among the strong 
business-getting factors in clubs here. 
They are no drawing attractions in the 
same sense as names are, but their ex- 
perience in mixing with the heavy night 
clubbing spenders is invaluable. 

One of the chief methods in building 
trade for night clubs is thru lists of 
names, addresses and phone numbers 
of all out-of-town spenders they have 
ever entertained. Table singers cor- 
respond with customers at regular in- 
tervals, inducing most of them to in- 
form the girls when they expect to be 
back in town, how long they intend to 
stay and how large a party will go on a 
spending spree. 

The lists are kept up to date and 
are constantly increased with additional 
names. They are usually the property 
of the operators but, in some cases, be- 
long to the singers, who take them along 
when changing jobs. Such lists usually 
mean a boost in salary for the girl when 
talking business with another club op. 

It is the personality of the table singer 
and her capability of entertaining in- 
dividual parties that guarantees the club 
owner a certain amount of trade nightly. 
There is local repeat trade, attracted by 
those table strollers, that can be de- 
pended upon on certain nights during 
the week without fail. 

During the Christmas card-mailing 
period this week one club addressed over 
15,000 greetings to out-of-town cus- 
tomers. 


Chorus Equity Clears $1,500 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Benefit for un- 
employed chorus girls held Tuesday at 
the Manhattan Opera House cleared 
about $1,500. All money was turned over 
to Chorus Equity Association. Theater 
Authority waived its customary cut. 


Hallett Folks in Auto Crash 


HILLSBORO, O., Dec. 25.—Four mem- 
bers of Mal Hallett’s orchestra were in- 
jured Tuesday when their auto crashed 
into a truck near Samatha, O. The 
musicians were en route from Scranton, 
Pa., to Chattanooga, Tenn., for an en- 
gagement. Those in the accident were 
Norman Strutt, Richard Wise, Stuart 
Anderson and Miss Teddy Grace. 


Petrillo Yells “Wuxtry” 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25. — Between 
rounds with his various labor battles, 
James C. Petrillo, musiker chief, took 
time off Tuesday to join with the 
Old-Time Newsboys selling Christmas 
editions for the poor. Contest ended 
up in a typical Petrillo brawl, how- 
ever, when an argument ensued be- 
tween the ex-trumpet player and 
Sheriff John Toman, both claiming 
to have sold the most papers! Petrillo 
was last year’s champ. 


AFA Vs. Petrillo, 
Latest Chi Bout 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—James C. Petrillo, 
head of the local musicians’ union, has 
instructed band leaders in this terri- 
tory not to permit their non-musical 
acts to sign with the American Federa- 
tion of Actors until he gives them the 
word to do so. In a meeting with the 
ork chiefs in his office this week, he 
explained that he wants to study the 
letter issued by Joseph N. Weber, AFM 
prez, which requests all leaders to em- 
ploy AFA acts only. 


Guy Magley, local AFA rep, when in- 
formed of Petrillo’s stand, wired the 
New York office and urged immediate 
action be taken thru the AFM head- 
quarters. Magley states that Petrillo 
refused to see him this week, and sev- 
eral previous attempts to get together 
with him have also resulted in failure. 

It appears probable that no AFA ac- 
tion will be taken here before Execu- 
— Secretary Ralph Whitehead invades 
this scene. Whitehead is expected in 
after Christmas. 


Manitowoc Club Opens 


MANITOWOC, Wis., Dec. 25—Art 
Schmalfeldt has opened the “151” Club 
near here, formerly the Chicken Tavern. 
Spot boasts a 46-foot modernistic cock- 
tail bar and offers Tony Groeschl and 
his ork for dance music. 


New Club in Akron 


AKRON, O., Dec. 25.—Reconditioned 
thruout and with many innovations, new 
Hollywood Club has been reopened. 
Among improvements was new cocktail 
lounge and a horseshoe bar. No cover, 
no mintmum. 

Opening floor show included Anne 
Varetta, Anita Werner, Tex Dallas, Marie 
Shaw and Don Kaye, with Kenny Baird 
and swing band. 


AMERICAN FEDERATION— 


ae | 


OF ACTORS 


AFFILIATED WITH AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR 


OUR LEADERS: Sophie Tucker, president; Rudy Vailee, honorary president; Joe Laurie, 
Ben Bernie and Chie York, vice-presidents; Charles Mosconi, treasurer; R: 
Whitehead, executive secretary. 


OUR JURISDICTIONS: Vaudeville, Motion Picture Presentation Theatres, Tabloids ee 
Clubs, Cabarets, Private Entertainments, Minstrels, Circuses, Fairs, Carnivals, Rodeos 
Hotels, Boats and Barges, Public Restaurants and ‘Music Halls. 


OUR BRANCHES: Boston, Tom Senna, 230 Tremont St.; Bridgeport, Samuel A. Lefkowitz, 
84 Savoy St.; Chicago, Guy Magley, Capitol Building, State at Randolph St.; Detroit, 
Walter Ryan, Wolverine Hotel, Witherel and Elizabeth Sts.; Los Angeles, Ralph 
Frazier, 502 Auditorium Building, Sth and Olive Sts.; Milwaukee, Ted Kraft, Re- 
publican Hotel, North Third St. and Kilbourn Ave.; Minneapolis, and St. Paul, Ralph 
Edwards, Musicians’ Union Building, 32 Glenwood Ave.; Minneapolis; Pittsburgh, 


f., 


George La Ray, Room 688, Fort Pitt Hotel; Rochester, Max Cohen, 415 Central Trust X\ as 


pert San Francisco, Ai T. Smith, Room 202, Golden Gate Building; Toronto, Ont., 
Canada, Terence B. O'Donnell, Ford ‘Hotel, Bay and Dundas Sts. 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS | 


1560 Broadway, New York City 


P. S.—Our best wishes for a Prosperous New Year. 


Femmes et =e ANT 


Season’s Greetings 


PHILADELPHIA 


Musicians’ Protective Association 


LOCAL 77 
AMERICAN FEDERATION OF MUSICIANS 


A. ANTHONY TOMEI 
President 


Season’s Greetings 


DON “?ormor” TANNEN 


Many Thanks to 


ED WYNN, HOWARD LINDSEY, RUSSELL 
CROUSE, YIP HARBURG and HAROLD ARLEN, 
who have helped me in my advancement. 
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GEORGE CORTELLO presents his R 
! HOLLYWOOD CANINE MIMICS . 
FEATURED WITH “WAIKIKI NIGHTS” 3 


Now Playing—Taft Auditorium, Cincinnati. 
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Philly Bookers 
Warned or Else 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 25.— Pennsyl- 
vania Department of Labor and Indus- 
try on Tuesday laid down the law to 
booking agents to cut out chiseling on 
contracts and to clean up the hostess 
racket. 

Bookers were called on the carpet by 
Walter H. Morley, supervisor of inspec- 
tion. 

They were warned to stop the employ- 
ment of girls under 18 as entertainers, 
to cease using girl lures ito sell liquor, 
quit forcing entertainers to mix with 
customers and comply with the bookers’ 
license law in the matier of pay re- 
ceipts, etc. 

Violators’ of this ultimatum were 
threatened with vigorous prosecution as 
well as loss of license. Agents of the 
department will work in cahoots with 
the State Liquor Control Board to spot 
out violators. 
ment agent in charge of theatrical book- 
ers, warned that bookers who have thus 
far openly defied the law and failed to 
obtain licenses will be prosecuted by the 
attorney-general’s office. 


G. G. Expo Adopts No 
Pay Radio Ad Policy 


SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 25.—Refuting 
a recently published statement of the 
NAB which suggested no free radio time 
for the Golden Gate International Ex- 
position, Arthur Linkletter, radio chief 
for the fair, declared that someone at 
NAB headquarters had been mislead into 
believing that newspapers and maga-- 
zines were getting paid for space adver- 
tising the fair. 

Stating that all large expositions of 
an international nature adopt the same 
policy in regards to no paid advertising, 
Linkletter explained that the San Fran- 
cisco Fair will abide strictly by this un- 
written law as regards billboards, news-+ 
papers and magazines, as well as on the 
air 


Furthermore, he pointed out, the fair 
(See G. G. EXPO on page 125) 


Miami News 


Ben Bernie is back, accompanied by 
his brother, Herman. 

Fred Waring may come into Bernarr 
Macfadden’s Deauville Hotel this season. 

Chic Endor and Charlie Farrell have 
opened their own spot in Ft. Lauder- 
dale, just north of Miami, naming it the 
Coral Club. Boys are not doing so well 
and have been appearing as guest stars 
in local spots to pep up their publicity. 

Gardner Wilson, formerly press agent- 
ing with Sally Rand, has associated with 
Jack Freeland. 

Frank White has stepped into the field 
with the opening of Frank White's 
Casino on the Miami outskirts. 


CONTESTANTS 
ATTENTION 


Show Opens Thursday, January 6, 1938. 


In the Heart of Downtown San Antonio—Heated 
3,000-Seat Walkathon Arena. This is my 
town. I have city permit and show is sponsored 
by Elks. Only high-class Sprint Teams with 
plenty wardrobe accepted. Don’t come until ap- 
proved. AIR MAIL ONLY. 


MAX GROSSMANN 


Walkathon Arena, San Antonio, Tex. 


WANT AGENT 


With car. Appearance and ability to contact school 


officials essential. Have excellent educational program 
now working. Vercentage proposition. Right man 
can average £50.00 to $75.00 week, RALPH 


LOYD, 700 So. Sixth St., Paducah, Ky., week 
December 27. 


WANTED 


Small Vaudeville Acts. If you are in or around 
this territory get in touch with me. Have two 
weeks’ work for good Acts. Don’t answer if you 
haven't got anything, as you will be canceled. Peo- 
ple that I know let me hear from you. 


BUD DAVIS, MGR. RITZ THEATRE 


(Former Trouper), 
Roanoke, Ala. 


Victor A. Girard, depart- © 
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Upswing Continues ELON S SMH ES ARERR Ee 


Wash. State Gets 


Two More Niteries. 


SEATTLE, Wash., Dec. 25.—Mike Lyons, 
of Lyons Music Hall, together with as- 
sociates, has started on the Music Bowl, 
across from his present location. Says 
$60,000 would be placed in the new 
spot and expected to be ready the first 
of June. The new Music Bowl will 
follow certain architectural appoint- 
ments and interior decorations harken- 
ing back to the old Atlantic Garden on 
the Bowery, but with modern ideas of 
floor show and tavern features. There 
will be dancing in the center to an 
eight-piece band, a floor show of five 
acts, a pipe organ and singing waiters. 


BREMERTON, Wash., Dec. 15—With 
Bert Lynch as emsee, the Rendezvous 
was recently opened. Singing barmaids 
are drawing crowds. Viola Baily is fea- 
tured singer and Billy Broughman and 
Swingsters furnish the music. 


Club Books Stage Unit 


YOUNGSTOWN, O., Dec. 25.—Pete 
Meyers, director of the Gray Wolf Tavern 
at near-by Masury, is following the lead 
of Gotham’s hostelries in booking a stage 
unit for one night not to make money, 
but to get the people talking, he says. 
Don Redman and band, along with sev- 
eral vaude turns which have been play- 
ing Midwest theaters, attracted turnaway 
patronage Sunday night. Redman’s en- 
tire unit show was offered in addition to 
the regular floor show currently at the 
club. 


Stevens Hotel Adds Show 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—Otto K. Eitel, of 
the Stevens Hotel, is adding floor 
shows in the Boulevard Room, begin- 
ning Christmas Day. Since its opening 
a couple of months ago spot offered only 
concert and dance music by Marek 
Weber. Opening bill includes Cas 
Franklin; Eleanor Christian, dancer, and 
a line of girls. 


“Over 40 Project” Holds Meet 
And Gives a Cup to Al Shean 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—“The Over 
Project,” designed to help people of <0 
and over to become better adjusted to 
economic conditions and to secure fa- 
vorable legislation for them, held a mass 
meeting Wednesday at Union Church. 
After plenty of pep talks Al Shean, 
starring in Father Malachy’s Miracle and 
now 70 years old, was presented with 
a loving cup emblematic of the “Over 
40” club’s principles. 


James Madison emseed. Introduced H. 
W. Goll, who said that men over 40 


were really more able than the young- 
sters. Also opined Death does not begin 
at 40. At this juncture, as a coinci- 
dence, Van Smith and his orchestra 
played That’s Because It’s the Natural 
Thing To Do and You Can’t Stop Me 
From Dreaming. 

The audience liked it and the orches- 
tra encored with Annie Laurie, this 
brand of schmaltz introducing Henry 
Chesterfield, executive secretary of the 
National Variety Artists. Chesterfield 


(See “OVER 40 PROJECT” on page 125) 


BROADWAY BEAT—— 
(Continued from page 5) 


bookings, but—it came from the prison in which the agent was confined at the 
moment—after having been caught gyping actors. 


TO KEEP THE RECORDS STRAIGHT: Leonard Lyons, of The Post, in his De- 
cember 17 column referred to “Benson Jacoby, head of the stagehands’ union.” He 


meant Vincent Jacobi, business agent of the stagehands’ union. . 


. Maybe it’s the 


Durbin influence, but anyhow Winchell in his December 18 column called Dana 


Suesse, famous composer of symphonic jazz, Deana. . . 


. A news story in The Morn- 


ing Telegraph announced that Burgess Meredith was set to make “his screen 
debut” in a comedy that‘was to be shown at the Palace. It seems there was once 
a play called Winterset that got itself a screen version. 


Baltimore Clubs 
Drop Female Imps 


BALTIMORE, Dec. 25.—As a result of 
the recent police ban, about 15 local 
night clubs featuring female imperson- 
ators are now displaying other forms of 
entertainment. This ban, which became 
effective last week, prohibited female im- 
personators as entertainers in night 
clubs. 

Acting admittedly on a questionable 
basis of legal authority, Police Commis- 
sioner Wiiliam P. Lawson signed an order 
for commanders of police districts an- 
nduncing that clubs, hotels, taverns and 
other places providing entertainment 
shall not be permitted to exhibit female 
impersonators. 

The order was held up, however, when 
neither the police commissioner nor 
Chief Inspector Stephen G. Nelson was 
able to discover any statute or ordinance 
endowing them with authority to dictate 
the type of entertainment to be offered 
by any licensed establishment. 

Indirect methods were then called into 
play. Police called upon the manage- 
ments of the clubs and told them that 
the commissioner was planning action. It 
was added that the police were prepared 
to go before the liquor board and ask 
revocation of licenses. 

All of the clubs then agreed to change. 


American Talent Plays 


Parisian Night Clubs 


PARIS, Dec. 20.—Adelaide Hall has 
provided Paris with a Big Apple cabaret, 
which opened recently in the Mont- 
martre cabaret belt. New spot offers 
good entertainment, with entertainers 
including Adelaide Hall, songs and danc- 
ing; Berry and Dosher, the “Harmony 
Kings”; Mackey Twins, hoofers; Nicka 
Shaw, singer, and Frank Willis’ Synco- 
Pators, 

Browning and Starr, harmonizers, have 
joined the show at the Harlem, near-by 


In the Champs-Elysees quarter the 
new “Chiquito 37” is offering a big floor 
show with Oley Cooper, American singer; 
Robinson, hoofer; Jack Fontange, pian- 
ist, and Baby de Lavergne, dancer. Dance 
rhythm provided by George Johnson’s 
Swing Band and Genaro’s Argentine 
Tango Band. 

Chez Ray Ventura has Ventura and 
his Collegians, Six Singing Babies, har- 
monizers, and James W. Houston, hoofer. 

Don Byrne and Alice Swanson are 
dancing at the Sporting Club in Monte 
Carlo. 

Regine and Shanley, ballroom duo, 
and Lilly Lamb, acro dancer, are at the 
Palais de la Mediterranee in N Nice. 


Mayfair Casino Washed Up 


CLEVELAND, Dec. 25.—Any chance of 
the defunct Mayfair Casino reopening im- 
mediately seems to have gone up the spout 
permanently and for good. All fixtures 
and stock have been sold. Except for 
the false interior, erected when the then 
Ohio Theater was converted into the 
night club, there is no sign of the good 
old days which held brief sway here. 
Current rumor has it that the place 
may again become a theater, which can 
easily be accomplished by removing 
false walls, redecorating and installing 
seats. The house is controlled by the 
Loew interests, who are holding out for 
a rental of $1,000 the week, which 
hoists too great an overhead for local 
backers to take a chance, 


Ed Primrose Dance Manager 


SEATTLE, Wash., Dec. 25.—Eddie Prim- 
rose has been appointed manager of the 
dance department of Associated Talent 
Studios. In addition to being in vaude 
for years, Primrose also conducted his 
own dance academies in New York and 
San Francisco 


Recovery Road for Dupree 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 25.—Reese Du- 
pree, widely known booker of Negro bands 
and operator of the Strand Ballroom 
here, is recovering at his home follow- 
ing a stroke suffered-in Savannah, Ga., 
while on a tour two weeks ago. 


Club Bali, Chi, Reopens 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—Bali Bali Club re- 
opens as the Club Bali Tuesday under 
new management. Barry Walker and 


his Floridorians will continue on the 
band stand. 
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January 1, 1938 


VAUDEVILLE-BURLESQUE 


The Billboard 31 


It’s All Alike 


“What's wrong with burlesque?” 
asks our editorial department, and 
Uno, with 30 years of burlesque ex- 
perience, answers, “Too much same- 
ness.” Four veteran burlesque fans, 
who will be called by the names the 
burly field knows them, agree. 

The first is Bob, a real estate mer- 
chant, whose hobby is burlesque. He 
has seen the old Rentz-Santley shows, 
Morris Leavitt's extravaganzas at 
Miner’s Bowery and London and Wat- 
son’s Cozy Corner house in Brooklyn. 
He has collected programs, photo- 
graphs and newspaper clippings. All 
are bound and preserved. 

The other three are Jack, an archi- 
tect; George, a surveyor, and Fisher, 
a linotype operator. Bob, Jack, 
George and Fisher know their bur- 
lesque, know each bit by heart and 
know burlesque performers by their 
first names. And burlesquers know 
them, too. 

All agree that what’s wrong with 
burlesque is the dire need of new 
faces, new scenes, new bits, new pro- 
duction and new everything. Maybe 
it’s an idea. 

A happy 1938 to all of you. 

UNO. 


Review 


Old Howard, Boston 


(Reviewed Monday, December 20) 


Moonlight Maids (133 minutes) is 
somewhat eclipsed by the n. s. g. house 
line of 14, but that’s all forgotten when 
Mildred Harris Chaplin and Valda come 
on the boards for their offerings. 

It’s no easy matter to come into a 
strictly burly house with an act of for- 
eign departure and have it go over as 
well as did Mildred Harris Chaplin’s. 
Charles Chaplin’s former frau retains her 
s. a. She pleased the audience for five 
minutes with some questions and 
answers cued by Jess Mack, sang Where 
Are You? and then gave an impersona- 
tion of Garbo leaving a Hollywood party. 
Her billing helped bring in the cus- 
tomers for a S. R. O. biz. 

Valda is one of the most facile, gyro- 

roller-bearing, sensuous hip- 
swingers extant in burly. Her cadence of 
bumps, sinewy gestures and rhythmic 
parading pleased the boys. 

Sunny Nash, auburn-haired, won 
plenty of continued mitt-slapping for 


(See REVIEW on page 116) 


Youngstown Cast Set 


YOUNGSTOWN, O., Dec. 25.—Talent 
picked for the Princess, reopening to- 
day, includes Dolly Dawson, Betty 
Novack, Jean LaRue, Sam Mitchell, 
Harry Stratton, John Head and Ernie 
Holder. Plenty of billing in Youngstown 
and near-by towns, coupled with a 
newspaper campaign, are hoped to keep 
the house in the black. 


Marion (MARTY) Remsen 
To All My Friends 
At the Republic, N. Y. City 


HOLIDAY GREETINGS 


‘at SIMON 


Of SCHWARTZ & SIMON, 
Jewelers to the Profession, 
72 Bowery, New York City. 


SEASON’S GREETINGS FROM 


HARRY KAPLAN & JOE BRAUN 
pauace oan & GRILL. 


Sy’ Meeting Peep ove for a B Step See 
148 W. 45th St. ¥. City. 


holidays. . . 


VALDA 


ORIENTAL DANCER 
Care The Billboard, New York City. 


BURLY’S WORST YEAR 


Notes 


New York: 

ILDRED HARRIS CHAPLIN, after a 

series of extra-attraction bookings 
thru Tommy Levene’s placements out of 
the Dave Cohn office, is filling engage- 
ments over the Hirst Circuit. Phil 
Rosenberg booked. . . . BUSTER HEW- 
ITT emseeing at the Sky Club, Wilkes- 
Barre, Pa., indefinitely thru Al Dash. 
. . . ALVENA spending the holidays at 
home in Cleveland. . . . LOVEY LANE 
opens January 3 at the Howard, Boston. 
. . . RUTH DONALD is now a Pace- 
maker, Hirst Circuit. . . . MARGIE 
HART, added attraction, week of De- 
cember 27 at the Howard, Boston... . 
GEORGIA SOTHERN, ditto, same week 
at the Irving Place. . . . MIKE SACKS’ 
and Alice Kennedy’s Christmas greet- 
ings came in the form of a silvered 
calendar. . . . ED (%) Pansy and Ace 
Daly sent in Ed’s hand-painted card 
from Reading, Pa. 


LOUISE CLAYTON started December 
17 at the Paddock nitery, Atlantic City, 
her home town. Brother Micky, of the 
Gale Sextet, is also home for the 
. DORAL DINA DESHON, 
dancer, with a better offer than the 
Esquire nitery in Miami made, opens 
January 3 with the .Art Lewis show in 
Eustis, Fla., as added attraction. Con- 
tract is for 12 weeks, covering the prin- 
cipal Plorida fairs. . . . IL B. HAMP 
and Gertrude Beck -headed the Hirst 
Circuit show to reopen the Empire, 
Newark, December 26, this time under a 
lease obtained by Jules Leventhal, who 
also took over the Worcester, Worcester, 
Mass., for burly stock. Newark house was 
formerly operated by Harry Bre~k. . . 
BUBBLES YVONNE moved from the 
Star, Brooklyn, to extra-attraction at 
the Bijou, Philadelphia, which reopened 
with burly stock February 27. 


BETTY eg on went from the Star, 
Brooklyn, to the Eltinge, opening De- 
cember 24... CHARLES ABBOTT, 
ex-burly comic and specialty violinist, 
busy writing new scenes and song lyrics 
for vaude, burly and night clubs... . 
WALTER SELIGMAN, assistant 
of the Criterion, also compiling song 
lyrics and looking for a music writer to 
help in the finishing touches... . 
BILLY (SCRATCH) WALLACE jumped 
into the Republic last week to relieve 
Irving Selig, suddenly afflicted with 
hoarseness. . . . SANDRA opening with 
Smart Set in St. Louis Christmas Eve. 

UNO. 


From All Over: 

MILT SCHUSTER reports the follow- 

ing bookings with the Western Circuit 
in addition to names already listed last 
week: Toramy Raft, Charmaine, Georgia 
Clyne, Babe Davis, George Corwin, Jean 
Wade, Bozo Snyder, Rance and Gordon 
and Romayne. . . . NORA FORD is 
spending the holidays with her folks in 
Cincinnati. . PEACHES STRANGE 
and Jean Carter are in Chicago for 
Christmas week. . . . CHERRY BRIT- 
TON now at the Casino, Toronto, booked 
by Schuster, whe also placed Agnes 
Dean into the Palace, Buffalo, and 
Kitty Ellis into the Garrick, St. Louis. 
. . » JUNE ST. CLAIR to double at the 
Drake and Portage theaters, Chicago, 
New Year's Eve. 
. . . BILLY PITZER, who was with Billy 
Rose’s Show of Shows until it closed, is 
now with burly at the Garrick, St. Louis. 
Mrs. Pitzer is spending the winter at 
Eagle Pass, Tex. 


Vaude in Houston Clicks 


HOUSTON, Dec. 25.—New Theater just 
opened here on a vaude-film basis is 
doing good biz. House offers four shows 
daily with added attractions on Satur- 
day night. New building seats 800. 
Talent includes a four-piece pit band and 
16 on stage. 

Present show features Bozo St. Clair, 
comic, and Cynthia White, singer. 

House is building up family trade with 
clean entertainment and popular admis- 
sions scaled at 10, 15 and 25 cents. 


Ban on_ Burly Title, Closings, 
Recession, Cause All-Time Low 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.-—Burlesque went 
thru one of its most trying years in the 
Past 365 days. General downward swings 
in business, official bans, weak, unimag- 
inative shows and union feuds were re- 
flected in low grosses. A pinch and con- 
viction at Harlem’s Gotham was the 


BAA Mulls Over 


Action on Suit 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Burlesque Art- 
ists’ Association is mulling whether to 
answer the suit seeking to dissolve it 
or to ask dismissal of it. After the suit 
was filed by Murray Briscoe, BAA second 
vice-prez, and M. Raynor, the BAA se- 
cured an order compelling the plaintiffs 
to post a $250 bond as “security for 
costs” by December 14. When the money 
had not been posted, the BAA sought 10 
have the suit dismissed. Briscoe and 
Raynor’s attorney, Timothy J. Healy, re- 
ported that they were not in New York 
at the time. New York County Supreme 
Court ruled that the case would be dis- 
missed unless the bond was posted. Cash 
bond was put up Wednesday, and BAA, 
with 10 days to answer the suit, will de- 
cide within the next few days what an- 
swer will be filed. 

Since the suit was instituted the BAA 
has won back jurisdiction of out-of-town 
burlesque theaters. These spots, con- 
trolled by the American Federation of 
Actors, were returned to the BAA by 
a Four A ruling. 


Successful Abroad, 
U. S. Acts Return 


LONDON, Dec. 20.—A large number of 
American acts that made good in Europe 
sailed for the States last week. The 
Normandie has on board Muriel Gardner 
and Marvin Kane, dancers, who return 
to England in August, 1938; Ben Berri, 
comedy juggler; Beth Hayes, dancer, who 
has picture and production offers lined 
up in Europe for early in 1938; Collette 
Lyons, comedienne, and Eddie Foy, who 
recently closed with the Prince of Wales 
Revue, and Ray and Marjorie Gordon, 
dancers. 

The liner Hansa, which left Hamburg 
December 3, has the Four Sensational 
Macks,, roller skaters, who have return 
contracts for Europe, and O’Donnell 
and Blair, comedy act, aboard. 

Jack Powell, the black-face trick 
drummer, after a record three months’ 
engagement in Stockholm, and Lee Donn, 
syncopated pianist, who has been in 
Europe for eight years, sailed on the 
Queen Mary from Southampton Decem- 
ber 


Sollie Childs’ “Ton of Fun” 
To Play South Until Spring 


CINCINNATI, Dec. 25.—Sollie Childs’ 
Ton of Fun Revue, which began its tour 
December 2 at La Porte, Ind., and since 
then has toured the Midwest for Gus 
Sun, heads south after February 1 to 
remain until late spring., Beginning 
in August the unit is slated to play a 
string of fair dates for the Sun office. 

Featured with the Childs show are 
Ethyle McDonald’s Beef Trust, compris- 
ing, besides Miss McDonald, Molly Ma- 
lone, Bobbie Brownlee, Grace Riley, Ag- 
nes LaVaty, Irene Heinz and Bunnie Rob- 
inson; Phil and Peggy Hart, William 
Cook; Vaggie, bag puncher, and a six- 
piece German band headed by Billy Jean 
and including Helen Jean, Billy Jean Jr., 
Margie Smith, Bob Shots and Kenny 
Metzger. 


Elgin Mason in L. A. 


DETROIT, Dec. 25.—Elgin Mason, for- 
mer dooker with the Ray Conlin-Michi- 
gan office here, has gone back to Los 
Angeles after spending some time in 
San Diego, where he is vaude on his own. 


tinder fire that swept into a blaze. Hasty 
clean-up jobs by other local operators 
failed to halt a city-wide drive which 
closed burlesque houses and weakened 
the Burlesque Artists’ Association. 
What amounted to a shut-down order 
by License Commissioner Paul Moss 
closed houses May 1. It threw about 


_2,000 out of jobs. Attempts to reopen 


as burlesque were and still are futile. 
Theaters finally opened doors as “follies,” 
but offered typical burlesque fare. The 
lack of the name “burlesque” and other 
conditions resulted in low intakes. Altho 
only seven reopened out of an original 13 
closed, two of these seven have folded. 
Business at two of the remaining five 
has been extremely slim and the uncer- 


(See BURLY’S WORST on page 116) 


Phil Harris 
Clicks in Short 


PHIL HARRIS has everything to his 
credit in his new RKO short, Harris in 
the Spring, released December 3. The 
band leader isn’t hard to look at, and 
his men, !m the aggregate, are equally 
easy on the eyes. They know how to 
give and are alert to the Harris beckon. 
Harris’ voice registers well and his man- 
ner, whether he sings the hot or sweet, 
is competent. I Want It Sweet Like 
You and That’s What I Like About tie 
South, Harris’ own number, are right up 
his alley. He does right by them. 

In the short story of mistaken identity 
Harris falls into the post of professional 
escort to Ruth Robbins. Love talk in 
the boy-and-girl song team manner en- 
tertains. RUTH ROBBINS, a bit on the 
plump side, sings graciously and makes 
a@ good vocal mate for Harris. 


RAY WHITLEY’S five musical cow- 
boys are as good a hillbilly crew as ever 
flashed across the screen. There’s no 
end to their versatility in Rhythm 
Wranglers, produced by Bert Gilroy for 
the RKO Pictures. Besides the usual 
guitars, bazooka, banjo and fiddle, these 
lads rigged up a washboard and auto- 
mobile horn contraption, which in musi- 
cal effect takes the place of the derbied 
saxophone, cymbals and drums. 

Ss. W. 


Dayton Vaude Resumes 


DAYTON, O., Dec. 25—Discontinued 
several months ago, vaude makes a re- 
entry into RKO Colonial, beginning with 
New Year’s Eve. The first show will be 
Jack Fine’s Play Girls of 1938, to be fol- 
lowed by Blackstone. A house line will 
augment vaude acts when no traveling 
unit is available. 


My Sincerest and Best Wishes 
For the New Year 
mpmmentr- + ae Employees 

° 


CASINO THEATRE 
in Brooklyn, N. Y. 


SAMUEL BRISKMAN 


Holiday Greetings 


HANK HENRY 


To My Friends 
Now Making €ducational Pictures 


Rhinestone G Strings 


With or besa Fringe, $4 and $5. 
measurements. 


Send hi 
NET 


ne 
Pants, Sizes, 50 cents; Brassieres 
PAUL'S, 158 W. 44th St., New York City. 


35 
cents; G Strings, 25 cents. Sent C. 6 do. 
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VAUDEVILLE-BURLESQUE 


January 1, 1938 


What's Wrong With Burlesque fo 


Leaders Give Their Ideas for 
Putting Sock Back in Box Office 


| URLESQUE is in a bad way this season. Theaters all over the country 

B have reported low grosses. Switches from stock to circuit and from 

circuit to stock have been tried without outstanding success. All 

too evident is the fact that there is plenty wrong with burlesque. 

The Billboard has asked leaders of the industry to point out what they 

consider wrong and, more important, what should be done to improve the 
b.-o. intake. 


your antiquated lighting. Get a real 
lighting engineer. Let him design an 
Operator, Palace Theater, Buffalo, N. Y. up-to-date lighting system for you, so 
, hen the people come in they will see 
OTHING at all. It’s the operators ™ 

N themselves who are wrong. Too something worth while on your stage. 
many oldtimers in the game who _ Put bulbs in your electric signs, paint 

are living in the past when they made them up. 
a thousand a week because they had  Modernize your front, make it at- 
the only girl show in town. tractive, give it some punch! Put uni- 
forms on your ushers and doorman. Give 

What have they done for burlesque? 

Nothing at all. Kept it in the gutter YOUr Customers some courtesy. They 


scratch houses, dirty theaters, dirty love it. 
fronts, dirty signs, no thought for bet- Department stores pay their window 
termént. Some haven’t done anything trimmers plenty to trim their windows 
to or for their theaters in the last 10 tO attract people. What do you spend 
years. They haven't kept up with the for your front each week? Hardly any- 
times. You can’t fool the people. They: thing. Get out of the past, live in the 
are used to the de luxe picture houses, Present! You're in a great business if 
where they see everything in a de luxe You only realize it. 
Way and at popular prices. Give your customers something when 
Operators, wake up! Fix up! Spend they come in. Modernize your enter- 
some money on your theaters. Tix up tainment. Don’t give them the same 
your stage, light your show. Lighting is formula each week. How do you expect 
90 per cent of the battle. Throw out all people to come in every week for the 


By Dewey Michaels 


Ree he no ae Tt SoD Yee ae Sf) fae DS h er BED rh per) oe EV oe a rede FRI ned Jin8s 
: HOLIDAY GREETINGS FROM — < 
ss Introducing a New and Startling Technique in the | 

Art of Disrobing and Unique Audience Numbers = 


i Opening January 3, 1938, in Eustis, Florida, with the 
: ART LEWIS SHOW 


y AS ADDED ATTRACTION FOR 12 WEEKS OF THE PRINCIPAL 
i FLORIDA FAIRS ; 


Special Music by GUY SANTE —- Gowns by GEORGETTE #8 
| Direction L. B. LAMB " 


at the ELTINCE THEATRE, N. Y. City. 


season’s 
greetings D 
‘ producing for 
ABE and HAROLD MINSKY 
and MAX RUDNICK 


roe) sore) ghd go 
‘ 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 
TO ALL OUR FRIENDS AND EMPLOYEES 


REPUBLIC FRENCH FOLLIES 
is NEW YORK CITY 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 


STAR THEATRE 


Brooklyn’s Original Hiome of BURLI-GIRLIE SHOWS at Fulton, jay G Smith Sts. 
Phone, TR-iangle 5-3550 ; 


same thing! Bring in added attrac- 
tions, not just strippers. Bring some sen- 
sational novelty vaudeville acts. They 
may not draw, but they can help make 
your show a great show and take the 
monotony away. Fool the people. Give 
them something different each week. 
Take care of your business and your 
business will take care of you. 


By Johns S. Sumner 


Executive Secretary, New York Society 
for the Suppression of Vice 


ANY years ago at the old Weber and 
Fields Music Hall I saw a skit 
called Tess of the Weberfields 

which was a caricature or burlesque of 
the then current stage play Tess of the 
d@’Urbervilles. Using that type of show 
as an example, there is nothing wrong 
with burlesque. 


In comparison there is everything 
wrong with what certain misfits in the 
amusement field until recently termed 
“burlesque” and what they now call 
“follies.” 

Shows which primarily capitalize 
feminine nudity in lascivious posture 
and motion together with smutty dialog 
offend every tenet of public decency. 
Sooner or later their producers will be 
called to account by the prosecuting or 
the licensing authorities. 

The events of last spring would have 
served as an effective warning to a pro- 
ducer of ordinary intelligence. But in the 
group of those then penalized there 
seems to be an entire lack of brains and 
originality. 

The city is swarming with dramatic 
and musical talent out of work. There 
are hundreds of writers who can produce 
entertaining script free of smut. 

A “music hall” taking advantage of 
such facilities would prosper. Patrons 
could walk in. They wouldn’t have 
to slink in and sneak out. Their open 
approbation would be the best adver- 
tising for a good genuine~“‘burlesque.” 


It Ain’t No More! 


An invitation was extended to Li- 
cense Commissioner Paul Moss of New 
York to send in his thoughts to this 
page. 

Commish declined, saying there 
were no burlesque theaters in New 
York now. 


_ amusement. 


By Beverly Carr 

Producer, Republic Theater, N. Y. 

IRTUNATELY we of the bur- 

lesque field are not financially 

able to employ such keen brains 

as to think up “Boondogling,” “WPA” 

or “Relief” for our people while the 
vital question is being solved. 

Experimentation costs money, and if 
the theater owners are not making it 
they are not in the position to find out 
what is wrong with burlesque. 

At present our shows are approved 
by a board of censors but not by the 
public. Our theater owners feel the 
name was the drawing card, not what 
they saw inside. 

Any person critically ill calls a doctor 
for a diagnosis, but doctors cost money, 
and since there is no burlesque clinic 
or at least since the diagnosis so freely 
given is incorrect it’s time experiments 
were made and specialists called in be- 
fore our patient dies completely and 
leaves several thousand to mourn the 
loss of a livelihood. 

Personally I can’t see where a noun 
and a few electric light bulbs can morally 
ruin a nation if the structure of the 
show inside remains under the jurisdic- 
tion of the censor board. Particularly 
when the use of that name will feed 
thousands and give our theater owners 
a chance to spend money to try to 
find out just what is “wrong with 
burlesque.” 


By Sam A. Scribner 
Treasurer, Actors’ Fund of America 


O MANY impositions on good taste 

and public morals have been prac- 

ticed under the guise of “burlesque” 
that the term has become a sign that 
repels rather than attracts sane, sensible 
and decent seekers after amusement. 


Stick the word “burlesque” into a 
theater sign or advertisement and it may 
mean anything except worth-while 
The old acceptance of the 
term has gone with the horse and buggy 
into memories of a vastly different past. 


Anyone with a desire to become a 
“showman” and sell tickets to a gullible 
public thinks first of “burlesque” as a 
covering title for any and all sorts of 
catch-cash concoctions. Given a few 
trained fleas, a pan of jumping beans, 
a@ jar of electrified tadpoles and a tent 
to shelter them—it’s “burlesque”! Any 


~ SEASON'S 
GREETINGS 


BEVERLY’: BERT 


CARR 


REPUBLIC THEATER HIRST’S 
NEW YORK CITY CIRCUIT 


HOLIDAY GREETINGS 


FRANK D’ARMOND 


and his 


Star Theatre, Brooklyn, Orchestra 


JOE LUCARELL—tIst Sax. 
RALPH LIGUORI—2nd Trumpet. 
ERNIE AZZOLINA—1Ist Trumpet. 

HARRY PALMER—Drums. 

VINCENT PORTA—Trombone, 
and 

BEN MAGUIRE—Arranger. 


Season’s Greetings 


VIRGINIA 


Holiday Greetings 


BOB CARNEY 


and Daughters 


BERT § JEAN 


Touring the Hirst Circuit 


——— 
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Greetings Greetings 


MILDRED 
HARRIS 
CHAPLIN 


CAPTURER RECORD 
Box-Office Totals 


All Over the West and 
Canada. 
Now Repeating Similar 
Successes in the East. 
NOW PLAYING 


TROCADERO THEATRE 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Season’s Greetings 


GUS SCHILLING and 
BETTY ROWLAND 


ONLY in Our 18th Week at the 
REPUBLIC THEATRE, New York City 
BUT the season's still young. 
Thanks to }. W., Phil and Dave. 


Holiday Greetings 


EVELYN GREY 


The Blond Venus 
Direction—NOLAN G&G BUDD, 


emg Thea. Bidg., N. Y. City 


pit show at a county fair; a family of 
tattooed gazelles at the seashore; a col- 
lection of girls who can barely lift a 
foot is “burlesque,” so called and so 
advertised. 


Burlesque has gone back to—and be- 
yond—the honky-tonks of Western min- 
ing camps and river towns in a dis- 
graceful effort to compete with the in- 
decencies of the modern honky-tonk— 
the so-called night club. The old 
honky-tonk was a resort for two-fisted 
men who mingled with women of their 
class. The modern honky-tonk attracts 
denizens of all classes—the so-called 
“upper ten” and “lower five”—soft- 
gloved and soft-headed; possessing ap- 
petites for immodesty that the “box 
workers” of other days would not toler- 
ate even in their curtained retreat. 


When burlesque was controlled by the 
producers who elevated shows and thea- 
ters to sources of family entertainment 
there was nothing wrong with burlesque. 
Fortunes made by decent men who 
helped make the Columbia Wheel pros- 
perous thru more than a quarter century 
was money decently acquired. The en- 
tertainment was clean and the per- 
formers were enthusiastic. No happier 
band of troupers could be found else- 
where than in the well-managed com- 
panies that brought coin, credit and 
popularity to Columbia burlesque. Among 
those whom we remember are Will 
Rogers, Sam Bernard, Fannie Brice, Clark 
and McCullough, Al Shean, Leon Errol, 
Al Jolson, Grace La Rue, George Beban, 
Emma Carus, Dorothy Jordan, Belle 
Baker, Charlotte Greenwood, Mack Sen- 
nett, Billy Van, Sophie Tucker, Willie 
and Eugene Howard, Alex Carr, Fred 
Stone and George Sidney. Also Bert 
Lahr, Truly Shattuck, Etta Shutta and 
many others. 

For years the policy of decency en- 
riched producers of Columbia shows and 
brought profit to theater managers. But 
the ability of movie palaces to provide 
not alone talking pictures but ballets, 
choruses, specialties and great orchestras 
at far lower prices than traveling shows 
proved killing opposition. Burlesque’s 
family trade was invaded wholesale. In 
every big city there were big theaters, 
big shows and low prices—opposition 
that traveling burlesque could not meet, 
let alone overcome. As far as Columbia 
burlesque was concerned there was noth- 
ing to do but capitulate. It would 
have required unattainable millions to 
equip and conduct effective competition 
with the big cinemas thru the medium 
of traveling attractions. It simply 
couldn't be done. 


Years before the Columbia Wheel 
ceased to revolve the lobbies of musical 
comedy theaters and night clubs were 
smeared with pictures of women in all 
stages of undress. Complete nudity was 
pictured before the eyes of children, 
morons and rough-neck moochers of 
Broadway. 

The Columbia Wheel was meanwhile 
ruling against bare4legged chorines. Our 
publicity department was not permitted 
to distribute for lobbies or newspaper 
art any photographs of naked poses by 
professional or amateur models. All this 
time “legitimate” theaters and night 
clubs were blazing facades of nakedness— 
and the Columbia brand of decent bur- 
lesque suffered. 


When the great-capacity movie palaces 
entered the amusement field every form 
of hitherto prosperous stage entertain- 
ment began to bleed at the box office. 
Permanent choruses and ballets flooded 
the movie-house stages with more bare 
legs than burlesque in its combined 
organizations could match. Short skirts 
brought to street and subway exhibitions 
of female anatomy; free “peep shows” 
abounded. Bathinz beaches were jammed 
with all classes of our female popula- 
tion in one-piece revealments—the 
glamour and revelations of burlesque 
faded to dimness and final extinction. 
“The female form divine” was no longer 
@ guarded secret. It became public 
property in open revealment and a bur- 
lesque queen or chorus girl in tights 
was completely outmoded. 

Always a flexible expression of human 
activity, the term “burlesque” so far as 
it concerns the amusement field has 


(See WHATS WRONG on page 125) 


“YOU'LL LOVE BOSTON!” 


—— so say we 


MAE BROWN 


eR GREETINGS TO ALL ak 


~ MAE BROWN—15th Week 


= e . * o * 
HARRY RYAN CONNIE FANSLAU 
15th Week 12th Week 
.} . = * 6 a 
CHAS. (TRAMP) McNALLY—10th Week 
o = - 2 * 
CLAIRE STONE GEO. ROSE 
6th Week 4th Week 
e a > > - * 
FRANCES McEVOY—Just Got Here—tLove It 
* « es . a * 


HARRY SEYMOUR .« HARRY MEYERS 
Just Joined the Happy Family 


° . . + . . 
“SYLVIA”—Columbia’s Got Me, Too 
r) ° . . + - 


Shows are Staged and Produced by Ben Bernard, assisted by 
His Girl Friday, Edith Cushman, 
Trade Press agrees. Sid Paine, The Billboard, says: “Ben Bernard scores again, 


Giving the public something new each week is heading this two-a-day house 
into good B. O. grosses.” 


New ‘Year’s Greetings 


AXN CORIO 


Imitated by Many----Equaled by None 


42d STREET ELTINGE THEATER, N. Y. CITY 


We send our holiday greetings to our many friends in the theater. 
While we would like to thank you individually, we take this means 
of conveying our thanks for your holiday expressions. 


Abe Minsky — Max Rudnick — Harold Minsky 


WOLET# F FRED D ORIEN 


PRODUCERS 


AT THE REPUBLIC THEATRE, NEW VORK are 


| 


GREETINGS FROM 


GUIDO and EVA 


“Creative Dance Moods” 
Permanent Address 
1631 Garfield Street, Bronx, New York, or Phone Westchester 7-1173. 


BE A BOOSTER FOR 


MILTON SCHUSTER 


Greetings of the Season to All 
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RADIO 


tions to 1564 Broadway, New York C 


January 1, 1938 


THE YEAR IN BROADCASTING 


Tussle With AFM, Birth of AFRA 


Year’s Two Major Developments 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—The year 1937 
and the radio industry followed that 
same pattern set by the nation and in- 
dustry generally. Labor and employer 
made the big news all thru the year. 
The financial gains recorded in adver- 
tising revenue by stations and networks 
continued along lines charted during 
previous years. Other notable develop- 
ments were few, there being one majer 
tangent in radio-film producer-advertiser 
deals, followed by bitter complaints from 
motion picture exhibitors. This is a 
story which has not had its final chap- 
ters written as yet. 


Members of the American Federation 
of Musicians set the wheels in motion 
for the radio industry’s major develop- 
ment-in convention at Louisville in 
June of this year. Soon after, Joseph 
Weber, the AFM president, notified the 
industry, by way of its networks and 
transcription producers, that more 
musicians must be employed or there 
would be a strike. That was the signai 
for the start of a long series of talks 
between the two factors; it was also the 
signal for steps toward reorganization of 
the National Association of Broadcasters. 
This was 2 step certain broadcasters had 
sought for a long time, but it was 
likewise one which could not be accom- 
plished without some catalytic agent. 
The musicians provided that and by this 
time next year the NAB should reflect an 
entirely different set-up, a set-up, no 
doubt, that will parallel in many ways 
that of other trade organizations, nota- 
bly the National Association of Manu- 
facturers. Those who have studied the 
NAB reorganization suggestions recently 
submitted to the stations of the country 
can easily see this parallel. Whether a 
course closer to the center is advisable 
or whether the increasing strength of 
labor makes a right stand necessary 
is for the broadcasters to decide in 
February. 

Musicians’ Victory 

The musicians, it was predicted in 
The Billboard when the radio industry 
was notified, would win, hands down. 
They did. The industry had no defense, 
no central organization which bound the 
factional differences for the major good. 
The industry could not stand a strike 
and, altho thru the Independent Net- 
work Radio Affiliates it put up a stanch 
stand for the best it could get, it never- 
theless had to meet most of the terms. 
It was during these negotiations that 
Mark Ethridge, of the Louisville, Ky., 
newspaper station, WHAS, established 
himself as the man of the year in radio. 


It is interesting to note that broad- 
casters are unanimous in their praise of 
Weber, the musicians’ leader. Every 
radio official who sat in any of the 
many meetings with the musicians’ 
executive board praised Weber as equita- 
ble and considerate. 


AFRA 

When the AFL show business union, 
the Associated Actors and Artists 
America, was forced to reorganize thru 
pressure from an Equity minority and 
the Screen Actors’ Guild, a new union 
covering all radio performers other than 
musicians, the American Federation of 
Radio Artists, emerged as its radio af- 
filiate. The new union has won its spurs 
already in a short-lived and amicably 
éettled fray with CBS in Cincinnati and 
a contract with the labor-owned WCFL, 
Chicago. Radio actors under Equity had 
hopelessly sought organization. Equity, 
without the backing of the NRA, under 
which it had set out to organize this 
field, felt, remembering the unpleas- 
antries of the motion picture foray, that 
it should stay away. The AFRA is rapid- 
ly gaining, and 1938 will no doubt record 
major developments in its history. The 
union hopes to regulate talent commis- 
sions and other actor problems, such as 
rehearsal hours, minimum wages, etc. 


A Hunk o’ Wood 


Jimmy Durante, when he played 
vaude, had a climactic finish to an act 


during which he extolled the values of 
wood to mankind and civilization, from 
the days of dugout canoes to airplanes. 
Another piece of wood, a ventriloquist’s 
dummy, will go down in history as the 
man of the year from the talent end of 
things. His program early established it- 
self as the Number One show of the 
year, and despite a disastrous date with 
Mae West it should hold that spot for 
some time. Other program leaders— 
Fred Allen, Major Bowes, Rudy Vallee, 
Jack Benny, Eddie Cantor, et al., held 
their spots, in the main. 

New stuff was at its usual premium. 
Two film ventures, the MGM and Warner 
shows, were produced, the first so far 
failing to justify itself, and the second 
muking only a moderate impression. The 
end of thjs episode is for 1938 to con- 
tribute. 

On December 13 an agreement was 
signed in Cuba by delegates from various 
countries whereby interference would be 
ended and stations policed more closely, 
thereby ending, it was hoped, a pressing 
problem. 5 

The film-radio alliances were an out-. 
growth of the major production trend to 
Holiywood, whence now come the lead- 
ing radio shows. This came from ad- 
vertisers’ insistence on names, which 
only the picture business could satisfy. 
It has resulted in stereotyped program- 
ing, but the guessers say it will reverse 
itself to a considerable degree in 1938. 

Furthering of their interest in radio 
by the Warner Brothers, thru expansion 
of activities of Transamerican Broad- 
casting and Television, and this month 
by acquisition of Muzak, wired music 
service, was another development of the 
year. TBT started its WLW-WHN Line 
with fair commercial results. 

Other labor problems that beset radio 
during the year and will continue to 
give radio men a workout next year were 
the organization of radio engineers, 
panelmen; plus organization of an- 
nouncers by an independent union, 
American Guild of Radio Announcers 
and Producers. Several unions are 
scrambling for jurisdiction in the engi- 
neer and announcer field. 


YEAR IN TELE 


NEW YORK, Dec? 25.—Increasing at- 
tempts to push television “around that 
corner” were made by RCA-NBC, in par- 
ticular, as well as by other radio-tele- 
vision firms. Trade observations indicate 


a new trend in NBC’s television work. 
Firm is definitely going after television 
publicity and, furthermore, is seeking to 
develop amateur interest. Special show- 
ings were arranged for various trade 
groups, and equipment is offered for 
sale to amateurs. NBC announced defi- 
nitely that it would demonstrate tele- 
vision to the public at the 1939 World’s 
Fair. Other firms worked to get tele 
on the market before then. Indie con- 
cerns were rather quiet, except for 
Kolorama Laboratories and Peck Tele- 
vision Company. 

Kolorama showed a good three-by-four 
picture and promised early commercial 


(See YEAR IN TELE on page 48) 


“Brain Trust” for 
New WFIL Programs 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 25.—In an effort 
to cut down on the number of network 
sustaining programs, WFIL will launch a 
drive next month for local program 
building. 

General Manager Donald Withycomb 
has set a quota of at least 25 new pro- 
grams for the station during January. 
A “brain trust” to figure out new stunts 
was formed, consisting of John Clark, 
program director; Joe Connolly, publicity 
and special features director; Arnold 
Nygren, engineering supervisor; Mar- 
garet Schaeffer, production head, and 
Jack Steck. 

Already 11 new productions are in re- 
hearsal. Listeners have also been in- 
vited to submit program ideas. 


Heatter Is Renewed 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Differences be- 
tween Gabriel Heatter and his sponsor, 
Rogers-Peet, have been ironed out, re- 
sulting in a renewal of his contract ef- 
fective February 26. It is understood 
that Heatter wanted a release, and there 
was a report that he might work for 
Philco Radios. This now appears to be 
out. Heatter is on WOR-Mutual. 


WPEN Likes U. S. A. 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 25.—An “Ameri- 
canizing” drive is under way at WPEN. 
Station, which has long been known 
for its foreign language programs, has 
started a campaign to add shows that 
will attract American listeners without 
losing foreign clientele. 


NEW YORK, Dec. 24.—A. B. Sambrook 
has been named World Broadcasting 
System’s station relations manager. 
Came from Pure Oil Company in 1933 
and has been in that station relations 
office since. Kenneth M. Donaldson is 
a new face in that department. 


Publicity 
Stations Listed 


Breaks for N. Y. 


for 48 Weeks 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Table herewith shows the total number of radio 


columnar mentions and best bet box 


mentions received by the New York 


City radio stations, chain and independent, for the past year. This is not the 


calendar year. 


Chart is kept on a four-week basis, dividing the year into 


13 months of four weeks each, to enable comparison each week, year by year. 
Chart covers the period from December 27, 1936, to December 11, 1937. 
Publicity breaks this year are fewer than last year because of the folding 
of The Brooklyn Times-Union and The New York American. As a result, all 
stations lost in total listings. Next month a comparison for the two years 


will be published in The Billboard. The 1936 totals were kept of a 13-month 
period; the figures below are of a 40-week year, not 52 weeks. 

WEAF has fallen from the number two spot to the number three, while 
WNEW has gained a notch over WINS. WHN, comparatively, shows a loss 
of fewer mentions than any other station. 


STATION 1937 1937 1937 
Columns Best Bets Total 
_ | EP Ane So Sey. epee 3,734 11,805 15,539 
ME oe dss cs kn edb dnk bod 2.848 8,945 11,793 
. . peapeee a rer ee ei ehs sae 3,306 10,102 13,408 
ET Sep Co pee ee eee 2,106 4,153 6,259 
CW I Pe et ee 1,543 3,079 4,622 
.. fe eee es 858 1,896 2,754 
ARE ee ahaa 396 1,640 2,036 
Sia ss Seti ache tis ic "s wdkep ip 585 1,197 1,782 
. > Pee er Ae 293 873 1,171 
EE, “A004 « oc o:0'> nullaiinak oh 222 917 1,139 
gs eR ey ee 98 666 764 
ES ao bis nik a bn CMs ae ee 77 36 113 


Happy 1938! 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Union war 
looms with the CIO’s American Com- 
munications Association going out 
after non-technical members. Up till 
now the ACA has confined its local 
membership drive to technicians and 
left the field clear for the indie in- 
dustrial union; American Guild of 
Radio Announcers and Producers and 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists. Inclination of the AGRAP to 
remain an unaffiliated union and the 
entrance -* the AFL’s International 
Brotherho ! of Electrical Workers is 
seen as factors which caused the ACA 
to open up its guns for a membership 
drive. ACA is out after network and 
indie station members in all depart- 
ments. 

Broadcasters in middle? 


Button, Button, 
Who’s Got Music? 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Inadequacy of 
legislation governing the profitable use 
of copyrighted music, together with the 
rise of new organizations angling for a 
share in royalties accruing therefrom, 
point to a dog-fight over the clearance of 
music in the future. Both broadcasters 
and the societies collecting fees for music 
will be affected. 


Specific indications of the approaching 
tangle are the growth of both the 
National Association of Performing Art- 
ists and American Society of Recording 
Artists, organizations engaged in estab- 
lishing the property right of a musician 
in his interpretations. Broadcasters thus 
far have secured their mechanical clear- 
ances thru Music Publishers’ Protective 
Association. NAPA has already begun 
licensing in Philadelphia on the strength 
of the organization’s Supreme Court vic- 
tory in Pennsylvania. ASRA points out 
that “the fact that a station may make 
a deal with NAPA does not mean it will 
be released from _ responsibility to 
ASRA.” 

Ramifications of the maze are obvious 
and point to the 
caught in the middle, 


Current disposition of mechanicals are 
in a process of flux with both song- 
writers and publishers pulling no 
punches in airing their grievances. Added 
beefs by NAPA and possibly ASRA will, 
according to observers, introduce new dis- 
cords into the already noisy fracas. 


Meanwhile ASRA, viewing NAPA’S ac- 
tivity in Philly, claims there are no 
jokers in the contract between NAPA 
and users of recorded talent. Claims the 
NAPA is so loosely constructed that a 
member can withdraw at any time and 
take with him the rights to the use of 
his talent, thereby leaving the broad- 
caster holding the bag. 

ASRA claims that “when the proper 
time comes the results of our efforts will 
speak for themselves.” 


Patterson Heads Calif. NAB 


SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 25.—F. H. Pat- 
terson, manager of KGGC, has been 
elected president of the Northern Cali- 
fornia Broadcasters’ Association, succeed- 
ing Arthur Westland, of KRE, Berkeley. 
Bob Roberts, manager of KYA, was 
named secretary. He succeeds Ralph 
Brunton, owner and manager of the 
Northern California Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, operator of KJBS, San Francisco, 
and KQW, San Jose. 

Association comprises 18 of the princi- 
pal radio stations in Northern California. 


Ford Show Back 
On S. A. Stations 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 25.—The Ford 
Universal Melodies recorded program, 
which was aired over South American 
stations until three months ago, will be 
resumed January 3, the N. W. Ayer ad- 
vertising agency states. 

The program will be heard on 32 sta- 
tions, in Chile, Havana and other South 
American countries. Stations will re- 
ceive records direct from Ayer agency. 
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January 1, 1938 


Future List 


Important Anniversaries, Etc., for Program Tieups 


List below ‘consists of notable dates of various mature in connection with 
which stations can arrange special broadcasts. 

In addition, readers’ attention is called to the monthly list numbers of 
The Billboard, published the last week of each month. These lists contain 
dates of conventions of both business and social organizations, these meet- 
ings offering excellent opportunities for radio stations to effect either good 


will or sales promotional tieups. 


List published herewith is in advance by a month of any other similar 


compilation. 


In addition to offering possibilities of tieups, it gives program 


producers and station managers numerous dates that can be used as bases 
of special dramatizations, flashbacks on news dramatizations, etc. 


All dates herewith are for February, 
Feb. 


1938. 


1. U. S.’s first free trade zone began operations on Staten Island. 
2. Fritz Kreisler’s 60th birthday. 


3. U. S. Income Tax amendment became law 25 years ago. 


4. Chinese New Year's, year 4642. 


5. President Roosevelt asked for reform of Supreme Court one year ago. 
Sir Robert Peel, English statesman, born 150 years ago. 
6. Union League Club in New York founded 75 years ago. 
College of the City o* New York founded 90 years. ago. 
9. Balkan Pact signed by Greece, Roumania, Turkey and Yugoslavia, 
guaranteeing territorial status quo. 
10. William Allen White’s 70th birthday. 
Treaty of Paris signed, closing French and Indian War; Canada became part 


of England, 175 years ago. 


11. General Motors strike ended one year ago. 
Feodor Chaliapin's 65th birthday. 
Coronation of Farouk as King of Egypt—his 18tp birthday. 


12. Lincoin’s 129th birthday. 


Dirigible Macon wrecked three years ago. 
Cotton Mather, Colonial clergyman, born. 


Richard Wagner, composer, died 55 years ago. 


14. St. Valentine’s Day. 


15. Battleship “Maine” blown up in Havana Harbor 40 years ago. 
16. Henry Adams, author an< historian, born 100 years ago. 
17. Frances E. Willard, leader Women's Christian Temperance Union. 


died 40 years 


ago. 
20. Argentinc’s new president will be inaugurated. 


22. Washington’s 206th birthday. 


23. Red Army founded 20 years ago. 


Leopold crowned King of Belgians four years ago. 
John Quincy Adams, ex-President of U. S., died 90 years ago. 
26. Frederick Tennyson, poet, died 40 years ago. 


27. Reichstag fire five years ago. 


13. Trial of Warren Hastings began in England 150 years ago. 
13. 
| 


Chi Stations Arrange Crusher 
For Kaffee Klatch Time Grabs 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—Radio hand- 
outs are getting a brushoff from local 
stations, which are reported as plenty 
fed up with the several agencies plaguing 
them daily with requests for gratis spot 
announcements. Practice of the gentle 
art of chiseling has become so prevalent, 
with radio as the fall guy, that radio 
execs says the clamp must be put on 
before they find themselves giving their 
Stations away. 

Altho no one seems to care much, 
the listener, too, has to be considered, 
radio men here stated, and from per- 
sonal experience station heads say it is 
very boring to have plugs spieled about 
every unimportant event in the city, 
from fur fashion shows to backyard polo 
games, and usually several times a day. 

Biggest pests in the scramble for free 
time are schools and charity organiza- 
tions. It is nothing for three or four of 
these agencies to come door-knocking 
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every day with pleas for free air time. 
Museums, special exhibits and debutante 
fashion shows are among others who 
come begging for a break on the air. 
Usual method of handling such requests 
by the station is just to say the schedule 
won't allow it, but even that is too mild 
for some of the hecklers, who insist they 
are done wrong by if the radio audience 
isn’t informed of their tea-social or 
something. 


Policy of most local stations on the 
hand-out racket has been to be as fair 
as possible and deal out gratis stints to 
deserving organizations, but a good horse 
can be run to death, and publicity 
mongers will find themselves butting a 
stone wall hereafter if they desire free 
air spots for their purposes. Initial ef- 
fort to curb giveaways started last week 
when leading stations slapped a $100 
service charge, starting January 15, on 
all remote pick-up spots airing dance 
bands. 


Charlie Benford at WFIL 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 25. — Charles 
Benford, former Washington correspond- 
ent for metropolitan newspapers, has 
joined thé staff of WFIL as news com- 
menator. 

Benford will be on five days a week 
with news broadcasts, specializing on 
political developments. He formerly aired 
over WOR and WOL. 


Love Stuff 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Radio’s 
hypoing interest in newspaper edi- 
torials in this burg. Altho occasional 
surveys have indicated a waning in- 
terest in newspapers’ opinions, ate 
tention is focused on editorial col- 
umns by a duet of programs. WBIL 
is presenting Phelps Phelps in a di- 
gest of editorial opinions, while sev- 
eral months ago a similar editorial 
program was inaugurated by WMCA. 

Dailies approve the use of editorials, 
while stations hope for box listing or 
column mentions. 
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Season's Greetings! 


Chi Station To Air 
School Broadcasts 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25—First official 
school broadcasts will start here Feb- 
ruary 10 over WMAQ, according to Har- 


old W. Kent, director of the newly 
formed radio bureau which resulted from 
experiments made last September when 
an outbreak of infantile paralysis de- 
layed opening of schools three weeks. 
Broadcasts will be a dramatizing of cur- 
rent news events and will be planned to 
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
from Your Announcer in Chicago 


EDWARD ALLEN : 
o 
( 


Herbie Kay........-...-.-..+.+++++++-Drake Hotel 
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Palmer House 


tie in directly with the school curricula, 
Kent stated. 

Airings will probably require large 
staffs and casts, as idea is to give de- 
tailed dramatizations of important spot 
news happenings with a flash-back tech- 
nique employed using some historical 
event to further develop the lesson in 
the schoolroom. 


As a preliminary experiment, Kent as 
announced a series of six weekly pro- 
grams to be aired over WCFL beginning 
next Thursday. Six local night schools 
will handle these broadcasts to primarily 
promote evening school work. 


aon ews 


site accent cgi 1p set 


<a me etree ie geen 


Eee eed eee ee 


| RADIO The Billboard _35 ) f } 
a ee kk RR RR RRR RE KH 
a 
¢ a q 3 . =. . ‘ * : ) 
d a ~ * 
-— (eam « ee 
SC = . 
| | if * Te 
J | ay * = ia 
ee 
of * Bt ' 
me pO } 
a * ] 
m, i 
es | x @ 
Cc ; 
a SYSTEM * of 
phe Tiss 
“ * + | 
— “Sa A 
| ‘ k 
sa * .* 
4 \ | ea 4 
nm ees a 
ve ————————ee * * ah 
th ff aus 
ice re a LLL et te | 
ike ie 
- 4 Pea ee ee at 4) df dj} a) db) bs ashy SS i ) ) , 
“3 . ; i , 
ing ; | ae 
ag~ . 
no jn 
ied . 
rill, 2 ; 
lis- “ “2 
ac ~ a 
ne el Le 
zs | ; i 
3 : y 
ad- SPimiwiwiwr fy fy-fp-c ep fp ie ie fe fy fe fe fe te ie ie fe iat Ss | 
vill VEEEEEE SESE ¥ ¥ EEE TE YET © MI | 
will ; | 
al q ny 
at- | if 
pen 
ali- y 
- | nt | | ia 
Dh ™ H 5 i j 
; $ : 
oa} Fe : FE INNS . ie 
~ pa — | 3 eererese. iy 
| Bs 
a f ly | 
2 i) 
wil tf te 
: t —— ee ee i 
Te- ; 
acy. —_ po A iu f 
a 
J 


| 


36 The Billboard 


RADIO 


January 1, 1938 


CBS, NBC Gain; 
MBS Off a Bit 


Total web income tops 
1936 by $10,000,000 — 
CBS in the limelight 

* 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Gross revenues 
of the three major network systems for 
1937 will top the grosses of 1936 by al- 
most $10,000,000, according to estimates. 
Based on the 1l-month take, plus esti- 
mates for the last month, December, the 
three chains will score, in round figures, 
$69,217,000. NBC and CBS improved over 
their 1936 billings, altho Mutual, with 
considerable political revenue during 
1936, figures to be off about 214 per cent 
on the 1936 gross when political income 
is figured in that gross. Thus, the prin- 
cipal radio advertising media of the 
country continue to beat their own rec- 
ords, for 1936 was a record buster. 


Man of the Year 


Major Revenue 


more than $100,000 


in itself a record year. 


of WMCA constituted and were recog- 
nized as an outstanding job in the radio 
peddling field, the station doing $831,000 
for the first 11 months of 1936 and about 
$903,000 on the year. This year the 
books are expected to show a 12-month 
total running between $950,000 and 
$975,000, the station an | setting up 


THREE WEBS $69,217,000 


Gains Made By 


N. Y. Indies During Past Year 


Coffers rang merrily for stations’ exchequers, ali N. Y. 
broadcasters gaining over last year—-WHN tops 1936 by 


e 

NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Stations of this city joined in the national gains re- 
flected during 1937, every broadcaster in the city increasing revenues over 1936, 
As usual, WOR was the leading taker-inner, improving by 
a considerable extent the 1936 figure given at $2,000,000. The station sold about 
2,800 commercial hours during 1937; rates were boosted to $1,100 per evening hour 
and $600 per daytime hour in November. 
daytime, and 800 hours more were sold in 


Major part of the time sold was 
1937 than in 1936. During 1936 the sales 


=== 
some sort of a record from the angle of 
consecutive hours sold. During the year 
there were months when no time was 
available from 2 p.m. until shortly be- 
fore midnight. This included a three- 


hour daily series sold to General Mills. 


From a number of standpoints WHN 
has, as compared to other indies in the 
town, improved itself more during 1937. 
Alliances with WLW, the Cincinnati 
powerhouse, and NBC, as a result of the 
MGM-General Foods deal, were major 
prestige getters for the Loew-owned 
station. For 1936 a notable factor at 
WMCA was increasing national advertiser 


(See MAJOR REVENUE on page 39) 


Leading Network Advertisers —- 1937 and 1936 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Figures below show estimated totals which will have been spent during the past year on 
the three major networks of the United States. The figures, of course, may vary slightly when the actual returns come 
in; the sums recorded below were based on actual expenditures for 11 months, plus estimated business for December. 

Lever Brothers have taken the 1937 lead as CBS’ best customer, replacing another firm in a similar market, Col- 
gate-Palmolive-Peet Co., best CBS account during 1936. 

Tables are so arranged as to enable comparison for 1936 and 1937. Mutual accounts were not recorded for 1936; 
hence they are not herewith listed for that year. 


1937 


Columbia, individually as apart from 
NBC’s two chains, will have a standout 
estimated gross of $28,828,000 for 1937. 
Early in December CBS figured on $28,- 
000,000, but this week revised the esti- 
mate upward. For 1936, CBS took in 
$23,168,148, and thus beats that income 
mark by considerably more than 
$5,000,000. 

For its two networks, NBC expects to 
add about $3,600,000 as its December con- 
tribution to its 11-month total, the 12 
months bringing in between $38,500,000 

* and $39,000,000. 

Mutual did $1,648,781 for the first 11 
months of this year and calculates that 
December will add about $240,000. 


Jack Gross at KEHE 


\ NEW ORLEANS, La., Dec. 25.—Jack 

Gross, Shreveport, for several years com- 
mercial manager for stations KWKH and 
KTBS, left this week for Los Angeles, 
where he became manager of Station 
KEHE, owned by William Randolph 
Hearst. A pioneer in the radio field, 
Gross was with the two Shreveport sta- 
tions before each became links in na- 


MARK ETHRIDGE, of The Louis- 
ville Courier-Journal and Times, 
whose work on behalf of the broad- 
casters in the negotiations with the 
American Federation of Musicians 
established him as an industry 


Broadcasters. As general manager 
of The Courier-Journal properties, 
including WHAS, Louisville, Eth- 
ridge was literally forced into action 
as a broadcaster. His ensuing activi- 
ties brought the distinction of be- 
ing called Radio’s Man of the Year 
pendent Radio Network Affiliates led —a distinction which The Billboard 
directly to the current reorganiza- verified among radio men them- 
tion of the National Association of selves. 


leader. Ethridge was also one of 
those whose activities in the Inde- 


tional networks and was a civic leader CBS Accounts CBS Accounts 
in that community. KEHE, considered *1937 1936 
to be cne of the finest equipped sta- fog er rere ry fo ee $2,283,340 Colgate-Palmolive-Peet ....--..--.-sseeeeeeee $1,536,220 
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for Twenty Years— 


GEORGE D, LOTTMAN 


Personalized Publicity 


for 
Radio, Screen and Stage Artists 


6605 Hollywood Bivd. 
Hollywood 


1650 Broadway 
New York 


| 


Season's * 


Greetings ED 


FITZGERALD 


cs 


THE PRAIRIE FARMER STATION 


50,000 WATTS 


1230, WASHINGION BOULEVARD, CHICAGO 
| BURRIDGE OD BUTLER, Pres GLENN SNYDER, Mgr 


: e 
‘870 KILOCYCLES Netcone! Representations JOMN BLAIR ond 
Exclusive WLS Artist's Booking - - WLS Artists Inc. - - Earl Kurtze, George Ferguson 


CIO Starts Anti-Ford Series 
On WJBK; Six Programs Weekly 


DETROIT, Dec. 25.—The increasing 
importance of radio broadcasts as a 
Weapon of aggressive union propaganda 


was marked this past week by the addi- | 


tion of a dramatic hour by WJBK, giving 
episodes from Upton Sinclair’s The Fliv- 
ver King, based directly on Ford his- 
tory. Sponsor is the United Automobile 
Workers, most vigorous of the new 
uniops in the CIO, and the spearhead of 
CIO activity in this territory. 

This union is now on the air six 
nights a week. While actually one of the 
lower power stations in the section, 
WJBE has a considerable audience, pos- 
sibly numerically larger than average, 
considering power rating, due to a past 
reputation for friendliness to various 
working class and “Forgotten Man” 
movements, etc. The UAW program has 
four nights of organizational programs 
with speeches, etc. Entire program is 
now being handled by the Ford organiz- 
ing committee, it was stated, with activ- 
ities at present concentrated on the 
much-publicized drive for unionization 


at the Ford plant. Budget for broadcasts 
was not available, but was said to be at 
standard station rates. 

New Flivver King broadcasts are being 
handled by Ralph Marlatt, former direc- 
tor of the Temple Players, little theater 
group of many years’ standing here, who 
is new director of the dramatic division. 
Entire affair is in charge of George Bal- 
lis, director of the Radio Department of 
the UAW. Dramatizations are written 
by Julia Bristol, formerly of the Con- 
temporary Theater and the Detroit Com- 
munity Theater. Actors are volunteers, 
but the elaborate setup of the radio de- 
partment to handle the new broadcasts 
shows the increasing stress being placed 
by the union on radio work. 

A similar dramatic setup is used to 
handle a Wednesday night program, For- 
ward March of Labor, a la March of Time, 
which is also now being recorded experi- 
mentally. This may be used for tran- 
scription broadcasts or hall presentations 
by other unions thruout the country, 
according to Marlatt. 


Afraid You'll Have a Prosperous Year 


I Hope, 1 Hope, I Hope! 


Al Pearce 


Exclusive Management Fanchon & Marco 
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-—A MESSAGE TO ALL— 
RADIO PERFORMERS 


Under the charter granted by the Associated Actors and Artistes of 
America, jurisdiction over all radio performers other than musicians is 
granted the American Federation of Radio Artists. Such performers should 
immediately contact either the national AFRA headquarters or a local office. 


AMERICAN FEDERATION OF. RADIO ARTISTS | 


(Affiliated with the American Federation of Labor) 
2 WEST 45 STREET, NEW YORK, N., Y. 


National Officers 
ety 5 gauren JAMES WALLINGTON PAUL N. TURNER 
Vice-President Counsel 
Lawgence >» yener? EMILY HOLT HENRY JAFFE 
Vice-President Executive Secretary Associate Counsel 
NORMAN FIELD GEORGE HELLER LAURENCE W. BEILENSON 
Vice-President Secretary and Treasurer Associate Counsel 
JASCHA HEIFETZ LUCILLE WALL 
Vice-President Recording Secretary 


CHICAGO LOCAL 
540 North Michigan Ave. 


NORTHERN PACIFIC LOCAL CINCINNATI LOCAL 
663 Mills Bidg., San Francisco Box 2, Burnet Woods Station 


MONTREAL LOCAL 
3701 St. Andre St. 


LOS ANGELES LOCAL 
6513 Hollywood Bivd. 
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Staccato Styled 
Music 
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BILL TREADWELL 
Production and Press Representative. 


U. S. Prefers Air 
~ To Printed Word 


Survey by peat gives 
nod to listening over read- 
ing—lists faverite shows 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Radio is Ameri- 
ca’s favorite recreation, leading pictures 
and more than doubling the pastime of 
reading newspapers. A survey by For- 
tune also reveals that Boake Carter is a 
favorite of those in the money, while 
Jack Benny is an idol of the middle 
classes and the poor. Major Bowes is a 
favorite with Negroes. 

Survey, besides revealing radio as 
America’s Number Ope pastime, gave the 
Jello show top rating as a favorite pro- 
gram. Bowes, news broadcasts, Chase & 
Sanborn, Ford, One Man’s Family, Lux, 
Kraft, Amos ‘n’ Andy, Gang Busters, 
Fibber McGee and Molly, Lum and Abner, 
Texaco’s Eddie Cantor and Lucky’s Hit 
Parade led in that order. In the favorite 
personality category, Jack Benny led 
again. He was followed by Boake Carter, 
Lowell Thomas, Eddie Cantor, Bing 
Crosby, Major Bowes, Bob Burns, Nelson 
Eddy, Edwin C. Hill, Charlie McCarthy, 
President Roosevelt, Gracie Allen, Fred 
Allen, Edgar Bergen, Lum and Abner and 
Rudy Vallee. 

Radio’s intense appeal to both men 
and women, rich and poor alike, is re- 
vealed by this survey. The decided pref- 
erence for radio news over the reading of 
newspapers is another fact brought out 
sharply by the study. 

Fortune’s chart: 


MERRY 
> CHRISTMAS 


MAJOR REVENUE—— 


(Continued from page 36) 
recognition, a step paralleled this past 
year by WHN. 

Financially WHN clocked more than 
$100,000 gain over 1936, which nabbed 
about $500,000, compared to 1937 and 
$625,000. To this the WLW Line busi- 
ness contributed some. 

WNEW was figured for $250,000 last 
year and hopped over that amount this 
year, but proffers no actual statistics. 

WBNX, the Bronx station which spe- 
cializes in foreign language programs, 
was another station to highball thru the 
year. For the first 11% months of 1936 
this outlet garnered $164,162, topping 
that for 1937 with, for the same 11 
months, $203,000, a gain of 23 and 6/1 
per cent. Additional foreign 
- by national edvertiases lelpea 

e WBNX coffers. 


America’s Favorite Recreations 

The pastimes most enjoyed by 
Americans are tabulated in the fol- 
lowing chart. Question asked by For- 
tune’s surveyors was: “Which one of 
these recreations do you enjoy the 
most?” 


Listening to the radio 18.8 15.3 22.4 
Going t» the Movies. ~~~ 47.3 33 23.5 
and 8 

peme ieran 14 $t 8 

' ng ng 

Readi ewspapers..... 7.4 

Playing outdoor --- 66 93 33 

Playing cards indoor 

gums .......k— 83 46 6.4 

Aid others theater_..... 3.7 2.4 6.0 
a oo . ae. | 
Si ssiteminetaemiinii 25 24 26 


—f— 


—— i 
“I’ve Already Advertised Over WHB ... 
Those People Are Waiting for the 
Fire Sale to Open” 


14x22, 22x28 paper ané 
cardboard posters, one sheets 
heralds, etc. 

tons. Quick service, low pric 
es. Write for free catalog. 
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reelings 


D'ARTEGA 


(Pers. Mgt. Wm. Wynne) 


RICHARD CARLTON 
JOLLY COBURN 
CARTER MAYO 

DEL POWELL 
CATHERINE GREENE 
HADO HURD 

HARRIET BRENT 
HAROLD RICHARDS 
HAROLD WILLARD 
ANNETH SIMPSON 
DON SPERRY 

LEE HOWARD 

GRANT THOMPSON 
JUNE FORREST 
BARONESS HASSINOVER 
MADAME RENEE 


Exlusive Management 


Universal Radio 


Artists 
2 West 46th St. N. Y. C.. 
William Wynne 
Frank Klyne 


Air Brie}s 


New York 
By BENN HALL 


STICK of carved wood was radio’s 

topnotch development of the year. 
Mute but for his master, Charlie Mc- 
Carthy sky-rocketed into one of the 
nation’s pets and gave Chase & San- 
born’s show high rating. Other air finds 
were, as usual, rare. W. C. Fields came 
on for a brief spell with McCarthy and 
scored heavily. A few others won them- 
selves a mild hand. Radio seemed to 
realize again that it wasn’t developing 
much timber of its own. A half-hearted 
attempt was made by a few stations to 
nourish some of their own talent. 
Score: No hits, no runs, maybe some 
errors. 


Co-operative shows came to the front 
more impressively than in the past. 
Georgie Jessel’s Sunday show on Mutual 
built by Ben Rocke and sponsored by 
different firms in 20° odd cities, gave 
small concerns the benefit of a name 
show. Others to follow. . . . Wedding 
of films and radio was not complete. 
Heavy costs, dubioi. results and ex- 
hibitor yelps make the MGM show still a 
question mark. Warner’s, too, thus far. 


Better pay: Announcers and engineers 
getting more kale because of pay hikes 
due to union demands. . . . Headaches: 
Discussion of venereal diseases a tough 
one for networks. . . . Mae West affair 
an outstanding example of bad show- 
manship. Amazing coming from J. Wal- 
ter Thompson’s prize-winning radio de- 
partment. Too much of a gamble. West 
strictly a hands-off proposition to agen- 
cies now. 


Sidelights: Release forms so tough 
indie producers squawk, but to no avail. 
‘ . Find a Job programs all over the 
country. . . .-Firm offered to take 
comedy off the air and sell it. ... 
NBC shook its talent division. Later 
swung the ax all over the place, trim- 
ming more than 50 off pay roll. 


More sidelights. Fortune-telling tried 
a comeback with Myra Kingsley back on 
the air, but toned down plenty. ... 
John S. Sumner, vice man, never re- 
ceived a squawk about dirty air show. 
- «+ + Boake Carter leaving Philco for 
General Mills. Plenty of yips to Philco 
regarding his labor stand, but General 
Mills paying him plenty and on a five- 
year contract. . . . Dr. Irvin Stewart, 
FCC liberal, resigned. . . . Mess about 
WLW’s super-power. 


Chicago 
By HAROLD HUMPHREY 


K. WRIGLEY gummed up the local 
e baseball broadcasting program for 
next season when he balked on the 
American League’s two-station plan, giv- 
ing exclusive airing rights to two sta- 
tions for the White Sox games instead 
of the usual five-station line-up. Wrig- 
ley, owner of the Cubs, threatened to 
bar the exclusive Sox stations from air- 
ing any of the Cub games, and it was 
also hinted that he might have gone 
farther by permitting Cub road games to 
be broadcast while the Sox played at 
home. Looks like everything will be all 
right, tho, because Kellogg Company 
will strike out the two-station restric- 
tion for Chi games. .. Expected 
deadlock between NBC and Jimmy Pe- 
trillo’s musiker local over the new radio 
contracts will probably blow away, with 
NEC signing on the line despite its re- 
action to a clause banning the piping 
of programs to outlets on AFM’s unfair 
list. Niles Trammell, NBC prez, still 
feels, however, that he should not have 
to pay the $60,000 increase per station 
when one of the NBC outlets here is 
only heard for half-day periods. 


Pen and Pencil, local writers’ club, is 
planning an air show with Willis Arthur 


Early Deadline 


Because this issue of The Billboard 
is the Holiday Greetings Number it 
went to press ahead of the usual 
schedule. Deadline for the radio de- 
partment was Wednesday afternoon 
in New York. 


doing the scribbling. . . . Bill Weaver, 
baritone and page boy at NBC, joined 
the King’s’ Jesters for two broadcast pe- 
riods last week as a reward for winning 


a contest staged by the Jesters. .. . 
Xavier Cugat’s caricatures of big radio 
names and ork leaders are drawing 
plenty of comment in a new eatery on 
radio row. . . . Milton Blink, of Stand- 
ard Radio, is Hollywood bound this 
week to confer with Jerry King, Stand- 
ard’s production man, . WBBM is 
on the market for a new sustaining 
ork, hoping to find an outfit which can 


te 


GEORGE BURNS 
GRACIE 


* 


Personal Management: 
LESTER HAMMEL 
William Morris Agency 
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ORCHESTRA 


MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA 


announces 


the re-engagement of 


RICHARD HIMBER | 


on 


LUCKY STRIKE 
“Your Hit Parade” 
starting 
SATURDAY, JAN. 15th 
on CBS 
10-10:45 P.M. 


* 


Now Appearing 
ESSEX HOUSE 
New York 


“HAROLD F. OXLEY 


be worked into a style band with some- 
thing different. 


Stations can shelve their Silent Night 
discs for another year now, but the lis- 
teners don’t have to worry, because it 
won’t be long until they will be getting 
a double dose of Easter Parada via the 
ether—and nothing can be done about it! 


Los Angeles and Hollywood 
By DAVID ARLEN 


) ie FRAZIER, on the script staff of 
Kraft Music Hall, and Mary Titelow, 
formerly with J. Walter Thompson, were 
spliced here. . . . Big Town, the Edward 
G. Robinson series, has been renewed. 

. Lud Gluskin says he’s saving his 
nickels for a toupee, in case television 
is really just around the corner. : 
Margaret Sullavan will guest star on the 
Chase & Sanborn Hour January 9... . 
Freddie Bartholomew is making a name 
for himself as an emsee. . . . Vieni 
Vieni means “come dance with me,” ac- 
cording to Jose Rodriguez, who looked 
it up. . . . Veteran Tom Breneman has 
been transferred to San Francisco to 
direct CBS programs. 


Eddie Cantor has canceled plans to 
take his Texaco series east and will con- 
tinue originating the broadcast here, 
tho there is still a possibility the trans- 
fer will take place March 1... . Carlton 
Kelsey, former CBS musical director for 
the Western division, has been signed 
by Willett Brown, assistant general 
manager, for the post of musical director 
of the Don Lee network with head- 
quarters at KHJ. . John FP. Royal 
gone back home to N’Yawk after: visit 
here. . . . Ray Paige conducting all 
dime-store toy instrument orchestra a 
pre-Christmas Packard show. ‘ 
Fortman, of the Thompson office, out = 
sick leave. . . . The Los Angeles Times 
will take to radio via KFT for 13 weeks 
tocarry out an institutional promotional 
campaign next month. .. . Caswell 
Coffee initials new program January 4 
over KNX and KSFO. 


Boros Morros will present an instru- 
mental quartet over the Columbia net- 
work from KNX, starting January 2. 
Chamber musicians will swing it on Sun- 


(7. 49" St, New York 


Al Simon, Author 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Fun on the 
Air is the title of a book being written 
by Al Simon. It’s an “anthology” of 
radio’s “breaks’’—unexpected happen- 
ings that caused laughs or blushes. 
Simon is seeking material from out- 
of-town stations. 

Author is WHN’s publicity man. 


days, reaching east just ahead of the 
Philharmonic concert. . . . Joe Glaser, 
manager of Louis Armstrong’s band, in 
for visit. . . . KHJ replaces Transradio 
Press with International News Service 
after the first of the year for its news 
periods. . . . Matt Brooks and Eddie 
Davis, who for six years have written 
Eddie Cantor’s radio material, are pre- 
paring a textbook on broadcasting titled 
Stand By. 


Australian Chief Quits 
SYDNEY, Dec. 15.—A. E. Bennett, mane 
aging director, and his son, George, ree 
signed from Station 2GB, Sydney. H. 
G. Horner, New South Wales manager 
of the Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
sion, Joined 2GB as general manager. 
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By Aaron Mare Stein, 
Radio Editor, New York Post 


RESS agents, like the policemen in 

the Pirates of Penzance, are always 
engaged in their employment. If they 
want to work all the time I have no ob- 
jections. I do not mind—not much, that 
is—even if they try to work on me all 
the time. It would help, however, if 
they would not be so polite about it. 
When a press agent telephones or comes 
calling, I know he has press agentry in 
mind. He knows it, and he knows I 
know it. 

He feels, nevertheless, some sacred 
obligation to go into a Joe Cook routine. 
I may be hanging on the sharp and 
murderous edge of a deadline, but there 
is no getting around the “How are you? 
Where have you been keeping yourself? 
What’s new? How’s your uncle?” busi- 
ness. I am fine. I have been keeping 
myself around a radio and a typewriter. 
Nothing is ever new and all my uncles 
are in the pink. Now boys, come to the 
point. For whom do you want a plug? 


By Jo Ranson, 
Radio Editor, The Brooklyn Daily Eagle 


major trouble with radio press 

agent convy is too much quantity 

and much too little quality; and therein 

lies the radio editor's headaches and 

calloused fingertips from opening bulky 
envelopes. 

Consider for a moment network pub- 
licity. NBC’s is usually the most. humor- 
less stuff received. It is factual, gram- 
matically correct, somewhat wooden, 
never offensive, never exciting. CBS, 
on the other hand, is constantly striv- 
ing for new gags with which to intrigue 
the average radio editor whose sense of 
humor is only one degree higher than 
that of a traffic cop in snarling Times 
Square. 

This doesn’t necessarily imply that 
NEC fails to get into the daily press— 
far from it. It grabs plenty space, but 
it could be getting a great deal more 
if the Radio City moguls would unbend 
a little. Another fault with NBC’s copy: 
it smells, and I’m not fooling. That 
mimeograph machine at Radio City must 


Radio Productions 


247 Park Avenue 
New York City 
Wickersham 2-0077 


Tel., 


The Radio 


get daubed with rare perfume before 
they start shooting out the releases. To 
me, the paper has the same aroma hot 
corn gives off on Surf avenue and Hen- 
derson’s Walk in Coney Island. 


The private press agents, those on the 
side streets, are wide and varied in in- 
tellect, business acumen, ethics, morals, 
etc. There’s a handful who know the 
newspaper biz and they are doing a 
manly job in giving the scribes the 
kind of copy that makes good news 
sense. But the other group—the less 
said about it the better. 


WOR has a good idea. It doesn’t send 
out bales of copy. All station. releases 
are concentrated. No bulking of en- 
velopes. And that’s the way it should 
be all over. 

I guess radio publicity hasn’t changed 
much since Doc DeForrest invented the 
vacuum tube—there’s still too much ham 
in it! 


By Ben Gross, 
Radio Editor, New York Daily News 


2 If all of us 
agreed on the answer there would 
be no excuse for a symposium such as 
this. The truth is, however, that the 
Pp. a. assumes as many guises as that 
well-known fair-weather friend of the 
animal world, the chameleon. 

To some he is the creator or copier 
of gags which he places in the mouth 
of his client. To others he is general 
nuisance, intent on making mountains 
out of the molehills of his account’s ac- 
complishments. To others still he is 
sycophant, a gargantuan “yes-man,” 
doused in the oily salve of acquiescence 
and oozing with the sweet sirup of flat- 
tery. To me, however, a good press agent 
is a hard-working newspaper man or 
woman on the other side of the fence, 
who provides me with live and legitimate 
news about his client and about radio 
in general. 

But notice that adjective “good.” 

From my observation I should say that 
there are two principal reasons why 
many of the publicity boys and gals 
fail to merit this descriptive word: (a) 
Instead of doing a little honest hard 
work and bringing in some truthful, 
factual item of news, they spend their 
time creating fantasies on their type- 
writers which for imaginative qualities 
top the inventions of Jules Verne, but 
certainly have no place in a radio 
column, (b) Instead of slanting their 
approach and material to the individual 
demands of the various radio editors, 
they persist in writing for them as a 
class. 

To become personal about this for a 
moment (and why not?), if I were a 
press agent before I sent out a line of 
copy I should do a very simple thing: 
I should study the various columns to 
which I intended to contribute; analyze 
their subject matter, their style, their 


Editors Say 


Note 


Articles on this page present 
views of various radio editors on 
New York metropolitan dailies, 
together with the opinions of two 
press agents. Obviously, the latter 
must remain anonymous. After 
all, they want to eat next year. 

The question of relations be- 
tween editors and press agents is a 
never-ending source of discussion, 
especially in radio. 


prejudices, their taboos and above all 
their requirements. A simple and ele- 
mentary observation. Yet how many 
p. a.’s really do this? 

And another thing: Doubtful as it may 
seem to some, a radio editor is after all 
a human being. Therefore he has his 
own idiosyncrasies, his own peculiar way 
of reacting to persons, words and situa- 
tions. If he be an aloof guy, nurtured 
on Shakespeare and Beethoven, I 
shouldn’t try to convince him that the 
morning serial, The Heart Throbs of 
Annie, is the world’s greatest literary 
masterpiece or that some Tin Pan Alley 
tunester is better than Bach. And un- 
der no circumstances should I tell any 
radio editor that I’m his “pal” or that 
he is the “sweetest little guy who ever 
lived.” i 

I could go on like this for hours— 
but why do it? All in all, I have no 
kicks against press agents. They give 
me many good items . . . which I use. 
They shower me with many more lousy 
ones which are read with gusto by the 
kindly old woman who empties the waste 
baskets. It’s all part of the game, which 
so far as this writer is concerned means 
getting out a column, not for the boys 
at Dave’s or Lindy’s, but for the millions 
of people who read The Daily News every 
day . . . the housewife in Brooklyn, the 
buttonhole maker in the Bronx and the 
debutante on Park avenue. And P. S. 
- . » I also hope to please the Boss! 


By J. E. (Dinty) Doyle, 
Radio Editor, New York Journal-Ameri- 
can and Hearst newspapers 


HE press agent, it seems to me, should 

be a good reporter whose business it 
is to furnish writers with legitimate and 
usable items concerning their clients, 
written according to the standards de- 
manded by any good city editor. 

It has been my experience as a press 
agent and a newspaper man that many 
press agents work too hard to imagine 
news and neglect to write of interesting 
happenings which actually occur. 

All good press agents have well de- 
veloped reportorial instincts. Others, I 
think, have difficulty in getting the 
names of their clients into the news- 
papers. 

The press agents in New York are 
generally competent, interesting and en- 


tertaining ladies and gentlemen with 
well developed senses of humor and to 
them all I send my best Christmas 
wishes. 


By Anonymous 

(Editor's Note: The radio editor writ- 
ing this article is associated with one 
of the major New York daily newspapers. 
It is the policy of his paper to have 
articles such as this appear without the 
editor’s by line.) 


| grwcen agents in this funny business 
have three outstanding faults from 
this radio editor’s viewpoint. They can- 
not write (if they can, they don’t show 
it); they don’t or can’t recognize a story 
until it is pointed out to them, and 
they depend too much on prayer to get 
their stories across. 


Because of a belief that any type of 
yarn is justified as long as the client's 
name is impressed in black ink on white 
paper, the majority of p. a.’s are content 
to concoct weak statements ascribing 
some minor actions to the stars they 
represent. If the editor detects a worth- 
while morsel in the single line he has 
to cross-examine the representative for 
the additional details that will give the 
item readability. Experience has taught 
the futility of asking the agent to do 
the rewriting. It he attempts it the re- 
sult is either a pointless, rambling dis- 
sertation or a long panegyric of superla- 
tive praise. 

If any radio editor had a dollar for 
every time a press. agent has asked, 
“What can I write about Miss Blank?,” 
he would be a retired capitalist. Lacking 
news writing experience, these press rep- 
resentatives seem to be unable to 
analyze a newspaper’s policy and arrange 
the known facts about their clients to 
meet the policy. Of the hundreds of 
Pp. a.’s who have crossed my path I can 
recall less than half a dozen who had 
the ability, experience, imagination and 
willingness to work required of an ideal 
press agent. I don’t know the reason for 
this scarcity. Possibily one of the con- 
tributors on the other side of this forum 
will offer the explanation. 

Sports writers sometimes refer to 4 
hurler on an off day as having only-a 
“fast ball and a prayer.” This condition 
applies as well to the majority of press 
agents who storm my desk. The “fast 
one” is usually a cock-and-bull yarn 
that will not weigh more than eight 
ounces to the pound. Any editor can 
detect the sham the instant it is of- 
fered, altho, if it is readable, he may 
still use it in modified" form. A good 
story well told always makes good read- 
ing. 

But the pray-er, the man who comes 
on tended knees with a sobbing voice 
to tell you that unless the Vocal Sisters 
get a break in the very next column 
he will lose his job: that man is the 
curse of the industry. Beggars may 
wheedle space once or twice but the 
perpetual panhandlers are soon wonder- 
ing why their stuff is no longer used. 
The p. a. who has only a tin cup for an 
Office should apply to one of the charity 
organizations and leave radio editors 
alone. 


Wish to extend compliments of the season 
to all their friends everywhere. 


—SHAW-=-LEE 


Wrigley Double-Mint Program 
CBS Coast to Coast, Sundays 


6:30 P:M.—New York 
5:30 P.M.—Chicago 
3:30 P.M.—California 
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-|Press Agent Versus Radio Editors— 
The Press Agents Say 


“Radio Editors Are Peculiar--But They’re 
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to 
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Pretty 


Good Fellows, Too” 


By ANONYMOUS 


HE radio editors of America are @ 

peculiar tribe. They are conceited 

and humble, arrogant and cour- 

teous, selfish and kindly, domi- 
neering and passive. 

They never forget an injury, and rarely 
take a personal vengeance. They never 
forget a friend, an@ often discriminate 
against their friends. They are grossly 
unfair, and yet are, perhaps, the most 
fair-minded set of men in the news- 
paper business. 


The most conceited of the radio 
editors are at times the most humble. 
The most domineering and crude of the 
bunch fall down in tears over a baby’s 
death and go to great extremes to doctor 
up a story so some inefficient young 
press agent can hold a job. 


They are entitled to their conceit. Two 
lines in a radio column have been known 
to change the lives of a dozen actors and 
performers. One casual adverse criticism 
has canceled contracts, revised shows 
and switched a performer from one net- 
work to another. 


They should be humble because, 
banded together in all their might, they 
could not injure an outstanding per- 
former who hurt their feelings. 


They run benefits and drag per- 
formers to the home of the _ editor’s 
brother-in-law to sing for the neighbors 
—oftentimes forgetting the names of the 
performers who have spent hours enter- 
taining their friends, rarely repaying 
with publicity the favors shown. 

At the same time, the most grasping 
of the radio editors has been known to 
take hours and hours of his own time 
to help some casual friend of a friend 
find employment. The most hard-boiled 
of the gang has been known to suffer 
with inefficient assistants because he 
“didn’t want to see the poor guy starve.” 


The radio editors, as a class, are the 
most unique of radio men. In the office 
they are looked upon as representatives 
of the opposition, high priests of the 
radio industry that is cutting into ad- 
vertising volumes. In the radio profes- 
sion they are looked upon as the die 
hards of the newspaper profession who 
wouldn't recognize a story if one knocked 
them in the face. 

These radio editors make a great fuss 
about “exclusive” material. Yet when 
some beginner press agent sends or 
brings in an exclusive yarn about some 
half-successful performer they find the 
Space all used up. 

They rarely read the publicity dis- 
tributed by the chains and local stations 
—yet always find the stories where the 
mimeographer has made a mistake as to 
date or name. 

They'll ask for special material, then 
throw the envelope into the waste 
basket unopened when it arrives. 

They operate private black lists, re- 
fuse to admit anything good can come 
from Joe Doakes or his brother—then 
complain because certain press agents 
hand exclusives to the opposition. 

For the main part they have very 
little discretion about the elaboration 
of their space, yet resent tremendously 
the press agent who happens to know 
the publisher or the managing editor. 

They send friends of friends in for 
auditions, cadge tickets for the entire 
composing room, and sneer if the Christ- 
mas Scotch is less than 12 years old, 
yet get insulted as anything when some 
not-too-smart press agent tries to invite 
them out to lunch to build an ac- 


on 


y pronl are desperately afraid of the 
business office of their newspapers— 
yet vehemently deny any connection be- 
tween publicity in their columns for @ 
breakfast food arfd a campaign on the 
woman’s page for the same product. 

All in all, they’re a peculiar race. All 
in all, they’re pretty good fellows. 

Radio history is dotted with cases of 
individuals who have been aided by these 
same radio editors. Stars of today, in 
many cases, owe their success to the 
steady plugging of some radio critic who 
saw in the star that which the bookers 
could not recognize. 

They are human. They respond to 
flattery like normal men; enjoy a little 
publicity for themselves, and blossom 
under the proper human approach. 

They aré quick to detect insincerity, 
quick to see thru the invitation to .p- 
pear on a broadcast, but usually fall for 
the device while laughing at the sta- 
tion extending the invitation. 

They all believe they know more about 
radio than Marconi, more about pro- 
grams than Bertha Brainerd, more about 
music than Toscanini, and more about 
selling radio time than Ed Petry. They 
also believe they know more about writ- 
ing than Walter Winchell or Joseph 
Hergesheimer, and more about publish- 
ing than Roy Howard or William Ran- 
dolph Hearst. 

Most of them had their jobs handed 
them because the managing editor 
couldn’t find an excuse to fire them. 
Many of them hold their jobs for the 
same reason. 

Some of them talk about radio people 
all the time to the extent of being boring 
to the extreme. Others boast contin- 
uously they never listen to radio. Many 
let press agents write their own reviews 
and ask the cook at home she liked 
the show in question before they de- 
cide to run the review. All of them 
talk about themselves at every possible 
opportunity. 

Most of the radio editors have other 
jobs. Many of them depend on syndi- 
cated material for the background of 
their columns, but even the editor who 
has not written a line of original com- 
ment in three years feels insulted as 
anything when he cannot get tickets for 
Major Bowes five minutes before air time. 
The smaller the paper the more im- 
portant the radio editor when he stops 
in Room 400 at NBC looking for a “pass 
to the studios.” 

Some of them are chiselers of the first 
water—bringing a dozen people to a 
night club opening, ordering wines 
when they know the proprietor is count- 
ing the cash to get enough to pay the 
butcher for the second night’s business. 
Some of them are so anti-chiselers that 
they are obnoxious with their protests 
when the press agent reaches for the 
dinner check. 

There’s a lot of variation, a lot of 
vexation in them; but they’re my bread 
and butter, and perhaps the jam, too. 
I've fought with them, borrowed money 
from them, lent money to them, danced 
with their wives and talked to their 
sweethearts. I’ve never been sorry I 
went into this business, because of this 
I am sure: No matter what happens, 
as long as we have radio editors we will 
have radio press agents, and as long as we, 
radio press agents, have jobs, we can 
always lighten our labors, bring sun- 
shine into our dull lives and perk up 
our spirits by thinking about the way 
our friends, the editors, butcher the 
stories the other press agents send 
around, 


“Radio Editors Have Been Kind-—More 
to Some and Less to Others” 


By ANONYMOUS 


SK a press agent to write an article 
on‘radio editors; assure him that 
he can hide behind a mask of anonymity; 
give him a typewriter, paper, an hour 
or two, and the chances are that Jack 
Doyle, or whoever the current authority 
on betting is, will lay you juicy odds that 
the result will be as sizzling a piece 
of copy as any Hearst editorial against 
Communism. 


The writer, however, has no axes to 
grind. The local radio writers have been 
kind to him. True, they have been 
kinder to many others—but they have 
also been less kind to a goodly number 
of my brothers under the skin-game. 
I'm not the biggest p. a. along Radio 
Row nor the smallest. I'm not the 
oldest established nor the newest Johnny- 
come-lately. In short, just an average 
press agent, with the average background 
and the average client list. My views 
on the ether columnists are the average 
views. And here they are in alphabetical 
order. 


E. L. Bragdon, of The Sun, has no 
favorites. His is a short once-weekly 
column which he fills with news. Occa- 
sionally an item of human interest or 
humor creeps into his Saturday Sun 
space, but for the most part he uses 
squibs of legitimate news. The sustain- 
ing Joe Doakes and sponsored big shot 
have the same chance of breaking into 
Bragdon'’s column if the news is of im- 
portance and timely. 


Alton Cook, of The World-Telegram, is 
the bane of the smaller p. a.’s existence. 
Cook seems to follow the “names make 
news” theory, and unless you're handling 
big names you chance of landing much 
space, with Cook is practically nil. On 
rare occasions, tho, he will go for a 
story if it is punchy and doesn’t smack 
too much of publicity. 


“Dinty” Doyle, Journal - American, 
stepped into a tough spot (in the hearts 
of the p. a.’s we mean) when he suc- 
ceeded, first Louis Reid and then Mike 
Porter, two chaps who were newspaper 
men in addition to being radio editors. 
Personally I think he acquitted himself 
admirably. I like the format of his 
column, his lead stories; his “Rambles,” 
which contain short notes, and his 
“Chirps,” which inject a bit of humor 
into the column. 

Doyle is a tough nut to crack, seems 
to have no favorites among the space 
grabbers, and is generally well liked. 

Ben Gross, of The Daily News, is my 
idea of a fellow who bends over back- 
wards trying to do his job well. Because 


of his sheet’s terrific circulation and 
the fact that he uses a cut with his lead 
stories his column leads are greatly 
valued by the p. a.’s. Gross is exacting 
in his demands for these yarns—and he 
gets what he wants—facts, figures, orig- 
inality and interesting material. His re- 
views are honest and constructive. Per- 
sonally I can’t quite see the sense of run- 
ning a review on a radio broadcast which 
will never be heard again. However, this 
is The News’ policy. Ben also uses news 
notes and invariably dishes out a well- 
balanced column. The same applies to 
Sid Shalit (who takes over Gross’ chores 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays), who re- 
ceived his columning instruction from 
Ben. Personally, we find that when it 
comes to news notes Shalit seems in- 
clined to disregard the independent p. a. 
(probably because of the unreliability 
of the boys) and take most of his info 
from the network releases and the 
agency publicity departments. 

Nick Kenny, of The Daily Mirror, 
seems to be a columnistic example of 
“That's Gratitude.” Nick is probably 
kinder to the pufflicity boys than any 
other column, and yet, behind his back, 
of course, he’s rapped most often by 
them. They pan Nick for his poems, for 
his songs, for his many benefits, etc. 
However, his frequently renewed con- 
tract, increased salary and huge fan 
maii seem to indicate that he dishes 
out the brand of column The Mirror 
readers want. Kenny fills his columns 
with names and this procedure seems 
to be a popular one with numerous 
Broadway writers; so there’s no reason 
for him to be censured. 


Aaron Stein rates my applause for his 
reviews in The Post. Because of his un- 
limited space he can review one show @ 
day and give the reader a fair idea of 
what to expect on succeeding weekly 
presentations of this series. This may 
sound contradictory to what I said about 
Ben Gross’ reviews, but you must re- 
member that Gross must dismiss a pro- 
gram with a line, and his criticism will 
usually let you know what happened 
last night—and not what you might ex- 
pect next week. 


Finally we come to Orrin Dunlap on 
The Times and John Bogart on The 
Herald-Tribune. These boys are usually 
in the habit of devoting their space to 
the stars of the more important pro- 
grams (and with a leaning to the clas- 
sical side of radio). The writer has had 
very little contact with this pair and 
therefore isn’t in a position to venture 
an opinion. 


152 W. 42 St., New York. 


r——J. FRANKLYN VIOLA & CO. 


National Foreign Language Broadcasting Service 


NEW FIELDS TO HARVEST 


Recommendations Covering All Details of an Appropriate Foreign Language 
Campaign. All Without Obligation. 


Wisconsin 7-3754 


A 
OLOSSAL KNEWYEAR 


From the 


IDOODLERS 


Apogee.“ 


co sasareanuinie 


. eerie ek 


awovgiuisi Sattiglh ance aspeapapens 


: 
! 


oe 


ee eS 


one meetin 


ee 
OFALT = gq | | | | | — 
Se a ae = See : ba 
4 { : 
be, a 
: | 
oes | 
i 
me ee i! 
rs. ay 
m Pe a 
om 
ess : ; 
om | 
n- i : 
ow d | 
ory 4 
ind : ) 
get i 
ce me 
it's 
Lite | 
ent 
ing | 
~ Bit 
2 ‘ } ’ 
has | 1 
for Wear 
the t i 
ght } v 
do i if 
re- 
lis- i 
rla- } { 
for 3 
ced, hi 
£2,” BE 
ep- § ; : a 
to i eed & 
5 to H . 
| of f | ; 
can 
had 
and : | 
deal : . 
for § ; 
on- } 
rum iW | sf 
; } 
Oo a i 
ly-a me | 
tion a a 
ress a : 
‘fast : 
yarn | j 
ight 4 
of- 
may | | 
zo00d i . 
ead- ? : | 
mes j 
70ice 
sters ) 
the 
may 
the byt i 
ider- . 
used. ie : 
r an 
arity : ay 
itors j a f 
- Mish) 
e a5 : - 
— a Hes 
at 
ee we | 
Ce |e 
ie 
. at 
ee PE : ok 
a A 
aS 
ioe 
4 Teal 
iat 
Hab 
ee | 
oad ‘' ee 
| tf 
: & P 
re: 


42 The Billboard 


RADIO 


January 1, 1938 


Radio Editor Versus Press Agents— 


By Aaron Mare Stein, 
Radio Editor, New York Post 


RESS agents, like the policemen in 

the Pirates of Penzance, are always 
engaged in their employment. If they 
want to work all the time I have no ob- 
jections. I do not mind—not much, that 
is—even if they try to work on me all 
the time. It would help, however, if 
they would not be so polite about it. 
When a press agent telephones or comes 
calling, I know he has press agentry in 
mind. He knows it, and he knows I 
know it. 

He feels, nevertheless, some sacred 
obligation to go into a Joe Cook routine. 
I may be hanging on the sharp and 
murderous edge of a deadline, but there 
is no getting around the “How are you? 
Where have you been keeping yourself? 
What’s new? How’s your uncle?” busi- 
ness. I am fine. I have been keeping 
myself around a radio and a typewriter. 
Nothing is ever new and all my uncles 
are in the pink. Now boys, come to the 
point. For whom do you want a plug? 


By Jo Ranson, 
Radio Editor, The Brooklyn Daily Eagle 


major trouble with radio press 

agent copy is too much quantity 

and much too little quality; and therein 

lies the radio editor's headaches and 

calloused fingertips from opening bulky 
envelopes. 

Consider for a moment network pub- 
licity. NBC’s is usually the most. humor- 
less stuff received. It is factual, gram- 
matically correct, somewhat wooden, 
never offensive, never exciting. CBS, 
on the other hand, is constantly striv- 
ing for new gags with which to intrigue 
the average radio editor whose sense of 
humor is only one degree higher than 
that of a traffic cop in snarling Times 
Square. 

This doesn’t necessarily imply that 
NBC fails to get into the daily press— 
far from it. It grabs plenty space, but 
it could be getting a great deal more 
if the Radio City moguls would unbend 
@ little. Another fault with NBC’s copy: 
it smells, and I’m not fooling. That 
mimeograph machine at Radio City must 
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get daubed with rare perfume before 
they start shooting out the releases. To 
me, the paper has the same aroma hot 
corn gives off on Surf avenue and Hen- 
derson’s Walk in Coney Island. 


The private press agents, those on the 
side streets, are wide and varied in in- 
tellect, business acumen, ethics, morals, 
etc. There’s a handful who know the 
newspaper biz and they are doing a 
manly job in giving the scribes the 
kind of copy that makes good news 
sense. But the other group—the less 
said about it the better. 

WOR has a good idea. It doesn’t send 
out bales of copy. All station. releases 
are concentrated. No bulking of en- 
velopes. And that’s the way it should 
be all over. 

I guess radio publicity hasn’t changed 
much since Doc DeForrest invented the 
vacuum tube—there’s still too much ham 
in it! 


By Ben Gross, 
Radio Editor, New York Daily News 


eee If all of us 
agreed on the answer there would 
be no excuse for a symposium such as 
this. The truth is, however, that the 
Pp. a assumes as many guises as that 
well-known fair-weather friend of the 
animal world, the chameleon. 

To some he is the creator or copier 
of gags which he places in the mouth 
of his client. To others he is general 
nuisance, intent on making mountains 
out of the molehills of his account’s ac- 
complishments. To others still he is 
sycophant, a gargantuan “yes-man,” 
doused in the oily salve of acquiescence 
and oozing with the sweet sirup of flat- 
tery. To me, however, a good press agent 
is a hard-working newspaper man or 
woman on the other side of the fence, 
who provides me with live and legitimate 
news about his client and about radio 
in general. 

But notice that adjective “good.” 

From my observation I should say that 
there are two principal reasons why 
many of the publicity boys and gals 
fail to merit this descriptive word: (a) 
Instead of doing a little honest hard 
work and bringing in some truthful, 
factual item of news, they spend their 
time creating fantasies on their type- 
writers which for imaginative qualities 
top the inventions of Jules Verne, but 
certainly have no place in a radio 
column, (b) Instead of slanting their 
approach and material to the individual 
demands of the various radio editors, 
they persist in writing for them as a 
class. 

To become personal about this for a 
moment (and why not?), if I were a 
press agent before I sent out a line of 
copy I should do a very simple thing: 
I should study the various columns to 
which I intended to contribute; analyze 
their subject matter, their style, their 


Editors Say 


Note 


Articles on this page present 
views of various radio editors on 
New York metropolitan dailies, 
together with the opinions of two 
press agents. Obviously, the latter 
must remain anonymous. After 
all, they want to eat next year. 

The question of relations be- 
tween editors and press agents is a 
never-ending source of discussion, 
especially in radio. 


prejudices, their taboos and above all 
their requirements. A simple and ele- 
mentary observation. Yet how many 
p. a.’s really do this? 

And another thing: Doubtful as it may 
seem to some, a radio editor is after all 
a human being. Therefore he has his 
own idiosyncrasies, his own peculiar way 
of reacting to persons, words and situa- 
tions. If he be an aloof guy, nurtured 
on Shakespeare and Beethoven, I 
shouldn’t try to convince him that the 
morning serial, The Heart Throbs of 
Annie, is the world’s greatest literary 
masterpiece or that some Tin Pan Alley 
tunester is better than Bach. And un- 
der no circumstances should I tell any 
radio editor that I’m his “pal” or that 
he is the “sweetest little guy who ever 
lived.” F 

I could go on like this for hours— 
but why do it? All in all, I have no 
kicks against press agents. They give 
me many good items . . . which I use. 
They shower me with many more lousy 
ones which are read with gusto by the 
kindly old woman who empties the waste 
baskets. It’s all part of the game, which 
so far as this writer is concerned means 
getting out a column, not for the boys 
at Dave’s or Lindy’s, but for the millions 
of people who read The Daily News every 
day . . . the housewife in Brooklyn, the 
buttonhole maker in the Bronx and the 
debutante on Park avenue. And P. 8. 
- . » I also hope to please the Boss! 


By J. E. (Dinty) Doyle, 


Radio Editor, New York Journal-Ameri- 
can and Hearst newspapers 


IHE press agent, it seems to me, should 

be a good reporter whose business it 
is to furnish writers with legitimate and 
usable items concerning their clients, 
written according to the standards de- 
manded by any good city editor. 

It has been my experience as a press 
agent and a newspaper man that many 
press agents work too hard to imagine 
news and neglect to write of interesting 
happenings which actually occur. 

All good press agents have well de- 
veloped reportorial instincts. Others, I 
think, have difficulty in getting the 
names of their clients into the news- 
papers. 

The press agents in New York are 
generally competent, interesting and en- 


tertaining ladies and gentlemen with 
well developed senses of humor and to 
them all I send my best Christmas 
wishes. 


By Anonymous 
(Editor's Note: The radio editor writ- 
ing this article is associated with one 
of the major New York daily newspapers. 
It is the policy of his paper to have 
articles such as this appear without the 
editor’s by line.) 


pes agents in this funny business 
have three outstanding faults from 
this radio editor’s viewpoint. They can- 
not write (if they can, they don’t show 
it); they don’t or can’t recognize a story 
until it is pointed out to them, and 
they depend too much on prayer to get 
their stories across. 

Because of a belief that any type of 
yarn is justified as long as the client's 
name is impressed in black ink on white 
paper, the majority of p. a.’s are content 
to concoct weak statements ascribing 
some minor actions to the stars they 
represent. If the editor detects a worth- 
while morsel in the single line he has 
to cross-examine the representative for 
the additional details that will give the 
item readability. Experience has taught 
the futility of asking the agent to do 
the rewriting. It he attempts it the re- 
sult is either a pointless, rambling dis- 
sertation or a long panegyric of superla- 
tive praise. 

If any radio editor had a dollar for 
every time a press agent has asked, 
“What can I write about Miss Blank?,” 
he would be a retired capitalist. Lacking 
news writing experience, these press rep- 
resentatives seem to be unable to 
analyze a newspaper's policy and arrange 
the known facts about their clients to 
meet the policy. Of the hundreds of 
Pp. a.’6 who have crossed my path I can 
recall less than half a dozen who had 
the ability, experience, imagination and 
willingness to work required of an ideal 
press agent. I don’t know the reason for 
this scarcity. Possibily one of the con- 
tributors on the other side of this forum 
will offer the explanation. 

Sports writers sometimes refer to a 
hurler on an off day as having only-a 
“fast ball and a prayer.” This condition 
applies as well to the majority of press 
agents who storm my desk. The “fast 
one” is usually a cock-and-bull yarn 
that will not weigh more than eight 
ounces to the pound. Any editor can 
detect the sham the instant it is of- 
fered, altho, if it is readable, he may 
still use it in modified" form. A good 
story well told always makes good read- 
ing. 

But the pray-er, the man who comes 
on Hended knees with a sobbing voice 
to tell you that unless the Vocal Sisters 
get a break in the very next column 
he will lose his job: that man is the 
curse of the industry. Beggars may 
wheedle space once or twice but the 
perpetual panhandlers are soon wonder- 
ing why their stuff is no longer used. 
The p. a. who has only a tin cup for an 
Office should apply to one of the charity 


organizations and leave radio editors 
alone. 


Wish to extend compliments of the season 
to all their friends everywhere. 


SHAW-=-LEE 


Wrigley Double-Mint Program 
CBS Coast to Coast, Sundays 


6:30 P.M.—New York 
5:30 P.M.—Chicago 
3:30 P.M.—California 
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Press Agent Versus Radio Editors— 
The Press Agents Say 


“Radio Editors Are Peculiar--But They’re 
Pretty Good Fellows, 'Too” 


By ANONYMOUS 


HE radio editors of America are a 

peculiar tribe. They are conceited 

and humble, arrogant and cour- 

teous, selfish and kindly, domi- 
neering and passive. 


They never forget an injury, and rarely 
take a personal vengeance. They never 
forget a friend, ana often discriminate 
against their friends. They are grossly 
unfair, and yet are, perhaps, the most 
fair-minded set of men in the news- 
paper business. 


The most conceited of the radio 
editors are at times the most humble. 
The most domineering and crude of the 
bunch fall down in tears over a baby’s 
death and go to great extremes to doctor 
up a story so some inefficient young 
press agent can hold a job. 

They are entitled to their conceit. Two 
lines in a radio column have been known 
to change the lives of a dozen actors and 
performers. One casual adverse criticism 
has canceled contracts, revised shows 
and switched a performer from one net- 
work to another. 


They should be humble because, 
banded together in all their might, they 
could not injure an outstanding per- 
former who hurt their feelings. 


They run benefits and drag per- 
formers to the home of the editor’s 
brother-in-law to sing for the neighbors 
—oftentimes forgetting the names of the 
performers who have spent hours enter- 
taining their friends, rarely repaying 
with publicity the favors shown. 

At the same time, the most grasping 
of the radio editors has been known to 
take hours and hours of his own time 
to help some casual friend of a friend 
find employment. The most hard-boiled 
of the gang has been known to suffer 
with inefficient assistants because he 
“didn’t want to see the poor guy starve.” 


The radio editors, as a class, are the 
most unique of radio men. In the office 
they are looked upon as representatives 
of the opposition, high priests of the 
radio industry that is cutting into ad- 
vertising volumes. In the radio profes- 
sion they are looked upon as the die 
hards of the newspaper profession who 
wouldn't recognize a story if one knocked 
them in the face. 

These radio editors make a great fuss 
about “exclusive” material. Yet when 
some beginner press agent sends or 
brings in an exclusive yarn about some 
half-successful performer they find the 
Space all used up. 

They rarely read the publicity dis- 
tributed by the chains and local stations 
—yet always find the stories where the 
mimeographer has made a mistake as to 
date or name. 

They'll ask for special material, then 
throw the envelope into the waste 
basket unopened when it arrives. 

They operate private black lists, re- 
fuse to admit anything good can come 
from Joe Doakes or his brother—then 
complain because certain press agents 
hand exclusives to the opposition. 

For the main part they have very 
little discretion about the elaboration 
of their space, yet resent tremendously 
the press agent who happens to know 
the publisher or the managing editor. 

They send friends of friends in for 
auditions, cadge tickets for the entire 
composing room, and sneer if the Christ- 
mas Scotch is less than 12 years old, 
yet get insulted as anything when some 
not-too-smart press agent tries to invite 
them out to lunch to build an ac- 

tance. 


Waren are desperately afraid of the 
business office of their newspapers— 
yet vehemently deny any connection be- 
tween publicity in their columns for a 
breakfast food arfd a campaign on the 
woman's page for the same product. 

All in all, they’re a peculiar race. All 
in all, they're pretty good fellows. 

Radio history is dotted with cases of 
individuals who have been aided by these 
same radio editors. Stars of today, in 
many cases, owe their success to the 
steady plugging of some radio critic who 
saw in the star that which the bookers 
could not recognize. 

They are human. They respond to 
flattery like normal men; enjoy a little 
publicity for themselves, and blossom 
under the proper human approach. 

They aré quick to detect insincerity, 
quick to see thru the invitation to .p- 
pear on a broadcast, but usually fall for 
the device while laughing at the sta- 
tion extending the invitation. 

They all believe they know more about 
radio than Marconi, more about pro- 
grams than Bertha Brainerd, more about 
music than Toscanini, and more about 
selling radio time than Ed Petry. They 
also believe they know more about writ- 
ing than Walter Winchell or Joseph 
Hergesheimer, and more about publish- 
ing than Roy Howard or William Ran- 
dolph Hearst. 

Most of them had their jobs handed 
them because the managing editor 
couldn’t find an excuse to fire them. 
Many of them hold their jobs for the 
same reason. 

Some of them talk about radio people 
all the time to the extent of being boring 
to the extreme. Others boast contin- 
uously they never listen to radio. Many 
let press agents write their own reviews 
and ask the cook at home she liked 
the show in question before they de- 
cide to run the review. All of them 
talk about themselves at every possible 
opportunity. 

Most of the radio editors have other 
jobs. Many of them depend on syndi- 
cated material for the background of 
their columns, but even the editor who 
has not written a line of original com- 
ment in three years feels insulted as 
anything when he cannot get tickets for 
Major Bowes five minutes before air time. 
The smaller the paper the more im- 
portant the radio editor when he stops 
in Room 400 at NBC looking for a “pass 
to the studios.” 

Some of them are chiselers of the first 
water—bringing a dozen people to a 
night club opening, ordering wines 
when they know the proprietor is count- 
ing the cash to get enough to pay the 
butcher for the second night’s business. 
Some of them are so anti-chiselers that 
they are obnoxious with their protests 
when the press agent reaches for the 
dinner check. 

There’s a lot of variation, a lot of 
vexation in them; but they’re my bread 
and butter, and perhaps the jam, too. 
I’ve fought with them, borrowed money 
from them, lent money to them, danced 
with their wives and talked to their 
sweethearts. I’ve never been sorry I 
went into this business, because of this 
I am sure: No matter what happens, 
as long as we have radio editors we will 
have radio press agents, and as long as we, 
radio press agents, have jobs, we can 
always lighten our labors, bring sun- 
shine into our dull lives and perk up 
our spirits by thinking about the way 
our friends, the editors, butcher the 
stories the other press agents send 
around. 


“Radio Editors Have Been Kind-——More 
to Some and Less to Others” 


By ANONYMOUS 


SK a press agent to write an article 
on‘radio editors; assure him that 
he can hide behind a mask of anonymity; 
give him a typewriter, paper, an hour 
or two, and the chances are that Jack 
Doyle, or whoever the current authority 
on betting is, will lay you juicy odds that 
the result will be as sizzling a piece 
of copy as any Hearst editorial against 
Communism. 


The writer, however, has no axes to 
grind. The local radio writers have been 
kind to him. True, they have been 
kinder to many others—but they have 
also been less kind to a goodly number 
of my brothers under the skin-game. 
I'm not the biggest p. a. along Radio 
Row nor the smallest. I'm not the 
oldest established nor the newest Johnny- 
come-lately. In short, just an average 
press agent, with the average background 
and the average client list. My views 
on the ether columnists are the average 
views. And here they are in alphabetical 
order. 


E. L. Bragdon, of The Sun, has no 
favorites. His is a short once-weekly 
column which he fills with news. Occa- 
sionally an item of human interest or 
humor creeps into his Saturday Sun 
space, but for the most part he uses 
squibs of legitimate news. The sustain- 
ing Joe Doakes and sponsored big shot 
have the same chance of breaking into 
Bragdon'’s column if the news is of im- 
portance and timely. 

Alton Cook, of The World-Telegram, is 
the bane of the smaller p. a.’s existence. 
Cook seems to follow the “names make 
news” theory, and unless you're handling 
big names you chance of landing much 
space with Cook is practically nil. On 
rare occasions, tho, he will go for a 
story if it is punchy and doesn’t smack 
too much of publicity. 


“Dinty” Doyle, Journal - American, 
stepped into a tough spot (in the hearts 
of the p. a.’s we mean) when he suc- 
ceeded, first Louis Reid and then Mike 
Porter, two chaps who were newspaper 
men in addition to being radio editors. 
Personally I think he acquitted himself 
admirably. I like the format of his 
column, h‘s lead stories; his “Rambles,” 
which contain short notes, and his 
“Chirps,” which inject a bit of humor 
into the column. 


Doyle is a tough nut to crack, seems 
to have no favorites among the space 
grabbers, and is generally well liked. 

Ben Gross, of The Daily News, is my 
idea of a fellow who bends over back- 
wards trying to do his job well. Because 


of his sheet’s terrific circulation and 
the fact that he uses a cut with his lead 
stories his column leads are greatly 
valued by the p. a.’s. Gross is exacting 
in his demands for these yarns—and he 
gets what he wants—facts, figures, orig- 
inality and interesting material. His re- 
views are honest and constructive. Per- 
sonally I can’t quite see the sense of run- 
ning a review on a radio broadcast which 
will never be heard again. However, this 
is The News’ policy. Ben also uses news 
notes and invariably dishes out a well- 
balanced column. The same applies to 
Sid Shalit (who takes over Gross’ chores 
on Tuesdays and Wednesdays), who re- 
ceived his columning instruction from 
Ben. Personally, we find that when it 
comes to news notes Shalit seems in- 
clined to disregard the independent p. a. 
(probably because of the unreliability 
of the boys) and take most of his info 
from the network releases and the 
agency publicity departments. 

Nick Kenny, of The Daiiy Mirror, 
seems to be a columnistic example of 
“That's Gratitude.” Nick is probably 
kinder to the pufflicity boys than any 
other column, and yet, behind his back, 
of course, he’s rapped most often by 
them. They pan Nick for his poems, for 
his songs, for his many benefits, etc. 
However, his frequently renewed con- 
tract, increased salary and huge fan 
maii seem to indicate that he dishes 
out the brand of column The Mirror 
readers want. Kenny fills his columns 
with names and this procedure seems 
to be a popular one with numerous 
Broadway writers; so there’s no reason 
for him to be censured. 


Aaron Stein rates my applause for his 
reviews in The Post. Because of his un- 
limited space he can review one show @ 
day and give the reader a fair idea of 
what to expect on succeeding weekly 
presentations of this series. This may 
sound contradictory to what I said about 
Ben Gross’ reviews, but you must re- 
member that Gross must dismiss a pro- 
gram with a line, and his criticism will 
usually let you know what happened 
last night—and not what you might ex- 
pect next week. 


Finally we come to Orrin Dunlap on 
The Times and John Bogart on The 
Herald-Tribune. These boys are usually 
in the habit of devoting their space to 
the stars of the more important pro- 
grams (and with a leaning to the clas- 
sical side of radio). The writer has had 
very little contact with this pair and 
therefore isn’t in a position to venture 
an opinion. | 


152 W. 42 St., New York. 


[J FRANKLYN VIOLA & CO. 


National Foreign Language Broadcasting Service 


NEW FIELDS TO HARVEST 


Recommendations Covering All Details of an Appropriate Foreign Language 
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Radio a Woman’s Game 


By Bernice Judis 


T IS easier for a woman to make 
I good in radio than for a man. That 
may sound like a strange statement 
with so few women in top jobs in 
radio, but a little thought will demon- 
strate its truth, and a little thought will 
reveal the fact that a great many women 
are now holding positions of considerable 
importance in radio circles. 


The woman in the home usually se- 
lects the family entertainment, approv- 
ing the motion pictures the youngsters 
shall see and deciding what play her 
husband shall take her to on their an- 
niversary night, and the woman controls 
the family buying in a majority of 
cases. That’s ay women succeed in 
radio. 

Radio reaches into the home. Its chief 
appeal must be to the head of the house- 
hold. Women radio executives find it 
easier to understand what will appeal 
to these women in the homes, both in 
entertainment and in commercial copy. 

Most male executives, if pinned down, 
will reveal that they depend largely 


WNEW’S manager, Bernice Judis, 
left the real estate game for the more 
exciting radio 


Now on 
Concert Tour 


management 


PHIL RUBINOFF 


Paramount Bidg., N. Y. C. 
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earle ferris 
radio feature service, inc., - 


420 madison ave., new york 


business sev- 
eral years ago. 
She received 
her first taste 
of radio do- 
ing ad agency 
work and 
swung into 
station man- 
agement when 
she created 
that post at 
WNEW in 1934, 
the year of the 
station’s birth. 

Station has pushed its way up near 
the top of New York independent 
stations. Miss Judis originated many 
of the measures achieving this prog- 
ress. 

Tried broadcasting once but dis- 
liked it. 


on some woman's advice when they get 
to the point where they have to decide 
on the relative merits of two program 
ideas, or even two artists. 


That Sponsor’s Wife Joke 
The old joke about the sponsor’s wife 
is no joke to those of us in radio who 
have to present programs that satisfy 
the sponsor and still manage to carry 
a message that sells merchandise. 


Perhaps it is because women are able 
to understand what women like in en- 
tertainment that so many women have 
been successful in planning programs. 
Madeline Ensign, of WOL; Edithe Fern 
Melrose, of Cleveland, and Bertha 
Brainerd, of NBC, are a few of the 
names that come to mind when you 
think of women as program planners. 

Mrs. Anne Hummert, Nila Mack, Mar- 
garet Jessup and Georgea Backus are 
women known to almost everyone in 
radio for programs they plan, prepare 
and produce. In fact, there is no field 
in radio where women have not come 
to the forefront in strict competition 
with the men. 

In publicity there are dozens of 
women executives, with Helen Strauss 
and Diana Bourbon perhaps the highest 
in rank, but dozens of others are daily 
proving that there is no job in radio 
where women cannot make good. Peggy 
Stone, of the CBS station relations de- 
partment, has perhaps one of the most 
unusual of the positions filled by the 
fair sex, but a little research will doubt- 
lessly show hundreds and hundreds of 
other outstanding women thruout the 
industry. 

Women Are Adaptable 

The real reason for the success our 
sex has had in radio lies in the fact 
that women are adaptable. Women are 


so new in the business world that they 
are willing to learn. And with radio 
reaching the home, mere man is willing 
to listen to a woman’s viewpoint about 
radio much quicker than he would be 
about newspaper advertising or on the 
important subject of a singer for the 
opera. 

It is always amusing to hear some fog- 
horned songwriter try to sing a tune 
he has just written; and it’s just as 
funny to a sales conference to have 
@ six-foot 200-pounder explain the sales 
appeal of a program directed to six-year- 
olds. 


Modern businese has grown up to the 
extent that the prejudice against women 
sitting in executives’ chairs has died 
down to what is indeed a pleasing de- 
gree (to us women at least) in almost 
every line of business. But in the 
newest of our great industries the preju- 
dice has almost swung to the point 
where given a man and a woman of 
equal standing, the board of directors 
prefers the woman for the radio position 
in preference to the man. 

Young girls come into my office from 
“time to time looking for career advice. 
Friends of friends ask my advice about 
what line of endeavor is best suited to a 
young girl starting out in business. 

I tell them all to start in radio. Re- 
member, it’s a business, not all fun, use 
the brains God gave you, and you'll 
wind up making it mighty tough for 
the man who tries to take your job away 
from you. 


WLW — The Nation’s Station 
Return to NBC - 1938 
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Program Reviews 


EST Unless Otherwise Indicated 


Sidney Kaufman 


Reviewed Monday, 9:45-10 p.m. 
Style—Film commentator. Sustaining 
on 

Removed from the staccato or yelp- 
ing delivery of some of the Hollywood 
gossipers on whom film guns are trained, 
Kaufman does a stint that is equally if 
not more devastating. His style is 
matter-of-fact, minus any bombastic at- 
tempts to be dynamic. Yet his intelligent 
discussion, background with more trade- 
like news than his contemporaries dish 
out, carries plenty of fire. 

He relies on his subject matter and 
his presentation of it rather than per- 
sonality. Kaufman possesses no great 
distinction as an orator, but his de- 
livery is clear. Explanation of fan mail 
was well done. 

Reviews he does are slanted for the 
highbrow audience which follows 
WQXR. B. H. 


“Behind Prison Bars” 


Reviewed Monday, 10-10:30 p.m. 
Style—Questions and sketch. Sponsor 


—William R. Warner & Company. 
Agency—Cecil, Warwick and Legler. 
Station-——-WJZ (NBC network). 


The audience participation idea, added 
to this Warden Lawes’ show, lends added 
interest without expanding the budget. 
From a question to a sketch, plus queries 
after the playlet, is the formula. Direc- 
tor Preston H. Humphrey does a smooth 
job of production for Sloane’s Liniment. 
Show is built around the prison keeper, 
yet these is no distortion of dramatic 
values to highlight Lawes. 

Problem of the children of divorced 
parents was dramatized in show caught. 


Lack of parent love caused a youngster 
almost to “go wrong” and also cost him 
a leg. Lawes give his views in straight- 
forward style. 

One of the comrades evidently left 
Union Square to speak over the air. 
When the free-for-all question period 
went on, a lad asked Lawes if crime 
could be cured under the “present eco- 
nomic system.’ Lawes answered to the 
effect that more equal distribution of 
wealth would aid in cutting down crime 
waves, B. H. 


“The Listen-In-Er” 


Reviewed Thursday, 10:15-10:30 
p.m. (PST). Style—Radio commenta- 
tor. Sustaining. KFI, Los Angeles. 

A radio rambler’s review of programs 
heard the preceding week, this radio 
novelty presents Harrison Holloway do- 
ing an excellent job in the commen- 
tator’s spot. Holloway does not confine 
his remarks to the national air shows 
alone, but gives brief critical resumes 
of sustaining local offerings. Unbiased 
and frank in his opinions, he offers fre- 
quent approval, but is as often quite 
ecid in his condemnation of programs. 

Highlighted on this particular broad- 
cast was Holloway’s views on the much- 
discussed debates between movie gos- 
sipers and George Jessel on the merits 
and demerits of the publicity dished out 
by “Keyhole peepers” in their news- 
papers and over the air. 

Holloway also gave a set of “cheers 
and jeers” to the new Lucky Strike 
show starring Dick Powell. Amusing 
were his pointed remarks in regard to 
Gary Cooper's ciggie testimonial about 
their never hurting your throat, pre- 
ceded by his coughing. But the real 
(See PROGRAM REVIEWS on page 48) 


Current Program Comment 


This column is devoted to brief reviews of programs which have been on the air 


for some time, as well as shows, 


which, 


already reviewed, rate further mention. 


Basis is that a one-time program review is inadequate for a production that varies 


each time it is presented. 


T'S BEEN remarked here before that 

in the shows of its type the WNEW 
Sunday morning swing program with 
Merle Pitt and his orchestra, Master of 
Ceremonies Martin Block and various and 
sundry guest stars is one of the better 
flareups of its type, with plenty of the 
heat and deep sending for them as likes 
it. But Block or the local gendarmerie 
or somebody ought to be called in to quell 
the audience. There’s no fun in listen- 
ing to a program when every number is 
followed by prolonged and obstreperous 
tpplause, largely piercing whistles, nor is 
there much fun—or sense—listening to 
& number, only to have it drowned out 
by the hand-thumping and yowling of 
the attendant swing fiends. 

Incidentally, a recent program in this 
series had the Andrews Sisters doing in 
person their hit version of the latest 
craze, Bie Mir Bist Du Schoen. The 
guardian of the phonograph record re- 
view department has been quite lavish 


in his praise for this latest bit of za zu 
zazz. Well he might be, for it is an 


extra bit of ne plus ultra on the very 


good side. 


Some weeks ago the word went out 
from the castle whence words go out 
with regard to Camel cigaret’s radio pro- 
grams, the word then being that the 
Jack Oakie-Stewart Erwin program was 
soon to wend its way off the air. That 
would have been a loss to good fun; the 
show has improved mightily and can now 
be depended on to turn out each week 
a laughable and noteworthy contribution 
to the cause of nonsense. This pro- 
gram’s teammate, the Benny Goodman 
swing half hour, is another sockeroo, 
to put it daintily, and a little fluff called 
One o’Clock Jump, as beaten out on last 
week's program by Goodman and: his 
associated beater-outers, was a thing to 
make all swing addicts shed tears of F an 

J. F. 
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THE ROCKY ROAD TO 1940 


New Year But Ganss Troubles 


For Tin Pan and Its Alleys 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Music i 
between now and 1940 is in for some 
high-class juggling, with most everybody 
throwing the Indian clubs. Just which 
factions will emerge with conked crani- 
ums is becoming interesting speculation 
to the trade, whose more astute ob- 
servers point out in that pivotal year 
(1) contracts between the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and Pub- 
lishers and the broadcasters run out; 
(2) contracts expire between the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians and broad- 
casters; (3) publisher membership in 
ASCAP terminates. To top this inter- 
esting melange, it is open talk that the 
ASCAP not only is pained at the activi- 
ties of the broadcasters, but hopes to 
put some reverse english on the situa- 
tion. The broadcasters, conversely, are 
still not anxious to shell out too much 
for copyrighted music. With the AFM 
doing a bit of blood-letting on one side 
and the society showing no inclination 
to raise the white flag, despite a ter- 
rific session of anti-ASCAP legislation, 
the broadcasters are not likely to pass 
up any possible allies. 

Such potential allies are becoming 
more articulate. They comprise the dif- 
ferent motion picture exhibitor organ- 
izations, night clubs and even outdoor 
showbiz categories which use copy- 
righted music. Trend among pix ex- 
hibitors is definitely toward a strong or- 
ganization to tighten the numerous 
local groups thruout the country. Main 
exhib plaint is that the score charge 
is a hangover from silent picture days 
and is adequately paid for in pix rentals. 
Tax on a per seat basis also gets a blast. 
Last year 21 per cent of the society’s 
income came from theaters, making this 
category second to radio as an income 
producer. 

Income to ASCAP from hotels, res- 
taurants, night clubs and cafes amounts 
to 12 per cent. Last February a Cali- 
fornia Federated Institute incorporated 
in Hollywood to fight the music -tax. 
Night club field has grown to such an 
extent that a tight combination here 
would also cause serious trouble. 


Copyright Act Backwoodsy 
With the outmoded Copyright Act of 
1910 unable to cope with a music in- 
dustry which is continualy developing 
more uses, the situation will become 
even more entangled when the National 
Association of Performing Artists be- 


comes operative on a wider scale—as it 


threatens to do. NAPA has won a vic- 
tory in the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, 
establishing a band leader’s property 
right in his interpretations. Association 
has already begun licensing in Philadel- 
phia. This will mean so much more 
Ted tape before a song is finally cleared 
for performance. Last year Music Pub- 
lishers’ Protective Association, cognizant 
of the implications, went on record as 
opposing NAPA’s aim. Meanwhile, on 
the Coast, the American Society of Re- 
cording Artists is working for rulings 
similar to that obtained by Fred War- 
ing’s group. 

Pervading the whole archaic structure 
is the question of copyright amendment, 
with pix, radio and music industries 
failing to see eye to eye owing to con- 
flicting interests. Should the 1910 Act 
be scrapped, it is pointed out that years 
of litigation would be necessary to 
clarify the wordage. Entry of the United 


At Liberty 


HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 25.—Failing to 
make any great strides in picture 
making, an industry that brought 
fame to his father, Wally Reid Jr. 
now seeks to make a mark in music 
making. Resigning from his post as 
assistant director at Monogram Stu- 
dios, young Reid has applied for a 
working card in the musicians’ union. 
Has been studying up on sax and 
steel guitar, figuring on qualifying 
for a dance band. 


States into the Berne Copyright Con- 

vention, a sort of literary League of Na- 

tions, is also meat for the Risley artists. 
Tunesters Vs. Publishers 

Current dispute between pubs and 
songwriters over disposition of sync, 
electrical transcription and similar 
rights, may, if the projected lawsuit 
does come to pass, have a sharp bear- 
ing on the continued existence of Music 
Publishers’ Protective Organization as 
an important factor in the industry. 
Irving Caesar, SPA prez, once advised 
the e. t. firms to take out a blanket con- 
tract with SPA rather than MPPA. 
Should Caesar legally establish divisi- 
bility of rights and get an apportion- 
ment of tain rights to the writers’ 
group the functions of MPPA may be 
seriously curtailed. 

All of which is not helping the har- 
mony of the industry, which has for so 
long tried to keep its business strictly 
@ family affair. Pointed out that where 
so much coin of the realm is involved 
the answer probably does not lie in 
chautauqua speeches, Official organs and 
publicity campaigns. ‘ 

Case of the United States vs. ASCAP 
is still unsettled, last word being that 
counsel for both sides were preparing 
stipulations. 

Looks like a bigger and better stew 
for the future. 


Crosby N. Y. Date 
o e 

May Bring a Suit 

NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—With Bob Cros- 
by set to follow Benny Goodman at the 
Pennsylvania Hotel January 15, Rock- 
well-O’Keefe is dusting off its contract 
with the band and there is a strong pos- 


sibility that Music Corporation of Ameri- 
ca will be haled before a court of justice. 


R-O’K makes no bones about Crosby 
being its most promising “meal ticket” 
and considers the decision of Joseph N. 
Weber, American Federation of Musi- 
cians’ prez, was too vague in letting 
Crosby slip over to MCA. 

Claiming MCA snatched the band 
away, left with only a contract that 
still has. almost four years to run, 
Corky O’Keefe, R-O’K exec, threatened 
court reprisal against MCA when Crosby 
shifted offices. 


Chick Webb on Tour 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Chick Webb 
makes another of his periodic absences 
from the Savoy Ballroom, taking his 
band for a holiday tour of one-nighters 
thru the Middle West. Teddy Hill makes 
the replacement until the first of the 
—_ with Lucky Millinder on the fol- 
ow. 


History Repeats Itself 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Modern mu- 
sicians who frown on the public 
for heckling during the playing 
should consider the sad case of the 
American musician in 1798. Country 
was divided into Federalist and anti- 
Federalist camps, each having its 
songs. Any band that dared to play 
the songs of one group promptly re- 
ceived a barrage from the opposition. 

Situation got so bad in Boston that 
the musicians appealed to the pub- 
lic, as discovered in a recently un- 
earthed Colonial mag. The tooters 
wanted to oblige by playing ail the 
tunes requested, but at the same 
time they wanted “to entreat a gen- 
erous people to so far compassionate 
their feelings as to prevent the 
thoughtless or ill-disposed from 
throwing apples, stones, et cetera, 
into the orchestra.” 


Fredericks Prepare 


For Park Bookings 


CLEVELAND, Dec. 25.—With its repre- 
sentatives recently returned from the 
annual park men’s convention in Chi- 
cago, Frederick Bros.’ Music Corporation 
is preparing for a banner summer in 
booking bands at the amusement parks. 
L. A. Frederick, B. W. Frederick, Reg D. 
Marshall and Fred Williamson attended 
the sessions and report the prospects 
were never better. Several new bands 
are being added to the list for the an- 
ticipated park business. 

Meanwhile winter activities continue 
at a merry pace. William Penn Hotel, 
Pittsburgh, has been added to the books, 
with Lawrence Welk assigned for the 
music making. Contracts have been 
extended for Larry Funk at Hotel Web- 
ster Hall, Detroit, and Herbie Holmes at 
Club Greyhound, Jeffersonville, Ind. 
Office is routing Floyd Ray thru Ohio 
and Tom Gentry thru Pennsylvania and 
Ohio. Ray Herbeck, currently at 400 
Club in Wichita, Kan., opens New Year’s 
~~ in Denver at the Brown Palace 


Lott Heads KC Local 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 25.—Frank K. 
Lott, treasurer and former prexy of the 
Kansas City Musicians’ Association, was 
elected president to succeed Floyd Zook. 
Other officers are J. S. McMillin, vice- 
president; Fred S. Joste, secretary; Wil- 
liam Richardson, sergeant at arms; Bruce 
Z. Thomas, treasurer, and Carl Metz, 
A. W. Luyben, William F. Kintz, James 
—— and Hubert Willis, board mem- 

rs. 


. 

Kendis at Belmont Plaza 

NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—After. several 
seusons at the Stork Club, leaving the 
society sipping resort last month, Sunny 
Kendis returns to the local scene Janu- 
ary 5, opening at the Glass Hat Room 
of the Belmont Plaza Hotel. Van Olman 
holds forth currently. 


Lotsa Fun at Scott’s Expense, 


But Preachers Now Believe It. 


RICHMOND, Va., Dec. 25.— After 
stamping swing as stagnant in a special 
article for The Billboard, Sam Lawder, 
who conducts the early morning Rooster 
Crows Club on WRTD, decided to have 
some fun with his radio audience by 
stamping Raymond Scott as stagnant. 
And while the town folk are taking it 
seriously, Lawder borrowed a bit from 
Bernie and started feuding with Nor- 
man Rowe, radio editor of The Rich- 
mond Times-Dispatch, who came to bat 
against cracks made about Scott’s Twi- 
light in Turkey. 

That it is practically impossible to 
buy a Raymond Scott record in Rich- 
mond or that very few folk even knew 
what he looked like mattered little. The 
newspaper owns the radio station and, 
with announcer and editor working for 
the same boss, the homemade feud looks 


like a sure-fire circulation booster. And 
to make it look kosher, Claude Taylor, 
production manager at WRTD, mildly 
rebuked the announcer in print, express- 
ing dissatisfaction about the manner in 
which the Rooster Crows Club was “be- 
littling” the streamlined Scott. 


The pros and cons help fill the news- 
paper’s feature pages on Sunday, the 
radio station presenting an all-recorded 
all-Scott program the same day. To 
date, the anti-Scotts are slightly in the 
lead, but the letters still continue to 
pour in. Only now the radio editor is 
beginning to get a little worried. The 
local preachers are sending in anti-Scott 
letters, and since this part of the 
country has never recognized a Civil 


War armistice, the hoax is likely to hit 
back hard. 


U. S. Concert 
Tour for B. G. 


e 
MCA would include Europe 
but agency nixes—Hurok 


handling—guests added 


@ 

NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—The William 
Esty Agency scored a scoop in show 
circles sponsoring the Benny Goodman 
concert in Carnegie Hall on January 
16 under S. Hurok direction. Agency 
handles the Camel ciggies account, and 
while sponsor credit will be limited to 
mere courtesy mention on the program, 
the Hotel Pennsylvania getting as much, 
agency feels the added prestige from 
the presentation of Benny 
swing in a concert hall will find the 
Camel cigaret account getting an added 
push on counter sales. 


In fact, agency plans to keep that 
brand ‘of swing on this higher plane as 
against the swing of other bands. And 
instead of Goodman barnstorming the 
country in ballrooms and _ theaters, 
agency plans call for a cross-country 
tour of the concert halls, 8. Hurok add- 
ing the only classical touch in the mana- 
gerial capacities. 

Whole idea is said to be the brain- 
storm of John Hammond. And while 
the original plans include a place for 
Music Corporation of America, handling 
Goodman, to get into the showmanship 
picture by making it an international 
tour, Esty agency has nixed the “abroad” 
angle. Figure that only MCA couid 
possibly profit from a European trek, 
and Goodman’s absence from these 
shores might undo all that would be 
built up during an American tour. Also 
point out that Goodman’s absence from 
recordings made it possible for Tommy 
Dorsey to climb on top, with Dorsey 
sponsored by a competitive ciggie outfit. 

Concert in Carnegie and any future 
ones will be strictly swing affairs, the 
symphonic touch being only in the pro- 
gram notes by Irving Kolodon, Sun 
music critic. While only the orchestra 
and quartet are being mentioned in the 
advertising, concert will include many 
guest stars. Not any names known 
commercially, but swing stars popular in 
swing circles. 

Mary Lou Williams, pianist with Andy 
Kirk, who has written and arranged 
many stomp classics for Goodman, is 
writing a special piano jazz concerto for 
the concert, with the possibility that 
the sepia star may be on hand to play 
it. While the talent roster isn’t set as 
yet, prospects include the blues daddy, 
W. C. Handy. Joe Turner, who was dis- 
covered by Goodman singing the blues 
in Kansas City honky-tonks; members 
of Count Basie’s Orchestra, perhaps the 
Count himself, and Bobby Hackett, white 
trumpet tootler now beating it out in 
Nick’s Greenwich Village Tavern. Same 
pattern will follow for other concerts, 
bringing to the fore home-talent swing 
stars in the cities coverdi. 

Most amazing phase of it all is the 
entrance of Hurok. When Jerry Goode, 
of the Hurok office, was approached on 
the plan he turned around to Kolodon 
and asked, “Who is this Benny Good- 
man?” 


Martone Back to Dover 


DOVER, O., Dec. 25.—Having estab- 
lished the high-water mark for attend- 
ance at Semler Tavern’s Rainbow Room 
here and topping his own record by 30 
admissions earlier this month, Johnny 
Martone has been set by Lew Platt Or- 
chestra Agency as house band at the 
baliroom. Opens the first of the year, 
replacing Freddy Aune. 

Zz 


A Cat Dissents 


LONG BRANCH, Calif., Dec. 25.— 
Foster Rucker, KFOX program direc- 
tor, has a cat who likes symphonic 
music but can’t abide “swing.” When 
the radio is tuned to a hot band the 
feline retires in a huff to her box on 

the back porch. 
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NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Those who 
heard the Goodman Quartet last 
Sunday at a benefit for Spain in 
Mecca Temple say that Teddy Wilson 
never played the piano with such 
flawless technique and powerhouse 
inspiration. 

The reason was that in the wings 
stood Frank Sheridan, piano virtuoso 
in the world of serious music, who 
was also on the program. 

Not many realized, however, that 
Sheridan is Teddy’s piano teacher 
and that Teddy learns how to play 
Scarlatti, Bach, Debussy and Ravel in 
his spare time. 


Bureau Plans 


Ork for Blind 


City bans street players 
—seek to sustain sightless 


—success in England 
® 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—In an attempt 
to duplicate here the success in England 
of Claude Bampton’s blind band, the 
National Bureau for Blind Artists, 
founded in 1932 to help blind musicians 
make a living, has started a campaign 
to raise $50,000 with which to build an 
all-blind dance band. Money will be 
used for instruments, Braille orchestra- 
tions and supporting the ork during 15 
weeks of rehearsal. 


Bureau claims blind band idea has the 
support of bookers and that it can get 
radio commercials and theater dates. A 
special presentation at the World’s Fair is 
also in the offing. Bureau has already 
enrolled 500 musicians, of whom half 
are in the New York area. During the 
past year it has staged concerts and 
presented sustaining radio programs. 
Situation for blind minstrels is tough 
here since the city revoked licenses of 
street musicians in January, 1936. 


Bampton’s Ork, composed of 18 blind 
musicians and one sighted trumpeter, 
was in rehearsal for two years before its 
London opening. Band also carries a 
blind male vocalist, George Taylor, and a 
blind girl trio, the Sweet Singers. 


Altho Bampton’s debut at the Troca- 
dero Cinema, Elephant and Castle, Octo- 
ber 11 drew raves from critics, most of 
the Anglo bookers shied away from the 
band on the ground it would “harrow 
the public.” 


I Trust, I Pray, I Hope 


BOSTON, Dec. 25.—Taking a hint 
from Al Pierce’s hoping, Tony Russell, 
local radio warbler, and Bud ‘Pries 
hope and hope and hope that their 
new ditty, I Hope, I Hope, I Hope, 
will gain the favor of the Gotham 
music publishers. 


Larry Gibson One-Nighting 


MACOMB, Ill., Dec. 25.—After a three- 
month stay at the Club Joy here Larry 
Gibson is now set for eight weeks of 
one-nighters prior to a Midwest resort 
engagement in February. In addition to 
Gibson and Betty Jackson for the vocals, 
band includes Rudy James, Joe Mercer, 
Vance Gregory, Keith Stevens, Charlie 
Sandburg, Bruce Mercer, Jack Shultz, 
—— Johnny Cathout and Art 


New Use for Box Tops 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—-First ex- 
ample for a radio sponsor offering 
musical merchandise as premiums 
occurred this week when Kool and 
Raleighs, which sponsor Tommy. 
Dorsey, promised to give away any 
Dorsey record the fans want—for 75 
coupons. Altho stunt may cut down 
Victor sales, tie-up was engineered 
with RCA-Victor’s consent, figuring 
that radio plugs for Victor records 
= more than make up for the cuffo 

iscs. 


Off; Stymied by Stock Divvy 


Mike Nidorf sides with Corky O’Keefe to squash wed- 
ding—deal may reopen in near future—would be to 


advantage of both offices 


e 
NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Altho it was admitted that_a merger of Consolidated 
Radio Artists and Rockwell-O’Keefe would be a profitable move for the booking 
activities of both offices, signaturing of the pact definitely fell thru this week 
when Mike Nidorf sided with Corky O’Keefe, who was against the merger from 
the very start. Deadlock was reached when discussion centered on the divisibility 
of stocks between the principals involved. While it had been agreed that both 
offices should have an equal controlling interest in the merged firm, an equitable 
became 


slicing of the stocks involved 
futile. 

Since Charlie Green is the sole stock- 
holder in CRA, and R-O’K shares are 
split between Tommy Rockwell, 40 per 
cent; O’Keefe, 35 per cent, and Nidorf 
with 25 per cent, mathematical calcula- 
tions to give each a proportionate share 
became too involved in fractions to pave 
the way for final signatures. 

Division of power had been shaping 
up, with Green to have been the com- 
bine’s prexy and Stan Zucker general 
manager, working out of Chicago. 
O’Keefe and Nidorf were to have been in 
New York, with Green and Rockwell 
heading the Coast office, supervising all 


radio activity from that point. Provision 
for Ralph Wonders, present radio direc- 
tor for R-O’K, was not clearly defined. 


Report that Tommy Rockell will pull 
out of R-O’K, selling his share and stak- 
ing on his own, were emphatically de- 
nied. Altho O’Keefe was set against the 
merger (has been from the start and 
still is), office feels that all wrinkles 
can and will be ironed out. Rockwell, 
presently back on the Coast, will return 
to New York before many weeks roll by 
and negotiations will possibly be opened 
again. 


It Started in Fun; Now All 
Are ‘Unique’ Save Abe Lyman 


PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 25.—By far the 
most important ruling this year affecting 
the well-being and standing of the musi- 
cian was the decision of the Pennsyl- 
vania Supreme Court in sustaining a 
lower-court interpretation that the toot- 
lers had a property right in their in- 
terpretations of musical compositions. 
The federal copyright laws fully pro- 
tected the composer. but it was the Na- 
tional Association of Performing Artists, 
representing Fred Waring, that brought 
out that the interpretations of a musi-. 
cian are “unique” to him and hence his 
property. Armed with such a potent 
weapon, the musician is now able to 
regulate the use of phonograph records 
for broadcasting or any other commercial 
enterprise. 

While the serfous aspects of the de- 
cision have only been brought to light 
several months ago, the original case 
brought by Fred Waring against WDAS 
radio station here two years ago seemed 
like so much horseplay. It was a one- 
ring s that made Barnum & 
Bailey wither to the proportions of a 
puppet show. And with a star-studded 
cast that exceeded by far the wildest 
dreams of a Hollywood super-special, 
lacking only a brass band, “experts” 
came to the local court of justice to 
testify that Fred Waring was “unique.” 

Tunester Joe Young was the first 
imported specialist to testify, qualifying 
his Chic Sale status by reeling off the 
hit tunes to his credit. And when he 
got to How Are You Going To Keep 
Them Down on the Farm? Hizzoner 
McDevitt, playing the straight role, pipes 
up, “Really Mr. Young, I do not know.” 
Abe Sablosky heard the experts swear 
they told the truth and nothing but the 
truth when they testified to the fact 
that Waring was “unique.” But he never 
dreamed that they would ask him to 
define it. To which the vet theater oper- 
ator rippled, sans Shep Fields, “I don’t 
know what it is, but whatever it is, he’s 


got it.” 
Lyman Lays an Egg 

Hiding behind a mild growth of 
whiskers, Abe Lyman related how the 
broadcasting of records cut him out in 
getting platter dough. Only later in 
the day, hiding behind a mild growth of 
mushrooms on a steak platter—canned 
eggs to be exact—Lyman broke down 
and confessed to the real reason he was 
off the discs. It seemed that the re- 
cording companies thought his offerings 
were corney, to use a polite expression 
in print. And besides, they didn’t sell. 
And to this day the local news photog- 
raphers claim it was Lyman who gave 
them the bum steer. After snapping the 
phizzes of pubs Walter Douglas and 
Louis Bernstein a big fellow advised 
the inquiring cameraman that they were 
Clark and McCullough. 

Edgar Leslie, when asked by the at- 


torneys what he does after he writes a 
song, caught his tongue as he was about 
to say that he goes to Lindy’s for a cup 
of coffee. All of which flustered Saul 
H. Bornstein, who mentioned Shapiro, 
Bernstein tunes among the hits in the 
Irving Berlin catalog. 


Caesar Steals the Show 

It was the mighty SPA prexy, Irving 
Caesar, who fairly stole the show while 
giving expert testimony in this fashion. 
“When I write a song it’s no good in 
my pocket. So I go to my good friend 
Lyman and he says ‘no.’ I go to White- 
man and he says ‘no.’ So finally I go 
to my very good friend Waring. And 
what do you think. He says ‘no.”” By 
this time Judge McDevitt entered into 
the spirit of things and let Caesar hog 
the entire spotlight. Asked to draw an 
analogy in the different interpretations 
by artists, Caesar says, “You know when 
Al Jolson sings Mammy and you know 
when I sing Mammy.” The jurist quipped, 
“How’s your voice? I may ask you to 
sing it.” And the Caesar fearlessly re- 
turned the echo, “I'm easily encouraged.” 

But Hizzoner aimed to even the score. 
Caesar explained the variations in War- 
ing’s arrangement of his Dust Off Your 
Old Piano tune. And the judge added 
the tag line, “In fact, even you couldn't 
recognize it.” 


The Tammany Tiger 

B. A. Rolfe had his inning. But it 
was Judge McDevitt who again won the 
point. The trumpeting maestro reads 
into the records, “An orchestra is like 
@ politician; it must be unique or the 
king’s dead—long live the king.” With 
the snappy comeback from the bench 
being, “Do you mean a Tammany poli- 
tician?” It got to the stage where even 
Local 802’s Sam Taback was permitted 
to deliver a “soap-box” oration on the 
exploitation of the musicians’ labor. 


Harry Warren was good for a chuckle 
when he had to make a very low curtsy 
bow in the three-inch passageway for 
partner Al Dubin to pass by. And get- 
ting by all that weight, Dubin related 
the process by which he gets two cents 
royalty per record. Waring’s legal mind, 
Maurice J. Speiser, is amazed, saying to 
Al, “You can figure that, and you're not 
even a lawyer?” To which Hizzoner adds 
another point, “If he was a lawyer he’d 
be mixed up.” 


All in all, considering the fact that 
there were no rehearsals, it was a swell 
show for the free customers. The bench 
commented on how wonderful it was for 
a village like New York to come to such 
@ great metropolitan city like Philadel- 
phia. A good time, indeed, was had by 
all. That is, almost all. For Abe Lyman 


was still clicking his heels. Abe was 
sore, and aplenty, because nobody ever 
called him a “unique.” 


BOSTON, Dec. 25.—Pestered by so- 
cialites who figured that a moniker 
spelling Nye Mayhew must have 
branched from a limb of an old New 
England family tree, the ork leader 
accepted the invite of Mrs. D. F. 
Davies to place his lineage under the 
microscope, in epite of the fact that 
he is a son of Illinois. 

Genealogical chart proved he de- 
6cended directly from Thomas May- 
hew, first Governor and Patentee of 
Martha’s Vineyard, Nantucket and 
the Elizabeth Isles, which he settled 
in 1642. Nye began thinking he 
might have some rights to island 
property and set up a kingdom of his 
own. But further research in the 
archives blasted his pipe dreams. The 
old boy had sold out nine-tenths of 
his holdings for four barrels of fish 
and two beaver hats. 


Music items 


COAST CHAT. . .. Jimmy McHugh 
and Harold Adamson have branched out 
into screen scripting, writing an origi- 
nal Youth Must Have Its Swing ... in 
noting the last bar of An Old Straw Hat, 
Mack Gordon and Harry Revel rang up 
@ songwriting record ... have been aver- 
aging one usable song a week for the 
past three years. ... Former band leader 
Jimmie Bittick joined L. Wolfe Gilbert 
as professional manager. . . . Gilbert is 
writing lyrics to the melody of Mana- 
Zucca for My Pillow, to be the firm’s 
first publishing of a semi-classic. 


ON BROADWAY... . Billy Rose aue 
ditioning songwriters to score his French 
Casino show. .. . Start the Day With a 
Smile, themer for Alan Courtney’s Joy- 
makers air show on WNEW, is being 
readied for sheet music distribution. . . . 
Mike Riley bids for a follow to his Music 
Goes Round with two novelty tunes, It 
Looks Like a Cruller Doughnut and Hey 
Hey. . . . Clarence Gaskill makes sure of 
his radio plugs in advance by ringing in 
the name of every ork leader for Lis In 
the Vallee of Lombardo Under the Lyman 
Tree. . . . With the holiday spirit and 
what, Herb Jones and Paul Rebere will 
have no part of Mean to Me, collabing 
rather for Be Kind to Me. 


DAY OF RECKONING. ... With the 
order of the day finding favor for the 
old numbers on the air lanes and the 
nitery floor, tunesters would do well to 
watch the copyright dates on their com- 
positions . . . binder expires in 28 years, 
the rights reverting to the writer, and 
the smart boys are renewing their copy- 
rights. . . . Publishers are outdoing each 
other to grab up the oldies, even bidding 
among themselves for options on some 
tunes whose copyright will run out in 
a@ cuupla years hence. ... With the cur- 
rent crop of tune makers being trite for 
the most part, it’s easier to get the air 
bands to plug an oldie ... and at the 
same time pubs up their ASCAP rating 
in taking the expired tunes for their 
catalog. 


MELODY NOTES. . .. Thomas Mor- 
rissey, of Little Rock, Ark., comes thru 
with a timely tune in In a Little Chinese 
Shop for pub consideration. . . . Lew Pol- 
lack and Sidney Mitchell assigned their 
A Hymn to-Santa Claus to the Holly- 
wood Chamber of Commerce and wish 
they hadn't ... having received offers 
from two New York pubs for the tune. 
. . - Sigmund Romberg renews his tune- 
smithing contract with MGM and the 
first call on his new lease is to score 
Ballalaika. 


SCREEN SONGS... . Five tunes from 
the new Jessie Matthews English flicker, 
Sailing Along, will soon be released. . . . 
The collabings of Arthur Johnston and 
Maurice Sigler, score includes My Heart 
Skips a Beat, My River, The Ballet, 
Souvenir of Love and Tap on Wood.... 
Ralph. Freed and Frederick Hollander 
turned in the title song for Penny for 
Your Dreams. . . . Dick Whiting and 
Johnny Mercer are composing tunes for 
the new Dick Powell pic, Howdy, 

. « . « Sidney Clare and Harry 
Akst turned in two songs for Shanghai 
Deadline, Ruth Terry singing Shrug and 
Dolores Del Rio piping You Made Me 
That Way. . . . The Manning Sherwin 
and Frank Loesser tunes for College 
Swing include The Old School Bell, f 
Fall in Love With You Every Day, What 
@ Rumba Does to Romance, You're @ 
Natural and Beans. 


> sao semen 
ee ty. 


oT mpgs 


mee 


a ec 
‘“ id 


5 
: i 
bi) |: 
\ ti 

| . 

A | 

So —— \I 
[PRES 

So | 
a ! 
° a 
Bi ice 

HHL. 

| | | 
Bae 

: r—_| | 

| 
ma 

pat) 

— nie 

; q 

1 (ihe 

wi 
4 

AU 

= mi) 


48 The Billboard 


MUSIC 


January 1, 1938 


CIO Activity in Philly Musie 
Field Fails To Excite Weber 


AFM investigator finds CIO threat a sham—members 
remaining loyal—CIO cloaks scabs and expelled in 
attempt to underscale AFM orks 


e 
NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—That the CIO has sanctioned a musicians’ union in Phila- 
delphia, sotto voce or otherwise, is nothing more than an empty gesture consti- 
tuting little or no threat to the American Federation of Musicians, according to 
Joseph N. Weber, AFM prexy, and Bert Henderson and Tom Gamble, his assistants, 
who have carefully studied reports of an investigator sent to Philadelphia to study 
the situation. While he admitted that there is CIO activity in Philadelphia, Weber 


said that it all amounts to practically 
cropping up all over the country from 
time to time, he said, but with the Amer- 
ican Federation of Musicians fully in- 
trenched in the minds of both the public 
and the profession, there is practically 
nothing the CIO has to offer or give. 

It was revealed that Sam Brown and 
Barney Zeeman, organizing the CIO 
group in Philadelphia, are expelled mem- 
bers of the Philly local, and owe hun- 
dreds of dollars to the union and mem- 
bers both for fines and for services ren- 
dered them. It is further charged that 
the CIO group is not only offering 
music to employers at a scale below that 
‘of the AFM local, but also walking thru 
picket lines to sign up “scabs” into the 
CIO union. 

Since the CIO move is considered in- 
significant, the Federation offices are 
leaving it to A. A. Tomei, Local 77 prexy, 
to nip the move in its bud. They feel 
the Philly head can handle the problem 
in spite of the momentum it aims to 
gain. However, if the situation does be- 
come aggravated, Weber and his office 
will step in and come to a showdown 
on all moves on part of CIO to reach into 
the music field. 

While the Philadelphia offices of the 
CIO have kept out of the fray, letting 
William Gill, an organizer connected 
with the waiters’ union, do all the 
shouting, it is understood that John 
Edelman, CIO chieftain in Philly, has 
sanctioned or is sanctioning a musicians’ 
union charter, in spite of the fact that 
he promised Local 77 that he would 
honor the AFM: jurisdiction. 


PROGRAM REVIEWS—— 


(Continued from page 45) 


humor of this comment goes back a 
couple of weeks when. Holloway was do- 
ing a commercial plug for a well-known 
cough drop manufacturer and after he 
had finished nearly blew out all the 
tubes in the radio with a very untimely 
larynx “whoop” which must surely 
have taken a good deal of explaining to 
his sponsor! D. A. 


“We Are Four” 


Reviewed Thursday, 12:45-1 
Sustaining on WOR (NBS). 


Christmas was in the air in this WOR 
sustainer. The scene was well set before 
the injection of suspicion, which rang 
the curtain down. Taik about Christmas 
shopping, exchange of gifts and the fear 
of wallflower ties all creates a strong 
sense of Christmas atmosphere. 

But there seems to be friction develop- 
ing between Nancy and her hubby, Ar- 
thur. She was all set to vote for a ris- 
ing prospective district attorney who 
evidently was a former boy friend. Her 
husband saw the little green god of 
jealousy and suspense was created. 

Dialog was brisk and in the spirit of 
the holidays, while the playing was ade- 
quate. At times a suspicion of self- 
conscious playing crept in, but this was 

-only upon occasion. B. H. 


p.m. 


“Motor Drama” 
Reviewed Tuesday, 5:25-5:30 p.m. 
CST. Style —- Dramatic. Sponsor — 
Chicago Motor Club. Agency—McJun- 
kin Advertising Company. Station— 
WBBM (Chicago). 


Here is an example of what not to 
listen to over the radio. This daily five- 


nothing. ‘This sort of thing has been 


minute shot is produced to show why 
everyone should belong to a motor club, 
but in the drama caught the moral of 
the story was either deleted or no one 
thought to put one in the script. Two 
school gals are driving on a lonesome 
highway on their way to pick up a boy 
friend, when lo and behold they have a 
blowout. Fems squeal a little and fum- 
ble around with a jack trying to fix the 
leaky tire, both lamenting the fact that 
they are within shouting distance of no 
one. Now here’s the twist to the story, 
with the announcer warning parents to 
protect their kids from such an incident 
by joining the auto club. Trouble is he 
fails to point out why these gals would 
be safe if they were members of the 
club. There’s still no telephone. Maybe 
it’s mental telepathy. H. H. 


Transcription Previews 
“The Phantom Pilot” 


Reviewed Tuesday, December 14, 
6:15-6:30 p.m. Transcription Monday 
thru Friday. Style—Serial. Sponsor— 
Langendorf Bread Company. Station— 
KHJ, Los Angeles. 

This is a thrilling and exciting ad- 
venture serial primarily fashioned for 


adolescent listeners, but some blood and 
thunder. Considerable adult interest 
has been manifested in the episodes thus 
far presented. 

Each adventure takes a week to com- 
plete, with unusual exploits indulged in 
by the Phantom Pilot and his faithful 
Irish assistant, O’Hara. Closing of the 
daily chapters finds the intrepid pair at 
the bottom of a mine shaft somewhere 
in South America, about to be engulfed 
in @ cave-in, or aeronautical wonders. 
They always manage to come out un- 
scathed. Surprise! 

Phantom Pilot, weird but courageous 
man of mystery, seems to know more 
people than a census taker, and they 
all seem to be in some kind of trouble. 
In every case he manages to extricate 
them from their difficulties, always 
barely escaping with his own life. Well 
presented with realistic sound effects, 
show is a hair-raiser. D. A. 


YEAR IN TELE—— 


(Continued from page 34) 
developments. It uses a mechanical 
scanning system as opposed to the 
cathode ray method used by RCA and 
the other larger firms. Peck Television 
demonstrated a ribbon news bulletin and 
said that it would service restaurants 
and bars with its news fiashes. Dumont 
Laboratories announced that it would 
open a factory in Passaic, N. J. 

Columbia Broadcasting System swung 
back into the television picture by ap- 
pointing writer Gilbert Seldes its tele 
program director. Philco and Philo T. 
Farsnworth and Bell continued their 
television experiments. 

England went on with television, but 
repeated criticisms of the entertainment 
value of the images were made. Possibly 
too much had been expected, particular- 
ly in view of the cost of sets. Other ex- 
periments with larger pictures as well 
as color shots are continuing. German 
experiments continue, tho tele has not 
been introduced on a broad scale. France 
gave few public demonstrations, but it 
is understood that the government is 
pushing television, particularly for use 
in possible wars. 

Several advertisers wanted clauses in 
their contracts, calling for television, if 
and when. Helped fill press books. 


eviews of Records 


By M. H. ORODENKER 


Abbreviations: V-Victor; B-Brunswick; 


D-Decca; BL-Bluebird; VO-Vocalion; 


M-Melotone. 


The Steinway Squatters 

Wax being most kind to the efforts of 
keyboard knucklers, the phoneygraf un- 
winds a bumper crop of black-and-white 
whippers listening from good to indif- 
ferent, but none in the “worse” category. 
Chief interest is centered in Bob Zurke, 
who cuts a neat groove with Joe Sul- 
livan’s Little Rock Getaway. BOB CROS- 
BY and the bauduc-beaters keep him in 
harness for the ivory swing classic. And 
if you like your viening dixielandish, 
— Vieni (D) serves as the reverse 
dish. 

FRANK FROEBA, he of the fractious 
fingering, limits his flashes to give the 
band full sway for Who?, following the 
T. Dorsey pattern down to the very last 
T. But Dorsey’s is still the dandy of 
the whozers. Backing gives a descrip- 
tive piano piece, Goblins in the Steeple 
(D), but nothing more exciting than 
the conventional reading. 

Bob Laine, piano pumper for BEN 
POLLACK, sparkles at the ivory mas- 
sages while the Pick-A-Rib Boys of the 
band indulge in a helter-skelter jamfest 
for Alice Blue Gown and Cuddle Up a 
Little Closer, Lovey Mine (D). 


A Wilson Delight 

TEDDY WILSON, and it’s about time, 
lends his talents to solo Steinwaying, 
cutting a dandy showcaser in an easy 
going Don’t Blame Me and, in a faster 
mood, Between the Devil and the Deep 
Blue Sea (B). 

WILLIE (The Lion) SMITH fails to 
roar in adding his pianology to the 
rhythmic organ pumpings of MILT 
HERTH, O’Neil Spencér added on drums 
for a spiceless That’s a Plenty and The 
Dipsy Doodle (D). 


Bumper Crop of Rhymes 
Since Guy Lombardo first cut the 
Cliff Friend-Dave Franklin How Many 
Rhymes Can You Get? ditty, bands keep 
taxing their ingenuity to play the new 
musical parlor game that seeks Knock, 
Enock popularity. RUSS MORGAN gives 


it a light, bright touch, partnering with 
Bernice Parks. Band couples smartly 
with a comedy twist for I’m Laughing 
Up My Sleeve (B), Jimmy Lewis for the 
ha-haing. 

GEORGE HALL has Dolly Dawn play- 
ing a round of rhymes with the band 
boys, coupling with a soothing smoothie, 
I’m the One Who Loves You (VO). In 
lending her own name to the label, 
DOLLY DAWN has a bright ditty in 
Let’s Pitch a Little Woo, just another 
way of singing “I love you,” coupled in 
the restrained rhythmpation with You’re 
a Sweetheart (VO). : 

SHEP FIELDS gushes over with bub- 
ble ripples for the rhyme ditty, doubling 
the stylization with The Better To Love 
You With (BL), Bob Goday gushing the 
wordage. 

And while we're playing parlor games, 
HORACE HEIDT has Yvonne King to 
call the numbers on a new one, Shenani- 
gans, a touch of old Erin in truck-on- 
down tempo. The singing guitar has 
its inning for the silkiness in the 
smooth syncopating for There’s a Gold 
Mine in the Sky (B), Larry Cotton the 
pash prospector. 

Rhythm in a Ripple 

From the Big Broadcast of 1938 flicker 
tome, SHEP FIELDS has a ready-made 
melody that is sure to inspire the other 
band boys to burleying. The bubble 
blowers brag This Little Ripple Had 
Rhythm, decking the double with You 
Took the Words Right Out of My Heart 
(BL), @ listenable lullaby from the same 
score. 

In the more conventional form of fox- 
trotology, GLEN GRAY draws from the 
same flicker to back Kenny Sargent for 
You Took the Words Right Out of My 
Heart, The Waltz Lives On, Thanks for 
the Memory, and, with Pee Wee Hunt 
stepping up the tempo for the tune, 
Mama, That Moon Is Here Again (D). 
ISHAM JONES also comes thru in the 
straight dance style, without making 
much ado either one side or the other, 


AFA To Clear 
Sing Status 


Organizers to contact road 


bands--sliding scale sought 
--Whitehead heads east 


* 

NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Band leaders re- 
ceiving the Joe Weber letter informing 
them their non-playing singers must 
join the American Federation of Actors 
have been contacting the AFA head- 
quarters here to find out who, what, 
when and where. The confusion is 
mostly over minimum wage scale and 
working conditions, none of the band 
leaders questioning the order itself. 


Band leaders want to know if the AFA 
$40 per week per person minimum for 
night clubs and vaude will apply pro 
rata on single night engagements or on 
other dates for less than a week. Band 
leaders are also in doubt as to whether 
they will have to sign up their enter- 
tainers and collect dues for the AFA 
themselves or whether the AFA will send 
organizers out to arrange for this. 


The AFA meanwhile is planning to add 
a raft of organizers to hit the road and 
contact traveling bands and straighten 
this situation out. Executive scretary 
Ralph Whitehead was due to leave 
Hollywood for this city Wednesday and 
his fiirst big problem will be this trav- 
eling band entertainer situation. 

Some band leaders point out there are 
many small clubs where $40 a week is 
too high and are suggesting that the 
AFA set up a sliding scale like the APM 
rather than a single $40 scale as at 
present. 


for Mama, That Moon Is Here Again and 
You Took the Words Right Out of My 
Heart (VO), Eddie Stone and Joe Martin 
splitting the wordage. 

Rock ’n’ Rhythm 

A shuffle that is downright tantalizing 
for showing off on the shiny boards is 
beat out by JAN SAVITT and his Top 
Hatters for a peppy Gypsy in My Soul, 
applying the shuffs for the slower I Live 
the Life I Love (BL) for the mate. Bon 
Bon brightens the lyrics for both Mask 
and Wig tunes. 

HUDSON-De LANGE have a dandy 
doubler in the right rhythmic pattern in 
Rockin’ the Town and My Heaven on 
Earth (B), Betty Allen lilting the lyrics. 
LARRY CLINTON continues to listen 
strong for the swing stuff, adopting now 
the Don Redman swing choir motif for 
Oh, Lady Be Good, backing with The 
One Rose (V), all beat out in a nice 
groove. However, when Clinton dips into 
the commercial folio, band fares only 
mediocre, Bea Wain’s chantruesing the 
only excitable measures for Jubilee and 
Scrapin’ the Toast (V). " 


Carving Classics—Swinging Corn 

A new name pops up on Victor, 
LARRY WAGNER, credited with the com- 
positions, but you’ll have to ask direct 
as to the identity. That he doesn’t even 
show up in the personnel matters little 
for those who like a modern dish of 
swing to the classics. And with Adrian 
Rollini highlighting a la vibings, the 
trimmings are bright and smart for 
Autopsy on Schubert (Schubert’s im- 
mortal Serenade not so that you would 
know it) and Two Dukes on a Pier 
(known in better circles as In the Hall 
of a Mountain King from Peer Gynt’s 
Suite). But we can’t help wondering 
what this octet could do for Asa’s Death. 
In the least, hasten it to keep company 
with Chopin’s Ghost via Bert Shefter’s 
octetting. 

HAL KEMP has a bright little ditty 
from flickerville that fits the fine Kemp- 
ations, Swingin’ in the Corn. Saxie 
Dowell doing the corn chant. Platter- 
mate is a hit-bound ballad from the 
same score, Good Night Angel (V), Bob 
Allen handling the song. 

SAMMY KAYE carries on in grand 
style, a little lift here and a little lift 
there for his grand style, for True Con- 
fession and Terrific (VO), Charlie Wil- 
son and the Three Barons splitting the 
wordage. 

Approximating downright purring, 
LEO REISMAN does an ace assignment 
with In the Shade of the New Apple 
Tree and God’s Country (V), composer 
Harold Arlen showing appealing pipes 
for the whisper warbling. 
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FAMOUS DOOR 
Hollywood, Calif. 


ANCHO #5 


ORCHESTRA 


DETROIT ATHLETIC CLUB 
Detroit, Mich. 


Mgt. MUSIC CORP. OF AMERICA. 


King of the Muted Trumpet 


Clyde McCoy 


And His “SUCAR BLUES” ORCHESTRA 
DECCA RECORDING ARTISTS 
Now On Tour. 
Personal Management GUS C. EDWARDS. 


First National Bank Bidg., Chicago, Ill. 


“SANDY SCHELL 


and his orchestra 
ON TOUR. 


Excl. Momt. Century Orchestra Corp., 
1618 Broadway, N.Y. O 


CENTURY ORCHESTRA CORP. 


Presents 


With ORLANDO ateimeets os uae 
LOUISE McCARROL. 


NOW ON TOUR. 


Orch estra Notes 


By M. H. ORODENKER 


Seasonal Signs 

The holiday crowds make it tough 
traveling along the Broadway beach 
+ » » but more so because of the swollen 
heads whose cocked craniums take up 
the available sidewalk space .. . the 
telescope pitchmen én 42d street explain 
to us that it took the astronomers 
thousands of years to discover the stars 
- and on the same street we are 
stopped by a press agent who promises 
to do as much for us in 10 minutes... 
little wonder then that we whistle when 
the radio maestro started bragging that 
President Roosevelt’s anxiety to com- 
plete the power projects was inspired by 
a palpitating public demanding elec- 
tricity to operate their radios on the 
night he broadcasts. 

. 


Swell Heads and Guys 

There’s that wand waver whose only 
credentials for fronting a band are @ 
wavy wig . . . and is always caught ad- 
miring himself in a mirror so that he 
can tell whether his arm muscles are 
co-ordinating properly . . . so he sez 
+ . « and there’s the long-haired, tat- 
tered gent who one time played the bull 
fiddle for the czar . . . only now hes 
in the doghouse . . . there’s the or- 
chestra leader who can beat time with 
any stick . . . confidentially, he prefers 
the lipstick . . . and there’s that nitery 
nahob who always blames the boys in 
the band every time the floor show 
singer lays an egg . . . which is often, 
considering that she showed up four 
weeks ago without any music and is 

still on the. pay roll. 
« > 


Turn Back the Pages 

With due apologies to ED SULLIVAN 
and the other sensation scribblers who 
draw water under the bridges we can’t 
help wondering about the boys who 
are too shortsighted to read small type 
and hug themselves with “I” . . . but 
in headline letterings . . . it’s only 
when you're on the top that you’re so 
close to the bottom . - Wwe are re- 
minded that when YEHUDI MENUIN 
was 10 years of age the child prodigy 
was credited with the mentality of the 
average man of 30 . . . he could speak 
four languages fluently and _ write 
essays in the Emersonian manner... 
but now, since he’s grown up, he’s 
just another fiddler . . . and after 
reading the issues of The Billboard 10 
years back about names that spell 
“nothing” today we wonder again how 
many mighty music masters of today 
will be chronicled 10 years hence. 

* . 7 . 


Pin Money for Ritz 
We wonder whether VINCENT LOPEZ 


remembers that night in December 10 
years ago when he played the Dance 
Caprice Ball in Brooklyn with a seven- 
piece combo . - and a comedy team 
of AL RITZ and LeROY SEDLEY 
knocked themselves around on the floor 
for throw-out mroney - LeRoy is 
still trekking the boards as ROY SED- 
LEY . . Al joined up with his freres 
and is scaling the heights with the 
RITZ BROTHERS . - and Lopez is 
still stopping shows with Nola... at 
that time WILLARD ALEXANDER was 
fiddling for frat hops at the University 
of Pennsylvania now the MCA 
exec books the top swing bands for 
every college campus . . . HARRY MOSS 
was then scribbling about the synco- 
pators as editor and publisher of Dance 
Review ... today, as prez of Associated 
Radio Artists, he’s booking the bands. 


It’s Here to Stay 

That issue of The Billboard also tells 
us that EDWARD C. BOYKIN, exec sec 
of the National Piano Manufacturers’ 
Association, assured the public that the 

Piano is not losing its popularity . 
rather encouraging words today that are 
sure to inspire the man who tries to 
sell a “second-hand upright in good 
condition for $25 ... and then has a 
time of it trying to give it away for 
nothing . . . on New Year’s Eve, 1927, 
NBC offered the air fans a real novelty in 
presenting DICK GERARD and HARRY 
ARMSTRONG, who sang and played that 
famous barroom classic, Sweet Adeline 
° they cleffed it in 1902 and it 
marked the first time in 25 years that 
they ever appeared — in connec- 
tion with their song . the event 
called for a collabing on a sister melody, 
Sweet Elaine . - but it’s still Sweet 
Adeline today, even if they have to swing 
it, as did ART SHAW. 
os 


iohiata Lane 

Same issue, same year, told of JOSEPH 
N. WEBER, AFM prexy, returning to 
his desk after attending the celebra- 
tion of the 25th anniversary of the New 
Haven musicians’ union . . . word that 
AILEEN STANLEY (remember the Vic- 
trola girl?) was scoring heavily in Eng- 
lish provinces . . . ZEZ CONFREY, the 
kitten is still on the keys today, opened 
at the Kenmore Hotel, Albany, N. Y. 
. » « COON-SANDERS, and the ole left- 
hander are still carrying on in grand 
style, played the Christmas party for the 
Athens Club in Des Moines . . . word 
comes thru the ABE LYMAN will double 
from the Good News show, after it opens 
in Chi January 8, to the new Bismarck 
Hotel - MR. AND MRS. JESSE 
CRAWFORD, now with their own band, 
were presenting their opera vs. jazz nov- 


Big PP oe > 


Americas Leading Radio Mheatre 


and Dance ORCHESTRAS 


Music of Yesterday and Today Played in 
the Blue Barron Way 


Blue Barron 
AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
FM wnat ame 


CRA 


Biltmore Boys 
AND THEIR ORCHESTRA, 
RADISON HOTEL, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


CRA 


Jack Denny 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


DRAKE HOTEL, 
Chicago. 
NBC Network. 


CRA 
King’s Jesters 


“The Biggest Little Band in America” 
AND THEIR ORCHESTRA 
with MARJORIE WHITNEY 

Hotel La Salle, Chicago. 
NBC NETWORK FAVORITES 


CRA 
Breaking Records Everywhere. 


Barney Rapp 


AND HIS NEW ENCLANDERS 
featuring RUBY WRICHT 
Opening = ANTHONY HOTEL, San Antonio, 
Tex., January 1, Indefinitely. 


CRA 


Jan Savitt 


AND HIS “TOP HATTERS” 


KYW, PHILADELPHIA, AND NBC NET- 
WworRK 


CRA 
“America’s Most Versatile instrumentalist” 


Jack Sherr 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


Now Piaying 
WHITE MANSIONS, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
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SEASON'S 
GREETINGS 
and 
BEST WISHES 


* 


Ted 
Lewis 


Best Wishes of the Season from | 


JOE MARSALA éiin 


Chicagoans 


now 11th Month 
HICKORY HOUSE, N. Y. 


* 


Season’s Greetings 


Ole’ Jack Spratt 


- AND ALL THE LADS 
“Heard Over the WLW Line to New York” 


Permanent Address 
2651 Highland Ave., 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Tour Direction 
Consolidated Radio Artists 
Keith Bldg., Cleveland, Ohio. 


apt Season’s Greetings Regie 


: SHARKEY BANANAS 


“Sharks of Rhythm” 
Best wishes to all my friends everywhere, 


Di Dwi a asia aaa 


elty from solo consoles at the Paramount 
Theater, New York. 
* oe 


* ™ 


Buck Benny Still Rides 
Taking over the 13-piece band from 
the defunct FRANK FAY nitery, which 
boasted the star saxing of Don Murray, 
the marquee at Fox’s Savoy Theater 
screamed the attraction as JACK BENNY 

and his New Yorkers Orchestra . . 

and even 10 years ago they wouldn't 
let the star Jello salesman play The Bee 
4 . DON BESTOR, who first brought a 
pair of spats to radio, signatured then 
for his first vaude date, starting in Mil- 
waukee for an Orpheum Circuit jaunt 
- it was 10 years before ripple 
rhythm when RAY MILLER originated 
stop-time music and in the same breath 
claiming to be the first jazz band to 

play on the White House lawn. 

* * - * 


That Bernie Guy | 
It was the 1927 Friars Frolic at the 
Hotel Astor that had VINCENT LOPEZ 


VINCENT 
BRAGALE 


and his Orchestra 


extends 
SEASON’S GREETINGS 
_ now 3rd month 
PLAZA HOTEL, N. Y. 
direction: M. C. A. 


and BEN BERNIE playing a duet . 

Lopez played the piano while Bernie 
held the fiddle under one arm . . . and 
leaned against the piano with the other 


Disiaisiaiaiwia 


FRED WARING and his brother 


Tom, filed voluntary petitions in bank- 
ruptcy in Pittsburgh . . PHIL 


SPITALNY came in from Cleveland to . 
and his ORCHESTRAS 


wish all 
A MERRY XMAS 


and 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 


Season’s Greetings! 


Bal DAVISON 


A Now 3d Year 
DEMPSEY’S 

AND HIS ORCHESTRA RESTAURANT 

SECOND YEAR New York 


26 and North Club, 


Milwaukee, Wis. Season’s Greetings! 


THE FOUR DICTATORS 


NBC and CBS Stars 


Season’s Greetings Chicago 


LARENCE 
FUHRMAN 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR 


WwiiIP 


Philadelphia 
Inter-City Network 


JOE SANDERS 


_ _ AND ce “mas 


NOW. ON TOUR 7 , 


‘mat. music CORPORATION OF AMERICA. 
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season’s greetings 


GEORGE HALL 


and his 
orchestra © 


ke Eighth Year oo 
HOTEL TAFT 
-New York 


* 
DOLLY DAWN 
*. | 


Season's Greetings 


SID LANG AND HIS ORCHESTRA 


THIRD YEAR, HI HAT CLUB, CHICAGO 
and still going strong! 


spend a Great White Way Christmas 
vacash . . . news dispatches from Lon- 
don state that royalty continues to look 
with favor upon the old-fashioned waltz. 


| Holiday ee 
Greetings Same issue, same year . 


AL 
PIANTADOSI, conducting a publishing 
xk 


house all year without a piano, again 
believes in Santa Claus .. . Al placed 
a tune with a London music house. . 
and bought himself a piano... 
EY ER EUGENE WEST, who is better remem- 
Recent Bookings 
gives no composer credits on its rec- 
ords . . . and now the arrangers are 
® yelping for mention. 
* * 

SONNY KENDIS 

and his orchestra 


aemeaamanl 


bered for his Broadway Rose cleffing, 
comes back to New York . . . traveling 
frotn the Coast in a new car he pur- 
chased from his earnings as a “vaude- 
ville artist” . . . latest reports on 
IRVING BERLIN were that he had 
started for the Pacific Coast... 
tunesters are puzzled why Brunswick 


Jazz Is Still Around 


After describing “jazz” as a dog with 
a can tied to his tail chasing a flivver, 
At the GLASS HAT, MARY GARDEN claimed it was only a 


fad . . . & product of the machine 
| Belmont Plaza, New York, age and soon be forgotten... now 
starting January 5th. 


the Metop diva realizes that the jazzy 
MICHAEL ZARIN 


form of musical expression will always 
be with us . . . just like corned beef 

and his orchestra 
Now at COPLEY PLAZA, 


susan; Sendestunim. MITCHELL AYRES 


and his orchestra VAN CLEVE HOTEL, Da i Ohio. - 


GREETINGS 


Swing Swing 
Out in 
the Old the New 


- +. and Remember that the Holiday Spirit of Consid- 
eration and Service is our theme throughout the Year. 


HARRY MOSS 


ASSOCIATED RADIO ARTISTS 


1650 BROADWAY NEW YORK, N. Y. 
Tel., Clrele 7-4452 


v 


Season's. Greetings 


ERSKINE HAWKINS 


King of the Trumpet 
and his 
*BAMA STATE COLLEGIANS 


Tour Direction: Now Playing 
ASSOCIATED RADIO ARTISTS SAVOY BALLROOM 
1650 Broadway New York, N. Y. New York 


! qi GRICE: LOTT Merriest Holiday Season ey 


A Prosperous New Year 


Radio Favorites, Tennessee Lass and Her Boy Friend from the Highlands. 
Now Broadéasting 
WEAF Red, WJZ Blue, 
RADIO CITY, Coast to Coast. 


165U Broadway, New York City. 


|, Direction: ASSOCIATED RADIO ARTISTS, 


LEN LESLIE 


That Dynamic Dancing Director 
and His Orchestra 


MERRY XMAS HAPPY NEW YEAR 
Direction: ASSOCIATED RADIO ARTISTS 
1650 Broadway New York, N. Y. 


The Season’s Best From 


CHARLIE STRONG 


and His Orchestra 
Playing the Season's Finest Private Parties and Colleges 


Direction: ASSOCIATED RADIO ARTISTS 
1650 Broadway 


New York, N. Y. 


Dir.: ROCKWELL-O'KEEFE, INO. 
At the CORONADO HOTEL, 


St. Louis, from December 25. |] WH. Season’s Greeting == 


| SAMMY WILSON FASHIONS in “music ORCHESTRA 
| 


New Year Happiness to You All 
from the New Dance sete =" 
HOWARD 


LANE and BARRETT 


Direction: ASSOCIATED RADIO ARTISTS 
1650 Broadway 


New York, N. Y. 


-_ 
Jack Wardlaw 
Offices: and his Orchestra 
NEW YORK mane a 
221 West 57th St. a 
PHILADELPHIA DEAN HUDSON 
Bellevue Stratford FLORIDA CLUBMEN 
WASHINGTON THE NORMANDIE, Boston 
1 Thomas Circle Hughes, Beton ost foamy “Band apny 
. . versatile glee club sensaticnal . 


SUBSCRIBE TO THE BILLBOARD 
Be Ahead of the Crowd 
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MUSIC 


Season’s 
Greetings 


from 


‘ and his famous i 
3 ORCHESTRA — : 
i @ i 
fl Personal Manager 

3 IRVING MILLS 

4 799 Seventh Ave., 

a New York 

5 Circle 7-7162 ; 


From the Top of the World 


EDDIE 


now 
HOLIDAY 40th week 
GREETINGS LE BARON RAINBOW 
from and his ROOM 
CONTINENTAL ames 
ORCHESTRA 


Lg SR ie a 


Compliments of the Season From 


SAMMY FAIN 


Composer of 
“THAT OLD FEELING” 
And Other Outstanding Song Hits 


Season’s. Greetings 


% JAN % 


KYW NBC Network 
Philadelphia Victor 
Richard Hudnut Recording 
RCA Victor Artists 
. a 


and his 


TOP HATTERS 
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X Compliments of the Season ; 

= 5 
ORCHESTRA “4 
x NOW a 
& 16th Week RAINBOW GRILL, . 

& Rockefeller on N. Y. y 
a Th eon es it edt ed ht eg oe * 9h et a eta 


. nor was she alone to 
. down in Costa Rica, 


and cabbage . . 
get excited .. 
Central America, PRESIDENT RICARDO 
JIMINEZ claimed the jazz stuff got on 
his nerves and issued a call to his native 
songwriters that they produce something 


worth while . . . something that doesn't 
come withered from the cabarets . 
by jiminey. 


They’re Still Around 


Not many of the names mentioned 
then turn up today, but then again, you 
can never keep a good man down... 
PAUL WHITEMAN insisted that the 
show must go on, in spite of the fact 
that his band was mostly on the sick 
list when they showed up for theater 
dates in Chicago . . ARNOLD JOHN- 
SON was a show-stopper at the Palace 
Theater the December 12 week with a 
novelty ribbing radio music . . only 
in later years to depend almost entirely 
on radio . . . TED WEEMS came to 
Hotel Muehlebach, Kansas City, to make 


the holiday music, replacing JACK 
CRAWFORD .. . music scribe AL 
PAYNE was then leaving New York 
with his band to open in Palm Beach 
at the Club Lido Venice. 


Plugging Songs Then 


From the records that December 
month MURIEL ENGEL, the plump 
brunet at Sam Coslow’s office, was earn- 
ing part of her salary broadcasting her 
firm’s tunes - more than half 4 
dozen tin panners in the alley consult 
the mighty, littl BILLY ROSE as soon 
as they dig up an idea . . . if he liked 
it they figured it was in the bag . ‘ 
GENE BUCK, prez of ASCAP, presented 
New York City a statue of Victor Her- 
bert . and MAYOR JAMES J. 
WALKER accepted . . that year the 
the society collected something like 
$1,400,000 . . and CHARLES K. HAR- 


RIS, ASCAP secretary, was quite a busy 
man signing 600 checks for the quarterly 


(See ORCHESTRA NOTES opposite page) 
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Airing the Bands 
By MAURICE ZOLOTOW 


Thompson Traumerei 

New bands that are wiling to risk a 
whole-hearted emphasis on straight 
sweet music these days are pretty rare. 
But Lang Thompson (WEAF), airing 
from the Commodore Perry Hotel, To- 
ledo, does it consistently and success- 
fully, making few concessions to the 
swingomaniacs. Especially in the Middle 
West,. what with thé enormous ‘follow 


ing that Wayne King and Jan Garber 


have, it’s both wise and smart for an 
up-and-doing outfit to stay in the sug- 
ary groove. 

Instrumentation is based on strings 
and saxes, with very little brasswork, 
except for an occasional trumpet break. 
A well-played accordion adds variety to 
Thompson’s musical offerings. 

Arrangements, while original and in- 
teresting, tend to repeat themselves too 
much. Also need better co-ordination 
when they play in ensemble. Prominence 
of the baritone sax makes the sax sec- 
tion too heavy for a sweet band. Saxes 
should develop along the lines of 
smoothness and softness: this section, 
es a whole, needs tightening up. 


Romance Without Rhythm 

Vocal asides by June, Joan and Jerry 
are first rate. Thompson’s singing, given 
out in the crooning style, is satisfy- 
ing. He also does the announcements 
in a natural, friendly manner. 

In general, the radio presentation is 
good, with the romantic selections in- 
terspersed with a tango and two nov- 
elty tunes. But for dancing, band still 
needs more rhythmic sock. They must 
temper their romantic music with more 
appreciable tempos that will make feet 
want to get up and two-four. 

7 * . 
Tucker Treacle 
Orrin. Tucker’s music (WABC), from 


the Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, is 
sweet, but in the listless, supersweet 


Peace on Earth 
Good Will Toward Men 


1937 Was the Year in Which 

Twenty-seven band leaders claimed to 
have invented swing; — 

Forty-three songwriters wrote the 
original Big Apple tune; 

Eighty-two critics of the jazz hot gave 
the final definition of swing, including 
Gertrude Stein, who was quoted as say- 


fashion. 

But the vocals make another story. 
Here is a band that stresses singing to 
the point where at times it practically 
obliterates the instruments. Among 
those who warble are Morton Wells, Sam 
Sims, the Bailey Sisters, and Bonnie 
Baker. Latter is a topnotch torcher. In 
addition, there are male and female 
vocal ensembles. The singing by all con- 
cerned was swell. Broadway Goes Hawaii 
was done by voices, with only a rhythm 
background and an electric guitar to 
give the Honolulu touch. It’s the most 
novel arrangement of the grass-skirter 
we've heard. 


Nevertheless, this raises the question 
of whether you can legitimately call 
Tucker’s ork a dance band. Its presen- 
tation veers more into the general en- 
tertainment side. On the other hand, 
it’s okeh for a hotel room without any 
fioor show that wants something more 
than just music. 

- 7° . 


As Written 

Altho capable, not outstanding is Jack 
Betzner’s band (WOR) at the Essex 
House, Newark, N. J. Théy are the con- 
ventional commercial outfit. Arrange- 
ments used are close to stock, written 
around the stiings, but there’s nothing 
unusual about the arrangements or the 
band. You can dance to them or leave 
them alone. 


geecoe JERRY <<<<rs 


BLAINE 


STREAMLINED RAYTHM ORCHESTRA 


akan’ Tain 


; 2nd 


Year 


PARK CENTRAL HOTEL, N. Y. 


Simiz 


Compliments of 


Chicago Federation of Musicians 
Local No. 10, A. F. of M. 


JAMES C. PETRILLO 
President 


twee fr a2 Cs? 


FORE UE CRIA 


ing, “A swing is a swing is a swing.” 
This got Mike Stearns mad, and he was 
heard to engage in some double-talk, 
muttering, “I'll get the cats to barrel- 
house that canary in the doghouse.” The 
matter was finally settled when it was 
learned that Miss Stein was referring to 
a children’s hammock; 

Hugues Panassie, the great French 
critic, wrote, “I want all my Americain 
fraands to know that the playing of Roy 
Eldridge, it is a little bit like the early 
Louis Armstrong, when he was still un- 
der the influence of the older Joe Oliver, 
and before he came in contact with the 
vibrato of the enthusiastic Tommy Lad- 
nier, without at all showing any traces 
of the Cootie Williams’ growl, which is 
the Bix style in its decadence. Do I 
make myself -clear;” 

Lucky Millinder challenged Chick 
Weodb, Jimmie Lunceford, Count Basie, 
Andy Kirk, Cab Calloway and Don Red- 
man to a battle of bands; 

Jimmie Lunceford challenged Chick 
‘Webb, Lucky Méillinder, Count Basie, 
Andy Kirk, Cab Calloway and Don Red; 
man to a battle of bands; 

Chick Webb challenged Jimmie Lunce- 
ford, Count Basie, Andy Kirk, Cab Callo- 
way, Lucky Millinder and Don Redman to 
a battle of bands; 

Lucky Millinder absentmindedly chal- 
lenged Lucky Millinder to‘a battle of 

One hundred twenty-eight songplug- 
gers said, “Confidentially, old boy, I’m 
giving your band the privilege of intro- 
ducing this smash hit. .:. . Of course, 
the fact that you have a network com- 
mercial at 8 o’clock on Sunday night, 
and that the firm is supporting your ail- 
ing grandmother, and that I bought you 
a champagne dinner last week, all that 
has nothing to do with it. I just love 
the way you wave your stick around;” 

Eighteen band leaders told their book- 
ers, “What has Shep Fields got that we 
haven't? A lousy 10-cent bubble pipe.” 


1937 Was Not the Year in Which 

James Petrillo, Chicago Federation of 
Musicians prez, said to all traveling 
bands, “Boys, I don’t want you to pay 
any more stand-bys. From now on the 
union is gonna pay you for being so 
kind as to come here and honor our 
humble city:” 

A famous NBC band leader said to a 
songplugger, “No, I wouldn't think of 
taking that orchestration for nothing. 
Here’s half a buck:” 

John Hammond said, “Swing is a lotta 
baloney. Me for Guy Lombardo and 
Wayne King from now on.” 


Grofe Goes Concerting 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Ferde Grofe wil! 
again mount the podium at Carnegie 
Hall to conduct his symphonic music, 
date set for March 25. It will mark his 
second appearance at the concert hall in 
less than two years, showing previously 
in January of this year. Highlight of 
his program will be his new concerto 
for piano and orchestra, a movement of 
which will be presented the Sunday pre- 
vious on the RCA Magis Key radio show. 


ORCHESTRA NOTES—— 
(Continued from opposite page) 
cut to the tunesters . . 
quarter Slice wasn't due until January 
19. they came in very handy to the boys 
‘bout Christmas time . . . or any other 
time today. 

. 


Notes on an Old Cuff 

HORACE HEIDT, who graced the issue 
with a special article explaining “A 
System in Orchestra Organization,” was 
winding up a four-month term at the 
Campus Theater, Berkeley, Calif. 
and preparing for his first trek east to 
record for Victor . . JOHNNY JOHN- 
SON, it was then the Statler Pennsyl- 
vanians, made their Victor recording 
debut with Together and Give Me a 
Night in June BERT (Bye Bye 
Blues) LOWN, who had been furnishing 
talent for the private and social parties, 
invaded the Broadway sector in booking 
a jazz combo into the 54th Street Club 
‘ - and the same eve JIMMIE (Doctor 
of Jazz) CARR opened on 49th street at 
the Jardin Royal chow-meinery ‘ 
and so for another 10 years and as many 
Merry Christmases and Happy New 
Years we send an old cuff to the cleaners. 
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Local No. 627, AFM--The Cradle of Swing 


N THE heart of the Negro business 
section of Kansas City, Mo., stands 
an unpretentious and colorless two- 
story brick building thru the doors 

of which have passed many of the 
world’s most noted exponents of swing 
music. The rooms inside are barren. 
No rug covers the floor. Few Kansas 
Citians have ever noticed it. But in 
New York, Chicago, Los Angeles and in 
cities thruout Europe where dance music 
is played with a swing the building is 
famous among the many men and 
women comprising the “swing cat” 
fraternity. 


The building houses the Musicians’ 
Protective Union, Local 627, affiliated 
with the American Federation of Musi- 
cians and boasting a total membership 
of only 174 active Negro musicians. And 
not only does it serve as quarters for 
those who have gained international 
prominence but it is used as the office 
of a man who is directly responsible for 
Kansas City’s undisputed position as the 
“notbed” of swing-music activity. 


Introducing Prexy Shaw 

The man who is always on the job, 
keeping music activity on a high plane 
in this section, is William Shaw. He is 
president of the union—has been for 10 
years—and has sent ambitious young 
Negrots like Cab Calloway, Count Basie 
and Andy Kirk up in the big-money 
brackets with orchestras of their own at 
his discretion. 


Shaw’s office is neatly furnished. But 
there is no ornate lounge, nor is there 
a set of cubist chairs. Instead it is sim- 
ple and adequately outfitted with a 
solid oak desk, several ordinary chairs 
and a mirrored mantel, upon which rest 
a dozen or more autographed pictures of 
musicians who once worked with him 
when the going was tough. 

_ Every first Wednesday of the month 
is go-to-meeting time for the union’s 
members. Carrying saxophones, trump- 
ets and guitars, they arrive at the 
rickety old building and climb the stairs 
which lead to the assembly room on the 
second floor. When the business session 
is over those who are fortunate enough 
to be holding steady jobs drive off to 
the night clubs, theaters and ballrooms. 

Pailure to attend a meeting will cost 
them $1. Few ever have to pay. Inter- 
est in the union and its undertakings 
is of the enthusiastic type which is 
characteristic of any activity a Negro 
enters. : 

Shaw is a soft-tempered mild-spoken 
man of middle age who knows how to 
deal with the men of his race in the 
music field. When arguments arise. it 
is Shaw who serves as a judge. The 
musicians swear by him and he swears 
by them. 

Cab Joins Up 

It was in 1928 that a nice-looking 
young fellow came to the office and 
asked Shaw if he could join the union. 

“What’s your name?” asked the 
president. 

“Calloway—Cab Calloway,” the youth 
replied. “They shortened my name from 
Cabell because it was too long.” 

Shaw listened to the boy and a few 
minutes later completed the examina- 
tions and questioning required by the 
union. : 

“You're in the union now,” said Shaw. 
“We're glad to have you, too.” 

Even Shaw didn’t realize the truth he 
spoke at the time. Calloway went out 
to the El Torreon Ballroom, joined 
Marion Hardy’s Alabamians, and at- 
tracted wide attention here with his 
unique style of “scat” singing. Later 
Hardy was dropped and Cab took over 
as director. 

The newly formed Calloway unit, go- 
ing under the name of the Missourians, 
went into New York’s Cotton Club in 
Harlem. The nation began chanting and 
shouting Minnie the Moocher and “hi- 
de-ho” became a new craze. 

Six Kansas City men, all members of 


By Dave E. Dexter Jr. 


the union here, still are with Calloway’s 
band. Three of them are listed among 
the “greats” of the orchestra world— 
LeRoy Maxey, drums; DePriest Wheeler, 
trombine, and LeMar Wright, trumpet. 

Ben Webster isn’t well known among 
the laymen. But in music no one 
questions his ranking as one of the 


Dave E. Dexter Jr., The Billboard 
correspondent in Kansas City, booms 
his home town as the “hotbed” of 
heated music, first getting inspiration 
for his story from watching Count 
Basie burn 
the keys at 
the KC Reno 
Club night 
after night. 
The journal- 
ism bug bit 
Dexter a few 
years ago 
when he first 
started writ- 
ing music 
matters for 
Showme, the 
University of 
Missouri humor monthly, and is now 
reporter-rewrite man on The Kansas 
City Journal-Post. The happy coun- 
tenance evidenced by his photo is 
that of one expressing new-found 
happiness, Dexter just a month ago 
having joined the ranks of benedicts. 


four greatest living tenor saxophone 
men.. He recently left Calloway for 
Fletcher Henderson's Orchestra,. Webster 
is a heavy set, curly-headed boy who 
got his start playing in a 12th street 
night club here. A “627” card has for 
many years been carried in his billfold. 


Kansas. City Talent 

Andy Kirk, widely known for his 
“Clouds of Joy,” still makes his home 
here, as do Pha Terrell, Mary Lou Wil- 
liams and Dick Wilson, all of whom are 
star cogs with the Kirk Band. And 
every one of his men is a member of 
Shaw's union. Shaw gave the unit a 
start several years ago, now one of the 
nation’s finest Negro bands. New York- 
ers can’t believe that it is composed ex- 
clusively of home-town talent. But they 
don’t know how Shaw and the “627” 
members operate. 


Jimmy Lunceford is another. Eight of 
his boys are from the union here. Paul 
Webster, who hits the high E above F 
on the trumpet, went to school here, 
and Eddie TompKins, Cy Oliver and five 
others all are affiliated with Shaw’s local. 
Lunceford was born in Fulton, Mo., and 
not many years ago was a frequent visi- 
tor to the little brick building. When 
he left this section to take an unknown 
and unheralded band of Kansas City 
musicians into the Cotton Club in New 
York he wasn’t considered any better 
material than any one of 25 other young 
men leading bands in the Heart of 
America City. 

Eddie Durham, recently with Lunce- 
ford, also is a local boy, now making 
arrangements for Count Basie. “We have 
all but two members of Basie’s Band,” 
Shaw said as he thumbed thru the 
records of his union. “The Count him- 
self is, of course, one of our boys. He 
used to play second piano with Bennie 


EARL CARROLL had the world’s 
most beautiful gals “pass thru these 
portals.” But thru these portals of 
a little brick building in Kansas 
City have passed members of Local 
No, 627, AFM, to take their place as 
the nation’s leading swing musicians. 
Most prominent to call this “home” 
have been Cab Calloway, Count 
Basie, Andy Kirk and Bennie Moten. 


Moten and later played with a small 
group at the Reno Club.” ‘They called 
the Count “Bill” in those days, and he 
wasn’t considered any better on the 
piano than any one of a dozen keyboard 


THE MANTELED “hall of fame” of great and near-great musicians who 
got their start in Kansas City under the guidance of musicians’ union president 


William Shaw. 


pounders around town. 

Floyd Brady and Victor Dickinson, 
both trombone players, are with Claude 
Hopkins. And brother member Joe 
Keyes is the “hot horn man” for Eddie 
Mallory, now playing for Ethel Waters’ 
troupe. Coleman Hawkins, recognized 


as ace tenor sax star, occasionally used , 


to visit Shaw at the union office here. 
One day he picked up Booker Pittman, 
who still toots the sax for Hawkins in 
foreign lands. 

Clyde Hart played his solid piano for 
Stuff Smith; San Franklin and Ike Bell 
are consistent trumpet blasters for Eddie 
Barefield in Los Angeles; Oran (Hot 
Lips) Page has his own organization of 
swing men at Small’s Paradise in New 
York’s Harlem. They’re all members of 
Shaw's union. FPurthermore, they write 


his office regularly and describe the 


activity of other local musicians making 
good on the Main Stem. 


Loyalty is the byword among the “627” 
gang. It’s been proved time and time 
again. Shaw keeps a close tab on the 
activities of the “alumni” of his union. 
His assistants, Vice-President Robert 
Simpson and Secretary-Treasurer Earl M. 
Jefferson, are always ready to help him; 
the job of directing the destiny of 174 
active union members requiring more 
effort than one man alone can produce. 


Building the Local 

Shaw doesn’t have much time any 
more to play a horn or take an active 
part in orchestra work. But he knows 
the business from the A to the Z ends 
because of his long association with 
music and musicians. During the World 
War he played in a United States Army 
band. Shaw played piccolo and flute, 
and in the same unit was Noble Sissle. 
The two men are close friends now, and 
occasionally Sissle- brings his band to 
Kansas City to play the union’s benefit 
dance. 

Shaw joined the Richard & Pringle 
Minstrels after the war and stayed with 
the troupe for eight years. In 1922 he 
married, and in 1925 he arrived in Kan- 
sas City. “There simply wasn’t anything 
doing in the music game at that time,” 
he recalls, “so I opened a barber shop.” 
And he made a pretty good bérber, too, 
if one is to believe the members of the 
union. 

“Barbering got tiresome, so I gave it 
up in 1928,” Shaw continued. “Then 
we began building up the union again.” 
When Shaw quit the barber shears the 
union was in desperate shape. Its mem- 
bership was small and there was so little 
music activity here that it was difficult 
to induce anyone to join an organized 
labor body. 

Shaw went in as president in 1928 
with a membership body of only 40. 
He launched a membership drive and 
ftaw the union begin to function as he 
had hoped it might. The union took 
over its building in 1930, buying it out- 
right. Down thru the years the “627 
gang” continued to build. As Calloway 
and others joined and made themselves 
known to the public the union pros- 
pered. 

Now that the vogue for swing is 
prevalent everywhere most of the “627” 
members are specializing in that form. 
There are several men here in Kansas 
City now who are about ready to take a 
trip east with a name band because of 
their talents—like others who preceded 
them down at the brick building—for 
playing inspired, solid forms of swing. 


On Their Way Up 

At the Club Continental here the band 
led by Prince Stewart is attracting wide 
attention. Stewart himself plays a nice 
trumpet; Jesse Price is a master of the 
traps; Buster Smith doubles on sax 
and clarinet and jots off stylized ar- 
rangements for the band, and Bill Had- 
nott, a young fellow playing bass fiddle, 
is acknowledged to be one of the finest 
“cats” in this section. All of them are 
“627” members. One of these days they 
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are going to find themselves playing 
in one of the nation’s finest spots. 

A 20-year-old lad named Jay C. Mc- 
ghann already is widely known for his 
piano-playing ability. His style resem- 
bles a combination of Teddy Wilson and 
Earl Hines. With a little more experi- 
ence—and a few lessons in the art of 
reading manuscript—McShann will be 
ready to leave Wolfe’s tavern and take 
pis place with a class band. 

George E. Lee, now playing with a 
small combination at the Jockey Club, 
should be ready for big time soon. 
Tommy Douglas, at the Antlers’ Club, 
js another group which bears watching. 
Clarence Love’s Band and the one 
fronted by Harlan Leonard are due to 
move up before long. Julia Lee and Lee 
Etta Smith, both singers and pianists of 
the Cleo Brown type, have possibilities. 
Both are playing in night spots here. 

Jasper (Jap) Allen was for many years 
a hard-working, clean-living young man 
who paid for his bread and butter by 
leading an orchestra at Kansas City’s 
smaller night clubs. Shaw finally got 
the band an “outside” engagement—the 
dream and hope of every local band 
ader. Today it is featured at Peoria’s 
fmest supper club and is set for an in- 
definite run at the spot. 

Goodman Its Amazed 

A tour of this city’s brighter spots 
along about midnight will include 
watching performances of some of Amer- 
ica's finest and most talented artists. 
That’s what Benny Goodman thinks, and 
the “king of swing” should know. He 
toured the city recently with Shaw and 
was amazed at the quality of the musi- 
cians he heard. 

“Never saw anything like it,” said Ben- 
ny. “This town is a real hotbed of 
swing. You have a dozen ace men in 
every block.” 

New Orleans, chiefly because of its 
Beale Street, has for years been known 
as the hotbed of swing music. Since 
Shaw took over the union here, however, 
the Louisiana city no longer can claim 
the honor. The long list of Kansas City 
musicians who have moved up to na- 
tional prominence is one which over- 
shadows anything New Orleans has ever 
had to offer. 

It is unusual in most unions, but com- 
mon here, for veteran members to retain 
their membership cards and continue to 
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pay dues long after they have left the 
city. All of Calloway’s men, Lunceford’s 
Band and others now in the national 
spotlight have kept their membership 
alive here in “627.” So thoro is this 
local’s organization that few ever break 
its bond. 


‘ 
Bennie Moten’s Story 

Down at the building may be found 
two small plaques hanging on a wall. 
Both are “In Memoriam.” One in mem- 
ory of Eli Logan, sax player, who died in 
1923, long before swing music became a 
national craze. The other for Bennie 
Moten, who died in 1935, just before he 
was to have taken his Fairyland Park 
Orchestra to New York for a big-time 
engagement at a Broadway hot spot. 

There’s a story behind his death, and 
every Kansas City Negro knows it. But 
Shaw himself can tell it best. 

“We had Bennie’s opening all ready,” 
Shaw remembers. “Everyone was worked 
up, and even Bennie was excited. He 
came to me and said he believed he 
should go east in the best shape, and 
that he was going to have his tonsils 
taken out. 

“I thought it a good idea and told him 
s0. He left the office and a few days 
later went under the knife. We never 
saw him again alive.” 

Bennie died suddenly of a hemorrhage 
during the operation. It was a blow to 
musicians everywhere, inasmuch as the 
Moten band was the first to put Kansas 
City on the national musical map. Bus 
Moten, his younger brother and an ac- 
complished accordion-piano player, now 
is directing a band of his own at the 
White Tavern here. Shaw believes some 
day he will be as well known as his 
brother. 

Most of the old Bennie Moten men are 
now up in the high realm of music cir- 
cles, Walter Page plays bass with Count 
Basie; George E. Lee sings, plays sax and 
leads his own band here; Harland 
Leonard has his own band, Paul Webster 
and Ed Louis are with Lunceford, and 
Count Basie, who played with Moten in 
1930, is one of the best known Negro 
band leaders in the world. 

Tt is just such a spirit that has made 
the little old brick building the center 
of national and international swing mu- 
sic activity. Kanses City is proud of 
that old building—and proud of a man 
named William Shaw, president of Local 
No. 627, American Federation of Musi- 
cians, who keeps it and the Heart of 
America city in the national spotlight 
as the “cradle of swing.” 


Joy Makes Pre-Week a Joy 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 25.—Consid- 
ering that it was the week before Christ- 
mas, Will H. Wittig, manager of Pla-Mor 
Ballroom, was plenty satisfied with the 
one-night take for Jimmie Joy last Sat- 
urday. Biz has been fair here and Joy 
hypoed things by bringing in 1,000 Sat- 
sons for a $650 gross. Names spotted 
here for the next fortnight include Arlie 
Simmons, Ralph Webster, Ray Herbeck 
and Al Sky, the latter with his music 
“from the stars.” 


Olson Orking It Now 


MILWAUKEE, Dec. 25.—Formerly con- 
fining his activities to radio exclusively. 
a long-time fave on WTMJ, Johnny 
Olson invades danceland. Open today 
(25) with a new band at Puturistic Ball- 
room here, following Bill Carlsen, who 
moves to the Trianon Ballroom, Chicago. 
Olson’s new combo carries a personne! of 
16, including the three Coraagne Sis- 
ters for the vocals. 


Regis Renews Codolban 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—A favorite for 
the last three years at the St. Regis Ho- 
tel, Cornelius Codolban and orchestra 
will carry on at the Maisonnette Russe 


Orchestra 
indow Room next year, having been renewed 


for an additional 16 weeks, CRA han- 
dling. 


Monroe Moves to W. Va. 


. BALTIMORE, Dec. 25.—Cl this 
week at the Southern Hotel after a suc- 
cessful stay, Jerry Monroe moves his 
Society Swing Orchestra for the holiday 
season to White Sulphur Springs, W. Va. 
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ASCAP Bides Its Time 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—ASCAP will de- 
lay its fight against anti legislation in 
Florida and Tennessee until federal 
statutory courts have handed down de- 
cisions in the Montana and Washington 
hearings on adverse legislation. 

After the recent victory in Nebraska 


society had planned to file Plorida and 
Tennessee actions, but E. C. Mills, 
ASCAP chairman, who returned yester- 
day from a Tallahassee powwow with 
ASCAP’s Florida lawyers, said the society 
had decided to wait for the Montana 
and Washington decisions, which are ex- 
pected soon. Latter cases were heard 
early last summer. 
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Essential Elements in Building a Band 


ome. Jack WardawS 


a@ group of boys who play horns 

is all there is to make for an 

orchestra. And to most musicians, 
in their desire to have their own orches- 
tra, it appears to be just that simple. 
Only it is just that silly. Subconsciously 
they entertain. thoughts of grandeur 
in the importance of being a band leader 
—seeing their name in print and center- 
ing the public eye on their appearance 
in front of the band stand. 


As this is a usual human trait, char- 
acteristic of all members in the theatrical 
world, why blame them? But there is 
a marked degree of difference between 
“just” organizing your own orchestra ahd 
the building of a band as a musical 
career. 


For the new band, the musician or 
group of musicians who plan to form an 
orchestra, there are 10 necessary and 
cardinal commandments—qualities, ca- 
pacities and physical assets, the posses- 
sion of which is vitally important and 
necessary to even begin to be a success 
fh the most interesting and intricate 
businesses in America today. 


Imagination !s Important 

I list firstly, IMAGINATION. No mat- 
ter what hitching post you use to attain 
your goal you must first visualize what 
it is thet you want before it can even 
take elemental form. New York's sky 
line, with its tall buildings and edifices, 
was a picture first in someone’s mind 
long before it became a physical reality. 


Not only in its organization, but just 
as important as in selling your orchestra 
to the public, is imagination an essential 
element. Many orchestra leaders sell 
that mental picture of the group first 
and then proceed to get it together. 

The second, PERSONALITY. I do not 
mean making yourself important thru 
abuse of your vanity. Nor does it apply 
the hand-shaking or back-slapping rou- 
tine of the “my old pal” order. For the 
budding orchestra leader the personality 
trait means being a more personable 
fellow among your fellow men—pone who 
is awake to the desires and requests of 
his audience. It also means the ability 
to speak well, distinctly and clearly so 
that your voice will be easily adaptable 
to the microphone. 

Habits mold the personality of an in- 
dividusl, and such traits as attention 
to detail and an orderly mind are of vast 
help in forging ahead in the highly 
competitive orchestra world. And most 
important, your personality factor in- 
cludes consideration to others at all 
times. 

UNDERSTANDING is a valuable essen- 
tial element for an individual or a group 
in the orchestra business. A _ leader 
should, thru understanding, be able to 
overlook a musician’s desire to constant- 
ly tune up his horn during a dinner ses- 
sion and not go to pieces in full view of 
the public eye. For the most part a 
musician’s mind is self-centered, either 
on himself or his instrument. 

And this same musician, thru under- 
standing, should not cut capers, aliho 
they might seem necessary to his per- 
formance, yet grate on the nerves of the 


éh O MOST people getting together 


he learned at college. 


fhe distinguished alumni of the University of North Carolina in the 
fields of art and science are legion. And just as many Tar Heel-born or bred 
bandsmen have made their mark in the music world. The Chapel Hill | 
campus gave Hal Kemp and Kay Keyser to the orchestra world, and in more 
recent years Jack Wardlaw has been showing the Southland a thing or two 


guests in the dining room. The group, 
thru understanding, will not evidence 
the desire to play a hot swing tune with 
open brass in this dining room if the 
audience is composed entirely of those 
who prefer the soft, soothing melodies. 

Of course, if such understanding is 
lacking and you insist on playing the 
loud swing tune, the manager will un- 
doubtedly give you the first lesson in the 
art by notice of services discontinued. 

The fourth element, PATIENCE, is 
vital in the carrying out of your musical 
ideas as well as in the process of making 
a livelihood in the music business in 
general. Nothing should be judged too 
quickly. And snap judgment is danger- 
ous. 

Patience on the part of members of 
an orchestra in carrying out orders at 
rehearsal periods is just as important. 
Patience on the part of all concerned 


‘makes a -stronger foundation for the 


finished product. 


Salesmanship Most Important 
Now the most fundamental of all the 


essential elements, SALESMANSHIP. Vol- 
umes have been written and will con- 
tinue to be written. Yet the principle 
involved is very simple. 

Instead of doing what “you” want, do 
what the “other fellow” wants. Let us 
call it the you element. If leaders and 
individual members of orchestras would 
only realize this principle, how much 
easier would it be for them to rise to 
the heights. 

Several years ago a well-known orches- 
tra leader approached a hotel manager in 
a North Carolina city and said: “I have 
a fine orchestra and I need a job. I 
want you to pay me so much money. I 
hfve this and I have that, and I can do 
this and I want that.” 

The puffing and brow-beating got him 
the job. But in a few short weeks the 
hotel manager thought to himself, “I 
need this but I am not getting what I 
promised to pay for. Why should I sup- 
port this fellow’s needs? Besides, it is 
costing me too much for what I am 
getting.” And in short order the band 
got its notice of services discontinued. 

After several more tragic lessons of 
this sort this same orchestra leader re- 
turned to the first hotel manager. Only 
this time he said, “You need something 
to increase your income for your invest- 
ment. You should be getting more busi- 
ness. A hotel with as much prestige as 
this one deserves the best. You this and 
you that.” And the same orchestra was 
able to make a two-year run of it at 
the same spot. 

Capitalize on Self-Interest 

Everyone is interested in himself. 
Capitalize on this in your sales talk. 


Salesmanship also includes showman- 
ship. And Showmanship is nothing more 
than the art of pleasing others, especially 
your paying public. Play the type of 
music the people want to hear, not that 
which pleases the musician. Please 
YOU and NOT I. 


The sixth, BUSINESS ABILITY, means 
just this. No group or organization 
should attempt to make its living in the 
music business without the application 
of business principles and ability. 


There is the publicity to be attended 
to, pictures, bulletins, letters, cards, sec- 
retarial work; printing costs, stamps, 
posters, telegrams, telephone calls, con- 
tracts, bookkeeping, personal visits, com- 
petition, question of name value, pull, 
politics, prestige and pocketbook. They 
all enter into the scope of your business 
acumen and ability. 

Of necessity there is bound to be an 
outgo of expenditures every day. Ten or 
12 boys must eat and sleep regularly 
when working or waiting to work. The 
best union card in the United States 
does not guarantee you will work. Some- 
one must constantly keep the income 
greater than the outgo. 

More failures in the music business 
have been attributed to lack of business 
ability than to any other single factor. 
Most of the successful orchestras today 
could probably tell an interesting story 
about this valuable asset, BUSINESS 
ABILITY. 


Other Factors 

PSYCHOLOGY AND DIPLOMACY in 
the music business implies your ability 
to try to get along better with everyone 
you meet. It means your ability to 
realize and recognize the other fellow’s 
rights and interests, be it the hotel man- 
ager, the musician who wants to tune up 
at the wrong time or the lady patron 
on the dance floor who requests the 
tune you do not have. 

The importance of pleasing people as 
they want and pay to be pleased, and 
not as many musicians want to please 
them, comes under this. consideration. 
Showmanship is also an attribute of 
psychology. To know the- best way to 
please what groups of people at what 
particular time is an art. 

EQUIPMENT is as essential a charac- 
teristic of the successful band as in any 
other profession. “And that includes 
the best that money can buy and afford 
in music stands, library of music, an 
amplifier, spotlight, uniforms, artificial 
flowers, mailing lists, etc. And as im- 
portant, the “mental” equipment, the 
ability of being able to remember names, 
faces, dates, etc. 

TRANSPORTATION means Cars, 
trailers, trucks or busses, adequate to 


carry the equipment and members of 
the band. It does not mean six boys rid- 
ing in a Model T flivver with iristru- 
ments on their laps and a bass drum 
hanging perilously over their heads. 

No musician or band can give their 
best when traveling under such trying 
conditions. Getting to the job means just 
as much as playing that job, and no 
sane orchestra leader would think of 
permitting three saxophonists to crowd 
themselves on the same chair while 
playing. 

Since the successful orchestra leader 
is always planning for the future, the 
best investment is in buying safe and 
adequate transportation facilities for 
your orchestra. And with the introduc- 
tion of the trailer many leaders have 
been able to both solve and save on 
their housing problem. 

Finally the TYPE of men or boys in 
your organization is of the utmost im- 
portance. Remember, habits developed 
over a long period of years do not change 
overnight. The musician should take 
stock in his habits as a business man 
does of his assets. The big leaders want 
clean-cut dependable men. Your per- 
sohal habits are of even greater impor- 
tance to him than your musical ability. 


Avoid the Sour Guys 

In choosing men for your orchestra 
pick those with principle, character, am- 
bition and leave those with a sour out- 
look on life to sweeten up their outlook 
in their own way or they may sour up 
the rest of your organization. One rot- 
ten apple, the adage warns, can spoil 
a basket full of fine ones. 

If all orchestra leaders and member 

musicians in the music field would read 
Dale Carnegie’s How To Win Friends and 
Influence People or Vash Young’s A For- 
tune To Share or The Go Giver, they 
would find many new and valuable quali- 
ties in themselves which would not only 
make them more successful in their in- 
dividual line, but finer individuals in 
this world of ours. 
. So in summary this business of build- 
ing a band is not such a simple matter, 
but shows as complex as life itself. It 
requires and demands (1) imagination, 
(2) personality, (3) understanding, (4) 
patience, (5) salesmanship, (6) business 
ability, (7) psychology and diplomacy, 
(8) the physical elements of equipment 
and (9) transportation and (10) the 
blessing of a fine clean-cut group of 
sincere musicians. 

Think of all this first before you de- 
cide to have a band of your own. 


Hub Bands Trek South 


BOSTON, Dec. 25.—Following a week 
at the Raymon Ballroom, starting Mon- 
day (27), Walter Sears takes his band 
below the Mason-Dixon line to open 
January 5 at Tutwieler Hotel, Birming- 
ham, Ala. A former fiddler with Ace 
Brigode, Sears styles his music “Rhythm 
in Strings,” featuring harpist David Mal- 
lory. 

Closing at the Normandie Ballroom 
Monday (27), Dean Hudson and his 


Florida Clubmen also point for the 
Southland, starting their tour December 
31 in Atlanta with a two-day engage 
ment at the Piedmont Driving Club 


THE BIG BUSINESS corporations have nothing on these boys grouped 


around the conference table for their weekly meetings. 


Everybody present 


when Chairman Jack Wardlew calls the roll. 


SOME OF THE BOYS take time out to serenade the band’s new truck, as- 
suring the safe keeping of their instruments on hitting the road. : 
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LEGITIMATE 


Conducted by EUGENE BURR—Communications to 1564 Broadway, New York 
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LEGIT’S DOLEFUL CHRISTMAS 


Snow Socks 


KC Grosses 


Blizzard, cancellations keep 
“Tonight” to 4Gs—$1,600 
for two-night “Daughter” 


a 

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 25.—Severe 
winter blizzard, breaking the day before 
show opened in Music Hall of the Mu- 
nicipal Auditorium, cut the gross on 
Tonight at 8:30 to $4,100 for five night 
and two matinee shows last week. 
Weather also was cause for poor take on 
Yes, My Darling Daughter, which fol- 
lowed Monday and Tuesday nights, total 
across the counter amounting to a weak 
$1,600. 

James Nixon, Auditorium treasurer, 
who is presenting Kansas City’s legiti- 
mate offerings this year, said more 
tickets were canceled after being bought 
than were taken at door at both presen- 
tations. 

Brother Rat comes in next, dates be- 
ing changed this week to January 16, 17 
and 18 from holiday week as originally 
scheduled. You Can’t Take It With 
You follows on January 28, 29 and 30. 
Zach show will play four times during 
the three days. 

Ducat sale for other legit offerings is 
good, according to Nixon. He expects to 
gross $25,000 on the six-day appearance 
ef Helen Hayes in Victoria Regina, which 
would set a new high for this town. ,. 

Patrons who had bought advance 
tickets to Billy Rose’s Show of Shows re- 
ceived refunds this week following can- 
cellation of Rose booking. 


Coast Agency Comes East 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25—D. M. Winkler 
has opened an office here for Myron 
Selznick, Coast agent. It is at 630 Fifth 
avenue. Herman Bernie will take charge 
after the new year. Selznick was for- 
merly represented here by Leland Hay- 
ward. 


Hammond’s Stem Staging 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25—Freeman Ham- 
mond, summer theater manager who 
operated at Keene, N. H., will stage 
the Metropolitan Players’ production of 

Moon Peddler. 


Sinclair-Taylor to Gordon? 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Hugh Sinclair 
and Valerie Taylor are being mentioned 
for leading roles in Save Me the Waltz, 
by Katharine Dayton, being done by Max 
Gordon. Script is expected to be com- 
Pleted in about 10 days. 


Coast’s Heavy Season 


HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 25. — Marquee 
lights at the Los Angeles Biltmore The- 
ater will not get much of a chance to 
cool once they light tonight heralding 
the arrival of Florence Reed in Yes, My 
Darling Daughter. An unusually active 
season is arranged at the Fifth and 
Grand showhouse, with the following 
attractions already booked: 

Yes, My Darling Daughter, from De- 
cember 25 to January 15; The Woman, 
with Lois Wilson starred, January 17 to 
February 5; Fredricka, April, definite 
date not set; Richard II, with Maurice 
Evans, May 2, for two weeks; Helen 
Hayes in Victoria Regina, June 6, for 
three weeks; Abbey Players, definite date 
not revealed; Susan and God, probably 
with Walter Huston and Billie Burke, 
date not yet set. The political musical 
comedy, I’d Rather Be Right, is also ten- 
tatively scheduled. 


Ticket Tivtiisene Fined 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Federal Judge 
Henry W. Goddard this week imposed 
fines between $50 and $200 on ticket 
brokers who pleaded guilty to the charge 
that they had sold ducats which were 
not marked. Tickets should have had 
the names of the ageneies and the 
prices on them. Nineten pleaded guilty, 
but jin the case of employes the fines 
were not levied. 


Musical Meller Planned 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.— Thanks for 
Tomorrow, a meller with music, being 
put together by LeRoy Bailey, will be 
done by an incorporated group. Music 
by Jewell Bennett and Beatrice Rodick, 
Clyde North will direct. Rehearsals, 
slated to begin in about 10 days, are 
contingent upon finding a leading lady. 


Grimball Players’ First 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—The Grimball 
Players, formed by Elizabeth Grimball, 
director of the dramatic school, will 
give their first offering, Blessed of the 
Debonair, a comedy by Robert Ray- 
nolds. Piece will first be seen at New- 
ton, Conn., January 10, and then at 
the Barbizon Plaza here January 20 and 


Year’s Few Hits, Few Runs; 


Seant Hope Seen for Future 


Production below last year—quick deaths increase— 
musicals drop—Shakespearean revival realized—new 
Equity set-up—FTP’s one hit—union show clicks 

« 


+*NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—There’s plenty of Christmas spirit in Broadway legit 
this year—but it’s the ghost kind, not the flowing bowl variety. Casting up statis- 
tics of the year now drawing to a close is suspiciously like making preparations for 
an obit. The season of 1936-37, which was in mid-career when the year came in, 


turned out to be the worst in the annals of the modern stage. 


Hope was held out 


for the fall and the new season, with plenty of heavy production schedules an- 


nounced; but the cautious entrepreneurs 


Feagin School Offers 
“Cricket on Hearth” 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Christmas sea- 
son presentation of the Feagin School 
of Dramatic Art, Albert Smith’s drama- 
tization of The Cricket on the Hearth, 
was presented by members of the 
school’s senior class from Thursday thru 
Tuesday, with a few matinees. Regi- 
nald Bach directed the piece, and 
pupils alternated in some of the roles 
on different days. 


Cricket on the Hearth, subtitled a 
Pairy Tale of Home, is more of an atmos- 
phere piece than anything else, and the 
Feagin students manage to convey the 
warm holiday spirit. The drama and 
plot of the story are simple, and are 
properly subdued. Simple sets, rustic 
characters and dialog recreate English 
countryside cottages and people. 

Presentation is enhanced by Orra 
Williams, narrator, who gives a curtain 
speech before each of the three scenes. 
Leading players are Hugh McNair as 
John Perrybingle, Virginia Halpin ana 
Betty Harrison as Dot; Hugh Anderson 
and Paul Bedford as Tackleton, and Syl 
Lamont end Peter Marston as Caleb. 
When reviewed Miss Harrison played 
Dot and did a worth-while, natural job. 
MeNair as Perrybingle and Bedford as 
Tackleton are good. Paul Ackerman. 


Chi Cold-Shoulders Musicals; 


One This Season, 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—Musicals here 
this season are conspicuous by their ab- 
sence. Seldom before has there been 
such a tunefest famine, only one, The 
Show Is On, having put in an appear- 
ance since September. It was ushered 
into the Grand Opera House and carted 
away a failure in two weeks. And there 
hasn't been a hit musical since Ziegfeld 


Five Playlets, All-Femme Casts, 
Make Novel FTP Coast Offering 


LOS ANGELES, Dec. 
have their day in Petticoat Parade, 
& Federal Theater venture which offers 
8 somewhat new approach to the 
theater in a five-play group. The indi- 
Vidual offerings combine comedy, 
tragedy and comedy-drama, all hinged 
on some outstanding social aspect which 
is, of course, brought out in the closing 
Moments of the play. 

First offering is entitled Be Sure Your 
Ser Will Find You Out. It is a light 
Comedy revolving around a group of 
women who are almost fanatical in their 
Worship of a dead motion picture star. 
What happens when they find out what 
and who the star really is provides an 
all-round laugh. Danse Macabre, the 
Second playlet, emphasizes to what 
lengths people will go over jealousy. The 
Outcome is. tragic but interesting. 

Amazons on Broadway deals with a 
band of female gangsters who have a 
Stranglehold on the cosmetics racket. 


25.— Womens Georgina Malone (Viola Hayes), head of 


the gang, does a fine job with a very 
difficult part. 


The last two offerings, entitled March 
Wedding and Peace in Our Time, were 
perhaps the nearest things to realism 
thruout the evening. They were both 
down-to-earth portrayals of love and war. 
Joan Tanner did a nice job of the bride 
in March Wedding. 


Peace in Our Time is a timely comedy- 
drama constructed around the world’s 
present possibility of war. The transition 
trom farce to reality is very effectively 
brought out in the climax, which is 
reached with the appearance of death on 
the scene. Incidentally, Lou Polley was 
very forceful in this portrayal. Tina 
Marsh, as the maid, accomplished her 
bit as a comedienne excellently well. 
Petticoat Parade will have week-end 
runs during ensuing months. 


David Arlen. 


None Skedded 


Follies a couple of seasons back. 

It is this dark background that forces 
producers to keep tune shows out of 
Chicago. Rather than take a chance 
with them here, whether it be a pre or 
after Broadway production, they are 
routed to eliminate the Windy City. 


And the future legit list this season 
does not include a single musical. Book- 
ings include Tovarich at the Selwyn 
starting Monday, Hélen Hayes in Victoria 
Regina opening at the Erlanger Decem- 
ber 27 and See Naples and Die, a WPA 
show. coming into the Blackstone De- 
cember 29. January and February shows 
include Stage Door, King Richard II, 
Golden Boy, Room Service and Having 
Wonderful Time. 


Claire for Lonsdale Show? 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25. — Frederick 
Lonsdale’s new play, Half a Loaf, is 
likely to have Ina Claire in the lead 
when it opens on Broadway. Gilbert 
Miller has the piece. Date of the pro- 
duction will be dependent upon the run 
of Miss Claire’s current vehicle, Bar- 
chester Towers. 


Woollcott Acts Again 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25. — Alexander 
Woollcott is scheduled to enter the 
cast of the Theater Guild’s Wine o/ 
Choice today, in Chicago. He will be 
co-featured with Miriam Hopkins and 
Leslie Banks. Woollcott had previously 
denied he would be in the cast. 


waited around instead of plunging into 
production. If there were a couple of 
hits during the first few weeks, sched- 
ules would be dumped into the works; 
if there were no hits, schedules would 
be dumped into the dustbin. 

There were no hits—and the Christ- 
mas bells this yuletide might almost 
as well be ringing a requiem. 

Quantity, Quality Dive 

In both quantity and quality the sea- 
son of 1937-’38 has, thus far, dropped 
beneath even the low levels set the pre- 
vious year. 
and those few failed to unleash any ex- 
traordinary quality. Quite the reverse, 
as a matter of fact. Even a few in the 
sparse roster of new hits would never 
have achieved that category if a play- 
minded public had been given anything 
else to go to. 

An outstanding feature of the new 
season has been the great number of 
small—infinitesimal, really—runs.- Plays, 
liberally panned by reviewers who seem 
this year to heap prajse only on produc- 
tions that are self-conscious enough to 
appeal to the militantly artistic, have 
generally refused to buck the newspaper 
boys. There have been many instances 
of shows geared for cut-rate trade, which 
had figured on building by word of 
mouth, shutting up immediately after 
opening, afraid to brave the critical 
blasts leveled against them. As a result, 
the string of one, two, three perform- 
ance runs is much bigger than usual, 
even in spite of the fact that the total 
number of productions is down. 

Another interesting angle is an exten- 
sion of a tendency noticed last year— 
the extreme dearth of musicals. - Only 
three new musicals were presented be- 
tween the start of the season last Au- 
gust and the start of this week, an un- 
precedented low. They were Virginia, 
I'd Rather Be Right and Hooray for 
What. Virginia flopped dismally for the 
Rockefellers, Right went into the smash 
category for Sam Harris and Horray is 
being pushed by the Shuberts into a 
minor success, largely thru the personal 
draw of Ed Wynn. In addition, the Stem 
saw a limited return engagement of The 
Show Is On, and Babes in Arms con- 
tinued its successful run started last 
season. That’s all—with the exception 
of two Shubert operettas that were pre- 
sented this week, Between the Devil on 
Wednesday and Three Waltzes Christmas 
night. 

Shakespeareans, Classics Up 

Another feature of the season was the 
threatened—and partially realized—flood 
of Shakespearean and classical revivals. 
Maurice Evans came back in a limited 
return of his magnificent Richard II, 


and the newly formed Mercury Theater - 


scored an “artistic” smash with its pro- 
duction of Julius Caesar, done in modern 
dress and without scenery. A preten- 
tious Rivers production of Antony and 
Cleopatra, with Tallulah Bankhead in 
the lead, flopped dismally, while a thor- 
oly entertaining presentation of As You 
Like It was killed by the critics. Other 
classic revivals are still in the works, in- 
cluding rival versions of Henry IV to be 
presented by Evans and the Mercury. 
Legit actors’ union set-up was in for 
heavy bombardments during the year, 
most of them conditional on the reor- 
ganization of the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America, actors’ international, 
control of which swung from Equity to 
the Screen Actors’ Guild. Frank Gill- 


more, for many years Equity president, 
retired from active participation in order 
to devote all his time to the Four A's, ~ 
and from now until June Equity will be 
(See LEGIT’S DOLEFUL on page 59) 
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From Out Front 


By EUGENE BURR 


The customary gayety of Thespis may not be as enthusiastic as usual 
this season, what with the low number of shows running on Broadway, the 
paucity of future announcements and the appalling frequency of one, two and 
three-performance runs. The year has been far from good (which in itself is an 
almost classic example of understatement), and the drama has little cause for 
rejoicing. There is, as a matter of fact, little to rejoice even so menial a camp- 

follower of the muse as a dramatic critic. Few plays have 

"oc «C«C«ébeen produged—and those few have displayed an average 

quality that dips dizzily down to unfathomed depths. 

Cne thing alone is joyous amid the lugubrious wreaths of 

the theater, assumed for Christmas but seeming a great deal 

more like slightly premature preparations for a funeral. That 

one joyous thing is the quality of the acting. Amid the 

* downfall and ruin that presently beset the stage the acting 

; still stands high—and it is my joyous task, as in previous 

| years, to give Christmas thanks to the people responsible 
for it. Holiday greetings and thanks, then: 


7 
al To Nigel Bruce, whose sly comedy and ingratiating un- 
; 4 derstatements were buried—along with a large slice of 
mn Rockefeller money—beneath the uninspired pretentions of 
Virginia, wherein it was conclusively proved that oil and 
theater won't mix; to Maurice Evans, for his return engage- 
EUGENE BURR’ ment in that greatest of all modern- Shakesperean produc- 
tions, Richard II, and for his amazing and breath-taking 
performance in the title role; to Frederic Worlock, who substituted for Ian Keith, 
the Bolingbroke of the original production last year, and who brought sense, in- 
sight and intelligence to his readings; to Eleanor Phelps, who made the badly 
written and almost unplayable role of the queen an effective and affecting study, 
brilliantly bringing both wisdom and sympathy to her task; to Wesley Addy and 
Emmet Rogers, new recruits in the superlative Richard Company, for truly out- 
standing work in a couple of minor roles; and to Edgar Stehli who, as a minor and 
incidential psychiatrist, brought a breath of fresh breeze to the stagnant amatory 
calm of Blow Ye Winds. 


To Arthur Macrae, whose topnotch reading of a series of very funny lines 
formed one of the highlights of Geofgt and Margaret, a faintly amusing English 
play that proved that nut comedies are definitely an American commodity; to 
Rosalyn Boulter, for being a lovely and delightfully charming ingenue in the same 
merry-merry; to Gladys Henson who, in the same play, brought some of the season's 
heartiest howls with a brief bit of pantomime; to Willie Howard for substituting 
for--and actually improving upon—Bert Lahr in the return engagement of The 
Show Is On, an amusing and superior revue, and particularly for his rendition of 
the hilarious Woodman number; to Lillian Gish, for her sensitive, tender, sincere 
and beautifully effective portrayal of youth and age in Maxwell Anderson’s Star- 
Wagon, which indicated that Mr. Anderson had looked upon both If and Berkeley 
Square; to Russell Collins, for his performance of a badly written time-traveling 
Sancho Panza in the same muddled fantasy; and to Cyril Raymond for bringing 
fresh and ingratiating humor to the sleazy stretches of French Without Tears, 
wherein a group of young Englishmen discover their libidos in a French cram- 
school, under the to-me-inexplicable guidance of a young lady with a bathing 
suit but no figure. 


To Paul McGrath, for doifg some of the best—and certainly the most 
imagination-stirring—work of the season in the difficult role of the husband in 
Susan and God, wherein he substituted for the late Osgood Perkins, whose sudden 
death was a blow to the theater and to all discriminating theatergoers; to Nancy 
Kelly, in the same play, for making an impossible brat seem both real and nappeal- 
ing; to Joseph Buloff for his detailed, authentic and immensely effective charac- 
terization of a Central American Communist leader in To Quito and Back, wherein 
Ben Hecht intelligently and affectingly discussed many fundamental problems, 
and thru which the Theater Guild discovered that New York dramatic critics 
think that cerebral action is no action at all; to Walter N. Greaza, for a powerful 
and excellent job in a minor role in the same play; and to a number of players 
in the acting troupe of Dublin’s Abbey Theater (despite the bladder-whacks I 
heaped on their unbowed backs in my reviews); to Arthur Shields, for being the 
only one of the troupe to pour forth the golden music of Irish speech that the 
company’s idolators so widely publicized, and for turning in a long line of powerful 
and excellent performances; to F. J. McCormick, despite a couple of disturbing 
dramatic stumbles at the start of the season, for detailed, authentic and effective 
character work; to Michael J. Dolan, for character work that was varied and uni- 
formly effective; to P. J. Carolan, for character work in the same vein, and for his 
fine job as the father in The Far-Off Hills; to Ria Mooney, for proving herself a 
valuable stock-company player thruout the series, and to Eileen Crowe, for her 
really fine performance in Drama at Inish, the last and best of the company’s pro- 
ductions. 


To Claudia Morgan, one of the most able and ingratiating of our leading 
ladies, for her gallant attempts to save both In Clover and Merely Murder, two 
plays that met swift and sudden death, the first at the hands of its author and the 
second at the hands of the “critics”; to Edith Barrett, for forsaking the studied 
self-consciousness of recent years and returning to charming, sincere and and finely 
honest playing in Wise Tomorrow, an odoriferous trifle with which the Warner 
Brothers, probably out of plain nastiness, briefly afflicted Broadway, and in which 
Miss Barrett was forced to support two of the worst actresses ever assembled on the 
same stage; to Betty Field, for dredging real humor from the tasteless depths of 
a nymphomaniac used for “comedy” relief by Mrs. Bernie Angus, who wrote Angel 
Island and inexplicably convinced George Abbott that it deserved a showing; to 
Vaughan Glaser, for a detailed, authentic, minutely perfect characterization of 4 
churchman in Many Mansions, wherein the Playwriting Goodmans had something 
to say but couldn’t find out how to say it; to Seth Arnold, for a similar character- 
ization of a different type of churchman in the same play, and to William Post Jr., 
for similar work, for a similar reason. 


To Shepperd Strudwick, Katherine Emery and Anne Revere for being the chief 
cogs in a gay, sprightly, intelligent and vastly entertaining revival of As You Like It, 
which was murdered by the intelligentsia of the daily press—and, individually, to 
Mr. Strudwick for straighforward and honest playing, to Miss Emery for charming 
and delightful playing, and to Miss Revere for a performance that brought effect, 
gayety and humor from an underwritten and routine Shakespearean role; to Staats 
Cotsworth—and several other members of the cast—for giving them excellent 
support in the same production; to Sydney Greenstreet, for offering the only 
thoroly effective and fully rounded (and no pun o nMr. Greenstreet’s figure. 
either) characterization in all of the gaudy and nauseatingly pretentious rigmarole 
of Amphitryon 38, which proved that the Theater Guild thinks a dull smoking-car 
yarn is fit fare for its subscribers so long as it’s dressed up in a lot of would-be 
witty speechifying and various strangely assorted Greek and Roman names: to 
Frances Farmer who, tho she still has much to learn, gave a tender, sympathetic 
performance, filled with understanding and humanity, as the girl in Golden Boy, 


wherein Mr. Clifford Odets proved, to the delight of his true sympathizers, that , 


(See FROM OUT FRONT on page 63) 
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OUT-OF-TOWN OPENINGS 
“Dump Heap” 


LITTLE THEATER 
(Hollywood ) 


A play by Mary McDougal. Production 
conceived and directed by Edward Ger- 
ing. designed by Feodor Chalin. Cast: 
Louise Carter, Ellen Lowe, Tempe Pigott, 
Dorothy Urban, Clara Nadle, Maragette 
Deroune, Lisa Porter, Fredrick Frink, 
Joe Duval, Elaine Miller, Sandra Har- 
karby, Jack Culbertson, Herbert Roosk- 
py, Jane Hunt, Jerry Sylvon, Feodor 
Chalin, Gil Patric, Dobbie Dobson, Curt 
Owen and Pat Mulcahy. 

If Dump Heap, the newest opus of 
Modern Stage, fails as a play to achieve 
its purpose, the fault cannot be laid to 
its production, which is superlative, its 
single setting, which is realistic in the 
extreme, or to its acting which, in the 
hands of a group of film studio charac- 
ter veterans, offers several strong and 
beautiful performances. Instead, the 
failure must be laid to weaknesses in the 
play itself, essential technical and 
psychological lacks. 


The play’s primary weakness is in- 
coherence, caused. by too lengthy 
speeches and too much philosophizing 
by the unconvincing characters. It ap- 
pears to be essentially a social drama 
minus a social significance. There is 
something of Clifford Odet’s bitter social 
realism mingled with Maxwell Ander- 
son's vague and futile unrealities plus a 
touch of even Sydney Kingsley. All in 
all, a hodgepodge. 

Three main factors in the plot are the 
problems of poverty, old age and death, 
yet all three are treated with a super- 
ficial quality that is not convincing. 
Comedy is dragged in like a red herring 
here and there, and it serves only to irri- 
tate, since attention is concentrated on 
the problems of the central characters. 


Brightest thing about this play is un- 
doubtedly the performances, which are 
uniformly good. Louise Carter as Mrs. 
Yancey, who cannot believe her son is 
dead, limns in a powerful and effective 
character, and Tempe Pigott as Swearer, 
who insists upon an illicit love life with 
her reconciled husband in preference to 
respectable matrimony, garnered much 
applause. Margarette Deroune, as Miss 
Van Landingham, a grand old Shake- 
spearean actress, who finds happiness 
with a Czechoslovakian junk man, ad- 
mirably played by Feodor Chalin, won 
kudos for her naturalistic performance. 


Jerry Sylvon as Hell-Cat, who fakes 
being Mrs. Yancey’s boy; Herbert Rooks- 
by, a whimsical old inmate of the dump 
heap; Gil Patric as Mr Bugle, Clara Nadle 
as Mrs. Trimble, Joe Duval as Hodges, 
Ellen Lowe as Geraldine; Dorothy Urban, 
particularly, as Dilly, all were splendid. 
Edward Gering’s direction got the most 
out of a play which simply didn't 
achieve authenticity. David Arlen. 


Attorney To Produce 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Robert Rock- 
more, theatrical attorney, is slated to 
produce Kenyon J. Nicholson’s new 
Play, Trio With Sarophones. Back in 
1933 Rockmore presented Run, Little 
Chillun. Direction for Trio may be 
done by Nicholson and Louis M. Simon. 


BROADWAY RUNS 


Performances to December 25, Inclusive. 


Dramatic Opened Perf. 
Amphitryon 88 (Shnbert).. Nov. 1... 64 
Rarchester Towers (Beck)... Nov. 30... 31 
Brother Rat (National) .... Dec. 16,'36. 434 
Edna His Wife (Little)... Dee. 7... 23 
Father Malachy’s Miracle 


r US gues) werner hid Nov. 17... 46 
Tei ithout rs ill- 
boc mde pipe, 


(ree Nov. 22... 40 
Golden Boy (Relaseo)... . Nov. Beee 60 
Having Wonderful Time 


Of Mice and Men (Music _ 
ox) ov. 3 
Room Service (Cort) ..... May 19... 8 


Tobacco Road (r 
You Can’t Take It With You 
| RRS eee . Dee. 14,°36. 435 
Women, The (Barrymore) .. Dec. 26, ‘36.420 
iter 


Yes, My Darling 
(Vanderbilt) ....... ooe Feb. 9... 363 
Musical Comedy 
Between the Devil (Imperial). Dec. 22... 6 
Hooray For What! (Winter 


NN ke ek ea Den 1... 30 
I'd Rather Be Right (Alvin) Nov. of’ oe ; 


Wichita Likes 


Big Show List ===, 


WICHITA, Kan., Dec. 25.—The prairies 
are eager for flesh shows, local producers 
are learning in this metropolitan center 
of Kansas. William (Bill) Floto, veteran 
showman who annually brings Broadway 
to Wichita with bookings of the best on 
the road, reports the best season this 
years since the pre-depression days. 

“Helen Hayes and Nelson Eddy won't 
be here until the spring, 1938, but a 
great deal of interest is being shown 
and the lower priced tickets for Eddy 
are sold out now,” Floto announced. 
“Two factors make this a banner year. 
Reduced incomes in the past did not 
allow for legitimate productions and 
Kansans are hungry for flesh shows. A 
revival of the theater thru theater move- 
ments and big-city vaudeville played 
a part.” 

Floto opened his season with Tobacco 
Road, discovering a name show meant 
business. Tovarich followed, then Room 
Service and Yes, My Darling Daughter. 
Season featured in local papers, calling 
attention that four shows here are still 
in Broadway runs, including Road, Room 
Service, Daughter and Brother Rat. 

Maurice Evans is to present King 
Richard IT February 5 of next year. Fol- 
lies and Show of Shows were canceled. 


LEGIT’S DOLEFUL—— 


(Continued from page 57) 


operating without a president, a parlous 
and unsatisfactory condition forced by 
internal politics in the organization. 
Burgess Meredith has been elected first 
vice-president, to fill the shoes of Os- 
good Perkins, who died suddenly during 
the autumn, and will be the administra- 
tive head of the union, getting all of the 
headaches without even the official au- 
thority of the presidency. 


Meredith's election to the executive 
spot, however, marked a victory for the 
forces of liberalism in the organization, 
which have been fighting for four years 
for greater regard to and interest in the 
problems of the average actor. 


WPA Better Balanced 


The WPA early in the year was sub- 
jected to further personnel cuts, tho 
lately it seems on a more even keel, with 
efforts being made to put it on a perma- 
nent basis. One hit was scored with a re- 
vival of Processional. 

Another hit not on the commercial 
books was scored—but heavily—with the 
production of Pins and Needles, an ama- 
teur revue presented by members of the 
International Ladies’ Garment Workers’ 
Union. Demand forced it to give nightly 
performances, and it’s one of the most 
talked of shows in town, largely due to 
the efforts of Charles Friedman, director, 
and Harold J. Rome, young lyricist and 
composer, who went to the front rank on 
the basis of this, his first score. 

League of New York Theaters remained 
inactive thru most of the year, ham- 
strung by the untimely death of Dr. 
Henry Moskowitz, its executive adviser, 
last December. Some talk, however, of 
meeting with the Dramatists’ Guild rela- 
tive to changes in the basic producer- 
dramatist pact which, in many quarters, 
is held responsible for the low produc- 
tion totals this season. Also talk of ap- 
pointing a successor to Dr. Moskowitz, 
with James F. Reilly, former general 
manager of Charles Frohman company, 
chiefly mentioned. 

Year also marked by the usual exodus 
of stars, writers and directors to Holly- 
wood—and the usual influx of West 
Coastians eager to prove to a skeptical 
Broadway that they’re more than clothes- 
hangers for the pictures that talk like 
aman. Most successful so far has been 
Frances Farmer, now appearing in the 
Group Theater hit, Golden Boy—tho 
Fredric March brings in his own pro- 
duction of Yr. Obedient Husband next 
week. 


Early Closing Looms 

Hope for the new year as expressed in 
general opinion seems slimmer than dur- 
ing any other holiday season within 
memory.« Most of the boys look forward 
to the usual holiday rush, and then to 
a long dullystretch marked by only a 
few productions and by frequent clos- 
ings. Season is figured as heading for 
an earlier close than ever before. 

Brightly announced hopes of previous 
years, however, almost always failing to 
materialize, indicate that maybe, now 
there’s no hope, things will really pick 
up. In any case, the bells are ringing— 
but whether for a holiday or a funeral 
most of the boys aren't quite sure. 
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Season’s Greetings to Everybody 


ARREN and BRODERICK 


A Sensational Success! 
3d Month Featured 
with 


Tom Arnold’s New English Smash Hit 
“SWITZERLAND” 


Represented By 


U.S.A, 
Miles Ingalls - Mark Leddy 


Fosters’ Agency 


Europe 


GEORGE ABBOTT 


PHILIP DUNNING 


and 


- 220 WEST 42nd STREET 


ADVERTISE IN THE BILLBOARD — YOU’LL BE 
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We Can Take lt With Us 


Ts, : a delightful comedy run- 
T= on Broadway today called 
Having Wonderful Time. But its 
run, lengthy as it’s been, will never 
touch the run of Broadway’s favorite 
theatrical fare, a tragi-comedy called 
Having Wonderful Hypochondria. 


Having Wonderful Hypochondria has 
been playing on Broadway and on the 
road for 5, 10, 15—how many years? Join 
any gathering of theater people, at 
Ralph’s, at 21, in Chicago, Denver, Holly- 
wood, San Francisco, and the talk turns, 
much sooner than later, to the ills of 
the theater. The theater must be a 
mighty sick patient if we're to believe 
what we hear. Either that or when it 
comes to professional theater people it’s 
@ plain and simple diagnosis of—Hypo- 
chondria, we love you. 

I don’t. 


I say let’s close Hypo. It’s run long 
enough. And as a matter of fact I think 
the illness of the theater has been as 
much exaggerated as Mark Twain once 
termed a report of his death. 


To put it mildly, I'm pretty fed up 
with the ills of the theater. I'll grant 
that it’s been in a comatose state at 
times, but I say those times are def- 
initely behind us. I have reasons to 
believe this. During the past few months 
I’ve made a swing thruout the nation 
and on that trip I felt our patient's 
pulse. It was strong. Coupling this with 
recent events on Broadway, I’d say the 
patient is doing very well, thank you. 


Here To Stay 
So let’s put aside our poultices, stop 
looking for another panacea and grant 
that convalescence has set in—is here to 
stay. Paraphrasing the title of another 
Broadway hit, I say “We Can Take It 


With Us’—“It” being the theater, 


In these new days there’s little point 
in reminiscing about the good old days. 
To reminisce—and show me the pro- 
fessional who doesn’t—is to titillate one’s 
own emotions, and those emotions 
should be kept in their proper place— 
behind the curtain line. Less probing 
into the past and keener study of the 
present I’m sure will show that today, 
more than at any other time in the past 
10 years, there is emerging a new, mod- 
ern and healthy theater. 


This new theater is emerging with new 
qualities, new forms, new good taste, a 
keener perception and most important 
with many, many new friends. 


The era from which I insist we are 
now emerging has been a troubled one. 
The theater gave birth to two precocious 
children—the motion picture and radio 
industries. The first child has learned 
to talk, is even now beginning to rec- 
ognize colors. Its growing up. Un- 
fortunately, not such happy things can 
be said about the second child. Its in- 
terests are pretty mixed; it doesn’t seem 
to have a mind of its own. It wanders 
far afield. Sometimes it does say the 
funniest things—more often it doesn’t. 

But good or bad, healthy or un- 
healthy, I say—and here, ladies and 
gentlemen, get out your saws, for I’m 
going out on a limb—I say that the 
movies and radio are not only good for 
the theater but, more important, have 
played a part of tremendous importance 
in today’s awakening of Mother Legiti- 
mate. ¢ 


Radio, Films Not Enemies 

That, I know, is the exact opposite of 
the average interpretation of what 
movies and radio have done. I’ve heard 
just as many times as you have that 
these two entertainment mediums are 
killing the theater. I’ve heard it, but I 
don’t agree. 

Shakespeare advised that the play’s 
the thing—true. However, in these times 
I believe that that statement is meant 
to apply more particularly to people in 
the theater—to directors, actors, design- 
ers. To the modern manager and pro- 


Tom 0h Cracraft, 


"The Black Pit; 


chester County 


[== By Tom Adrian Cracraft—> 


internationally known young scenic designer. | 
Early training ran the gamut—usher to company manager—of top stock 

companies in United States and Canada. Was scenic 
| designer for American Players in Paris; supplied scenic 
) backgrounds for Hoboken revivals, After Dark, The 
Black Crook, etc. Has designed more than 20 Broad- 
way productions, Goodbye Again, Wednesday’s Child, 


Cathedral, It Can’t Happen Here being some. Was one 
of leaders in summer theater movement with his West- 


Designer for Lawrence Langner’s Westport Country 
Playhouse in 1935. Is keenly interested, as accom- 
panying article shows, in progress of theater thru- 
out country. is creator of new, practical ideas for 
its advancement and enjoys devoting part of his 
time working with and for what he calls “this com- 
ing naticnal theater.” 


Broomsticks, Amen!, Murder in tha 


Center companies in 1931 and ‘32, 


ducer “the audience is the thing.” And 
that’s where radio and movies come in. 

Radio and motion pictures have made 
this nation’ entertainment conscious. 
Where 15 years ago professional enter- 
tainment was for a pretty select few— 
the white-tied, ermine-coated gentry of 
Fifth avenue, Back Bay, Rittenhouse 
Square—today professional entertainment 
can be had by anyone by the mere 
flipping of a dial or the planking down 
of 15 cents at the corner movie house. 

Not that there weren't entertainment- 
hungry people 15 years ago. But the 
theater could not get, to them. The radio 
does. So does the movie. And where 15 
years ago the entertainment seeker took 
his pleasure in euchre, parchesi and 
charades, today he hears Bing Crosby, 
Charlie McCarthy, a playlet with Margalo 
Gillmore and sees John Barrymore, 
Claudette Colbert and screen plays hy 
Ben Hecht. How many people had the 
opportunity of seeing John Barrymore 
when he was on the boards? How many 
had the chance of seeing the early works 
of O'Neill? 


Appetites for Amusement 
Movies and radio have helped form 
the entertainment habit, have created 
appetites for amusement. 


Now I don’t say that this terrific in- 
crease in numbers of entertainment 
seekers signifies a corresponding in- 
crease in customers for the theater. But 
I do say that they could be. There they 
are—10,000,000 people who today know 
what professional entertainment is and 
who are prospective box-office customers 
for the legitimate theater. 


The legitimate theater is still tops in 
entertainment. You say I’m prejudiced 
in making that statement? You're damn 
right Iam. And legitimate being tops, 
once a workable method of bringing legit 
to this new and vast audience is found 
there will be a renaissance in the theater 
beyond anyone’s wildest dreams. 


I believe that this increased and much 
more highly diversified audience has 
already made itself evident. Witness the 
Maine potato picker seated next the 
summer vacationist in the potato picker'’s 
ex-barn. And just show me a couple 
of elbows—I don’t care whose—which 
haven't rubbed together viewing Tobacco 
Road. 


Theater Has Friends 

The theater is not lacking in friends. 
It never has been and never will be. And 
these friends are working for it. In sum- 
mer theaters from rock-bound Maine to 
the sunny countenances of Arthur 
Wyman's University of Hawaii pupils. In 
community theaters, little theaters, uni- 
versities and high schools. Veterans such 
as Maude Adams are of the theater once 
again. Critics, colleges, newspapers, 
magazines—untold agencies have kept 
the theater alive during the years of 
the locust, and I find everywhere an 
aroused, keener interest in the theater 
today than has existed in the past 10 
years. 


And mighty important, I say, has been 
the part played by the small drama 
groups in keeping alive the interest in 
and the love for the spoken drama. Of 
course, love for the theater has always 
been a part of human intelligence and 
will continue to be a part of the con- 
summate intelligence of the human race. 
Thus it was on that day thousands of 
years before recorded history when the 
first mime strode out on a flat rock and 
ran off the first version of East Lynne. 
Thus it is today and ever shall be 2,000, 
10,000 years from now. I'll wager any- 
thing you want that I’m right—you find 
the stakeholder. 

During these recent years our Broad- 
way hypochondriacs buried the “road,” 
shedding alligator tears on its grave. But 
those communities which were the 
“road” have shown that they will not 
be denied their theater. Not without 
logical reason has the publishing of 
plays for bookshelves alone sprung up 
in the past 20 years. Playreading has 
been made to serve where playgoing has 
disappeared. ‘4 


In these same sections many drama 
groups have been formed in the past 
few years. Groups of young people with 
minds of their own, minds hungry for 
the real theater. YW and YMCA’s put 
on their own shows. So do groups of 
department store employees. The 4-H 
Clubs — organizations of young people 
who live on farms—show their all-con- 
suming desire for the theater by putting 
on shows while raising prize live stock, 
crops and learning farming. 


They Want the Best 

And these groups want only the best. 
Make no mistake about that. Consult 
any playbroker to find out what high 
and discriminating tastes these groups 
have. 

The federal theater has created an- 
other potential audience. I know of at 
least three groups which plan to pro- 
duce Murder in the Cathedral—no back- 
yard drama that!. 

And don’t let Broadway news mislead 
you. The time has passed when Broad- 
way is any sort of true barometer of 
the drama feeling of the country, The 
rest of the country is little interested 
in many of the annoying problems of 
Broadway. It doesn’t understand them; 
that is, as a part of the real theater, and 
therefore can’t be bothered with them. 

The sooner Broadway realizes this the 
better for the theater. A new, apprecia- 
tive, intelligently critical audience is 
waiting. An audience to test the in- 
genuity and resourcefulness of present- 
day playmakers. The theatrical’ calendar 
is changing. There comes, particularly 
on the part of the audience, the Dawn 
of Intelligence in the Theater. 

I saw a great campaign to introduce 
intelligence into the theater in New 
York last spring. It was the first con- 
vention of the American Theater Coun- 
cil, an organization formed by the fore- 
most men and women in the theater 
today. The convention was a success 


and a grand thing which quickened the 
pulse of all sincere theater workers 
present. It is to be regretted, I feel, that 
the minutes of those meetings were not 
published in an economical, readily 
available book for distribution all over 
the country. The book would have been 
welcomed. 


Council Has Done Good 

The American Theater Council made 
an auspicious start with this one con- 
vention—others are to follow. It has 
done a great deal of good in the short 
period it has been in existence and is 
in a position to guide the reborn thea- 
ter to the fullest possible attainments, 

On my recent trip to some of the 
outlying States I found that the Coun- 
vil’s aims command the respect and 
hopes of all old and new friends of the 
drama. When I mentioned in a talk 
over Radio Station KSL, Salt Lake City, 
and in an address to an audience of the 
Salt Lake Little Theater the work 
of the American Theater Council in 
fostering and encouraging new acting 
talent (Antoinette Perry, that tireless 
worker of the Council, has nine groups 
of young actors in actual rehearsal in 
New York City at this writing) I was 
assured by two intelligent leaders, Kirke 
M. Decker and J. Russell Brown, that 
the Salt Lake Little Theater has 
had a similar plan in operation for some 
time. 


The Salt Lake Little Theater, 
its own house, a remodeled Masonic 
auditorium; its union stage crew and 
complete production staff, entertains no 
thought of “dead theater.” They pro- 
duce five and six worth-while produc- 
tions each winter and are representative 
of many such groups thruout the 
country. 


Yes, there are true theater supporters 
west of the Hudson, thousands of people 
who will not be ignored—who demand 
their theatrical fare. St. Louis is an 
example. In that city theatérgoers have 
formed their own non-profit organiza- 
tion, the Playgoers. It was started by 2 
few public-spirited men on the simplest 
plan; that of each member depositing an 
amount of money with the Playgoers for 
ticket purchases to be renewed when 
exhausted. This organization promotes 
the booking of attractions into its 
city and can practically guarantee the 
manager of a New York show that his 
engagement will be a financial success. 
At the same time the Playgoers assure 
themselves of excellent winter theater 
fare. St. Louis also supports a fine out- 
door opera season in the summer. No, 
sir—there are no St. Louis Blues as far 
as the theater is concerned. 


A Playgoers’ Subscription Group 

Other cities have subscription plans of 
various kinds and, in my opinion, it 
would be possible for the American The- 
ater Council to bring about a Playgoers’ 
Subscription organization in most of the 
cities in the country, using the St. Louis 
Playgoers’ plan as an excellent example. 

New York City alone cannot support 
the theater industry nor, naturally, can 
it appease the demand of these play- 
goers who cannot come to New York. 
Some of them don’t even want to come 
to New York. They prefer to make the 
theater part of their own civic life. 
Many of them have discovered the 
pleasure of participating in the produc- 
tion of plays. Why not capitalize on 
this? 

Why shouldn’t Max Gordon or Brock 
Pemberton or George Abbott have 
branch offices as other businesses have? 
Why shouldn't producers revive their 
past successes by combining forces with 
the existing community and little thea- 
ters? Why couldn’t a touring company 
consisting only of players for the prin- 
cipal roles be sent out? A production 
director would precede them to assemble 
the show and direct members of the 
community group in the minor parts. 
The local staff could be augmented by 
the professional residents of the town. 
A modern prototype of the old stock 
company. 

This would not, I’m sure, interfere 
with road companies. There is still 2 

(See WE CAN TAKE IT on page 62) 
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“HOORAY FOR WHAT” 


with ED WYNN 
WINTER GARDEN 
New York 


Screen Tests Move to Coast; 
Eastern Trials Were Washouts 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Ever since 
those who were weaned on vaudeville 
finally got hep +o the thought that 
maybe their chosen field would never 
again see palmy days, the cry has been, 
“Get a screen test.” Performers gave 
up many an out-of-town booking just 
to be in the Big City and closer to those 
powers that made arrangements for 
screen tests. And thousands were suc- 
cessful in having their mugs and tal- 
ents filmed. But what happened? Prac- 
tically nothing. 

After striving for months to get one’s 
self on celluloid, there were many more 
months of anxious waiting for word 
from the Coast. And nearly always the 
answer was the same, “N. g.; too much 
like vaudeville.” 

Today, agents and personal managers 
know better than to seek screen tests in 
the East. They realize that that is the 
quickest way to ruin the chances of a 
bright prospect. Besides the time and 
ted tape that such a move would mean, 
the probable judgment of “no possi- 
bilities” that a variety performer may 
get with his first attempt in a strange 
medium will for a long time be held 
against him. It will label him and it 
may take months or years to overcome 
it as far as picture possibilities go. 

If an agent thinks he has something 
Worth plugging today he would rather 
advance money for fare to the Coast and 
attempt to impress producers and scouts 
out there, or else spot his act in cabarets 
Where the act can be seen by the “right 
People” and under favorable conditions. 

Warner has seen the light, and 
dropped screen testing in the Eastern 
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studios some months back. The fruits 
of countless tests were so meager that 
the $500 to $1,200 necessary for each in- 
dividual test was considered a total 
waste. Today, Warner saves several hun- 
dred dollars on each hopeful by having 
them go to their Coast studios for their 
test, paying for round-trip tickets. Sav- 
ing would result from not having to 
assemble a complete lineup of prop men 
and directors for each and every test, as 
is the case in the Eastern studios. War- 
ners’ Vitaphone studios here, however, 
occasionally resort to group filmings, as- 
sembling a number of prospects for one 
shooting and assigning them small parts 
from a play or sketch. 


Hub’s Dull Week 


BOSTON, Dec. 25.—Scheduled to run 
thru January 1, You Can’t Take It With 
You (Plymouth), bowed out last Satur- 
day (18) after 15 weeks. Take around 
$6,000, not bad for the 15th frame; cus- 
tomers who wanted to see the comedy 
scurried to the b. o. that week when 
the surprise announcement came out. 
Said that Take was pulled out prema- 
turely because Sam H. Harris wanted to 
get the company measured for road 
work. Could have easily stayed thru its 
original penciling. Nut was small and 
take was assured for profit. 

Breathing spell for Shubert staff be- 
gan Monday (20), public getting down to 
last-minute yule shopping. 

Tonight will be big, with two openings 
keeping the critics on the hot foot, with 
the public getting readers on one or the 
other several days after opening. Physi- 
cal impossibility to cover both on same 
night, and seldom do tne by-line boys 
and girls allow second-string reviews. 

New show at the Shubert is Marianne 
Brown Waters’ Right This Way, with 
Guy Roberston, Tamara and Joe E. Lewis. 
Charlotte Greenwood comes in to the 
Wilburn with Leaning on Letty. Both 
these Christmas debuts will hold over 
thru the New Year. 


FORREST THEATRE 
49th St., West of Broadway 
In Association With Jack Kirkland 


JAMES BARTON 
“TOBACCO ROAD” 


by Jack Kirkland 


Based on Erskine Caldwell’s Novel 


SAM H. GRISMAN 


says 
BELASCO THEATRE 


44th St., East of Broadway 
Group Theatre 


presents 


“GOLDEN BOY” 


Clifford Odets 


WINDSOR THEATRE 
48th St., East of Broadway 
Sam H. Grisman 


FULTON THEATRE 
46th St., West of Broadway 


Walter Craig 


The Mercury Theatre presents 
Procuetion “ONE THING 

“CRADLE WILL ROCK” AFTER ANOTHER” 
Mare - AS AO 

HUDSON THEATRE On Tour 

vn tatoo | TOBACCO ROAD” 
presents with 
“WESTERN WATERS” gegen 


Palm Springs, Calif., New Year’s Eve 


NOW IN REHEARSAL 
Kirkland and Grisman 
present 


“TORTILLA FLAT” 


by 
Jack Kirkland 
Based on John Steinbeck’s Novel 
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GREETINGS FOR A 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 


AMERICAN ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC ARTS 


FOUNDED IN 1884 BY FRANKLIN H. SARGENT 
Tue foremost institution for Dramatic and Expressional Training in 
America. The courses of the Academy furnish the essential preparation 
for Teaching and Directing as well as for Acting. 
WINTER TERM BEGINS JANUARY 17TH 
AANA Fon CATALOG Address Secretary, Room 175, CARNEGIE HALL, NEW york J/// 


Thank You for Mentioning The Billboard. 
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Broadway hobby second only to 

writing articles about going to 

Hollywood. I am not an excep- 
tion to either hobby. 


The reasons why people go to Holly- 
wood are all of a very similar cut. 
Making pictures is one of the largest 
industries in the United States; making 
plays, one of the minutest. Hollywood 
therefore presents a far greater scope. 
So it is obvious that if one wants to 
make money or have greater opportu- 
nities or a wider audience pictures are 
the thing. 


All that is fairly apparent. It is 
apparent, too, that if a play is seen by 
a paying audience of 100,000 it is defi- 
nitely considered to be in the hit class, 
whereas the audience of an average pic- 
ture runs into the millions; that the 
technical achievements of the stage are 
pitiably small as opposed to pictures, 
since the smallest “B” picture is a 
thousandfold more intricate, technically, 
than any spectacle ever conceived by 
Max Reinhardt or Billy Rose; that while 
a picture can be a failure, it still is 
guaranteed a run thru its distributing 
outlet and therefore does not run the 
danger of being packed off to the 
cinematic equivalent of Cain’s after two 
or three performances. 


“Love the Art. . .” 

To repeat, we know all that, but it 
still does not explain why men who have 
given their lives and their love to the 
theater should, with uncomfortable con- 
sistency, pack their belongings and 
march off to Hollywood—men who have 
tried to live by that auotation of Mar- 
cus Aurelius’ which graces the stationery 
of Actors’ Equity: “Love the art, poor 
as it may be, which thou hast learned, 
and be content with it... .” 


I remember when it was quite the 
thing to refer to pictures as a vacuous 
two-dimensional art. Now the same 
people hotly discuss the relative merits 
of the stage and screen versions of a 
Dead End or perhaps the shrewd artistry 
that went into the making of an It Hap- 
pened Onc Night. It can no longer be 
said that one is deserting art for money. 
It is now a matter of going. from one 
artistic medium to another—and being 
paid well for the privilege! Nor are 
they even antagonistic arts, being com- 
petitive only in the sense that their 
audiences may overlap. 


The theater is in a voicanic state 
and I have no doubt that it will in 
time settle and synthesize into some 
form of stability. It will in time use 
rather then dissipate its talents. It will 
find its correct and important niehe in 
people’s lives, for the theater is a great 
and a vital art. But all that does not 
concern this discussion. The fact re- 
mains that at present the raising or 
lowering of steel by a few points has a 
direct effect on whether a walk-on, 
director or producer will or will not 
work. If an actor or production man 
can afford to stay in the theater either 
thru special ability, willingness or luck, 
why, then, fine; but if he has the op- 
portunity to go to Hollywood then more 
power to him! 


Fortunate People of Theater 

In a sense, and in a very special sense, 
writers and actors are the fortunate 
people of the theater. A writer knows 
his method of procedure. His job is 
first to write a play and then submit 
it to an office and wait for its accept- 
ance or refusal. His chances for selling 
the play are another matter. Similarly, 
an actor knows he has but to visit the 


Ge to Hollywood seems to be @ 


(44th Anniversary) 
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Swan 


|| producers. 


and matters cinematic. 
forth in the accompanying article. 


various agencies and producers and ask 
for a job. Once again it is an entirely 
different matter whether or not the 
actor gets the job—should there be one. 
But the young blood desiring to become 
a director or producer, let us say, has 
the additional quaint problem of not 
having the faintest notion of how to go 
about it. 


If there were, by way of argument, 
n established national theater there 
would be an established method for 
reaching a certain status. There would 
be a certain recognized apprenticeship 
to serve over an established period, and 
should the student have any talent he 
would ultimately reach his desire. The 
lack of any such course of procedure 
serves only to discourage talent that 
would enter the theater. And those who 
do defy this lack and do enter the 
theater find for the very great majority 
lean pickings. They find, in addition, 
that once they are in the theater they 
have no way to develop themselves. At 
this point the writer and actor also join 
the ranks, for their development also is 
being discouraged rather than encour- 
aged. They may sell a play or get a 
job or two, but (I speak always of the 
majority) they find themselves in the 
same spot as before they sold that play 
or got that job. No one is interested 
in teaching or developing them, and they 
are forgotten until the slim chance 
arises that there is another part or 
another play that some manager may be 
interested in. The manager has to make 
money to live. He can therefore neither 
subsidize nor develop people he may be 
interested in but is forced to use them 
only insofar as an immediate production 
may be concerned. 


As a producer, I know the difficulties 
encountered in looking for worth-while 
scripts, in finding a director we can be 
sure of or in assessing the ability of an 
actor on the haphazard basis of one or 
two past performances or an “office 
reading.” 


Able People Needed 

The theater must have more people 
with proven ability, and the only way 
that can be done is by giving them the 
opportunity to prove themselves. The 
theater must, of necessity, stay in a 
state of turmoil until some method is 
found for doing this. 


On the other hand, the moving pic- 
ture is a settled industry. As every art, 
it is continually developing, but it has 
its method. It has its numerous talent 
scouts going to every possible place and 
looking for potential talent, ready when 
they believe they have “find” to op- 
tion services. Each m@jor concern has 
its junior writers, its Schools and some 
method of graduation from one position 

‘ 


: “By Sidney Harmon 


Sidney Harmon is one of the most successful of the younger legit 
He broke into the theater selling advertising for the Theater 
|| Guild Magazine, but soon joined the production ranks with a presentation 
at the old Provincetown Playhouse in Greenwich Village, a spectacular affair 
that set its backer back for a sum that almost reached 
the $100 mark. A little later, however, combining 
with Shep Traube and Walter Hart, he presented 
Precedent at the same ex-stable. 
success d’estime and started Harmon on his way. 
Coming up to Broadway for a solo production, he did 
Bloodstream, which got him more hosannas than 
shekels, and then combined with James R. Ullman 
to do Far-Away Horses. 
the Group Theater on Men in White (Pulitzer Prize) 
and also did The Milky Way and Birthday. Alone 
again, Harmon did The Body Beautiful and, in as- 
sociation with the Actors’ Repertory Company, 200 
Were Chosen. This season he teamed with T. Ed- 
ward Hambleton to present Robin Landing, which 
made its brief Broadway appearance just before Sidney left for the Coast 
Reasons for his alliance with Paramount are set 
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Precedent was a 


The two collaborated with 


to another. It may be inefficient, it 
may be made difficult because of red 
tape or nepotism and it may be unfair, 
but it is a method. It is often pointed 
out that the picture industry is suf- 
fering from over-competition, far more 
than the stage. While this may be true, 
it is also true that the competitors have 
at least the satisfaction of knowing 
that if they did not get the job some- 
one did get it, and that that someone 
has the definite chance of making a 
valid success of his life. And this is 
more than can be said for the theater, 
which has been suffering from mal- 
nutrition for some time now. 


Producer Problems Awe-Inspiring 

As a producer of plays, I am best ac- 
quainted with the manifold problems 
and difficulties that confront a pro- 
ducer. The difficulties are awe-inspiring, 
especially when, to put it bluntly, the 
producer has neither a George Kaufman 
nor a Maxwell Anderson in his stable 
and when he has not an unlimited bank 
roll at his disposal. 


The odds against the average producer 
are tremendous. He ts expected to find 
a good play when none come into, his 
office. He has to convince an author to 
give him a good script in preference to 
one of the few major producers, and he 
has to do it with the author fully aware 
that he must subsequently go out and 
try to find money for the production. 
More often than not this can be done 
only when the idea for the play is the 
producer’s or when he makes a sub- 
stantial story contribution to the script 
—thereby giving him a _ preferential 
option. 


That Money Problem 

Once the producer has found a play 
he likes, he must find money for the 
option and then he starts the mad 
scramble for backing. If and when he 
does find this backing (this process alone 
could fill a book) the producer is faced 
with the problem of convincing some 
name to act in his play rather than in 
a Guild play or one by Maxwell Ander- 
son; or perhaps he can find spurious 
arguments as to why it would be much 
better for a Hollywood star to be in the 
play at a few hundred a week rather 
than in Hollywood at a few thousand a 
week. Then to find a good director, de- 
signer and theater (the producer’s share 
has dwindled to almost nothing by this 
point) and finally to correlate the pro- 
duction and to end up with the hit. 

While all this is going on (it may 
take months—years in some cases) the 
producer must cover his many office and 
personal living expenses. 

The difficulties of the producer are 
legion, but then they learn to thilve on 
difficulties and, like their co-workers, 
they love the business. The real reason 


for the so-called theatrical desertions 
is not that the theater is an uphill 
struggle but that it is an unaccountable 
one—a gamble perhaps more precarious 
than horse ‘racing. 

Be that as it may, I wish to say “ay 
revoir” to the theater and “hello” to 
Hollywood. 


WE CAN TAKE tT—— 
(Continued from page 60) 
demand for New York shows, as witness 
the success of the score or more shows 

on the road at present. 

There is a crying need for an idea 
something on the order of the one I 
have outlined. Theater-minded people 
with whom I talked this summer are 
anxious for some plan which will knit 
more closely the Broadway theater and 
their own. 


Vitality of Drama Groups 

Really, on returning from my Western 
trip I was immensely stimulated by the 
youth, the vitality of the drama groups 
thruout the country. I feel that great 
opportunities await the present-day 
worker in the theater. As Christopher 
Morley has Shakespeare say when the 
Bard visits the present-day theater in 
Mr. Morley’s delightful play Good 
Theater: 


“Oh, Halidom, to think what these (we 
of the theater) could do, 

‘New fangles and devices for the scene 

And women—female women—on the 
board 

To play their lovely, elvish, tragic part 

And draw the little nerves of tender 
feeling 

So tight, so strange. Lord, Lord, what 
truths and triumphs 

Are promised for the workmen in this 
craft. 


“Oh, to be actual of it once again— 

Methinks we still might move a heart 
or two 

And not o’ergild the fable.” 


It is the duty of us who are “actual 
of it” to co-operate with young people 
who have ideas, who want t6 create, as 
they are demonstrating in many groups 
in the nation, as Orson Welles is doing 
in New York with his production of 
Julius Caesar. 

As you can see by now, I’m keenly in- 
terested in the theater west of the Hud- 
son. I mean to maintain that interest 
by keeping in close touch with as many 
of these groups as possible. There's 
nothing like youth and health to make 
one feel young and healthy. And that’s 
just what I derive from the drama 
groups spread over this land. These 
groups are going places fast and I 
strongly recommend that we in New 
York go along with them, for they 
show remarkably the national theat- 
rical trend. 


American Theater’s Fine Work 

It’s high time anyway, I think, that 
we study our American theater. For a 
good number of years now a good num- 
ber of us apparently have been hypno- 
tized by anything that smacks of the 
foreign theater. How can students of 
the theater help neglecting the Ameri- 
can theater when our foremost publica- 
tions seem to ignore anything west of 
the Azores? It’s about time we all begin 
to realize in studying the theater that 
some pretty fine work is being done by 
such United States citizens as Maxwell 
Anderson, Paul Green, Sidney Howard, 
Albert Johnson, 
Katharine Cornell, Jo Mielziner, Burgess 
Meredith, Welles (Orson and Halstead 
etc. It is fine to study the EuropeaR 
theater, but not to the exclusion of 
our own. This seems to be my opinion 
alone, like a number of other opinions 


expressed here, but somehow I like my 
opinions. 


And one more opinion: If we recognize 
the rebirth of the demand for good 
theater and if we co-operate with worthy 
movements such as the American Thea- 
ter Council and if we seriously build 
for the future of a new, vigorous Ameri- 
can theater—there will be things for 
present-day theater lovers to reminisce’ 
about! 


Worthington Miner, ai 
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“Under Suspicion” 
(COLUMBIA) 

Time, 65 minutes. Release date, De- 
cember 16. Screen play by Joseph Hoff- 
man and Jefferson Parker, from a story 
by Philip Wylie. Directed by Lewis D. 
Collins. Cast: Jack Holt, Katherine 
De Mille, Luis Alberni, Rosalind Keith, 
purnell Pratt, Maurice Murphy, Morgan 
Wallace, Granville Bates and others. 
Reviewed at the Globe, New York. 

What starts out as a novel piece of 
intrigue with touches of social con- 
sciousness peters out into just another 
whodunit, or rather who-will-do-it. Holt 
jis an automobile tycoon who decides 
to retire to his hunting lodge and hand 
over his plant to the workers therein. 
Various interests who would be damaged 
by this move are involved in two at- 
tempts to kill Holt before he can con- 
summate the deal by signing the papers. 

In order to find out which one of 
the dozen or c people who stand to 
profit by his d:ath is the Borgia, Holt 
invites the ga’ ; up to his lodge for a 
murder-part, and sticks his neck out 
to draw their gunfire. Plot is funda- 
mentally sound and novel and should 
have turned out to be exciting. 

However, after the first five minutes 
logic, artistic necessity and characteri- 
zation are thrown to the winds, and 
the tale unreels with the stock myster- 
ious shots from the dark, feminine 
screams and hairbreadth escapes. Only 
the shots, screams, escapes, etc, are 
produced in a slow and dull manner. 

Acting is average, except for K ther- 
ine De Mille, who turns out a suave ard 
careful performance as the rich stock- 
holder afraid of losing her money. 

Maurice Zolotow. 


‘Charlie Chan at Monte Carlo’ 
(20TH CENTURY-FOX) 

Time, 65 minutes. Release datc, Feb- 
ruary 4. Sereen play by Charles Belden 
and Jerry Cady, from a story by Robert 
Ellis an@ Helen Logan, Directed by 
Eugene Forde. Cast: Warner Oland, 
Keye Luke, Sidney Blackmer, Harold 
Huber and others. Reviewed at the 
Rory Theater, New York. 

Seventeenth in the series of Chan 
mysteries, this thriller is no more ana 
no less than preceding episodes. That 
is, you'll find this interesting if you 
care for this type of entertainment. 
With his usual unperturbed suavity, 
Oland, as the Celestial Holmes, unravels 
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Hundreds of men are making big 
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@ couple of murders, breaks up a bond- 
snatching combine and confounds both 
friends and enemies with his inimitable 
sleuthing. Whether it be on Broadway, 
a@ race track in Florida or in the gam- 
bling casinos of Monte Carlo, as in this 
case, Charlie Chan can be counted on 
for @ meaningful yet suspense-filled 
matter of fact diffidence to baffling and 
swiftly moving catastrophes, but also a 
gentle “correction, please” that turns up 
with all the answers at the right time. 

Comedy angle is unusually well played 
up in this installment. Keye Luke, 
“number one son,” does a swell job 
exercising his classroom French on. the 
natives, besides resorting to his usual 
blundering, quick-to-conclusion tan- 
gents. Harold Huber, heretofore seen 
mainly as a “menace,” brings to the 
surface an unsuspected and delightful 
flair for the light comic as the French- 
speaking chief of police. The rest of 
the cast is entirely adequate. 

Picture is entertaining enough in 
itself but not quite strong enough to 
hold up the caliber for a first-run house. 
Should turn out to be an excellent half 
for any twin bill set-up. George Colson. 


“The Shadow” 
(COLUMBIA) 


Time, 59 minutes. Release date, De- 
cember 9. Screen play by Arthur T. Hor- 
man, from a story by Milton Raison. Di- 
rected by Charles C. Coleman. Cast: 
Rita Heyworth, Charles Quigley, Mare 
Lawrence, Arthur Loft, Dick Curtis, 
Vernon Dent, Marjorie Main, Donald 
Kirk, Dwight Frye and others. Reviewed 
at the Rialto, New York. 


There is a character called Dutch 
Schultz in this mystery meller. He has 
no more to do with the famous Man- 
hattan gangster than the title has to do 
with the Shadow of pulp and radio 
fame. This Shadow is merely a creature 
robed in black who flits about the night 
blowing poisoned darts into people's 
chests. Locale of the Shadow’s opera- 
tions is a circus and carnival. Neither 
the background nor the circus types 
come thru with any sharpness or kick. 
Altho there is an attempt made to create 
an atmosphere of eerie horror, the blood- 
curdling imagination of, “say, a Tod 
Browning is absent and the film lags and 
toddles along wearily. 

The only successful Lon Chaney touch 
is @ murderous-looking hunchback with 
hate in his heart. Most likely and in- 
teresting suspect for the role of killer, 
— hunchback is soon rubbed out him- 
Belf. 

What is wrong with this picture as 
horror stuff is that it comes too much 
out into the daylight. Just when the 
tension has been built up you are 
dropped into a logical discussion of the 
situation taking place in the privilege 
car. Identity of the killer is successfully 
concealed and solution has a slight kick. 

But a large audience seemed to take 
all the melodrama jocularly. 

Maurice Zolotow. 


Roosevelt Names 
Delegates to ICC 


WASHINGTON, Dec. 25. — President 
Roosevelt last week appointed as dele- 
gates to the International Conference 
on Communications Senator Wallace H. 
White Jr.; Francis C. De Wolf, of the 
State Department; Rear Admiral Stan- 
ford C, Hooper, of the Navy, and Ewell K. 
Jett, of the Federal Communications 
Commission. To accompany the official 
delegates the President named L. H. 
Simson, of the Department of Commerce; 
Commander J. F. Farley, of the Coast 
Guards; Commander Joseph R. Redman, 
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of the Navy, and Col. D. M. Crawford, of 
the Army, as technical adviser. Gerald 
C. Gross, William O. Butts, Commander 
E. M. Webster and M. H. Woodward, all 
of the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, were also added to the staff as 
technical advisers. The conference will 
convene this coming February at Cairo, 
Egypt, and is scheduled to run for about 
three months. 


Wilmington Local Elects 
WILMINGTON, Del., Dec. 25.—Officers, 

members of the executive board and 

trustees of the International Alliance 


The Billboard 63 


Theatrical Stage Employees, Loca! 284, 
of Wilmington, were elected here for tne 
coming year. New officers are: President, 
James A. Berry; vice-president, Albert 
Wilson; treasurer, Howard Oster; finan- 
cial and corresponding secretary, George 
A. Joseph; recording secretary, Joseph 
E. Cole; sergeant at arms, Harry Chap- 
man; business manager, Frank Pappa. 
Members to the executive board are John 
Kelleher, James Mackin, William Orr and 
John Behringer. New trustees are 
George Doto and Herman Schechinger. 

New officers will be installed at the 
January meeting. 


FROM OUT FRONT 
(Continued from page 58) 
he’s really trying to learn to write a play; and to Morris Carnovsky, for a typically 
detailed, authentic and effective Carnoveky characterization as the Italian father 
in the same play. 


To George M. Cohan for pretending to be George M. Cohan pretending to be the 
President of the United States pretending to be Franklin D. Roosevelt pretending to 
be the President of the United States, in I'd Rather Be Right, which would have 
been a lot funnier and more effective if an over-enthusiastic Sam Harris press 
department hadn’t released all of its best songs and gags before the premiere; to 
Georgie Tapps, for amazing tap dancing that equals the best in the field, in the 
same show: to Mary Jane Walsh, in the same show, for being the most personable, 
charming and effective song saleslady to come to Broadway in, many a dull year; 
to Martin Gabel, for his excellent characterization of Cassius in the Mercury 
Theater production that is advertised as Julius Caesar, wherein Orson Welles tried 
to do full honor to the play by ruthlessly hacking the script to pieces, and in which 
tremendous illusory art is served by allowing the customers to look at the bare 
bricks in the wall of the theater; to Hiram Sherman, for his human and believable 
Casca in the same production; to Muriel Brassler, whose tender and sensitive play- 
ing makes her one short scene as Portia stand out above all the studiously artistic 
rigmarole that surrounds her, also in the same production; and to Fania Marinoff, 
whose excellent work in a small role at least offered an example of acting to em- 
battled playgoers at the Tallulah Bankhead version of Antony and Cleopatra, which 
should have been subtitled Sadie Thompson in Egypt. 


To James Bell, for his strong and sincere pretending in Too Many Heroes, an 
henest and exciting discussion of lynch law that was itself lynched by the same 
high-minded appraisers who practically slobbered in their eagerness to heap adula- 
tion upon the odd Mercury Caesar; to the always dependable Shirley Booth and the 
always dependable Clyde Franklin, who gave Mr. Bell excellent support in the 
above-mentioned two-way tragedy; to Harold Vermilyea, for honest, sturdy, im- 
mensely affecting work as the unfortunate husband in the Theater Guild produc- 
tion of a dramatization of Mme. Bovary, wherein customers were treated to proof 
of the paradoxical truism that a lady who is three-dimensional between book 
covers may appear only two dimensional on a stage; to that beloved veteran, Al 
Shean, for his glowing, humorous, tender portrayal of a gentle but perniciously 
medieval monk in Father Malachy’s Miracle, the great on-again-off-again-on-again 
production of Delos Chappell; to St. Claire Bayfield, for a fine, sturdy representation 
of a Scotch Catholic bishop in the same play: to Will Geer, who brought, thru his 
artistry, the only sympathy to be found in that valueless emanation of a well-known 
writer-of-words-on-washroom-walls, Of Mice and Men, a drama with a plot at 
which both Laura Jean Libby and Dion Boucicault would have shied, which re- 
ceived critical raves for its allegedly splendid realism simply because it covered its 
sentimentality with a coating of trite and puerile filth; to Broderick Crawford 
in the same opus, for his fine playing of the practically unplayable role of the gentlé 
but homicidal idiot; and to John F. Hamilton, another unfortunate caught up 
ir? the .play’s feeble toils, for a fine character portrayal. 


To Louis Calhern, for a polished and altogether right performance in Robin 
Landing, a fine poetic drama that was mercilessly panned because the boys, after 
years of reviewing, still can’t tell the difference between a director and a script; 
to Pred Stewart, in the same play, for eerily unbelievable effect in the tremen- 
dously difficult role of an early Kentucky half-wit; to five players in The Ghost of 
Yankee Doodle, an absorbing and intellectually exciting discussion of many current 
problems; to Ethel Barrymore, the one and only First Lady of the theater, whose 
brilliant, golden sun once more puts all pretenders to the title into the deep shade: 
to Prank Conroy and Eliot Cabot for straightforward and fine performances; to 
Barbara Robbins for a sensitive and effective portrait of a young girl; and to 
Richard Carlson, most promising of all our juveniles. 


To Rex O'Malley. for a glittering, scintillating, sparkling performance in the 
excellent but critically ham-strung Merely Murder; to Ed Wynn, for being funnier 
than ever beforé—which means very, very funny, indeed—in that maundering and 
pointless musical that was entitled, with a touch of genius, Hooray for What; to 
Paul Haakon, who displays his superlative dancing ability in the same show; to 
Ina Claire, for her brilliant effort to give life to that quaint and self-conscious 
Victorian bric-a-brac known as Barchester Towers; to John Williams and J. M. 
Kerrigan, in the same play, the first for his amazingly right pleying which brought 
fine effect from a very wrong part, and the second for the quiet artistry with which 
he gives life and amusement to the long dull reaches of an appalling second act; 
and to a quintet from that ill-fated drama of the Spanish revolution, Siege, which 
allowed Irwin Shaw to prove that he was ridiculously overrated on the basis of 
Bury the Dead and Norman Bel Geddes to prove again that a set is more important 
to him than a play; to William Edmunds, for his glowing, sincere, simple and lovely 
poftrayal of a naive peasant; to Harold Moffet, for his sturdy, honest, courageous 
peasant leader; to J. Hammond Dailey, for his authoritative, quietly effective 
mayor; to Hunter Gardner, for his intelligent, clear and splendidly etched pacifist; 
and to Jackson Halliday, for his colorful and immensely effective guitar player. 


To Cornelia Otis Skinner, for one of the most amazing tours de force of the 
current theatrical generation, which was at the same time far more than that—her 
multiple characterization in Edna His Wife, an entire novel dramatized in terms of 
a single periormer,. and magnificently played by Miss Skinner as a solo appearance; 
to Sylvia Field, for the depth, sincerity and fine technique she brought to the rou- 
tine ingenue of Something for Nothing, an unobtrusive and amusing little play 
that was ruthlessly slaughtered by its reviews; to Valerie Taylor, a grand performer, 
for her effective and dexterous skating over the thin ice of Love of Women, which 
would have liked to have been a play about Lesbianism, but abashedly found itself 
lacking the courage to be; to Hugh Sinclair, one of the finest performers on the 
English-speaking stage, for his splendid work in the same half-veiled French post- 
card; to Alan Bunce, for his straightforward efforts to bring some effect to the 
mechanical melodrama of Tell Me, Pretty Maiden, a sort of dramatic jigsaw puzzle 
without a jigsaw puzzle’s interest; and, finally, to the entire cast, management and 
list of authors of that surprise smash of the season, the ILGWU Players’ Pins and 
Needles, a review which, acted by amateurs and presented by the International 
Ladies’ Garment Workers’ Union, took the town by storm, and stands as easily the 
best musical in many seasons—to Charles Priedman and others connected with 
the direction, to the entire cast, and particularly to Harold J. Rome, the young 
man who wrote miost of the words and music and who, as a result, is this corner’s 
choice for top man in the entire musical field. 

A Merry Christmas, a Happy New Year and many thanks to them all. 
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Circle Biz Good 
For Bruce Troupe 


HUTCHINSON, Kan., Dec. 25.—Wallace 
Bruce Players, circle stock company, are 
enjoying good patronage this winter in 
six Central Kansas towns, playing every 
night except Sunday. 

Hutchinson is headquarters and other 
towns in the circle are Canton, Pea- 
body, St. Johns, Lyons and Halstead. 
A new play is presented each week, with 
vaudeville between acts. In addition, 
company is staging a half-hour radio 
-broadcast for a commercial firm over 
KWBG, Hutchinson, each Wednesday 
night, with Wallace Bruce as master of 
ceremonies. 

In the company are Mr. and Mrs. 
Wallace Bruce, Jack Campbell, Ila Ferne 
Campbell, Hugh Philpot, Blanche Stern, 
Frank Hill and Bert Dexter, all veterans. 
Hill has been with Bruce 15 years; 
Blanche Stern, Dexter and the Camp- 
bells are in their fifth year with him. 

Bruce has been playing this territory 
for seven seasons in circle stock and had 
four weeks this fall in the Midland 
Theater, local Fox theater. Troupe plays 
Western Kansas under canvas in the 
summer. , 


Havworth Players Set 
In Six N. C. Towns 


HICKORY, N. C., Dec. 25.—“SeaBee” 
Hayworth Players, who recently began 
on a circle out of this city, now have 
six North Carolina cities on their books, 
working the Liberty Theater, North 
Wilkesboro, Mondays; New State, New- 
ton, Tuesdays; Piedmont, Spruce Pine, 
Wednesdays; Strand, Cherryville, Thurs- 
days: Carolina, Asheboro, Fridays, and 
the Paramount, here, Saturdays. 

While business over the circuit started. 
off somewhat slowly, business has shown 
a marked improvement in the last two 
weeks, Hayworth reports. Don Phillips, 
pienist, and Earl Larue, leading man, 
are recent additions to the Hayworth 
roster. 


Heffner To Purchase 
New Motor Equipment 


VALDOSTA, Ga., Dec. 25.— Jimmie 
Heffner, manager of the Heffner-Vinson 
Show, which closed its canvas trek at 
Fernandina, Fla., is here supervising the 
storage of the show’s equipment for the 
winter. Mr. and Mrs. Heffner will head 
out of here next week for Florida and 
their annual vacation. 

Work in preparation for next season 
will begin at winter quarters here 
around the middle of January. Show 
will begin its 1938 tent tour near Val- 
dosta some time in March. In addition 
to making numerous improvements and 
additions to the show’s equipment, Man- 
ager Heffner will purchase a new fleet of 
trucks to replace the present motor 
equipment. 


Chick Boyes Has Two Circles 


LINCOLN, Neb., Dec. 27.—Chick Boyes 
has two circles in Western Nebraska. 
One is homing in Hebron and the other 
in Sidney. Hebron territory, Chick's 
home country, is only going fair, but the 
Sidney-Julesburg territory is not bad. 
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Managers-Players! 


All managers and performers are 
invited to contribute news items to 
this page. It is our aim and purpose 
to make this department as interest- 
ing and helpful as possible. We can 
do that only if we have the co-opera- 
tion of the managers and players in 
the field. In sending in news items 
all that we ask is that you confine 
yourself to facts and that you keep 
your ocmmunications brief and to the 
point. It isn’t necessary to write a 
long letter; a postcard will do. May 
we have your co-operation? 


Menke Resumes in St. Louis; 
Golden Rod Business Okeh 


ST. LOUIS, Dec. 25.—Capt. J. W. 
Menke’s Golden Rod Showboat has re- 
sumed operation here, after being forced 
to shut down most of last week due to 
cold weather, which caused the steep 
levee approach to the boat to be cov- 
ered with a solid sheet of ice, making 
parking and access to the boat almost 
impossible. 

Business for the Golden Rod has been 
tops in recent weeks, with Captain 
Menke determined to keep the craft tied 
up here just as long as the crowds con- 
tinue to come, 


C. T. HARMOUNT, veteran “Tom” 
showman, writes from his Ohio head- 
quarters that he’s choosing a cast for 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, which he expects to 
launch in the near future. With s0 
many of the old “Tom” people gone, 
Harmount feels that it will be quite a 
task to gather real talent. 


Conducted by BILL SACHS—— Communications to 25 Opera Place, Circa, 0. SS= 


Rep Ripples 


ROY AND RICCA HUGHES, veteran 
repertorians and former partners with 
Billy Wehle in the operation of Billroy’s 
Comedians, are now residing in Los 
Angeles. 


IN THE ROSTER of “SeaBee” Hay- 
worth’s new North Carolina circle are, 


besides Hayworth, Marion Andrews, Bess . 


Henderson, Pauline Hensley, Johnny 
Persley, Josephine Royster, Dick Royster, 
Jack Winston, George Henderson and 
Jake Kokinski and his ork. Hayworth 
is making Hickory, N. C., his base. 


GEORGE F. BARNES’ Comedians, 
touring the Lone Star State on week 
stands, comprise Pat O’Brien, Dan F. 
Rowe, Barney Rowe, Uncle Si Parks, 
Gertrude Walsh, Jack Blackwell, Danny 
Rowe, Marie Rowe, Emma Barnes, King 
O’Brien, Pearl Blackwell and George F. 
Barnes. 


TOM (WILD CAT) AITON, veteran 
agent, is booking Al Hendershot’s Dixie 
Ramblers, a hillbilly combination, out 
of Macon, Ga. 


CLYDE J. WHITE, well-known rep 
agent and player, is now manager of the 
Midway Service Station and Tourist 
Camp on Route 501 at South Boston, Va, 


EDWIN WEEVER, past summer with 
the Harry Shannon Players, has been 
engaged by the Kinsey Komedy Kom- 
pany as director-performer for the com- 
ing season. At the request of Mrs. Beth 
Kinsey Miller, Weever has written two 
new plays to be presented by the Kinsey 
organization next season. They are 


Kansas City Jottings 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 25.—Glen 
and Donna McCord’s circle, which has 
been in operation for many months in 
Nebraska, closed this week. 


Mr. and Mrs. Taylor Bennett (Ivy 
Bowman) were spotted on the local 
rialto this week. 


Lee Lambe, former manager of the 
Lambe-Melrose Stock Company, is play- 
ing schoolhouses in Southern Missouri 
with an entertainment feature. 


Harry and Agnes Clarke have joined 
Ed Ward’s show in Arkansas. 


Edna Wilson, singing and dancing in- 
genue, has been held over for the second 
week at the Bowery, local nitery. 


Karl Simpson reports the earliest 
booking for the 1938 tent season, having 
signed King Felton and Company with 
Ward Hatcher’s Comedians, to open 
about May 1 


Jean Gibbons, former ingenue with 
the Jack Vivian Show, is vacationing in 
the East during the holidays. 


Jack Case, whose company is playing 
North Missouri and Kansas spots. is 
making plans to head south in a few 
weeks. 


Tom Coulthard and Etta DeVoto, for- 
mer Midwest leading team, are now lo- 
cated permanently in Chicago, working 
in commercial iines. 


Fred and Lylyan Poole, who have been 
doing well in schools this fall with their 
educational entertainment feature, are 
laying off during the holidays. 


Joe Barbera, well known in Midwest 
theatrical circles, was spotted on the 
main drag here this week. 


Arthur Kelly, past summer with Biehl 
Sisters’ Stock Company, left here re- 
cently to join Ted North Players in stock 
at the Capitol Theater, Topeka, Kan. 


Herbert Walters, manager of Walter’ 
Comedians, arrived here this week after 
closing his circle in Oklahoma. No plans. 
for the future have been announced ex- 
cept that he will be out again next 
spring for his annual tent tour. 


Bob Feagin reports good business on 
his Iowa circle and is operating right 
thru the holidays. 


Leo and Maxine Lacey have joined Nig 
Allen’s circle, slated to open this week 
in Kansas. 


Miles Little, former Midwest leading 
man, is now manager of the South Pasa- 
dena (Calif.) Little Theater Group. 


Lawrence Deming, after closing a long 
engagement with Hull’s Comedians, ar- 
rived here this week to spend the 
holidays. 


Mr. and Mrs. Hal Stone, managers of 
Stone’s Comedians, are wintering in 
Plorida. 


Parks Johnson has leased The G Man 
= play a string of one-nighters thru 
owa. 


Miles A. Pryor is again in our midst 
after a three months’ trip thru the East. 


Cliff and Helen Carl, who formerly 
conducted their own show, have closed 
with the Aulger Bros.’ Comedians. 


Bradford Crandall was this week fea- 
tured as Scrooge in Dickens’ A Christmas 
Carol over Station WDAF, The Star’s 
Kansas City station. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Schaaf, who have 
been with Freddie Poole’s Educational 
Revue this fall, left here this week to 
spend the holidays with friends and 
relatives in Little Rock, Ark. 


Clyde Kingdon was a recent visitor on 
the Sid Kingdon Show, circling in 
Northern Missouri. Clyde is a brother 
to Sid and the two formerly conducted 
a tent show in Kansas. 


Mr. ana Mrs. E. C. Bickford, who re- 
cently closed with Eddie Hart’s Come- 
‘dians, are spending the holidays here. 


Mr. and Mrs. Larry Wilson were visi- 
tors here for two weeks with Wilson’s 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Al Wilson. Larry, 
formerly a Midwest juvenile man, is now 
connected with a cereal company in 
Battle Creek, Mich. 


Wally Stephens, comedian, is now en- 
gaged in commercial lines in this ter- 
ritory. 


Bush Burrichter and Trixie Maskew, 
who recently closed with Darr-Gray 
Company at Jackson, Miss., sojourned 
briefly in the village this week en route 
to join Chick Boyes’ circle in Nebraska. 


January 1, 1938 


titled The Mystery Child and Thirty 
Days in Jail, a comedy. Former wil] 
feature 7-year-old Kinsey Travis. 


MAURICE LUCKETT has returned to 
his home in Eddyville, Ky., following the 
closing of the Prank and Eleanor Wil- 
liams Show. Company reopened Decem. 
ber 8 at Edwardsville, Ill., but was forced 
to fold after two weeks of bad weather 
and impossible business. 


OTIS L, OLIVER, vacationing in Beau- 
mont, Tex., over the holidays, will re- 
sume with his food and charm-school 
show shortly after January 1. 


NORBERT LOCKE is now associated 
with the Bob Pollard Players, working a 
lyceum circuit. 


SKIP DEAN, for the last 20 seasons 
with the M. & M. Show under canvas, 
has just completed his fourth consecu- 
tive season as Santa Claus with Sears- 
Roebuck in Lincoln, Neb. 


MR. AND MRS. KEITH GINGLES, out 
all season with the Lyceum attraction 
Along Came Juliet thru the East and 
Middle West, are holidaying in Clinton, 
Ia. They will be back with Juliet when 
it resumes its tour in the Midwest 
January 11. 


ARNOLD AND THELMA KLOXIN are 
with the Nig and Jessie Allen merry- 
go-round working out of Lebanon, Kan, 


Sadler Reorganizing; 
Resumes Late in Jan. 


SWEETWATER, Tex., Dec. 25.—Harley 
and Billie Sadler aré at their home here 
for the holidays after closing their tent 
show at Brownwood, Tex., last Saturday. 

After a complete reorganization Harley 
Sadler’s Own Show will resume its can- 
vas trek\in the Lone Star State late in 
January. Rehearsals begin here Jan- 
uary 17. 


Kilgore Comedians for Stock 


DALLAS, Dec. 25.—Kilgore’s Come- 
dians, who have been playing this neck 
of the woods in recent weeks and who 
closed recently for the holiday season, 
are carded to move into a stock location 
in a Texas town shortly after the new 
year, according to word reaching here 
from a member of the show. 


Glenrays Do Christmas Show 


LINCOLN, Neb., Dec. 27. —Glenray 
Players put on a Christmas show in 
Hastings, Neb., last week. Co-oped with 
the merchants in giving toys to the 
attending youngsters. Christmas bill 
was Maggie and Jiggs and Santa Claus 
Upside Down. 


Pittsburgh Benefit Plans 


PITTSBURGH, Dec. 25.—Plans are be- 
ing formed here for a January con- 
ference between suburban indie theater 
operators and reps of IATSE and Moving 
Picture Operators’ Union, anent organiz- 
ing front-of-house employees, according 
to MPOU business agent, Lawrence Katz. 

One hundred and thirty-three theaters 
in Allegheny County now are in midst 
of holiday benefit season, giving free 
shows for underprivileged and crippled 
(See PITTSBURGH BENEFIT on page 68) 
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tu Sugats Domino 


HERE’S a little bit of ham in columnists, too. Despite our 

successful attempts thus far to suppress it, we have been 
granted a goodly share of the Westphalian variety. It is for that 
reason, perhaps, that we preface our latest remarks on benefits with 
the reminder to our select (meaning small) pub- 
as lic that this pillar was the very first within the 
precincts of the show business to raise the alarum 
against the evils of benefits. We have lived to 
see the day when all of our dire prophecies have 
come true; when benefits are infesting the metro- 
politan centers of the country like locusts; when 
every artist who has something on the ball is 
pressed, coerced, tantalized and tormented by 
benefit racketeers day and night—and when 
those in the writing fraternity who refused to 
give a thought to benefits in the old days because 
they apparently had no connection with show 
business are now aiming volleys of rhetoric 
against the persons who foster and profit from benefits. 


We have frequently stated and again we declare that there 
isn’t a cause on God’s earth that is more worthy to the actor than 
his own. While we are in accord on most points with the policies 
and administration of the Theater Authority, the theatrical indus- 
try’s benefit clearing house, we find great fault with its apparent 
disregard of its original reason for existence—wiping out benefits. 
The TA seems to be more concerned with getting its small cut of 
benefits for actors’ charities than binding together all forces of our 
business to make nine-tenths of the benefits now held impossible. 


Any actor who uses his head for purposes other than to provide 
a base for a hat realizes that the average benefit enriches everybody 
that has anything to do with it except the actor. True, the TA gets 
its cut but this does not help the actor who is neither a rank failure 
nor a definite success and who is too proud ever to call on the amuse- 
ment industry for charity. We have heard actors criticize the musi- 
cians’ union for insisting not only on being paid its minimum for 
articipating in benefits but holding up benefit sponsors for over- 
ime, too, when this is involved thru rehearsals. Instead of being 
criticized the musicians should be feted as being the only factors in 
the show business with an organization strong and smart enough 
to protect the interests of its members regardless of criticism, 
pressure and hysteria in behalf of “worthy causes.” 


We are as sympathetic as the next fellow towards starving 
Armenians, institutionalized orphans and even Christmas and 
Thanksgiving funds promoted by politicians, clubwomen, churches, 
synagogs and others. They are all grand causes, worthy of the sup- 
port of their communities. But the actor is to us the greatest cause of 
all. He is exploited, bullied, abused and constantly called upon to 
donate his talents and time in situations where one wouldn’t dare 
to ask a similar favor from a business man or a professional man. 
When the actor is hungry, broke and still proud the world has 
already forgotten about him and, sad to relate, even his old pals in 
the show business become suddenly deaf and blind. But when the 
actor is in his prime, struggling to obtain security or riding high, 
everybody tears him apart. The government refuses him tax exemp- 
tions that are granted for similar purposes to business men. Pan- 
handlers of all varieties are constantly at his heels—and the benefit 
tacketeers use every device known to human ingenuity to get him 
to play benefits. 


The benefit industry is big but illegitimate business. Very few 
of the big shows that are held in the key cities under the aegis of 
charity are quite as worthy as their unsuspecting front men tell 
the world they are. In most cases the promoters get the big cut and 
the charity advertised as the recipient gets just enough to prevent 
Squawks and exposure. 

Columnists of daily papers who permit themselves to be em- 
ployed to coerce artists to appear at benefits are not a credit to the 
profession of journalism. This applies as well to columnists who are 
recruited to emsee shows for which they obtain most of the acts. 
Whether they do it for personal glory, gain or to cater to a per- 
verted idea that they are acting in behalf of sweet charity they are 
not helping the actor whose existence as a class makes gossip 
columnizing possible. 

When the Theater Authority starts getting results—and very 
tangible results—from attempts to cut down the number of benefits 
held in the key cities; when it can show that it has made possible 
the earning of real money by actors from appearance at shows 

(See SUGAR’S DOMINO on page 68) 


£. E. SUGARMAN 


As I See It 


By DAVE VINE 


APPY NEW YEAR. . . . Well, here we are again; another year has gone 
by. The general public will tell you that it was anything but a good 
financial year. Nevertheless, we really have little to worry about. Things 
will pick up. Everything is going to be all right. I just got a wire from 
Washington that the poorhouse went into the hands of the receivers... . 
It’s true a lot of people went broke this past year; but this writer has no 
kick. Last New Year's Day all I had was $10. I didn’t let that discourage 
me; I kept my nose to the grindstone. After working hard all year long I 
just —— up and I find I’m only $8 out. I STILL HAVE TWO BUCKS 


x * % 

EVEN THO I lost $8 I did learn a lot during the year, and if you learn 
something you can’t call it a total loss. So in a holiday spirit I want to 
tell those of you who were less observing that I learned: 

as * * 

THAT newspapers are like women—they have a lot in common. They 
are both thinner than they vsed to be—they both have bold-face type— 
back numbers are not in aemand—they both have a lot of influence—and 
every man should have one of his own and not chase after his neighbor’s.... 
I learned that man is born—man grows up—man kicks the bucket—-man 
turns to dust—grass grows from dust—horses eat grass—and that, my friends, 
is why most people will never kick a horse—THEY ARE AFRAID THAT 
WILL HURT ONE OF THEIR RELATIVES. 

% % * 

THAT the world is composed of a lot of people. Half of them have 
something to say and can’t say it—and the other half have nothing to say 
and keep saying it. . . . I also got smartened to the fact that God made the 
world in six days and then rested. He then made man and rested again. 
He then made women and ever since then—UH HU UH. 

* * % 

THAT Tim and Irene on WOR have jumped seven points in their air 
rating (and they rate it). . . . George Jessel, also on WOR Sunday nights, 
has a bigger listening audience than he imagines. . . . Even tho a lot of 
comics won't like to hear it, a lot of nice things are being said about Henny 
Youngman helping plenty to build up the audience for the Kate Smith 
program (I have a cold and my ears are all stuffed up with cotton)... .I 
also learned from my editor, Mr. E. E. Sugarman, that since I started writing 
this column the circulation of The Billboard has jumped up to nine more 
ge aH * * 


THAT if girls look good in trunks, men try to get a grip on them. . . . 
A girl may be as sweet as sugar—but still not be refined. . . . The reason 
that women live longer than men is—because paint is a great preservative. 


- . . Girls can handle the beast in men—if they are cagey enough... . 
And a girl can be very sweet—IF SHE WANTS—YOU’RE TELLING ME! 
* * * 

THAT it takes a mother 20 years to make a man out of her son—then 
some dame comes along and makes a bum out of him in five minutes... . 
The eternal struggle is—keeping your earning capacity up to your wife’s 
yearning capacity. . . . Poverty is no disgrace—but that is all that can be 


said in its favor. . . . Some people don’t want to hear both sides of any- 
thing—unless it’s a victrola record. . . . And the Bible teaches us to love 
our friends, also our enemies, but I found out SOMETIMES THEY ARE 
THE SAME PEOPLE. 
* * i 

ALL these things may be true, still you must bear in mind that troubles 
and babies grow by nutsing them. . . . What's more, you have a lot to be 
thankful for; you could have been in China, Spain or Macy’s basement for 
the holiday season. . . . SO HAPPY YEAR TO YOU ALL! 


Chtcates Clas 


By NAT GREEN 


wee long ago we called attention to 16-year-old Donna Dae, then appear- 
ing at the Stevens, and predicted she would land among the top- 
notchers. . .. Since then she has been doing grand work with Prankie Masters. 
. . » Now she foins Fred Waring’s aggregation, and we still say—watch her 
climb! ... Her father, Ted Cooper, who has been Masters’ personal manager, 
also goes with Waring. . . . Jones, Linick & Schaeffer gave the State-Lake 
stagehands and musicians $10 apiece as a Christmas gift and all other 
employees a week's salary. . . . Aaron Jones was first Chi theater man to 
give bonuses. . . . There are three young Chicagoans in the Ballet Russe 
de Monte Carlo here this week. . . . Sono Osato has been with the ballet 
two years, Robert Weiser (known with the troupe as Anton Vlasoff) joined 
within the last year, and Muriel Grodemange, 21, was engaged by Leonide 
Massine last July. . . . For professional purposes her name has been changed 
to Marina Novikova. . . . Beverly Kelley, who used to publicize Broadway 
shows, has settled down to a more or less quiet life in the Methodist college 
town of Delaware, O., and was recently elected a member of the county fair 
board there. . . . Eddy Morton writes from Portland, Ore., that he has been 
held over for four weeks in a “mixed” show at the Portland Variety Hall. 


& 

Something new—or new to us—in the way of bike races is said to be in 
the wind. . . . It’s an all-girl six-day race and is scheduled to be launched 
from Chicago late in January. . . . Plan is said to be to make a country-wide 
tour covering some 15 cities. . The appearance here this week of 
Eugenie Leontovich in Tovarich recalls the star’s first Chicago appearance 
some eight or nine years ago in a play the name of which escapes us for 
the moment, presented by Gregory Ratoff. . . . The play was not much, but 
the critics liked Leontovich. . . . They’re raving about her now, confirming 
the prophecy of Ratoff that she was a genius. . . . Ashton Stevens expresses 
the general opinion when he says: “I can’t think of a better Christmas 
present for this theater-famished town than the return of Eugenie Leontovich 
in a part that fits her like an accent.” 


o 

The Edith Rockefeller-McCormick 31-room mansion on Lake Shore drive 
is to be auctioned off this week. . . . Once valued at $4,000,000, it is now 
held at little more than half a million. The elaborate 
iron fence and grilled gate that surround the place were fashioned in 
Germany for the German house at the World’s Columbian Exposition of 
1893. . . . Gladys Fox, attractive brunet burly gal, is now straight woman 
for Maude Hilton in vaudeville. . . . Gloria and Bonnie Hunt, twin daugh- 
ters of Jack Hunt, State-Lake manager, are handling the elephant acts at 
the Shrine Circus. . . . Buddy Rogers’ chief of staff at the College Inn is 


that completely nutty individual well known to Chi audiences, Jack 
(Screwy) Douglas. 
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Magic 


By BILL SACHS 
(Communications to Cincinnati Office) 


OMMY MARTIN is clicking ’em off at 

the Yacht Club, Chicago. ... J. 
ELDER BLACKLEDGE, Indianapolis 
magish-lecturer, was a visitor at the 
magic desk Monday of last week, en route 
back to the Hoosier capital after playing 
a string of engagements in Michigan and 
Ohio towns. He was a feature at a spe- 
cial kiddie’s Christmas party held at the 
Cincinnati Country Club Sunday night 
of last week. ... A SERIES OF AR- 
TICLES dealing with magic was discon- 
tinued in The San Francisco Examiner 
last week following an appeal made 
to the editor by F. L. Bunker, chairman 
of the IBM’s expose committee. The 
articles ran about a week and were said 
to have been contributed by amateur 
magi. ... ONE OF THE DEEPEST mys- 
teries in magicdom: What has become 
of S. 8S. Henry? ... SHERWOOD is work- 
ing Ohio and Pennsylvania thru the 
holiday season, booked by the Baldwin 
Davis Agency, highlighting animal pro- 
ductions at the patrons’ tables. ... 
GROVER C. GEORGE stopped off in 
Zanesville, O., recently for a visit with 
homefolk en route from Chicago to 
Wheeling, W. Va. He has been working 
Midwestern theaters for the last three 
months. . . . PACIFIC COAST Associa- 
tion of Magicians, it may surprise you 
to learn, now has the largest “paid up” 
membership of any magic society in the 
world. Its rise during its few short years 
of existence has been phenomenal... . 
WHITEHOUSE, who has been fooling the 
patrons of Texas night spots for the last 
two months, booked by MCA, moved into 
the Yung Hotel, New Orleans, December 
18 for a fortnight’s stay. Before jump- 
ing into the Louisiana metropolis White- 
house laid off a week in Dallas, where 
he says there are at present four magi- 
cians “at liberty” with conditions as a 
whole rather anaemic. . . . CURT MER- 
RILL, who presents his turn in the 
raiments of feminine finery, billing him- 
self as a fem magician, has been 
forced to hold up a number of dates 
recently due to a serious eye ailment, for 
which he is now taking treatment. He 
has been working private clubs thru 
New York State. 


ee CLEANING, new book by John 8S. 
Van Gilder, well-known Knoxville 
magician-sportsman, is meeting with a 
grand reception. The book is now in its 
57,000th printing and still going strong. 
It doesn’t deal with magic, but never- 
theless you'll find it highly interesting. 

- . RUSSELL SWANN was forced out 
of the revue at the Dorchester Hotel, 
London, for several days recently due 
to injuries sustained in a motor crash. 
. . - ELMER, comedy magician, who has 
been working Alabama schools and thea- 
ters, is spending the holidays at his home 
in Chattanooga. He shoots us a plug on 
the Frye show, which he caught at 
Decatur, Ala., December 17. . , . LESTER 
LAKE (The Great Marvelo) has just 
wound up his fifth week as emsee at the 
Haunted House, Cincinnati nitery. ... 
W. E. SALISBURY, magician commercial- 
ing for the Arch-Brick Company, Chi- 
cago, did a Christmas show for a rail- 
road boosters’ club in Monroe, La., last 
week: He was met at the station there by 
the mayor of Salisbury and a motorcycle 
escort, and his presentation, 40 Minutes 
in Mystery Land, drew some pretty lines 
in the Monroe papers. . . . ALBENICE 
and his Hindu magic have been held over 
again at the St. Moritz Hotel, New York. 
. . » RAJAH RABOID has concluded his 
engagement at the Ambassador Hotel on 
New York’s Park avenue. ... THE FACT 
that Dante has taken over the Winter 
Gardens, London legit stand, for a sea- 
son, commencing December 26, to present 
his new version of Sim-Sala-Bim, doesn’t 
look as tho the popular magic worker 
has taken seriously the many letters 
he has received from American magi- 
cians and magic fans asking him to come 
to this country to don the mantle of 
the late Howard Thurston. And can you 
blame him? . . . TWO CHICAGO MAGI 
in recently discussing their mutual ac- 
quaintances in the magic field came up- 
on the name of Jerry Furman, comedian- 
magician. “Oh, yeah,” replied the one, 
“I know him. He's the fellow from In- 
dianapolis who spends the day apolo- 
gizing for what he did the night before.” 


SUGAR’S DOMINO—— 


(Continued from page 67) 
sponsored by charitable institutions—then will this organization have 
achieved a really worthy place in the amusement industry’s Hall 


of Beneficence. 


Why doesn’t some big star of the very first magnitude come out 
bluntly and state that he will not play benefits any more? That 
he will work only for cold cash and donate what he wishes to charity 
from his own pocket when and if he so desires. Why doesn’t this 
same star also announce that the only free shows he will play are 
those where admission is not charged; where he entertains directly 
the wards of charity—in hospitals, prisons and in auditoriums? 
Where no promoter is involved because no money is involved. 
Where those who cannot afford to see shows are entertained. When 


a star with such bigness of heart 


and courage appears he will shake 


most of the stage-struck actors out of their lethargy. He will help 
show business immeasurably because this will represent the first 
real step in the process of wiping out the benefit show evil. 


PITTSBURGH BENEFIT— 
(Continued from page 66) 

kids. Arrangement with union grants 

houses two benefits a year, for which the 

AFL local pays members so that theaters 

escape expenses. 

Deal was aftermath of tendency in 
past few years for exhibs and stage en- 
trepreneurs to promise scads of free 
shows, then expect help tc work gratis. 
Result: union foots bill for maximum of 
brace of benefits annually, lets theaters 
care for other cuffo shows themselves. 

Plethora of night club and civic in- 
stitution Christmas shows has enter- 
tainers performing sans pay for good 
will of paper columnists, city fathers 
and other sponsors. 


Cleve Symph Can 
Keep Outside Men 


CLEVELAND, Dec. 25.—Cleveland Sym- 
phony Orchestra and the musicians’ 
union, Local 4, came to an end of their 
differences last week when the orchestra 
dismissed an injunction suit against the 
union and announced that the musi- 
cians questioned would start perform- 
ances with the orchestra immediately. 
Five men, all from outside of Cleveland, 
were contracted to play this season. The 
local objected to them, saying the posi- 
tions should be filled by Cleveland 
musicians, Orchestra management 
brought the suit, asserting the men had 
been threatened with expulsion from the 
union if they played with the orchestra. 

Milton W. Krasny, president of local, 
announced that negotiations would con- 
tinue to establish a definite agreement 
with regard to engaging local talent in- 
stead of hiring out-of-town musicians of 
equal ability. 


British Royalty 
Patronizes Vaude 


LONDON, Dec. 20.—By visiting the 
London Palladium, English premier 
vaude house, twice in nine days to wit- 
ness vaude programs specially arranged 
for their benefit, Their Majesties King 
George and Queen Elizabeth have given 
British variety a much-needed boost. 


Result is that the better class vaude 
houses in England are gaining a new 
type of patron, members of the boiled 
shirt brigade. The amount of dress in 
West End vaude houses is now equal to 
that of most legit theaters. 

Two shows patronized by the King 
and Queen were the Royal Command 
Performance November 15 and the Spe- 
cial Commemaration Program in aid 
of Wounded War Veterans November 23, 
when the following acts appeared and 
received Royal honors: Teddy Brown, 
Ganjou Brothers and Juanita (both acts 
are American), Naughton and Gold, 
Flanagan and Allen, Nervo and Knox, 
Wiere Bros., Naunton Wayne, Syd Sey- 
mour and Band, Douglas Wakefield and 
Company and the Sherman Fisher Girls. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Kent 
has also made arrangements to visit the 
Palladium every second week while in 
town. 


Vancouver Cafes Threatened 


VANCOUVER, B. C., Dec. 25.—Because 
they reputedly remained open on Sun- 
day morning in contravention of the 
Lord’s Day Act the city threatened to 
suspend the trade licenses of the 
cabarets Venice Cafe and La Fonda, 
operated by Louis Pozzebon and B. T. 
Lea, respectively. 


Endurance Shows 


(Communications to Cincinnati Office) 


Johnson’s Contest 
Moves to Beaumont 


BEAUMONT, Tex., Dec. 25.—B. W. 
Johnson’s Thrill-a-Show, which folded 
suddenly in Houston recently after a 
two-day run, has moved into a building 
at Pearl and Gilbert street, this city. 
Organization moved here practically in- 
tact from Houston. 

Contest opened here with 17 teams 
and 15 solos, and still in the running at 
this writing are Tim Hammack, Mickey 
Sheves, Bobbie Bauer, Frenchy Seymour, 
Skippy Williams, Peggy Williams, Stanley 
West, Margie Bright, Emery Hamby, 
Billie Gonzales, Leroy Powell, Patsy Os- 
borne, Roy Meyers, Millie Bongers, Dale 
Thorp, Gladys Maddox, Bus Stewart, 


Bonnie Lucas, Joe Blake, Mary Blatt, 
Fred Hartley, Margie Knowles, Jimmy 
Ferenzi, Minnie FPalvo, Billie Steele, 


Bobbie Davis, William Dukes, Dorothy 
Kress, Vance Bendo, Bob Seely, Ken 
Carter, Sammy Kirby, Victor Sussman, 
Schnozzle Roth, Al Smith, Shackles and 
Marvin Ellisan. 

Jimmy Johnson is chief emsee, as- 
sisted by Curly Linder and Maurice 
(Smitty) Inman. Three broadcasts are 
made daily over Station KFDM. In addi- 
tion 10 spot announcements are made 
over the air. 


Dave Cullins is judging the show, with 
Ernie Fisher as day floor manager; Mur- 
ry (Doc) Roberts, night trainer, and 
Tiger Mudd as day man. Suzie Roberts 
and Anita Regan are nurses. B. W. 
Johnson is assisted in the management 
by Mr. and Mrs. Polk Neal. Fatty Mar- 
tin’s Ork furnishes the music. 


JACK M. (CURLY) MAY, now resting 
up in Sacramento, Calif., is anxious to 
read a line on Charlie Lobe and other 
contestants who worked in shows with 
him. 


SAMUEL E. GAYER, of Wyandotte, 
Mich., writes in to inquire about his 
brother, Archie, from whom he has not 
heard for more than a year. Come on, 
Archie, pipe in and give us the dope. 


WE HAVE had inquiries recently on 
Don J. King, Walter Picker, C. K. Clark, 
Mary Landisso, Jackie Craig, C. A. Dill, 
Cora Tracy, Less McCullam, Patsy Ho- 
baugh, Jimmy (Schnozzle) Carr, Duffy 
Tarantino, Tillie Sweet, Donna Wamby, 
Beverly Burdine, Earl Pittman, Nellie 
Saylors, King-Kong Wright, Alto Locke, 
Buddy Berkshire, Harold Lindy, Chuck 
Payton, C. K. Clark and Doc Roberts. 
Shoot a line to the column and iet your 
friends know where you are and what 
you're doing. 


in strelsy 


By BOB EMMET 
(Cincinnati Office) 


ROTARY CLUB of Youngstown, O.,, 
has completed plans for its annual min. 
strel revue to be presented February 17 
and 18 at the Palace Theater there. Ray- 
mond Brenner, six times director of the 
show, will be chairman. A professional 
director will be engaged. Proceeds, as 
usual, will be used to aid crippled chil- 
dren. 


J. P. PAGETT’S Dixie Minstrels, 29- 
people colored attraction showing under 
canvas, is currently wildcatting thru 
Georgia. ‘ 


ED McDOWELL, owner, advance agent and 
manager; born in Pittsburgh in 1865; owned 
and managed various attractions; last. minstrel 
engagement with Cohan G Harris Minstrels, 
Now retired and residing in St. Petersburg, 
Fla. 


“YE OLDTIMERS, scratch your ear, 
think hard, sit up and take notice,” 
writes David Dovis Strait, of Mohawk, N. 
Y., “you may have your memories re- 
freshed by reading the following roster 
of the one-time most popular show, 
the Original Hi Henry Premium Minstrels 
and Unrivaled Military Band, of 1881.” 
The line-up includes Hi Henry, Tom 
English, John Raine, James Daily, George 
C. Denton, Will Dovis, William Wade, 
Billy LaCleda, Tom Gould, Bobby Beach, 
C. H. Johnson, Ah Ne-Ney-O, Shongo, R. 
S. Burch, J. Lueders, E. T. Lambert, 
Willis West, Eddie Burton, J. W. Abbott 
and E. C. Hoyt. “The above company,” 
continues Strait, “appeared in Mohawk, 
N. Y., February 21, 1881. I wonder how 
many of these boys are still living and 
who remembers who? Let's hear from 
the boys.” Strait formerly trouped with 
Lucier’s Minstrels. 

“HI-BROWN” BOBBY BURNS, who 
has been browsing around his old stamp- 
ing grounds in Louisville the last several 
weeks, will return to his home in South 
Boardman, Mich., this week. 


MCA Starts Signing 
Writers; 2 So Far 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—Music Co 
tion of America invaded the writers’ field 
here by signing two local boys under 
five-year contracts. Ray Gilbert and Sid 
Walker, rated about the best here among 
lyricists and comedy writers, got a guar- 
antee of $50,000 minimum for the five 
years. Offices are being set up for them 
in the local MCA. headquarters. They 
begin January 1. The boys have been 
freelancing and have been together only 
several months. They were located in 
the Sligh & Tyrrell quarters. 

MCA, with its palatial headquarters 
now reaching the finishing touches on 
the West Coast, is planning to sign ad- 
ditional talent which will eventually be 
turned into possible material for the 
movies. The firm, it is known, has been 
keeping an eye on the film industry and 
is planning to invade it actively when 
the Beverly Hills offices are finished. 

Jules Stein, president, who was in 
town last week, okehed the Gilbert- 
Walker contract. Rufe Davis and Ben 
Bernie are the first two prospective cus- 
tomers for the boys. 


Jack Kalcheim to Coast 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—Jack Kalcheim, 
local agent, is leaving for the West Coast 
next month on a 10-day business trip. 
Plans to sign up acts for local engage- 
ments and set up West Coast connec- 
tions. Associated Marty Whyte will 


handle the office during his absence. 


\ a 
OP dramatic clubs, 
Naser Ow 

Catalog Free. 


T. S. DENISON & CO. 
203 N. Wabash Ave., Dept. 16, Chicago, Ill. 
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The Forum 


department of The Biilboard Is conducted as a clearing house, 


pt 4 - urrent amusement matters. 


discussed. 
one side of t Those 
The Bi! board, Box x 872, Cincinnati, o. 


Washington. 

I was glad to see letters in The Forum 
regarding my recent request for data on 
high riggings. Fred Reckless’ suggestion 
of find out who is the highest aerial 
performer was very interesting. Many 

probably will hesi- 


tate to give the 
Wants Data 


exact height of 

: their rigging due 

On Heights to professional 
* secreoy, but as 

Of Riggings this attitude will 


throw no light on 
the matter, let me urge that such fear 
be put aside in the interest of free dis- 
cussion. I congratulate Dare-Devil Dan- 
iel in being the first to start the ball 
rolling by giving actual measurements, 
and want to thank W. B. Keesecker for 
his contribution on the Sky Lady. Now 
let’s have the heights. I hope many 
more will contribute facts which will 
help us arrive at a definite conclusion. 

FRANK COOK. 


Kansas City, Mo. 

Regarding item in Midway Confab, 
issue of December 18, about some con- 
cessioners and showmen being out on a 
limb if they did not get themselves 
right, if they doubt that, how would 
they like to find 
themselves up 


Self-Cleaning against these steps 

to stop the de- 
Or Destruction struction of out- 
Of Bi Which? door show busi- 


ness by “grift” 
rackets—which are 
at their very front door right now? 
Here they are: The outdoor show in- 
dustry should clean its own house (must 
police itself). Show managers must set 
up standards, eliminating all controlled 
devices, all outside sticks, no lug-ins, no 
rolidowns or tip-ups, no skillos, no 
twisted-wire sets, no gaffed blower 
count-up or balls, no tossing of mer- 
chandise to planted bingo players, no 
gaffed buckets or baseball games, no 


express thelr 

views Opinions regarding particular rx or > oe 3 will not be con- 
sidered. Neither will attention be given on this page to communications in which 
ay a. must be signed with the full name and address of the writer and should be written on 

not epeseding 300 words are preferred. Sen Forum, 


personal problems are 
d communications to The 


\ 
friction-collared creepers, also no “G” 
wheels. What right has any operator to 
say where the prize shall go when a 
player “bets” his money and takes the 
“chance” himself? Ten cents to a 
quarter per game and no build-up, no 
blocks, no logs, no gaffed pegs, no gaffed 
rings, no rip and tear or cop and blow 
artists, no gaffed chucks, etc. A firm 
rule that every customer leaving the 
front- gate must either have seem some- 
thing satisfying for his money or leave 
with a tangible- piece of merchandise to 
make him appreciative of an evening 
well spent. No thievery of any kind. 
Dumb critters won’t understand, but 
smart showmen will work toward this 
end, HARRY F. GILLIAM 
(Ah! Ha!). 


Evansville, Ind. 
Referring to the letter of Jacob Segal 
in The Forum of December 18, in which 
he requests information regarding the 
“Pig Song,” I do not know whether the 
verse I have heard 
antedates or post- 
His Version dates Mr. Segal’s 
copy, but at east 
Of “Pig Song” is interesting 
* to note the varia- 
follows: 
“One evening in October 
When I was far from sober 
And leading home a jag with manly 
pride, 
My poor feet began to stutter, 
So I laid down in the gutter, 
Then came a pig that laid down by my 
side 


So we warbled, ‘It’s fair weather 
When good fellows get together.’ 
Till a lady passing by was heard to say: 
‘You can tell the man who boozes 
By the playmates that he chooses.’ 
Then the pig got up and quietly walked 
away.” 

Being interested in old-time songs and 
verses myself, naturally Mr. Segal’s letter 
attracted my attention. If anyone else 


has another variation to offer, please 
“break it out.” In this connection, can 
anyone tell where to obtain that old 
French-Canadian dialect poem, The 
Wreck of the Julie Brent? 

ARMAND R. EMRICH. 


St. Petersburg, Fla. 

I was strolling down Central avenue in 
St. Petersburg on a sunny afternoon late 
in November when I noticed a spare, 
sallow-faced man sitting on one of the 
famous “green benches” holding a re- 
cently acquired 
copy of The Bill- 


Reading The _ board in his ema- 

ciated hands. This 
Billboard One being Wednesday 
Of I t Act and not having 


received my copy 
of The Billboard, 
I went over and accosted him with, “Beg 
pardon, oldtimer, but do you happen to 
be a trouper?” His pale face lighted up 
at once and he began to recount things 
touching the high spots of his career. 


It seems that he was an animal trainer 
and had trouped with many of the “big 
ones,” of which fact he was very proud. 
He spoke in familiar terms of Buck and 
other top-line animal men, advising 
that one or more of these celebrities were 
to pay him avisitinthe nearfuture. He 
averred that he was a very sick man, 
and altho he had a youthful appear- 
ance he in reality was a man past 60 
and had passed the major part of his 
life under the big tops and in theaters. 
I told him that we were organizing a 
club to be made up of old-time troupers 
and asked him if he would like to join 
us. He seemed pleased with the idea 
and gave me his address, adding that 
it was a long way out but that he re- 
cently had been obliged to leave his 
former quarters, as he was in arrears of 
his rent and that the Rev. E. D. Mallory 
had found a place for him, he being 
destiflute. 


It appears that he had come to this 
city about two months before and had 
tried to sell papers on the streets, but 
owing to ill health had been obliged to 
give it up. A few days later I saw in 
the city daily that Roy McFall, an ani- 
mal trainer and actor, had been found 
dead in his room and that he was 
thought to have died of natural causes. 
Papers found in the house indicated 
that he was a member of Findlay (O.) 
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Elks’ Lodge. Being interested, I tried to 
get data in regard to him but was not 
able to do so. I wonder if there are 
any readers of The Billboard who could 
tell us more of this unfortunate man’s 
history? I am sure that it would be 
interesting. It is pathetic to imagine 
that possibly his last 15 cents procured 
for him the beloved copy of The Bill- 
board, the perusal of which cheered the 
last moments of a life spent among the 
people he loved. 
WALTER BROWN LEONARD. 
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Santos-Artigas 
Extend Season 


ee 
Add two weeks due to fine 
business — Bradna to di- 
rect Davenport programs 


e | 

HAVANA, Dec. 25.—Owing to fine 
business, the season of Santos & Arti- 
gas Circus at the Marti Theater here 
was extended two weeks. The Magyar 
Troupe and Fred and Ella Bradna closed 
night of December i9 and went to Chi- 
cago to open at Medinah Temple Circus, 
where Bradna will act as equestrian 
director for Orrin Davenport. Will 
direct other Davenport winter dates at 
Lansing, Grand Rapids, Detroit, Cleve- 
land and Rochester. William Heyer 
and wife will return to Sarasota, Fla., 
to take up work at Ringling-Barnum 
quarters, 

On December 16, at night perform- 
ance, Wayne Larey performed for first 
time in Cuba a triple somersault from 
the bar to hands of the catcher. Bob 
Porter and the audience cheered him 
for three minutes and Santos & Arti- 
gas immediately offered act a contract 
for 1938 season, which will open next 
November at National Theater. 

Nio Naitto has fully recovered from 
a fall when the wire broke as she was 
doing a back somersault. Magyar Troupe 
did a tandem somersault, three high. 
Lefell and partner are doing a shoot- 
ing act. Captain Hernandez and his 
lions opened night of December 20. 


WPA Show Does Nicely 
At 14th Inf. Armory 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—The WPA Fed- 
eral Theater Project’s circus closed its 
week-end run at the 14th Infantry Regi- 
ment Armory last Saturday night. Altho 
biz did not come up to a year ago when 
3,000 children were turned away, show 
did nicely and more than covered the 
nut. 

Several Circus Fans were on hand for 

the opening. Other visitors included Joe 
Pearson and Jimmy Dale, who worked 
Brooklyn with Christmas wreaths, They 
plan to leave for Miami after the holi- 
days. 
George Shute, of The New York En- 
quirer, is working on a special feature for 
that publication. Fans are writing con- 
gratulations on route book issued by de- 
partment of information of Federal Thea- 
ter Project. Many letters have been re- 
ceived from libraries asking for copies, 
but as only a limited number were 
printed they have been turned down, 
reports Wendell J. Goodwin. 


Charles Sparks Returns 
To Macon From Hot Springs 


MACON, Ga., Dec. 25.—With the re- 
turn of Charles Sparks from a vacation 
stay at Hot Springs, Ark., the quarters 
of Downie Bros.’ Circus are expected to 
become active soon. 

Mr. Sparks took the baths and is re- 
ported in splendid health again. He was 
accompanied to the Springs by Mrs. 
Sparks and Charley Katz, assistant man- 
ager. They returned to Macon a few 
days before Christmas. 

No plans of the Downie show for next 
season have been announced. 


Mighty Haag in Quarters 


MACON, Ga., Dec. 25—Mrs. Helen 
Haag Durrett, of the Mighty Haag Cir- 
cus, was recent visitor here. She re- 
ported that the show was back in quar- 
ters at Marianna, Fla., after a long road 
tour. Despite adverse weather and poor 
conditions in fall territory show was a 
winner, it is understood. Brownie 
Rogers, treasurer of show, and wife also 
spent several days here. 


Barnett Bros.’ Show Closes; 
Folks Celebrate Christmas 


YORK, S. C., Dec. 25.—Christmas was 
celebrated by the Barnett Bros.’ Circus 
troupers at quarters here. Show closed 
a winter tour in Central Florida several 
days ago and made a fast 650-mile home 
run to York. 

Barnett show started out in late Oc- 
tober for a late fall tour. When weath- 
er permitted business was good. 


¥ 


CIRCUS FOLKS at the MOP station at Hot Springs, Ark., who greeted Ar- 
thur Hopper, director of outdoor advertising of Ringling-Barnum Circus, and 
J. D. Newman, general agent of Al G. Barnes Circus, upon their arrival at the 
Spa. Left to right: Mickey Coughlin, Harry Cancie, “Uncie Phil” Phillips, 
Mazie C, Stokes, Bernie Head, Charles Katz, Hopper, Leone Stokes, Harry Bert, 
Newman, William Stevens, Jake Jacobson, George Reader. 


Hinckley To Lead 
Parker-Watts Band 


EMPORIA, Kan., Dec. 25. — A. Lee 
Hinckley has been engaged as band 
leader for. the Parker & Watts Circus. 
Show will have all new canvas, order 
having been placed with Baker-Lock- 
wood. Work on equipment will be 
started after first of the year. 

Mrs. Ira M. Watts has returned from 
Memphis, Tenn., where she testified in 
Yellow Cab accident trial. 


Klein Closes for Holidays 


NEW WATERFORD, O., Dec. 25.—C. A. 
Klein’s Indoor Circus has closed for the 
holidays and will resume its tour shortly 
after the first of the year. Show has had 
very satisfactory business. Unit will con- 
tinue to play thru Eastern Ohio, Western 
Pennsylvania and some West Virginia 
territory, with bookings contracted until 
early March. 


Wright Show in Schools 


HAMPTON, S. C., Dec. 25.—C. A. 
Wright’s Dog Circus is in quarters here. 
Show has been playing schools last few 
weeks. During holidays everything will 
be repainted, following which acts will 
again appear at school. Show has seven 
dogs and many marionettes. Travels in 
its own bus. Expects to return to New 
Hampshire in May. 


Kings Visit Conways 


MACON, Ga., Dec. 25——Mr. and Mrs. 
Floyd King, en route to Florida on a 
Christmas vacation trip, stopped over 
here last week for a visit with Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul M. Conway in the Conways’ 
new home constructed a short time 
ago on Beverly place. Friendship be- 
tween King and Conway dates back to 
many years ago when the latter was a 
press agent on King’s shows. 


Christmas Festivities 
At the R-B Quarters 


SARASOTA, Fla. Dec. 25.—Ringling- 
Barnum winter quarters employees 
marked Christmas with their customary 
festivities here today. Commissary Su- 
perintendent Joe Dan Miller presided 
over the usual turkey dinner in the 
decorated mess hall. A novelty band 
provided music, while a huge illumi- 
nated Christmas tree added the proper 
touch to the occasion. 

Carl T. Hathaway returned last Mon- 
day from a business trip that took him 
to Peru, Ind., Chicago and New York. 

The 500-pound gorilla will not be 
Placed on exhibition at quarters, but 
will be kept in private quarters until 
show opens in New York. A specially 
insulated house with draftless ventila- 
tion has been constructed on the 
grounds to house the 18-foot steel cage 
which will be the animal’s home while 
with the circus, 

Mr. and Mrs. I. W. Robertson left last 
week for Idaho, where they planned to 
spend the holidays with Mr. Robertson’s 
father. They will return to Sarasota 
next week. 

The Maschinos, acrobats, are appear- 
ing at the Royal Palm Club in Miam!. 

Elfreda Friedersdorff, aerialist, left last 
week for New York, where she will em- 
bark for Germany, returning here in 
February or March. 


Gunipertz To Revamp 
Coney Island Interests 


SARASOTA, Fla., Dec. 25—Sam W. 
Gumpertz, who is vacationing at his 
local winter residence, last week con- 
firmed reports that he intends to re- 
vamp his Coney Island interests. 

He plans a trip abroad next May and 
will visit the Paris Exposition. He has 
expressed an intention to bring back to 
Coney some of the outstanding features 
of the exposition. 


Beatty, Walter, 


on Fishing 


Trip, Lost for Over 48 Hours 


MIAMI, Dec. 25.—Clyde and Harriet 
Beatty and Mr. and Mrs, Frank Walter 
arrived here after having been lost at 
sea for more than 48 hours. Beatty and 
Walter chartered a 30-foot boat and 
sailed for Bimini on a fishing trip when 
they were overtaken by a storm. Run- 
ning low on gasoline, the skipper lost 
his way with the result that they were 
tossed by huge waves for two days and 
nights. 

Expected at Bimini, newspaper men 
who were on hand to interview Beatty 
were alarmed at his failure to arrive at 
the Bimini Islands. Coast guard cutters 
put out from Miami in search for the 


Beatty party. Drifting thru the night, 
the boat hit a sand bar, but enough 
gasoline was in the tank to back the 
boat off the bar and it dfifted to shore 
on the Bimini Islands. 

The United and Associated Press clam- 
ored for a statement, but Beatty, to 
protect the skipper of the boat, stalled 
off the newspaper men that they were 
not lost but enjoyed an experience that 
they will not forget. 

The Beatty party is going to Palm 
Beach for another fishing trip, following 


‘which the Beattys will go to Rochester, 


Ind., where Beatty will break some 
animals for his act. 


Long Season 
For Silver 


e 
Closes at Ideal, Ga., due to 
cold weather, poor busi- 
ness—folks scatter 


o 

PETERSBURG, Va., Dec. 25.—Silver 
Bros.’ Show recently closed at Ideal, Ga., 
due to cold weather and bad business 
and returned to quarters here. Organi. 
zation had a long season. 

Al Kadel and wife and Jimmie Simp- 
son left for Miami; T. I. and Billy Fahl, 
Arlington, O.; Guy Glasscock and wife, 
Clarksburg, W. Va. The remainder drove 
here. Ken Wheeler then left for Oswego, 
N. Y.; Slim Biggerstaff, Anderson, S. C.; 
Karl and Earl Annon, Philippi, W. Va.; 
Claire, Raymond and Leland Brison, 
Edenville, Pa. The others are at quar- 
ters. 


Performers, Animals 
Leave Peru for Chi 


PERU, Ind., Dec. 25.—Fifteen cars con- 
taining attaches, animals and equipment 
left here this week for Chicago. Will 
be at Medinah Temple Shrine Circus, 
opening today. Movement and loading 
were under direction of Ralph J. Clawson, 
Steve Finn and Ray Chronister. 


In movement were Capt. Terrell 
Jacobs, with 30 lions and tigers, his wife 
and John Helliott; Cheerful Gardner, 
with 15 elephants and assistants Hurley 
Woodson, John Reilly and George French; 
Rudy Rudynoff, with Ringling-Barnum 
Liberty horses, and Gordon Orton, as- 
sistant; Charles Brown and seals; Dor- 
othy Herbert, Wallendas and Janet May. 
When Chicago date closes units move 
to Lansing, Grand Rapids and Detroit, 
Mich.; Cleveland; Rochester, N. Y., and 
Rockford, Ill. 


Paris Bills 


PARIS, Dec. 13.—Bouglione Brothers, 
at Cirque d’Hiver, continue to feature 
elephant and tiger acts from Cirque 
Pinder, presented by Vargas. Rover, 
wire walker, works above the tiger cage. 

Circus acts at Cirque d’Hiver are Two 
Clerans, Roman rings and trapeze; Joe 
Ortnes, juggler; Popescus, horizontal 
bar; Asgards, double teeterboard; Tully 
Carte, high-school horse; the Sobolew- 
skis, jockeys. Usual clown gags by 
Despard, Zavata and Oscardos, and neat 
dance ensembles by Renee Piat and 
house ballet. 


Maurice and May, comedy bike; Marie 
Hollis, American contortionist, and Gas- 
ton Palmer, juggler, are at the ABC. 
Gregory and Raymond, American musical 
clowns; Billy Bourbon, tumbler, and the 
Soulis, acro comics, are at the Bobino. 
Three Bonos, acro comics, are at the 
Alhambra. The Varo-Astis, jugglers, are 
at the Cigale. 


Pick-Ups From Europe 


PARIS, Dec. 20.—Cirque Medrano 
wooden-walled, demountable frame con- 
struction circus arena is installed at 
Marseille for a two weeks’ stand with 
bill featuring the Cairoli Trio of clowns. 
Cirque Rancy, with the American 
wire walker, Walter Powell, opens this 
week in Municipal Circus building 
at Limoges for a 10-day run. Jouviano’s 
Menagerie is at the street fair at Dieppe. 


Maurice Colleano Family, tumblers- 
contortionists; Reverhos, equilibrists- 
jugglers, and Four Comets, Ameri- 
can roller skaters, are at the Ronacher 
in Vienna. Lydia Diaz, wire walker: 
Kay Farrelli, juggler, and Florita Sisters, 
aerial, are at National Scala in Copen- 
hagen. 


Darr Again With Chase 


ST. LOUIS, Dec. 25.—H. V.- Darr, in 
a visit to The Billboard offices here, 
stated that he would be contracting 
agent for the Chase & Son Circus. Was 
with show past season. Darr, formerly 
partner in Darr-Gray Stock Company, is 
visiting relatives during holidays. 
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Sawdust and Spangles 


By CHARLES WIRTH 


7ITH the passing of Dexter Fellows 
anecdotes concerning highlights in 
nis colorful career continue to mount as 
friends recall vivid recollections of him. 

In The Hartford (Conn.) Times, in a 
recent issue, was the following: 

“A close friend revealed the circus press 
agent’s annual 
custom of sending 
from 1,000 to 1,500 
Christmas cards, 
all of which he ad- 
dressed himself 
without use of a 
single notation, re- 
lying entirely upon 
his own extraor- 
dinary memory. 

“His method was 
simple. He would 
say to himself that 
the show opens in 
Madison Square 
Garden and such 
and such city edi- 
tors will send cer- 
tain men to cover the event. To all of 
these, as well as those he associated with 
these names, he would mail cards. 

“Then he would go right thru his sea- 
son’s route. The next stop after New 
York is such and such. In this city I 
must send cards to so and so. That was 
his method and it worked admirably.” 


CHARLES WIRTH 


VIN D. HILDRETH, president of 

the Circus Fans’ Association, is 
making an earnest effort to stimulate 
interest in the association. The CFA 
is making an attempt to double the 
membership in what is known as the 
First President’s Membership Campaign, 
in honor of Marshall King, its first 
president, and has adopted the slogan, 
“Every member brings a member.” 

“I do believe,” states Mr. Hildreth, 
“that if our membership is doubled we 
will become a more effective force for the 
preservation of the circus as an insti- 
tution, bearing in mind always that ‘we 
pay as we go.’ 

“The circuses, I hope, will realize that 
in our association they have a friendly 
court, anxious to do everything possible 
to make their paths easier and that all 
we want is their success.” 


Traveling in Germany 


With a Wagon Show 
By HARRY LAKOLA 


In 1881, after my teacher, the Great 
D’Alvini, had left for England to take 
a rest, I joined a small show to break 
in my single act, which was managed 
by two oldtimers, Graf and Genie, both 
over 60. They were reared in show busi- 
hess, as their fathers and forefathers had 
been performers. Both had large families 
and everyone was active in the show. 
There were 23 persons in al} and all were 
related to each other. Band of eight 
pieces, Karl Knoesing, cortortionist, and 
writer were the only outsiders. 

As they carried no live stock except 
a troupe of trained dogs, monkeys and 
two goats, shew was billed as the Va- 
tiety Arena. The outfit consisted of a 
large tent, seats and a portable stage 
with scenery and dressing room. All 
male members had to help put up and 
take down. Band boys had charge of 
tent and seats; performers, the stage 
and dressing rooms. Show had eight 
specialty acts and always closed with 
& pantomime. 

Before the show, a tight rope walker 
and a slide for life served as free at- 
tractions. We traveled in six so-called 


Greetings for 
# 1938 @ 


TIGHTS 


KOHAN MFG. CO. 
290 Taaffe Place, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


WANTED PARTNER 


FOR BARNEY BROS.’ CIRCUS 
TO BUY INTEREST OF C. M. DeVERE. 
Cash deal. orea seekers save stamps, 
Address Seon dD. F Barney Bros.’ Circus 
P.O. Box 1653. El Paso, Tex. 


Big Top Whispers 
By DOC WADDELL’ 


Wichita, Kan., is a hub to the circus 
wheel. W. A. Nelson, former Wild West 
and dog and pony show owner, has his 
show trucks gathering and dumping 
garbage. 

D. T. Bartlett, legal aduster, watches 
thru the winter months his near-Wichita 
poultry farm give unto him velvet 
profits. 


Charles Bryden still barrel juggling for 
home indoor shows. Just will not tell 
his age. Is of the old school. 


Jack Moore, wire walker, winters in 
Wichita, as does Vern Crawford, con- 
cessioner. And by the fire sits the 
clown-juggler Bernard, of Harding 
troupe. His father when trouping was 
with Honest Bill show; now in Wichita 
post office. 


Claude Bowers, brother of late Bert 
Bowers, seemingly selling everybody in 
Kansas real estate. 

Go to Wichita and you'll not go far 
until you run smack into Thomas 
Whiteside, wire-walking clown, and 
Charles Cerf, who is off the road and 
runs a barber shop. 


What do you think? Johnny Castle 
is a Wichitaian, looks picture of 
health and is connected with circula- 
tion department of Wichita Beacon. The 
Levand boys, Tammen-Bonfils Denver 
products, own The Beacon. They started 
newsies, bootblacks and did some cir- 
cusing. The Murdocks—Hon. Victor 
Murdock, ex-Congressman, and his 
brother, M. Murdock—own Wichita Eagle. 
Once showmen and friends to shows and 
showfolk. On Wichita ESagle (Afternoon 
Eagle) is an ex-trouper, Bert Doss. Now 
managing editor and to my notion the 
best ever. His principle and policy: “It 
is the click of the cash register that 
makes a paper go.” So whether he likes 
you or not, are poor or rich, if you hand 
him anything newsy that will call for a 
streamer head in it goes, the street 
salesmen cry it and the sale brings home 
the profits.” 


You cannot write the name of Wichita 
with the cognomen “Floto” left out. 
William Floto, brother of the late Otto 
Floto, runs the auditorium. He has 
something on therein right along. Gets 
top prices of admission. Is sitting pretty 
on Easy street. And, say, wasn’t he a 
prince when press agenting? 


Another glory mortal in Wichita is 
Charles (Butch) Fretierick. On Easy 
street is “Butch.” Owns apartment 
houses, several farms and what not. His 
circusing goes back to the old Sells Bros.’ 
Circus. Not so well at present. Coming 
along after a major surgical operation. 
His wife gave Claude Bowers and I &@ 
party. 


house wagons, built like the modern 
trailer, only on a larger scale and not so 
elaborate. Played week stands and were 
hauled from town to town by hired 
teams. Kind of gypsy like, but a great 
school for a newcomer like me. As we 
had no matinees, except Saturday, the 
youngsters had to practice four hours 
every day. 


More Well-Known Families 

I should like to mention a few more 
well-known families—the Chincevallis, 
Schaefers, Elliotts, Dayenes, Silbons, 
Hanlons and Michels. About the Jackey- 
Rosinsky and Glinserettis I am not so 
sure, as sometimes they were billed as 
a family and then again as a troupe, 
But here is one in particular I cannot 
overlook. I mean the Braatz family. 
This family represented every line in the 
circus business except riding acts. Braatz 
Sisters were the best wire artists of their 
time. Some members have been in this 
country. 


Twenty-five years ago we had Braatz 
Brothers, acrobats and head-to-head 
balancers. A few years later there was 
Selma Braatz, famous juggler. Mickey 
Braatz, who left a few months ago for 
Europe to appear at the Crystal Palace 
in Leipzig, Germany, is a clever tap 
dancer. During her performance she in- 
troduces ball juggling and acrobatics. All 
were members of a famous family, but 
I cannot figure out what relation they 
are to each other. A little item by some- 
one more posted on that matter would 
be very much appreciated by the writer. 


It is better to be misjudged for a deed 
of action than for a deed of neglect.— 
Fred B. Barton in “Let Yourself Go.” 


With the 
Circus Fans 


By THE RINGMASTER 


CFA 
Presiden 
MELVIN D. HILDRETH Ww. M. BUCKINGHAM 
716 Evans Bid Thames Bank, 
Washington, D. D.&. Norwich, Conn: 


(Conduntes by w ALTER HOHENADEL, Editor 
White Tops,”’ care Hohenadel Printing 
mpany, Rochelle, Ill.) 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—Burt L. Wilson, 
Chicago, closed his season, traveling in 
the Southwest, at Tulsa, Okla., December 
18. Total mileage for 11 weeks, 10,642 
miles; home run, 816 miles. Watered 
and fed stock at Springfield, Mo., on 
the 19th. 

J. S. Kritchfield, of Downie Bros.’ Cir- 
cus, called on John R. Shepard in Chi- 
cago and looked over Hale Bros.’ Minia- 
ture Circus. Kritchfield is visiting his 
brother and family in Chicago over the 
holidays. 

Dr. Manuel Perez Pico, CFA of 
Havana, Cuba, writes that he entertained 
the Antalek Troupe at dinner when the 
performers were in Cuba recently. 

The Christmas Number of White Tops 
was placed in the mails December 20. 
The issue has 40 pages with a three-color 
cover. 


Letter From Duble 
Regarding Fisk Show 


C. E. Duble, in a letter to The Bill- 
board, says that an entire page in The 
Show World, issue of August 23, 1910, 
is of interest 27 years later to troupers 
who were with the Great Dode Fisk Cir- 
cus at that time. 

He writes: “I was with show that sea- 
son and still have the page, with pen 
sketches by The Show World’s artist, 
Z. A. Hendrick, showing Dode Fisk, sole 
owner and manager; R. H. Fisk, treas- 
urer; W. O. Tarkington, general agent 
(with map of United States) T. W. 
Ballenger, assistant manager; William 
Delevan, superintendent of stock; Mike 
Rooney, bareback rider and equestrian 
director; Miss Albion, iron-jaw artist; 
Loretta Twins, famous trampoline bar 
act; Nola Satterfield, high-school horses 
and menage rider; Dick Williams, mule 
hurdle; the Stones, aerial loop walking; 
Chauncey Vervalm, side-show band 
leader, and New Orleans Minstrels; F. E. 
Hardee, manager side show; Gypsie (Mrs. 
Hardee), snake charmer; Chapman and 
Berube, high balancing perch; Boots 
Washburn, producing clown singing 
Meet Me in Rosetime, Rosie; W. J. 
White, boss canvasman; W. F. Weldon, 
(See LETTER FROM DUBLE on page 76) 


Save transportation charges by sendi 


PRINTING 


We serve the LARGEST CIRCUSES AND CAR- 

NIVALS IN AMERICA with al! special pictorial 

lithes, block and type posters, and dates. 

TENT SHOW HEADQUARTERS; DATES, POST- 
ERS, CARDS, HERALDS, BANNERS. 

LOW PRICES—PROMPT SHIPMENTS 
Write for Price List and Route Book. 


CENTRAL SHOW PRINTING CO. 


MASON CITY, IOWA 


DRIVER BRAND 


TENTS 


AND 


BANNERS 


0. HENRY TENT & AWNING CO., 
4611 North Clark Street, Chicago, Ill. 


WPA FEDERAL THEATRE 


Presents Its 


3 RING CIRCUS 


Featuring 


JAPINO 
Sacred Black Elephant. 
December 26-January 4, Ridgewood Grove, 
i Erooklyn, N. Y. 


SHO -KANVAS 


MILFORD H. SMITH 
Campbell Tent & Awning Co. 
Alton—Springtield—Decatur. 


(Phone: Main 2355) 909 East Adams, 
Springfield, Il. 


CHRISTMAS WHITE TADS 


NUMBER 
NOW READY 


Send 25c for Single Ons of aut a ears Ste 
tion with this number for $1.00. 


WHITE TOPS - ROCHELLE, ILL. 


SPANGLES 
JEWELS, TRIMMINGS, ACCESSORIES 


Assortment = || DAZIAN’S, Ine. 


COSTUME 
FABRICS. 144 W. 4th St. New York, N.Y. 


Shuredry — US‘'AMP and DF MP Canvas made by Fulton Bag & Cotton 
Mills and preferred by show people everywhere. 


mg your order to our nearest plant. 


Fulton Bag & Cotton Mills 


Man 
ATLANTA 
MINNEAPOLIS BROOKLYN 


tur ers Since 1870 


NEW ORLEANS 


DALLAS 
KANSAS CITY. KAN 


. LouIS 


UNITED ST 


$. T. JESSOP, Pres. 


701 North Sangamon Street, 


AND AWNING CO. 


CIRCUS, CARNIVAL AND CONCESSION TENTS, SIDE SHOW BANNERS THAT WILL LAST. 
Send for Used Tent List. 


LEADERS FOR OVER 40 YEARS. 


ATES TENT 


GEO. JOHNSON, V. P. 


Chicago, Il. 


‘ Season’s 


Me, Too, 


HAROLD BARNES 


and his wire 


Greetings 


Clint Barnes 


a ee 


KA Tree pi ; 7 "3 . 
pi | . 
a P| SS ql | 
eee el ; 
| 
ee a oo 
| Pp re |g 
| He 
L — | ol 
: ee i | . 
J ‘ | i 
; ie 
: ee — 
: i 
| _ 
ee ie 
a Baws 
‘ M o8 tComplete Write For Samples , 
} he hi 
y Lite 
. . q if 
——————— - - oa m a. 
3 CANVAS LOFTS - ATLANTA: DALLAS « ST.LOUIS 4 | . 
0 ny. 
- | | 
3 : OE 
. | 
es Ma 
i- a 
: a es, ...: > ie 
: ee >» 
ST | heal 
ee a : 4j 
a A 


\ 


74 The Billboard 


CIRCUSES 


January 1, 1938 


Larger Shows Fare Best in 1937 


Important Events and Happenings 
From December, ’36, to December, ’37 


(From Files of 


RINGLING DEATH — John Ringling, 
69, last of the Ringling Bros., died in 
New York City December 2 of bronchial 
pneumonia. Interment in Sarasota, Fla. 

GENTRY DEATH—J. W. (Will) Gen- 
try, 70, the third of the famous Gentry 
Bros.’ dog and pony show owners of na- 
tional repute, died at Miami, Fla., De- 
cember 3. Interment at Bloomington, 
Ind. 

ROBINSON IV SUES—John Robinson 
Iv filed suit against estate of Mrs. Mary 
Edith Mugivan at Peru, Ind., December 
5. He asked judgment of $1,000,000. 
Robinson, alleging breach of contract, 
charged his grandfather, John F. Robin- 
son, sold the Robinson Circus in 1916 
to Mugivan and Bowers. The Robinson 
heirs, the suit alleged, were to have first 
option on repurchase of the show. 

ROONEY DEATH—Charles Rooney, 47, 
died in Chicago December 24 of a heart 
attack. Was owner of riding act known 
as Riding Rooneys and for many years 
featured with the Ringling shows. 
Burial at Baraboo, Wis. 

NEW NAME FOR BARNES — An- 
nounced in Los Angeles first of year that 
Sells-Floto title will be combined with 
Al G. Barnes for 1937 season. 

WEBB WITH BARNEY — Announced 
first of year that Joe B. Webb, who had 
the Joe B. Webb Circus on road in 1936, 
would be assistant manager and legal 
adjuster with Barney Bros.’ Circus. 

HOPPER WITH R-B—Arthur Hopper, 
general agent of Al G. Barnes Circus in 
1936, replaced C. G. Snowhill on Ring- 
ling-Barnum for 1937 season. Hopper'’s 
title, director of outdoor advertising. 

NEWMAN WITH BARNES—J. D. New- 
man, with Cole Bros. in 1936, succeeded 
Arthur Hopper as general agent of 
Barnes show for 1937 season. 

KING IN CHARGE—Early in January 
Floyd King was placed in complete 
charge of advance of Cole Bros.—general 
agent, railroad contractor and general 
press representative. 

COOK DEATH—Frank A. Cook, 63, 
legal adjuster of Ringling-Bernum, died 
at Polyclinic Hospital, New York, Janu- 
ary 11. Had been seriously ill for several 
weeks. Body cremated in New York. 

SPARKS-ROBINSON TITLE OFF—In- 
formation received late in January was 
that Charles Sparks would not use the 
Sparks-John Robinson title this year as 
planned. He again had Downie Bros. on 
road. 

RINGLING ESTATE TO FLA.—Stated 
at Taliahassee, Fla.. late in January 
that a codicil in will of John Ringling 
gave his art museum una entire estate 
to State of Florida instead of half the 
estate as first announced. 

H-W TO ARLINGTON, HATCH—Nego- 
tiations were completed January 27 by 
Edward Arlington and J. Frank Hatch 
with Sam W. Gumpertz to take out 
Hagenbeck - Wallace - Forepauch - Sells 
Bros.’ Circus this season. They also 
leased Sparks and John Robinson titles. 

LEDGETT RETURNS—Fred Ledcgett, 
equestrian director of Russell Bros. in 
1936, returned to that show in same 
capacity. 

*5 0” LOSS FOR MIX—Fire at quar- 


. vers of Tom Mix Circus at Anniston, Ala., 


February 6 destroyed several trucks, 
garage equipment, cookhcuse, tents and 
other fixtures. Damave #5.000. 4 

HOOT GISSON FEATURE—Hoot Gib- 
Son, Western screen star, was engaged as 
feature attraction of the new Wallace 
Bros.’ Circus, R. W. Rogers, manager. 
During summer he left show and joined 
Hagenbeck-Wallace and as a result there 
Was court action by Wallace show. Freed 
from bonds of an injunction and a con- 
tract with Wallace Bros. at Ann Arbor, 
Mich., July 21, Gibson on July 22 re- 
joined H-W at Richmond, Ind,, with 
which. he was prevented from per- 
forming at Ann Arbor June 29. 

HICKEY WITH H-W—Robert E. (Bob) 
Hickey, for several seasons publicity 
man on Cole Bros., handled publicity for 
Hagenbeck-Wallace most of season. Bill 
Naylor and Jack Grimes also were on 
press staff of H-W. 


The Billboard) 


INGALLS ENGAGES OYLER — Clyde 
Ingalls, manager of Ringling-Barnum 
Side Show, engaged J. H. (Doc) Oyler as 
assistant manager. 

STOUT LEASES TITLE—Harry LaPearl 
leased J. H. LaPearl Circus title to Frank 
Stout, veteran showman. 


MRS. HALL SELLS—Lew Christensen, 
of Aerial Christensens, acquired half in- 
terest in Vanderburg Bros.’ Circus from 
Mrs. Frank Hall during winter. 

HARVEY WITH H-W—Early in March 
R. M. Harvey was appointed to assist 
Edward Arlington on Hagenbeck-Wallace 
and be in charge of advance crews. 
When Howard Y. Bary took hold of show 
later C. W. Finney was made general 
agent, Harvey leaving. Later in season 
Ben Austin was appointed g. a. 

DeVERE BUYS INTEREST—C. M. De- 
Vere, who had operated his own shows 
and was connected in an official capac- 
ity with Schell Bros.’ Circus for last 10 
years, early in March purchased a half 
interest 1n Barney Bros.’ Circus. 

WATTS BACK IN FOLD—Early in 
March Ira M. Watts was made general 
manager of Dan Rice Circus. Had been 
absent from big tops for several seasons. 

LARGEST CROWD—What Frank Wirth 
claimed was largest crowd in circus his- 
tory turned out morning of March 6 
for Jamaica (L. I.) Hospital Circus at 
the Armory. Capacity of house was 
reached at 9 o’clock and about 20.000 
people were turned away, said Wirth. 

CLAWSON SUCCEEDS COOK—Ralph 
J. Clawson performed duties of legal 
adjuster of Ringling-Barnum this season, 
which were for a long period of years 
handled by the late Prank A. Cook. 

KYES, BAND LEADER — Henry Kyes 
was band leader of Hagenbeck-Wallace. 
He went to show with a record of 14 
years on Ringling-Barnum as assistant 
to Merle Evans. 

CAMPBELL DEATH—Allen G. Camp- 
bell, 79, of the old Campbell Bros.’ Cir- 
cus, died at Grand Island, Neb., March 
4. Interment at Fairbury, Neb. 

SIGSBEE AHEAD OF SEAL — Albert 
Sigsbee, former general agent for Seils- 
Sterling, piloted Seal Bros. this season. 

COLE OPENS IN N. yY.-Cole Bros. 
opened at New York Hippodrome March 
18 for a 25-day run. First time in that 
city for show. Manhattan debut pre- 
ceded Rineline-Barnum start at Madi- 
son Square Garden. 

MASSEY DEATH— Al Massey, well- 
known band leader, died at Boston 
March 10. Had been band leader on 
Hagenbeck-Wallace and other circuses 
and was contracted with Lewis Bros. for 
1937 season. 

HAAG, MAIN DAY AND DATE—Haag 
Bros.’ and Walter L. Main circuses were 
at Fayetteville, Tenn., April 10 and rep- 
resentatives of each show stated that 
business was satisfactory considering 
conditions. 

BARY IN CONTROL—Howard Y. Bary, 
shortly after midnight Sunday, April 18, 
entered ranks of circus managers by 
purchasing J. Frank Hatch’s interest in 
Hagenneck-Wallace, which was running 
in Chicago at the time. It placed htm 
in full control of show. Later he ac- 
quired interest of Edward Arlington. 

BELASCO WITH RICE—Jean Belasco, 
well-known press agent, joined Dan Rice 
Circus at Cumberland, Ky., April 29 as 
feature story man back. 

WIND LEVELS SEILS TOP—Big top 
of Seils-Sterling was blown down at 
Columbia, Mo., April 23 following night 
performance and it was necessary to 
pass up next stand, Moberly, Mo. Show 
was rained out at Eldon, Mo., and at 
ee City it was unable to get on 
ot. 

COLE SETS CHI RECORD—-Cole Bros. 
closed 16-day engagement at Stadium, 
Chicago, May 2 and set a new business 
record for circuses in that city. 

WATTS ENGAGES COHN—Ira M. 
Watts, general manager of Rice show, 
engaged Charles (Butch) Cchn as treas- 
urer and timekeeper early in May. 

R-B BREAKS GARDEN RECORDS— 
Ringling-Barnum closed its record- 


OM reports reaching The Billboard, the past circus season on the whole was 


a fairly good one. There were only a few shows, the larger ones mainly, that | 


had very profitable tours. Business with most of the organizations*during the 
spring and summer was very good, but there was a let-up for some during the fall, 
when conditions were not so encouraging. Depressed cotton markets especially 
made fall territory less profitable than usual. This, of course, cut into receipts 
of the big tops. Shows in the spring encountered rain and chilly weather, there 
were strikes and threatened strikes early in the season, extremely hot weather in 
some sections during the summer, anthrax in the Dakotas and infantile paralysis in 
some Midwestern sections. 

The Madison Square Garden engagement of Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Combined Circus showed an increase in business of 25 per cent over last 
year and the Big Show’s business at the Boston Garden was 20 per cent better than 
the record year of 1936. Big business was done by Cole Bros. at the Chicago Sta- 
dium; in fact, it set a new record for circuses there. Both R-B and Cole had fine 
road seasons, as did Al G. Barnes-Sells-Floto. 


Several Early Closings 


There were several early closings. Stanley Graham’s Midget Circus opened at 
Dallas May 21 for six-day engagement and then went to San Antonio, where it 
folded during the week of May 31. Roberts’ Circus, out of Somerville, N. J., which 
started out the latter part of April, closed in June, unable to make a go of it. 
There was some talk of it being revived later in season, but this did not material- 
ize. Yankee-Patterson Circus closed on the West Coast in midsummer. There 
seemed to be a jinx with the Jack Hoxie Circus. The show, under management of 
Cly Newton, closed abruptly June 26 at Moundsville, W. Va. At Salem, O., July 
31 it took to road under management of Jack Hoxie and R. M. Harvey, but it 


again folded at Rosedale, Miss., September 21. Hoxie had left the show/several days { 


before its closing. 

Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus, after a year’s absence from the road, was again 
on tour in 1937. During the winter it had been acquired by J. Frank Hatch and 
Edward Arlington. During its Chicago Coliseum run Howard Y. Bary purchased 


their interests. 
New Truck Shows 


There were several new truck shows. These were Donald M. Campbell’s; Chase 
& Son, managed by Fielding Graham; Haag Bros., Roy Haag, general manager; 
Howe Bros., managed by Tom Atkinson; Jack Hoxie; Moon Bros., Cly Newton, man- 
ager; Patterson Bros., J. C. Patterson, manager; Roberts, Robert J. Vanderbeek, man- 
ager. Wallace Bros., R. W. Rogers, manager, had formerly been titled Barnett Bros. 
When the Wallace season ended Rogers took out the show under the Barnett title 
for the fall and winter. Motorized circuses on the road in 1936 and not out in 
1937 were Bockus & Kilonis, Card Bros., Gorman Bros., Bud Hawkins, Kuhn, May- 
nard Bros., Orange Bros., Reo Bros., Harley Sadler and Joe B. Webb. Cooper 
Bros., a two-car rail show on the road in 1936, also was not on tour. 


Program Very Good 

As a whole programs presented by the various shows were very good. Some of 
the wardrobe was outstanding. 

The Ringling-Barnum program was sparkling and had some new acts, at least 
new to the Big Show. Many of the old favorites were reroutined and dressed up 
with new ideas. * Caliber of wardrobe used thruout the show, and in the opening 
spec in particular, gave evidence of a tremendous amount of money spent in that 
direction. 

Cole Bros.’ show was a beautiful production abounding in color and packing 
plenty of thrills. Was superior to last year’s show. Clyde Beatty with his large 
wild animal act was, as usual, the feature of big show program. Ken Maynard 
was the highlight of the Wild West concert. 

There was refreshing newness in the Al G. Barnes-Sells-Floto show, and it was 
said to be best performance ever offered by the West Coast organization. Show was 
beautifully dressed. Concert with Three Del Rio mites was an innovation. 

Downie Bros. had youth and color in its program. In shaping it Charles 
Sparks emphasized novelty and made many changes in the personnel of performers. 

There was excellent talent in Hagenbeck-Wallace and equipment presented 4 
splendid appearance. Wardrobe was elaborate. 

Tom Mix had an excellent performance. Two standouts were the horses (45 
head of fine stock) and the many good-looking young women who participated 
in aerial ballet and menage numbers. Show Was nicely dressed. 

Russell Bros.’ show was in new dress and the program was considered the best 
ever offered by Mr. and Mrs. C. W. Webb. Horse numbers were materially en- 
larged. 

Wallace Bros.’ equipment (practically all new), magnificence of costumes and 
variety and quality of acts evoked high commendation. 


Prospects for Future 

The circus business for the last several years has made a comeback and there 
is no reason, with agricultural and industrial conditions favorable, why it should 
not continue to hold its own or even be better in 1938. The circus is clean and 
wholesome amusement and people will continue to patronize the white tops as 
long as they are offered worth-while programs. 

Each season sees some new shows in the field. Already announced for next 
year is another rail circus by Jess Adkins and Zack Terrell, who have had Cole 
Bros. on the road for three seasons, but a‘ late report is that the new one may not 
materialize. Col. Tim McCoy’s Wild West Show (railroad show), however, is @ 
certainty, and there will be a motorized show, an all-Canadian and English 
organization by Len Humphries, which will tour Canada. 


breaking 24-day run at Madison Square CHANGE IN MARTIN TITLE—Clayton 
Garden May 1. Manager S. W. Gum- Hawkes changed title of his Martin 
pertz announced that business showed a_ Bros.’ Circus to Clayton’s Combined Cir- 
25 per cent increase over last year. cus, Trained Animal Show and Me- 
THREE FOR RICE—Dan Rice show nagerie. 
gave three performances at Welch, R-B BIZ IN BOSTON AHEAD—En- 
W. Va., May 10. Afternoon was capacity; gagement in Boston for Ringling-Bar- 
first night show packed and second num. May 3-8, was a darb. Business 
near capacity. was 20 per cent better than record year 
BELFORD DEATH—George W. Beliord, of 1936. There were nine turnaways. 
71, noted circus and vaydeville acrobat, THREE FOR H-W — Hagenbeck-Wal- 
Gied in Kendallville, Ind.. May 10 fol- lace had a big day at Charleston, W. Va.. 
towing a stroke of apoplexy. Burial in May 17. Afternoon performance was to 
Lakeview Cemetery, that city. a straw house and night crowd was 50 
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CIRCUSES 
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large that it was necessary to give two 
shows. 

R-B FLIES AFA BANNER—After sev- 
eral weeks of negotiations Ringling- 
Barnum became first major unit in out- 
door amusement field to fly banner of 
American Federation of Actors. Oc- 
curred during show’s engagement in 
Philadelphia week of May 24. 

THREE MORE FOR H-W—Hagenbeck- 
Wallace, at Rochester, N. Y., Decoration 
Day, staged three shows. One was at 
noon. 

TAYLOR DEATH—Marshall W. (Buck) 
Taylor, 70, died in Doylestown, Pa., May 
30 after an extended illness. Ran away 
from home at age of 16 and joined Sells 
Bros. In late years had specialized in 
rodeos and Wild West shows. 

GRAHAM SHOW FOLDS — Stanley 
Graham’s International Midget Uircus, 
which opened at Dallas May 21 for six- 
day engagement and then went to San 
Antonio, folded there early in June. 
Reason given, rain cut into attendance 
too heavily. Creditors attached tent and 
fixtures. 


ROBERTS CLOSES — Roberts’ Circus, 
organized in spring at Somerville, N. J., 
by Robert J. Vanderbeek, member of the 
CFA, returned there during week of 
June 7. Opened April 29 in Clinton, 
N. J., and toured thru New Jersey for 
several weeks before folding. 

SALT LAKE’S SUNDAY SHOW —For 
first time in circus history Salt Lake 
City had a circus on the Sabbath when 
Barnes show gave two performances 
June 20 at State fairgrounds and also 
showed there following day. 

TORONTO'S FIRST IN YEARS—Cole 
Bros., in Toronto June 28, was first cir- 
cus in that city in a number of years 
with exception of Hamid-Morton indoor 
circus that plays the Shrine date. Show 
broke in a new lot on Don Mills road 
and Pape avenue, over corporation line. 

LICENSE REDUCED—License for a 
circus to exhibit within city limits of 
Chillicothe, Mo., was reduced by city 
council latter part of June from $250 
to $150 a day. License for giving street 
parade remained the same, $250 a day. 

RICE MAKES LONG JUMP—After one 
week in Ohio Rice show made more than 
200-mile jump out of Ravenna, O.; June 
20 to play New York State territory on 
its hasty trek east. 

Y-P SHOW CLOSES—Yankee-Patter- 
son Circus, after having a rather hectic 
time, closed early in July on West Coast. 
Much trouble of mechanical nature and 
late arrivals were main causes of closing. 

COLE-H-W OPPOSISH — Cole Bros. 
and Hagenbeck-Wallace played day and 
date at Flint, Mich., July 5 and it was 
figured practically a draw. Seats of 
both were almost completely occupied at 
matinee, with hundreds on ground. 
Night crowds were lighter, H-W getting 
estimated 6,000 and Cole 8,000. 

NEWTON DEATH — William Newton 
(Lucky Bill), 77, died at Willimantic, 
Conn., June 19. He organized a small 
show which later grew into a large cir- 
cus. Retired from the business in 1919. 
when he was succeeded by his son, 
William. 

PAUL RINGLING JOINS R-B— Paul 
Ringling joined Ringling-Barnum in 
Albany, N. Y., June 28 to carry on the 
traditions of the famous Ringling Bros.’ 
Circus family. He began his circus 
career as timekeeper. His mother is 
Mrs. Aubrey Ringling, widow of Richard 
Ringling, one of owners of show. 

H-W EMPLOYEES’ UNION—Employees 
of Hagenbeck-Wallace organized an- in- 
dependent union late in June with 
Gecrge Davis, superintendent of »cook- 
house, as president. Union is a co- 
Operative organization designed to safe- 
guard the interests of employees and is 
in no sense a “company union.” Dues 
50 cents a month and all members on an 
equal basis. 

MAIN IN BLOWDOWN — Walter + L. 
Main Circus encountered a blowdown at 
Norway, Me., July 17. Things were 
readied for night performance when an- 
other twister struck show at 7:30 p.m. 
Management kept up top and perform- 
ance was given at 9:30. 

TYLER JOINS WALLACE—Tom Tyler. 
Western picture star, joined Wallace 
Bros.’ Circus in Wisconsin latter part of 
July. Was in big show and concert. 

HOXIE SHOW REOPENS—Jack Hoxie 
Circus, reorganized, resumed its tour at 
Salem, O., July 31 under management 
cf R. M. Harvey and Hoxie. Show had 
closed at Moundsville, W. Va., June 26. 
Had been under management of Cly 
Newton. 

COLE IN BLOWDOWN—Cole Bros. was 
in blowdown at night at Sioux City, Ia., 
July 24 and property loss was reported 
negligible. Loyalty was shown by all 
hands. 


CODONA DEATH—Alfredo Codona, 43, 
famed for his triple somersault, shot 
and killed himself at Long Beach, Calif.. 
July 30. For number of years he had 
been a feature of Ringling-Barnum with 
Flying Codonas act. In 1933 he injured 
his shouider while doing the triple, 
which prevented continuing as a flyer. 
In 1935 he was equestrian. direc- 
tor of Hagenbeck-Wallace, and in 1936 
was with Tom Mix. Codona also shot 
Vera Bruce Codona, who also died. 
Alfredo was buried in Inglewood Ceme- 
tery and Vera in Calvary Cemetery. 

BARNES IN STORM—Barnes show ex- 
perienced one of worst windstorms of 
season at Casper, Wyo., July 21 between 
show but big top was saved. Menagerie 
top was whipped to ground and barly 
damazed. New menagerie top ordered. 

MIX’S BIGGEST THREE DAYS—En- 
gagement in Baltimore July 29-31 was 
biggest three days in history of Mix 
show. Strawed them every night, turn- 
away night of July 30. 

STORM STRIKES HOWE—At Wayne, 
Neb., latter part of July terrific, wind- 
storm st‘uck Howe Bros, at afternoon 
performance. Audience was dismissed in 
erderly manner. 

RUSSELL FIRST REAL ONE—Bremer- 
ton, Wash., on August 14 was visited by 
first real circus in its history, Russell 
Bros.’ Circus, motorized, which appeared 
on Roosevelt Field. 
population of 10,400, is one of largest 
cities in country without a railroad. 

ADKINS, TERRELL TO EXPAND—Jess 
Adkins and Zack Terrell, owners of Cole 
Bros.’ Circus, amnounced at Seattle, 
Wash., August 21 that they would have 
another rail show on road in 1938. 

JOHANNING DEATH—Paul A. Johan- 
ning, 58, formerly rated as one of 
country’s leading wild animal trainers, 
died at Sacramento, Calif., early in 
September. Interment in that city. 

WIRTH DEATH—Philip Wirth, 73, died 
at Sydney, Australia, August 29. Was 
owner-manager of Wirth Circus. 

BELL DEATH — Charles A. (Chick) 
Bell, 63, one of most expert superin- 
tendents of tickets the circus world has 
ever known, died in St. Joseph Hospital, 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., September 2 of cir- 
rhosis of the liver. Had been with sev- 
eral shows. Spent more than 30 years 
of his life with the Ringling organiza- 
tion. Interment at Columbus, O. 

COLE SIGNS CONTRACT—Cole Bros.’ 
Circus signed a closed shop contract 
with American Federation of Actors dur- 
ing week of August 30, effective until 
November 30, 1938. Contract provides 
for a minimum wage of $40 a month, 
with board, transportation and lodging. 

SHOW FOR HUMPHRIES—Len Hum- 
phries, English showman and Canadian 
representative of World’s Fair, resident 
of Toronto, organizing an all-Canadian 
and English circuit to tour Canada next 
season. . Will be motorized. Announced 
early in September. 


NEWTON OPERATING SHOW — On 
September 16 at Waynesburg, Pa., Na- 
tional Show Company, which operated 
Walter L. Main Circus last few years in 
partnership with William Newton Jr., 
disposed of its interests to Newton, who 
operated it remainder of season. Main 
arranged with Newton for use of title 
rest of 1937. 

BIG ONE UNDER GAINESVILLE— 
Gainesville, Tex., had its first Sunday 
circus engagement September 26 when 
Ringling-Barnum exhibited there, under 
sponsorship of Gainesville Community 
Circus. It is probably first time in cir- 
cusdom that one big-top aggregation 
Played under auspices of a similar or- 
ganization. 

HAYNES SUCCEEDS BELL — Thomas 
Haynes succeeded the late Charles A. 
(Chick) Bell in September as head ticket 
seller of Ringling-Barnum Circus. 

BARNES’ BANNER DAY—AI G. Barnes 
and §:lls-Floto Circus gave three per- 
formances at Tulsa, Okla., Labor Day— 
two in afternoon and regular night show. 
It was biggest day in history of Barnes 
show. Each performance was an over- 
flowing straw house. 

HOXIE LEAVES SHOW—Jack Hoxie 
and several acts cf Jack Hoxie Circus 
left show following date at Grenada, 
Miss., September 18, but R. M. Harvey 
continved with it. It closed at Rose- 
dale, Miss., September 21; reason, con- 
tinulous bed business. 

SILVER SHOW FIRST-—Silver Bros.’ 
Circus, at Mantco, N. C., September 27, 
was first circus ever to appear on his- 
toric Roanoke Island Part of profits 
went tc Manteo High School for allowing 
use of its grounds. 

S. L. CRONIN HONORED — Manager 
S. L. Cronin of Barnes show was pre- 
sented at Amarillo, Tex., September 24 
with a platinum Hamilton Master 23- 


OUTDOOR PERFORMERS- 
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Tear out this cou- 


pon and mail to 
AFA, 1560 Broad- 
way, New York, 


and you will re- or Department 


ceive a FREE copy 
of the AFA Re- 
porter. 


| \Name of Act 
' 
| 


Bremerton, with “ 


jewel watch, with a platinum chain and 
knife to match, by 33 members of show 
that trouped with him since 1929, when 
he took over management of organiza- 
tion. 

CSSCA CONVENTION—After deciding 
to conduct a campaign to double its 
membership within the next year and 
make it include tents all over the coun- 
try, the national Circus Saints and Sin- 
ners’ Club, at its ninth annual conven- 
tion at Richmond, Va., September 30- 
October 1, elected Remmie L. Arnold, of 
Petersburg, Va.. president to succeed 
John C. Goode, of Richmond. C. S. 
Goldston was re-elected secretary. 

DENMAN DEATH — George (Deafy) 
Denman, 66, superintendent of elephants 
with Ringling-Barnum until his retire- 
ment in 1933, died of a heart attack 
September 30 in Bridgeport, Conn. 

R-B BREAKS RECORD — Ringling- 
Barnum set an all-time record at 
Houston, Tex., night of October 4, when 
more than 18,000 people were packed 
inte the ient. It was without exception 
the greatest circus crowd in history. 
Roland Butler, general press representa- 
tive of show. said. 

JESSOP PRESIDENT—S. T. Jessop, 
president of U. S. Tent and Awning 
Company, was elected president of Na- 
tional Tent and Awning Manufacturers’ 
Association at 26th annual convention 
in Chicago during week of October 11. 

McGUYRE DEATH — Frank McGuyre, 
legal adjuster of Mighty Haag Circus, 
died in hospital at Lumberton, N. C., 
October 16 of uraemic poisoning. Joined 
Haag show in 1900, and with exception 
of a few years with John Robinson and 
Downie Bros. remained with that show 
until his death. Burial at Talladega, 
Ala. : 

RYAN DEATH—Danny Ryan, 69, for- 
mer well-known circus performer, died 
in New York City in October. Was active 
in show business for more than 40 
years. Interment at Yonkers, N. Y. 

WATTS, PARKER BUY SHOW—Ira M. 
Watts and Charles H. Parker bought 
title and equipment of Seal Bros.’ Circus 
from Bud E. Anderson October 29. Will 
be called Parker & Watts Circus. 

MAYNARD RE-ENGAGED—Ken May- 
nard, stand-out cowboy attraction with 
Cole Bros.’ Circus this season, will again 
be with show in 1938. Will present en- 
larged concert. Announced latter part 
ef October. 

BARNETT ON ROAD—Barnett Bros.’ 
Circus, which was off road during sum- 
mer, opened latter part of October at 
Whitmire, S. C. Ray W. Rogers, who 
was manager of Wallace Bros. during 
regular season, is manager of Barnett 
for late fall and winter tour. 

RINGLINGS REGAIN MANAGEMENT 
—Operation and management of Ring- 
ling-Barnum Circus reverted to estate 
of John Ringling at a meeting in Wash- 
ington, D. C., November 4 when Allied 
Owners, Inc., holder of a mortgage 
against Ringling ownership of show, was 
paid off and mortgage, already paid 
down to $800,000, satisfied. Amount was 
paid off thru a refinancing program and 
also thru co-operation of the govern- 
ment, which heid large bond and stock 
assets of the Ringlines. A new note 
and morteace were issued to Manufac- 
turers’ Trust Comvanv of New York. 

H-W CLOSZS EARLIER—Hagenbeck- 
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Extending To My Friends 


With the Various Circuses 


Season’s Greetings 
and wishing them 

A Happy and Prosperous 
1938 Season 


ELMER A. KEMP 


Wallace Circus closed at Austin, Tex., 
November 8 instead of the 13th at 
Brownsville, 12s had been planned. 

GOVERNMENT FILES CLAIMS—Claim 
for $3,045,049 was filed in court at 
Tampa, Fla., and one for $1,100,000 in 
New York by the federal government 
against estates of the Ringlings for in- 
come taxes second week in November. 

McCOY ON 30 CARS—Col. Tim Mc- 
Coy, who will present a Wild West show 
next season, will move on 30 cars. Pere 
sonnel will include about 400 people. 


IS Yeats ge 


(From The Billboard Dated 
December 30, 1922) 


The International Association of Bill- 
posters and billers and the general 
agents of circuses closed their annual 
meeting at the Palmer House, Chicago, 
December 20. A new agreement. pro- 
viding a $10-a-month salary holdback, 
which was to go to the billposters’ union 
if the billposter quit or was discharged, 
was adopted. ...P. A. Bacon, former 
advertising man for Ringling Bros., 
established an outdoor advertising busi- 
ness in Dallas. . . . Earl Burgess, former 
circus executive, was associated with 
Vie Leighton at the Erlanger Booking 
Exchange, New York. . . . John G. Robin- 
son was elected Oriental Guide of Syrian 
Shrine Temple, Cincinnati, December 16. 

Detréit Circus Committee show was 
engaged for the event under Syrian 
Shrine Temple auspices at Music Hall, 
Cincinnati, week of February 26. . 2 
Lee Smith and Ray Wood were with 
the M. L. Clark Overland Show in Louis- 
iana after closing with Christy Bros.’ 
shows. . . . Joe A. Dobeck, juggler, was 
Playing vaude dates in New Orleans. 
- « .» Charles Fick, former trouper, was 
in the dairy and poultry business in 
Topeka, Kan.... Local No. 74. 
IABP&B, Lancaster, Pa., was reorganized 
and elected Thomas J. Goodhart, presi- 
dent; Harry Rutter, secretary-treasurer; 
Nick J. Nary, business agent, and Elmer 
Mehaffey, C. F.. Wise, E. H. Shank and 
Henry Mahler, trustees. 

William Collette, veteran billposter, 
was working as a stagehand at Orpheum 
Theater, St. Louis. . . . Sanders’ Trained 
Animal Show was wintering in Joplin, 
Mo. . . . Eddie Orth, of Ringling-Bar- 
num Advertising Car No. 1, was married 
in Chicago December 15... . Ed Ray- 
mond, clown with Hagenbeck-Wallace 
Circus, was nearly recovered from an 
injured eye sustained June, 1922. 
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Under the Marquee 


By CIRCUS SOLLY 


COLE BROS.’ greeting card is a pip 
with plenty of color—a la circus. 


RAGS RAGLAND will be with Dakota 
Bill’s Wild West Circus as superintend- 
ent and assistant to Dakota Bill. 


CONNER TRIO (Jimmie, Bertha and 
Al) arrived at home in Houston, Tex., 
to spend the holidays. 


MAKE IT A POINT to refer to the Letter 
List every week. There may be mail for you. 


GEORGE ORTH, on the Al. G. Barnes 
brigade past season, is operating a tav- 
ern at Kenosha, Wis. Is called the 
Billposters Tavern. 


THE O’NEILLS, comedy acrobats, con- 
cluded a four weeks’ engagement night 
of December 24 at the Famous-Barr 
Store, St. Louis. 


DAVE DURRETT, who had the pit 
show on Haag Bros.’ Circus, recently ar- 
rived at his home in Macon, Ga., for the 
winter. Reports he had a good season. 


CLARENCE AUSKINGS is_ general 
agent for Federated Lyceum Bureaus. Is 
ahead of Roba, magician, and company 
in “Nite in Wonderland,” which is play- 
ing in Missouri. 


ROUTE BOOKLET of Walter L. Main 
Circus, issued by “Hi-Brown” Bobby 
Burns, has, in addition to the itinerary, 
the program, entire personnel and sev- 
eral illustrations. 


Rest time for circus managers is over. In 
just a few more days the hard work in pre- 
paring for the next road season will be on in 
earnest. Few managers get much rest between 
December and the show's opening. 


EDDIE JACKSON, former press agent 
now on the Big Show advance, recently 
left his winter home in Macon, Ga., to 
spend the holidays with relatives in 
Akron, O. 


JACK KOFRON, bandmaster of Seal 
Bros.’ Circus past season, and wife visited 
with Mary Norton, Bert Dearo, Harold 
and George Christy and Hal Silvers at 
Elks’ Thrill Circus, San Antonio, Tex. 


WILLIAM C. H. LUMB, who had ad- 
vance car on Roberts Circus past season 
and who also was on advance of Walter 
L. Main Circus, is salesman for Bastian 
Bros., of Rochester, N. Y. Will again be 
with a big top coming season. 


BERTHA BERT and Jack Moran, who 
closed season with Mighty Haag Circus, 
visited Ray Rayette at Bainbridge, Ga. 
Moran then went to Florida and Miss 
Bert to Birmingham, where she is nurs- 
ing in a hospital. 


AT PARKER & WATTS quarters, Eme- 
poria, Kan., horse and pony acts are be- 
ing trained by Jimmy O’Dell. J. E, 
(Blackie) Bowman is breaking a new 
routine for elephants. He also does 
an unhelmeted head carry with Ena, 
show’s largest bull. 


SHOWMEN’S LEACUE of America is the 
oldest organization of outdoor showmen in 
America, conducted by showmen for showmen 
in the outdoor show world. If you are not 
a member why not join? 


GEORGE HANNEFORD family is back 
home at Glens Falls, N. Y., after play- 
ing Hamid-Morton Circus at Houston, 
Tex., and Elks’ Circus at Portland, Me. 
Expects to appear at indoor dates after 
first of year. Family was with Tom Mix 
Circus past season. 


HINNIE MARCUM closed his second 
season with the Thatcher Stanbury 
Production Company as producing clown. 
The Christmas parade unit made a 
number of States, opening at Waterloo, 
Ia., and closing at Fort Dodge, Ia., Ley- 
man Snell was manager of unit. 

WHERE ARE the circus writers? It isn’t 
very nice for some of the smaller shows to 
bodily appropriate the advance press notices 
of other circuses and simply substitute their 
own title. One of these circuses advertised 
“traveling on 40 steel cars.” It reached town 
traveling on eight trucks tied together with 
bailing wire. 


VAL VINO, veteran lecturer and an- 
nouncer, concluded an engagement as 
lecturer in side show under direction of 


the three-legged man, Francisco Lentini, 
touring with Crafts Carnival Company 
No. 1 and exhibiting exclusively in Cali- 
fornia. Val Vino will spend winter in 
Los Angeles. 


EDDIE HENRICKS, past season with 
Wallace Bros.’ Circus, doing heel and toe 
traps and working in riding act, returned 
to his home in Menominee, Mich., for 
holidays. En route he visited friends in 
Fayetteville, N. C., and Akron, O. Last 
season his picture was used by Graham 
Motor Company in magazines and on 
posters for advertising purposes. 


DAN KERR, former gateman for the 
Ringling show, and Ed Christensen, for- 
mer aerialist and later ventriloquist with 
Hagenbeck-Wallace, are on staff of the 
Hinsdale, IJl., Sanitarium and Hospital. 
Former is chef and in charge of kitchen 
help, and latter is doing X-ray work. 
Would be pleased to have troupers visit 
them when in the vicinity. 


For several seasons when L. C. Gillette was 
general agent for the John H. Sparks Circus a 
horse and buggy were carried on the adver- 
tising car. A printing press also was carried 
for printing date slips. Colonel Gillette was 
general agent of this famous show for 12 
seasons. He is wintering on his farm near 
Pensacola, Fla., but will return to the Cole 
Bros.’ Circus next season, his fourth with that 
circus. 


H. W. Cole Writes 
Re Montgomery Queen 


Harry W. Cole, 1889 West Grand boule- 
vard, Detroit, Mich., sends the follow- 
ing for Billy Hoffman’s information: 
“Adam Forepaugh had purchased horse 
feed from Montgomery | Queen, a Brook- 
lyn liveryman, and sized Queen up as 
having the qualifications of a showman. 
For Queen was an upstanding figure of 
@ man, one who would be noticeable 
around the front door of a show. Be- 
sides that, he knew something about 
horseflesh. So when Adam bought a 
bankrupt circus in the fall of 1872 he 
had slight difficulty in persuading Queen 
to become a partner in the new show to 
be put out the next season. Later Queen 
bought out his partner and owned the 
show. Forepaugh, likely, was able to con- 
vince Queen that the show business was 
a good one. 

“Queen, who looked like an actor, and 
‘was an imposing figure in a frock coat, 
was soon sporting a diamond in his shirt 
front. His circus, a one-ring show with 
a good menagerie, opened as a wagon 
show. But the pace was too slow for 
Queen’s plans, who, learning circuses 
were scarce in California, chartered a 
train and went west. 


Show on the Coast 

After playing a season on the Coast, 
he went into quarters there, remaining 
in that country the next season, then 
returning on a triumphant tour, with 
topnotchers like Romeo Sebastian; Molly 
Brown, first girl to flip a somersault on 
a bareback horse, it was asserted; with 
A. J. Forepaugh and his two performing 
elephants; William Burke and Nat Aus- 


CHARLES H. PARKER, who with 
Ira M. Watts, recently bought the 
title and equipment of Seal Bros.’ 
Circus from Bud E. Anderson. Show 
will be known as Parker & Watts 
Circus. Parker has been with Howe’s 
Great London, Kit Carson, Gollmar 
Bros, and Patterson shows. 


tin, clowrs; James Robinson, and the 
English bounding jockey, Charles W. 
Fish. Remainder of program was of the 
same superlative merit. There was no 
side show, no grift. The circus perform- 
ance was unexcelled for quality. It 
looked like nothing could stop a show- 
man presenting such a high-class show, 
and for a time nothing did. Another 
trip to the Coast followed and on its 
return the show was billed as Mont- 
gomery Queen's Great Shows of Cali- 
fornia. 


“But by that time Montgomery Queen 
had undergone a change. He neglected 
the management of the show and disap- 
peared for days without any explanation. 
And the former imposing figure grew 
slovenly and careless in his dress. The 
showman underwent an _ inexplicable 
transformation without the secret of it 
ever being revealed. With the title as- 
signed to the Buffalo Courier Printing 
Company, as some of the employees 
found out when they tried to collect 
their pay in St. Louis near the end of 
the season, the show went into quarters 
at Louisville, broke, and was sold at 
auction in February, 1878.” 


Miami 


MIAMI, Dec. 25.—Floyd Bell, publicity 
director of Suffolk Downs race track, 
will be here for the winter. 

Selma Zimmerman, formerly with 101 
Ranch Show, will be here until spring. 

Mrs. John G. Robinson and son, John, 
have arrived and will be here for winter. 
Were guests at a luncheon given by Bob 
Morton and wife. 

J. Frank Hatch is settled for winter 
at a hotel at Miami Beach. 


Work is only work when you are fol- 
lowing Somebody’s orders, not your own. 
—Fred B. Barton in “Let Yourself Go.” 


PICTURED HERE are Spencer Penrose, whose hobby is the Cheyenne 
Mountain Zoo; Jess Adkins and Zack Terrell, of Cole Bros.’ Circus; Leonard 
Stroud, who directed the Will Rogers Memorial Rodeo at Colorado Springs, 


and Ken Maynard, with Cole show. 


When Willie Sells 


Rode Chesterfield 


The horses prance and pirouette, 

The bands are playing loud, 

And the grandest circus pageant 
Moves on before the crowd. 

The same old camels hump along, 

And zebras, as of yore, 

Seem lulled to dreams of pastures green, 
Despite the lions’ roar, 


The banners wave to every breeze, 
And gaudy tinsel gleams 

On knights of old, in armor bright, 
And famous bareback queens. 

The country folk throng every curb 
And gape in wondrous awe 

At all this pomp and splendor that 
Beats all they ever saw. 


But somehow I can’t quite enthuse 
And join in with the throng, 

For circuses have lost the spell 
Which held me _ once s0 long. 

In years now passed, in days of yore 
Which recollections bring— 

When Willie Sells rode Chesterfield 
Around the sawdust ring. 


This rider rides in the ring no more, 
But as a showman bold 

By lettered name, on show bills gay, 
The story soon is told. 

His turn with Chesterfield no more 
Has place on program's sheet; 

No longer crowds wait anxiously 
Their coming in to greet. 


And, Willie Sells, I wonder; yes, 

I wonder if you are 

As happy now 4s you were then. 

When kings of lands afar 

Saw you perform those wondrous feats, 
As around the ring you went 

And held the whole attention 

Of all beneath the tent. 


And, Willie Sells, I wonder; yes, 
I wonder if you’d like 
To live again those youthful days 
If only for tonight, 
And what you'd give to hear again 
The music’s crash and swing 
And ride old Chesterfield once more 
Around the sawdust ring. 
—Phil Eastman. 

(EDITOR’S NOTE—The above poem, 
written by Eastman when he was an 
editor on The Topeka Kansian, Topeka, 
Kan., between 1886 and 1890, was sent 
by C. B. (Butch) Fredricks. He and 
Homer D. Hobson Sr., both of whom are 
still living, trouped together at that 
time with the Sells Bros. and S. H. Bar- 
rett shows.) 
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Letter From Duble— 


(Continued from page 73) 


band leader of big show band of 20 
pieces. All newspaper advertising men- 
tioned Weldon’s Concert Band. 


59 Stands in Texas 

“Show played 59 stands in every section 
of Texas that fall, closing December 14 
in Brenham, Fred Buchanan’s Yankee 
Robinson Show followed us in Sweet- 
water and Snyder, Tex. Both put out 
plenty of advertising matter. Dode Fisk 
had some of the best baggage and ring 
stock obtainable. The fine elaborate 
mirrored band wagon and 10-horse team 
of slick dapple grays had formerly been 
with the Ringling show. Farmers and 
others who had their teams tied around 
the Courthouse square of those wild 
looking towns of Western Texas on cir- 
cus day would grab the bridle as Doc 
Coates, announcer, seated alongside the 
driver, called out, ‘Hold your horses, the 
elephants are coming,’ while Weldon's 
band would hit up an old circus march, 
Waterville, by R. B. Hall. 


“There is a demand for a railroad cir- 
cus such as the Dode Fisk show and 
it must have the parade to meet the 
public demand. One essential is a band 
large and good enough to be a feature 
such as Fisk had. Those who trouped 
with his show might ask, ‘Will there 
ever be another show like it?’ The an- 
swer is, we will be anxiously waiting to 
see that new railroad show pull out of 
Macon, Ga., next April.” 
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The Corral 


By ROWDY WADDY 


NEGOTIATIONS for a purse rodeo to 
be held in Maple Leaf Garden, Toronto, 
are reported to be under way. 


MIKE HASTINGS, for years major- 
domo for Col. W. T. Johnson, is winter- 
jing in Pt. Worth, Tex. 


TIN HORN HANK KEENAN, with 
Steamboat and Pork Chops, is wintering 
on a farm near Deposit, N. Y. 


LOYD AND BLANCHE McBEE are lo- 
cated in San Fernando, Calif. They ex- 
pect to work in Western pictures this 
winter. 


JACK RINEHART and Oklahoma Cur- 
ley are presenting Sunday shows in Hol- 
land, Mo., to okeh crowds, according to 
E. R. Roberts, of Blytheville, Ark. 


READ THE letter list this and every 
issue. Rowdy has noticed that several 
rodeo and Wild West folk are listed 
therein. 


MAJOR GEORGE SCOTT is again win- 
tering in Miami after a successful sea- 
son. He reports that he will stage two 
rodeos there this winter. 


JACK KOSHMAN, of Paterson, N. J., 
will stage his second annual rodeo in 
Hinchecliffe Stadium, Paterson, late in 
May. 


GRACE RUNYON, cowgirl bronk rider, 
who recently underwent an appendec- 
tomy in a Troy (N. Y.) hospital, is re- 
ported to be doing splendidly. 


TOMMY CROPPER, trick rider; But- 
tons Yonnick, steer rider, and Eddie 
Hovencamp, dogger and calf roper, are 
wintering in Ft. Worth, Tex. 


DOC KINDLON has his string of high 
school, trick riding and jumping horses 
on his ranch near Norristown, Pa. Stock 
was with the Cliff Gatewood Rodeo past 
season. 


BOB ROEBUCK, Al Carey and Curley 
Bell, former rodeo contestants, are now 
associated with the mounted police force 
at the Walkill (N. Y.) State Prison. 
Frank Biron, roper, who has been in 


oot oe long, pad wear. 
ity Boots at lowest prices. 
Free Catalog shows big “4 


Western Saddle Mfg. Co. 
1651 Larimer Denver, Colo. 


charge of the prison constabulary for @ 
number of years, is directing their 
activities. 


SNAKE HORSE ROGERS, at the close 
of the fall rodeo season, spent a few 
weeks with relatives in Houston and 
Tyler, Tex., and then entrained for 
Toronto, Can., to spend the holidays. 


HOW ABOUT A WORD from those of 
you who made the recent rodeos in the 
New York, Chicago and Boston? Where 
are you and what are you doing this 
winter? Tell Rowdy about it. 


HARRY WILLIAMS, calf roper and 
arena director of the annual Vinita 
(Okla.) Rodeo, will be identified with 
the JE Ranch Rodeo next season. He 
will again handle the Oklahoma event in 
the fall. 


C. L. McLAUGHLIN, business manager 
of the Collins Rodeo Company, letters 
from Huntsville, Ala., that things are 
shaping up nicely for the organization’s 
engagements at the Birmingham and 
New Orleans rodeos, 


KIRBY STEWART American Legion 
Post will stage its second annual purse 
rodeo at Bradenton, Pla., late this week. 
Contestants who have arrived at the 
Florida spot include Buddy Mefford, 
Dave Sanford, Charlie Barnes, Bill and 
Mary Parks, Vic Blackstone and wife, 
Mr. and Mrs. Chip Morris, Doc Black- 
stone and Rock Parker. 


TEXAS ANN MIX and her NBC en- 
tertainers, after playing successful en- 
gagements in Philadelphia and Wilming- 
ton, Del., spots, have been booked into 
Baltimore and Washington spots for the 
holidays. Miss Mix, who took delivery 
on a new car and trailer recently, and 
her troupe will head for Florida imme- 
diately after the holidays, 


WONDER WHAT will be the outcome of 
the Rodeo Association of America and Cow- 
boy Turtle Association conventions which will 
be held this month. We hope the two bodies 
will see eye-to-eye on all points and do away 
with the controversies and petty bickerings 
which beset the field last year, and which will, 
if continued, result in the collapse of one 
of the foremost outdoor enterprises in 
America today. Rodeos are BIC business and 
should be treated as such. The stampedes, 
roundups, etc., have attained the high posi- 
tion they now hold in the hearts of the pay- 
ing public chiefly thru the employment of 
common sense and sound business methods 
on the part of promoters and contestants 
alike. If these events are to continue on that 
same high plane a spirit of co-operation should 
exist among all concerned. We hope both 
organizations have men big enough in their 
respective ranks to see the light before it’s 
too late with the result that after both con- 
fabs have run their course a closer harmony 
will exist, thus keeping the field from splitting 
at the seams. 
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The RAA and the Turtles 


By CUY WEADICK 


f< past season has seen several differences arise between rodeo managements 
and contestants. In ** “majority of cases the disagreements were between 
* members of the F“_5 Assoc:ation of America, who claim to be the official 
governing body of competitive cowboy sport in the United States and Canada, and 
the rodeo contestants’ organization known as the Cowboy Turtle Association. 


These organizations represent the majority in this field of amusement en- 
deavor. One blames the other for the troubles. There can be no doubt that both 
are at fault to a certain extent. However, no one can deny the fact that at present 
the rodeo is a BUSINESS, and all those engaged in it depend upon the support of the 
paying public for its success. 


As the RAA holds its annual convention early in January, it is hoped that 
its executives will get down to brass tacks and go thoroly into the matter, without 
fear or favor, of sifting to the bottom the charges against their members as claimed 
by the contestants. It is hoped also that the Turtles will likewise thoroly investi- 
gate the claims made against contestants by members of the RAA. So that when 
properly appointed committees for both organizations meet they. will be fully em- 
powered to act in coming to a definite understanding as to what will work out to 
the advantage of both sides. Surely there are big enough men in both groups to 
respect all reasonable views. For the rodeo to continue and function as a REAL 
BUSINESS, REAL BUSINESS tactics must be employed by all. 


Question of Eligibility 
As near as can be learned, at present there is no definite understanding as 
to just what constitutes a “professional” contestant. Neither is there any definite 


rule in existence that prohibits anyone from entering a contest anywhere regardless 
of previous proven ability. 


It would seem that if those engaged in selling the rodeo as an “official” 
competitive sport (where “official” titles and markings are awarded) to a public 
that is expected to take these claims with any degree of seriousness something will 
have to be done before the 1938 season starts and point awards commence to de- 
termine just what is necessary to be eligible to enter such “official” competitions. 

It is absurd, of course, to expect the public to pay big-time prices to witness 
what is advertised as an “official” contest where “official” awards are made and 
in reality see a performance of either rank amateurs or amateurs with a sprinkle 
of talent of proven ability. 


Points at Issue 


It does look as tho the time has arrived when managements and contestants 
who desire to be recognized as “official” must get together, quit stalling, stop play- 
ing both sides against the middle and have these things settled; that is, if they 
expect the paying public to take their claims seriously. 


The principal points at issue seem to be: The contestants desire ALL entry fees 
added to the purses offered by managements. Reasonable purses that will warrant 
the contestants of ability and experience and with equipment to come and com- 
pete for. Honest and capable judges. Competent arena and chute help that will 
not only make for a faster and better show, but eliminate many things where 
contestants are liable to be injured or lose points thru the inability or lack of ex- 
perience of incompetent help. They also desire the distribution of the purses in 
@ fair and equitable manner, so that all attending have a fair show at winning 
a share. They also desire only those with proven experience and ability to be 
eligible to enter any event that is offering RAA point awards. The suggestion has 
been made that in order to develop new talent minor events be provided at shows 
desiring to use “amateur” talent. In this instance I suppose “amateur” would 
mean any contestants who have not previously contested nor made any show to 


warrant their appearance with those sometimes termed “professionals” whose past _ 


record is well known as having ability. 


On the other hand, managements want to be assured that contestants desiring 
to enter their shows shall follow the RAA rules as to having their entry fees in full 
on the line by the time required by the rules—not expect to “work it out” with 
jobs. They desire all entries to be on hand opening day and to be properly 
equipped and dressed as called for by rules to participate in all parades, etc., and 
to remain until the show has been completed. They desire that any contestant 
who does not think that they are offering enough in purses, or that the rules 
are not to suit him, should stay away from such a show rather than come to town 
and then find fault with everything they have advertised 30 days before their 
opening as called for by the rules. The managements, in most cases, feel that as 
they are responsible for the financing of their attractions they should run them, 
provided, of course, that they foJlow the RAA rules, which contestants are assumed 
to have regarded as okeh. 


Committee Essential 


It will be seen by the foregoing that the only way to straighten out the ob- 
jections is for both organizations to appoint a committee composed of men who 
know the rodeo business, who have the confidence and respect of their respective 
organizations, and empower them to effect agreements at a meeting tc be held 
as soon after the RAA convention as possible. 


But before such a meeting takes place it is absolutely necessary that both 
organizations get their own houses in order and be in such shape that any commit- 
tee selected by them will know exactly what is what and be prepared to speak with 
authority that any and all agreements entered into will be fully sustained and 
carried thru the entire season of 1938. 

Until such time as both organizations can handle their own members and 
vouch for the living up to all rules and agreements entered into there is not 
much hope for success. 

It is foolish for either side to bicker, threat and stall. Both memberships 
should cut out sectionalism, petty jealousies and trying to play both sides against 
the middle. Contest managements need experienced contestants and experienced 
contestants need experienced managments. 

A few scattered shows will never take care of the large number of experienced 
boys and girls, properly equipped and with real ability, that are in the business 
today. They need every show, large and small, covering the United States and 
Canada, all working under standard rules, judged by honest and capable officials, 
and suitable live stock, with real showmanlike performances, all working for the 
general success of the rodeo business as well as individuals. These things must 
be attended to if the public is to be expected to support rodeos as a sport and as at- 
tractions worthy of its money at the box office. 

Let’s hope the new year will be a happy and prosperous one for all in the 
rodeo business and to the hundreds of thousands who have loyally kept the busi- 
ness growing by their paid attendance. 
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NEW KENTUCKY ORG 


Officials Meet 
For State Assn. 


& 
Initial gathering in Frank- 
fort insists on clean mid- 
ways at future annuals 


e 

FRANKFORT, Ky., Dec. 25—A Ken- 
tucky Association of County Fairs is 
the aim of representatives of a number 
of fair boards who met here on Decem- 
ber 10 and who are scheduled to hold 
a@ later meeting to perfect organization. 

It is planned to have a body that will 
stand for the general interests of fairs 
in the State, to arrange dates that will 
not conflict and to co-operate in secur- 


. ing suitable entertainment, 


Considerable objection was voiced 
against some shows that carnival com- 
panies have brought in at fairs, present- 
day rides were praised and no objection 
to concession games was made, pro- 
vided they are conducted legitimately. 

“Fair officials took the position that 
No good reason could exist for fair as- 
sociations, which hold themselves as 
educational, bringing into their com- 
munities shows which could not be at- 
tended by people of both sexes and all 
ages,” said Secretary Joseph Polin, 
Washington County Fair, Springfield. 


Dallas Board 
Taking Stock 


Assets reviewed and direc- 
tors named in preparation 


for 1938 State Fair 


e 

DALLAS, Dec. 25. --- Directors of the 
State Pair of Texas in annual meeting 
here on Tuesday re-elected incumbent 
officials, headed by Otto Herold, for 
19388. The new term will represent Mr. 
Herold’s seventh consecutive year as 
president. Others are Hugo Schoell- 
kopf, first vice-president; T. M. Cullum, 
second vice-president; Roy Rupard, sece 
retary; Fred F. Florence, treasurer. 

Failing to reappoint George D. An- 
derson as superintendent of grounds, 
buildings, space and concessions, direc- 
tors named Fred Tennant superintend- 
ent of space and concessions and J. 8. 
Buckalew superintendent of grounds and 
buildings. E. Paul Jones was renamed 
director of publicity and Bowen Cox 
was re-elected auditor. 

Other superintendents in charge of 
departments will be selected as soon as 
honorary committeemen are named to 

out departmentalized plans for 
the 1938 fair. Departmental committee 
appointments may be made at a direc- 

(See DALLAS BOARD on page 82) 


Cooper Trophy Again Put 
Up for Managers in Ohio 


COLUMBUS, 0O., Dec. 25.—Contest for 
the Myers Y. Cooper silver trophy will be 
carried on again at annual meeting of 
Ohio Fair Managers’ Association in the 
Deshler-Wallick Hotel here on January 
12 and 13, seid Executive Secretary Mrs. 
Don A. Detrick, Bellefontaine. It is 
awarded for the best presentation in a 
two-minute talk on “Why My Fair Is 
the Best in the State.” 

Program has been arranged differently 
this year, forenoon of opening day to 
have group conferences of presidents, 
secretaries and speed officials, with gen- 
eral session in afternoon and speed and 
concessions and attractions conferences 
at night. 

Joint meeting of fair managers and 
State department of agriculture will be 
held Thursday forenoon, general ,session 
and award of trophy offered by Honorary 
President Cooper, former governor of 
Ohio, in afternoon, and banquet at 
night. 


JOHN P. MULLEN, Fonda, was re- 
elected by acclamation as president 
of Iowa State Fair board at the an- 
nual meeting held in conjunction 
with the 30th annual convention of 
Iowa Fair Managers’ Association last 
month in Des Moines. He has headed 
the board since 1931. 


G. G. Expo Heads 
To Squash Rackets 


SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 25.—Golden 
Gate International Exposition officials 
declare that local business men are 
being harassed by “telephone salesmen” 
claiming to represent the exposition, par- 
ticularly salesmen of expo seals and 
stamps. 

The management wants it known that 
no official seal is for sale, that the ex- 
position derives no financial benefit 
from any sales of any product and that 
no expo official or employee is identified 
with sale of any product using the ex- 
position name. Thru co-operation with 
the Better Business Bureau, the expo 
is working to squash all exposition 
rackets before they get started. 

Employment of co-ordinator of county 
exhibits for the exposition has been 
authorized by the State personnel board, 
position to pay between $400 and $500 
a month. Eric Cullenward, secretary to 
Mayor Rossi, was slated for the job, it 
was said, but will remain in his present 


post. 


SEATTLE.—This State will have full 
participation in Golden Gate Interna- 
tion Exposition, San Francisco Fair, 
in 1939. Keith Southard, representing 
the expo, was here conferring with E, B. 
McGovern, State Progress Commission 
representative, and other State officials 
who plan participation. Washington has 
reserved 30,000 square feet in the West- 
ern States’ Palace. 


ele =a 


Stock Displays 
And Attractions 


—By HAROLD F. DEPUE 


Address of the secretary of North Mon- 
tana State Fair, Great Falls, before the 
47th annual meeting of the Interna- 
tional Association of Fairs and Exposi- 
tions in the Hotel Sherman, Chicago, on 
November 30. 


(Continued from last week) 


It is also essential that you treat ex- 
hibitors as human beings. Each should 
be personally visited and made to feel 
that the management feels glad they 
have come. Out in Montana we find 
that about three fingers of Scotch mixed 
with the greeting seems to help out. It 
is important that the visiting breeders 
be made acquainted with local men who 
raise the same varieties of stock. Get 
the boys to talking shop and they'll be 
glad they came. It is important to have 
them feel that way if you want them 
back next year. 

Another prime factor in making every- 
one feel good is to see that someone goes 
to see the live stock. Like all specialists, 
live-stock breeders are artists and the 
thing an artist seeks most is apprecia- 
tion. If he brings his champion bull or 
hog or goat 2,000 miles to your fair and 
no one comes around to look at it, he'll 
go home mad even if he wins a $1,000 
first prize. And if he goes home feeling 
that way he'll be justified, because it 
will show that you yourself thought so 
little of the live-stock exhibit that you 
didn’t play it up in the advance pub- 
licity as a major attraction. It is a 
major attraction; don’t forget that. So 
give it a ride with both advertising and 
publicity. It'll bring out the crowds. 

And, by the way, when the crowds 


(See STOCK DISPLAYS on page 82) 


E. G. WILLIAMS, SECRETARY OF BLUEHILL (ME.) FAIR, and the 


crowded grounds on Labor Day, 1937. 


He ig one fair secretary whom the fair 


board and townspeople refused to let resign, even after 16 years in the harness. 
During his incumbency the annual has long since emerged from the red and 
grabbed for itself the title.of “The State’s Biggest Little Fair.” 


Toll and Publicity 


SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 25.—If a 
publicity scheme is successful, visit- 
ing motorists will know more about 
the 1939 Golden Gate International 
Exposition than the average San 
Franciscan. From the moment he 
halts on the toll plaza of Golden 
Gate Bridge, the motorist is made 
“fair conscious.” Collecting the fare 
with one hand, the toll collector does 
double duty with the other, pasting 
a sticker picture of the bridge on the 
windshield and putting in the car a 
sturdy brochure titled “1939 World's 
Fair Facts.” Some wary motorists 
have almost gotten away without the 
pamphlet, but trained arms and eyes 
of tollmen have made them perform 
their duties with finesse. Indo-China 
and Norway have been added to the 
list of countries to participate in the 
expo. 


Rutland Has 
Big Showing 


Most successful annual in 

history of 92 years pre- 

sented in °37, says Davis 
® 

RUTLAND, Va., Dec. 25.—Annual re- 
port of trustees of Rutland County Agri- 
cultural Society, operator of Rutland 
Pair, discloses a series of facts that in- 
dicates financial and operation inde- 
pendence. Submitted by Manager Will 
L. Davis, the report shows that 130,317 
attended the fair on September 6-11, 
gross receipts were $99,679.39 for the 
fiscal year ending on December 1 and 
the society realized a cash profit of 
about $20,000, nearly all of which will 
be turned back into plant improvement. 

“It is with great pleasure that we re- 
port the most successful fair in the 92 
years of our. existence,” reads the report. 
“We had six perfect days and nights, 
best exhibits we have ever had and a 
wonderful grand-stand show, all of 
which combined to make the week @ 
record breaker. On Monday and Satur- 
day grand stand was sold out for after- 
noun and evening shows. Attendance 
was about 11 per cent above the previous 
year, and Labor Day was the largest we 
have ever had. 

“Total attendance was 130,317 and 
from nearly every standpoint this year’s 
fair was a great success and firmly es- 
tablished us as the largest fair in Ver- 
mont, third largest in New England and, 
outside of New York State Fair, Syra- 
= larger than any other New York 
air.” ° 

Has No Financial Aid 

The society met all obligations, in- 
cluding cost of many permanent im- 
provements, and the cash position as of 
December 1, 1937, is: Cash in bank cur- 


(See RUTLAND HAS on page 82) 


50,000 Pupils From State 
Expected at Tampa Annual 


TAMPA, Dec. 25.—Schools thruout 
Plorida will close on one day to permit 
pupils to attend the 1938 Florida State 
Pair here and participate in a special 
kids’ day program sponsored by Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, said General 
Manager P. T. Strieder. State-wide clos- 
ing will not interfere with the custom- 
ary Hillsborough County school chil- 
dren’s day. 

Several hundred dollars in cash and 
many other prizes will be offered by the 
Jaycee organization to schools sending 
largest number of students, traveling 
longest distance, etc. School busses from 
each county will be used. Gov. Fred P. 
Cone and Colin English, State superin- 
tendent of public instruction, will be 
among speakers. Over 50,000 children 
are expected. 

No successor to the late W. G. Brorein, 
for 25 years president of the fair, has 
been elected and it is probable that ac- 
tion will be deferred until the annual 
meeting next spring. Recent changes in 
executive staff include appointment of 
Secretary Russell Kay as publicity di- 
rector, succeeding James Malone, who 
became assistant to General Manager 
Strieder. 
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Why First-Rate Concessioners 
Shy of the N. Y. World’s Fair 


By ROGER LITTLEFORD JR. 


— it can be laid to internal friction, mismanagement, refusal to heed 
advice, complete indifference or a combination of them all, but it remains a 
fact that Exhibit-Concession Department of the New York World’s Fair might 
just as well be titled ‘‘Exhibit Division’’ and let it go at that. 


For months we have watched the sale of thousands of feet of exhibit space 
to foreign governments, to our own States and our own commercial firms. Definite 
plans have been formulated and approved by the host of prospective clients; 
architects have designed buildings, and a mall, perisphere and countless other 
items of interest within the grounds have been started. 


And for months we have been waiting—patiently—for definite plans of 
the Amusement Zone, Mile of Fun, the Midway or whatever you wish to call 
that part of an exposition that has always been an integral part of every big 
civic show place. Periodical announcements from the office of President Grover 
A. Whalen revealed that everything is fine—work is progressing remarkably 
well, layout of the sector is being completed and more than 7,000 prospective 
concessioners have signified their desire to be a part of ‘‘The World of 
Tomorrow.’’ 


Just who those 7,000 are we don’t know and neither does the World’s Fair. 
We do know (and the World’s Fair probably doesn’t) that there are not that 


jmany showmen in the entire world qualified to operate at an exposition... . 


We know that the amusement zone of an exposition reflects the character of the 
entire project. We know that after conferring with officials many first- 
rate concessioners have indicated that ‘‘they want no part of it.’’ . . . And 
we know that if those 7,000 applicants were confronted of a sudden with a 
contract and request for financial statement the list would dive like the 1929 
stock market. Not more than 150 of those 7,000 would have the means to meet 
the initial obligations. 


Altho officials have changed their minds often in recent months, latest 
reports have it that the general amusement layout, subject to still more altera- 
tions, of course, will consist chiefly of a rare combination of Broadway night 
life and mediocre carnival attractions. There are plans for magnificent French 
Casino-type dine and danceries not a stone’s throw from an archaic Ferris Wheel, 
despite the fact that any good carnival in recent years plays week after week 
with two, three and sometimes four similar rides. 


The concept of the amusement zone so far caters to the ‘‘tired business 
man’’ and the ‘‘butter and egg’’ types, tho even in that respect the lineup of 
shows has been foolishly selected. Elaborate night spots, restaurants, theaters, 
concert halls, etc., seem to be the concentration point at present, with a few 
carnival-type rides and shows thrown in to take care of the man in the lower 
income bracket—the man who evidently is not expected to visit Flushing 
Meadows to any great extent. 


From these observations it is evident the Concession Department knows not 
where it is headed. It is obvious that a couple of men — ho do know what it is 
all about are being opposed day after day and week after week by a few 
theatrical-minded executives who don’t know the difference between a free 
attraction and a Walk Thru, or that most people don’t like to walk in the rain. 
These same men might even decide to run the fair from November to April. Who 
knows? They certainly do not. 


New York, in other words, has completely overlooked mass attraction pos- 
sibilities—has failed to hit anywhere near a happy medium between class 
entertainment and mass amusement appeal. And if the New York fair opens 
on the present basis of entertainment distribution the year 1939 is sure to 
register one of the grandest, most complete flops in exposition history. The man 
who can afford a dollar or two on a day at the fair will find to his bewilderment 
that for him the fair offers nothing more than can be found at his own county 
fair, or if he’s a New Yorker, at Coney Island. 


Something should be done about it. 


In the first place the fair must realize that cost of footage for concessions 
must be cut considerably. Current prices are entirely out of line with sound 
business from*the concessioners’ standpoint. 


The fair must realize that featuring the midway with Harlem, Greenwich 
Village and Little Old New York_‘‘villages’’ is utterly preposterous. Why should 
anyone spend time and lots of dollars in facsimiles of actual scenes not more 
than 20 minutes away? They must realize that the city of New York has more 
appeal in itself than any exposition ever held anywhere. And to duplicate 
what that city offers is—well, you know the answer. 


The fair must realize that too close supervision of architecture is dangerous 
business—that similarity of appearance has cost more than one small-time special 
event lots of patronage. And that individuality of ‘‘front and flash’’ is one 
of the basic rules of all show business. 


_ The fair must realize that ‘‘dead’’ or unoccupied space between attractions 
is anything but conducive to the ‘‘carnival spirit’’ that must pervade any crowd 
before it spends money. 


The fair must realize that an amusement zone should not go to extremes in 
any single type of amusement. New York must not let villages predominate, 


just as it should not let too many cabarets, rides, illusions, revues or walk thru’s 
make their appearance, 


The fair must realize that the lower end of a midway is ALWAYS position 


for the attraction with the greatest appeal. It is the best possible insurance for 
complete circulation on the grounds. 


The fair must realize that Americans are nervous people who refuse to 
remain still when there is something else to see. Attractions lasting more than 
a very few minutes a single show must be kept at a minimum. The recent 
failure of theaters,. night clubs and concert halls to capitalize on the American 
Legion convention in this same city proved that. ; 


The fair must realize that it is in show business, not indoor and not out- 
door, but a marriage of the two. Mr. Whalen, Mr. Andrews, Mr. Krimsky and 
Mr. Mermey, all experienced, intelligent men, must realize that for probably 
the first time they are faced with a job that calls for expert advice. To date 
they have probably had it, but certainly not heeded it. 


The time is short, gentlemen. Get going! 


Fair Grounds 


CHATTANOOGA, Tenn.—Offices of the 
new Tri-States Fair, headed by Joe Engel, 
as president, and W. L. Broxton, as gen- 
eral manager, have been opened in Engel 
Stadium, and announcement has been 
made of a contract with Johnny J. Jones 
Exposition for the midway at the 1938 
fair in Warner Park. 


JASPER, Tex.—Following payment of 
heaviest entertainment cost and pre- 
miums in history of Jasper County Fair, 
the 1937 event cleared $202.24, said R. W. 
Curtis, secretary-manager. - Shows and 
concessions netted profit of $410.05 to 
wipe out deficits of other departments. 


LINCOLN.—Two Nebraska county fairs 
reported encouragingly on the 1937 sea- 
son, Saunders County Fair (Wahoo) 
having the biggest year since 1929 with 
profit of $2,250 against $950 in 1936. 
Furnas County Fair paid all premiums 
and some back debts. 


MILLERSBURG, O. — Relocation of 
Holmes County Fairgrounds and expan- 
sion of the 1938 fair to include new 
attractions met approval at the annual 
meeting here. Officers indicated that 
any ambitious effort in this regard is 
unlikely next year due to lack of funds. 


ANDERSON, 8S. C.—Annual meeting of 
South Carolina Association of Fairs will 
be held in the Jeffersqn Hotel, Columbia, 
on January 17 and 18, instead of on 
January 18 and 19, as first announced, 
said J. A. Mitchell, secretary of the asso- 
ciation and secretary of Anderson Fair. 


DES MOINES.—Plans for celebrating 
Iowa's territorial centennial with a 
State-wide Centennial Exposition at 1938 
Iowa State Fair were discussed at first 
meeting of the 1938 board in the State- 
house. Participation of communities, 
historical groups and patriotic bodies 
was discussed. 


PALMETTO, Fla. — Manager D. M. 
Reese of Manatee River Fair, to be held 
here, said permanent buildings wiil be 
erected for exhibits and that there will 
be stock and poultry shows and cash 
prizes for commercial exhibits. Manager 
Reese has been associated five years with 
George D. (Buck) Buchanan, lightning 
artist, as manager and advance repre- 
sentative, and since its inception in 1934 
has been associated with Manager 
Buchanan at Florida Tomato Festival, 
— which will again be held in 


Keller Quits in Eunice, La. 


EUNICE, La., Dec. 25.—Reorganization 
of Tri-Parish Fair Association here thru 
a@ divorcing from Chamber of Commerce 
sponsorship and the resignation of J. C. 
Keller, secretary-manager four years, was 
announced by directors. Board session 
was presided over by Ferdinand Quirk, 
president of both organizations, with 
M. J. Fruge acting as secretary-manager 
until a permanent fair director can be 
named. The fair association charter was 
amended to provide 11 board members, 
six to be from out of town and the 


others residents of this city. Mr. Keller, 
an officer in the State Pair Association, 
took over management of the Eunice 
Pair, which comprises St. Landry, 
Acadia and Evangeline Parishes, in 1933, 
when record attendance up to that time 
Was made. Attendance has increased 
yearly and all fair indebtedness has been 
paid off. 


Superior Report Is Good 


SUPERIOR, Wis., Dec. 25.—An indus- 
trial building, comfort station and sleep- 
ing quarters for nurses and 4-H Club 
members, with WPA co-operation, are 
planned for 1938 Tri-State Pair here, it 
was reported at the annual meeting. 
Secretary Max H. Lavine reported a sur- 
Plus of $1,189.14. About $3,000 in 


premium money is expected from the 
State. When the present administration 
took over six years ago, fair indebtedness 
was $80,300. For 1938 more midway 
lighting and more attractive barns are 
planned. 
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Fair Records Up Another Notch 


NOTHER year has brought about top records for fairs. These institutions have 
been going great guns in the last three years and observers are wondering 
just when the peak in attendances and receipts will be reached. 


“More all-time records for gate attendance, grand-stand receipts and midway 
grosses were reported in 1936 from fairs and expositions in the United States and 
Canada than in any previous year. It appeared as tho the climax might have been 
reached in the upswing which got under way in 1932.” 


This paragraph from The Billboard of a year ago also can apply to 1937 and 
indicates the continued advance. At end of the 1935 season The Billboard said, 
“This will go down as a year of top records in fairdom. Never before have so 
many all-time marks been made for attendances at gates and grand stands and 
of revenue therefrom.” 


Management Improving 


Either of these paragraphs will fit the 1937 scene by merely changing the 
dates. And again, as last year, fair men and women are predicting and preparing 
for a season in 1938 that will show an increase in public interest in State, district 
and county fairs. It appears that the momentum gained during the years of A 
Century of Progress in Chicago and other big expositions since has been accelerated 


by a “fair-minded” population, better times and more efficient management of 
annuals. 


“It’s good to see so-much enthusiasm and hear so many expressions ‘of 
optimism,” declared Retiring President Maurice W. Jencks, manager of Kansas 
Free Fair, Topeka, at the recent 47th annual meeting of the International Asso- 
ciation of Fairs and Expositions in Chicago. “I know that all of us are happy to 
have.survived the tough, lean years from 1930 to 1936, and for a long time to come 
we can look back with pride on that era because we know that during those 
years we led the great industry of agriculture thru a perilous journey and proved 
the worth of our institutions. In the face of almost insurmountable barriers we 
rendered a distinct service to a distressed business, and I belfeve our accomplish- 
ments during those years will forever place our fairs high on the honor scroll of 
American institutions.” 


Rain, Paralysis Hurt 
Having in the main put their own houses in order, the fair executives in the 
membership of the IAFE are turning to a broader view of the functions of that 
organization. At the 1937 meeting signs of a more aggressive policy were shown 
in demanding full government recognition of the needs of fairs and in opening 
sessions to smaller non-member fairs’ delegates who can have advantage of 
discussion of problems and enlightening talks by leaders in the field. 


Economic conditions were reflected in large gates and grosses, the only locali- 
ties where these went down being where rain interfered and in Eastern Canada 
and a few other points where infantile paralysis scares caused health officials to 
put on bans which hurt fair attendances. Among hardest hit along these lines 
were the Annuals in Saskatoon and Regina, Sask.; Ottawa and London, Ont., and 
Canadian National Exposition, Toronto; Ionia, Mich.; Nashville, Tenn.; Columbia, 
8S. C., and Charlotte, N.C. Big gains were made in St. Paul; Pomona, Calif.; Brock- 
ton, Mass.; Reading, Pa.; Topeka; Beaumont, Tex.; Billings, Mont.; Hutchinson, 
Kan.; Tulsa, Okla.; Chattanooga; Allentown, Pa.; Indianapolis; Oklahoma City; 
Richmond; Knoxville, Tenn.; Detroit; Bloomsburg, Pa.; Muskogee, Okla.; York, 
Pa.; Atlanta; Jackson, Miss.; Spartanburg, S. C., and Shreveport. 


Increases Are General 
This year 44 member fairs made returns to the IAFE, indicating by averages a 
total attendance increase over 1936 of 13.2 per cent. Afternoon grand-stand at- 
tendance showed an increase of 21.6 per cent-over 1936, night grand-stand attend- 
ance over 1936 increased 25.2 per cent and gross carnival business in 1937 was 
21.2 per cent greater than that of 1936. 


More all-time records were reached in these total attendances reported: Ak-Sar- 
Ben Stock Show, 43,500; Calgary Exhibition, 220,554; Cumberland (Md.) Fair, 
62,450; California State Fair, 600,941; Canadian National Exhibition, 1,302,000; 
Central Canada Exhibition, 379,000; Clay County Fair, Spencer, Ia., 135,000; Eastern 
States Exposition, 309,854; Edmonton Exhibition, 116,887; Illinois State Fair, 945,- 
000; Indiana State Fair, 383,544; Ionia (Mich.) Free Fair, 276,485; Iowa State Fair, 
381,279; Kansas Free Fair, 402,000; Maryland State Fair, 125,000; Midland Empire 
Fair, 109,136; Minnesota State Fair, 637,025; Mississippi Free State Fair, 200,000; 
Mississippi Valley Fair and Exposition, 46,467; Kansas State Fair, 275,000; Michigan 
State Fair, 420,318; Midsouth Fair, 152,301; Missouri State Fair, 270,903; National 
Dairy Show, 75,000; Nebraska State Fair, 77,489; New York State Fair, 271,152; 
Northern Wisconsin District Fair, 140,000; North Montana State Fair, 215,112; 
Oklahoma State Fair, 281,031; Regina Exhibition, 105,631; Saginaw (Mich.) Fair, 
131,800; South Dakota State Fair, 178,000; Southeastern Fair, 768,061; Saskatoon 
Exhibition, 68,350; Spartanburg (S. C.) Fair, 84,600; Tennesee Valley Fair, 163,840; 
Ohio State Fair, 350,000; State Fair of Louisiana, 285,432; Tulsa Four-State Fair, 
185,000; Wisconsin State Fair, 602,586; National Western Stock Show, 125,000; 
Western Fair, London, Ont., 111,681; York (Pa.) Interstate Fair, 244,100. 


Financial Outlays Heavy 

Many plants had permanent improvements, value of which was reported: Ak- 
Sar-Ben, Omaha, %75,000; Cumberland, $16,500; Sacramento, $80,603; Toronto, 
$30,000; Ottawa, Ont., $7,500; Spencer, Ia., $36,712; Springfield, Mass., $30,000; Ed- 
monton, $15,000; Indianapolis, $218,900; Ionia, $5,040.11; Des Moines, $24,724; 
Topeka, $27,000; Timonium, Md., $50,000; Billings, Mont., $18,465.73; St. Paul, 
$1,250,000; Jackson, Miss., $12,000; Davenport, Ig., $4,484.91; Hutchinson, Kan., 
$76,500; Detroit, $275,690.93; Sedalia, $38,175.20; Lincoln, $13,000; Syracuse, $700,- 
000; Chippewa Falls. Wis., $2,672.60; Great Falls, Mont., $58,504.33; Muskogee, Okla., 
$40,000; Saginaw, Mich., $3,688.90; Atlanta, $23,613.32; Saskatoon, $6,500; Spartan- 
burg, S. C., $600; Knoxville, $12,630; Columbus, O., $50,000; Shreveport. $750,000; 
Tulsa, $8,000; Milwaukee, $104,000; London, Ont., $8,000; York, Pa., $35,150.57. 


Better Midways Praised 


“I was glad to see that the carnival business at nearly every fair showed an 
increase,” said Mr. Jencks in his IAFE address. “In several towns business was 
affected by infantile paralysis, as was the case with Kansas Free Fair. I wish to 
congratulate owners of the different carnival companies on our circuits for the 
marvelous improvement they have made in their enterprises in the last four 
years. When we visualize one of the midways at any fair in 1937 we must feel 
that the men in that business are entitled to a lot of consideration for the fine 
way in which they have improved their organizations. While abroad this year I 
saw leading carnivals in Rome, Dublin and Berlin and they can in no way com- 
pare with the wonderful aggregations that are now playing our fairs.” 


, 
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Important Events and Happenings 
From December, ’36, to December, ’37 


(From Files of 


TEXAS CENTEN CLOSES—Texas Cen- 
tennial Exposition closed a six months’ 
run (177 days) in Dallas November 29 
with a crowd of 49,550. Grand total was 
6,353,827. Rain interfered the closing 
two days. 


WINTER FAIR BEST—Royal Winter 
Fair in Coliseum on Canadian National 
Exhibition grounds at Toronto, Novem- 
ber 18-20, was declared by executive of- 
ficers as best in years. 


N. Y. FAIR CAMPAIGN STARTS—New 
York’s campaign to distribute $27,829,- 
500 of debentures to finance the World’s 
Fair of 1939 got off to a brilliant start 
November 23 when the program was laid 
before 2,000 business and financial 
leaders at a gala dinner in the Hotel 
Astor. 

BOSTON’S NEW POST—L. B. Boston, 
former director of division of reclama- 
tion, soil survey and fairs, department 
of agriculture of Massachusetts, was ap- 
pointed managing director of Hampden 
County Improvement League at a meet- 
ing in Springfield, Mass., latter part of 
November, assuming duties December 1. 


HAMID SAILS—George A. Hamid, 
president George A. Hamid, Inc., sailed 
for Europe December 4 for a short tour 
of principal countries to scan attractions 
for importation. 

BEALS DIES—Wallace M. Beals, 55, 
superintendent of Poultry Division of 
Brockton (Mass.) Fair for 25 years, died 
November 30 in Avon, Mass. Interment 
in Avon Cemetery. 

GREEN DIES—Fred W. Green, 64, 
president of Ionia (Mich.) Free Fair, died 
November 30 in Munising, Mich. Inter- 
ment in Lansing, Mich. 

IAFE MEETING—The 46th annual 
meeting of International Association of 
Fairs and Expositions at Hotel Sherman, 
Chicago, December 1 and 2, drew by far 
the largest attendance up to that time. 
Maurice W. Jencks was elected president, 
and Ralph T. Hemphill was re-elected 
secretary-treasurer for the 14th consecu- 
tive year. 

EXPO RENAMED—Greater Texas and 
Pan-American Exposition early in De- 
cember was selected as the name of the 
fair to succeed the Texas Centennial Ex- 
position in Dallas. 

HEMPHILLS CELEBRATE—Ralph T. 
Hemphill, secretary Oklahoma State Fair, 
and wife celebrated their 25th wedding 
anniversary Sunday night, November 29 
in Chicago. 

IOWA MEN MEET—Fair Managers’ As- 
sociation of Iowa held its 29th annual 
convention at Savery Hotel, Des Moines, 
December 7 and 8, and went on record 
for increased State aid to care for higher 
premiums and probability of several new 
fairs. Victor Felter was elected president, 
and E. W. Williams was re-elected secre- 
tary-treasurer. 

RINGENS SAILS—Peejay Ringens, high 
diver, sailed December 10 from Los An- 
geles for the Far East, 

EXPO RENAMED—Rochester (N. Y.) 
Exposition Association on December 14 
was renamed Monroe County Fair and 
Rochester Exposition. Expansion pro- 
gram was announced at the time. 

JACKSON DIES—Robert M. Jackson, 
59, former president of North Carolina 
Association of Fairs and secretary of 
Cape Fear Fair, Fayetteville, N. C., for 27 
years, died at Fayetteville, N. C., De- 
cember 9. 

WINNIPEG A LOSER—Net loss of 
$18,691.96 was incurred by Winnipeg In- 
dustrial and Agricultural Exhibition Au- 
gust 3-10. With all wages paid, out- 
standing liabilities amounted to $16,- 
088.04. 

McNENY CHOSEN—Frank L. McNeny 
named director-general and vice-presi- 
dent of Greater Texas and Pan-American 
Exposition at Dallas for 1937. 
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LINCOLN IN MICH. POST—Burr B. 
Lincoln named Michigan State agricul- 
tural commissioner by Governor Frank 
Murphy, succeeding James F. Thomson. 

VANDEBERG FRISCO EXPO P. A— 
Clyde M. Vandeberg appointed director 
of publicity for 1939 Golden Gate Inter- 
national Exposition. 


Ss. E. BODY DISBANDS—Meeting in 
Atlanta January 14 and 15, Association 
of Agricultural and Industrial Fairs of 
the Southeast was disbanded with the 
understanding that each State would con- 
tinue with its own organization. 


_ PIRST °37 FAIR OVER BIG—Pinellas 
County Fair, Largo, Fla., gave Royal 
American Shows record gross. 

OHIO SCORES RECORD MEET—Big- 
gest turnout in its history marked an- 
nual meeting of Ohio Pair Managers’ As- 
sociation at Deshler-Wallack Hotel, Co- 
lumbus, O., second week of January. 


OHIO BREAKS RECORD—Official re- 
port of 1936 Ohio State Fair showed it 
broke the all-time record of 1935. Gate 
receipts were $54,540, an increase of 
$1,509 over 1935. 


BARTLEY FOR CLEVELAND POST— 
E. Ross Bartley appointed director of 
promotion of Great Lakes Exposition, 
Cleveland. 


RECORD TAMPA FAIR—Florida Pair, 
January 26-February 6, set an all-time 
record of total attendance of 455,914, 
more than 10,000 over the previous 
record in 1931. Royal American Shows 
on the midway practically doubled 1936 
business. . 


ROSE SIGNED FOR CLEVELAND—On 
February 5 Billy Rose was engaged by 
General Manager Lincoln G. Dickey and 
Almon R. Shaffer, associate director, to 
produce two big new spectacles at Great 
Lakes Exposition. 

E. E. IRWIN RE-ELECTED—Eugene E. 
Irwin, Salem, IIll., general manager of 
Illinois State Fair, Springfield, was re- 
elected president of Illinois Association 
of Agricultural Fairs at annual meeting 
in Springfield, February 4 and 5. 

DALLAS NIGHT SHOW—Greater Texas 
and Pan-American Exposition retained 
George Marshall, Washington, to promote 
a night club theater, athletic events and 
other special features of the fair in 
Dallas. 

FORT WORTH ELECTS—Officers and 
an executive committee of 11 to produce 
and operate the 1937 successor to 
Frontier Centennial at Fort Worth, Tex.. 
on February 20, were Amon Carter, presi- 
dent: Ben E. Keith, first vice-president: 
Stanley A. Thompson, second  vice- 
president, and John N. Parks, treasurer. 

ORANGE SHOW TOPS—An all-time 
attendance high of 363,500 for 11 days 
marked the 27th National Orange Show 
at San Bernardino, Calif., which closed 
February 28. 

MITCHELL SUCCEEDS AVERY—Sam 
M. Mitchell, assistant admissions super- 
intendent of Kansas State Fair, suc- 
ceeded H. W. Avery as secretary-manager, 
week of March 6. 

N. Y. SHOW BIG+Second annual 10- 
day National Sportsmen’s Show in New 
York early in March had 277,000 paid 
admissions, 44,000 more than in 1935. 

ORGANIZE FAIR ASSN.—More than 
100 members representing 20 county 
fairs in Pittsburgh area early in March 
formed Western Pennsylvania State Asso- 
ciation of County Fairs. Officers: Dr. 
W. A. Titus, president; A. F. Shoaf, vice- 
president: David G. McDonald, secretary- 
treasurer. 

CHOOSE ROSE ‘AND POLLOCK—At 
first meeting of executive committee of 
Fort ‘“Vorth Frontier Fiesta Association 
Marcl: 13 Billy Rose was again named 
director-general and James Pollock, sec- 
retary-manager. 

MUCKLER SUCCEEDS PAINE—Robert 
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Muckler in March succeeded Charles W. 
Paine, who retired January 1, as secre- 
tary of California State Pair, Sacramento. 


WASHINGTON CELEBRATION—Legis- 
lature of Washington appropriated $250,- 
000 in March for celebration in 1939 of 
State’s 50th anniversary. 


NEW FORT WORTH HEAD—W. K. 
Stripling named president of Fort Worth 
Frontier Fiesta, succeeding Amon G, Car- 
ter, temporary head. 


SLOAN FIRM CONTINUES—It was an- 
nounced from Chicago that American 
Booking Agency, Inc., founded by late 
J. Alex Sloan, would continue under di- 
rection of his son, John Alexander 
Sloan Jr. 


FIRE IN MEMPHIS—An Easter fire 
destroyed Mid-South Fair cattle barn 
and 87 Cotton Carnival floats in storage. 


GATE FOR FARGO—North Dakota 
State Fair board, Fargo, announced 1937 
policy would be a 25-cent gate, “Every- 
body Pays,” free gate of past five years 
going by the board. 

LLOYD NAMED IN ILL.—H, J. Lloyd, 
assistant director, was appointed by 
Governor Horner as State director of ag- 
riculture, in charge of Illinois State Fair, 
Springfield, to succeed Walter W. Mc- 
Laughlin, incumbent six years, who re- 
signed. 

SWIM DUO SIGNED—Johnny Weis- 
muller and Eleanor Holm Jarrett were 
signed by Billy Rose for the Aquacade at 
1937 Great Lakes Exposition, Cleveland. 


DEL. MODERNIZED—An_ elaborate 
building program for Kent and Sussex 
Fair, Harrington, Del., was started. 

MORE DALLAS SPACE—Lew Dufour 
and Joe Rogers, attraction and conces- 
sion operators at Texas Centennial Expo- 
sition in 1936, enlarged their area for 
Pan-American Exposition, Dallas, in 1937 
to 169,000 square feet. 

WINTERLAND AT G. L.—Winterland, 
ice-skating show booked at Great Lakes 
Exposition, Cleveland, was placed on 1936 
site of Parade of Years. 

BUSY IN TRENTON—A season of ac- 
tivities for Trenton (N. J.) Fair grounds 
in special events and other affairs was 
announced in April by President George 
A. Hamid and Resident Manager Harry 
E. LaBreque. 

MATHESON RELIEVED—J. K. Mathe- 
son, manager of Vancouver Exhibition, 
suffering from a breakdown, was relieved 
of duties by appointment of Prof. H. M. 
King, University of British Columbia. 

SEEING EUROPE—Elwood’ A. Hughes, 
general manager of Canadian National 
Exhibition, Toronto, and J. W. (Patty) 
Conklin, of Conklin Shows and head of 
Frolexland, new CNE midway, toured 
England and France in April, inspecting 
amusement features. 


WHITEMAN AT FIESTA—Paul White- 
man and his orchestra were engaged 
again at Fort Worth Show Fiesta, play- 
ing in Casa Manana Revue. 


WATSON MEMORIAL—Massachusetts, 
Agricultural Fairs Association, in 17th 
annual spring meeting in Worcester, 
Mass., on April 22, voted to co-operate in 
erecting a memorial to Elkanah Watson, 
father of American fairs. 


SOHN IS KILLED—Clem Sohn, 26, 
noted parachute jumper and inventor 
of a bat-wing device, plunged 1,000 feet 
to death during an exhibition in Vin- 
cennes, France, on April 25. 

HORNBY AT HURON—Edgar Hornby, 
Republican, was named in May by Gov- 
ernor Jenson to succeed J. G. Venables, 
Democrat, as secretary of South Dakota 
State Fair, Huron. 


MILLIONS FOR G. G.—California Leg- 
islature appropriated $5,000,000 for State 
participation in 1939 Golden Gate Expo- 
sition, San Francisco. 


CASEY IS NAMED—William Casey was 
appointed Massachusetts commissioner 
of agriculture by Governor Hurley, re- 
placing Howard Haines Murphy. 


OPEN IN PARIS—Paris International 
Exposition was officially opened May 24 
by President of France, but a majority 
of pavilions were incomplete and only a 
few exhibits installed. 


NEW YORK’S 280 ACRES—Plans for 
amusement sector for New York World’s 
Fair in 1939 were announced by Presi- 
dent Grover Whalen, size to be about 
280 acres, capable of accommodating 
250,000 persons at one time. 

G. L. GATES BETT ning at- 
tendance at Great Lakes Exposition, 
Cleveland, May 29-31 showed an increase 
over the first three days of 1936 season. 


DALLAS OPENS WELL—Pan-American 
Exposition, Dallas, opened June 12 with 
gates of more than 91,000 in first two 
days and good midway business. 


TWENTY-THIRD FOR BROREIN — 
W. G. Brorein, founder of Florida Pair, 
Tampa, was re-elected president for 23d 
successive year at annual meeting and 
P. T. Strieder was renamed general 
manager. 

BILLINGS FLOCD—A June flood swept 
over plant of Midland Empire Fair, Bil- 
lings, causing $200,000 damage. 

WINDER DIES—William C. Winder, 78, 
president of Utah State Fair for last 18 
years, died June 19 in Granger, Utah. 

GREEN REAPPOINTED—Charles W. 
Green in June was reappointed secre- 
tary of Missouri State Fair, Sedalia, 
making fifth fair under his management. 

NO PASSES AT MICHIGAN—Frank N. 
Isbey, general manager Michigan State 
Pair, week of July 26, announced no 


Passes would be issued. Admission was 
dropped to 25 cents. 


FIRST WORLD'S FAIR BLDG.—Grover 
Whalen, president of New York World’s 
Fair, August 13 dedicated the $900,000 
Adminstration Building, first major 
structure. 


KELLEY RESIGNS—HHarry B. Kelley, 
Hillsdale, member of Michigan State 
Fair board, resigned_week of August 7 
and was succeeded by E. R. Hanies. 


COZART DIES—G. O. Cozart, 60, presi- 
dent North Central Texas Pair Associa- 
tion six years, died at Fort Worth, Tex., 
August 15, 

MACKENZIE NAMED—A,. G. Macken- 
zie, many years associated with Utah 
State Pair, on August 21 was named 
president, succeeding late W. C. Winder. 


READING BANS MONEY GAMES— 
Reading (Pa.) Pair officials August 21 
notified concessioners that only mer- 
chandise games would be allowed. 


LINKLATER DIES—William Albert 
Linklater, 60, for 12 years president and 
manager of Western Washington Fair, 
Puyallup, died in September at Puyallup. 

PAY GATE AIDS FPARGO—Returning 
to its former policy of a gate charge of 
25 cents, North Dakota State Fair, Fargo, 
August 23-28, recovered somewhat from 
the blow dealt it in 1936 by heat. 

BROWN APPOINTED—J. Ed Brown in 
September was appointed assistant man- 
ager of California International Expo- 
sition. 

STROHM DiES—G. Ernest Strohm, 72, 
superintendent of building construction 
at 1893 Chicago World’s Fair, died at 
his home in Trenton, Mich., September 7. 

G. L. EXPO DRAWS 3,518,740—Great 
Lakes Exposition closed September 26 
with total season’s attendance of 3,518,- 
740. 

FRONTIER FIESTA 
Fiesta, Fort Worth, closed September 26 
after final impromptu Casa Manana 
Jamboree. Fiesta was not a financial 
success, with backers breaking about 
even. 

FREE GATE FOR DALLAS—A free 
gate was ordered by directors of Pan- 
American Exposition, Dallas, effective 
October 3. 

DRYDEN IN FATAL FALL—Volney 
(Bunny) Dryden, 26, aerialist, died in 
Puyallup, Wash., September 25 from ine 
juries sustained in a 45-foot fall at 
Western Washington Pair. 

HUNTSVILLE’S 200-G FIRE—Flames 
swept Madison County Fair plant, Hunts- 
ville, Ala., September 28, causing damage 
estimated at $200,000. 

WHALEN W. F. PREZ—Grover A. 
Whalen elected president of New York 
World’s Fair Corporation to serve until 
close of fair. 


ENDS—Frontier 


GOMME DIES—William M. Gomme, 
55, manager of Pinellas County Fair, 
Largo, Fla., died at Clearwater, Fla., Oc- 
tober 5. 

DALLAS EXPO GATE UP— Pan- 
American Exposition, Dallas, ended Oc- 
tober 31, showing season’s attendance 
of 2,384,830, which was 384,830 over the 
2,000,000 goal set. 


RUSSWURM RE-ELECTED—Secretary 
J. W. Russwurm was re-elected to that 
position by directors of Tennessee State 
Fair, Nashville, but because of his con- 
tinued illness, Phil C. Travis was named 
manager in charge of grounds. 

PARIS EXPO IN ‘'38—Cabinet min- 
isters early in November approved con- 
tinuing Paris International Exposition 
in 1938, 


Fair Elections 


CARTHAGE, N. C.—Paul H. Waddill 
was re-elected secretary and treasurer of 
Moore County Fair here. . 


SUPERIOR, Wis.—Ford S. Campbell 
was re-elected president of Tri-State Fair 
Association for the seventh consecutive 
year; C. E. Armstead, vice-president; A. J. 
Wentzel, treasurer; Max H. Lavine, sec- 
retary. 


ASHLAND, O.—Ashland County Agri- 
cultural Society elected Harry J. Aten, 
president; G. L. McClaren, vice-presi- 
dent; E. Paul Ford, treasurer. A secre- 
tary will be elected on January 3. A. H. 
Sutton, secretary for the past two years, 
has accepted a position as salesman 
with an Ohio publishing house. 


WOODSTOCK, Va.—Shenandoah Fair 
Association re-elected Dr. James H. 
Smoot, president; P. M. S. Bird Jr., vice- 
president; E. E. Galladay, J. Walter 
Bailey, George K. Logan, Frank M. 
Fravel and F. C. Dinges, executive com- 
mittee. C. M. Shannon, treasurer, said 
there was a cash balance in the treasury 
after payment of all expenses. 


HARWINTON, Conn.—Harwinton Pair 
elected: President, Charles A. Page; 
vice-presidents, Henry J. Delay, Horace 
Bogrett, James P. Hogan; secretary, Elof 
Johnson; treasurer, Albert K. Bentley; 
executive committee, Andrew J. Kasznay, 
Frank Tower, Fred Barber; superintend- 
ent of grounds, Louis Cronan, known 
professionally as Louis Campbell, man- 
ager of the Four Casting Campbells and 
Four Peerless Cronans. 
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STOCK DISPLAYS—— 
(Continued from page 78) 

come, better be sure that they don't 
have to buy new shoes after every trip 
to the barns. There are many ways to 
kill a live-stock exhibit, but a dirty 
barn has them all topped. See that the 
barns are kept both clean and odorless. 
It can be done, even in the hottest 
weather, if you'll supply plenty of clean 
straw. Once the public learns it can 
walk around in your barns without hav- 
ing to wear rubber boots, it will tell its 


friends. 
Cash Paid on Spot 

Maybe I shouldn't tell you this, but I 
think one reason we have such extreme- 
ly good relations with our live-stock ex- 
hibitors is because we have paid them 
their cash awards as soon as judging 
was completed, not later than the mid- 
dle of fair week. Outside of the three 
fingers of Scotch which I have men- 
tioned, I can’t think of anything that 
gives a live-stock man quite such a 
warm feeling as the crinkle of bills in 
his pocket. That money, paid on the 
spot, goes a long ways. Probably it does 
100 times as much good as does the 
money which this same breeder will re- 
ceive from other fairs which settle up 
anywhere from four to six weeks after 


‘the showing. 


Another thing to remember is that 
live-stock men who exhibit at your fair 
are business men whose success is de- 
pendent in larger part upon sale of the 
pure-blooded animals which they dis- 
play or of similar animals on their home 
ranches. You will make no mistake in 
pointing out in your advance publicity 
that the live-stock men of your State, 
desiring to improve their herds, should 
do their negotiating at your fair with 
the breeders which you have brought in. 
We have followed thai policy and it has 
been profitable all the way round. Our 
State breeders have bought from the out- 
siders. The outsiders have made the 
profit to which they are entitled and 
our State breeders have improved their 
herds. Both have become firmer friends 
of the fair management. 


In closing, let me say that the proof 
of the pudding is in the eating. To 


prove that North Montana State Fair 
really does believe in an outstanding 
live-stock show, we are posting a $10,000 
premium list to bring the National Here- 
ford Show to the fair for the fourth suc- 
cessive year in 1938. Proof that the 
Hereford breeders approve of our meth- 
ods is the fact that they are coming 
back again in 1938 for the fourth con- 
secutive time with their Hereford show 
herds. 


We hope we have given these breeders 
what they wanted. We are sure that 
they have given us what we wanted—a 
live-stock show of real merit, so out- 
standing that it would prove a magnet 
for the two classes who are so important 
at the turnstiles—those who come to 
see the live stock and those who use 
the live stock as an excuse. 


RUTLAND HAS—— 
(Continued from page 78) 


rent, $16,932.48; cash in grand stand, 
building and improvement reserve, $20,- 
425.28, $22,500 in U. S. Savings Bonds 
and cash assets of $358.10, making @ 
total of $60,215.86. 


Manager Davis pointed out that altho 
the department of agriculture continues 
to recognize the fair with a full carload 
of agricultural exhibits each year and 
4-H Clubs demonstrate exhibits and 
work, Rutland Fair receives no financial 
aid from the federal government, State, 
county or municipality or from outside 
private sources. Entire plant, including 
grounds, building and equipment, could 
not be replaced for $225,000, the report 
said. 


Recent improvements include resur- 
facing of more than half of the race 
track with clay that was located about 
17 miles away at a cost of $1,618.30. 
Laying of 1,028 feet of new sewer lines 
with connections, at a cost of $836.60; 
additional pipe line to cattle barn, 
$252.75; two coats of paint and reletter- 
ing titles on the Industrial Building, 
Horticultural Building, Arts and Crafts, 
U. S. Government Exhibits, Grimm 
Building, Red Cross and Maple Sugar 
structures and women’s __ restrooms. 
Other renovations and improvements, 
including reconstruction, paint, new 


Fair Meetings 


Indiana State Association of County 
,and District Fairs, January 4 and 5, 
Claypool Hotel, Indianapolis. Frank 
J. Claypool, secretary, Muncie. 

Wisconsin Association of Fairs, 
January 5-7, Hotel Schroeder, Mil- 
waukee. J. F. Malone, secretary, 
Beaver Dam. 

North Carolina Association of Fairs, 
January 10 and 11, Sir Walter Hotel, 
Raleigh. C. S. Parnell, secretary, 
Mebane. 

State Association of Kansas Fairs, 
January 11 and 12, Hotel Jayhawk, 
Topeka. George Harman, secretary, 
Valley Falls. 

Ohio Fair Managers’ Association, 
January 12 and 13, Deshler-Wallick 
Hotel, Columbus. Mrs. Don A. Det- 
rick, executive secretary, Bellefon- 
taine. 

Minnesota Federation of County 
Fairs, January 12-14, Lowry Hotel, 
St. Paul. L. O. Jacob, secretary, Anoka. 
Joint meeting with Minnesota State 
Fair board, Raymond A, Lee, secre- 
tary. 

Association of Georgia Fairs, Janu- 
ary 13 and 14, Richmond Hotel, 
Augusta. E. Ross Jordan, Macon, 
secretary. 

Western Canada Association of Ex- 
hibitions, January 17 and 18, Royal 
Alexandra Hotel, Winnipeg, Man. Sid 
W. Johns, secretary, Saskatoon, Sask. 

Western Canada Fairs Association, 
January 17-19, Royal Alexandra Hotel, 
Winnipeg, Man. Keith Stewart, sec- 
retary, Portage La Prairie, Man. 

Maine Association of Agricultural 
Fairs, January 18 and 19, Showhegan 
House and Hotel Oxiord, Skowhegan. 
J. S. Butler, Lewiston, secretary. 

Michigan Association of Fairs, Jan- 
uary 18 and 19, Fort Shelby Hotel, 
Detroit. Chester M. Howell, secre- 
tary, Chesaning. 

South Carolina Association of Fairs, 
January 17 and 18, Jefferson Hotel, 
Columbia. J. A. Mitchell, secretary, 
Anderson. 

Association of North Dakota Fairs, 
January 20 and 21, Hotel Dakota, 
Grand Forks. H. L. Finke, secretary, 
Minot. 

Western Pairs Association, January 
20 and 21, Whitcomb Hotel, San Fran- 
cisco. Tevis Paine, secretary, Sacra- 
mento. 

Massachusetts Agricultural Fairs’ 
Association, January 20 and 21, 
Brunswick Hotel, Boston. A. W. 
Lombard, secretary, 136 State House, 
Boston. 

Virginia Association of Pairs, Janu- 
ary 24 and 25, John Marshall Hotel, 
Richmond. Charles B. Ralston, secre- 
tary, Staunton. 

Rocky Mountain Association of 
Fairs, January 24 and 25, Northern 
Hotel, Billings, Mont. Jack M. Suck- 
storff, secretary, Sidney, Mont. 

Nebraska Association of Fair Man- 
agers, January 24-26, Cornhusker 
Hotel, Lincoln. Chet G. Marshall, 
secretary, Arlington. 

Pennsylvania State Association of 
County Fairs, January 26 and 27, 
Yorktowne Hotel, York. Charles W. 
Swoyer, secretary, Reading. 

Texas Association of Fairs, Janu 
28 and 29, Adolphus Hotel, Dallas. J. 
C. Watson, secretary, Graham. 

Illinois Association of Agricultural 
Fairs, February 3 and 4, St. Nicholas 
Hotel, Springfield. A. W. Grunz, sec- 
retary, Breese. ae 

New York State ‘Association of 
County Agricultural Societies, Febru- 
ary 15, Ten Eyck Hotel, Albany. G. 
W. Harrison, secretary, 131 North Pine 
avenue, Albany. 


SECRETARIES of associations 
should send in their dates, as in- 
quiries are being made. 


ticket booths, fish tanks, etc., accounted 
for several more thousands of dollars 


, spent before gates were opened for the 


1937 annual. 


More Construction Planned 

Not satisfied with what has been done 
to improve the site of the fair in the 
past, schedule of additional renovation 
includes a new roadway in front of the 
main entrance, permanent roads within 
grounds, new sidewalks, increased space 
for arts and crafts department, under- 
pass beneath the track for pedestrians, 
extra accomodations for boys and girls 
of 4-H Clubs, painting of some buildings 
on south end of grounds, modernization 
of cattle barns, changes in poultry de- 
partment and construction of a chain- 


WILL L. DAVIS, president-man- 
ager of Rutland (Vt.) Fair, who has 
reported the 1937 annual most suc- 
cessful in the 92-year history of 
Rutland County Agricultural So- 
ciety, started with the fair when it 
was reorganized in 1910 and since 
has held offices as treasurer and as 
president - manager. A merchant, 
long active in _ politics, he was 
elected city treasurer each year for 
40 years, retiring in the spring of 
1936. 


link fence around part of the south end 
of grounds. 

Concerning distribution and circula- 
tion of money attributed to the fair, the 
report shows that nearly $35,000 was 
paid in wages, premiums, materials and 
supplies to people in Rutland, and it is 
estimated that nearly $125,000 is spent 
by visitors to the city who come to at- 
tend the fair. 


DALLAS BOARD—— 


(Continued from page 78) 
tors’ meeting in January preceding 
annual meeting here of the Texas Asso- 
clations of Pairs. The 1938 fair will be 
the 50th annual, 

Mr. Tennant and Mr. Buckalew have 
had fair experience, the former, for 
many years directly connected with live 
stock and agriculture thru executive 
work in the packing industries, being 
on exhibit staffs of the Texas Centen- 
nial and Pan-American Expositions. 
Before he became superintendent of the 
Texas building on grounds of the fair 
Mr. Buckalew was in telephone foreign 
service and later connected with the 
architectural division of the exposition. 
Mr. Jones who, with Mr. Rupard, was 
on the staff for many years before the 
interruption, announced that he is con- 
ferring with Mr. Herold concerning a 
broad promotion campaign. 

New directors are W. F. Pendleton, 
D. H. Pace, R. J. O'Donnell, James M. 
Moroney and Ben E. Cabell Jr. Re-elect- 
ed directors are E. J. Kiest, J. C. Tenison, 
T. M. Cullom and Holmes Green, elected 
at a recent stockholders’ meeting. Di- 
rectors whose terms will not expire until 
end of next year are John W. Carpenter, 
Otto Herold, Prank P. Holland, T. E 
Jackson, Hugo Schoellkopf, A. M. Mat- 
son, Frank L. McNeny and H. L. Seay. 

Unusual interest shown at the meet- 
ing was regarded as a sign that the 
State Fair will be more aggressive than 
ever when it is resumed. Nathan Adams 
led a fight for mail-balloting, insisting 
that the election method should be 
changed. He pointed out that altho 35 
stockholders had attended the meeting 
to make it the largest in 12 years, they 
were a minority in the face of proxies 
representing 1,731 shares of stock. A 
committee, Dr. S. E, Milliken, chairman: 
W. A. Green Jr., Manning Shannon and 
W. H. Plippen, presented the slate of 
nominees, Dr. Milliken explaining that 
nominees were selected as outstanding 
representatives of key industries which 
oe largely toward success of the 

air. 

Auditor J. F. Gragg reported that as- 
sets as of November 15 were $6,897, with 
liabilities $48,000 in notes and $90,000 
in Cotton Bowl stadium bonds. Net in- 
come of the year was $38,744. However, 
only $5,000 of $30,000 due the associa- 
tion for use of buildings and grounds 
was paid. 


ATHENS, O.—Athens County Fair here 
has $1,741 in its treasury, with all debts 
paid at conclusion of one of its most 
successful years, said Herbert J. Parker, 
secretary. 
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Rinks and Skaters 


By CLAUDE R. ELLIS 
(Cincinnati Office) 


YOUNGSTOWN, O., roller skate team, 
with Capt. Joe Pollock turning in @ 
star performance, downed the East Liv- 
erpool, O., team in a relay race in Win- 
land Auditorium Rink, East Liverpool, 
on December 12. Tho defeated in the 
main event the East Liverpool group 
took honors in preliminary races, win- 
ning the half-mile and mile events, with 
Johnny Jones starring. Ruth Hall, tri- 
state girls’ speed champ, won an exhibi- 
tion race with Virginia Green and Ruth 
Wotring by seven laps. A Pittsburgh 
team will be entertained next at Win- 
land Auditorium, half-mile and 50-lap 
relay events being scheduled. 


NET proceeds of Vancouver (B. C.) 
Rotary Ice Carnival will exceed $9,000, 
Ernest A. Markham, chairman of the 
carnival committee, said, a record in the 
14 years the carnival has been operated. 
Jack Dunn, skating star for Paramount, 
flew from Hollywood, gave an exhibition 
and selected 12 Vancouver girl skaters to 
be recommended as possibilities for parts 
in an ice ballet in a picture. About 100 
took part in Woodland Fantasy, under 
Verna Miles Fraser. Others taking part 
in the carnival were Heddy Stenuf, 
Austrian free-skating champion; Mari- 
anne Lindeoff and Skippy Baxter, Oak- 
land, Calif.; Constance Wilson, Samuel 
and Montgomery Wilson, Toronto Skat- 
ing Club; Cliff and Rana Thaell, London, 
and Glenora Skating Club Trio, Ed- 
monton, Alta. “Norm” Trasolin supplied 
comedy skating, making a hit with his 
burlesque of “The Dying Swan.” 


TRANSCONTINENTAL Roller Derby, 
Inc., has erected a permanent banked 
track in Chicago to instruct and train 
roller skaters for careers as racers in the 


RICHARDSON BALLBEARING SKATE CO. 


Established 1884, 
3312-3318 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


The Best Skate Today 


TRANSCONTINENTAL 
ROLLER DERBY 


vRagere HEADQUARTERS NOW 
EN TO ALL SKATERS WHO 
CAN QUALIFY. 


Take Advantage of This Opportunity— 
Make Your Skating Ability Pay. 
Send All Inquiries to 


JOHN ROSASCO 


1700 South Wabash, Chicago. 


Professiona | —_—_mnn 


“ROLLER SKATING MATS” 


(MAPLE—HARDWOOD) 
Portable —- Roll-Up — Low Priced — ee 
Waiee Made. We are MANUFAC- 
URERS. Write us your special Size Soni: 
ments, 


THE G. L. MORRIS CORP. 
1740 East 12th Street, Cleveland, 0. 


— The Fastest Human— 


IRVING JAFFEE 


3 Times Olympic and Present World’s Unde- 
feated Speed Ice Skating Champion. 


AVAILABLE: For omy wes and Coane 
Exhibitions at Arenas, Theaters 
Synthetic Ice. 


Address: 3001 Monument Ave., Richmond, Va. 


RINK MANAGERS ! 


Beautiful VELVA-SHEEN jacket and sweater em- 
blems make each patron an active advertiser for 
your rink or skating club—at prices the kids can 
pay—and leave you a double-barreled profit! A 
Quality product. One rink sold 1,000 in a - 
weeks. Any design or lettering. Send own 

he get one up. Write now for Free les ‘and 

ices, 


VELVA-SHEEN MFG. COMPANY. 
1816 Central Parkway, Cincinnati, O. 
Emblems, Letters, Pennants, Armbands, Banners. 


Roller Derby. Training and coaching in- 
struction is free of charge. Male and 
female skaters who qualify for enroll- 
ment will have living expenses furnished 
thru training period of about 60 days, it 
is announced. At the end of training 
those who show best results will be en- 
tered in a regular Roller Derby, first of 
which for new skaters wil be in Miami, 
Fla. 


ROCKAWAY ARENA, Edgemere, L. I., 
operated by Seidman Bros. and drawing 
big, originally was planned as a summer 
proposition, but biz went along so nicely 
that it has been set for a year-round 
arrangement. Seidmans have built it 
up thru contests, races, games and nov- 
elties. Rockaway Boardwalk, more than 
six miles in length and excellent for 
roller skating, has petered out to noth- 
ing in popularity since the arena was 
started. And Boardwalk roller skating is 
minus any charge, too. 


TWELFTH STREET Market Rink, Erie, 
Pa., is being operated by H. D. Ruhlman, 
owner of Pittsburgh's Lexington Rink 
and producer of Hi-Hat Roller Revue 
that is touring district arenas. 


LAND O’ DANCE Roller Rink, Canton, 
O., has added Sunday night sessions, 
making a policy of seven nights a week 
with matinees on Saturdays. Leo Mayt- 
nier, managing director of Canton rinks 
and several others in the district, re- 
ports business satisfactory, despite in- 
dustrial recession in the area. Sunday 
night skating had been prohibited in 
Canton until permission was granted 
the management to operate that night. 


APTER spending last season on the 
road with the Diamond Duo (Evelyn and 
Joe) Joseph Clovis, Rochester, N. Y., re- 
ports that he is back to rinking, being 
floor manager of Alhambra Rink, Syra- 
cuse, which, he writes, is doing good 
business under management of Jack 
Wythe. 


HAVING had a 10-week engagement at 
the Wivel Restaurant, New York City, 
Continental Thrillers, two-men and one- 
girl skating act, report they are work- 
ing in Cocoanut Grove in the Park 
Central Hotel, New York, for a few 
weeks, after which they will return to 
the Wivel indefinitely. They advise that 
they have been “skating over the radio.” 
having the tricks described to listeners. 


C. V. PARK, New Kensington. Pw.. 
veteran rink operator, was a guest of 
E. M. Mooar, floor manager of Sefferino’s 
Rollerdrome, Cincinnati, on Decomber 
19. He also visited offices of The Bill- 
board and the Rollerdrome and Norwooa 
Rink. William Opatroy, John Humes 
and Eric Olsson, skaters from “Hy” 
Ruhlman’s Lexington. Rink, Pittsbur~h, 
visited Sefferino’s Rollerdrome and Nor- 
wood Rink on December 21. 


JOE LAUREY and Bill Henning. of 
Fred Leiser’s Armory Roller Rink, Chi- 
cago, report having originated a game, 
broom ball, which is proving popular 
with patrons. Game is played like 
hockey, but with brooms and a football, 
with six players to a side. Brooms can- 
not be lifted above knees. Three teams 
already formed plan to get jerseys and 
hold a championship game at end of the 
season. Recent visitors were Al Kish 
and Jack Schuman, Ohio rink operators, 
accompanied by Stanley Swigon, Chicago 
Ro'ller Skate Company: Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert Bollinger, Portland, Ore., with 
the Whitcombs, of the Richardson Skate 
Company, and H. F. Cobb, Plainfield 
(Tll.) ring operator. Henning, who was 
a visitor at the recent annual meeting of 
the National Association of Amusement 
Parks, Pools and Beaches in the Sherman 
Hotel, Chicago, met Mr. Kilby, Euclid 
Beach Park, Cleveland; Schmidt, of River 
View Park, Chicago; Ralph Ware, Chi- 
cago Roller Skate Company, and Leo 
Maytnier, Chippewa Lake Park, O. 
Crowds at the rink continue good. Mr. 
and Mrs. Leiser spent a short vacation 
in Wisconsin. On December 11 Mr. and 
Mrs. Oscar Jelse, Fernwood Roller Rink 
Club, Peoria, Ill., accompanied about 65 
skaters on a visit to Armory Rink. Bob 
Walter, club president, had charge of 
racing and was assisted by John Turner, 
vice-president. Laura Jewell, secretary, 
aided and Joe Laurey demonstrated 
broom ball. Bud Lange, Art Chalupa 
and John Turner, of the Fernwood Club, 
took first, second and third places, re- 
spectively, in the men’s mile open race. 
Henning and Laurey, altho oldtimers, 


report they are training for racing 
events. There will be an oldtimers’ party 
in Armory Rink soon which they plan to 
enter. as will George Rolf and George 
also connected with Armory 


Schrader, 


Rink. Rink staff has been equipped 
with new uniforms. 


SANCTIONED by the Roller Skating 
Rink Operators’ Asociation of the United 
States and supervised by AAU officials, 
Cincinnati championship roller speed 
races were held in Sefferino’s Roller- 
drome on December 18 to a packed as- 
sembly. “Pony” Joe Altman, former pro- 
fessional champion for many years, was 
referee. Track, officially measured, was 
10 laps, 180 feet. the mile, claimed to 
be one of the fastest flat tracks in the 
country. The point system was used for 
judging winners. When points were 
totaled for the final mile event it was 
found that Buddy Deters and George 
Moore had tied for first place and that 
Otto Prickett and Dale Pludermann had 
tied for third place. Match races to be 
held later will decide the issue. The 
AAU officials and the Sefferino brothers 
were complimented on cleanliness and 
prompt handling of the events, which 
held the large crowd until after mid- 
night. Nancy Flick, who won national 
amateur championship honors in De- 
troit and who was entered in these 
races, failed to appear. To cover the 
track properly, avoid serious accidents 
and to cover the 180 feet over the 10 
laps in the mile event, skaters were 
started from one corner of the rink. 
This proved to make the race more ex- 
citing and the 30 or 40 boys made an 
impressive sight, battling to see who 
would get to the main track first. All 
time in the events will go into the as- 
sociation record book as official for the 
Sefferino track. Time was fast for ama- 
teurs of little experience and probably 


MOUNTED ON 


Racing 


A New Item That Is 
Going Over Big. 


Display Them and Watch 
Your Sales Grow. 


CHICAGO ROLLER SKATE CO., 


4427 W. LAKE ST., CHICAGO 


—=MEN’S LOW WHITE SHOES > 


“CHICAGG” 


Skates 
Be In Styie With Your Partner 


will be lowered as the skaters become 
more proficient, it was said. 


MRS. FLORENCE AYERS, secretary of 
the Old-Time Roller Skaters of New 
England Club No. 1, reports a big season 
for the Revere Beach (Mass.) organiza- 
tion. Officers elected for the ensuing 
year are Irving Fuller, president; Thomas 
Westlon, vice-president; Duncan Mac- 
Lean, treasurer, and Mrs. Ayers, secre- 
tary. Club’s second annual Oldtimers’ 
Party was held on December 8 in Revere 
Skating Arena, under management of 
Mike Della Russo, an ardent worker for 
the club. During the year the members 
visited several out-of-town rinks. Club 
No. 1 is planning to organize Old-Time 
Roller Skaters’ Clubs all over the 
country. At the December 8 party 
a fegture was appearance on skates of 
Mrs. Winifred Duffey, oldest member 
and mother of Charles Duffey, the 
the club’s trick and fancy skating cham- 
pion, and Elizabeth (Duffy) Cantlon. 
Charles Duffey skated with his mother, 
who is in her 70s. She is a champion 
speed racer and is still strong for roller 
skating. A two-step contest was won by 
Charles Duffy and his sister, Elizabeth 
Cantlon, who were presented with a 
beautiful loving cup. At conclusion of 
skating there was dancing to music by 
Tubber Martin’s Orchestra. Another 
oldtimers’ party will be held soon in 
North Street Roller Rink, Salem, Mass., 
when the club expects to organize an 
Oldtimers’ Club No. 2 of New England. 
On New Year’s Eve a party is planning 
a trip to Hackensack, N. J. Junior mem- 
bers of Club No. 1 will hold a party in 
January. 
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SEASON'S GREETINGS. 


TO ALL ROLLER SKATING RINK : 
OPERATORS, MANAGERS AND CLUBS 2 


> ROLLER SKATING RINK OPERATORS 2 
2 ASSOCIATION of the UNITED STATES: 
NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS 2 
5 5795 WOODWARD AVE., a 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN. 2 
Ss] VICTOR J. BROWN RODNEY PETERS & 
c Newark, N. J. FRED MARTIN St. Louis, Mo. : 
; President Secretary- Treasurer Vice-President a 


set. 
makers of the 


12435 EUCLID AVENUE, 


The Racing Season is On! 


Stock the Wheel the Racers Buy—ROL-O-WAY De Luxe No. 
161-D, with Soecial Racing, Bushings guaranteed against 
loosening. Retail at $5.00 per set of 8. Also a sensational 
new low priced Maple Wheel, No. 

Big profit margin for the rink man. Product 


The ROLL AWAY SKATE CO. 


161-RS at only $2.00 per 
of the 


famous Champion and Challenger Skates. 
Write for catalog and prices. 


CLEVELAND, OHIO 
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PARKS-RESORTS-POOLS 


Conducted by CLAUDE R. ELLIS——Communications to 25 Opera Piace, Cineinnati, O. 
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PA, LAW PROTESTED 


Operators Will 


” Ask Exemption 


On State’s New 4A4-Hour Statute 


Appeal for waiver based es seasonal nature of amuse- 
ment park industry—petition being drawn by Alexander 
and committee of members of the PAPA 


s 

PITTSBURGH, Dec. 25.—Pennsylvania amusement park operators are preparing 
@ petition to be presented to State Secretary of Labor Bashore, seeking exemption 
from the new 44-hour law, said A. Brady McSwigan, president of Kennywood Park 
here and head of the Pennsylvania Amusement Parks’ Association. Discussed by 
the 18 operators who attended the December annual meeting of the National 
Association of Amusement Parks, Pools and Beaches in the Hotel Sherman, Chicago, 
the appeal for relief from what is declared to be drastic State labor legislation will 


hold that, due to the seasonal character 
of amusement park business which must 
take in in six months what other lines 

of business have 12 months to do, the 
hour provisions should be waived for 
arks. 

The petition is being drawn by a com- 
mittee of the PAPA, headed by Norman 
S. Alexander, lessee of Woodside Park, 
Philadelphia, and former president of 
the NAAPPB. 

Outlook for Kennywood Park for next 
season is bright, Mr. McSwigan said, 
with more picnics booked to date than 
ever before. 

Buoyed by a most successful ’37 sea- 
son, Kennywood will have a new ad- 
ministrative building by April, now un- 
der construction. The outdoor spectacle 
stage is also being enlarged, a new 
Strat-o-Ship has been purchased and 
other improvements are being planned. 
Acts and bands will be booked by the 
middle of January. 


Dunean Leaves 


K. C. Fairyland - 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 25—W. H. 
(Harry) Duncan, many years associated 
with amusement enterprises here, an- 
nounced his retirement today as man- 
ager of Fairyland Park. Mr. Duncan, 
second vice-president of the Heart of 
America Showmen’s Club, said he would 
not be at the park when gates open next 
spring. 

Fairyland is the only amusement park 
in Kansas City. Mr. Duncan was selected 
last August by Victor and Mario Bran- 
cato, owners, to replace Omer J. Kenyon, 
who was under contract to go to the 
Toronto Shrine Circus, and worked in 


Wanted—Press Bureau 


ATLANTIC CITY, Dec. 25.—Mayor 
Cc. D. White, who closed the city’s 
press bureau just before the holidays 
when he left on a vacation in Cali- 
fornia, early last spring raised quite 
a rumpus by declaring that the poorer 
classes who come here are “cheap 
skates.” President Frank P. Gravatt 
of Steel Pier, which spends in yearly 
publicity almost as much as the city 
itself, as head of the Amusement 
Men's Association, declared that body 
is against any curtailment of city 
publicity programs, as amusement 
men depend on the masses thus at- 
tracted. He pointed to, the great ad- 
vance that has been made in the 
municipal advertising field in general 
and urged its continuance here. 


Some Trustees of American 


Museum of Public Recreation 


DR. PHILIP I. NASH’ 


JAMES A. DONOVAN 


FRANK W. DARLING 


that post — the park closed shortly 
after Labor Da 

Mr. Duncan, ase employed by Jackson 
County election board in the new court- 

house here, entered the park field 60 
years ago as a helper with a “Switch- 
Back,” similar to Roller Coasters of to- 
day, in old Troost Park, now city prop- 
erty. No successor has been announced 
by the Brancatos. 


Holiday Parties Are Held 
At San Francisco Playland 


SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 25.—Playland- 
at-the-Beach entertained nearly a score 
of children’s and fraternal organizations 
during Christmas week, About 500 mem- 
bers of San Francisco Boys’ Club were 
guests of the Rotary Club at a Day of 
Days event on Monday. Dolphin Club 
held its annual “ocean dip,” followed 
by breakfast at the Cliff House. 


Playland ponies were taken to Mt. St. 
Joseph’s Orphanage, where rides were 
given several hundred youngsters. Nu- 
merous concessions and rides were free 
to other kiddies of parties sponsored by 
charitable organizations. 

New Year’s Eve will be celebrated at 
Playland, with dancing at the Cliff 
House for the first time since it was 


reopened in August. Dancing is not a 
regular feature. 


Ohio Steamer Lines Busy 


EAST LIVERPOOL, O., Dec. 25.—Op- 
erators of excursion steamers on the 
Ohio River already are drumming up 
business for next summer, contacting 
district amusement parks. Clubs in In- 
dianapolis and Akron will charter the 
steamer Gordon C. Greene for two trips. 
Officials of the line have been showing 
motion pictures of attractions of the 
Ohio River, stressing the lure of old 
steamboat days. Excursion steamer St. 
Paul had excellent business last sum- 
mer and the packet Greene set a record 
for carrying passengers between Pitts- 
burgh and Cincinnati and other points. 


LEONARD B. SCHLOSS 


A BUILDING COMMITTEE TO NEGOTIATE WITH NEW YORK WORLD'S FAIR of 1939 was appointed during 
the recent 19th annual meeting of the National Association of Amusement Parks, Pools and Beaches in Chicago by 
trustees and members of the American Museum of Public Recreation. The committee, W. F. Mangels, R. S. Uzzell and 
George A. Hamid, New York, and Norman S. Alexander, Philadelphia, hopes to locate an exhibit at the fair that later 
oan be utilized as a permanent home for the historical treasures of the industry. 


Traver “Talks” 
On European Biz 


“REMOTE CONTROL”——— 


“Amusement Adventures in Europe” 
was title of a paper by Harry G. Traver, 
American showman and device mamu- 
facturer, who had concessions at Brussels 
and Paris expositions and is still on the 
other side. It was delivered by Walter 
K. Sibley at the recent 19th annual 
meeting of the National Association of 
Amusement Parks, Pools and Beaches in 
the Hotel Sherman, Chicago. 


(Continued from last week) 


Seeks To Avoid War 

Leaving Moscow in a sleeping car, my 
wife and I were surprised to find there 
were three of us in the compartment. 
The third one was rather small and in 
the berth with my wife. She was ter- 
ribly upset and made a big fuss about 
it. The little fellow was active and 
avoided her blows. Finally she smashed 
him. It was only a flea. Literally we 
were flea-ing from Russia, 


You may want to know if there is 
going to be a war. Europeans have been 
sitting on a keg of powder so long that 
they are used to it. They really do not 
want war and haven’t the money to 
finance one. So they bluster and blow 
at each other, but they won’t fight if 
they can avoid it. The French and the 
Germans are never friendly and seldom 
say anything complimentary about each 
other. However, a Frenchman wanted 
to te nice one day to a German and 
said: “I think you Germans are the 
cleverest people in the world.” The Ger- 
man answered: “Sure we are, and I’m 
sorry I can’t return the compliment.” 
“Well,” said the Frenchman, “you could 
if you told as big a lie as I did.” 


The 40-hour week in France was 2 
nuisance. It was not even good for the 
workmen. We were not permitted to 
work overtime to make up for the time 
lost. On rainy days we had to pay for 
two hours whether we worked or not. 
Some weeks the men would get paid for 
only 24 hours. Carpenters’ wages went 
up from 6 francs to 10 francs per hour 
in two years. We had many strikes. 
Often the men did not know what they 
were striking for. We had two union 
delegates on our pay roll. Their chief 
occupation was stirring up trouble. The 
average carpenters’ wages in Paris were 
$17 per week. We paid $14 per week to 
operators. In Brussels we paid $10 per 
week to carpenters and $10 per week 
to operators. 


Since June, 1936, average wages in 
France have increased 20 per cent, but 
the cost of living has gone up 40 per 
cent. The crazy labor laws got nothing 
for anybody. We had one man on our 
construction pay roll whose job was to 
bring wine to the men from the nearest 
cafe, a wheelbarrow full at a time. A 
few men were pretty well loaded by 
quitting time. I noticed that our men 
quit work promptly at 4:30, so I said to 
Charlie Paige: “Do you mean to say that 
all our men drop their tools exactly at 
4:30?” “No, not at all,” Charlie said, 
“many put their tools away before and 
are now halfway home.” French car- 
penters are still using the same saw and 
hammer that they used 300 years ago. I 
was not able to find a carpenter's steel 
square in all of France and nobody ever 
heard of a monkey wrench. 


Delay Rule in France 

Business men in France will not con- 
tract verbally, nor by telephone, nor do 
much in a friendly way. They want 
everything in writing. Very few promises 
as to delivery are kept. I shipped 4 
refrigerator and a gas range from 
Brussels to Paris. They were delivered 


(See TRAVER “TALKS” opposite page) 


Key West Opening Is Set 
For Jan. 10, Says Filbert 


MIAMI, Dec. 25.—Originally scheduled 
to open on January 6, Key West Amuse- 
ment Park will be officially opened on 
January 10, declared its manager, Ted 
Filbert, who was here this week to con- 
tract additional acts. 


Some alterations were necessary and 
largely for this reason the opening has 
been delayed, he said. 


Manager Filbert said he was awaiting 
word from Washington as to exact date 
of the opening of the new Flagler high- 
way, which will eliminate the _— 
Gaoew ferry ride from Miami to Key 

est. 
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The Pool Whirl 


By NAT A, TOR 


(All Communications to Nat A. Tor, 
Care New York Office, The Billboard) 


Designing for Living 

Harry Ackley hit the nail on the head 
at the Chi confabs when he said, “After 
a long experience in the swiming pool 
field, we have come to the conclusion 
that no designer, who has not himself 
had the experience of operating and 
maintaining a swimming pool plant for 
at least one season, is fully qualified to 
design a swimming pool for others.” 


He came right out and said what oth- 
ers have been thinking all along. ‘Too 
many aquatic tanks in the indoor and 
outdoor fields are failures thru no fault 
except that of designing. Expert man- 
agers have undertaken to put over nata- 
torlums with extensive ad campaigns, 
mortgage after mortgage has been paid 
on other similar pools and in all cases 
attempts have failed because of the 
faulty layout of the establishments. 


Too many architects and engineers, 
who might be authorities in their own 
right, have tried to muscle in on the 
pool industry with the result that in- 
stead of helping they have proved great 
detriments. As Harry pointed out in his 
talk, there are so many ramifications 
to the swimming biz that only one who 
really understands the trade should try 
to design a pool. What might appear 
highly beautiful, and unquestionably is, 
might not be so practical for a tank. 
The designer who knows something 
about swimming pool management 
would never permit a thing of beauty, 
even tho it be a joy forever, to take form 
in his tank if it proved impractical. So, 
if you are planning to build a swim 
tank, be sure you consult a designer who 
has had definite experience in the field. 
Don't be misguided by one who may 
have drawn plans for the biggest build- 
ings or bridges, for he may place your 
handball courts in the wrong section. 
And that will mean the difference be- 
tween success and failure. The same 
holds true if you intend to make altera- 
tions. For the sake of saving design- 
er’s fees, don’t take an unknown’s judg- 
ment and move things around, for it 
may result in moving from the black 
into the red. 


Men and Mentions 

The Spence boys, noted amateur swim- 
mers, seem to be fighting against each 
other now that neither is very active in 
competitive ranks. Walter is teaching 
swimming in London Terrace indoor 
lank, New York, while cousin Leonard is 
doing similar honors in the. opposish 
pool, Park Central. Christy Walsh, in 
charge of sports activities for the New 
York World’s Pair of 1939, is still un- 
decided as to the aquatic functions, if 
any, to be conducted at the @xpo. Ca- 
nadian National Exhibition, Toronto, 
lays stress on its marathon swims and 
Great Lakes Exposition, Cleveland, last 
summer had as one of its main attrac- 
tions a big water carnival. However, so 
far every sport except swimming has 
been discussed in connection with the 
World’s Pair. 


Pools and Paralysis 

Continuing features of the paper by 
R. N. Perkins, concerning relation of in- 
fantile paralysis with swimming pools and 
beaches, which won a prize at the Chi 
confabs: “In the foregoing statements 
(printed in last week’s column) we have 
attempted to bring the enemy into the 
Open where we can get a look at it to 
see what the swimming pool owner has 
to contend. We believe that the only 
plan of attack is by way of education. 
During the last year the United States 
Public health service has given a num- 
ber of radio broadcasts, setting forth 


Causes of infantile paralysis, and state, 
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departments of public health are also 
sending out bulletins and some, like the 
State of Illinois, are trying to allay 
fears of the paralysis disease possessea 
by many. 

“We had an epidemic of infantile 
paralysis, or polio as it is known in the 
field of medicine, in Omaha during the 
bathing season this year. During July 
we saw little or nothing in newspapers 
regarding its prevalence. During July 
there was a steady increase in cases, with 
a few deaths. On August 1 articles began 
to appear in papers. Health authorities 
prescribed certain restrictions for par- 
ents to lace on children. One restric- 
tion was not to allow them to go to 
picture shows. Another was not to allow 
them to go swimming. The day after this 
article appeared attendance at the pools 
dropped to practically nothing. Omaha’s 
municipal pools are all fill-and-draw pools 
and the health commissioner did not al- 
low them to open this year. Omaha has 
three outdoor country club pools, several 
indoor pools and two large outdoor 
public pools. Most of these pools are 
equipped so they may be maintained in 
a sanitary condition. Irrespective of this, 
they all suffered a loss of revenue to 
such an extent that there was abso- 
lutely no business, even to the country 
club pools. Weather was hot and ideal 
for swimming.” 


Cmerican Recreational 


Equipment Cssociation 


By R. S. UZZELL 


Numerous times and on various occa- 
sions your author, both by pen and 
voice, has been firm in the conviction 
that our business is not over, washed 
up, faded out, decadent nor obsolescent. 
Listen to an able man outside of our 
manufacturers’ fraternity. He is an 
astute lawyer, a bank president, an ex- 
mayor of his city and was the first 
president of New England Section of 
NAAPPB. 

Honorable Andrew J. Cassasa, of 
Revere Beach, Mass., in his address at 
the annual dinner of AREA in Chicago, 
said: “These fathers and sons around 
this table here are impressive and it 
indicates another sign of optimism on 
the part of these men who are in this 
business. They take their sons to this 
convention, which certainly is an op- 
timistic sign, because if their business 
were going down hill they would not 
want to bring their sons into it. These 
men are optimistic, and if we are all 
optimistic we are going to go somewhere 
in this great amusement business.” 
Thank you, Mr. Cassasa, for attending 
our dinner and for your encouraging 
attitude so well expressed. Come again! 


Caution in Speeding 

James Mitchell, of the R. E. Chambers 
Company, Beaver Falls, Pa., at our Chi- 
cago dinner said: “An rator can 
either make or break a ride.” Alas! How 
true! But ‘f he breaks it he blames 
the manufacturer, and if successful for 
@ season he poses as a master mechanic 
and says, “I showed these manufac- 
turers where to get off.” Mr. Mitchell 
further stated: “I believe that a ride 
owner should write the manufacturer 
of a device before he speeds up his ride, 
as all rides are generally figured, built 
and tested to carry a certain load at a 
certain speed with, of ccurse, a margin 
of safety.” Mr. Mitchell is a young man 
moving in the right direction, 

Listen to a veteran: “I would say that 
the tendency of the times is for speed, 
but in speeding up old rides the greatest 
caution should be practiced and the 
manufacturer should be consulted to see 
if that speed is permissible,” said W. F. 
Mangels. 

To all of which your author agrees 
out of a long experience of building and 
operating rides and would like to sound 
a timely warning that many oid rides in 
use today should no longer be used until 
carefully examined by the builders if at 
all possible and all recommended repairs 
and replacements made. Builders and 
manufacturers cannot go many places 
just prior to opening, so this demand on 
their time should be made soon after 
the first of the new year. 


Tax Meets Protests 
Wallace St. C. Jones. Boston, on Hours, 
Wages, Taxes, Etc., expresses his be- 
wilderment thusly: “The surtax on any 
amount of surtax net income not shown 
in the table is computed by adding to 
the surtax for the largest amount 
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shown, which is less than the income, 
the surtax upon the excess over the 
amount at the rate indicated in the 
table. With such a tax return we should 
have a slide rule, prayer book and a 
ouija board. Surplus tax therefore, in 
my opinion, will eat into the amusement 
park industry and will wreck the parks 
and the manufacturers who supply the 
parks. Mr. Mangels said: “Taxes are 
therns in the side of every manufac- 
turer today, irrespective of where he is 
located.” 

On the surplus tax our proceedings 
contain the thought of conservative men. 

“Surplus tax was supposed to hit the 
big fellows. Instead of that it hits the 


latle fellows much harder than the big 
fellows.”"—W. F. Mangels. 

“It has been probably the worst that 
was passed during the session in which 
that iaw was enacted.”—Judge James 
A. Donovan, of the Dodgem Corporation. 


TRAVER “TALKS”—— 


(Continued from opposite page) 
after two months at a cost of $40. I sent 
a suit to be cleaned. In two weeks they 
brought back the coat and vest and said 
I would have to wait 15 days for the 
pants. Now, even in broad-minded Paris, 
men must wear pants on the street. 

(Continued next week) 
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Weather 


Important Events and Happenings 
From December, ’36, to December, ’37 


, (From Files of 


GRAVATT SAILS—Frank P. Gravatt, 
president Steel Pier, Atlantic City, sailed 
last week in November for Europe in 
search of noveliies, accompanied by 
Frank Elliott, minstrel. 


NAAPPB MEETING—In the Hotel 
Sherman, Chicago, December 3, board of 
directors of National Association of 
Amusement Parks, Pools and Beaches 
went on record as being opposed to a 
combined banquet and ball with Show- 
men’s League. More than 1,300 were 
registered for the annual convention. 
Harry C. Baker was re-elected for a 
third term as president and A. R. Hodge 
was re-elected secretary. 


AREA MEETING—American Recrea- 
tional Equipment Association held its 
annual meeting in Chicago November 30. 
George H. Cramer was re-elected presi- 
dent for a second term and R. S. Uzzell 
was re-elected secretary. 


COASTER DAMAGED—Fire of unde- 
termined origin on November 27 did esti- 
mated damage of $15,000 to the big 
Coaster at Ocean Park Pier, Los Angeles. 

FUNLAND OPENS — Funland, new 
amusement park in Miami, opened un- 
der management of David B. Endy De- 
cember 5, more than 10,000 attending. 


NEW PARK GROUP—Leonard Thomp- 
son was elected chairman and Capt. J. 
Russell Pickering secretary of new As- 
sociation of Amusement Park Proprietors 
of Great Britain in London in December. 


FRISCO LANDMARK SOLD—Famous 
Cliff House sold to Whitney Bros., George 
K. and Leo C., operators of Playland- 
at-the-Beach, December 14 for $200,000. 


PIER IS DAMAGED—Fifty feet of one 
side and boathouse at end of Steeple- 
chase Pier, Coney Island, N. Y., wrecked 
_by a storm December 27. 


WHALOM PARK HIT—-Wind took away 
diving-board tower, new float, shutters 
on buildings and leveled trees in Whaiom 
Park, Fitchburg, Mass. 

GIANT RIDE SET—Palisades Bobsled 
Company organized for operation of a 
new ride installed in Palisades (N. J.) 
Amusement Park early in January. 

FLOOD HAVOC —Nearly all of Cin- 
cinnati’s Coney Island was swept away 
week of January 24 by record Ohio River 


flood. 

NOBACK DIES—Dr. Charles V. Noback, 
veterinarian for New York Zoological 
Park, died in New York January 16. 

EDGEWATER PARK PURCHASED— 
DeWitt L. Martin and Associates bought 
Edgewater Park on Grand Island in East 
,River, Buffalo, from the Voetsch estate. 

PARK HEAD NAMED—Thomas C. 
Foley was named vice-president and gen- 
eral manager of Conneaut Lake (Pa.) 
Park in January. 

ASBURY PARK DEAL—wWalter Reade 
took a five-year contract to handle all 
municipal amusements in Convention 
Hall and Casino, Asbury Park, N. J. 

FIRE LOSS—A large storage shed in 
Williams Grove Park, Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
was destroyed by fire with loss of $2,000. 

TROYERS GET LEASE—Troyer Bros., 
operators of Casa del Rey: Hotel and 
Cocoanut Grove Ballroom, Santa Cruz, 
Calif.. signed lease January 30 from 
Santa Cruz Seaside Company, continuing 
management of beach hotel and ball- 
room three years longer. 

FUNLAND LEASED—Endy Bros. and 
William Tucker in February leased Fun- 
land Park, Miami, Fla., for four more 
years. 

PARK FOUNDER DIES—Ernest H. 
Johnson, founder of Electric Park, 
Waterloo, Ia., died at his home in that 
city February 6. 

FREE GATE ADOPTED—Park Manager 
Hoyt Hawke announced in February that 
Capitol Beach Park, Lincoln, Neb., 
wouid have a free gate. 

PALISADES PREPARES—Construction 
began late in February in Palisades (N. 
J.) Amusement Park for a mammoth 
new ride, Lake Placid Toboggan Slide. 

GIBSON TO DIRECT—J. F. Gibson 
was named managing director of Jeffer- 
son Beach Park on Lake St. Clair, De- 
troit, week of February 14. 

JONES TAKES POST—Management of 
Forest Park, Dayton, O., early in year 
contracted Reese H. Jones as publicity 


The Billboard) 
director and picnic and ballroom man- 


er. 

PARK REHABILITATION — Summit 
Beach Park, Akron, O., was taken over 
by new corporation, Summit Beach, Inc., 
week of February 21. 

RISK PLAN LAUNCHED—A big came 
paign to educate park, pier, pool and 
beach men in benefits of the co-operative 
public liability insurance plan sponsored 
by NAAPPB was launched first week in 
March. 

DR. HORNADAY DIES—Dr. William 
Temple Hornaday, 82, first director of 
New York Zoological Park, died in Stam- 
ford, Conn., March 6. 

PARK HEAD NAMED—James V. Saw- 
yer was elected president of Summit 
Beach Park, Akron, O. 

HOSTELRY BURNS—Old Lake View 
Park Hotel, Conneaut, O., burned 
March 5. 

DALLAS RIDE TO PARIS—J. W. Shil- 
lan, British ride manufacturer, signed 
for space at Paris International Exposi- 
tion for his Rocket Speedway ride. 

A MILLION-DOLLAR EASTER — A 
$1,000,000 Easter in Atlantic City, busi- 
mess being mostly entertainment, was 
seen as sign of a great summer. 


PARK UPTREND SEEN—Ninth annual 
convention of New England Section, 
NAAPPB, was held March 30 and 31 at 
President Daniel E. Bauer’s Acushnet 
Park Pavilion, New Bedford, Mass. 


DUCHARME TO HEAD—Georges Du- 
charme signed a contract to manage 
Dominion Park, Montreal, for another 
five years. 

PARK REJUVENATED—Rejuvenation 
of Rocky Glen Park, Moosic, Pa., was 
completed early in April, a new $50,000 
dance hall being outstanding. 

HEAVY BUILDING IN A. C.—There 
was livelier building in Atlantic City the 
first three months of ‘37 than since 
1929, with permits for work totaling 
$370,000. 

LONG BEACH CHARGES—Long Beach 
city council enacted an ordinance charg- 
ing for use during summer of local 
beaches, it was announced week of 
April 5. 

EARLY BOW GOOD — Forest Park, 
Dayton, O., opened March 28 with fire- 
works and nine rides operating over 
week-ends until formal bow May 30. 

JEFFERSON FESTIVAL—Booking of a 
big outing of St. John’s Day League of 
Masons on June 26 and 27 at Jefferson 
Beach, Detroit, was completed early in 
April by Managing Director J. F. Gibson. 

MEADOWBROOK REMODELED—New 
Meadowbrook Park, Bascom, O., was be- 
ing remodeled early in April. 

BIG EASTER AT FRISCO—Playland- 
at-the-Beach had its largest attendance 
in 12 years on Easter Sunday. Leo Whit- 
ney, co-owner, looked for an excellent 


year. 

BERT SINCLAIR DIES—Bert Sinclair, 
65, associated with his brother, George 
Sinclair, in operation of Meyers Lake 
Park, Canton, O., died April 12 in that 
city. 

CONTRACTS LET—Several contracts 
had been let in the rebuilding of Summit 
Beach Park, Akron, it was reported on 
April 11. Roy Gooding booked three 
kiddie rides and a Lindy Loop; Alfred 
Kennedy, a Ferris Wheel. 

WAUKESHA BEACH BID IN—Theo- 
dore M. Toll, manager of Waukesha 
Beach, near Pewaukee, Wis., was only 
bidder at a foreclosure sale of the prop- 
erty April 9. Edward Wirth was to be 
associated with Toll. 

PARK TO DEVELOP — Lake Worth 
Park, Watsontown, N. J., was to be de- 
veloped into a complete amusement park, 
said Royden Haines, owner and operator, 
late in April. 

WOODSIDE BEGINS — In Woodside 
Amusement Park, Philadelphia, among 
features that opened April 17 were week- 
end concerts, Kiddies’ Hour and fire- 
works. 

REVERE BEACH BOOM—About $200,- 
000 was being spent at Revere Beach, 
Mass. Mrs. Catherine Bopp and Henry 
Chester Trask planned to spend $70,000 
to build a new double-track Coaster. 

FIFTY-THOUSAND-DOLLAR OUTLAY 
—Buckeye Lake Park Company reported 


urbs Park Grosses 


MUSEMENT park business was in the in-and-outer class during the 1937 sea- 

son. A cross-section of reports from the industry has been rightly dubbed 

“a Scotch plaid.” Bad weather breaks brought down the average and what 

started with all prospects of a wow of a season ended only somewhat better than 
1936, which, however, showed big gains over the preceding several years. 


Instead of a business increase of from 35 to 50 per cent, as was indicated 
early, it is estimated that total average increase was from 10 to 15 per cent. In 
some locations, of course, net profit ran higher and in others the net was much 
lower. Because of extensive outlays operators who had greatly increased grosses 
could not report much on the profit side. 


More free attractions, thrill acts being in the majority, were used than for 
many years. Reports indicate that attendance was greatly increased and managers 
were pleased and more than satisfied with their act policies, but that old equalizer, 
the weather, stepped in too frequently to mess things up on holidays, week-ends, at 
big outings and on other occasions on which operators depend so largely to put 
them on velvet. 

Invest Early Earnings 

In summing up the season the findings of President Harry C. Baker, New York, 
National Association of Amusement Parks, Pools and Beaches, at the 19th annual 
meeting in Chicago in December agreed with a survey by The Billboard. “We 
were gratified to learn that during our spring operations some parks showed as 
much as 50 per cent increase in receipts over and above the 1936 season for the 
same period,” he said. “Accordingly, many operators immediately reinvested these 
earnings, feeling confident that the increase would continue. When July arrived, 
and after tasting the fruits of prosperity, once again conditions began to slump. 


“In July business dropped off considerably. We consoled ourselves, however, 
with the thought that it was a seasonal reaction and would be of limited duration. 
We were confident August would show a return sufficient to offset the drop in the 
last fortnight in July. This hope was in vain, because August continued to show 
an even greater drop than July. Then came the climax during the last two wetks 
of August and the period of operation in September, when we had the most un- 
favorable weather possible in many sections of the country. On week-ends we had 
either heavy continuous rains or weather was so uncertain that it kept patrons from 


amusement parks.” 
More Acts Are Used 


There was little similarity in weather conditions in various sections. In Ohio 
and other parts of the Middle West the early season was not so good, but despite 
continued adverse weather and industrial conditions a number of operators re- 
couped losses in the last half and came out in the black. It was the coldest summer 
in 40 years in Oregon, with temperature at 45 degrees frequently in Portland. 
There was much rain around Los Angeles and other localities on the West Coast. 
Rain came at the wrong time, followed by abnormal heat, in many places east of 
the Rockies. Some Western States had drought again, topped off by infantile 
paralysis. There was much rain around the Great Lakes. Atlantic seaboard reports 
showed a poor opening and fair summer, ending with an unfavorable August and 
Labor Day. Damage wrought by the Ohio River flood in January crippled some 
smaller spots and caused heavy financial outlay in larger parks, notably Coney Is- 
land, Cincinnati, which started the season, of necessity, “on the nut.” 


Besides increased use of acts in many of the smaller play spots larger parks 
launched the most pretentious attractions programs seen since the old days when 
amusement parks dotted the nation. A conspicuous example of the value of free 
acts was seen at Pontchartrain Beach, New Orleans, which broke all attendance 
records during the season with an almost continuous array of thrill attractions. 
This is considered the most effective of the new policies which have restored the 
beach to great public favor on the Gulf Coast. 

Other operators who went in more strongly for acts were those handling the 
destinies of Palisades (N. J.) Park; Belmont Park, Montreal; Steeplechase 
Park, Coney Island. N. Y.; Olympic Park, Irvington, N. J.; Kennywood Park, Pitts- 
burgh; Coney Island, Cincinnati; Enna Jettick Park, Auburn, N. Y.; Jefferson 
Beach, Detroit; Summit Beach Park, Akron, O.; Roseland Park, Canandaigua, N. 
Y.; Sea Breeze Park, Rochester, N. Y¥.; Playland, Rye, N. Y.; West View Park, 
Pittsburgh; Ocean View Park, Norfolk, Va.; Clementon (N. J.) Lake Park; Paragon 
Park, Nantasket, Mass., and Capitol Beach, Lincoln, Neb. 


- Improvements Tell Tale 

Sensing an oncoming period of prosperity early in the year, numerous oper- 
ators launched programs of new construction and installations. And they are the 
ones, it appears, who are showing the best percentage of increased patronage. 
Those who were content to “let well enough alone” fail to show reports better than 
those of 1936 and in some instances a falling off is reported. While there are 
reports from operators that, altho larger crowds came thru the gates, receipts 
did not mount up in comparison, in a majority of these cases it is admitted now 
that the condition probably could be attributed to the fact that nothing new 
was offered. J 

All in all, the 1937 season can be considered good. While not up to early 
anticipations, most operators by this time have convinced themselves as to reasons 
for any increase or decrease experienced by them. Principal reason for seasonal 
receipts not reaching the mark set during May and June was adverse weather, 
which no one could do much about. But where patronage or spending fell off un- 
der favorable conditions, operating managements are taking stock of themselves 
and, as reported at the Chicago annual meeting of NAAPPB, planning improvements 
and policies with which to meet the modern trend. 


in the middle of April that $50,000 would French, owner of Rock Lake swimming 

be spent for new equipment, rides and pool, six miles from Charleston, W. Va. 

concessions in Buckeye Lake (O.) Park. said in the middle of April that an 
EARLY BOW GOOD — Eastwood amusement park would be built around 

Amusement Park, Detroit, got off to a the pool. 

good start over the third week-end in ORANGE LAKE PURCHASED—Howard 

April. Manager Henry Wagner called it T. LeVan, lessee of Orange ake Amuse- 


the greatest opening in his 30 years, esti- 
mating that 50,000 were turned away. 

WHITE JOINS CARLIN—Clem White 
joined staff of John J. Carlin, Carlin’s 
Park, Baltimore, latter part of April. 

HAYNES HAS MICHIGAN SPOT— 
Week of April 18 it was announced that 
R. (Hustling) Haynes would manage 
Highland Gardens, Highland Park, Grand 
Haven, Mich. 

W. VA. SPOT TO ENLARGE—C. A. 


ment Park, six miles west of Newburg, 
N. Y., bought all assets, including the 
land, from Orange Lake Development 
Company. 

PERRY LEASES PAVILION — H. W. 
Perry leased Geauga Lake Park pavilion, 
Geauga Lake, O., late in April. 

LEARN-TO-SWIM CAMPAIGN — Paul 
H. Huedepohl, manager of Jantzen 


Swimming Association, Portland, Ore. 
left Hayden Island Amusement Company, 
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operator of Jantzen Beach, Portland, to 
devote his time to Learn-To-Swim cam- 
paigns latter part of April. 

CASTLE BATHS RAZED—Fired razed 
Ernest Gaben’s famous Castle Baths at 
Long Beach, L. I., N. Y., May 5. 

SHADY GROVE RAZED—Shadygrove 
Amusement Park, Uniontown, = 
purned May 1. 

CONEY OPENED—Coney Island, Cin- 
cinnati, rebuilt since the January Ohio 
River flood at an expenditure of $300,000, 
opened May 22 and had week-end busi- 
ness that challenged all records. 

MANAGER NAMED — Frank Raful, 
Akron, was appointed general manager 
of Summit Beach Park, Akron, it was 
announced late in May. 

TRIER PARK OPENED—Trier Amuse- 
ment Park, Fort Wayne, Ind., opened 
May 14 and had heavy week-end busi- 
ness. 

CONNEAUT OPENED—Conneaut Lake 
(Pa.) Park opened May 30, with five new 
rides and two blocks of new midway. 

HOFBRAU CLUB RAZED—A two-story 
brick and steel recreation building that 
housed a roller rink and Little Hofbrau 
Night Club in Meyers Lake Park, Canton, 
0., burned late in May. Loss was esti- 
mated at $50,000. 

BREAKS RECORD — Summit Beach 
Park, Akron, opened May 29 to abqut 
$5,000, breaking all records for opening 
day. 

EUCLID OPENED — Euclid Beach, 
Cleveland, opened May 29 to capacity 
business. 


OCEAN WALK IN A. C.—A boardwalk 
over the ocean, a half mile from shore, 
was completed by Atlantic City Steel 
Pier early in June. 

RECORD OPENING — Venice (Calif.) 
Pier opened May 29 to record business. 

FORTY-FIRST BOW — Norumbega 
Park, Auburndale, Mass., opened for the 
4ist time May 29 to record attendance, 
said Manager Arch E. Clair. 

AUTO REST BOWS—The 15th annual 
opening of Auto Rest Park, Carmel, Me., 
took place May 22, with Manager Wise 
calling opening attendance biggest in 
history. 

DRAWS 200,000—More than 200,000 
jammed Revere Beach, Mass., at a night- 
before fireworks display celebrating 
Bunker Hill Day, June 17. 

STRIKE HITS OHIO—Steel strike ac- 
tivities plus rainy weather put a damper 
on Eastern Ohio amusement park busi- 
ness, shown by a survey week of June 20. 

A $300,000 BLAZE—Fire that originat- 
ed in a frozen custard stand on July 3 
in amusement sector of Rockaway Beach, 
L. I., destroyed nearly two blocks of con- 
cessions, dance hall, boardwalk and sev- 
eral bungalows. 


SCALE TILT FOR A. C.—Entire resort 
amusement industry raised its scale of 
prices on a permanent basis week of 
June 27 because of increased cost of pro- 
duction, reason given by Frank P. 
Gravatt. 

MARYLAND SPOT HIT—A $25,000 fire 
swept thru four amusement and conces- 
sion buildings at Betterton, Md., bay re- 
sort. Buildings were owned by H. J. 
Plant. 

STRIKE IN PARIS—Wave of sit-downs 
was giving management of amusement 
park at Paris International Exposition 
headaches last week in June. 


FRISCO DRAWS 300,000—Playland-at- 
the-Beach, San Francisco, drew more 
than 300,000 week of June 20. 

SHOWMEN CLOSE IN PARIS—Ride 
operators, showmen and standholders at 
Paris International Exposition closed in 
the middle of June until their demands 
that the amusement area be included in 
admissions were met. 

SEVENTY - NINE THOUSAND AT 
STEEL PIER—Steel Pier opened its sum- 
oy season July 4 to a record crowd of 

,000. 


OHIO SPOT SOLD — B. A. Myers, 
Celina, O., purchased Edgewater Park 
there, with buildings and chattels, at 
sheriff’s sale for $10,565. 

N. E. SECTION MEET—John T. Clare, 
Manager of Crescent Park, Providence, 
R. I., was host to New England Section, 
National Association of Amusement 
Parks, Pools and Beaches, at its 11th 
annual meet July 29. 

INTERNATIONAL MEET HELD—Prin- 
Cipal results of the International Con- 
vention of Showmen in Paris July 22-23 
Were creation of an international bureau 
and decision to make the meet an 
annual. 

BID OF $250,000 REJECTED—Owners 
of Garden Pier, Atlantic City, at public 
auction August 19 rejected a bid of 
$250,000 for the Pier by F. S. Moran, 
tepresentative of a Pittsburgh amuse- 
Ment syndicate. 

CONEY PUMPS COMPLETED — 
Chances of disastrous fires at Coney 
Island, New York, were made slim by 


completion of a $500,000 pumping sta- 
tion, announced week of August 15.- 

H. W. PERRY RESIGNS—H. W. Perry 
resigned as manager of the dance pavil- 
ion in Craig Beach Park, Youngstown, 
O., on August 15. 

McSWIGAN ELECTED — At annual 
meeting of Pennsylvania Amusement 
Parks Association in Philadelphia August 
27 A. Brady McSwigan, head of Kenny- 
wood Park, Pittsburgh, was elected presi- 
dent of the association. 

U. S. SHOWMEN IN PARIS—Grover 
Whalen arrived in Paris week of August 
23. He later left for Italy and contracted 
for Italy's participation in the New York 
World's Fair of 1939. Harry G. Traver, 
ride builder, and Percy Platt, Motor- 
drome operator, were also in Paris. 

MISS AMERICA CHOSEN—Betty Coo- 
per, “Miss Bertrand Island, N. J.” 17, was 
chosen Miss America of 1937 at the 
Showmen’s Variety Jubilee on Steel Pier, 
Atlantic City, September 11. 

ICE FOLLIES CLICKS—Playing At- 
lantic City Auditorium for a full summer 
season and drawing capacity to the last, 
Ice Follies of 1937 completed its stay 
week of September 5 and headed for 
Kansas City. 

BLACKPOOL LUNA RAZED — Luna 
Park, Blackpool, Eng., Central Beach 
amusement center, was destroyed by fire 
August -26 p* 

CARLIN EXPANDS PARK — John J. 
Carlin, Baltimore, owner of Buckeye Lake 
(O.) Park, bought nine additional acres 
for expansion. 

CARLIN’S PARK RAZED — Carlin’s 
Park, Baltimore, was almost completely 
destroyed by fire on Sentember 30, with 
loss estimated at $300,000. 

FRANK STERLING DEAD — Frank 
Sterling. lieutenant commander. U. S. 
Navy, retired, manager of Atlantic City 
Steel Pier water circus six years, died of 
heart attack October 3. 

McCULLOUGH LAKE GIVEN — T. R. 
Schoonover, philanthropist, purchased 
and gave to the city of Lima, O., McCul- 
longh Leke Amusement Park October 11. 

NEW SPOT FOR MIAMI—Paul Gerber 
and Max Glass, Chicago well known in 
the coin machine industry, closed a deal 
to teke over Liberty Paradise Park, 
Miami, Fla., early in November. 


FIRE FITS OCEAN CITY—A $75,000 
blaze broke out in the amusement cen- 
ter at Ocean City, N. J., October 27, raz- 
ing two buildings on the Boardwalk. 

MOVE TO CASH IN ON W. F.—Land- 
owners, concessioners and showmen in 
Rockaway Beach sector agreed in the last 
week in October to underwrite a fund 
of about $8,000 to attract additional at- 
tention to that area in preparation for 
the New York World’s Fair in 1939. 

FIRE VISITS ROCKAWAY—A 2,000- 
room bathing pavilion and eight one- 
story frame concession stands were razed 
at Rockaway Beach, Queens, N. Y., No- 
vember 12. Loss was estimated at be- 
tween $50,000 and $75,000. } 


ROSENTHALS PLAN CHAIN — Jack 
and Irving Rosenthal announced week 
eof November 15 that they had accepted 
offers from Wall Street financiers to 
develop and operate a national chain of 
amusement parks. 

DETROIT ZOO GATE BIG — Detroit 
Zoological Park closed for the season 
November 14 after having largest attend- 
ance since its opening in 1928. 

SLACH LAKESIDE HEAD—P. L. Slach, 
Cleveland, was re-elected president of 
Lakeside Association at annual meeting 
in Lakeside, O., late in November. 


Long Island 


By or FRIEDMAN 


FROM ALL AROUND: Congrats to 
Long Island State Park Commission for 
tackling a proposal advanced by this de- 
partment a long while back regarding 
popularizing the shore resorts here as 
winter pleasure places as well as for use 
in summer. At Bethpage Park the Long 
Island commish has been successfully 
putting on ice skating, skiing and kin- 
dred winter sports with a large measure 
of success. 

Bobby Trotter Ork at Jamaica’s La 
Casina chosen most pop Long Island 
band in a contest conducted by a local 
publication. Ernie Young's Cavalcade of 
Hits, big unit, did a several-day stand at 
Jamaica Arena. Eddie Leonard, old 
minstreller, brought many oldtimers in 
show biz together during his stay at the 
Club Lincoln, Cypress Hills. Theater of 
Four Seasons, Roslyn, plans a concerted 
effort to attract, next spring and sum- 
mer, beach crowds to the legit after 
swim time. 

Fred Baldwin, s°cretory of Mineola 
Fair, is out of newspaper biz after more 


than a quarter of a century manicuring 
a typewriter. Between 2,000,000 and 
3,000,000 New Englanders will visit the 
Word’s Pair, Dudley Harmon, ex-vice- 
prez of New England Council, has 
pledged. 

ROCKAWAY BEACH: Big Christmas 
tree in Playland Park lends a Yuletide 
tone to the neighborhood. John Gorden 
keeps his kid amusement park going on 
Sundays, regardless of weather, and, 
judging from biz, youngsters seem to 
think the idea’s swell. Wreckage of 
Steeplechase Baths, razed by fire, being 
salvaged and construction work will get 
under way shortly on the project. 


Chamber of Commerce nodded ap- 
proval to the plan to demolish property 
on 200 feet of land north of the Board- 
walk, between Beach, 109th and 72nd 
streets, which is the sturdiest push for- 
ward the proposal has gotten yet. Looks 
like national advertisers, especially of 
ciggies and liquor, have gone strong for 
those new Boardwalk signboards, which 
gives the place a big-time tone. 

LONG BEACH: New city regime, hav- 
ing taken over the reins, is expected to 
make some interesting plans known 
shortly, and with Mayor Edwards keenly 
interested in amusements of the place, 
concessioners anticirate something tn 
store for their well-being. 


Miami Funland 


MIAMI, Dec. 25.—December 13 marked 
the first anniversary of Punland Amuse- 
ment Park under management of David B. 
and Ralph N. Endy in association with 
William J. Tucker. A year ago Punland 
opened its gates with several rides and 
other attractions. 

Under most discouraging circum- 
stances the management contractea 
good free acts and spent plenty of 
money exploiting and advertising the 
spot for many miles around Miami. 

The success of the park’s first year is 
now history. Profits have been spent 
in improvements. Miami merchants 
have benefited greatly since its opening. 

A big party in honor of Punland’s first 
birthday anniversary had city officials 
end showmen from all branches of the 
business attending. 

With passing of the recent cold spell, 
receipts from all sources have taken a 
big leap and the park is crowded every 
night, the Bal Tabarin, open-air dance 
bm being the favorite spot with young 


Attractions that appeal to kiddies are 
being booked, a huge Christmas tree 
was erected on the midway and presents 
were distributed by General Manager 
Endy, including a motor skooter and a 
dozen bicycles. 


Frank LaBarr has been appointed head 
ticket taker, in charge of main entrance. 

Matthew J. (Squire) Riley purchased a 
race horse and will enter him at Tropical 
Park. Horse has been named Bad Penny. 

Robert Taylor (not the movie star) is 
making personal appearances on the 
high wire and women are crowding to 
see this Beau Brummell strut his stuff. 
Capt. Sol Solomon is featured free act 
this week. 

Mary Swift and Edith Seigrist have 
= placed in charge of main gate box 
offices. 


Eddie Hollinger and Jerry Gerard, au- 


ditor and assistant, have purchased new 
cars. 

Gerald Gerard; pin-game operator, will 
desert carnivals next summer and devote 
his time to completion of a new game. 

Walter K. Sibley and wife are seen on 
the midway nightly. 

Dr. Michael Joseph Hefferam, Sam 
Maratta, Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Woods and 
William Ketro registered during the 
week, 


KANSAS CITY, Mo.—It’s getting to be 
almost an annual event in Swope Park 
Zoo, this thing of the yak family giving 
birth to a baby. Latest arrival, born on 
almost the same date as an older brother 
and sister, was delivered Christmas week. 
N. T. (Tex) Clark, veteran circus man 
and zoo superintendent, can’t figure out 
why the parents choose the holiday sea- 
son, but says it’s probably none of his 
business. 


WORLD'S HIGHEST — 
AERIAL ACT! 


NOW BOOKING DATES 


FAIRS — PARKS | 
CELEBRATIONS — 
PERMANENT ADDRESS 


CARE OF THE BILLBOARD, 
CINCINNATI, O. 


AVAILABLE 
GOOD ACTS FOR PARKS & FAIRS 
Animal Acts - Elephants - Bears - Dogs and 
Ponies - Revues - Rodeos - Circuses 
Thrillers - Bands. 
Write or Wire to 


JAMES F. VICTOR ATTRACTIONS, INC. 


Phones: Circle 7-3276, 3277. 
1674 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


LARGEST MANUF, Ser MECHANICAL 


‘CATALOGUE race 


W.F.MANGELS Co. CONEY ISLAND.NY 


M. C. 


CAROUSELLS 


2-3 ROW ELABORATE GALLOPING HORSE CAROUSELLS 
1 CATERPILLAR RIDE 


1 OVER-THE-FALLS OR MAGIC CARPET RIDE 
Prices Right. Terms. Immediate Delivery. 


ILLIONS, 


39 ORIENTAL BOULEVARD, 
MANHATTAN BEACH, N. Y. 


WANTE 


Reneny Basis. Boardwalk Location, Also Location. 


very Day. Largest and Finest Pool on Jersey Coa 


SEASIDE HEIGHTS POOL & CASINO. — 
OCTOPUS AND 3 OR 4 OTHER RIDES 
Also yy Concessions and Attractions. 


WRITE OR WIRE. 
C. M. HEFELFINGER, Mgr., Seaside Heights, N. J. 


Big Crowds 


Last Season With Wonderful Results, 
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GET THE RIDES THAT PAY YOU 
BIG DIVIDENDS EVERY YEAR. 
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CARNIVALS 


Address Communications to WILLIAM JUDKINS HEWITT, Carnival Editor, 25 


a Place, Cincinnati, O. 
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PCSA BANQUET-BALLSELLOUT 


New Lighting System and Garden 
Scene Make Striking Impression 


Leo Carrillo does masterly job as speaker—television 
stunt big surprise feature—floor show along different 
lines—many radio and screen folk present 


LOS ANGELES, Dec. 25.—The 16th Annual Charity Banquet and Ball of the 
Pacific Coast Showmen’s Association will go down in the annals of that organization 
as one of the most pretentious in its history. There always has been a keen, friendly 
spirit of rivalry in that each succeeding president goes to the extreme to match or 


outdo his predecessor. This is by no means an easy task, however. 


It appears that 


as the years roll on it has been the same story of “bigger and better.” The affair, 
held in the Gold Room and Roosevelt Salon in the Hotel Biltmore Wednesday 


night, December 15, was a sellout and 
it was necessary to use the balcony in 
the ballroom to seat the guests at the 
banquet. The event was announced as 
informal, however, the ladies as per past 
custom appeared in new fineries and 
most of the men in evening dress. A 
finely dressed, orderly gathering enjoyed 
the evening. 

‘ A different lighting system, most 
novel and colorful, was splashed, the 
idea being conceived by Ben Shaffer, 
Mex Teuber and Charley Haley. The 

(See PCSA BANQUET on page 98) 


Brashear With 
Silver State Again 


EL PASO, Tex. Dec. 25.—Don M. 
Brashear has again been appointed gen- 
eral agent and business manager of the 
Silver State Shows. Since accepting the 
position Brashear has signed contracts 
for the show to play the Eastern New 
Mexico State Fair, Roswell, N. M.; the 
Police and Fire Department Celebration 
in Gallup, N. M., and the American 
Legion Armistice Celebration in Post, 
Tex. He also contracted with the city 
of Santa Fe for the only carnival permit 
to be issued in 1938, making his fourth 
year to have the exclusive carnival con- 
tract with Santa Fe. 

Brashear recently visited with Paul 
Towe, owner and manager of Silver State 
Shows, at winter quarters in Clovis, 
N. M. Several new tops have been or- 
dered and all shows will have new 
fronts. Opening will be in March in 
Southwestern Texas. Five of the show’s 
rides will be stored in El Paso after 
playing the Sun Carnival there. Man- 
ager Towe has contracts with Whitey 
Kane, who will have his glass palace 
with the show, and William Weilman, 
who will produce a circus as a feature 
show. Trucks and semi-trailers and 
baggage cars will transport the show 
properties, 


Janette and Tom 


Terrill With Model 


FOREST CITY, N. C., Dec. 25.—Janette 
Terrill, the well-known general agent, 
arrived here last Sunday to spend the 
holidays at her home. Prior to her com- 
ing here from Macon, Ga., she made ar- 
rangements with W. R. Harris, general 
manager of the Model Shows, to pilot 
this organization for the 1938 season as 
general representative. Her work will 
start following New Year’s Day. 

Tom Terrill has also been engaged by 
Manager Harris and will handle the pub- 
licity and general exploitation for the 
Model organization, which goes out on 
15 cars. 


Fontana Sign 


L. J. Heth Shows 


NORTH BIRMINGHAM, Ala., Dec. 25.— 
Joe J, Fontana. long known in the carni- 
val business, will again be with the L. J. 
Heth Shows as general agent and busi- 
ness manager. 

This arrangement was made Decem- 
ber 15 when the board of directors of 
the corporation met in its offices in this 
city, and was confirmed this week by 
L. J. Heth, general manager of the 
shows bearing his name. 


Your Mail! 
Attention, Please! 


The Billboard is being flooded with 
mail for show people in all branches 
of the profession of entertainment. 

Will you be so kind as to look in 
the LETTER LIST and send your 
FORWARDING ADDRESS at once. 


WRITE IT ON A POSTAL CARD 
NOW! 

MAIL IT AT ONCE! 

Address The Billboard, Mail-For- 
warding Service, 25 Opera Place, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 


IT IS HOLIDAY TIME! 
MAIL IS VERY HEAVY! 


s With | 


THE FAMOUS FORTUNE-FAVORED AND FASCINATING REID FAMILY: 
Mr. and Mrs. John F. Reid; Betty Jane, 16; Robert Andrew, 7; John Gerald, 4, 
and Mary Catherine, 3. They are shown here as posed at their home in De- 
troit. Reid is of the firm of Dumas & Reid, who present the Happyland Shows 
that have been on tour many years. 


Ballyhoo Bros.’ Circulating Expo. 
ce Century of Profit Show 


By STARR DeBELLE 


Gibsontown, Fla. 
Week ended December 18, 1937. 
Dear Red Onion: 

Before the week was ended every piece 
of show property was snugly tucked 
away in its winter storage place. The 
boys that stayed to finish up the final 
details were given carfare to Tampa as 
a bonus. It is located over 12 miles 
away. As a Christmas gift to their em- 
ployees, the Ballyhoo Bros. presented 
each with a 1938 contract and promised 
all an early opening. The faithful ones 
that worked hard all season and wound 
up behind the eight rock were allowed to 
live in the coaches and dine in the 
show’s cookhouse. Over 1,000 of our 
people will winter here and thousands 
of dollars will be turned loose during 
our short stay. 

To give the final destinations of our 
2.500 employees would be impossible. For 
one reason, many didn’t know where 
they could go and reason No. 2 was why 
leave and then have to come back. But 
those that the writer did contact were 
Pete Ballyhoo, who will play Santa Claus 
in a local store until Christmas and 
then into quarters and do the same for 
many showmen with new ideas. Jake 
Ballyhoo will play school auditoriums 
with a feature film until he can locate 
a buyer for the outfit. Herman Ballyhoo 
to his wife’s folks. Cook & Camp's Side 
Show to play store shows. Those that 
worked all summer for the duke will be 


placed all winter. Do not know what 
they can get this winter if they worked 
for a winter job in the summer. 

Our Artist and Model girls are located 
in the Model Laundry. The revue beau- 
ties_will work in a local mattress factory, 
Several of our concessioners went to 
Suffering Springs. . Those that had 
money weyt into hiding. The sheet, 
note and house-to-house canvass gave 
many employment. Lem Trucklow, the 
show’s general agent, went off on an 
awning mush faking tour. Those that 
finished broke have all sworn that next 
season will be different. 

The Ballyhoo Bros. enjoyed the big- 
gest season of their entire career. The 
show traveled 46,000 miles, MOST OF IT 
UNNECESSARY, and covered every State 
in the union as well as Canada and Old 
Mexico. Opened up five closed towns 
and closed 10 open towns. Changed the 
show’s title once and again used the 
original title the next week. Enjoyed 40 
weeks of fair weather and 10 weeks of 
bad. Added five more cars and three 
attractions during season. Will open 
early in January to play a long list of 


bona fide fairs, probably all the fairs 
that are that way. 

Please run ‘ae following ad: BALLY- 
HOO BROS. CIRCULATING EXPOSI- 
TION can place for long, pleasant and 
semi-prosperous tour in the land of lakes 


and sunshine. Showmen with their own 
outfits and transportation. To such we 


Ideal Shows 
Fully Motorized 


Organization sponsored by 
William Glick plans many 
additions for new season 


LJ 

BALTIMORE, Dec. 25.—William Glick, 
who presents the Ideal Exposition Shows, 
arrived here recently from Chicago and 
other points west and east where he 
had been for several weeks in the inter- 
est of the shows and their booking for 
the coming season. 


While away he made plans for the en- 
largement of the organization in its 
physical equipment, number of new at- 
tractions and personnel. He also received 
bids for additional trucks and semi- 
trailers to augment his motorized fleet, 
which was purchased at the beginning 
of season 1937. Glick stated to a re- 
porter of The Billboard that all his re- 
sources and energy from now on to the 
opening of the 1938 season would be de- 
voted toward making the Ideal Exposi- 
tion outstanding and the largest motor- 
ized show on the continent. 


Ideal Shows started out with all new 
riding devices last season and to these 
units will be added new devices of the 
latest type. Plans also call for radical 
changes and additions to the illumina- 
tion system, leaning to more color and 
less brilliancy or glare, on the midway 
as a whole. 

A new transformer house will be addod 
and wifl be an asbestos-lined semi- 
trailer in which will be installed all the 
necessary electrical equipment for the 
main current distribution unit of the 
midway. The office will be a new 25- 
foot special-built trailer with all modern 
furniture and office accessories. 

In speaking of last season Glick said 
the success of the show in overcoming 
the vast amount of traffic congestion on 
highways and streets has convinced him 
that a fully motorized show is entirely 
practical and we take pride in the fact 
that we pioneered many innovations 
relative to all motorized shows in the 
East and are fully satisfied with results. 

William A. Zartzman, secretary and 
treasurer for the past three years with 
the William Glick and Ideal Shows, has 
been re-engaged, making his fourth year 
with Glick. 


Endy Bros. Book 
Wilno, Cannon Act 


MIAMI, Dec. 25.—Contracts have been 
signed by David B. and Ralph N. Endy, 
of Endy Bros.’ Shows, for the coming 
season with the Great Wilno to perform 
his cannon-shooting specialty over two 
Big Eli Wheels daily. Special posters, 
radio and a press agent will be used to 
exploit this act. 

Shows will be enlarged arid neon 
towers added to illumination scheme. 
Management purchased Stratoship, 
Boomerang, Ridee-O and new Whip rides. 
David B. Endy plans a 30-day advance 
advertising campaign along original 
lines. A lithographed catalog is now 
being prepared that will be distributed 
in each town the show plays in. 

Staff remains same as last season and 
lists David B. Endy, general manager: 
Ralph Endy, treasurer; Matthew J. Riley, 
general agent, and Edward Lippman, 
manager. A new Mack truck will be 
used for the advance. 
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will furnish lot and passes. Ride oper- 
ators with thefr own transportation. 
State whether you use a gas or electrical 
motor. 

Performers, musicians, talkers, grind- 
ers, workingmen and people for all de- 
partments that have never toured and 
enjoyed the winter playgrounds of the 
wealthy. Living cheapest on earth. Make 
salary accordingly. Travel, see the world 
thru the slats of a concession truck. 
Bring blankets—we will furnish sleeping 
quarters. This show will open in Janu- 
ary and stay out all winter. 

MAJOR PRIVILEGE. 
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About the Ladies 
and Such 


By VIRGINIA KLINE] 

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 25. — The 
bazaar given by the Ladies’ Auxiliary of 
the Heart of America Showmen’s Club 
at the Reid Hotel here this week was a 
successful showing of the cooking abili- 
ties of the various members. Mrs, Jesse 
Nathan made and donated a mincemeat 
fruit cake that brought a good price. 
There is a standing order for one of Mrs. 
Myrtle Duncan’s sunshine cakes by a 
former manager of the hotel, so it must 
be extra special. Lucile Parker Heming- 
way made several varieties of cookies 
that were sold as soon as put on sale. 
Mrs. Margaret Haney brought an assort- 
ment of jams and jellies. Receipts were 
exchanged on all sides and meanwhile 
the food sold rapidly. 

All kinds of salable articles were do- 
hated, the most unusual being a large 
Negro mammy doll sent in with other 
things by a former president, Juanita 
Strassburg, from Miami, Fla. 

Last Sunday night Mr. and Mrs. John 
Francis, Mr. and Mrs. Crawford Francis, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Goss and Peggy 
Smith went over to spend the evening 
vith Mr. and Mrs. Dee Lang in Belleville, 
ll. When they got ready to go home it 
Was found that the ice and snow would 


“MAC” MeNALLY 


Formerly Allentown, Pa., 
Now With CHUCK SAUTER, Selling 
CHEVROLETS. 


| oe ae MOTORS, Inc. 


Miami, Florida. 


TRUCKS 


AUTOMOBILES — MOTORIZE YOUR SHOW 
Write 
CHARLIE T. GOSS 
With STANDARD CHEVROLET CO., 
EAST ST. LOUIS, ILL. 


SHORT RANGE GALLERIES AND LONG RANGE 
GALLERIES. 


We Sell Cash Awarded Targets No. 1 and No. 2. 
he Targets are perfect with all rules and regula- 
Price $10 per 1,000——-50% with order. 
Send for Special Low Prices on Torgets. 
We Build Short Range Galleries. 

RED CIRCLE GUN CLUB or LOUIS GLOTH 
Hanover Street, Boston, 


We will finance anything that merits construction. 
Nothing too elaborate. 


make the trip too dangerous, so they 
all stayed all night. As the Dee Langs 
have only rented their home for the 
winter, the slumber party speaks well for 
their ability to look after unexpected 
crowds at home as well as on the lot. 

Letter from Ruth Fowser saying that 
she sailed on the S. S. Pennsylvania from 
San Pedro, Calif., December 19 for New 
York. Ruth hopes to dispose of her in- 
terests there so she can go back to make 
her home in Los Angeles, Letter from 
Catherine Mason, who, with her father, 
Harry Mason; her mother, Marie Mason, 
and brother, Billy, are playing schools 
and other educational affairs with mon- 
keys and other animals, are doing well 
thru Oklahoma, but are heading south 
as the weather gets colder. 

The president of the SLA Ladies’ Aux- 
iliary, Chicago, Mrs. Leah Brumleve, 
writes that she will be unable to attend 
the dinner given by the Kansas City 
ladies but hopes that Mrs. Lew Keller 
and Mrs. Bill Carsky can come to repre- 
sent her at the affair. The president 
also tells me that the-auxiliary has made 
a substantial donation to the American 
Hospital. 

The women in the different auxiliaries 
are often asked what they do with the 
money brought in from drawings, raffles 
and salesboards. This gift to the hos- 
pital goes to the fund for a blood dank, 
to be used in cases of emergency blood 
transfusions, is one of the answers to 
the above question. 


W. C. Kaus Shows To Go 


Out Coming Season 


NEW BERN, N. C., Dec. 25.—The W. C. 
Kaus Shows, Inc., was organized here 
recently according to Mrs. W. C. Kaus, 
secretary and treasurer of the new com- 
pany. This organization will succeed 
the Kaus United Shows unit No. 2, which 
was on tour last season under the man- 
agement of W. C. Kaus. 

The new show will operate independ- 
ently of the No. 1 unit of the Kaus 
United Shows and will be on its own in 
every particular as to size and general 
equipment. This move to put the W. C. 
Kaus Shows out the coming season un- 
der a. separate title is in general in- 
tended to avoid confiiction as to the 
Kauses’ title, Mrs. Kaus further an- 
nounced. 


eax Goodman extends sw 


We will appreciate your consideration before contracting elsewhere. 


bh yy 
HOLIDAY GREETINGS and says * THANKS A MILLION” 3 
to his many friends and associates: — 
Their expressions of confidence, their wishes for success, and their splendid co-operation throughout our *2 
first year as a leading attraction are deeply appreciated. i 
FOR 1938 i 7 
Offers Fair Associations and Committees % 
The Show of Beauty, Elaborately Electrified, Ideas New to the Amusement World that will appeal to # | 
the most exacting sponsors, who demand attractions of QUALITY and MERIT. . 
SHOWMEN and PRODUCERS 
What have you that is original? 
Experienced, sober, reliable Carnival People in all departments, write. a 
Address Max Goodman, Gen: Mgr., Post Office Box 21, Little Rock, Ark: ; 


PRICED FROM 


ALLAN HERSCHELL CO. 


$1,150.00 Up 
1937 °sbzt* KIDDIE AUTO RIDES 
MORE THAN 150 SATISFIED OWNERS. 


“Made in three different sizes, for 1937. 
Model ‘A’ De Oy 10-Car, seating 14 children, 
sells for oe 350.00 F. O. B. North Tonawanda, 
Model ‘ De Luxe 8- Car, erating 12 children, 
sells for 51.460. 00 F. O. B. North Tonawande. 

Special 20-Car Model for $2,260.00 fur- 
nished on special 
Also Manufacturers of Blue Goose Kiddle Ride. 


ALLAN HERSCHELL CO., Ine. 
NORTH TONAWANDA, N. Y. 


_ $¥Season’s GreetingsRE 
BLUE RIBBON SHOWS, Inc. 


Booking for Season 1938 


SHOWS—Nide Show, Animal Show, Monkey Show, Working World or Mechanical City, Snake Show— 
or any Show of merit. Will furnish new Canvas and Fronts to reliable Showmen. Will finance any 


new or novel Attraction, Will book or buy Life or Unborn Show, 

CONCESSIONS all open except Bingo and Cook House. Will book or buy Penny Arcade. 

MECHANICAL DEPARTMENT—Opening for Artist that can do Pictorials, wy and Let- 
oe First-class Truck and Ride Motor Mechanic. First-class Electrician. All must be sober and 
rehaod 

RIDE HELP—Foremen for 10 Major Rides and other experienced Ride Help. Must be sober, 
rail, ant capable of driting Trucks with Semi-Trailers. 

THE FOLLOWING WRITE—Dave Hemminger, Chief Wana Poney, Jerry Thorne, Hi Hi Lam- 

rock, Happy Sumerrall, yore Gibson, Walter Metz, Russell (John) Lane, (Mississippi) Tyrone. 


NTER QUARTERS, Box 103, Phenix —,, Ala. 
Will be be pot Hotel, Indianapolis, Ind., January 2 to 5, 1938. 
L. E. ROTH, Manager. 


SUNSET AMUSEMENT COMPANY 


GREETINGS AND BEST WISHES FOR THE COMING SEASON 
Opening early in April, playing Missouri, lowa and Illinois. Eight Shows and eight Rides. NO PAY 
GATE. CONCESSIONS OPEN: Fish Pond, Bowling Alley, Diggers, Pitch Win, Country Store, 
American Paimistry, Custard and Candy Floss. SHOWS WANTED: Fun House, Mechanical, Motor 
Drome, Unborn and Wax. Have complete Geek Show outfit for reliable party. 
Address P. O. 174, AURORA, MO. 


CRYSTAL CITY WANTS 


RIDES AND CONCESSIONS FOR PARK SEASON '38. X GIVEN. 


Park under new management—completely reinvenated. Located in heart of new oi! field on 3.000-ecre 
lake, 2 paved highways, 400,000 people to draw from. All Concessions open. Positively no grift. 

Acts, “Dramatic Shews and Orchestras write. Will give 5-year term on Concessions and Rides. 
SALE—2 D. (. Generators (12% and 25 K. W.), and Powers 6B Head. WILL BOOK OR BOE 


lortable Skating Rink. 


RAY (POP) STECK, Lessee, Wichita Falls, Tex. R-3. 
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1937 Carnival Gross Tops 1936 


Important Events and Happenings 
From December, ’36, to December, ’37 


(From Files of 


SLA MEMORIAL SERVICE — Departed 
showmen were paid a touching tribute 
at annual Showmen’s League memorial 
service in Sherman Hotel, Chicago, No- 
vember 29. 

CONKLIN PARTY — Testimonial din- 
ner for J. W. (Patty) Conklin was held 
November 30 in Showmen’s League club- 
rooms at Chicago. 

HASC ELECTS—Jack Ruback was 
elected president of Heart of America 
Showmen’s Club for 1937 November 26. 


SLA BANQUET—The 24th annual 
banquet and »all of Showmen’s League 
at Sherman Hotel in Chicago December 
2 attracted largest crowd in club’s his- 
tory. 

ACA MEETING — American Carnivals 
Association, Inc., held its third annual 
meeting in Chicago November 30 to De- 
cember 2. Officers elected were John W. 


_. Wilson, president; F. E. Gooding, first 


vice-president; John Francis, second 
vice-president; Art Lewis, honorary sec- 
retary-treasurer, and Max Cohen, active 
secretary-treasurer and general counsel. 


SLA ELECTION—J. C. McCaffery was 
elected president of Showmen’s League 
for 1937 November 30. Others elected 
were Joe Rogers, first vice-president; 
A. L. Rossman, treasurer; Joseph E. 
Streibich, secretary. 

PCSA BANQUET—The 15th annual 
Charity Banquet and Ball of Pacific 
Coast Showmen’s Association December 
9 in Biltmore Hotel, Los Angeles, was 
attended by largest crowd in organiza- 
tion’s history. 

PCSA SERVICES—Annual memorial 
services of Pacific Coast Showmen’s As- 
sociation were held December 6 at Ever- 
green Cemetery, Los Angeles. About 
500 persons attended the impressive 
ceremonies. , 

HOXIE JOINS ROYAL PALM—Berney 
Smuckler signed contracts during week 
of December 19 with Jack Hoxie, screen 
star, to appear with Royal Palm Shows. 

FONTANA WITH HETH—Joe J. Fon- 
tana joined L. J. Heth Shows 4s assistant 
manager and general representative week 
of December 19. 

WONDER SHOW ANNOUNCED — Max 
Goodman in December announced he 
would take out own show under title 
Goodman Wonder Show. 

HASC SHOW WOMEN ELECT—Ladies’ 
Auxiliary of Heart of America Show- 
men’s Club held its 15th annual election 
of officers December 18, with Marie 
Beckman as president; Myrtle Duncan, 
first vice-president; Hattie Howk, second 
vice-president; Relly Castle, third vice- 
president; Etta Smith, secretary; Helen 
Brainerd Smith, treasurer. 

MO. CLUB ELECTS—Election of offi- 
cers of Missouri Show Women’s Club 
was held in St. Louis December 17. Mrs. 
Norma Lang, president; Mrs. Irene 
Burke, first vice-president; Mrs. Daisy 
Davis, second vice-president; Mrs. Ger- 
trude Land, third vice-president; Mrs. 
Clella Jacobson, secretary; Florence 
Parker, treasurer. 

10 PER CENT TAX IN SAVANNAH— 
City council of Savannah, Ga., Janu- 
ary 1 pessed a 10 per cent gross tax on 
all forms of amusements to take care 
of the city’s unemployables. 

KRAUSE DEATH—Mrs. Mamie, 65, 
veteran carnival operator, died at her 
home in Detroit December 26. Burial in 
Roseland Park Cemetery, Detroit. 

SSA ELECTS—Mel Vaught was elected 
first president of the Southwest Show- 
men’s Association at convention in El 
Paso. Tex., December 31. 

PCSA ELECTS—Pacifiec Coast Show- 
men’s Association held its annual elec- 
tion of officers December 28. Will 
Wright, president; Dr. Ralph E. Smith, 
tirst vice-president; Charles J. Walpert. 
second vice-president: Ted Metz, third 
vice-president; Ross R. Davis, treasurer; 
John T. Backman, secretary. 

HASC BALL — Seventeenth annual 
banquet and ball of the Heart of Amer- 
ica Showmen’s Club in Kansas City De- 
cember 31 was huge success. 

PCSA DINNER—Pacific Coast Show- 
men. Association’s 14th annual Christ- 
mas dinner in clubrooms at Los Angeles 


The Billboard) 


December 25 was highly successful. 
NOEL TO ZEIGER SHOWS—C. S. Noel 


joined C. F. Zeiger Shows as general- 


agent early in January. 


RILEY WITH ENDY—Matthew J. 
Riley in January signed contract as 
general agent for Endy Bros.’ Shows. 

BEN KRAUSE DIES — Benjamin 
Krause, 57, carnival showman, was found 
dead in Savannah River, Savannah, Ga., 
January 5. Burial in Har Nebo Ceme- 
tery, Upper Darby, Pa. 

NEW POST FOR MORRIS—Milton M. 
Morris early in January signed contract 
as business manager of Max Gruberg’s 
World Exposition Shows. 

DOLLOR RE-ENGAGED—Billie Dollor 
early in January was re-engaged as gen- 
eral agent for Alabama Ride Company. 

KY. REPEALS TAX—Kentucky Senate 
early in week of January 4 repealed the 
omnibus sales tax on ice cream, soft 
drinks, candy, chewing gum, nuts and 
cosmetics. 

FOX TO WALLACE BROS.—Walter B. 
Fox early in January resigned as gen- 
eral agent of Al G. Hansen Shows to 
become assistant manager of Wallace 
Bros.’ Shows. 

HOCK GETS FAIRS—Imperial Shows 
in January were awarded Class B Circuit 
of six Wisconsin fairs. 

WALLACE RE-SIGNS WADLEY—Rube 
Wadley was re-signed as general agent 
for Wallece Bros.’ Shows early in Jan- 
uary. 

GOODMAN GETS GREENE—Clay M. 
Greene early in January signed contracts 
as general agent of Goodman Wonder 
Shows. . 

MACK TO DEE LANG — Robert L. 
Mack in January signed with Dee Lang 
Shows as assistant manager. 

BERK TO WEST'S SHOWS—Manager 
Frank West, West’s World Wonder 
Shews, early in January signed Neil 
Berk as general agent. 

MICH. SHOWMEN ORGANIZE — Out- 
door showmen in Michigan organized 
at Detroit January 16. Michigan Show- 
men’s Association adopted as title. 
Temporary officers: Leo Lippa, president; 
A. H. McQueen, secretary: Louis Rosen- 
thal, treasurer. 

MURPHY JOINS BEATY—O. J. Beaty 
signed T. Grerory Murphy as contracting 
agent for Great Superior Shows week of 
January 23. 

KNEPP DIES—Cloyd Barcley, 59, presi- 
dent Dennert & Knepp Exposition, died 
at Covington, Ky., January 24. Burial in 
Lewistown, Pa. 

RAMISH BUYS INTEREST — Harry 
Ramish, week of January 30, .bought 
half interest in Great Atlantic Shows. 

MSWC INSTALLATION — Missouri 
Show Women’s Club held annual in- 
stallation ceremonies and birthday ban- 
quet in American Hotel, St. Louis, Janu- 
ary 19. 

RAS AT FLA. ORANGE SHOW—Royal 
American Shows, week of January 30, 
did 50 per cent more business than any 
other carnival ever to play Florida 
Orange Festival, Winter Haven. 

LOCKETT JOINS JONES—Announced 
week of January 30 that Ralph G. Lock- 
ett was engaged to take post of assistant 
secretary-treasurer of Johnny J. Jones 
Exposition. 

NEW EASTERN CARNIVAL — William 
J. Giroud, John D. Kilonis and James 
D. Stapleton, week of February 6, an- 
nounced formation of a 16-truck show 
titled New England Shows. 

F-M GETS B CIRCUIT—Fairly-Mar- 
tone Shows, week of January 30, awarded 
North Dakota B Fair Circuit. 

PCSA AUX. PARTY — January 28 a 
large and successful party was given by 
Ladies’ Auxiliary, Pacific Coast Show- 
men’s Association. 

MURRAY RE-ENGAGED — Keystone 
Exposition £hows week of February 6 
announced re-engagement of William C. 
Murray as general agent. 

LYNN DIES—Lou D. Lynn, carnival 
general agent, died in Philadelphia Feb- 
ruary 8. Burial in Philadelphia. 

DODSONS WIN CASE--Jury in Court 
of Appeals, Beaver Falls, Pa., week of 
February 13 awarded Dodson’s World’s 


TTESTING to the sustained popularity of the organized carnival as essential 
to the success of fairs and exhibitions of the North American Continent is the 
1937 report of the International Association of Fairs and Expositions, which 

was issued at its annual meeting recently held in Chicago. 

The association has a membership of 64 fairs and of this number 44 are listed 
in this report. Of that number 33 reported on their carnival increases and de- 
creases. Twenty-nine show an increase in carnival receipts ranging from 1 to 88 
per cent. Four reported a decrease of 2.6, 6, 12 and 25 per cent. Two of these 
encountered fair and two bad weather. However, four of the events that were 
handicapped by poor weather conditions are in the increase brackets, one as high 
as 30 per cent. 

On the whole the report reveals that the carnival percentage increase for 1937 
was 21.2 per cent over 1936. Increase for 1936 over 1935 was 18.1 per cent. 

This report in final lays open the fact that the carnivals in the main had far 
better grosses in 1937 than in 1936, at least for those fairs holding membership 
in the International Association of Fairs and Expositions. 

These fains and exhibitions in the majority were played by the leading railroad 
flat-car carnivals, some by motorized carnivals amd several by independently 
booked carnival attractions. Some that had independent midways made no reports 
on their percentages, either for increase or decrease. 

Taken as a whole this report is a high compliment to the well-organized, 
meritorious and showmanlike-managed carnivals. 


Showmen Were Farseeing 

Following its annual custom of contacting the leaders in the carnival indus- 
try, The Billboard wired them April 2 and queried them as to how the prospects 
loomed at that time for the season of 1937. 

They replied promptly and concretely and gave a cold-blooded analysis of 
the situation as it appeared to them then and as they viewed the future. Many 
assumed a purely personal viewpoint and in no case did they generalize. How- 
ever, the confidence in our government and its ability to maintain an even keel 
predominated the general response, garnished, however, with that eternal optimism 
which is characteristic of the showiman. 

Everyone replying took into cosnideration possible labor upheavals, the money 
market, crop prospects, weather and every angle that showmen must face. It is 
to their credit that they were farseeing and justified in predicting the best season 
in carnival history. They had invested heavily in equipment and were prepared to 
provide better amusements, thus proving their faith in their business. That they 
did not go amiss is now of record as is proved in the results that accrued from the 
tour of 1937 now ended. 

Carnivals in the Limelight 

Motion pictures, the press, radio, magazines and other vhannels of publicity 
during the past season gave recognition to the carnival that has never heretofore 
been accorded the industry. Thru these the people of the North American Con- 
tinent were made carnival conscious on a plane never before achieved. 

Features of the carnival have been picturized on the film and given voice on 
the sound tracks of the film more judiciously in 1937 than at any time in the 
past. Newspaper publicity, magazine illustrations have been plentiful all season, 
aided by the radio in presenting the carnival as being essentially a part of our 
national life. The carnival as a result is now generally recognized as not some- 
thing to be shunned, but an amusement of the masses in which they can par- 
ticipate with all due decorum, to which their children can go unattended with no 
fear of moral eruptions. 

This interest in the carnival bids fair to gain greater momentum for season 
1938 as all are striving to elevate the tone and general makeup and its leaders are 
determined to hold the high favor with which the carnival is rated by pictures, 
press, radio and general public. 


More To Tour in 1938 


Season 1937 saw on tour over 300 organized carnivals scattered thruout the 
continent. Two were added to the flat-car railroad shows but the baggage car and 
motor-transported ones were far in the majority. There will be an increase in the 
number of cars of several of the railroad shows, a number will require more baggage 
cars and in the motorized division hundreds more trucks will be required for 
transportation. At least 20 new titles will be out in 1938. 

Method of transportation now rests with the decision as to the use of baggage 
cars and motor equipment. The usual nondescript method of baggage and motor 
vehicles is leaning to fully motorized organizations. 

The problems of the railroad flat-car shows have been solved. The cars to be 
added for the most part will be for better accommodations of the performers and 
working people. However, one carnival has announced that the size of its train 
will be greatly augmented in all rolling stock units. 

Taken as a whole, the transportation problem is now being better understood 
and handled since the advent of the so-called truck shows. 


The Trend in Amusements 


Tented theaters for 1938 will be more elaborate and meritorious. More capable 
talent will be employed. The rides will be more highly decorated and illuminated. 
Light towers came into great prominence the past season following the leadership 
in this line. They took on various styles in construction and candle power, each 
proving most effective in the general illumination scheme. 

As for the concession amusements the trend is for the elimination of various 
ones that come in the category of “questionable ones.” They will be further en- 
hanced with the return of the strictly merchandise concessions. For the still dates 
more will use free acts and bands than ever before. 

Taken as a whole, the carnival has gone forward. The leaders are determined 
that there will be no receding from the high standard which now prevails in the 


majority. The carnival has been accepted by “His Majesty the Great Americal 
Public.” 


Fair Shows $7,353.25 damages against 


Warren Tank Car Company for attach- 
ment of six flat cars. 

REILLY DIES—John D. Reilly, 61, re- 
tired carnival showman, died February 
5 in General Hospital, Los Angeles. 
Burial in Showmen’s Rest, Evergreen 
Cemetery, that city. 1 

GETTMAN DIES—William O. (Eph), 
59, former carnival caterer and later 
Miami hotel operator, died in Riverside 
Hospital, Miami, February 11. Burial 


in Memorial Park Cemetery. 

WEEKS DIES—George Weeks, 64, Op 
erator of a monkey circus with Conklin’s 
All-Canadian Shows last six seasons, died 
February 6 in Montreal. Burial i 


Goffstown, N. H. 

NEW CARNIVAL—Announcement was 
made week of February 20 that Pilbeam 
& Carpenter’s All-American Shows wer? 
being organized 

MICH. SHOWMEN — Michigan Show 
men's Association, Detroit, held a housé- 
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warming in new headquarters week of 
February 20. 

Cc. & W.’S PRESS AGENT—Jack Wil- 
son, general manager Cetlin & Wilson 
Shows, week of February 20 announced 
that L. C. Miller was appointed press 
agent. 

* VOORHEIS APPOINTED—Ben Voor- 
neis February 18 was appointed special 
agent and press representative of Strates 
shows. 

DIAMOND - IOWA COMBINE—J. W. 
Diamond announced at Muscatine, Ia., 
February 27 that Diamond Midway 
Shows had combined with Iowa United 
shows. 

ECKERT DEATH—John C. (Happy 
Jack), 62, 739-pound trouper, died at 
Flomaton, Ala., March 11. 


SIBLEY WITH GOODMAN—Walter K. 
Sibley in March signed with Max Good- 
man Shows to produce shows. 


W. VA. LICENSE KILLED—House Bill 
No. 47, also known as the Sydenstricker 
Bill, calculated to put a prohibitive 
license on outdoor shows in West Vir- 
ginia, was killed in Senate middle of 
March. 

SOUTHERN - GRADY COMBINE — 
Southern United Shows merged with 
Kellie Grady Shows middle of March. 

WOMEN’S AUX. FORMED—Middle of 
March Women’s Auxiliary of Michigan 
Showmen’s Association was formed in 
dubrooms at Detroit. 

MIDWAY INUNDATED—No. 1 unit of 
West Coast Amusement Company was 
caught in heavy rain March 19 and 20 
at its debut in Alameda, Calif. Lot was 
two and a half feet under water. 

BARKOOT LOSES WIFE—Harrie Bar- 
koot, 64, wife of K. G. Barkoot, manager 
K. G. Barkoot Shows, died at Toledo, O., 
April 1. Burial in that city. 

BIG STATE SOLD—Roy Gray early in 
March disposed of his Big State Shows 
to Paul Williams. 

MICHIGAN SHOWMEN’S PARTY— 
Michigan Showmen’s Association held its 
first social event in form of an Easter 
party March 27 at Detroit Hotel, Detroit. 

MODERN “ARK” OPENS—Something 
new in show business, “Modern Noah’s 
Ark,” built by owners of Pacific Whaling 
Company, opened at New Orleans March 
2% to a crowd estimated at 50,000. 

DORMAN JOINS TINSLEY—George F. 
Dorman joined Tinsley Shows at Green- 
ville, S. C., latter part of March in an 
executive capacity. 

FAIRLY - MARTONE OPEN — Pairly- 
Martone Shows, a new carnival, made 
its initial bow at Texarkana, Tex., March 
27, with temperature hanging around 
385 degrees. 

FINNEY WITH HEALTH UNIT—Ralph 
Finney last week of March joined a 
Social Health Education Unit built by 
federal government. 

SLA THEATRICAL NIGHT — Fourth 
annual spring Theatrical Night benefit 
show of Showmen’s League, held April 
5 at College Inn, Chicago, proved out- 
standing success. 

TINSLEY SHOWS OPEN — Tinsley 
Shows, new carnival, opened its season 
at Greenville, S. C., April 1, managed 
by John T. Tinsley. 

ADDS HOSPITAL UNIT—Max Gruberg 
added a hospital unit to his World’s 
Exposition Shows early in April. 

KORTES JOINS B. & G.—After 17 
days of good business at Tacoma, Wash., 
Kortes Traveling Museum joined Beck- 
mann & Gerety Shows at San Antonio 
early in April. 

C. C. FOLTZ DIES—Charles C. Foltz 
(Blue), carnival editor of The Billboard 
and a trouper for more than 20 years, 
died April 12 at National Military Home, 
Dayton, O. Burial in Terre Haute, Ind. 

GREENE DEATH—Clay M. Greene 
(Clarence Burdick), 59, general agent 
Goodman Wonder Show, died at Raleigh, 
N C., April 18. Burial at Milton, Wis. 

TOFFEL. AMAZON COMBINE — An- 
nounced in Chicago latter part of April 
that Great Amazon Shows combined 
With Johnny Toffel Shows. Title, John- 
hy Toffel Shows. 

LOOS AT LAREDO—At Laredo, Tex., 
April, 17 J. George Loos was awarded 
three-year contract for annual George 
Washington birthday celebration. 

OWENS JOINS GOODING — Eddie 
Owens joined American Expo. Shows 
latter part of April as lot superintendent 
and general utility man. 

SHEESLEY MIDWAY HIT—A young 
tornado and thunderstorm hit Sheesley 
Midway at Knoxville, Tenn., April 22 and 
demolished $4,000 worth of show equip- 
ment. 

PERCY ‘MARTIN RESIGNS — An- 
nounced at Crystal River, Fla., last of 
April that Percy Martin, general agent, 
Tesigned from Sam Lawrence Shows. 

POLLIE DEATH—Henry J. Pollie, 63, 
Was killed in an auto accident near 


Cassopolis, Mich., May 12. Interment at 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 

SPURGEON DEATH—Jewell E. Spur- 
geon, former for 30 years in carnival 
biz as talker, manager and owner of side 
shows and concessions, died in an auto 
accident near Regina, N. M. Burial at 
Albuquerque, N. M. 

MARCUSE WITH JOYLAND —- Lew 
Marcuse severed his connection with Im- 
perial Shows as assistant manager early 
in May and joined Joyland Shows. 


JULIEN DIES — Joseph Julien, 41, 
monkey circus operator, died at Decatur, 
lll., May 21. Burial in Bethlehem, Pa. 


Cc. & W. BLOWDOWN—Cetlin & Wil- 
son Shows week of May 22 were struck 
by windstorm, causing several thousand 
collars’ damage. 

MSA DINNER—Over 200 attended 
Michigan Showmen’s Association testi- 
monial dinner to Lieutenant Lester Pot- 
ter in Detroit May 26. ; 

SLYKER DIES—Dale Slyker, 34, ani- 
mal trainer with carnivals, died in a 
sanitarium in Shreveport, La., June 3. 

VERNON DIES — Robert Vernon, 54, 
cyclist and motordrome rider, died June 
4 at Columbia, Mo. Burial in Kirksville, 


°. 

STORM HITS GOODING—A wind- 
storm at Wheeling, W. Va., week of June 
12 caused $5,000 damage to No. 1 unit 
of F. E. Gooding Shows. 

JOHNSON DIES—William (Dad) John- 
eon, 74, veteran carnival showman, died 
June 14 at Miami.’ Burial in Pleasant- 
ville, N. J. 

HYDE RAISES BARS—Eric B. Hyde 
Shows played a three-week engagement, 
opening June 7, in Louisville, Ky., the 
first carnival in the city limits for three 
years. 

TINSLEY IN CYCLONE—Tinsley Shows 
were struck by a cyclone at Mooresville, 
N. C., middle of June. Four attractions 
were flattened. 

GREAT EASTERN OPEN—Great East- 
ern Shows, new carnival, had their 
initial opening under management of 


Terry Martin and Phil Rocco at Elm-. 


hurst, Tll., June 12. 

ROBERTS LEAVES MARKS — Stanley 
Roberts left Marks Shows as general 
agent middle of June to devote remain- 
der of season to independent promotion. 

BROADWAY SHOWS HIT-—Broedway 
Shows of American were hit by a storm 
of hurricane proportions at Dunbar, 
W. Va., June 14. New colored minstrel 
top, tent of the big horse, marquee and 
several smaller canvas units were demol- 
ished. Loss approximately $2,500. 

LOOP-O-PLANE WEDDING — First 
Loop-o-Plane wedding was performed at 
Richmond, Calif.. June 17 when Roger 
Warren became the husband of Kath- 
erine Boynton. Both appeared with a 
carnival in Richmond at the time and 
were pronounced man and wife while 
suspended upside down in mid-air. 

FOUR DAYS GETTING ON—Hennies 
Bros.’ Shows required four days to get 
on a lot at Waukegan, Ill., third week in 
June due to heavy rains. 

GOODMAN STARTS FAIRS — After 
wettest spring in the memory of old- 
time showmen Goodman Wonder Shows 
opened its fair season at Grand Forks, 
N. D., June 21. 

BACKENSTOE DIES—Lewis B. Black- 
enstoe, 57, circus and carnival showman, 
died June 21 at Columbus, O. Burial in 
Union Cemetery. 

HOSMER DIES—Kent Hosmer, public- 
ity director Beckmann & Gerety Shows, 
was found dead in a hotel at Dearborn, 
Mich., June 23. Burial in Showmen’s 
Rest, Woodlawn Cemetery, Chicago. 

LADIES’ CLUB SEC. DIES—Mrs. Etta 
E. Smith, 53, secretary Ladies’ Auxiliary 
of Heart of America Showmen’s Club, 
died at Omaha June 22. Burial in 
Memorial Park Cemetery, Kansas City. 

LIPES STRICKEN BLIND—Cal Lipes, 
West Coast showman, was stricken blind 
June 20 at Long Beach, Calif. 

BRANDON RECORDS FALL — Royal 
American Shows broke every midway 
record in Brandon (Man.) Exhibition’s 
history of 45 years late June and early 
July. 

DANCER DIES — Mrs. Mildred P. 
Sutherlin, dancer with Fairly-Martone 
Shows, died June 10 at Dubuque, Ia. 
Burial in Calvary Cemetery, Waterloo, Ia. 

PCSA “GIGANTIC” — Pacific Coast 
Showmen’s Association’s Gigantic, held 
June 23 at Mr. and Mrs. Schaller’s In 
‘Town Ranch, Los Angeles, to raise funds 
to add to the organization’s emergency 
sick and relief fund, proved big success. 

DODSON SHOWS’ FIRE—Fire de- 
stroyed the entire canvas, stage props. 
costumes, trunks and lighting effects of 
Artists and Models, posing show on Dod- 
son’s World’s Fair Shows, at Ashtabula, 
O., July 1. 

FIRE RULES HIT TENTS — Under 


rules and regulations adopted by State 
Fire Marshal Department of Alabama 
adopted early in July every .type of 
show under canvas must be inspected 
by the department before a permit will 
be granted to operate in State. At 
least two weeks’ notification is neces- 
sary. 

PERMITS IN FLA.—Three bills regu- 
lating taxation and collection of out- 
door amusement taxes in Florida became 
effective the latter part of June. One 
defines what constitutes a main show 
and a side show; one provides for tax 
collections paid by shows operated in 
conjunction with jncorporated fair asso- 
ciations to revert back to the associa- 
tion, and the other requires amusement 
companies to get permits from the State 
comptroller before being issued a State 
and county license. 

JONES BREAKS RECORDS—All mid- 
way records of Indiana State Pair, first 
week of July, were broken by Johnny 
J. Jones Exposition. Receipts were 33 
per cent above 1936. 

DAVIS UNDER KNIFE—W. H. Davis, 
veteran showman, underwent an opera- 
tion for cancer of the lip at Metropoli- 
tan Hospital, New York, first week of 
July. 

LEE JOINS RUBIN & CHERRY—Frank 
J. Lee joined Rubin & Cherry Exposition 
early in July to handle advance pub- 
licity and advertising. 

COREY DIES— Edgar S. Corey, 54, 
owner of Corey Greater Shows, died at 
Johnstown, Pa., July 14. Burial at Lloyd 
Cemetery, Ebensburg, Pa. 


CURLEY DIES — Jack Curley, 61, _ 


amusement and sports promoter, died 
July 12 at Great Neck, L. I., N. Y. Burial 
in Nassau Knolls, Port Washington, L. I. 

NEALAND JOINS HENNIES — Walter 
D. Nealand on July 14 was appointed 
general press representative of Hennies 
Bros.’ Shows, succeeding Joe 8. Scholibo. 

STORM HITS SHOW—Happy Days 
Shows were struck by a storm at Ashley, 
Tll., July 1€. wrecking three big tops and 
some concessions. 

DODSON SHOWS IN WRECK—An Erie 
Railroad switch engine plowed into 
loaded fiat cars of Dodson’s World's 
Fair Shows at Monessen, Pa., July 25, 
doing damage to show wagons and 
other equipment. 

“DOLLY” LYONS DIES—G. A. (Dolly) 
Lyons, prominent talker with many large 
carnivals, died July 21 at Lakewood, O. 
Burial in Lakewood Park Cemetery. 

TWISTER HITS RAS—Cyclonic winds 
swept Royal American midway July 19 
on Saskatoon (Sask.) Exhibition grounds, 
doing damage estimated at $25,000. 

SALVAIL DIES—A. L. Salvail, 69, vet- 
eran side-show manager, died at Amos, 
Que., Can., July 20. Burial at Nashua, 
N. H. 

LESLEY JOINS BLUE RIBBON—R. H. 
Lesley became general agent of Blue 
Ribbon Shows last week in July. 

HASC DRIVE — Heart of America 
Showmen’s Club last week in July 
started a drive for funds for its new 
monument in Memorial Park Cemetery, 
Kansas City. 

OUTSMARTS STRIKERS—Max Linder- 
man outsmarted striking truck drivers 
at Ogdensburg, N. Y., July 31 when he 
moved his empty 35-car show train a 
total of 70 miles to bring it next door 
to the midway of the World of Mirth 
Shows. 

WADDELL JOINS MILLER—Doc Wad- 
dell joined Miller Bros.’ Shows as chap- 
lain and publicity director first week in 
August. 

B-G BENEFIT— Annual Showmen’s 
League benefit sponsored by Beckmann 
& Gerety Shows was held at Rockford, 
Tll., August 4 in Gay Paree tent theater, 
realizing $931. 

MYERS DIES—Fred S. (Happy) Myers, 
36, owner of Pantazma Show, girl revue 
with Goodman Wonder Show, died at 
Chicago August 6. Burial at Ocacia 
Cemetery. 

STORM HITS C-W—A hurricane hit 
Cetlin & Wilson Shows at Huntingdon, 
Pa., August 12 and did heavy damage. 

BUYS THURSTON MUSEUM — Lee 
Sloan, owner Sloan’s Showeteria, pur- 
chased Harry Thurston’s museum in 
Chicago and reopened the spot August 9 
as the Nickelodeon. 

SCANLON DIES—Claire Ballard Scan- 
lon, 64, veteran showman, better known 
as “Doc,” died at Springfield, Ml., Au- 
gust 17. Burial in Showmen’s Rest, 
Woodlawn Cemetery, Chicago. 

BRUMLEVE DIES — Bob Brumleve, 
formerly with Driver Tent and Awning 
Company, but for last several years a 
concessioner, died August 16 at Veter- 
ans’ Hospital, Newington, Conn. Burial 
in Louisville, Ky. . 

LEWIS SHOWS IN STORM—Art Lewis 
Shows were caught in a terrible storm 


at Valley Field, Que., August 20, doing 
damage to canvas and stock. 

WIND WRECKS RIGGING —A freak 
wind demolished rigging of Ethel Gar- 
land, aerialist, with Brown Novelty 
Shows, at Tifton, Ga., August 16. 

LEWIS’ SECOND UNIT—Art Lewis’ 
second unit, under direction of William 
Gorman, made its debut August 14 at 
Mechanicsville, N. Y. 

OSSIFIED BOY DIES—Roy Bard, 53, 
known as the Ossified Boy, was killed in 
an auto accident near Milaca, Minn., 
August 9. Burial in PCSA plot in Los 
Angeles. 

PCSA FLOOR SHOW — Over 300 at- 
tended The Last Rose of Summer, floor 
show, fourth week in August by Pacific 
Coast Showmen’s Association. 


HODGE EMPLOYEES INJURED—Lon 
Hopkins and Madeline Marvin, em- 
Ployees of Al G. Hodge Shows, were 
injured on carnival grounds fourth week 
in August when struck by automobiles. 

SPENCER & CLARK REMOVES GATE 
—C. C. Clark, of Spencer & Clark Shows, 
fourth week in August announced show 
would remain on road and pay gate 
would be removed. 


ALTOONA LETS BARS DOWN—Dod- 
son Shows, fourth week in August, were 
first carnival to play Altoona, Pa., since 
1931, staying over three days due to rain. 

CETLIN & WILSON BLOWDOWN— 
Blowdown at Bedford, Pa., on September 
4, fourth of season for Cetlin & Wilson, 
caused $5,000 damage. 

BEASLEY DIES — Charles Valentine 
Beasley, former carnival owner, manager, 
general and special agent and conces- 
sioner, died in Jessup, Ga., September 4. 

POWELL DEATH —Frank E. Powell, 
former operator of a trained animal side 
show, died in Waterloo, Ia., August 29. 

BLUE RIBBON SLA BENEPIT—B2enefit 
for Showmen’s League of America Ceme- 
tery Fund staged by Blue Ribbon Shows 


first week In September at Goshen, Ind., 


realized $275. 

WESTERN STATES HASC BENEFIT— 
First week in September Western States 
Shows staged benefit at Pueblo, Colo., 
for Heart of America Showmen’s Club 
Monument FPund and raised $201. 


GRUBERG LOSZS LAUREL FIGHT— 
Federal Court, Gulfport, Miss., week of 
September 11 denied Max Gruberg and 
World Exposition Shows injunction to 
force Mississippi State Fair and city of 
Laurel, Miss., to contract World Expo- 
sition Shows and not Hennies Bros.” 
Shows to appear on midway Septem- 
ber 20. 


DAVIS DEATH—J. J. Davis, 58, con- 
ductor of wholesale novelty company in 
San Francisco and well known to out- 
door showmen, died August 23 in Ft. 
Miley Hospital, San Francisco. 

JONES BREAKS RECORD—Al! mid- 
Way gross records for one day in the 
history of Indiana State Pair were 
smashed by Johnny J. Jones Exposition 
Labor Day, when increase was 20 per 
cent over the Jones 1936 take. 

PCSA SHOW BIG—Show Within 4 
Show, staged September 3 on midway of 
Hilderbrand’s United Shows in Yakima, 
Wash., was a social and financial suc- 
cess. Event was given for the benefit 
of the Sick and Relief Fund of the 
Pacific Coast Showmen’s Association. 

HALLOCK LEAVES MILLER — Bob 
Hallock, general agent Miller Bros.’ 
Shows for six years, resigned Septem- 
ber 17. 

HENNIES SLA SHOW—Hennies Bros.’ 
Shows staged a special midnight show 
for Cemetery Fund of Showmen’s League 
of America September 16 at Michigan 
State Fair, realizing $1,702.70. 

JUMP KANSAS 21 PER CENT—Beck- 
mann & Gerety played Kansas Free Fair 
week of September 18 to 21 per cent 
increase over 1936’s record breaker, de- 
spite infantile paralysis scare. 

KLINE LOSES ARM—Robert R. Kline, 
general agent Marks Shows, lost his left 
arm in auto accident near Hillsboro, 
N. C., week of September 25. 

PCSA HOST—Pacific Coast Showmen’s 
Association played host to 125 members 
of Cole Bros.’ Circus September 20 at 
buffet supper and five-act floor show in 
clubrooms, Los Angeles: 

HAPPYLAND BENEFIT SUCCESS— 
More than 300 persons attended Happy- 
land Shows’ first annual benefit floor 
show and banquet for Cemetery Pund of 
the Showmen’s League of America at 
Saginaw, Mich., September 14. 

CLARK INTEREST TO SPENCER— 
Cc. D. Clark sold his interest in the 

(See EVENTS on page 97) 
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To All 
FRIENDS 


and 


CUSTOMERS 


We hope 1937 has been your Biggest and 
Best. One thing you can do to belp make 
your 1938 season Bigger and Better is to use 
BIG ELI Products. They are built for 
Performance. They make Money because 
they SAVE Money. 


ELI BRIDGE COMPANY 
BIG EL! Wheels—EL! Power Units— 
BIG EL! Semi-Trailers, 
JACKSONVILLE, ILL. 


WHEELS 
Park Special 


30 in. in diam- 
eter. Beautifully 
painted. We om 


a 
we 
fie 
Ss 
_ 
a 
a 
eS 
| 
Speoia = 
$12.75 . 
BINGO GAME § 


75-Player, 
plete, $5.25. 
Including tall ef 
1987 Oatalogue, ful 
new Games, Dells, Blankets, Lamps, , *. 
inum Ware, Candy, Pillow ‘Tops, eer 
Paper Hats, 
Flowers, poceltion 
Bend for Catalog No. 
Heavy Convention walking Canes. 
CANES Dark Mahogany Finwsh, 
orm Per Gross, Bs -00. 


i] 
CK MFG. =| 
Lt] 9245128 w. Lake St., aan Te] 1 


ASTRO FORECASTS 
AND ANALYSES 


All Readings Complete for 1937-1938. 
Single Sheets, 8'2x14, Typewritten. Per M.$5.00 


for our new 


Favors, Confetti, 


Analysis, ae with Blue Cover. Each..... .03 
—— © ?, with White Cover. Each..... 15 
Forecast and Analysis, 9-p., Fancy Covers. Ea. .05 


Samples of the 4 Readings, Four for 25c. 
0. 1, 34-Page, Gold and Silver Covers. Each .30 
Wan Charts, Heavy Paper, Size 28x34. Each 1.00 
Gazing Crystals, Ouija Boards, Planchettes, Etc. 


NEW DREAM BOOK 


720 Pages. 2 Sets Numbers, Clearing and Pol- 
icy. 171200 Dreams. Bound in Heavy Gold 
Paper Covers, Good Quality Paper. Sample. a. 15 
HOW TO WIN AT ANY KIND OF SPECULA- 
os 24-Page Booklet, Beautifully Bound. 
mp 


, 25c. 
PACK ry 79 EGYPTIAN F. T. CARDS. Answers 
All Questions, Lucky Numbers, etc., 
ee FORTUNE CARDS, Fine Set of 30 
rds, 
R A.A, Nate to Your Gogones Under Your 
bel. No checks accepted. ©. O. D., 25% Deposit. 
name or ads do not appear in = merchandise. 


SIMMONS & CO. 


19 West Jackson Bivd., CHICAGO. 
Instant delivery. Send for Wholesale Prices. 


FULL 1938 ASTRO DAILY, HOURLY FORECASTS 
Buddha Papers, 1-4-7 and 35-page Readings, Zodiae 
Display Charts, Horoscopes in 11 styles, Apparatus 
Mind Readers, Menta! Magic, Spirit Effects, 
Mitt Camps, Books, Graphology Charts. 
New 140-Page CATALOGUE now off the press. 
pest comprehensive line of Apparatus and Supplies 
the World. Catalogue, 30c. None free. 
NELSON ENTERPRISES 
4898 &. Third Street, , Columbus, 0. 


HUBERT’S MUSEUM + 


228 W. 42d Street, NEW YORK CITY. 
Open All Year Round. 
Want Freaks and Novelty Acts of merit 
at all times. 
SCHORK G SCHAFFER. 


J. J. COLLEY’S SHOWS 
EXTEND SEASON'S GREETINGS 


TO THEIR FRIENDS EVERYWHERE. 
Want for Season of 1938—Legitimate Concessions 
that have nice Flashed Stores. Want Shows with or 
without their own outfits. Have new Pit Show Top. 
Want capable Hula Show People to take charge. 
Mr. Muncell, Crazy House builder, write. Want good 
Whip Foreman, Lot Siperintendent, Electrician that 
understands transformers. Useful people in all lines 
write. Want Sensational ~~ Free Act. Ted Town- 
shed write. Would book topus if in first-class 
shape. Want Show Secretary. Would like to hear 
from Fair Secretaries in Texas with October and 
November dates. We carry 10 Rides, 14 Shows and 
35 Concessions, and Free Acts. Address 
J. J. COLLEY’S SHOWS, Box 647, Hug®, Okla. 


MERRY CHRISTMAS T0 ALL 


Now Booking Rides. Shows, Concessions, 
Circus Performers, Free Acts. Address 


O. J. BACH SHOWS 
BOX 292, ORMOND, FLA. 
Opening April New York State. 


TELL THE ADVERTISER IN THE 
BILLBOARD WHERE Y9U GOT 
HIS ADDRESS. 


Midway Contab 


By THE 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Just that, and all of that sincerely. 


YESTERDAY was 1937 and today it is 
1938. My, how time flies. 


LEO M. BISTANY.— What are your 
future plans for the Orange State Shows? 


HAVE YOU found out where you are 
wintering yet? 


WHERE ARE THEY: James T. Clyde, 
J. A. Darnaby and F. W. Wadsworth? 


Cc. R. (JERRY) THORNE! What be- 
came of the World’s Fair Oddities? What 
carnival do you go with? 


MECHANICSVILLE, N. Y.—Plan to 
enter the carnival business—JAMES 
SEXTON. 


ANOTHER resolution: “We will posi- 
tively join one of the several showmen’s 
organizations.” 


RESOLUTIONS may be made to be 
broken, but they never should be—Red 
Onion. 


SAVANNAH, Ga.— With the Mighty 
Sheesley Midway. Spent Christmas week 
here-—WARD (DAD) DUNBAR. 


SAMUEL GLUSKIN, special agent 
Royal American Shows, with which 
he has been associated for many 
years. 


ATLANTA—Dr. W. B. Davis, the official 
physician for the Rubin & Cherry Ex- 
position, is in the city for the holidays. 


‘AUSTIN, Tex—Mother Webster is not 
connected with the Cavalcade of 
Wonders.—LOU LOUETTE. 


SARASOTA, Fla.—Mrs. Charles C. Foltz 
| ay is in this city for a winter vaca- 
tion. 


A man can not stay on top if he keeps 
looking down at the bottom.—tLeon Hewitt. 


AUGUSTA, Ga. — Wintering here. 
Bought two rides and am going to take 
out my own show coming season.— 
JACK SMITH. 


CORPUS CHRISTI, Tex. — Wintering 
here at a camp. Subscribed to The Bill- 
board thru the agent on the Greater 
United Shows.—MAPLE WILLIAMS. 


NEW YORK—C. J. Franco, advance 
agent De Luxe Shows of America, is at 
his home in the Bronx boro for the 


holidays. 
CANTON, O—At home here for the 
winter. Booked ice cream concession 


with Clint & Clark Shows for coming 
season.—_ ROSA B. WERTMAN. 


JAMES E. STRATES gave his son, 
“Brother” Jr., a pony named Duke, re- 
cently. That makes “Brother” a horse- 
man and he is very proud of his charger. 


RALPH R. MILLER, general manager; 
Bryan Gil, general agent, and Harry L. 
Small, business manager, is the way the 
staff lines up for the Miller Amusements. 


MIXER 


HERE IS a good one: “We of show 
business will try to do the best we can 
for and by the public, as it is from the 
public we make our living.” 


KEEP YOUR EYE on the Western 
State Shows, of which Jack Ruback is 
general manager. He is stepping out 
strong for 1938. 


RICHMOND.—John H. Marks, general 
manager of the shows bearing his name, 
is a visitor in this city relative to busi- 
ness at the shows’ quarters 


DUCK HILL, Miss.—Robert Hughey, of 
Hughey Bros.’ Shows, in his tours “some- 
where,” was a recent visitor in this com- 
munity. 


SALEM, Ill.—Anyone knowing the 
whereabouts of C. R. LaMont should 
notify him that his uncle, Carter 
LaMont, has had a stroke and is con- 
fined to his home-—MRS. G. LaMONT. 


ST. MARTINVILLE, La.—Sending a 
leaf to The Billboard which was taken 
from the famous Evangeline Oak tree 
here—E. L. BLYSTONE, Bly, the rice 
writer. 


WAYNESBORO, Ga.—Visited James H. 
Drew Jr. and Harvey Drew here. They 
spend most of their time in Augusta, 
Ga., but will be leaving soon for Florida. 
ROY HARPER. 


EL DORADO, Ark.—Mrs. Waters and 
myself closed the season with Snapp 


DAVE LACHMAN, general agent 
State Fair Shows, a Western rail- 
road carnival which is under the 
management of the well-known and 


popular Mel H. 
————————_ nee 


Shows in New Iberia, La. Will spend the 
winter at home in Danville, Il—J. A. 
WATERS. 


Vaught. 


The Lowes Lose All 
In Trailer Fire 


ORLANDO, Fla.—Hugh Lowe was re- 
cently released from the Baptist Memo- 
rial Hospital, Memphis, following seven 
weeks’ confinement after a serious brain 
operation. He is recovering nicely, how- 
ever. Under - doctor’s instructions, it 
will be necessary for him to remain in 
Florida for the winter. 


While en route here, just before reach- 
ing Meridian, Miss., a wheel of the trail- 
er came off. He went into Meridian to 
get parts and when he returned to the 
trailer spot it was in ashes, all clothing 
and savings in bags having been de- 
stroyea. This left him with only $10 to 
make the trip to Orlando. At the scene 
of the disaster no officers could be found 
and no car of any kind was around the 
Place. It is believed that the trailer was 
robbed and set on fire. We have written 
officials in Mississippi asking for an in- 
vestigation. Hugh Lowe has been ad- 
juster for many shows during the past. 
We are now without proper clothing and 
money.—MR. AND MRS. HUGH LOWE. 


Photos of Family 
Groups Wanted! 


The Billboard plans to use photos 
of families that are in the carnival 
business during 1938. If there is only 
you and your wife in the family have 
a photo taken and send it in. If 
there are children, get them all in 
the picture, even to babies in arms. 
Give names and ages of the children 
by all means. 

Then again, groups of showfolk in 
winter quarters can be used. In these 
photos give names and what they do. 

The photo must be a clear one. 
For an example, see the group of the 
John F. Reid family on the first 
carnival page this issue, 


PITTSBURGH—Framing a new cook- 
house and booked with Clint & Clark 
Shows for coming season. Mrs. Harris 
will have pop corn and peanut conces- 
sion—DAVE HARRIS. 


ST. LOUIS.—May there be many Hap- 
py New Years to all in the business and 
may the slogan be “On to Chicago and 
make merry for 1938."—-ELMER BROWN, 
general representative Dee Lang Shows. 


MOBILE, Ala.— Dad Crawford closed 
his minstrel show here. Has six weeks 
of night club bookings. Booked with 
Wallace Bros.’ Shows for coming sea- 
s0n.— JIM HADEN. 


Gaylord White Will Rest a While 
On His Father’s Farm in’ S. D. 


NEW YORK.—A few lines before I 
leave here for the Middle West to thank 
The Billboard for its splendid co-opera- 
tion thruout a long season. It has been 
kind to me personally and to the World 
of Mirth Shows in general. Since the 
close of the season I have been in this 
city at work for Max Linderman on 4 
booklet review of the season and a cal- 
endar. Have made no deal for the com- 

season. In fact, am seriously con- 
sidering leaving the business for good 
and to go with my father on his farm 
in South Dakota. Perhaps, however, 
habits formed during 14 seasons. of 
trouping will make retirement from the 
road impossible. At any rate I am going 
to try it again on the farm. 

My association with Max Linderman 
has probably been the most pleasant of 
all that I have had on the road. We 
have always gotten along together, and 
beyond the usual business relationship 
we have been good friends. Max is still 
holding the position of press agent open 
for me should I change my mind about 
the farm life. 

Plan to visit relatives at Perry, Ia., and 
then to my home in South Dakota. Will 
write occasionally regarding the pigs and 
chicks.—GAYLORD WHITE. 


Please observe that pent houses are always 
on the roofs of buildings and never in the 
cellars.—-Soapy Clue. 


VINTA, Okla.—Closed a very success- 
ful season with Mr. and Mrs. W. §&. 
Neal’s Yellowstone Shows on Athletic 
Arena. Have photo machine here for the 
winter—MR. AND PLES- 
TINA. 


EUFAULA, Ala. — After leaving the 
Sickle Amusement Company, Mr. 
Mrs. A. S. Brewer and myself made 4 
trip thru Florida and will be at Albany, 
Ga., until after the holidays. — H. 
STEWART. 


ST. LOUIS—Abie Stark, formerly with 
Dodson’s Shows, was very sick in the 
Veterans’ Hospital here but is now back 
home in bed. He had a very close call, 
but the doctors say he will be all right 
soon.—MRS. ABIE STARK. 


MOBILE, Ala.—E. B. Mottie closed -with 
Dixie Exposition Shows here. Accom- 
panied by Alfred Mittaker and the 
writer he will go to his camp at Gib- 
sonton, Fla., to remain for the balance 
of the winter—-RALPH H. BLISS. 


SPRINGFIELD, Mo.—Fred and Betty 
Leonard and Leon and Bobby Snyder 
presented eight acts, ponies, dogs, 
monkeys and comedy numbers, in Heer’s 
department store here during the Christ- 
mas holidays—-MRS. BETTY LEONARD. 


CHICAGO—Am not in the employment 
business, but nine major carnival man- 
agers have asked me if I know of any 
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seems to be a shortage of both.—F. J. 
BLIGH. 


FOR THE RECORD: The Heart of 
America Showmen’s Club and its Ladies’ 
Auxiliary, Kansas City, Mo., was founded 
January 4, 1920. The Pacific Coast Show- 
men's Association, Los Angeles, was Or- 
ganized in 1922. 


McALLEN, Tex.—Had a season 
with concessions on the W. A. Gibbs 
Shows and closed with them. Made some 
East Texas fairs with Bill H. Hames 
Shows, which played the midwinter fair 
at Harlingen, Tex—FPRED E. WHARTON. 


CHRISTMAS is over, but taking care 
of and remembering the ill, injured and 
those behind locked doors must and 
will still go on. Real men never shirk 
this obligation and the good work will 
be continued as in the past. 


PORTSMOUTH, O.—Home here after 
a trip to New York, where I bought new 
wardrobe and neon lights for my sex 
show. Was all season with J. FP. Sparks 
Shows and it was very good. Kokono 
will handle the front as per usual.— 
LEO LEOLA. 


IF YOU WRITE POETRY: 
member that inanimate things like 
rocks, Ferris wheels and trees cannot 
perform the same functions as human 
beings can. Also make a resolution for 
1938 that you will write less and better 
poetry than you did in 1937. 


Please re- 


MEMPHIS—Alonzo Carrefo, husband 
of Fatima Carrefo, is in the Memphis 
Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Hospital. Is 


siderable to whatever success I may have 
enjoyed in life to my uncle, as he made 


some of my opportunities possible. Will 
miss his advice immensely. — F. E. 
GOODING. 


SAVANNAH, Ga.—R. E. Robertson, last 
season general agent Joe Stoneman’s 
Playland Shows, is now connected with 
the promotional staff of the Sagwaw In- 
dian Medicine Company, now playing 
here under my management.—-DR. J. M. 
WALLACE. 


MONTGOMERY, Ala.—Was staff waiter 
on the Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus for 
many years. Wish to thank the secre- 
tary, Sammy Smith, and Herman Bostch, 
of the Royal American Shows, for the 
favor they did me—MADISON HOL- 
STON. 


TAMPA—Had a successful season with 
the Johnny J. Jones Exposition. It is a 
great pleasure to fish in the Gulf of 
Mexico. Producing is easy when one 
keeps up with the latest music and does 
not slow up the performances by using 
old worn-out bits and stage business.— 
GEORGE AND HELEN BALDWIN. 


MINNEAPOLIS — Contracted with 
Strates Shows for all my concessions. 
Visiting my sister for the holidays. Put 
flowers on the grave of my dearly be- 
loved wife, who has been dead for five 
years. After the holidays I will play 
some indoor events until the outdoor 
season opens.—JOHN GORDON. 


MINIATURE WORLD’S FAIR: How 
about some miniature world’s fairs over 
the country this year to relieve the long- 


CLINT ROBERTS AND C. D. CLARK, who recently formed a partnership 
and launched the Clint & Clark United Shows, which will take to the road the 


coming season. Both have had long years’ experience in the business of pro- 
viding outdoor amusements. 


suffering from an operation on one eye. 
He was in an accident and after two 
months lost the other eye and is now 
totally blind—FATIMA CARREFO. 


When It Is Time To Close 
The Merry-Go-Round Season 


GEORGE H. CRAMER, of the Spillman 
Engineering Corporation, tells this one: 
“One time, "way back there, I operated @ 
Merry-Go-Round and did well for a long 
time by playing in the proper season 
and in the right territory. However, 
once I made the mistake of trying to 
8tay out too long, and found myself and 
machine in South Carolina about winter- 
time. It was very cold in a certain town 
and we were not doing any business. A 
colored man came on the lot and I asked 
why we were not doing any business in 
riding his kind of folk on the Merry-Go- 
Round, as plenty of people came on the 
lot. To this question this old fellow 
Teplied, ‘Well, I will tell you, boss! Look 
over there at the smoke coming out of 
those chimneys. That is the reason you 
are not doing any business, boss. When 
you white folk with Merry-Go-Rounds 
See smoke coming out of chimneys you 
had better go home, for when smoke 
comes out of chimneys then the Merry- 
Go-Round season am surely over.’ ” 

Cramer told this to Red Onion, and 
said he never after that tried to operate 
& Merry-Go-Round in any part of — 

country when smoke was coming out 
chimneys. 


COLUMBUS, O.--My uncle, J. E. Good- 
ing, passed away recently. I owe con- 


drawn-out titles used in the past by 
some promoters. We may be wrong but 
we think that Joseph R. Rowan is the 
man who first used the title “Miniature 
World’s Pair.” 


CAMDEN, Ark.—Have been running an 
apple market here since closing the 
season with Ed Groves Shows. Our pet 
bulldog, Babe, known to a great many 
show people, died of Bright’s disease 
December 16. This canine was a great 
pal and friend and will be greatly 
missed.—AL AND FAY FROHMUTH. 


HQUSTON, Tex.—We are trying to 


locate Jack Bel-Mar, formerly with Ira | 


Burdick’s All-Texas Shows. His wife is 
seriously ill here and is being taken 
care of by friends. Hope if anyone 
knows where he is that they will com- 
municate with us—BOB AND HELEN 
HODGE. 


SAN ANTONIO—While Mrs. Harris and 
myself were visiting Mr. and Mrs. John 
W. Haskel here we received word that 
Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Cochran had met with 
a@ very bad automobile accident. They 
were reported to be in the Parish Hos- 
pital, Jennings, La., with broken ribs and 
collar bones and will have to remain 
there six weeks. We left at once to be 
with them.—GEORGE H. HARRIS. 

PATTERSON, Mo.—Spent a pleasant 
season in °37 with W. S. Curl Shows. 
Now on the road with my magic 
show, A Night in Wonderland, playing 
thru Southeast Missouri and Arkansas. 
Clarence Auskings, general agent, past 
season with Vanderberg Bros.’ Circus, is 
handling my bookings. Auskings was 


formerly agent for Harley Sadler, Great 
Nicola and Hunt Bros.’ Circus. Have 
bookings ip Arkansas after the new 
year.—L. E. (ROBA) COLLINS. 


EVANS 


Lb git MAKERS 


your Concession the LIVE SPOT! 
Rely” ps EVANS’ 45 Years’ Experience 
for Latest and oe Best Amuse- 
ment Equip- nt. 


Walter B. Fox Illuminates 


The Horizon Brilliantly 


MOBILE, Ala.—Wallace Bros.’ Shows 
rented a post-office box in addition to 
the fairgrounds here for winter quarters. 
Will send The Billboard a photo of the 
post-office box soon. The name of every 
executive and employee of the show is 
on file with the post office and with 
both telegraph companies. There is only 
one way to do business and that is the 
right way. 

Highlights at the Chicago doings were 
the amusing experiences of a general 
agent who was hired one day and fired 
the next, the agent who received five 
offers and accepted none and the “at 
liberty” agent who was offered nothing 
at all. 

A new angle in the restaurant business 
Was seen in a Des Moines, Ia., hotel cof- 
fee shop, where all the waitresses wore 
name plates prominently displayed on 
their uniforms.—WALTER B. FOX. 


PADDLE WHEELS 
OF ALL KINDS $7.50 


Long Range Shooting Gal- 
is aut tea 
pe Everything for the UP 
FREE CATALOG 
H. C. EVANS & CO. 
1522-28 W. Adams St., CHICAGO 


If all in the business are not working after 
January 3, one will have to wonder what 
they are waiting for. There is much to be 
done to make ready for the new season.—Red 
Onion. 


CHARITON, Ia.—With the family we 
will be with Clint & Clark United Shows 
coming season. Theo Meadows will be 
electrician and we booked a number of 
concessions too. Were with C. D. Clark 
last. season and it was very profitable. 


PORTABLE] new 5° SALES SENSATION 


soe"! FROSTEE 
MALTED 


* 
NO PLUMBING 
CONNECTION 


Instantly served— 
a delicious, chilled 
Frosted Malted 
Milk. Simply press 
a button and 
there’s your 
Frosted — a big 
Maited for 5¢ — 
and a 


f ker f Quickly for itself, 
profit maker for you. ic Pays i 
Price $45.00. Frostee Malteds are sweeping 
the country. Write or wire now. 


FROSTED PRODS. EQUIP. CO., Ine. rremmenare = 


NEW YOR = MILK MACHINE. 


OCTOPUS 


“World’s Newest Ride 
Sensation” 


Unequalled For Performance 


LOADS ON ONE cawiTARILER and Profits 
EYERLY AIRCRAFT CORP.,; SALEM, OREGON 
ABNER K. KLINE, Factory Rep. LUSSE BROS., LTD., Blackpool, England, European Suppliers. 


Concession 
TENTS 


Give 
Measurements 
as Indicated 


edi 


LESS EXPENSIVE BABY “Q” 


TO MEET THE DEMAND FOR A LESS EXPENSIVE BABY “QO” WE ARE NOW PREPARED 
TO OFFER A MACHINE HAVING THE SAME DIAMETER AND MECHANICAL CONSTRUC- 
TION, WITH ALL QUICK a bane Ga FEATURES WHICH HAS MADE OUR SUPERIOR 
MODEL BABY > * bp as A PRIME oe ee PRICE $2,500.00 CASH. PARTICULARS 
ON REQUEST. KER’S “Q” TYPE WHEELS AND IMPROVED MECHANICAL SHOOT- 
ING GALLERIES PREADY FOR SPRING DELIVERY. USED 3-ABREAST, $1,000.00 CASH, 
AND OTHER USED RIDES. LET US KNOW YOUR WANTS. “MERRY CHRISTMAS.” 


Cc. W. PARKER AMUSEMENT CO., Leavenworth, Kansas 
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THE NEW 1938 


Coleman 
TRAILER RANGE 


2 UNITS 
PROVIDE 
ALL MODERN 
FEATURES 


It steals the show 
by giving a star 
performance everywhere. Has every mod- 
ern feature that could be wished for. Cook- 
ing top unit only may be installed, and oven 
unit installed later, when desired. Combined, 
they provide the finest kind of gas-cooking 
service for trailers,apartments, cottages,con- 
cessions, lunch stands, commissaries. Built 
to fit popular-size trailer cabinets— 21x24 
x18 inches. Cabinet plans sent on request. 


OTHER INSTANT-GAS APPLIANCES FOR SHOW BUSINESS — 


Other Coleman Stoves, Hot Plates,and Burners are headliners from Broad- 
way to the “sticks”. And Coleman Pressure Mantle Lanterns give power- 
ful, bright light in all kinds of weather—real troupers for the midway. 


Top Stove and 
Oven combined 


FREE 


j= 


The new Coleman installed 
in a trailer cabinet. 


Send for free literature on Coleman Instant-Gas Appli- 
ances or see a Coleman dealer. One is always nearby. 
There are 30,000 in the U.S. and Canada. 


THE COLEMAN LAMP AND STOVE COMPANY 


: BB-548, ichita, Kans.; Chicago, Ill.; Philadelphia, Pa.; 
LANTERN aan Angeles, Callt.; Toronto, Ontario (8548) 
Model 228B : ; 
CABIN 
STOVE 


Model 378A We 


Show business would be lost without 
The Billboard, its best friend—MR. AND 
MRS. THEO MEADOWS. 


HOT SPRINGS, Ark.—My husband, 
James H. Dunlavey, is much improved 
in health. He was ailing for the past 
season. A couple of months ago he was 
placed under the care of Dr. L. Morgan, 
Memphis, and was operated on six weeks 
ago. Acting on the advice of his doctor 
he came here for a rest. We were with 
Sol’s Liberty Shows °37 season.—MR8. 
JAMES H, DUNLAVEY 


WHY WORRY about the fate of the 
New York World’s Fair when you should 
be concerned with your own. Stop flock- 
ing to its offices looking for something 
its officials do not seem ir a position to 
give. When they need you they will send 
for you, a3 they are surely going to need 
showmen before and after this World’s 
Fair gates are opened. You know, 
brothers, it is slated to run two years. 


JANUARY 3 marks the beginning of 
the 1938 season and a lot of work in 
winter quarters. 

The honor to be the first carnival to 
open the season goes to the Art Lewis 
Shows. The place is Eustis, Fla., at the 
fair there. May it be most successful. 
Later on the Royal American Shows will 
Open in the same State, also at a fair: 


ST. JOSEPH, Mo.—After a seven 
months’ vacation in my native Amster- 
dam; Holland, and other European 
capitals, am back with Pete Kortes’ side 
show as mentalist. Been with this or- 
ganization for the past eight years and 
doing splendid, financially. It feels good 
to be back in the dear old United States. 
—DR. BENAVENTE PARDO. 


HOT SPRINGS, Ark.—Enjoying a rest 
here following a good season with Rubin 
& Cherry and closing the season ‘with 
Royal American at Beaumont, Tex. After 
visit to Minneapolis and Des Moines, Ia., 
will then go to Tampa. Booked to open 
coming season with Royal American 
Shows. — MR. AND MRS. RICHIE 
MARASCO. 


ILL, INJURED AND DEAD: When 


sending in data regarding the ill, in- 
jured and dead kindly give complete de- 
tails. Above ‘all state what branch of 
the business they were in and with 
whom last associated. Moral: Join one 
of the showmen’s organizations when 
doing well. It is not fair to expect aid 
in time of distress unless one has also 
aided others. 


Two Victims of Microphone 
Madness. Ah, Nuts! 


TAMPA, Dec. 26.—A visit with that 
dynamic humorist, Starr DeBelle, has 
inspired this contributor to tell of a 
letter written under the spell of the 
new malady, “microphone madness.” 
With loudspeakers blaring to the left, 
with bands playing to the right and 
with the tumult of the midway all 
around, it’s a wonder the poor press 
agent doesn’t literally and completely 
“blow his cork!” 

Here’s the horrible example: 

“My Dear Mr. Jones: 

“This is to inform you that the 
monkey people are coming and we great- 
ly appreciate the fact that they are out 
of the water now. In’ regard to yours of 
the 5th, let me say that we are going to 
bring them all out. Yes, it is true 
that the dance of the fan will be done 
just as Sally would do it, but we haven’t 
any skits or skats. Confidentially, we 
wouldn't want to insult your intelligence 
by telling you that she is half girl and 
half monkey. Now, that girl doesn't re- 
move her clothing to be lewd, her cloth- 
ing would stop up her pores and she’d 
die like an elephant on the bottom of 
that bowl. We certainly appreciate, Mr. 
Jones, your consideration and co-opera- 
tion and ask you to remember that 10 
cents will pay the way. In closing. please 
let me remind you that Fred Beckmann 
and Barney 8S. Gerety were both in 
Hollywood, Calif., to sign Aunt Jemima 
to a contract.” WALTER HALE. 

“PS.: That boy is gurgling in there 
now!” 


HOT SPRINGS, Ark.—This place is the 
mecca for showfolk of the, Middle West. 


A general check-up shows about 450 car- 
nival and circus people as being here. 
Every branch and department is repre- 
sented. Local officials and business men 
are exceedingly cordial. Geographical lo- 
cation, good hotels and the famous 
hot baths seem to be the magnet that 
draws them here—JOE E. SILVER- 
MAN. 


BRAIDWOOD, Ill.—I was formerly 
Mrs. Fred Miller, of the F. W. Miller 
Midway Shows, but am now Mrs. E. O. 
Kelsey. My husband, Edward Kelsey, 
has tuberculosis and one lung is en- 
tirely gone. We had concessions on the 
Johnny Toffel, Anderson & Srader, 
Bloom's Gold Medal and Barlow's Big 
City shows. We spent all our money in 
doctors’ and hospital bills—MRS. E. O 
KELSEY. 


HIGH POINT, N. C.—Have decided to 
go back to Raleigh, N. C., and take up 
the study of Jaw. Gave it up seven years 
ago to become a carnivalite. It has been 
a very exciting life. Have been with 
nearly all the shows in the East. Past 
year was with Sol’s Liberty Shows and 
must admit that they are a fine lot of 
people, but I am going to be a lawyer.— 
ROHLAND T. SPIVEY. 


N. Y—wWill be in Weldon, 
N. C., for the winter. Strates Shows 
have been awarded several good fair con- 
tracts and they will be announced later. 
C. W. Cracraft, shows’ general agent, is 
doing some mighty good work and I am 
with him 100 per cent at all times. Had 
a fine time at the Chicago convention 
and hope to make many more of them 
with James E. Strates——BEN H. VOOR- 
HEIS. 


JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Plenty of 
show people here. All looking for some- 
thing and a lot of them do not know 
what. Closed a deal for the purchase of 
a Spillman Merry-Go-Round from Leo 
M. Bistany. It will remain in storage 
here until March 15 and will then be 
shipped to Owensboro, Ky., to be ready 
for the opening of my show, the Dixie 
Belle Attractions. Best wishes to the 
entire staff of The Billboard—LOUIS T. 
RILEY. 


JACKSON, Miss—Am connected with 
F. W. Miller’s World's Fair Museum. Been 
out over a month and business has been 
excellent. The lineup of attractions are 
Joe Glendol, sword swallower, Punch and 
Judy and assistant manager: Doc Ward’s 
pinheads; Agnes Smith, rubber-skin girl; 
John Sailor, popeye man; Floyd Fowler, 
frog boy; Skeets Hubard, iron lid man; 
Scotch MacLeans, bagpiper; Benny An- 
derson, leopard-skin man; El Diabolo, 
fire worshiper; Evangeline Ward, men- 
talist; Tex Conroy and Mrs. Conroy, illu- 
sions; Jack Higenbottom and Mike Texas, 
ticket sellers—JOE GLENDOL. 


SAN DIEGO, Calif—The barn is full 
of Imperial Valley hay. The seals are 
eating Tuna fish direct from the boats 
and the baboons are getting their fill 
of fresh vegetables daily. My wife and 
myself are comfortably settled in our 
Gypsie Caravan house trailer purchased 
at the close of the season with Sie- 
brand Bros.’ Piccadilly Circus December 
5. Will spend the 60-day layoff here 
training seals, baboons and some new 
dogs. Mrs. Clark and myself will also 
enjoy the comforts of our new home.— 
H. D, CLARK. 


PONTIAC, Mich.—When Harry Lewis- 
ton’s World Fair Freaks played here the 
location was downtown and attendance 
was good, with the following attractions: 
Carlson Sisters, fat women; Leo Kongee, 
man who tortures himself; Stella Rogan, 
tattoo artist and torture box; Marvin 
Burkhart, anatomical wonder; Leona 
Harris, fire-eater; Click, Bushman; Mrs. 
Jerry Burkhart, snake enchantress; Pro- 
fessor Disco, magician; Madame Zindar, 
mentalist, and in the annex Leo-Leona. 
The ‘troupe entertained the Fisher Body 
Works strikers and the Local 159 of the 
United Auto Workers——ERNEST  L. 
KENT. 


NORTH AUGUSTA, S. C. — Closed 
the season with my concessions and 
went into quarters. All the help 
immediately got busy to make ready for 
indoor dates which opened December 14 
in Columbia, S. C. Eddie Reiter and 
Jack Clifford rushed things in the bingo 
department. The flash for the coming 
season will be on three tables and the 
three shelves high will revolve. Donald 
Sparks went over the trucks and gave 
them a new coat of paint. Fay O. Peters 
is spending the winter in Syracuse, N. Y., 
but will return in the spring. Was with 


the Peerless Exposition and Elane'’s 
Shows last season. Thanks to Joe Cramer 
and John Gecoma, we had a pleasant 
season FLOYD SHEAKS. 


Dave Rose Indorses the Pay 
Gate Midway Fully 


NEW YORK.—During the summer of 
1937, for the most part, I essayed the 
role of a carnival lot tourist and ob- 
server. I visited a great number of them. 
As a result of this touring and observ- 
ing I am convinced beyond a shadow of 
doubt that the carnival pay gate offers 
the means to an end of eliminating both 
the hazards and evils of the business. 
The pay gate assures the wherewithal 
to keep the organization moving. The 
pay gate enables the carnival owner to 
eliminate all questionable concessions. 
It is only the chump and sucker carnival 
manager who caters to the racket. If he 
does he thereby jeopardizes the value of 
his pay gate. The pay gate has been 
the direct cause of hundreds of’ former 
gaff store operators turning into legiti- 
mate merchandise concession operators, 
with highly beneficial results to all con- 
cerned. 

The only ones really hit hard by the 
pay gate are the sticks, opportunity 
men, reach-overs, duckers-in and oh- 
reds and hi-reds. It is fortunate for 
some of these that they are enabled now 
to apply their talents on relief rolls. 

With the pay gate fully recognized and 
applied and with legitimate conces- 
sioners seeking legitimate spots only, 
outdoor promoters of events can come 
into their own financially. 

The coming season I will organize a 
small carnival with the full value of 
the pay gate in mind. Will feature 
aerial and platform acts and will have a 
promotion of one sort or another at each 
spot. 

During the Ringling-Barnum Circus 
engagement ih Brooklyn, N. Y., last 
summer I had a job with Ben Williams, 
as he had two units working at the 
same time.—DAVE ROSE. 


BEAUMONT, Tex.—It was indeed un- 
fortunate that our hasty automobile trip 
to the Chicago convention and back to 
Texas did not include the pleasure of 
meeting all members of The Billboard 
staff. We left November 30 and missed 
much of the convention. Elmer C. 
Velare and Carl J. Sedimayr said they 
would act as “press agents for press 
agents” and inform The Billboard of my 
connection with the Royal American 
Shows, which announcement appeared 
in the issue of December 11. On behalf 
of Mrs. Gladiola Healy and myself I wish 
to express my appreciation for the ad- 
vance notice and we pledge to give The 
Billboard our heartiest co-operation.— 
FRANCIS F. HEALY. 


HOT SPRINGS, Ark.—Closed the sea- 
son ‘with Snapp’s Shows in New Iberia, 
La., Thanksgiving night. Stopped a few 
days in Parkdale, Ark., with Mrs. Ida 
Reed and enjoyed some of the good 


GEORGE F. DORMAN needs no 
introduction, as he started in the 
business at its very inception and 
has been with it ever since. Has 
owned and managed many carnivals 
during his career and yet he is not 
of the “old school” by any means, 
having always been aggressive and 
progressive. He recently signed as 
office manager for the Royal Exposi- 
tion Shows, which take the road in 
1938 under the management of Bert 
Rosenberger. 
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eats in her cafe. She is a very old and 
dear friend of ours. Then we came here 
for the winter. Past season was our 
fourth season with Bill Snapp and will 
again be with him in ‘38. We do not 
make much money but it is most agree- 
able and pleasant to be with Mr. and 
Mrs. Snapp, as they are grand folk. C.F. 
(Judge) Calkins is another good fellow 
and those who know him will be pleased 
to know that after over a year in the 
Veterans’ Hospital, Alexandria, La., that 
he is decidedly improved in health. He 
is now at his home in Buouston, Tex. 
It will‘do his heart good to hear from 
his friends. Hot Springs is filled with 
— people—TOM AND ANA WIL- 
SON. ‘ 


Dear Béloved Brothers 
By L. C. MILLER 


NEW YORK.—yYou did not have to 
wear whiskers and have a red coat on 
to be Santa Claus. A three-cent stamp 
would have done just as well. Perhaps 
Mother has not heard from you yet, or 
there is someone you know in an insti- 
tution or hospital. Christmas cheer, and 
New Year’s love, is part of life. If you 
have not dropped a letter or card, do it 
now! 

There is one good thing about show- 
men. They can take it on the chin and 
never show the slightest evidence that 
it hurts. 

Recently there was an article written 
about a showman ready to fold up, and 
would have, if the World’s Pairs at 
Chicago, Dallas, San Diego or Cleveland 
had not come along to give that show- 
man some new ideas. 

Outside of new titles there were very 
few things new at any of the exposi- 
tions, that is, anything portable. No 
one could expect a Billy Rose Aquacade 
on @ carnival, but I believe that W. H. 
(Bill) Rice has done a pretty good job 
with a portable water show. It is ad- 
mitted that a few names have been 
used at expositions, such as Ripley and 
Frank Buck. The names alone were a 
draw, even if the shows given were no 
better than some of those given on 
carnivals, like Dick Best on the Royal 
American or T. W. Kelly with Max Lin- 
derman. 

Lew Dufour certainly did not te 
his top money show called “Life” at the 
world’s fair just for that exposition. I 
temember running one on the same 
order years ago called Life Unborn. He 
is just an example of a world’s fair 
showman, but he still must be a carni- 
valite at heart, for that is where his 
ideas originated. Dufour is just one of 
the many other expositionaires gradu- 
ated from the ranks. There were many 
more in Chicago, with angels, to help 
put the fair across. 3, 

We all hope that New York will make 
many improvements on the past exposi- 
tions. All expect it. It has been said, 
nothing ever shown before will be there. 
Personally, I doubt that statement. I 
believe when the whistle blows there 
will be more carnival folk behind the 
gates than ever seen before to help the 
Officials put the fair over. Remember 
Sally Rand. The name sounds familiar. 

Let’s hear from a few of the showmen 
With backbones. They must be able to 
Sy something on the subject. Or is 
everyone willing to let it go? 

Have you sent that card or letter yet 
for the New Year. If not, why not? 


MILWAUKEE, Wis.—Read the review 
of the Showmen’s League annual event 
in Chicago. Also noticed the honor roll 
of shows contributing to the Cemetery 
Fund drive for the past year. The Dod- 
sn’s World’s Fair Shows title was 
omitted. This show contributed the sum 
of $285 which came from the entire per- 
sonnel. Trust The Billboard will publicly 
acknowledge this contribution. — Ray 
Balzer, chairman Cemetery Fund, Dod- 
fon’s Shows. Kindest regards to A. C. 
Hartmann, Claude R. Hillis. and William 
Judkins Hewitt—RAY AND JEWELL 
BALZER. 

Editor’s note: The Showmen’s League 
Program did not list the Dodson’s Shows 
in its honor roll, hence its omission in 
the story, which failure cannot be 
charged to The Billboard. Trust this 
makes it clear to all members of the 
Dodson’s Shows and Ray Balzer. 


CORPUS CHRISTI, Tex.—It is not bad 
here in the wintertime. Many carnival 


People around. Fact of the matter is 
close my eyes many times and imagine 
We are on a carnival lot in season wait- 
ing for the lights to be turned on and 
the midway to open up. Joe Rosen told 


about the big one on the Greater United 
Shows just before the season closed. 
Heard Eddie Clark tell Booby Oberdall, 
of San Antonio, how he almost caught 
the biggest fish in the Gulf of Mexico, 
only the line broke. Secretary Hill of 
Greater United Shows said he was going 
to do nothing but fish and sleep for the 
rest of the winter. He was doing that 
until Mrs. R. Elder, our hostess, said that 
her sister was having a birthday party. 
All were invited to supper and it was a 
grand spread. H. P. Hill sang a happy 
birthday greeting. The cake had 17 can- 
dles on it. Those present were Mrs. R. 
Elderm, Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Hill, C. O. 
Hill, Eddie Clark, Cleo Hill, Bill Bonner, 
Ray Gorden, Walter Dyer, Florence Dyer, 
Rosa Lee Vawn and Rajah Korte— 
JENNIE RIEGEL. 


SAN BERNARDINO, Calif—It was 
quite a bit of information given in Mid- 
way Confab recently regarding the John 
R. Smith Shows. I knew George S. Marr 
very well. He was on Doc Barfield’s 
Shows when I was on there with the 
Aimee Show and he would come around 
and make an opening now and then for 
me. At that time I had trouble with 
my eyes. I have not been east for so 
long I have almost forgotten the old 
bunch, among them was [ke Monk, C. E. 
Barfield, J. Frank Hatch, Doc Long, 
Deacon Delmore, “Top Money” Shea and 
Harry Reynolds, I came west along about 
1915. I used to live in Muncie, Ind., and 
I see my old friend, Charlie Murray, of 
the talkies, every now and then in Los 
Angeles. We most always have a panning 
bee about Muncie. He goes back there 
once a year. This. reminds me of an 
article I saw in a paper published there 
that the city council had elected Charlie 
mayor of “Middletown.” Middletown is 
the square around the courthouse. Now 
if they would elect Herbert Maddy, Kid 
Beason and myself as councilmen “Mid- 
dletown” would be just right—DOC 


GAINESVILLE, Fla.—Closed the season 
with the Mighty Sheesley Midway in 
Savannah, Ga., and came to Florida to 
play still with Dinty Moore’s Auto 
Skooter ride, but I found it nearly im- 
possible to play in this State. State and 
county licenses in towns of 5,000 is $75 
@ day, which is prohibitive. Heretofore 
it was $7.75 per year. This is some 
change the last Legislature made. I got 
by here for 10 days, but the comptroller 
at Tallahassee tells me from here on, if 
we move, the ride will be licensed ac- 
cording to the law passed by the Legis- 
lature. A ride can not be played even 
under auspices without paying the stip- 
ulated fee. Guess everyone that went 
to the meetings in Chicago had a won- 
derful time. Sorry I could not be there. 
W. O. Gordon and wife, who are here 
with Mrs. May and myself, learned 
something about electric current in St. 
Augustine recently. Applied for a 37%- 
kw. transformer. The Florida Power 
and Light Company set the rate, they 
told me, at a sliding scale of from 9 
cents down to 3 cents. I thought that 
fine, but when we went to pay the bill 
they showed me a ruling from Tallahas- 
see four times the connected load per 
day, which was four times 37% for 11 
days, total $144.65. Some: bill. Regards 


Season 1938 


HOLIDAY GREETINGS 


—FROM— 


MARKS SHOWS, 1. 


MILE LONG PLEASURE TRAIL 


Season 1938 


ANTED—Shows of Merit. 


Show-Owned Rides. 
Must be strictly legitimate. 


NOW BOOKING 


SHOWS — RIDES — CONCESSIONS 


Will furnish complete outfits to showmen 
of ability who really have new and novel ideas that comply to the 
standards set by our show during the past years. Will entertain propo- 
sitions for Rides not already on our midway. 
Those who drive semi-trailers given preference. 
ALL CONCESSIONS open, except Cookhouse, Custard and 


Can place Help for our 
Corn Game, 


WE HAVE 


complete ready to hook in. GIRL 


cellent condition. 


plete except for top. 


ON ACCOUNT OF REBUILDING 
OUR COMPLETE SHOW 


One Transformer Wagon, mounted on Brockway 2-Ton Truck, 18-ft. 
body: equipped with 3 50-KW Transformers, Switches, etc.; everything 


MINSTREL SHOW FRONT, 64-ft. panel; like new. 
One 8-Car LINDY LOOP; perfect condition. WILD WEST SHOW, com- 
Front, Seats, Stringers, etc., in excellent con- 
dition. One FORDSON TRACTOR, good condition. 


FOR SALE 


SHOW FRONT, 64-Ft. Panel; ex- 


FREE 


WANTED! 


Now ready to book Outstanding Acts for the entire season. 


ACTS 


Address All Replies to 
JOHN H. MARKS, Gen. Mgr., Marks Shows, Inc., P.O. Box 771, Richmond, Va. 


to A. C. Hartmann and Claude R. Ellis.— 
E. CLAY MAY. 


AUBURN, Ala.—Closed the season with 
Bantly’s Shows in Laurens, 8S. C. Nephew, 
Bill Chris Pless, is spending his senior 
year here at the V.)P. I. Wife, Jessie, 
and myself, are just eight miles from 
Opelika, where the Smith Greater Shows 
Played several good weeks on the streets 


there. It was in Opelika that I first met 


the late W. H. Swanson with his Red 
Dome show and shook hands there for 
the first time with the colorful John H. 
Berger. All four of the Alabama papers 
we take carried front-page stories of the 
death of Dexter Fellows and commented 
editorially on him, his life and his A-1 
standing with members of the Fourth 
Estate. May spend a few weeks soon in 
Norfolk, Va. Many carnivals have 
spawned in that neck of the woods in 


Abner K. Kline New HASC Pres.; 
Monument Dedicated Impressively 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 27.—Eigh- 
teenth annual convention of members 
of the Heart of America Showmen's Club 
got under way with a bang at the Reid 
Hotel Saturday with newly elected presi- 
dent, Abner R. Kline, greeting several 
hundred from the circus, carnival, 
amusement park, vaudeville and theater 
amusement fields. 


Kline was elected Thursday (23) night. 
He is general sales representative for the 
Eyerly Aircraft Corporation. The new 
wice-president, W. L. Miller, is head of 
the Baker-Lockwood Company here. 
Second vice-president is Art Brainerd, 
and Tony Martone, carnival man, went 
in as third vice-president. G. C. McGin- 
nis and Harry Altshuler were re-elected 
secretary and treasurer, respectively. 

Kline succeeded Jack Ruback, who 
held the presidency for one year. 

A new monument purchased by club 
members was unveiled and dedicated at 
Memorial Park Cemetery yesterday with 
the Rev. J. F. Rodabaugh officiating. 
More than 200 members attended serv- 
ices, which honored deceased showmen. 
Cost of the memorial was $2,500. 


New Year Party 

The convention will continue all this 
week, ending in a rousing climax New 
Year’s eve at the Hotel President with a 
banquet and dance. Harry Duncan wilt 
serve as emsee for the eighth consecu- 
tive year. Duncan, former manager of 
Fairyland Park here, has arranged a 
snappy program which will include 
music by Harry Kaufman’s Orchestra 
and a floor show of top-notch profes- 
sional entertainment. 

The Ladies’ Auxiliary also is aiding 
with the banquet. Both the Journal-Post 
and Star are giving the convention week 
activities good publicity. 

A record crowd is assured for the New 
Year’s eve celebration. Notables will in- 
clude Mayor Bryce B. Smith. The mayor 
is a baking company official and always 
has been friendly toward the club, and 
HASC members promise to show him a 
good time. 

The entire lith and 12th floors of 
the hotel have been reserved, accord- 
ing to Secretary McGinnis, and much 


business is expected to be transacted be- | 


fore the convention is concluded. 


the past. Season was not up to expec- 
tations due largely to the behavior of 
old “King Cotton.” Sorry to have 
missed the roll call at Chicago. Best 
wishes to the entire staff of The Bill- 
board—CHRIS M. SMITH. 


Missouri Show 
| Women’s Club 


ST. LOUIS, Dec. 25. — Inclement 
weather kept several members from at- 
tending the meeting of Decembr 16, 
which was held in the Mezzanine Tea- 
room of the American Hotel. Evening 
was spent playing cards. Table prizes 
were won by Millicept Navarro, Nell 
Allen, Grace Goss and Irene Burke. 
Arrangements were made for the annual 
Christmas donations. Members are tak- 
ing turns visiting with Helen Feldman, 
‘who ts seriously ill in the Missouri Bap- 
tist Hospital. Among the absentees was 
Mary Francis, who had gone to Decatur, 
Ill., to spend the holidays with relatives. 
Reported by Kathleen Riebe. 


INDIANAPOLIS, Ind., Dec. 25.—Mrs. 
Lydia Denham, formerly side-show owner 
with the Gooding Greater Shows, slipped 
on ice recently and broke her right arm. 
She is de'ng well, but will have to rest 
for several weeks. 


WANT MORE REVENUE 
for 
YOUR ORGANIZATION? 
Read 
“BINGO BUSINESS” 

A Column About Bingo in the 
WHOLESALE MERCHANDISE 
Department 
THIS WEEK and EVERY WEEK 
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News and Gossip 
(As Reported by Representatives for the Shows) 


Wallace Bros. 


MOBILE, Ala., Dec. 25.—The writer re- 
cently returned here from a three weeks’ 
trip during which he traveled nearly 
3,000 miles in seven States and encoun- 
tered everything from below zero weath- 
er in Des Moines to summer temperature 
at Memphis. Winter unit, which had 
been in operation on Mobile lots for 30 
days, closed last Saturday and equip- 
ment was taken to quarters. The winter 
tour was not successful due to extremely 
bad weather. Leona-Lee will work school- 
houses and auditoriums balance of win- 
ter. Jack L. Oliver has charge of book- 
ing the attraction. Mr. and Mrs. Ernest 
E. Farrow and Ernest Farrow Jr. de- 
parted during the week for Wilmington, 
N. C., where they will spend some days 
with Farrow’s relatives. Junior Tillotson 
arrived from New Orleans to visit his 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. M. F. Tillotson. 
William Wallace is expected from Kansas 
City shortly to rebuild the management- 
owned cookhouse which he will operate 
next season. Margaret and Shep Miller, 


Heavyweight cards, black on white. Wood mark- 
ers printed tio sides. No duplicate cards. Put 
up in the following size sets and prices: 

cards, $5.25; 50 cards, $6; 75 cards, ons 50; 
9700 cards, $10; 150 cards, H cards, 
$15; 250 cards, $17.50; 300 cards, 320. Re- 
maining cards sold $5.00 per 100. 


Set of 20 Lightweight Bingo Cards, $1.00. 


3000 KENO 


Made in 30 sets of 100 cards each. Played in 8 
Tows across the card—not up and down. Light- 

ba gm. Per set of 100 cards with mark- 

ers. 

All Bingo and Lotto sets are complete with veut 

| oy tally and direction sheet. All 


THIN BINGO CARDS 


cards, black on white, size 5x 7. Thin 
s such as used in theatres, etc. They are 
marked or punched in playing and then discarded. 
3,000 different cards, per 100, $1.25, without 
markers. Set of markers, 50c_ 
Lanboards, paw 4 Shaker, real class...... $12.50 
Lapboa hite cards, 8%,x14, Per C 
Stevi Sam on same, extra Per 
BI Markers, In strips, 25,000 for__ 1.60 
Senn. for 7 — ecards and price oe We pay 
and tax ut you pay C. O. . expense, 
Enstent delivery. No checks accepted. 


J. M. SIMMONS & CO. 
198 W. Jackson Bivd., Chicago 
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ERIC B. 
SHOWS 


OPENING 1938 SEASON, COLUMBIA, S. C., MAIN STREET LOCATION. 
ETTO LODGE No. 5, 100F. 


have leased an apartment for the winter. 
Abe and Edna Frank, after completing 
a fishing trip at Pasagoula, Miss., stored 
their housecar here and left for their 
home at Clarksdale, Miss. Ross Crawford 
again has charge of quarters, and all 
employees are comfortably housed for 
the winter. Some painting is being done 
at present, but bulk of work will not get 
under way until after first of the year. 
Frank Cross, former trainmaster of the 
Al C. Hansen Shows, and William Strode, 
of the Strode Shows, were recent visitors. 
Reported by Walter B. Fox. 


L. J. Heth 


NORTH BIRMINGHAM, Ala., Dec. 25.— 
Show is now in quarters after a tour of 
35 weeks. Business was spotty. Heth 
regretted missing the meeting in Chicago 
this year, the first he failed to attend in 
years. He had to cancel his plans, as he 
was in the middle of putting the show 
away. He had to secure an additional 
building in order to house the show. 
For past two weeks he has been assem- 
bling material to start work building 
some new show fronts. D. P. Collins has 
started breaking a lion act for the Mo- 
tordrome for coming season. Manager 


Heth and the writer will leave after the - 


new year for fair meetings north. Re- 
ported by Joe J. Fontana. 


Mighty Sheesley 


SAVANNAH, Ga., Dec. 25.—Mr. and 
Mrs. John M. Sheesley, after returning 
from Chicago, made a trip to Summers- 
ville, W. Va., to visit Mrs. Harry Arm- 
strong and family. They continued thru 
the Virginias and Carolinas and arrived 
in Savannah to make preparations for a 
few weeks’ vacation in Florida. Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard Ingram are in Sarasota, 
Fla., vacationing. Jeanne Williams, 
Romeo Perron, Frenchy Charest and 
Photo Ben are on the show train for the 
winter. At quarters are Colorado Mac, 
John McMasters, Mr. and Mrs. P. O. 
Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Art Smith, Mr. 
and Mrs. E. C. Crowe and Mr. and Mrs. 
Pat Anger. Willie and Mary Zeidman 
are in Hot Springs, Ark. Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles E. Sheesley are at Harrisburg, 
Pa. They spend their time hunting bear 
and deer. Harry Cramer, stake and 
chain man, is at Mayport, Fla. Dinty 
Moore and his Skooter will be in from 
Florida and will remain in quarters. Mr. 


HYDE 


2411 TWO NOTCH ROAD 


900044000 4404444408 4404 


CONCESSIONS—Will sell Cookhouse and Bingo Exclusive. Want Legitimate Concessions. 
SHOWS—Will book Shows of Merit and furnish complete new outfits 
want Outlaw Show and Penny Arcade. : 


RIDES—Will book or buy Octopus, Ridee-O, Loop-o-Plane, Merry-Go-Round and Kiddie 
Rides. WANT to hear from Small Family Band and Sensational Free Attractions who desire 
a full season’s work. Can use Help in all departments. 


HAVE OPENING FOR Second Man who can and will put out paper. 
WANT TO PURCHASE TWO MORE 75 K.W. TRANSFORMERS. 


FAIR ASSOCIATIONS AND COMMITTEES IN NEW JERSEY, aan aa 
MARYLAND, VIRGINIA AND NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA GET IN 
TOUCH WITH US AT ONCE. ADDRESS 


ERIC B. HYDE, Gen. Mgr., or HARRY RAMISH, Gen. Rep. 


WINTER QUARTERS, 
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for same. Especially 


COLUMBIA, S. C. 


Mechanical. 


know the Middle West. 
qualifications, ete. 
operate all our egeatas. 
well-framed Cook H 
chanic to handle 6 good Trucks on Concessions, 


10 Rides, 9 Shows, 25 Stock Concessions. 
Address all mai! to 


ROYAL MIDWAY SHOWS, INC. 


NOW CONTRACTING FOR SEASON OF 1938. 
CAN PLACE FOLLOWING: Motordrome, Side Show, Crime, Athletic, Grind Show, Minstrel Show, 
Carb Wooden, Grinnel Midgets, George’ H 
Showman capable of getting money. WANT Octopus, Loop-o-Plane, Kiddie pte. WILL ae real 
Show People all lines; sober Ride Help and General Working People. WILL BUY good Crime Show. 
CAN PLACE GENERAL AGENT WITTH CAR THAT CAN AND WILL GET RESULTS. Must 
We have Fairs in Iowa, Missouri and - A mag already 
CAN PLACE CONCESSION AGEN 
Have opening for reliable, sober ia and Wife, to manage and handle neat, 
ouse. MUST CATER TO SHOW ie ge 


fill buy good Devil’s Bowling, must be right, on “cas. 
Winter Quarters. 
ROY GOLC STONE, B12 Orange St., Hot Springs, Ark. 


arris reply. Will furnish outfits to reliable 


contracted. State full 
for all kinds of Stores. We own and 


CAN USE sober capable si 
CAN E real Concession People in all lines. 

Shows open last of March, with 
5 Magnolia St., N. Little Rock, Ark. 


and Mrs. Al Renton and family are at 
their home in Newark, N. J., getting 
their Side Show in shape. Charles H. 
Pounds, secretary, and Bill Pickett, 
watchman, bought a seagoing boat, in 
which they take parties out fishing for 
big ones. Mr. and Mrs. John D. Sheesley 
and family are at Ollie Trout’s tourist 
camp in Miami. Floyd Newell, press 
agent, is in Chicago. Later he will go to 
Tampa, Fla. Murry and wife, the rube 
act, are in Miami for the holidays. Mr. 
and Mrs. H. T. Austin, Clarence Pounds, 
Jack Baillie and Jimmie Austin are at 
Punland Park, Miami. Mrs. Charles H. 
Pounds and family are at Ollie Trout’s 
tourist camp, Miami. Frank Sweeney is 
taking it easy in Miami. Nick De Rose, 
girl show man, is working in Washing- 
ton, D. C. George Brodney and wife are 
at Cedar Keys, Fla. George has peanuts 
and pop corn on the show. Charles and 
Vivian Taylor are playing theaters in 
North and South Carolina. The writer 
is taking it easy here. Reported by Ward 
(Dad) Dunbar. 


Dee Lang 


EAST ST. LOUIS, Ill., Dec. 25.—Dee 
Lang and Elmer Brown made the Chi- 
cago and Iowa fair meetings and closed 
several contracts and are back in St. 
Louis. On closing last week in October 
a crew of men was put to work building 
some new show fronts, remodeling some 
rides and painting. Heavy Waughn is in 
charge of quarters, with Bill Baker as 
assistant. All trucks are under cover. 
Good woodworking shops and room in- 


‘closed for painting. As the past season 


was very successful the show will put 
back most of the money to beautify the 
show, with new canvas, fronts and 
trucks. Visitors: Charles T. Goss, John 
and Crawford Francis and Sam Soloman. 
Reported by Elmer Brown. 


Frisk Greater 


MINNEAPOLIS, Dec. 25.—Much action 
is now in evidence at quarters. Manager 
B. C. Frisk returned from hunting and 
also a successful booking trip last week. 
A new neon-lighted chromium-trimmed 
midway entrance now occupies the cen- 
ter of the carpenter shop. Additional 
truck bodies will be of the van type. A 
new transformer truck is being designed 
by the writer and will be completed 
upon arrival of the transformers. Visi- 
tors: Lester George, formerly with the 
show; Robert Hill, former wheel fore- 
man with the show; Phil Warren, Har- 
rold Frane, Ted Johnson, and Mr. and 
Mrs. George Bridwell, who will handle 
advertising coming season. Reported by 
Neil Lanigan. 


Gruberg’s 


MONTGOMERY, Ala., Dec. 25.—Owner 
Max Gruberg returned December 14 and 
reported a very enjoyable time at the 
Chicago convention as well as a very 
satisfactory booking trip that occupied 
a week of his time. He remained here 
only long enough to see that the proper 
arrangements were made to assure no 
delay in the work program and left to 
confer with fair secretaries in the East 
and General Agent Edw. P. Rahn. Visi- 
tors: Herman Eagle, of cookhouse fame, 
and Edw. Lippman, of the Endy Bros.’ 
Shows. Frank Tarra, of the office staff, 
returned to his home, Scotia, N. Y., leav- 
ing all of the office work to H. Van. 
Also returning to their respective homes 
were Mrs. Slim Cunningham and Carl 
Nestor. The writer has again booked 
his Side Show for 1938 and will also 
handle the mail and The Billboard on 
the show. Reported by William Sylvin. 


Johnny J. Jones 


AUGUSTA. Ga., Dec. 25.—Under the 
direction of Superintendent Jimmy Mc- 
Elhaney work continues to progress. His 
crew has been replacing the few remain- 
ing wagons with rubber-tired wheels. 
Tom Salmon is renovating and rearrang- 
ing the office wagon to afford more 
working space. Trainmaster George 
Shannon and crew have completed work 
of removing the decking from the flat 
cars. They are now enjoying a rest until 
February 1. Director E. Lawrence Phil- 
lips writes of enjoying his stay in Or- 
lando, Fla. W.C. Fleming is at his home 
in Buffalo, N. Y., for the holidays, but 
will return prior to New Year’s. Mr. 
and Mrs. Bob Edwards are hibernating 
at Tampa, and Bob writes of being 


busy working on designs and plans for’ 


his attraction. Karl J. Walker and his 
Gay New Yorkers are filling theater dates. 
Carl J. Lauther and most of his personnel 
report a successful engagement of his 


IS Yeats ge 


(From The Billboard Dated 


December 30, 1922) 


The entire staff, shows and showmen 
of Wortham No. 1 company joined the 
Morris & Castle Shows, making that or- 
ganization one of the largest carnival 
companies in the field. R. L. Lohmar 
was named general agent and traffic 
manager; William F. Floto, press repre- 
sentative, and Jack Hayden, treasurer. 

. A. B. Miller Shows closed a 44-week 
season and went into quarters in At- 
lanta. . . . Stag party held in the club- 
rooms of thé Showmen’s League of 
America, Chicago, was regarded as one 
of the most successful events of its kind. 

. . C. C. Kennedy, well known in out- 
door show circles, succumbed in Omaha, 
Neb., December 5 to injuries sustained 
in an automobile accident in that city 
November 30. 


Elmer C. Cohan, owner of Tiny Mite, 
famous little horse, signed with the 
Greater Sheesley Shows for the 1923 sea- 
son. . . . Bennie Feinberg returned to 
Chicago from Terre Haute, Ind., where he 
had been operating some concessions 
with an indoor show. ...G. H. Fishback 
severed his connection with the C. W, 
Parker Company and went into the con- 
cession supply business. .. . R. Henry 
Sisco, head of Sisco’s Band, and family 
were wintering in Lima, O.... J. Wilkin- 
son Crowther, well-known press agent, 
was pounding the “writing piano” for 
Atlantic City Press, Atlantie City... .R. 
A. (Whitie) Josselyn was signed in the 
capacity of agent by the Greater Sheesley 
Shows for the 1923 season. 

Charles W. Wedge, after closing with 
De Kreko Bros.’ Shows, was handling a 
political publicity campaign in Houston, 
Tex. ... Carrolton and Ruth Davis, of 
the T. A. Wolfe Superior Shows, were 
wintering in Cincinnati. . . . Carnival 
folks visiting in Atlanta included Harry 
K. Main, Rube Syone, W. Daniels, Morris 
Goodman, A. B. Miller, Nat and Molton 
Narder and Leo Alberts. ... Joe Palmer 
and wife, Ada, were spending the Christ- 
mas holidays in Cincinnati with rela- 
tives. .. . Dad McMyers and family, after 
a@ successful season with the Progressive 
Amusement Company, were wintering in 
Indianapolis. .. . Charles Church joined 
the Poole Shows. 


store show in Charlotte, N. C. General 
Representative J. C. Simpson stopped off 
while en route to spend the holidays 
with Mrs. Simpson in St. Louis. The 
writer will spend the holidays with his 
mother at her home near Ettrick, Va. 
Reported by Ralph Lockett. 


Clint & Clark 


CANTON, O., Dec. 25.—Dave Harris 
booked his new cookhouse. He will also 
have pop corn and peanuts. Nell Ramsey 
will operate cane rack. Johnnie John- 
son has signed for bingo game. Walter 
and Carrie Culberson will have milk 
bottle games. Spot Proudley and wife 
will have spot-the-spot and Mickey 
Mouse. Jack Daniels and Bill Perry 
signed for concessions. Ted Meadows, 
show electrician, announces that he will 
have new stores. Billie Morgan signed 
for Big Eli wheel and sound car. Johnny 
Pazzi will have the chairplane. Lil and 
Guy White signed for their Nalda show. 
J. Ernest Moberg writes that he will have 
concessions. Rosa B. Wertman booked 
ice cream. A 75-kw. transformer was 
recently purchased. Rae Adele Clark, 
secretary, has been busy with corre- 
spondence. C. D. Clark has been mak- 
ing numerous trips. Clint Roberts 
writes from Tampa that he is busy con- 
tacting shows. Reported by Chas. 0 
Huntley, general agent. 


Season Greetings 


TO OUR CUSTOMERS AND FRIENDS 


CURTISS SHOPRINT 


CONTINENTAL, OHIO “Since a 


Al. G. Hodge Shows, 1. 


Now booking and ag ting the pees. Modes 
Midway, Shows, Rides, Free 
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Chowmen’s League 
of Cimetica 


165 W. Madison 
Chicago, _ 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.— Early to press 
with this week's news, hence no report 
of the meeting. 

Many of the brothers are away for the 
holidays and the attendance Thursday 
evening will be lighter than usual. 

President J. C. McCaffery left for a 
trip to. Florida. Vice-President Joe 
Rogers left for New York, and Vice- 
President Prank P. Duffield is spending 
a few weeks on the West Coast. 

Lew Dufour and his committee are 
busy working on the proposed plan for 
a SLA branch, with headquarters in 
New York. He has written several let- 
ters for attention at the next meeting. 
J. W. Conklin writes that he will be back 
thru Chicago early in January. Vice- 
President Frank R. Conklin letters that 
he is mepaying nicely and getting a 
real rest. 

Brother Al Carsky advises that he is 
convalescing nicely and expects to be 
home for Christmas. Brothers Walter 
F. Driver, Harry Coddington and George 
Fowler all still in the hospital but show- 
ing real improvement. Brothers Col. 
Owens and Bob Miller still confined to 
their homes. Brother Lew Keller ad- 
vises that he may have to enter the 
hospital for further attention. 

A number of the cemetery fund drive 
awards have been sent out and others 
will follow as soon as identification is 
received. 

Letter from Brother Will Wright says 
the PCSA Banquet and Ball was a fine 
affair and the financial result will be 
tatisfactory. 

Plan Permanent Home Committee 

A late message advises that Brother Al 
Wagner has undergone a serious opera- 
tion at St. Vincent Hospital, Toledo, O. 
Message of good wishes for his speedy 
recovery has been sent. 

Don't forget the New Year’s party if 
you can make it. Jack Benjamin is in 
charge and promises a real affair. This 
is an annual event among the brothers, 
80 keep it in mind. 

Several amendments to the by-laws 
are being planned. This is to be done 
that the Showmen’s Home committee 
may be a permanent committee until 
December 1, 1940, thus giving them 
ample time to continue their work to a 
successful conclusion. 

Method of raising funds for the home 
will be combined with the annual 
cemetery fund drive, with the intention 
of dividing the funds 50 per cent to the 
home, 25 per cent to the cemetery fund 
and 25 per cent to the hospital fund. 
The ways ard means committee will be 
active in this work and has several 
other plans to aid in the raising of 


The Christmas rush is on at the 
league same as in the past. Many of 
the folk who send cards neglect to 
figure that they may have to be for- 
warded and this cannot be done where 
the full postage is missing. 

John Lorman is all smiles now that 
action has been started on the question 
of showmen's home. This is one of his 
pet hobbies. 


Ladies’ Auxiliary 


Hostess of December 16 social was 


First Vice-President Mrs. Ida Chase, who 


selected magnificent prizes for the 
occasion. Social was a huge success, 
with excellent attendance. Bunco and 
cards were played. Raffle was won by 
Mrs. Bert Clinton. 

Had pleasure of having in our midst 
Mrs. Robert R. Kline, of Royal Palm 
Shows, and her sister, Mildred Barton, of 
the Harris Shows, who will soon become 
members. Mrs. Kline motored back to 
Plorida this week. 

Ida Chase, Phoebe Carsky and Elsie 
Miller visited Brothers Walter F. Driver, 
Harry Coddington and Al Carsky, who 
are confined to American Hospital. 
Regret illness of Mattie Crosby. 

President Leah Brumleve is planning 
with a few members to go to Kansas 
City for the big event. 

Doner of lace tablecloth was Brother 
Walter F. Driver, which will be disposed 
of later. Donor of Mixmaster was 
Brother Max Horwitz. Donor of smok- 
ing stands was Brother John Lempart. 
Mrs. Al Wagner was donor of men’s 
fitted case. 

Thursday, December 23, meeting was 
the last one for 1937. Attention is 
ee Reported by Elsie 

er. 


Miami 


MIAMI, Dec. 25.—Ray Spears and Cur: 
tis Caldwell are working at the Cabana 
Pool on Miami Beach. 

Joe Vincent, who spent two years in a 
hospital and blind for over one year, 
will hold an important job at Tropical 
Park when the racing season opens. 

Showmen here are getting restless 
waiting for the opening of the horse 
tracks 


J. B. Hubbard, well-known rodeo con- 
testant, has named his dude ranch the 
El Rodeo Club. 

The American Legion, Miami Beach, 
decided a rodeo was too expensive, so 
they are planning a circus or carnival. 

Many of the boys are butchering at the 
Rodney Stadium during the football 
games. Others are planning to attend 
the opening of the Key West Park 
January 6. 

Ted Filbert says Key West is booming 
since near completion of the new Flagler 
highway, Miami to Key West. 

Leo Carroll made a hit at the Christ- 
mas show in Sears-Roebuck store here 
with Susie, his trained chimp. Hit front 
page when Susie greeted Santa Claus on 
his arrival here via airplane. Last Sun- 
day he was the hit of the Biltmore Pool 
show, staged by Alexander Ott. 

Cliff Wilson’s mammoth turkey cre- 
ated plenty interest among the school 
children in Miami. Cliff has been in- 
vited to give a talk to the school children 
on this strange bird. 

. Anna Painter, mother of Al 
Painter, of roller derby and marathon 
fame, is recovering from a recent opera- 
tion at a private hospital. 

Mr. and Mrs. Walter K. Sibley arrived 
to spend the winter. 

Mathew J. Riley is the owner of a race 
horse and ready to strut his stuff at 
one of the tracks here. 

Jack Mack is now announcer at the 
Hollywood Dog Track, says that some 
day he will return to the show game. 

Bradford Crandall, nephew of James 
and Pearl Vair and son of Bessie and 
Bradford Crandall, wrote a play for the 
high school students at Overland, Mo. 

Johnnie Ciaburri says that the recent 
cold spell held up work of painting his 
concessions. Johnny will leave for the 
Key West Park. 

For the benefit of showmen heading 
for Key West, here are the rates on the 
ferry: Trailers, $10; trucks, $5.50; pas- 


THERE ARE “SCORES” of REASONS 
Why YOU SHOULD 
BE i MEMBER OF 


Showmen’s League of 
America 


165 W. Madison St., Chicago 


Its initiation and dues are the lowest 
of any institution of its kind in the 
world; so small in fact that every 
reputable outdoor showman should be 
a member out of respect for his 
pride in his business. 


cars, $3.50; all passengers 50 
cents extra. The opening of the Flagler 
highway will eliminate the ferry and the 
highway charges will be about $1 per car. 

Mr. and Mrs. Billy Clark, concessioners, 
are here for the winter. 


(Continued from page 91) 
Spencer & Clark Shows to his partner, 
Sam E. Spencer, week of September 25. 

WEBB DEATH—Harvey Webb, 48, for- 
mer carnival owner, died at New Har- 
mony, Ind., September 21. 

SLA ENRICHED—Showmen’s League 
of America benefit show September 17 
at Great Lakes Exposition, Cleveland, 
netted $3,330.31. 

FIRE DAMAGES BLUE RIBBON—Fire 
which swept thru Madison County Pair 
grounds, Huntsville, Ala.. September 27 


did considerable damage to Blue Ribbon 

Shows. 
BURNED FATALLY—Ernest E. Roop, 
owner of the monkey circus with Greater 
Shows, died in a Greenwood 


GET MORE PROFITABLE SPOTS 


With the Streamlined 


1938 TILT-A- WHIRL 

The Proven Ride that pays BIG and 

CERTAIN money to Auspices and 
qrte you bok. 
FARIBAULT, MINN. 


JOYLAND SHOWS 


NOW BOOKING FOR THE 1938 SEASON. OPENING IN OR AROUND DETROIT, MICH., 
ON OR ABOUT MAY 1. 


Good opening for legitimate Concessions of all kinds. Special inducement to Shows with 
own outfits and transportation. 


WANT one more outstanding Free Attraction. Must be sensational. Season contract. 
We irwite everyone that was with the Joyland Shows last year to get in touch with us. 
ROSCOE T. WADE, Manager, 917 Hunt St., Adrian, Mich. 


Buildings now in use on Sol’s Liberty Shows, 


. States Deli very, 


INCREASE YOUR EARNING POWER WITH 


The New IMPROVED HANEY PORTABLE SKOOTER BUILDING 


This Building and 12 Lusse Skooter Cars can be loaded on three 20-ft. Wagons or Trailers. 

no mistake in a 1938 Haney Portable Building, including the New 1938 Streamlined Lusse Skooter Cars. 

son's World's 4 Shows, and Dinty Moore on the 

Sheesley Shows. New Portable Building now under 
Shows. For Prices and 


R. E. HANEY, 2608 East 73rd Street, Kansas City, Mo. 


There is 


for Jack Ruback, owner of Western 


GREETINGS 


TO ALL SHOW FOLKS 


Wishing You a HAPPY, PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR! 


CHARLIE T. 


GOSS 


With STANDARD CHEVROLET COMPANY, East St. Louis, I Ii. 


(Miss.) hospital September 28 from 
burns sustained when truck in which 
he was riding overturned near Green- 
wood 


PARALYSIS SCARE — An infantile 
paralysis scare in Mississippi caused the 
World’s Exposition Shows to cancel re- 
maining dates in that territory. 

DALLAS JAMBOREE—Second annual 
Showmien’s League of America jamboree 
staged in Show Boat of Pan-American 
a Dallas, September 27 netted 


ORACK RECORDS — Beckmann & 
Gerety Shows hung up a 57 per cent 
increase over 1936 at Oklahoma State 
Pair week of September 27. 

CLICK IN KNOXVILLE—Rubin & 
Cherry Exposition during week of Sep- 
tember 27 topped last year’s record- 
breaking attendance at Knoxville Fair 
by 30 per ceat. 

SET RECORD—World of Mirth Shows 
Played to about 250,000 attendance at 
Virginia State Fair week of September 27. 

MIDWAY SCORES — One of largest 
crowds ever to attend the Alabama State 
Pair greeted Royal Amerfcan Shows in 
Birmingham week of September 27. 

CONKLIN GETS CONTRACT—J. W. 
(Patty) Conklin October 9 was awarded 
contract to manage and supervise amuse- 
ment area of 1928 Canadian National 
Exhibition at Toronto. Second consecu- 
tive year. 

STRATES SLA SHOW—Strates Shows’ 
jubilee and performance for Showmen’s 
League of America at York, Pa., October 
8 brought a nice sum. 

HASC BENEFIT—J. L. Landes Shows’ 
benefit performance at Abilene, Kan., 
September 30 for the Heart of America 
Showmen’s Club was a success. 

HENNIES BROS. BUY—Following two 
seasons of bad business and attendant 
hardships Al C. Hansen Shows gave up 
the ghost in Jonesboro, Ark., October 21. 
Hennies Bros. purchased their rolling 
stock and wagons. 

R. A. PULLS BIG STUNT— Royal 
American Shows held a preview opening 
October 22 on eve of 34th annual Louisi- 
ana State Pair at Shreveport, La., to an 
estimated attendance of 15,000 persons. 

R. & C. SET RECORD—Rubin & 
Cherry Exposition midway drew a record 
attendance of 762,961 persons during 
10-day Southeastern Fair and Atlanta 
Centennial in Atlanta, Ga., October 6-16. 

GOODMAN SLA BENEFTT—Goodman 
Wonder Show staged a benefit perform- 
ance for Showmen’s League October 15 
in Little Rock, Ark., realizing nice sum. 

JONES SLA SHOW—Johnny J. Jones 
Exposition’s benefit show for Showmen’s 
yn in Spartanburg, S. C., realized 


*IUA. SLA BENEFIT—About 1,500 con- 


NOW READY 
YOUR COPY 


OF THE NEW 


USED TENT LIST 


MANY BARGAINS THERE FOR YOU. 
* WRITE - WIRE - PHONE 


BAKER - LOCKWOOD 
17th and Central, Kansas City, Mo. 
AMERICA’S BIG TENT HOUSE 


Eastern Representative — A. E. Campfield, 
152 West 42d St., New York City, N. ¥ 


K.G. Amusement Shows 


Wanted for Season 1938, 
SHOWS AND CONCESSIONS. 
WINTER QUARTERS, Ft. Smith, Ark. 


SECOND-HAND SHOW PROPERTY FOR SALE. 
1.75 Men’s White B’kskin Skate Shoes, ail sizes. 
30.00 feo ag — Bes life size, complete with 


$16 o man’ s  Buckerin Indian Beaded Suit. 
$15. 0 — Slot Pool Table on Legs. 

40.00 d Mov. Picture Guesn, regulation oe 
WE BUY “ALL KINDS OF RINK SKATES AND 
FUN HOUSE MIRRORS. WEIL’S CURIOSITY 
SHOP, 20 S. 2nd St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


tributed $2,500 toward Showmen’s 
League Cemetery Pund at the benefit 
performance held October 29 at the 
Louisiana State Fair grounds. 

JONES SLA BENEFIT— Johnny J. 
Jones’ benefit show at Spartanburg, 
8. C., October 15 for the Showmen’s 

Was a huge success. 

DAVIS DEATH—W. H. (Bill) Davis, 
veteran circus and carnival showman, 
died at Welfare Island, N. Y., October 
26. Burial in Sifer’s Hill Cemetery, Long 
Island, N. Y. 

ROSENBERGER BUYS—Bert Rosen- 
berger purchased the former, Spencer & 
Clark Shows week of November 6. 

CRAFTS GET ORANGE SHOW—Crafts 
20 Big Shows were awarded their fifth 
consecutive contract November 3 to fur- 
nish midway at National Orange Show, 
San Bernardino, Calif. 

FLEMING JOINS JONES — William 
Carleton Fleming, of Buffalo, became 
vice-president of New Johnny J. Jones 
Exposition, Inc., November 11. 

BEASTS ESCAPE, KILLED — Three 
lions, property of Royal Palm Shows, 
escaped from a trailer near Stapleton, 
Ala., November 14. They were cornered 
in a near-by field and ordered killed by 
Berney Smuckler, manager of show. 
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PCSA BANQUET 
(Continued from page 88) 


decorations were based on ideas sug- 
gested by the art department of the 
MGM Studios. The scene was a garden 
setting with palm trees, desert plants 
and flowers that are at this time avail- 
able in Southern California. 

The television illusion planned as the 
surprise number of the big affair outdid 
all expectations and the big crowd gave 
the offering tremendous rounds of ap- 
plause. This was presented with Max 
Teuber and Ben Shaffer as chief elec- 
triclans and Charley Haley, assistant. 
The cabinet and electrical effects came 
from the Fantasy Lighting Company, of 
Hollywood. It can be recorded that the 
first introductions of persons and an- 
nouncement of floor show by television 
illusion had their premiere at this af- 
fair. It was announced by Teuber that 
this television illusion was presented as 
a forerunner of what may be expected 
of perfected television. All was done in 
natural colors and voices synchronized 
with the expressions of persons pro- 
jected on the screen. " 


Carrillo Principal Speaker 

The speakers’ table was revived. Leo 
Carrillo, noted screen actor, was the 
principal speaker and did a masterly job 
reminiscing with intimate stories of the 
late beloved Will Rogers. He had a hard 
time to get away, as girls blocked him 
and he did a lot of autographing of 
programs, 

Patrick Francis Shanley was the emsee 
in his usual entertaining manner. 

Eddie Gamble introduced the floor 
show. Seated at the speakers’ table were 
Will Wright, president; Dr. Ralph E. 
Smith, first vice-president; Charles Wal- 
pert, second vice-president; Frank J. 
Downie, secretary; Steve Henry, execu- 
tive secretary; Peggy Forstall, president 
of Ladies’ Auxiliary; Frederick Weddle- 
ton, director of division of concessions 
of Golden Gate International Exposition; 
Mah Ong, noted Chinese artist, guest of 
Pat Shanley. 

President Wright after the guests had 
been seated addressed the diners. Then 
Eddie Gamble introduced as the Queen 
of the Ball little Bettie Joan Hilder- 
brand, 20-month-old daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. O. H. Hilderbrand. She was 
modishly gowned and took a bow in the 
spotlights. The repast was then served, 
one of the Biltmore’s best efforts, Utah 
tom turkey being the feature entree. 


Television Mlusion Surprise 

Lights were lowered for the television 
illusion to the soft strains of an air cal- 
liope with befitting music. First came 
the presentation of what was called 
Shades on Memory Lane. The script for 
this was written by Steve Henry. Francis 
Patrick Shanley was announcer. The 
late Sam cC. Haller, founder of the 
PCSA and its first president, was flashed 
on the screen. Others were J. Sky Clark, 
second president; Walt Hunsaker, fourth 
president; Will J. Parley, one time rep- 
resentative of The Billboard and first 
secretary of the organization; Joe Diehl, 
fifth president; Bert Earles, who was @ 
well-known member and showman; 
Harley Tyler, sixth president; George 
Robinson, one of the founders; Hugh 
Fowzer, Johnny Klein: A. J. Ziv, one 
time secretary; Clarence A. Wortham, 
Charles Hatch, Dick Ferris, Will Rogers; 
William H. Donaldson, founder of The 
Billboard, great friend of showmen and 
benefactor of the PCSA, and Walter T. 
McGinley, one of the organizers, much 
beloved showman and benefactor of the 
PCSA. 

Large parties at the tables noted were 
Dr. Ralph E, Smith, table of 30; Crafts 
amusement enterprises, 16; O. H. 
Hildertrand, 14; Los Angeles Heavy 
Hardware, 12; Downie Bros., 14; United 
Tent and Awning Company, 12; John M. 
Miller, 10; The Billboard, 10; C. F. 
Zeiger Shows, 12; Al G. Barnes and Sells- 
Floto “Circus, 15; Tom Mix Circus, 8; 
Huggins Young, 8; MGM Studios, 8, and 
Warner Bros., 8. There were more of 
the screen and radio folk present at this 
than any previous affair. Technicians 
from several studios and commentators 
on radio came to give the television 
illusion a look-over 

There had been books of tickets for 
sale, benefit of the cemetery, for several 
months in what was called the Cemetery 
Fund Drive. There was a most generous 
sponse to this, many in and out of 
show business helping to make the drive 
a success. Part of proceeds went to the 
fund and part to holders of winning 
tickets. President Wright selected Milt 
Runkle as chairman of the drawing com- 
mittee. First prize went to Louis Manley, 
local man, member of PCSA operating 
on Long Beach Pier; second to Me! H. 


Vaught, of State Fair Shows, and third 
to Ted Metz, side-show manager of Tom 
Mix Circus. The Angeles Swing Band, 
noted West Coast orchestra, furnished 
the music for dancing and played the 
floor show. 


Floor Show the Tops 

Ted LeFors, chairman of the banquet 
and ball, promised to present a floor 
show along different lines and did. Aside 
from the acts as programed, there were 
several that came as volunteers and 
added much to an already fine show. 
Eddie Gamble, in announcing the first 
act, stated that this was first time in 
America an announcement in television 
was being made. The first mumber was 
Pat Shanley, also in television. Then 
came an unbilled offering by Mah Ong, 
Chinese baritone, in two song numbers 
to great applause. The Hudson-Metzer 
Girls, 14, first projected on screen then 
a mystifying appearance on the floor 
doing graceful dance numbers. Passeay 
and Lee, skating thrills with whirlwind 
finish when several guests were given 
a ride. The Knight Sisters presented a 
much-applauded adagio number. Billy 
Burt was billed as dance stylist. The 
Four Roisterers, a volunteer number, 
were a splendid singing four. Hudson- 
Metzer Girls, single, double and en- 
semble dance numbers. Then an act 
that wowed ’em, the Olvera Brothers, 
shoulder perch act, truly remarkable 
offering that got a lot of well-deserved 
applause. The Ryans, comedians de luxe, 
three men, a knockout. Second stop act, 
the Four Collegians, college athletes, a 
marvelous acrobatic act. Choisseau and 
Imsehn, hand balancing. Again the 


_Hudson-Metzger Girls in a new ensem- 


ble number titled Hawaii. Closer, Lor- 
rain Gerrard, piano accordionist. 

At completion of the floor show guests 
took the floor. Mr. and Mrs. John Miller 
ied the Grand March. There has not 
been anything so resplendent as the 
lighting effects used during the danc-, 
ing. For this Ben Shaffer had arranged 
a battery of varicolored lights set at all 
angles, at intervals a kaleidoscopic effect 
that was most impressive. 

Greetings by letter and wire, read by 
the emsee, were received from Harry L. 
Gordon, general agent West Coast Shows; 


George French, of French-Ziegler Shows; 
Varied Amusement Enterprises, John 
Alexander Pollitt, Carl F. Holt, Louis 
(Frenchy) Delmont; Eddie Tait, of Tait- 
Churchill Enterprises, Manila; The Bill- 
board, Al C. Hartmann, William Judkins 
Hewitt and E. W. Evans; Ross Davis, G. 
Arthur Blanchard, Max Harry Bernard, 
Tex Cordell, Cole Bros.’ Circus, Prank R. 
Conklin, Showmen’s League of America, 
Heart of America Showmen’s Club and 
Ladies’ Auxiliary, Abner and Virginia 
Kline; Mayor Frank L. Shaw, of Los An- 
geles; J. W. Conklin, Monte Young 
Shows, Lew Berg, A. B. Miller Shows, 
Thomas P. Anderson, George Jenny. 


The Committees 

Ted Le Fors, chairman, handled the 
details and did a splendid job. On re- 
ception committee were Mr. and Mrs. 
Will Wright, Mr. and Mrs. Archie S. 
Clark, Mr. and Mrs. Theo Forstall, Mr. 
and Mrs. S. L. Cronin, Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Ed Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Fink, Mr. 
and Mrs, O. N, Crafts, Mr. and Mrs, J. W. 
Conklin, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Seber, 
Ernest Pickering, Mr. and Mrs. C. F, 
Zeiger, Mr. and Mrs, O. H. Hilderbrand, 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Priest Jr., Mr. 
and Mrs. Roy Ludington, Dr. and Mrs. 
Ralph E. Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
Downie, Mr. and Mrs. George Moffet, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ted Metz, Mr. and Mrs, Ed- 
ward Walsh, Mr. and Mrs. Joe Krug, Mr. 
and Mrs, C. F. Corey, Mr. and Mrs, E. W. 
Coe, Mr. and Mrs. Harry B. Levine, Mr. 
and Mrs. Elmer Hanscom. Table commit- 
tee: Claude Barie,- Joe De Mouchelle, 
Herb Usher, Sol Grant, Ben Dobbert, Dr. 
George W. T. Boyd, A. Samuel Goldman, 
Jack Bigelow, William Hobday, Al Fisher, 
W. T. Jessup, Leo J. Haggerty, H. C. 
Rawlings, Harry Taylor, Frank Forest, 
Frank P. Redmond, Louis A. Godfrey, 
Earl (Spot) Kelly. Publicity: Steve 
Henry, Jo Glacey and Charles H. (Buddy) 
Priest. The Year Book: Joe Krug, Ed 
Smithson, Relley-Castle. Floor commit- 
tee: John M. Miller, Milt Runkle, Jack 
Schaller, F. W. Babcock, George Tipton, 
Leo Leos, Harry Seber, Charles E. Cun- 
ningham, Mark Kirkendall, Pat Arm- 
strong, John T. Backman, H. B. Levine, 
Mike Krekos, Elmer Hanscom, E,. W. 
(George) Coe, Clyde Gooding, Dr. Ralph 
E. Smith. 


Banquet Registrations 


The Billboard had cards placed at the 
tables for the registration of those in 
attendance. Registering were the follow- 
ing: 


Mr. and Mrs. Billy Axelrod, Alfredo 
Avalon Barnes, Florence Appel, Mr. and 
Mrs. Verne Ahrens; Mr. and Mrs. George 
Atherton, Cerro Gordo, Ill.; Mr. and Mrs. 
O. J. Allen, San Francisco; M. E. Abra- 
hamson, Chicago; Pat Armstrong; Mike 
Andrews, St. Louis; A. J. Andreani, Bank 
of America; Mr. and Mrs. E. K. Ander- 
son, San Diego; Mr. and Mrs. Tom C, 
Adams, Pittsburgh; Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Areval, Mexico City; James Arbuthnot, 
Capt. William D. Ament; Fern Anteol, 
Phoenix, Ariz.; Mr. and Mrs. Booth Al- 
corn, Lethbridge, Can.; Toy and Elinor 
Asmundsen, Venice; Mr. and Mrs. Gil 
Anson; Mr. and Mrs. Perez Acavedo, 
Chihuahua, Mex.; Ed Arthur, Seattle. 

es 

Mr, and Mrs. J. Ed Brown; Jack and 
Flo Burslem, Tom Mix Circus; Mrs, H. J. 
Barzier, C. F, Zeiger Shows; Joe Blount, 
Zeiger Shows; Mr. and Mrs. Hiram Butler, 
Long Beach; Sam Brown, Clark's Greater 
Shows; Addie M. Butler, Mr.- and Mrs. 
Ben Bone; Sydney J. Beckett, Long 
Beach; Fred Blake, Inglewood; Dr. 
George W. T. Boyd, Al G. Barnes and 
Sells-Floto GWircus; Mrs. F. N. Blake, In- 
glewood; Marie Bailey, Mr. and Mrs. Jo 
Budlong; Jack Bigelow, California Zoo 
Park; Claude A. Barie, Hilderbrand’s 
Shows; Mr. and Mrs. J. G. Bauer, Fort 
Worth; Claude L. Bond, Sierra Paper 
Company; Mr. and Mrs. L. R. Burke, 
American Railway Express; F. and L. 
Bruno, Calexico; Leona Barie, Hilder- 
brand’s Shows; Louis Bacigalupa, Bacig- 
alupi Organ Company; Mr. and Mrs. 
N. M. Buckley; Mr. and Mrs. 
Bachelor, Bank of California; Mr. and 
Mrs. K. G, Benadum, Zanesville, O.; C. 
K. Brodie, MGM Studios; Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles R. Bryant; Mr. and Mrs. Jack 
Baynton, Redondo; Mr. and Mrs. H. F. 
Beach, Clovis, N. M.; Mr. and Mrs. Fred 
Bierly, Chicago; Addie M. Butler; M. 
Bernstein, San Francisco; Mr. and Mrs. 
E. R. Bagby, Long Beach; Frank W. 
Babcock, Babcock United Shows; Mrs. 
Stella Baggott, lieut. Los Angeles Police 
Department; Mr. and. Mrs. F. J. Burns, 


Palm Beach, Calif.; D. W. Brodie, Para- 
mount Studios; Max Bloom; Mr. and 
Mrs. Fred Bergdoff, St. Louis; H. J. 
Brazier, C. F. Zeiger Shows; Paul and 
Ed Brazelton, Siskiyou, Calif.; Mr. and 
Mrs. Ed G. Bradfield, Columbus, O.; Mrs. 
Zela Beardsley, Sacramento; Bernice 
Brown, Sammy Boswitz, Redondo; Nora 
Martyne Bagby, Long Beach; Mr. and 
Mrs. H. C. Bowersox, Detroit; Jeff Barn- 
hart, Van Nuys; Mr. and Mrs. Al Boden- 
heimer, Cleveland, en route to Hono- 
lulu; Mr. and Mrs. T. L. Bretonne, Phila- 
delphia; J. J. Brachle, Zeiger Shows; 
George and Addie Barton; Felix Brey- 
fogle, St. Louis; Caddy Bruder, Niles, 
O.; Edith Bullock. 


Mr. and Mrs. Archie S. Clark, Clark's 
Greater Shows; Leo Carrillo, screen star; 
Mr. and Mrs, O. N. Crafts, Crafts’ Amuse- 
ment Enterprises; Nelle Cobbe, Downie 
Bros.; Leona Lee Cooke, West Coast 
Amusement Company; Mr. and Mrs. E. 
W. (George) Coe, Hilderbrand United 
Shows; Robert F. Clark, Film Service 
Company; Relley Castle, Hilderbrand 
United Shows; Mrs. Aletha Clark; Denny 
Callahan, David Cavonaro, Mrs. Fern 
Clardy; Mr. and Mrs. C. F. Corey, White 
City Shows; John Cardwell; Mr. and Mrs. 
H. F. Callan, Callan-Kennedy Company; 
Frank R. Conklin, Conklin’s All-Cana- 
dian Shows; Mme. Cherie, Hollywood; 
Clara Cardwell; Esther .Carley, Holly- 
wood; Homer Canter, Al G. Barnes-Sells- 
Floto Circus; Olga Celeste, California 
Zoo Park; William Casey, MGM Studios; 
Martin Curley, Fall River, Mass.; Mr. and 
Mrs. Gordon Cruikshank; Pollie Brahms, 
New York; Louis Cecchini, Venice; Mr. 
and Mrs. C. E. Cunningham; Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Cleary, Cleveland, O.; Earl H. 
Caldwell, Caldwell Service; Will D. Cor- 
bett, Maywood, Calif.; Pgul Connor, Con- 
nor Amusement Company; W. J. Curnow, 
B. M. (Doc) Cunningham; Mr. and Mrs. 
Tom Cull, Venice; Charles Clardy; Mr. 
and Mrs. F. G. Corson, Akron, O.; Mr. and 
Mrs. T. F. Clevenger, Portland, Ore.; 
Martha Celestine, Salt Lake City; Mark 
Current, City Comptroller office; Mr. 
and Mrs, W. R. Compton, Louisville; 
Mr. and Mrs. M. Cerny, Minneapolis. 


—, 
Ernest, Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Mr. 


and Mrs. Frank J. Downie, Downle Bros.; 
George D. Drake, Huggins Young Com- 
pany; L. E. Descern, Pasadena; Mr. and 
Mrs. Lawrence Dinhaupt, Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Desselm, Mr. and Mrs. D. J. 
Dierkes; Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Dennis, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.; Sis Dyer, Hennies Bros.’ 
Shows; Doris Downie; Fred and Melba 
Durant, Fresno; Millie Dobbert, Jean 
Donoher; I. J. De Fount, Baldwin Park; 
Mr. and Mrs, F. G. Dennehy, Chicago; 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Driscoll, St. Paul; June 
Dyer, Hennies Bros,’ Shows; Mr. and Mrs. 
William Daze, Lincoln City Park; Mike 
Delroy; Mr. and Mrs. Ed De Mirjahn, 
Edwards Novelty Company; Mr, and Mrs. 
Ross R. Davis, Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Doyle; 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Devanney, Perth Am- 
boy, N. J.; Nina Didsworth; Mack Davis, 
San Francisco; Mr. and Mrs. Forest 
Duane, San Antonio; Mrs, Vera Downie, 
Mr, and Mrs. E. B. Davis, Mr. and Mrs. 
W. H. Dorsey, Mr. and Mrs. Jo Domenici; 
H. Domecus, San Bernardino; Pattie 
Desmond, Jo De Mouchelle, Mr. and Mrs. 
Hugh Drennan, Jack Dysart. 
a 
Mr. and Mrs. G. Erikson, Mrs. Amalie 
Earles, Bob Esterbrook; Mr. and Mrs. F. 
L. Eastin, Denver; Mr. and Mrs. N. 
Eastman, Mr. and Mrs. G. Everly, Cochise, 
Ariz.; Frank Erler, Van Nuys; Mr. and 
Mrs. G. E. Empy, Turlock; Mr. and Mrs. 
Bud Ettinger, Indianapolis; Boyle En- 
trekin, Salt Lake City; Joseph Hgan, 
Jefferies Sport Pavilion, Burbank; Bert 
Erlenborn, Southern Pacific Railway; G. 
E. Etnyre; Mr. and Mrs.’ Polk Evans, 
Tampa; Mr. and Mrs. S. A. Easterday, 
Richmond, Va.; George Emerson; Bill 
Eccles, Charleston, W. Va.; Mr. and Mrs. 
Roy Ebner, New Orleans. 
pads eae 
Mr. and Mrs. Theo Forstall, Al G. 
Barnes and Sells-Floto Circus; J. C. 
Furness, Joe Friday; Mr. and Mrs. Al 
Feursterman, New Orleans; Mr. and Mrs. 
Frank Forest, Long Beach pike; William 
Farmer, Hunter Farmer, L. A. Foréner, A. 
D. Ferris; Mr. and Mrs. Harry Fink, San 
Fernando; L. A. Frauhauf, Alhambra; 
L. A. Fordyce, Mr. and Mrs. F. E. Fornier, 
Johnstown, Pa.; Al (Big Hat) Fisher, 
Charles Frank; M. Felsenthal, New Iberia, 
La.; Fred Fewins, president Los Angeles 
Society of Magicians; Mrs. Josephine 
Foley; P. Freedman, United Tent and 
Awning Company; Gladys Forrest, 
Christy Shows; Tony Francis; Mr. and 
Mrs, J. E. Purbish, Nathalie, Va.; Mr. and 
Mrs. Ernest F. Farquhar, Mr. and Mrs. 
Morris Ferguson, Mr. and Mrs. Will 
Franey; Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur H. Fentress, 
Seattle; W. G. Fayle, Minneapolis; Mr. 
and Mrs. Fred Fleming, Vancouver; Pete 
Ford, Louis Fischer, Mr. and Mrs, Ben 
Fahey; Foster Hall Foster, Zeiger Shows; 
Minnie Fisher; Howard Freedman, San 
Francisco; Louis Fisher; Elyn Fox, White 
City Shows; Ruth Fowzer, Bessie and 
Roy Franey. 
: CG 


Mr. and Mrs. Sol Grant; Stanley 
Graves, United Shows of America; Har- 
riet H. Glass, Johnny Gibson, Harry 
Guida, Bertha M. Grubb, Ivy Grubb, Mr. 
and Mrs. Eddie Gamble, Fred Gamble; 
Louis A. Godfrey, White City Shows; Mrs. 
A. C. Gibson, Ben H. Martin United 
Shows; Mrs. Betrina Guyer, Estelle 
Roberts Glass. George Guider, Memphis; 
A. C. Gibson, White City Shows; Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Samuel Goldman, attorney 
PCSA; Joe Glacey, Mr. and Mrs. Ed Gur- 
ney, Mrs. Cleo Garnavilla, H. A. Growe; 
Ada Gonzales, Zeiger’s Shows; Ed Gar- 
ber, Dan Gilbert, M. E. Graham, Mr. and 
Mrs. Tom Gordon. 

a 

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Henry, The Bill- 
board; Harry Hargrave, Marjorie Holt; 
Karl Heigold, Pasadena; Mr. and Mrs. O. 
H. Hilderbrand and daughter, Bettie 
Joan; Mickey Hogan, San Francisco; L. 
D. Haskell; F. H,. Hanewinkel, Cincinnati: 
G. Heinickel; Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Hans- 
com, Crafts’ 20 Big Shows; William Hob- 
day, Golden State Shows; Charles F. 
Haley, Federal Theaters; Mrs. William 
Hobday, Golden State Shows; George 
Haley, Mrs. Kate Heigold, Esther M. How- 
lett; Mr. and Mrs, Leon Harris, Western 
Novelty Company; Mr. and Mrs, Henry 
Hughes, Mrs. G. E. Haley; Mrs. and Mrs. 
Jean Hirtle, Philadelphia; Mr. and Mrs. R. 
Harris, Lord Printing and Engraving 
Company; Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Haver- 
camp, Springfield, Ill.; Mr. and Mrs. Leo 
J. Haggerty. 

a er 


George Illions; Axel Iverson, St. Paul; 
Capt. I. J. Ijams, Venice; Mrs. Ann 
Irving, Chicago; Bert Ingwersen. 

a 2s 


Warren Johnson; W. T. and Marie 
Jessup, West Coast Amusement Com- 
pany; Mr. and Mrs. James J. Jefferies, 
Jefferies’ Sport Pavilion, Burbank; 
Samuel B. Jones; Mr, and Mrs. Laird 
Johnson, San Fernando; Mr. and Mrs. 
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Victor Johnson, Justin Jondro; H. B. 
Johnson, State road patrol; Mr. and Mrs. 
Bob Jeanette; Mr. and Mrs. Ed Jarnigan, 
Youngstown. 


— 


Mark Kirkendall, Al G. Barnes and 
Sells-Floto Circus; Bennie Kyle; Kelly 
Ierrigan, Warner Bros.’ Studios; Joe 
Krug, 20th Century Shows; C. T. Krug, 
Clarksville, Tenn.; Austin King, Ringling 
Bres. and Barnum & Bailey Circus; Mike 
Krekos, West Coast Amusement Com- 
pany; Ethel B. Krug, 20th Century 
Shows; W. P. Kennedy; Mike Kearney, 
Chicago; Max Kaplan, White City 
Shows; Mrs. William K. Farmer, Elk 
Grove, Calif.; Mrs. Marie Klenck, Crafts’ 
20 Big Shows; Stanley F. Kuhns, Santa 
Monica; William G. Koehler, Adelia 
Kuhns, Sammy Katz, W. P. Kennedy, 
Mr. and Mrs, Dick Kanthe, Mr. and Mrs. 
Ed Kanthe, Ruth Korte, Mr. and Mrs. 
orl (Spot) Kelly; Ruby Kirkendall, 
Ladies’ ‘Auxiliary, PSCA; Iona Kavan- 
augh, Neal Karsey, Mr. and Mrs, Frank 
Kaederle, 


—_ Peterson, Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Porter, Mr. 
and Mrs, G. J. Petit; Mr. and Mrs. Frank 
a. oa poe Than Rage tof = — Priesmeyer, New York; Andy Pressley. Write or Wire WILLIAM GLICK, General Manager. 
Shows; Mr. and Mrs, Harry B, Levihe, yr. and Mrs. aaae RL¢ 5 Office—Madison Hotel, 817 St. Paul St., Baltimore, Md. 


Broadway Diamond Company; Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul Laymon, Laymon Distributing 
Company; Pearl Le Fors, Minerva Lamp; 
G. C. and Rosemary Loomis, Zeigler’s 
Shows; Miss La Verne, Jack Lash, Mrs. 
Laura Le Fors; Louis Leos, West Coast 
Amusement Company; Josephine Leos, 
Oakland; Mr. and Mrs, Cal Lipes, Copen- 
hagen Flea Circus; H. D. Lewis; Mat Lan- 
igan, Butte, Mont. Allerita Loomis, 
Zeiger’s Shows; Harry E. Lewis, Venice; 
Robert Lydick; Benny Lohmiller, New 
York; Mr. and Mrs. Martin Lee, Mr. and 
Mrs. Lew Ligonier, Norman Levenson, Mr. 
and Mrs. Cliff L’Hommidieu, Mr. and 
Mrs, Allan Larson, Mr. and Mrs. Al Lind- 
berg, Mr. and Mrs. H. F. Lowden, Ben 
Lurance. 


=_——S 


Mr. and Mrs. John M. Miller, Santa 
Monica; Cecil Middlecoff, Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Murray, I. J. Miller, Mrs. Ralph 
McCaull; Mrs. Dolly Martin, Martin's 
United Shows; Grace B. McIntyre, Ada 
Mae Moore, Darlene MclIlvaine, Elmer 
C. Matney; Ben H. Martin, Martin's 
United Shows; George L. Morgan, Hil- 
derbrand United Shows; Mr. and Mrs. 
Joe Mettler, Rose P. Murphy, Frank O. 
Murphy, Mrs. George L. Morgan, Harry 
Myers; G. R. Moffet, United Tent and 
Awning Company; Ardis Morey, Bobo 
Murphy, Charles M. Miller, Mrs. Cora B. 
Miller; Moxie Miller, Ocean Park; Babe 
Miller, Venice Pier; Robert L. Myers, 
Dolly Mott, Mrs. R. McCaull, George Mc- 
Caull, Martha and Inez Mulholland; 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Metcalfe, California 
Zoo Park; Mr, and Mrs, Sydney Mertens; 
P. J. McComber, the Mellos Company; 
R, D. Miller; Mr. and Mrs. Cal Meservey, 
Des Moines; Robert Morris, Mr. and Mrs. 
Plain Dave Morris; Mr. and Mrs. Blake 
McVeagh, Warner Bros.; Mr. and Mrs. 
Prank Mattison, Warner Bros.; Ed J. 
Marquard; Mike McAndrews, Venice; 
James Minturn, Detroit; L. C. McCleary; 
Bruce Morton, Wheeling; Ed Morrissey. 


—_ = 
Annette Ness; W. D. Newcomb, Venice 


BUCKEYE STATE 
SHOWS Sa" 


the oa 
Extends Greetings 
Would like to hear from reputable — 
men and respectable Concessione: 


JOE CALLER, Manager, 


Pier Funhouse; George Norbert, Mr. and 

Mrs. H. C, Nelson, Tony Nelson: Mr. and 

Mrs. Pat Nerney, Huntington Park; Mr. 

and Mrs. Henry Nussbaum, Philadelphia; 

Mr. and Mrs, Jake Noyes, St. Louis. 
a, 


Ivy Overholzer, Max One, Whitey Olsen, 
R. E. Olsen, Mr. and Mrs. George Overly, 
Kirt Ober; Pat O’Shaugnessy, Boston; 
Ross Ogilvie, Chris Olsen, Mr, and Mrs, 
M. E. Oster. 


— 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Pickering, Mis- 
sion Beach; William D. Pink; Chester 
Pelke, Al G. Barnes and _ “Sells-Floto 
Circus; Mr, and Mrs. Wallace Porteus, 
Tillie Palmattier, Charles H. (Buddy) 
Priest, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Priest, Mrs. 
William Pink; Captain and Mrs. Frank 
Phillips, California Zoo Park; Ed S. Pen- 
rath; Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Purvis, Cam- 
den, N. J.; E. Pickard, Mr. and Mrs. E. 
H. Pennington, Mr. and Mrs. George 
Peavey; Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Perry, Los 
Angeles General Hospital; Mr. and Mrs. 
B. FP. Patton; Mr. and Mrs. Gene Patrick, 
San Francisco; Gus Parrish, Norman 


tance, Hugh Quarles. 
= = 

Mr. and Mrs. S. E. Rogers, 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox Studios; Mrs. Rose Risard; 
Claude Renner, White City Shows; Vivian 
Rosard, Ray B. Rosard, B. R. Rosard, Mrs. 
Rose Rosard; Milt and Pearl Runkle, 
United Shows; Mr. and Mrs. R. P. Rigby, 
Mr. and Mrs. Prank P..Redmond; W. J. 
Richards, California Zoo Park; Mr. and 
Mrs. H. C. Rawlings; Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Rabin, Majestic Poster Press; Mrs.. Vin- 
cent Raffaele, Mrs. J. G. (Spot) Ragland, 
Harry Rinehart, Mrs. and Mrs. George 
Respess; Mr. and Mrs. Mert Rasmussen, 
Fresno; Mr. and Mrs. G. FP. Ratner, San 
Diego; Mr. and Mrs. F, D. Replogle. 


: ipo 

Dr. and Mrs. Ralph E. Smith, Mr. and 
Mrs. Vernon Summerfield, Patrick Fran- 
cis Shanley, Mrs. Ralpf and Louise 
Schaffer, Zeiger’s Shows; Walter Silver- 
berg, Cleveland Schultz, Barbara Smith, 
Frank M. Smith, Myrtle Stanley, E. P. 
Salsbury; Alexander Swan, Hollywood 
Citizen-News; Ben Shaffer, Mel H. Smith, 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Shute, Henry Mack 
Smith, Bert Sullivan, Jack Schaller, Tony 
Schaller, Virginia Schaller, Mrs. Bess 
Shafer, Mrs. E. W. Smith, Ed Smith- 
son, George Silver, Fred Stewart, Fred 
Shafer, Mrs. Mary Stewart; Harry 
Stewart, Inglewood; Harriet Senft, Mrs. 
Melvin Shipley, Fred Sievert, Melvin 
Shipley, E. L. Stephens, Mrs. Cleveland 
Schultz, Mr. and Mrs. George Sim- 
monds, Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Stehle, Mr. 


and Mrs. Ned Sterling, Mrs. E. K. Sauer, +} 


Cliff Sibbet, Mort Sayers, Mr. and Mrs. 
D. E. Smith; Mr. and Mrs. F. J. Shirley, 
Denver; Mr. and Mrs. B. F. Smithley, 
Ernie Seile, Harry Sussman. 


Ray, Velma and Henry Tetzlaff, Mr. and 
Mrs. Kenyon Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Taylor, George Tipton, George Thayer, Joe 
Thomas, Mike Tierney, S. G. Tully, W. E. 
Taggart, Mr. and Mrs. Buell Tinney; 
Sam Thompson, Foster-Kleiser Advertis- 
ing Company; Mr. and Mrs. Ted Tenney, 
Mr. and Mrs. Doc Thearles, Mr. and Mrs. 
J. G. Thorsen, Martin Tuohy, Frank Tip- 
ker, Mrs. Mary —— Mrs. Don Tyler. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sorbert Usher, White 
City Shows; Mr. and Mrs. Tom Urqu- 
hart, Roanoke, Va.; Mr, and Mrs. Matt 
Unger. s 


Val Vino, Crafts’ 20 Big Shows; Dade 
Vernon, Anna Veldt. 


— = 
Mr. and Mrs. Will Wright, Golden State 
Shows; Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Webber, 
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** America’s Best Amusements”’ 


NOW BOOKING FOR 1938 SEASON 


Can place several Attractions of merit. 


Side Show; very liberal proposition. 


Now Booking Concessions. Write us. 


Can Place any New Riding Devices. 


Winter Quarters—Fairgrounds, Salisbury, N. C. 


Want especially a Real Circus 


BEN WEISS Concession Co._ 


CLEAN MERITORIOUS ATTRACTIONS 


SINCE 1910 


LARGEST 


TRAVELING 
BINGO’S 


CUSHIONED 


+: ab: a= 4b =a) 4 -« > 


DATE & 
AIR , 


Permanent Office Address: 1108 Avenue R, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Now be 1 at pe vam Miami, 


BEN WEISS 


Florida. 


MERRY XMAS 


. Mechanical City, Fun House. 


Show that can get MONEY. 


Will sell X on Cookhouse, 


Sensational Free 
ow. 


operation, contact us. 


HAPPY NEW YEAR 


CRESCENT AMUSEMENT CO. WART 


OPENING IN SOUTH CEORCIA, MARCH 11, 1938 
SHOWS—Monkey, Illusion, Penny Arcade. Any Pit or Platform 
RIDES—We own our own. Will book Kiddie Plane, Pony Track, U-Drive-’Em Cars. 
CONCESSIONS—Must be strictly legitimate, work for stock ONLY and not over 10c. 
tively no flat joints or racket. Diggers, Photos, 
tt. 


Mi 
FREE ACTS—Want two High Acts—High Dive 
FOR SALE—Tangley Calliope, EZ Freeze Custard Machine, Wax 
FAIR SECRETARIES and COMMITTEES yy O modern amusement company with attractive 
equipment, Entertaining Shows, Clean Courteous 


High Wire. 


ncessions, Efficient Employees, 


All Address 408 a 


Carolina. 
L. C. McHENRY, Manager. SHERMAN HUSTED, Agent. 


Posi- . 
American 


Co- 


NORTHWESTERN SHOWS 


nt at once who can and will deliver the goods. No manager wanted. 


WANT General A 


South Miss. Fairgrounds, Laurel, Miss. 


MAYNES - ILLIONS 
PATENTED NOVELTY 
RIDES, INC. 


Extend Greetings 


TO ALL THEIR FRIENDS. 
Winter ae ~e  -qarceame Shows, 


Holiday Greetings 


TO ALL OUR “alt AND CUSTOMERS 
who helped to mate 1937 our Record Yeor. 


BRIGHTON LAMP co. INC, 
19 HUDSON 8T., w, York CIty. 
Write for 1938 Price 


Clark’s Greater Shows; A. E. Weber, Ar- 
cade Printing Company; Walter Wil- 
liams; A. C. Wilson, Warner Bros.; Mr. 
and Mrs. Charles J. Walpert, West Coast 


furnish satisfactory reference. In order to save your time and ours, 
kindly do not misrepresent; we are not interested in a Banner Man or Heat Creator. 


Must have car an . 
Worth-while salary paid, starting when engaged. 
; 
‘ 
: 


oon pape ny tg of all am (except or. oe Arcade, . ui 
me ik Bottles an on Came). OOK any small, neat appearing w that does not , 
Amusement Company; Florence Webber, conflict with Ten-in-One, Snake Show or Educated Chimp Show. No Girl Show carried. 
Clark’s Greater Shows; Mrs. A. C. Wil- Season opens April 2, in Detroit vicinity, first four weeks already contracted. ; 


son; Nellie Williams; Frank Whitbeck, F. L. FLACK, Manager, NORTHWESTERN SHOWS. | 
MGM Studios; C. M. Webber, Ben H. 36 East Woodbridge Street, Detroit, Mich., or Coldwater, Mich. a 
Martin’s Shows; Gale Whitney, Martin’s : ' 
United Shows; Mrs. C. Wrightsman, : 


Wrightsman Shows; Leon Whitney, Mar- P a5 
tin’s United Shows; Prank Ward, Zeiger’s reeting. ; oi 
Shows; May M. Ward, Zeiger’s Shows; G s to All Show olks | 
ston, ‘Diana wave, ato. funy weacie- | FOLEY & BURK SHOWS iy 
6 * ” : 
Amusement Enterprises; Mrs. Jessie Best in the West 1h 
Weber, Mr. and — Woodworth. “Always An Opening for An Attraction of Merit.” : 


sition; Diana White, Mrs. Ruby Weddle- 
ton; Mr. and Mrs. Roger Warren, Crafts’ 
NOW—Booking for Season 1938 ig 
603 Humboldt Bank Bidg., SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. a 


20 Big Shows; Phil Williams, Crafts’ 


Rose Young. 


Mr. and Mrs. C. FP. Zeiger, 
Shows. 


Zeiger’s 
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100 The Billboard 


CARNIVALS 


Officers: 


JOHN W. WILSON 
President 


MAX COHEN 
General Counsel-Secretary-Treasurer 


Heart of Cmetica 


Chowmen’s Club 


Reid Hotel, 1001 Broadway 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 25.—At the 
last regular meeting Brother Art Brainerd 
filled the chair that was vacant on ace 
count of President Ruback’s being absent 
from the city. Brainerd carried the 
affairs of the club on from where Ru- 
back left off, as the meeting of the 
previous week was not completed. Nomi- 
nation of officers of the club was made 
and the election was held Thursday, 
December 23. 

Many members were present, as they 
had started to arrive for the holiday 
convention. 

Clubrooms are in tiptop shape and a 
large Christmas tree 30 feet high Was 
erected in the lobby of the hotel, with 
all new deccrations. The club will hold 
open house from Christmas to after New 
Year’s Day has ended. , 

On December 30 the tackey party will 
be held in the Reid Hotel. This dance 
and party has become an annual affair 
that all members look forward to. 

December 31 will be the banquet and 
ball at the President Hotel and the in- 
stallation of new officers and the award- 


_ing of prizes to the winners of the 


membership drive. 

The drive is going at top speed and it 
looks like the winner will be between 
Harry Altshuler, who at present is hold- 
ing first place, and Benny Hyman, who 
is in second place. If you are interested 
send in your new members and state 
who is to receive the credit. 

All the affairs of the club are to be 
ably ‘supported by the ladies of the 
auxiliary, as on them the ciub depends 
for a great deal of its success. 

Dan MacGuggin left to visit his sister 
in Iowa. C. E. Medows arrived. Abner 
K. Kline will spend the holidays here. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Francis arrived for 
the club's parties. R. E. Haney is in for 
the banquet and ball. 

Ben Spencer left for the South, where 


FLOYD E. GOODING 
First Vice-President 


OSCAR BLOOM 
Director 


JAMES E. STRATES 
Director 


JOHN FRANCIS 
Second Vice-President 


JAMES W. CONKLIN 
Director 


PAUL M. CONWAY 
‘ Associate Counsel 


he will do some building on rides for the 
Western States Shows. 
Ladies’ Auxiliary 

After a successful two days of the 
bazaar the ladies were called to order 
by First Vice-President Myrtle Duncan. 
Twenty-six members present. 

Reports of all committees were given. 
Chairman of the entertainment com- 
mittee reported that everything was set 
for the annual luncheon December 30. 
She would like to know definitely how 
many will be present. Mrs, Duncan asked 
what the auxiliary should do about 
giving something for the poor and $5 
was voted to be given to the Shoe Pund 
of The Kansas City Journal-Post. Tak- 
ing care of a poor family during the 
holidays was decided upon. 

Next meeting will be December 29 
(Wednesday), when the installation of 
officers will take place. Mrs, C. W. 
Parker is to be mistress of ceremonies. 
This date will also mark the end of the 
membership drive. 

Bird Brainerd and Virginia Kline, be- 
ing the only two members present on 
the cemetery committee, were delegated 


to see about decorating the graves and 
monument. 


As there is only one ticket, Elizabeth 
Yearout, secretary, was instructed to 
cast a unanimous vote for the following 
officers: President, Myrtle Duncan; first 
vice-president, Gertrude Parker Allen; 
second vice-president, Lettie White; 
third vice-president, Virginia Kline; sec- 
retary, Elizabeth /Yearout; treasurer, 
Helen Brainerd Smith; board of direc- 
tors, Mrs. C. W. Parker (chairman), 
Hattie Howk, Jess Nathan, Bird Brainerd, 
Irene Lackmann, Margaret Haney, Viola 
Fairly, Sally Stevens, Ruth Martone, 
Anna Rosselli, Grace Goss, Mary Francis, 
Lucille Parker Heminway, Ellen Cramer 
and Martha Walters. Reported by Helen 
Brainerd Smith. 


PHENIX CITY, Ala., Dec. 25.—Mr. and 
Mrs, L. E. Roth, executive heads of the 
Blue Ribbon Shows, were among the re- 
cent arrivals here for the holiday period. 
Following New Year's Day full plans for 
the 1938 season will be announced by 
General Manager Roth. 
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and Directors American Carnivals Association 


ARTHUR LEWIS 
Associate Secretary-Treasurer 


HARRY DUNKEL 
Director 


Ct. Louis 


ST. LOUIS, Dec. 25.—The clubrooms 
of the International Association of 
Showmen, located in the Maryland 
Hotel, are now the popular meeting 
Place of the outdoor showmen passing 
thru the city. The rooms are open from 
11 a.m., daily until the wee small hours 
of the morning, or until last bridge 
game is finally played. 


L. 8. Hogan, general agent of the 
Rubin & Cherry Exposition, is visiting 
his many friends here, 


Mr. and Mrs. James C. Simpson, of the 
Johnny J. Jones Exposition, are among 
other show people spending the holidays 
with their relatives here. Morris Lipsky, 
of the same show, will sojourn with his 
mother and brothers here until after the 
new year. ? 

Louis Isler, owner of the Isler Shows 
was among The Billboard office visitors 
Monday, while en route to his home in 
Chapman, Kan. He advised that Pete 
Rust, ride and concession owner, will be 
with his show the coming season. 

W. H. (Bill) Rice, general agent of the 
Mighty Sheesley Midway, is here making 
railroad contracts. The show will play 
west this year and Rice has already quite 
a few fairs booked in the Middle West- 
ern States. 

Jimmy Morrissey, of the Baker-Lock- 
wood Manufacturing Company, was in 
the city for several days, calling on the 


(See ST. LOUIS on page 102) 


Chetetinatltin Year Street Fair 
Moves to Outskirts of Paris 


PARIS, Dec. 20—The one-time popular 
Christmas-New Year’s street fair, for- 
merly held in the heart of the Mont- 
martre cabaret belt, has been shunted to 
the outskirts of Paris. It is along the 
deserted Boulevard Ney and refuses to 
take root. Small groups of rides, lot- 
teries and games will dDperate as usual 
over the holiday period in various quar- 
ters of Paris. Big street fairs are unde’ 
way at Lille, Lyons, Nice and many 
other cities in France. 
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Hennies Bros. 


Start Work 


Harry and Orville both op- 

timistic regarding °38 sea- 

son, planning accordingly 
e 


SHREVEPORT, La., Dec. 25.—Harry W. 
and Orville W. Hennies returned to 
winter quarters after an extended busi- 
ness trip during which time they at- 
tended the Chicago convention and fair 
meetings in various Midwest cities. Both 
are now on the job supervising the com- 
plete rebuilding of the show for the 
coming season. 


Robert L. Lohmar, general representa- 
tive, is now at work completing the 
bookings. Both Hennieses are optimisti- 
cally predicting that the 1938 tour will 
prove even better than the past season. 
They are making elaborate preparations 
toward having one of the finest outdoor 
organizations on the road. 


Many new attractions have been en- 
gaged. All new show fronts of chromium 
steel and nickel will replace the present 
fronts and the canvas will be mostly 
new. A crew of workmen started build- 
ing wagons soon after the show pulled 
into quarters, and all departments are 
operating as per schedule. 


Kemp To Build New Drome 


Bill Kemp will arrive here soon after 
New Year’s to construct a new Motor- 
drome of the latest design. Miles Riley 
is in charge of the lions. Bobby Wicks, 
master artist, has added two more paint- 
ers to his department and the show- 
front designs are developing into mas- 
terpieces of modernistic art. 


Cliff Liles, owner of the Park Amuse- 
ment Company, and Jack Wilkinson, 
concession manager, spent three days 
visiting the Hennies brothers and de- 
parted for Lake Charles, La. Al Butler, 
contracting agent for the Ringling- 
Barnum Circus, is in town managing the 
Holy Land Exhibition at the Municipal 
Auditorium and spent a day at the Hen- 
nies’ quarters. The following showfolk 
paid a visit while in town: Al Clarkson, 
Grant and Bobby Chandler, S. B. Doyle, 
Johnny and Hazel Beam. 


P. J. McLane, trainmaster, was made 


_happy when his wife and infant daugh- 


ter arrived from Richmond, Va. McLane 


THE 5 STAR HIT 
VAGABOND COACH 


PRT: ss | 


MORE— 
Safe 
— Pee 
eany *% Homelike 


* Attractive 
FOLDER = & Dollar for dollar value 


Be sure to see the 1938 Vagabond before 
you BUY 


VAGABOND COACH MFG. COMPANY 


503 Grand River, New Hudson, Mich. 
5 UTORS 


ALS TRAILERS 


FACTORY—623 8S. Clay Streef. 
SALESROOMS ALSO AT 
22 S. Perry Street, Day on, O. 
2103 West Main Street, Springfield, 0. 


DISTRIB- 


To our friends, the show folks, we 


extend the season’s greetings, and 
our thanks for past patronage. 


SELLHORN 


EAST LANSING, MICH. — SARASOTA, FLA. 


is in charge of quarters’ activities. 
Homer and Addie Gillihand are spending 
their winter months in Dyersburg, Tenn. 
Clint Nogel, the Penny Arcade man, 
opened downtown and reports good busi- 
ness. The show will have an entirely 
new line of pictorial paper and two ad- 
vertising trucks in advance for the com- 
fing tour. Reported by Walter D. Nealand. 


Johnnie Bullock on 
Vacation in N. O. 


NEW ORLEANS, Dec. 25.—Johnnie 
Bullock, general manager of the Bullock 
Amusement Enterprises, arrived here re- 
cently on vacation and to see the horse 
races and reports that he is holding his 
own. 

Bullock will leave for South Carolina 
next week and will attend fair meetings 
south and east. On arrival in Sumter, 
S. C., he will be joined by his general 
agent, E. A. Murray, who will come up 
from St. Petersburg, Fla., following his 
vacation in that city. 

Work will not start in the winter 
quarters until February 1, Bullock an- 
nounced. Building then will be under 
the direction of Buddy Weaver, head of 
the show’s mechanical department. The 
personnel of the show will remain about 
the same as last season, General Man- 
ager Bullock concluded during his talk 
with a representatives of The Billboard. 


Krause Amusement Company 
To Again Play Church Auspices 


DETROIT, Dec. 25.—Plans are now 
being completed by the Krause Amuse- 
ment Company, operated by Beulah and 
Prank Miller. This carnival organization 
will go out in the local territory coming 
season almost entirely under auspices 
of church and similar organizations, 
as was done last season. Concessions 
will be operated by McElroy and Mc- 
Intyre. 


(lade p (G 

PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 25.—Business at 
museums continues fair, but below last 
year. 

Eighth Street Museum has DeWise, 
handless determination; Popeyes, sailor; 
Jack Garrison, glass blowing; Tattooes 
Van, Poses Plastique, illusions. Dancing 
girls in annex. 

South Street presents this week John- 
ny Williams’ Colored Revue; Excella, 
physical culture exhibition; Arthur 
Treacy, sword swallowing; Eduardo, 
magician; Mme. Orva, mentalist. Annex, 
dancing girls. 

Oscar C. Buck passed thru the city on 
way to winter quarters, but returns to 
New York for the holidays. 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—L. C. (Ted) 
Miller, press agent, announced this week 
that he severed connections with the 
Hennies Bros.’ Shows and that he will 
announce his new position in the near 
future. Miller, who press agented the 
Cetlin & Wilson Shows in 1937, was 
signed recently by Orville W. and Harry 
W. Hennies to act in the same capacity 
on their show. 


O 
My 
Chest 


By LEONARD TRAUBE 


I HAVE been talking to a carnival 
owner who only recently (a year or 
two ago) entered the ranks of the im- 
presarios but who for years operated 
game concessions. Such a man should 
have some interesting things to say on 
the subject of Convessioners versus 
Owners. He had and did. 


As operator of games he didn’t care 
a hoot about the rides and shows. He 
admitted that he and his agents took 
their best hold. 


As a show owner he is very much 
concerned about the type of stores on 
his midway. He knows definitely that 
an honestly operated store helps the at- 
tractions and that a dishonestly operated 
store hurts them. 


He says that if he ever goes back to 
games he will know better, for he has 
learned his lesson. He states that if 
concessioners were afforded the privilege 
of piloting a show they would under- 
stand just what the attractions are up 
against when they are preceded by an 
array of off-color joints on the midway 
stretch. They would also know that 
honest stores stimuiate business at rides 
and shows. 

Experience has shown that the G men 
(not to be confused with special agents 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation) 
are hardly if ever concerned with the 
welfare of the show and show manage- 
ment. By being deliberately or naturally 
ignorant of same they eventually impair 
their own opportunities for bigger and 
better money making. 

Many carnival owners can blame 
themselves for the machinations of their 
concessioners because they have been 
known to aid and abet perpetrations 
aimed at suckerizing the public. 

However, this is the Holiday Greetings 
edition of Billyboy and we must all be 
charitable in our opinions. Just the 
Same, one can’t help pointing to the 
record. The record shows that the best 
index to the quality of a carnival or- 
ganization is in the concession spread. 

No publication is better than its ad- 
vertising, and no carnival is better than 
its games. 


CARTHAGE, N. C., Dec. 25—Paul H. 
Waddill, secretary-treasurer of the Moore 
County Agricultural Fair here, an- 
nounced this week that he booked the 
Sam Lawrence Shows to furnish the 
midway for the 1938 event. 


DETROIT, Dec. 25.—The Great Grav- 
ityo, the man of thrills and side shows, 
plans to open a museum in this city 
following New Year’s. During the past 
week he has been employed presenting 
Christmas’ entertainments for a booking 
firm in Indianapolis, Ind. 


Send In a Sketch of Y our Life; 
It Is Not a Bad Idea! 


This Holiday Greetings Number is an opportune occasion to call the 
attention of carnival folk to the need of The Billboard’s having biographical 
data relative to themselves in its files. Many times each year The Bill- 
board receives sparsely worded reports (often telegraphed in a few words) 
of carnivat folk having passed on, in numerous instances at near-to-press 
time; likewise, in cases of critical injuries or illness. 


Some reports have merely stated: ‘‘.. 


died here today.’’ 


This publication has biographical data on thousands of show people. 


It needs such important matter concerning all of them. In cases of sudden 
death, providing addresses of relatives is an important item. Such needed 
information regarding many ‘‘well known’’ (in the common way of clas- 


sification) showfolk is not at hand. 


The principal points needed are: name, home address, address of a 
near relative or relatives (to notify in emergency cases, especially), age, 
what show or shows connected with and in what capacities, when entered 
the profession and any other particulars individuals can provide. Each 


collection of data should bear date 


of writing. 


The Billboard has blanks to be filled out relative to the above. If you 
want them address The Billboard, Editorial, 25 Opera place, Cincinnati, O. 


= 


N Pacific Coast 
B Chowmen’s ssn 


730 South Grand Avenue, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Ladies’ Auxiliary 


LOS ANGELES, Dec. 25.—The regular 
meeting of the auxiliary was called to 
order Monday, December 13. President 
Peggy Forstall presided and all officers, 
with one exception, present. 

Secretary Ruby Kirkendall. again with 
us, reported a fine time on her trip east. 

Mrs. J. Ed Brown, Amelia Earles, Mabel 
Stark, Josephine Leos, Leah Sturm, 
Stella Brake, Margaret Farmer, Leona 
Cook, Nettie Pulley, May Stuart, Marge 
Corey; and also two new members, 
Bertha Grubbs and Irene Goldberg, 
helped to swell the list of 72 members 
present. Many responded to the presi- 
dent’s invitation to say a few words to 
the club members. 

Marlo LeFors expressed her thanks to 
the auxiliary for flowers sent during her 
recent illness. 

The bank award went to Jean Mar- 
shall and she donated $3 to buy trim- 
mings for the Christmas tree. 

Committeewoman Marlo LeFors re- 
ported plans ready for the installation 
dinner. It will be held January 3. 

Auxiliary officers and members wish 
to extend through The Billboard greet- 
ings and best wishes for a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year to our 
sisters of the Heart of America Ladies’ 
Auxiliary. 

Sandwiches, cake and coffee were 
served and the club signed off. Re- 
ported by Inez Walsh. , 


CGmetican Carnivals 


Cssociation, Ine. 
By MAX COHEN 


ROCHESTER, N. Y., Dec. 25. — The 
association starts another year cognizant 
of the fact that it has been progressing 
in the right direction and that its pur- 
pose and efforts are beginning to be un- 
derstood and are meriting approval. 

It is our plan during the coming year 
to continue the series of articles on the 
legal phases of various subjects and 
would appreciate hearing from the mem- 
bers of the association as to their pref- 
erences of the subjects to be considered. 

We wish to acknowledge receipt of 
Christmas greetings in behalf of the 
association from L. C. Miller, who, dur- 
ing the last season, was publicity agent 
for Cetlin & Wilson Shows. 

A visitor at the ACA office during the 
past week was Eddie Rahn, general agent 
for Max Gruberg’s World’s Exposition 
Shows. 

We wish everyone a happy, prosperous 
and successful 1938. 


Mrs. Babcock in Auto Crash 


MIAMI, Fla., Dec. 25.—Mrs. Emergene 
Babcock, wife of Oscar V. Babeock, is 
recovering slowly in Jackson Memorial 
Hospital here from a fracture of the 
spine sustained in an auto accident on 
November 15 near Fort Pierce, Fla. With 
her husband, of bicycle loop-the-loop 
note, she was on her way from Illinois 
to Miarni, where the former was to open 
an engagement in Funland Park. A 
brace is being fitted for Mrs. Babcock 
and her husband reports that she ex- 
pects to leave the hospital in a few days. 


ALBUQUERQUE, N. M., Dec. 25.—The 
Yellowstone Shows closed a season of 33 
weeks at Post, Tex., and shipped here to 
quarters, where it has been wintered for 
the past six years. The tour was success- 
ful thru New Mexico, Colorado, Utah, 
Wyoming and Texas, according to W. B. 
Starr for the shows. 


SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 25.—-The Varied 
Amusement Enterprises recently or- 
ganized in this city lists John A. Pollitt, 
Carl F. Holt, Arthur P. Craner and Harry 
Cooper as affiliated. The company has 
opened offices in a downtown theater 
building. 


SOL'S LIBERTY SHOWS 


NOW BOOKING FOR SEASON 1938. 
Address: SAM SOLOM 


Box 223, Caruthersville, Mo. 
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evens! 


Spon sored Events 


Veteran, Lodge and Other Organization Festivities 


I 


Conducted CLAUDE R. ELLIS 
{Communications to 25-27 Opera Place, Cincinnati, O.) 


Pittsburghers Are Laying 


Plans 


For Sesquicentennial Celebration 


PITTSBURGH, Dec. 25.—Plans have 
been started for an Allegheny County 
Sesquicentennial next summer and fall, 
celebrating the 150th anniversary of the 
county’s founding. Harmar Denny, scion 
of the city’s first mayor, has been 
elected permanent chairman of the Ses- 
quicentennial Commission, whose hono- 


Circus for Police-Legion 
Contracted in Peoria, Tl. 


PEORIA, Tll., Dec. 25.—For the first 
time since 1929 an indoor circus will 
appear here when Carter Bros.’ unit, 
managed by Nick Carter and Harold 
Voise, plays five days under auspices of 
police department and American Legion, 
Carter reports. 

Jimmie McGee has been engaged to 
handle advance details and Thomas F. 
(Skinny) Dawson is press agent. Other 
staff members are H. E. Colvin, radio 
and educational director; Victor Rob- 
bins, musical director, and Ray Dean, 
personnel director. Unit is traveling in 
five cars, three 70-foot baggage cars and 
two Pullmans. 

Carter and Voise, both with Cole Bros.’ 
Circus last season, are using a number 
of acts from that show, including Hob- 
son Family, bareback riders; Hardld 
Barnes, wire walker, Flying Ilingtons; 
Capt. John Smith, Liberty horses; Wells 
Trio, and aerialists, including Billie 
Cooke, Gene Evans, Wanda Waltz, Mary 
Matson, Clare Everett and Martha 


Fordyce. 
Big Acts for Texas Elks 


SAN ANTONIO, Dec. 25.—Acts listed 
on the program of the Elks’ Circus here 
on December 17-19 were Dorothy, Shet- 
land pony drill; La Pettite Corrinne, 
cloud swing; Aerial Eatons; Dearo and 
Corrinne, contortion and double slack 
wire; Harrold’s Elephants; Christy’s 
menage and Liberty horses and bucking 
mule; Three Leonardos, tumbling; Eddie 
Sheeler, cycling and comedy slack wire; 
Hal Silvers, bounding wire; Blondin 
Rellim, high wire, and Flying Valentines. 
Clown numbers were presented by Jack 
Arnott and Danny McBride. Edgar 
Rodgers’ Band accompanied. 


PE oe 


Now booking dates for 1938. 
Celebrations, Special Events, 
Fairs and Parks. 


SEE INSIDE FRONT COVER 


PERMANENT ADDRESS 
Care of The Billboard, Cincinnati, 0. 


WANT MORE REVENUE 
for 
YOUR ORGANIZATION? 
| Read | 
“BINGO BUSINESS” 

A Column About Bingo in the 
WHOLESALE MERCHANDISE 
Department 
THIS WEEK and EVERY WEEK 


rary heads will be County Commission- 
ers John Kane, George Rankin Jr. and 
John §. Herron, Mayor Cornelius Scully, 
mayors of McKeesport, Duquesne and 
Clairton and burgesses of all county 
boros. 

Plans tentatively include a big exposi- 
tion to be climaxed in September with 
a celebration commemorating the found- 
ing date. Treasurer of the sesqui is 
Banker Arthur E. Braun; secretary, Cliff 
Ryan, chief clerk of county commis- 
sioners; finance committee chairman, 
Banker Louis H. Goethoefer. Honorary 
vice-chairmen are Mrs. R. B. Mellon and 
Mrs. Hemry R. Rea. More than 50 busi- 
ness, professional and civic leaders are 
members of the planning committee. 


Pro Acts Are To Repeat 
At K. C. Christmas Party 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 25.—Annual 
mayor’s Christmas tree party in main 
arena of Municipal Auditorium featured 
15 professional acts. More than 10,000 
needy children were guests of Mayor 
Bryce B. Smith. 

On the bill were Marie Arthur Troupe, 
balancers; Tetu Moroto, acrobat; Sonny 
Burnett and Pals, trained ‘dogs; Enos 
Duo, equilibrists; Prince Budda, Punch 
and Judy; Jacqueline Teeter, acrobat; 
Two Roberts, perch; Zeppo, human 
monkey: Dare-Devil Dault, perch; Henry 
Duo, tight wire; Great Marlow, frog man; 
“Tron Jaw” Mott; Frank Arthur, upside- 
down man; the Ortons, acrobats, and 
Jardo, wonder horse. 

Vic Allen, veteran night club emsee, 
presided. George L. Goldman, auditorium 
director, said the event was most suc- 
cessful in history and professional acts 
will be used again in 1938. 


Shorts 


STAFF MEN of Canadian National 
Exhibition, Toronto, headed by General 
Manager Elwood A. Hughes, are directing 
attention to staging in the CNE Auto- 
motive Building, Canada’s First National 
Sports and Boat Show. Plans call for 
tank installation for fishing, log-rolling 
and other free shows with tie-ups to ex- 
hibits. In a sense, the show is prelimi- 
nary to the CNE’s Diamond Jubilee next 
summer. 


HOUSTON Fat Stock and Live Stock 
Exposition, directed by Joe D. Hughes, 
has posted $20,000 in award money for 
the rodeo to be held during the expo- 
sition, and $5,000 in prize money for 
the horse show, reports Jack T. McCully, 
publicity director. Associated with 
Hughes are Frank W. Dew, W. B. Warren, 
Tom Booth, W. A. Lee and Reece Lockett. 
Show is being produced under direction 
of a committee headed by J. W. Sart- 
welle. 


ST. LOUIS—— 
(Continued from page 100) 

show owners wintering here. On Decem- 
ber 15 he celebrated his first anniversary 
with Baker-Lockwood. He advised that 
he moved his family to Kansas City two 
months ago and that he is now a “dyed- 
in-the-wool” Kansas Citian. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Francis, of the 
Greater Exposition Shows, are at present 
visiting friends in Kansas City. During 
the absence of his parents, J. Crawford 
Francis is in charge of winter quarters of 
the show in East St. Louis. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dee Lang were hosts to 
@ group of show people at their home 
in Belleville, Ill., on Saturday night. 

Charles and Jean De Kreko were among 
The Billboard office visitors on Monday. 
Charles plans on spending the holidays 
here with the family of Andre De Kreko, 
while Jean left on the following day for 
Chicago to spend the holidays there with 


Upswing Continues 


ITH the impetus gained in 1936, the field of sponsored events continued in 

an upswing thru the past year. More acts, rides, shows and concessions were 

demanded by auspices committees in 1937 than ever before in the history 
of outdoor showdom. Not only improved economic conditions had to do with this 
situation, but a further awakening to the social and financial value of celebrations 
was evident among civic, fraternal and divers other organizations. Many bodies 
made their maiden bows as amusement purveyors and hundreds that have oc- 
casionally dipped into such activities repeated while the time appeared ripe and 
the public willing and even eager to patronize properly conducted festivals, cele. 
brations, street fairs, glorified picnics and events commemorating something of 
national, State or local significance. 


Veterans’ organizations were particularly active in presenting attractions on 
holidays with a patriotic background—Decoration Day, Fourth of July and Armis- 
tice Day. Probably more Labor Day observances were tied up with the festival 
spirit than at any time in the history of that holiday. Acts were in demand all 


season and it is being said that any act, considering a heavy call for them at regu- 


lar annual fairs and increased use of them in amusement parks, that encountered 
much unbooked time must have been sadly mediocre or grievously lacking in proper 
exploitation of its talents. 


More Promoters Attracted 


Established promoters of sponsored events reported a busy and satisfactory 
outdoor season and noted the advent into their ranks of new organizers, apparently 
attracted by increased interest of commercial and social organizations and the 
amusement-going public in observances having shows, rides, acts and concessions 
as conspicuous parts of them. Late autumn events drew a number of amuse- 
ment park operators out into the field with rides and concessions after their 
season had closed and many independent concessioners after they had made 
their routes of State, district and county fairs, particulariy in Ohio and neighbor- 
ing States and some parts of the East. 


There was a distinct trend toward the extension of time of many doings 
that formerly had been held on from one to three days. In 1937 celebrations run- 
ning an entire week were not unusual and in some instances two-week events 
were staged. High and platform acts, shows under canvas and riding devices and 
games and other concessions were features of these. Organized carnivals played 
numerous celebrations during weeks which hitherto have been showed at so-called 
still dates. Promotional fairs also appeared to be on the increase and reports are 
that some of these were so successful that the local backers will serve as auspices 
again next year with the idea of establishing annual fairs. 


New Auspices Appeared 

There can be no question that greater interest in organized fai's (it having 
been found that the public is earnestly “fair-minded”) and increased patronage in 
amusement parks and at circuses and carnivals have had a stimulating effect upon 
the celebrations and festivals projected by community leaders and such responsible 
groups as Elks, Shriners, Moose, American Legion, Disabled War Veterans, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars and Rotary, Kiwanis’ and Lions’ clubs and other business and 
civic coteries. This would account for many of the added events in 1937, demand 
for professional entertainment and appearance in this line of work of additional 
promoters and contest workers. Few flops having been registered and reputable 
organizers and promoters insisting upon strong and active committees have con- 
vinced many heretofore timid organizations of the possibilities of money-raising 
campaigns thru the medium of sponsored events. 


Home-talent productions no longer appeal to the exper!=nced ausplées com- 
mittee, and the fact that it has learned of the real appeal ©: professional talent 
and equipment and of their good effects upon net profits has been made known 
pretty generally to the tyros who venture into the field and who want to make no 
mistakes as to presentation and drawing power of what they will contract. Nu- 
merous thrill acts and large carnival companies had pleasant and successful en- 
gagements during the summer at sponsored events and made contacts that will 
bring them back for annual affairs and add more such dates to their itineraries. 


Circuit Idea Discussed 

The last winter season saw more and better indoor circuses, bazaars and 
other activities under reliable promoters and with professional talent. The fall 
and early winter season now on has started off auspiciously, all indoor circus at- 
tendance records having been broken by an annual Shrine event in Toronto and 4 
big success has been scored in Houston, Tex., indicative of a ‘lively winter in this 
sphere if present conditions do not go into a decided slump. 

During the year there has been considerable discussion of the practicability of 
indoor exposition circuits and a number of capable promoters are interested in the 
idea. They see in it many economies as to production of shows, steadier work for 
performers, agents and billers, more rentals for auditoriums and other halls and 
better talking points with which to sell committees on the advantages, financial 
and social, of sponsoring winter expositions or circus-carnivals. 

As an outlet for professional talent in what has been for some years an “off” 
season and as a fund-raising method for groups of all kinds, sponsored events have 
come to the fore in great strides in the past two years and, unless all signs fail, 
the peak of activity in this branch of show business is still far in the distance. 


Curt Rea, operator of the corn game 


his family. 
Dee Lang on the Oliver Amusement Company, ad- 


John Sweeney, of the 


Shows, departed Wednesday for Balti- 
more, where he will spend the holidays 
with his relatives, following which he 
will visit New York and several other 
Eastern points before returnirg to St. 
Louis. ; 

Buff Hottle, penny arcade and digger 
operator, last season with the Dee Lang 
Shows, was in the city this week, and 
advised that he would have an impor- 
tant announcement to make concerning 
the 1938 season following New Year's 
Day. 

Sam Solomon, of Sol’s Liberty Shows, 
drove to St. Louis from winter quarters 
at Caruthersville, Mo., Tuesday, spend- 
ing the day on a buying expedition. 

Margaret Maddox, sister of Mrs. J. 
Crawford Prancis, is visiting with Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Crawford Francis and will 
remain with them until the middle of 
January. 


vises that he is located for the winter 
in Sarasota, Fla., where, according to 
him, he “browses around the winter 
quarters of the ‘biggest show on earth’ 
and on the side tries to catch a big 
fish occasionally.” 


C. R. Armstrong, of the Wallace Bros.’ 
Shows, passed thru St. Louis this week, 
en route to his home in Gridley, Kan. 
where he will spend the holidays with 
his relatives. 


Mrs. W. H. J. Shaw and Hazel Shaw, 
of W. H. J. Shaw Wax Figure Studios, 
have located their new place of business 
in this city. They returned recently 
from a three months’ vacation trip oD 
the West Coast. 

Harry G. Corry, last season with the 
Hennies Bros.’ Shows, left last week for 
Los Angeles, Calif., where he plans oD 
spertding the next several montis. 
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Hartmann 
Broadcast 


N PIGGOTT is one of the finest 
cemeteries in Arkansas. And, 
strange as it may seem, it is kept in 
that condition thru money raised by 
staging a Fourth of July carnival an- 
nually. 

Every small town has its cemetery 
problem. In Piggott it was solved 12 
years ago. At 
that time the old 
cemetery was get- 
ting crowded and 
an addition was 
needed. Money 
for the upkeep of 
the old cemetery 
was difficult to 
raise and because 
of that it seemed 
almost impossible 
to proceed with 
the addition. Resi- 
dents got together 
at a mass meeting, 
worked out the 
annual carnival plan, and a cemetery 
association was organized. An execu- 
tive board of five members was chosen 
to attend to all business concerning the 
cemetery and handle the appointment 
of committees for the carnival. 


Not one of the carnivals held since 
then has been a failure, and all because 
the whole town is behind it. Every 
place of business is closed tight on the 
Fourth, and there is: hardly anything 
in town that cannot be purchased on 
the carnival grounds. 

Of course, to give the event the real 
carnival spirit, rides and other equip- 
ment were necessary, and today the as- 
sociation has at least $5,000 invested 
therein. Only recently a large Chair- 
plane was purchased from a carnival 
company and this will be in operation 
at next year’s event. 


All rides and concessions are operated 
by residents of the town, and they 
are said to have become quite ef- 
ficient in this work. 

It is quite a compliment to the car- 
nival business to have Piggott select 
that form of amusement as the most 
desirable for its annual affair. The 
success of this, since its inception 12 
years ago, easily proves fhat the se- 
lection was a happy one. 

The Piggott venture also might be 
taken as a lesson to traveling carnival 
companies and independent midway at- 
tractions and concessions to be careful 
of their treatment to the public and 
not resort to practices that might cause 
a spreading of the idea of home-guard 
carnival operation. 


ee Oe 

THER it was written out of 
prejudice or not we cannot say, but 
one thing sure, an editorial in a recent 
issue of The Jackson (Miss.) Daily 
News will do untold harm to the car- 
nival industry. Only one carnival was 
concerned, but still the editorial in- 
directly reflects upon the whole in- 
dustry from the standpoint of charity. 
And everybody knows, or should know, 
that. showfolk are the most charitable 
People on earth, both during war and 
Peace times. The editorial, headed 

‘‘Hearts Are Still Warm,’’ reads: 
**Here’s a story that ought to give 
you a heart throb. It may cause your 

cardiac organ to thump violently. 
**More than four weeks ago a cheap 
carnival show was journeying into 
Greenwood. A collision occurred. A 
truck overturned. Emery Smith, car- 
nival employee, was badly burned and 
internally injured. He was picked up 
and carried to the King’s Daughters 
Hospital at Greenwood. There he re- 
ceived the best medical treatment that 
the best doctors and nurses in Green- 
wood could give. He had no money in 
his purse. No relatives, insofar as 
Papers on his person could show. He 

(See BROADCAST on page 112) 


A. C. HARTMANN 


A. C. Steel Pier 


ATLANTIC CITY, Dec. 25.—The winter 
shutdown will have no ill effect upon 
Steel Pier’s spring and summer season, 
according to President Frank P. Gravatt, 
who said he will feature his European 
circus. This aerial show, which has 
been built up over a period of years, 
will have all new feature acts except 
the 220-foot pole act. Pier’s water circus, 
which also performs in this arena, will 
be reorganized due to the recent death 
of its operator, Capt. Frank Sterling. 

Popularity of mechanical walkthrus 
and exhibits has caused an enlargement 
of the lower deck of the pier-front on 
the ocean. Workmen are preparing for 
this enlargement, which will bring the 
last walkthru almost to the water’s 
edge. Larkin Haunted Castle, a pier 
favorite for years, will undergo repairs 
and enlargement. New marine exhibits 
will be installed and Mr. Gravatt said 
he is contracting for about four new 
mechanical exhibits. Seidman Ameri- 
cana exhibit is being kept intact and 
will have some enlargements. 


Will Continue 


S$ With Aerial Bill and Other Acts 


Frank Elliott Steel Pier Minstrels, a 
pier feature since 1898, will come out 
with all new features and acts, with 
numerous acts changing weekly. This 
policy was followed successfully this 
year. While names will predominate, 
Mr. Gravatt is seeking numerous small 
exhibits for various corners of the pier. 
Enlargements to be started in early 
spring will give additional floor space 
to the half-mile structure. 

Reopening will be before Easter. Pate 
of pier opera and concert recitals rests 
upon recovery of Jules Falk, who is ill 
in Philadelphia. Holiday season saw 
the pier open on full winter schedule 
with Eddie Peabody heading one big 
bill and Block and Sully another bill 
in the Casino. Hurricane will play a 
week, while dancing is also scheduled. 
Romano brothers, Lou Parker and Al 
Sherman are some of the other names 
booked. Pier will close except on week- 
ends after January 1 with Edward Sher- 
man running Sunday flesh shows. 


Your Wit Parade 


By W. ROY MILLER 


WAIST TIME 
Radio Announcer: ““We regret to an- 
nounce that Miss Fitt, the fat lady of 
circus fame, will not be present tonight 
due to circumferences beyond her con- 
trol.” 
e 86 
STRANGE FOLKS 
The sword swallower who belched a 
sword and got credit for bringing 
up a good — 
a 


HORACE SENSE 

Wife: ““What makes you think Horace 
was intoxicated?” 

Friend: “Well, | saw him walk up 
to the Merry-Go-Round and put $2 on 
a horse.” 

oe = 


A CASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY 

Sidewalk Sydney: “—and with every 
pen you get a solid gold watch.” 

Cop: “Are those really GOLD watches? 

Sidewalk seas ““No—copper.” 


DOUBLE-TALK 
Cireus Manager: ““Where’s the two- 
headed boy?” 


Barker: Aw, he got sore at each 
other and quit.” 


WET WIT 
The alleged comedian was greeted 
by boos from the audience when he ap- 
peared on the stage. Nonchalantly he 
held up his hands for silence and spoke: 
“If you folks will kindly place your 
BOOZE in a bottle I'll drink it later.” 
ee 


TRO-PHY OR NOT TRO-PHY 


Fair One: “What makes you think 
men are smarter than animals?” 
Fair Spieler: ““Well, you don’t see any 
men stuffed and mounted, do you?” 
¢ 


FRUITS OF HIS EFFORTS 


f Ham: “Well, how’d your act go 
over?” 
Another Ditto: ,, Fine. 1 have TWO 
fruit stands now.” 
e.-.<4 


SQUND LIKE A DRAMATICAL ERROR 


Agent: “What do you mean 
ree guys are a comedy team?” 


The Third One: “Well, I’m really 
not part of the team. I'm merely 
the hyphen.” 

Agent: “The HYPHEN?” 

The Third One: “Yeh—the go- 
between.” 

* °¢ 
*S NO US 


b 
" Director (During Snow Scene): “Hey, 
you! Shut off the snow machine!” 
New Prop Man! 
—the SNOW must go on.” 


“You can’t kid me 


ATLANTIC CITY, Dec. 25.— Amuse- 
ment interests were feeling the pre- 
Christmas lull, but ng to reap 
during the holidays with two vaude- 
ville shows, a half dozen pictures and 
couple of night club specials. Hotels 
are going in big for Festival of Lights 
decorations, .one said to have t 
$2,000 on elaborate electrical set-up. With 
little or no publicity going out on the 
city’s Christmas season, business inter- 
ests are hoping and have fingers crossed. 


Steel Pier was opened Christmas 
week. Ethel Rattay’s WPG studio on 
the pier has been moved to front and 
will be a full-week feature. J. Buling- 
ton Jarrett is spending a lot of time 
breaking in a new field for additional 
war relics recently acquired at Burling- 
ton. Central Pier lost Plicker Frolics 
to another location on the ‘walk. Col- 
lier’s costly new exhibit on Million 


' Dollar Pier closed for winter. 


Steve Damico, deputy county clerk, 
tried to get the city to discontinue 
parking meters for the holidays, but 
officials won't listen. First “Go-to- 
Town” bally trips fizzled. Mayor C. D. 
White is rumored considering quitting. 
He is in California and will not return 
for the holidays. Pageant operators 
have ruled out amusement park oper- 
ators as sponsors next year. After 
a while it will be limited to strawberry 
festival promoters. Larry Crowley, new 
head of ACLBA, showing off two bucks 
gotten in Pennsy woods recently. Gov- 
ernor Hoffman, who was given a fare- 
well dinner with 1,800 present, may be 
new Ste’« publicity head. 


Alfredo & Logsdon Museum 


Greenville, Ala. Week ended December 
18. Auspices, American Legion. Location, 
Main street building. Weather, fair, 
tain Saturday. Business, profitable. 

The commander of the American 
Legion here, who owns a popular movie 
house, arranged a seven-day booking for 
this museum. Because of late arrival 
and allowing time for inside set-up, 
museum exhibited only two days of the 
week. Several troupers en route north 
stopped to visit. Several also visited 
from the Walter L. Main Circus, which 
is wintering here. Visitors from C. D. 
Scott’s Shows, Lewis Bros. and Haag 
Bros. Museum held over Christmas week, 
with personnel the same. Reported by 
Louis Louise Logsdon. 


°* Games Are Back on A. C.’s 


Boardwalk During Holidays 


ATLANTIC CITY, Dec. 25.—A Christ- 
mas present was given the resort when 
City Hall put an okeh on games for the 
Boardwalk during the holidays. The 
wooden way has been as dead as yester- 
day’s headline for the past month, with 
many of the game concession men 
headed for Florida. However, orders 
went out this week and all hurried back 
and put lights on again. Concessioners 


(See GAMES ARE BACK on page 111) 


Notes Frou the 


Crossroads 
By NAT GREEN 


OT circus news is in the offing! Now 
that the Ringling reorganization has 
been made, other shows are going ahead 
with the assembling of their 1938 staffs, 
and it is safe to say that there will be 
much switching around of personnel. 
Some of these switches are already pretty 
well set; others are still in the uncertain 
stage. Another couple of weeks should 
bring several definite announcements, 
some of which 
will pack a sur- 
prise. Agents, side 
shows, concerts, 
managers — just 
who is which and 
what is in several 
instances as uncer- 
tain to the shows 
concerned as to 
showmen waiting 
and wondering 
what the line-up 
will be. 
It seems fairly 
certain that none 
of the truck shows 


NAT GREEN 


rails in 1938. Pur- 
chase of new trucks indicates that they 
will continue to travel the highways for 
at least another season, altho it is com- 
mon knowledge that two shows want 
to get on the rails. Any new show of 
consequence, aside from the Col. Tim 
McCoy Wild West, now seems doubtful 
unless a deal can be put thru for a 
well-known title, or the owners decide 
to revive a title. All of these things are 
being sericusly talked of, but it requires 
plenty of hard cash and overcoming cer- 
tain obstacles before they can be put 
in effect. As that requires time, there 
will be no dearth of speculation for the 
hot-stove league to indulge in during 
the winter. 


In another week the winter fair meet- 
ings will be under way, with little let-up 
until the middle of February. It is un- 
fortunate that several meetings overlap 
or are so close together that one can- 
not attend all. It would seem to be to 
the advantage of the fairs to so arrange 
their meetings as to avoid conflict. As 
usual, much interest centers on the Can- 
adian meeting the middle of January. 


& 

We recently had a conference with a 
well-known amusement park executive 
who is considering using free acts in his 
park for the first time. The park in 
question is a large one with an ideal set- 
up for free acts. The right sort of at- 
tractions doubtless would largely increase 
attendance. The park man wanted our 
opinion as to what would be best kind of 
acts to use. We told him that if we could 
answer that question correctly we’d be 
drawing down a large salary as an en- 
tertainment adviser. A survey of what 
other parks have found successful would 
furnish a fair index to other parks’ 
needs, but not an infallible one. 


9 

We understand there is a strong pos- 
sibility that Bill Fields and Bev Kelley 
may be back in the circus game the 
coming season—which would please their 
many friends in that field. . . . Merle 
Evans can’t use his own band at the 
Chicago Shrine Circus, musicians’ union 
rules requiring the use of local musikers. 
- « .» However, Merle is leading the band. 
. . - Sam Gluskin says he’s going to be 
@ real contender for that gold card in 
the Showmen’s League membership drive 
during 1938. . . . If the publicity stories 
in the Chi dailies are correct Dorothy 
Herbert, Ringling riding star, and John- 
ny Farthing, of Ardmore, Okla., will have 
been made one by the time this is in 
print. ... They were to be married in a 
public ceremony at the opening of the 
Shrine Circus on Christmas night... . 
Joe Lewis, clown cop, spending a few 
days in Chi... ditto R. O. Scatterday, 
of the Downie show. . . . Harry Bert 
and J. D. Newman among the Chi ar- 
rivals from Hot Springs. . . . Danny Odom 
sponsored Walter Tratsch, well-known 
amusement-machine man, for member- 
ship in the Showmen’s League. 
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- Scuvenirs and Convalescent Cards. 


104 The Billboard’ 


January 1, 19328 


Classified Advertisements 


COMMERCIAL 
10c a Word 


Minimum—$2.00. CASH WITH COPY. 


Set in uniform style. No cuts. 


No borders. Advertisements sent by 
telegraph will not be inserted unless money is wired with copy. 
serve the right to reject any advertisement or revise copy. 


FORMS CLOSE (in Cincinnati) THURSDAY 


We re 


FOR THE FOLLOWING WEEK'S ISSUE. 


lack Type) 
os WORD (First Line end Name Black Type) 
le WORD (Small Type 
Figure — £ Words at One 
° 


AT LIBERTY 


WORD (First Line Large B 


d Less Than 25c. 


CASH WITH COPY. 


( acts, SONGS ANDPARODIES ) 


ENTERTAINERS-STROLLERS—INCREASE PER- 

centage. Parodies to old and new songs, 
3 for $1.00. COLKAY, 1002 N. Delaware, In- 
dianapolis, Ind. 


SNAPPY VENT ACTS — MONOLOGUES, DIA- 

logues written to your order. Reasonable. 
(No printed matter.) TIZZARD, 17 Suydam 
St., Brooklyn, N. Y. ja8 


AGENTS AND DISTRIBUTORS 
WANTED 


AGENTS—500% PROFIT SELLING COLD LEAF 
Letters for store windows. Free Samples. 
METALLIC CO., 439 N. Clark, Chicago. tfnx 


ACENTS—PROMOTERS OF SALES, PREMIUMS, 

Prizes, Carnivals and Amusements. Manu- 
facturers, Distributors, Salesmen, Dealers of 
See 1937 
Copyrighted Skillwin. Retails 25c, cost 8¢ un- 
assembled, 10c assembled. Suitable for Pitch- 
men and all Merchants year round seller. Good 
for 1939 New York World’s Fair. You must see 
Skillwin to appreciate its value. Send 25c¢ for 
sample. SKILLWIN CO., 418 Pokagon St., 
South Bend, Ind x 


BIG MONEY APPLYING INITIALS ON AUTO- 
mobiles; $1.45 profit on\each sale. Write for 
particulars and free samples. AMERICAN MON- 
OGRAM CO., Dept. 20, Dunellen, N. J, x 
EXPERIENCED SUBSCRIPTION SALESMEN 
wanted for all States. Attractive club na- 


tional magazines. Liberal proposition. PUB- 
LISHER, 715 Shukert Bidg., Kansas City, Mo. 


ja29x 
LORD’S PRAYER ON A PENNY. SELLS ON 
sight. $3.00 per 100. Sample, 10c. PER- 


KINS, care Davidson, 224 North 7th St., St. 
Louis. 


MAKE YOUR OWN PRODUCTS—EARN AMAZ- 

ing profits. Moneymaking Formulas fur- 
nished. Write at once for descriptive circular. 
POPULAR MECHANICS PRESS, M-200 East On- 
tario, Chicago. x 


MAKE PRODUCTS YOURSELF—LATEST FAST 

Sellers. Our “Chemists Approved” Formulas 
tell how. Lowest prices. Catalog free. KEMICO, 
60. Parkridge, III. x 


NO PEDDLING — FREE BOOKLET DESCRIBES 

107 money-making opportunities for start- 
ing own business, home, office. No outfits. 
ELITE, 214 Grand St., New York. ja29x 


PITCHMEN—HERE IS THE WINTER ITEM 

that you need. Sell “I. C.”” Eyeglass Cleaner, 
the new liquid cleaner that not only cleans the 
glasses, but leaves a protective film that pre- 
vents fogging _ yeeegy | Get started on this 


now. Price, $7.20 Gross; Sample, 10c. 
GOLD MEDAL PRODUCTS CO., 133 E. Pearl St., 
Cincinnati, ©. feS 


SELL BY MAIL! PICTURES, CHRISTMAS 

Goods, Books, Novelties, Bargains! Calendars. 
Big profits. Particulars free. F. ELF co, 438 
N. Weils, Chicago. tfnx 


€ ANIMALS, BIRDS AND PETS) 


ALLIGATORS, SNAKES AND LIZARDS FROM 

Florida, Cuba, Central America. 12 as- 
sorted Smal! Snakes, $3.00; 8 assorted Large 
Snakes, $10.00; 14 Water Snakes, $6.00. 
ROSS ALLEN, Silver Springs, Fla. Wire via 
Ocala. ja29x 


ANIMALS, BIRDS AND REPTILES—!IMPORTED 

by MEEMS BROS. G WARD, INC., Box B, 
Oceanside, N. Y. Rockville Center 5006. Write 
for price list. 


THE ROADMAN’S CUIDE—OVER 50 DIFFER- 

ent Money Makers. Quick—Easy! Promote 
attractions, juice, lunch, candy, medicine, for- 
mulas. Buyer’s Guide, $1.00. DIETZ CO., 
27 Miller Building, Toledo, O. jalx 


AGENTS AND SALESMEN 
read 
DIRECT SALES STUFF 


A column about Specialty Salesmen, 
working house-to-house and store- 
to-store 


In the 


WHOLESALE MERCHANDISE 
Department 


THIS WEEK and EVERY WEEK 


( BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES ) 


PROFITS 
Jewel 
preciated. 

Fla. 


6 COIN-OPERATED MACHINES 
SECOND-HAND 


AND PLEASURE MAKING SHELL 
, Novelties. Newest field. Stamp ap- 
CHALLENGE R-18, St. Petersburg, 

x 


WANTED—USED BUCKLEY DIGCERS. STATE 

condition, model, serial number and price. 
Address BOX C€-303, care The Billboard, Cin- 
cinnati, O. ja) 


WANTED—USED GINGERS AND ZEPHYRS, Ic. 

For Sale—3 Exhibit’s Chucklettes and Jockey 
Clubs, $47.50; 6 King Six, Jr., $5.00; Bally 
Baby, $5.00; 6 Jennings Grandstands, 5c play, 
used one week, $26.50; 1 Pamco 6-Slot Pa- 
looka, $10.00. 1/3 deposit. V. N. REASER, 
Box 78, Victoria, Tex. 


WANTED — MUTOSCOPES, GYROS, WORLD 

Series, Penny Arcade Machines, Bumpers and 
Bumper-type Pin Games. EMANUEL NACLER, 
973 Tiffany, Bronx, New York. 


Notice 


Only advertisements of used machines 
accepted for publication in this column. 
Machines of recent manufacture and being 
advertised extensively in The Billboard by 
manufacturers, distributors or jobbers may 
not be advertised as “used” in The Bill- 
board. 


A MONEY-SAVING PROTECTION FOR PHONO- 

graph Operators. 60 record carrying case pre- 
vents warped and broken records. Only $3.95 
each. Waterproof Phonograph Cover saves pho- 
nographs from scratches or. breaking, guaran- 
teed for one full year, only $9.95 each. Rush 
1/3 deposit, balance C. O. D. MeCORMICK 
MACHINE COMPANY, 12! East Fourth St., 
Greenville, N. C. x 


ATTENTION——-PACES RACES, SERIALS 1509 
Up, $100.00 each; Track Time, $140.00; Turf 
Champs, $45.00; Mills Extraordinary, $60.00; 
200 Novelty and Payout Machines. Low prices. 
AMERICAN SALES CO., Rock Island, III. 


BARGAIN! 10 OLD MILL lec WINDMILL TOY 
and Candy Vendors, with Floor Stands, 
$8.50 each. oo out! 200 latest type 
Novelty Pin Gam Write for prices. 
~~ co., nals ‘DeKalb Ave., Brooklyn, 
jal 


BARCAINS—TURF CHAMPS, $39.50; GOLDEN 

Wheels, $54.50; Caroms, $34.50; Previews, 
$34.50; all pay tables. F. O. B. Washington, 
o. .< One-third deposit INTERSTATE 
AMUSEMENT CO., at Rear 3610 Georgia Ave., 
N. W., Washington, D. C. 


BATTERUP, $17; BOO HOO, $22; FIRE- 
cracker, $7; Scoreboard, $7; Skipper, $17. 

Munves buys, sells machines since 1912. 

MUNVES,'555 West 157th, New York. 


CANADIAN OPERATORS—MUST CLEAR OUT 
e.. pin games, slots, one-ball automatics. 
close-out sale. CANADIAN CONCES- 
SION & EXHIBITION, 5188 St. Lawrence - 
Montreal, Quebec. 


ELECTRIC EYES, TICKET AND AUVGNANSE: 

20.00; Jennings Grandstands, $25.00; Ging- 
ers, 2 weeks old, $20.00; 4 Motor Put Puts, 
used 3 ea $40.00 each; Jungie Dodgers, like 
new, $35.00; Keeney’s Targette, perfect, 
$55.00: Bullets, $5.00; Silver Streak, $5.00. 
HOUTZER NOVELTY, Elkhart, Ind. 


FOR SALE—PACES RACES, SERIALS OVER 

5,000, 30 to 1, $250.00; Paces 20 to 1}, 
$125.00; Pacific DeLuxe Bell and Rosemonts, 
$50.00; Classics, $35.00; Turf Champs, $37.00; 
Gcttlieb’s 1 Balls, latest, $35.00; Exhibit Races, 
7-Coin Head, $95.00; Bally Derbys, $9.00; Jum- 
bos and Prospectors, $7.00: Ray’s Track Check 
Separators, Serial over 4,000, $115.00; Ad-Lee 
Peanut Venders, 1c, $8.00 each. Many other 
bareains. Write for price list. CHARLES 
PITTLE, New Bedford, Mass. ja8x 


FOR SALE — PHONOCRAPHS, FIRST-CLASS 

condition. Four Wurlitzer 616, $175.00 each; 
, $60.00 each; 2 P-12, $80.00 each; 3 
, $140.00 each; 2 Seeburg Symphonolas, 
Style A, $75.00 each. 1/3 deposit. C. L. 
WHITEHEAD, 1205 Market St., Wilmington, 
N. C. ja8 
FOR QUICK SALE — 8 WURLITZER PHONO- 

graphs, Model P-12, perfect condition, 
$100.00 each; F.0.B. Boston; $25.00 on each, 
balance C. O. D., express prepaid on entire lot 
of eight. MODERN SCALE G AMUSEMENT CO., 
736 Blue Hill Ave., Dorchester, Mass. x 


GOODBODY’S BARGAIN LIST IS WAITING FOR 
You. We buy, sell or exchange. COOD- 
BODY, 1824 East Main St., Rochester, N. } oe 
ja29 
MILLS BLUE FRONT — $39.50; SLOT MA- 
chines, $10.00; 9-Ft. Rolascore, $29.50; Ad- 
vance Cigarette Machines, $19.50; Turf Champs, 
$49.50; Penny Pack, $7.50; Pay Tables all kinds; 
Slot Machines all kinds: Novelty Games all 
kinds. LEHIGH SPECIALTY CO., 2d and Green 
St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


PACE’S COMET— WATLING ROLATOP, 5c 

10¢ and 25c, $27.50; Mills Golden Bell, 
$32.50. ROBINSON NOVELTY CO., 21 Main 
St., Laurel, Md jal 
WANT TO TRADE 5 SHORT RANCE SHOOT- 

ing Galleries, complete, slightly used, for late 
model Wurlitzer Phonographs or Penny Pace 
or Rockola Weighing Machines. L. H. HOOKER 


NOVELTY CO., Arnolds Park, la. 


WANTED—ARCADE MACHINES. DROP PIC- 
ture, Mutoscopes, Exhibit Bag Card Venders, 

ge Diggers, Model E and-F Claws, X Cavators. 
A. WALSH, Box 177, Mobile, Ala. 


WILL TRADE—MILLS OR PACE SLOTS FOR 

Wurlitzers, Rockolas World Series, Counter 
Machines or Bumper Tables. MARION COM- 
PANY, Wichita, Kan. jal 


12x15 GREEN TOP——-8-FT. WALL. AWNING 
and Frame. Cost $132, $75; Electric Phono- 

graph Amplifier, cost $65, $25. Both used four 

weeks. BILL RICE, Billboard, St. Louis. 


- 
(HELP WANTED > 


ADVANCE ACENT—TO BOOK TELEPATHY— 
Hypnosis Lecture. Demonstration for Schools, 

Clubs. Sponsored Public Performances. BOX 

813, Billboard, 1564 Broadway, New York. 


CIRL WANTED FOR HIGH ACT—TRAPEZE 

and Teeth. Have winter’s work. Coming 
summer booked. State experience. BOX 282, 
Billboard, Chicago. jal 


HEAD BALANCER WANTED—WELL-KNOWN 

Gentleman Performer wants to “learn Head 
Balancing on Trapeze, etc. State lowest price; 
also advise how long it will take you to teach 
me to do it. Address BOX C-407, The Bill- 
board, Cincinnati, O. 


“5/8” BALL GUM, FACTORY FRESH, 12c¢ 


WANTED—MAN AS PARTNER TO ASSIST 


20 SLIGHTLY USED MILLS BLUE FRONTS, 

$47.50 each, $900.00 for the lot. Late serial 
numbers. Cannot be told from new; three 
1°37 30-1 Pay-out Paces Races, used six 
weeks, light oak finish, $250.00 each, three for 
$700.00. Do not pass up this deal. Send de- 
posit. PALMANTIER-KING SALES, 1107 West 
Tuse., Canton, O. x 


100 NORTHWESTERN PENNY-NICKEL MER- 

chandisers. Porcelain, practically new, at 
$8.90: 35 Master Venders at $3.75. HERMAN 
1. PLOUS, Iron River, Mich. 


COSTUMES, UNIFORMS, 
WARDROBE 


BEAUTIFUL CYKE — $35.00; ORCHESTRA 
Coats, Mess Jackets, Flash Chorus Wardrobe, 

Tuxedos, Fur Coats, Overcoats, Suits cheap. 

WALLACE, 2416 N. Halsted, Chicago. 


C FORMULAS 
INDUSTRIAL 


EXPERT ANALYSIS. RESEARCH. 
PA cary ow Newest guaranteed Formulas. 
gest catalog free. Special prices, leads. 
SON LABORATORY, Chemists, BH-1142 
tfnx 


Sake Chicago 

FORMULAS — LATEST MONEY MAKERS. 
Write for free literature describing newest 

Formulas for Fast Sellers. H-BELFORT, 4042 

N. Keeler, Chicago. 


FOR SALE—SECOND-HAND 
GOODS 


CORN POPPERS—CASOLINE, ALL ELECTRICS, 

Rotary, heavy aluminum 12-quart Popping 
Kettles. cen Corn equipment. NORTH- 
SIDE CO., 1528 19th, Des Moines, la, jalx 


POPCORN MACHINES, CRISPETTE, CARMEL- 
crisp, Cheese Coat, Potato Chip Machines. 

LONG EAKINS, 1976 High St., Springfield, © 
ja 2x 


FOR SALE—SECOND-HAND 
SHOW PROPERTY 


A-1 BARCAINS — UNAFON, $15.00; CRIME 

Figures, House Car, Giant Octopus, Marion- 
ette Show, Tents, Illusions, Curiosities. UNI- 
VERSAL, 3238 S. State, Chicago. x 


COMPLETE CARNIVAL FOR SALE—STORED 

at Tampa, Fla. Herschell-Spillman 3-Abreast 
Carrousel, Mangels 12-Car Whip, Smith Chair- 
o-Plane, Spillman Kiddie Auto Ride, together 
with wiring and equipment. Everything in first- 
class shape. $6,000 cash. BOX 816, care Bill- 
toard, 1564 Broadway, New York City. ja8 


RECULAR $275.00 STRIP PHOTO OUTFIT— 

Makes 3 for dime; also 3 for quarter size 
photos, $100.00 complete. HASSAN, Box 97!, 
Parkersburg, W. Va. ja8 


ox; Tab, Stick, Midget Chicks, every Vend- Mentalist. Be prepared to travel. State all 
ing Gum. AMERICAN CHEWING, Mt. Pleas- | first letter. MYSTIC, care Billboard, 1564 
ant, Newark, N. J. fel2x | Bicadway, New York. 
10 Fe eng ae P-12 AUTOMATIC PHONO- | WANTED—EXPERIENCED, SOBER, RELIABLE 
aphs. As good as new, $100.00 each. Shooting Gallery Operator. Permanent lo- 
MIAMI AUTOMATIC MUSIC co, 2696 W. | cation. ive full particulars and references. 
Flagler St., Miami, Fla. 304 Film Exchange Bidg., Cleveland, O. 


(| MAGICAL APPARATUS) 


A CATALOGUE OF MINDREADING MENTAL 

Magic, Spirit Effects, Horoscopes, Buddha 
and 1938 Forecasts. Graphology Sheets, Books, 
Crystals, Lucky Pieces, Palm Charts. Most com- 
plete line in world. New 148 illustrated page 
catalogue, 30c. Since 1921. NELSON ENTER- 
PRISES, 198 South Third, Columbus, O. jal5 


ALWAYS WANTED UNUSUAL MATERIAL ON 

Mentalism, |_Mental-Magic, _Mindreading. 
PHENIX PUBLISHING COMPANY, Grand River 
Station, Box 103, Detroit, Mich. x 


LARGE PROFESSIONAL MACIC CATALOGUE, 
25c. MAX HOLDEN, 220 W. 42d St., New 
York City. ja8x 


MODERN CABINET ILLUSION—NEVER USED; 

cost $400; sell for $50.00; Ashra Levitation, 
cost $200, sell for $30.00; both Thayer make. 
Trade for smaller magic. CRANDELL, 336 
Fourth St., Toledo, O. 


PINXY PUPPETS—VENTRILOQUIAL FIGURES, 

Punch G Judy and Marionettes. PINXY, 
1313 North Wells St., Chicago, Ill. Illustrated 
Folder Free. jal 


THAT FAMOUS CHINESE RING MYSTERY— 

Oc, and worth it! Here’s a “honey” and a 
sales-getter, too. Send now. Ff. NEWLIN, 
1110 N. Euclid, Indianapolis. Orders filled 
promptly. 


VENTRILOQUIST FIGURES—24-PACE ILLUS- 

trated catalog 10c. FRANK MARSHALL, 
837 N. State St., Chicago, Ill. Note new ad- 
dress. jal 


@ MISCELLANEOUS _) 


ALL 4 FOR DIME PHOTO SUPPLIES AT CUT 

prices. Our new Photastrip Outfit, 1x2 
or 2'%2x3%, complete, $140.00. WABASH 
PHOTO SUPPLY, Terre Haute, Ind. jal 


ANTHONY’LL PAY YOU FOR SOMETHING YOU 
have and he can use. You pay him for some- 
thing should interest you. Send $1.00 and 
make amazing discovery. Legitimate scheme 
that will return “’A of us money. ANTHONY 
LAWRENCE, Sta. V, Box 136, Cincinnati. 


HEAVY DUTY RUBBER CARNIVAL CA LE, 

8c foot. 1,000-Watt Floodlights, $9.00; 25” 
Air Circulator, $30.00. MILLER SURPLUS, 2553 
Madison, Chicago, Ill. ja8 


LOTS NEAR LAKE OF THE OZARKS AND RE- 

sorts, $75; $3 down, $3 monthly. Free list 
and literature. HUBBARD, 240 Grossman Bidg., 
Kansas City, Kan. jan!x 


ROLLS DEVELOPED—TWO PRINTS EACH AND 
Two Free Enlargement Coupons, 25c. Re- 
prints, 2c each; 100 or «nore Ic. SUMMERS’ 
STUDIO, Unionville, Mo. jalx 


ROLLS DEVELOPED — TWO BEAUTIFUL DOU- 
ble-weight professional enlargements and 8 
guaranteed never- fade perfect tone prints, 25¢ 
coin. RAY’S PHOTO SERVICE, La Crosse, Wis. 
a 


TURN OVER CRAZY HOUSE, PANEL FRONT 

and Bally, mounted on International Truck, 
very good money getter. Reason for selling, 
have had same territory for years gg | 
perfect, needs paint. Bargain, $450. HOME 
MOORE, 2337 Carson St., S. S., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


4-FOR-DIME OPERATORS! READY SOON! A 

new horizontal 11/2x2 outfit at a price that 
will astound you! Don’t buy any outfit until 
you receive our announcement! Write fone infor- 
mation MARKS & FULLER, INC., Dept BC cat 
a x 


Rochester, N. Y. 
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The Billboard 105 


( M. P, ACCESSORIES & FILMS) 


BUY OR LEASE THEATRE, CLOSED OR OPER- 
ating.» Also buy Sound Features, Shorts and 
als for road show. BOX c-399, Billboard, 

~ ncinnati. 
EVERYTHING FOR THE THEATRE—SAVE 20°% 
0 50%. Projectors, Sound Equipment, Public 
Address ,Screens, Chairs, Accessories, Supplies, 
CONSOLIDATED THEATRE SUPPLY CORP., 
] -B Broadway, New York. ja8x 


MOVIE ROADSHOW BARGAINS—35MM. PORT- 

able Sound Equipments. Choice of Univer- 
sal, Weber or DeVry, complete and guaranteed, 
¢189.50. Other Supplies at low prices. CON- 
SOLIDATED THEATRE SUPPLY CORP., 1600 
Broadway, New York. ja8 


SILENT FILM FOR SALE CHEAP, AND PRO- 
jectors. Retiring. Will sacrifice. BILLY 
FARAWAY, Scotland Neck, N. C 


WESTERNS, SPECIALS, ak TALKIES, 
Silents for sale or rent. Silents. Pro- 
iectors for sale. LONE STAR. FILM CORPORA- 


TION, Dallas, Tex. 


€ PERSONALS 


FLORIDA DIVORCE ATTORNEY —COPY OF 

Jinety-Day Divorce Law, $1.00. DAVID A 
FRANK, Attorney, 1546 W. Flagler, Miami, 
Fla. 


z SALESMEN WANTED ) 


SELL TRANSPARENT CELLULOID MENU COV- 

ers—to hotels, restaurants. Washable, sani- 
tary. Save printing costs. Big commissions. 
M. PRICING MENU CO., 124 White St., New 
York. x 
WANTED—COUNTY DISTRIBUTORS. EXCEL- 

lent opportunity for earnings. Nationally ad- 
vertised product. Large company. Dept. 253, 
FYR-FYTER COMPANY, Dayton, O 


g SCENERY AND BANNERS eye 


4-1 AMERICA’S LEADING CIRCUS-CARNIVAL 

Sideshow Banner Painters. Devoting our 
time serving the showmen. MANUEL’S STU- 
DIO, 3544 North Halsted, Chicago. ja29 


BEST CARNIVAL AND SIDE SHOW BANNERS 


on Earth Positively no disappointments. 
NIEMAN STUDIOS, INC., 1236 S. Halsted St., 
Chicago, Il. jal 


( THEATRICAL PRINTING a 


WINDOW CARDS, 14x22, 100, $2.50; ais. 
100, $2.10. 50% deposit, balance C. 0. 
clus shipping charges. THE BELL PRESS, Wine 

ton, Penna. 


200 (14x22) 6-PLY ONE-COLOR WINDOW 
Cards, $6.00; Two Color, $8.00; Date 
Changes, 25¢ each. “DOC” ANGEL, Ex- 


Trouper, Leavittsburg, O. 


(WANTED TO BUY i 


the transport U. 
1918. 


Miller and Mack, now in pictures. 
the only actors aboard. 


DURING the World War the theatrical profession did 
toward the cause, as attested to by sailors shown here, snapped aboard 
. S. Louisville just before the Armistice was signed in 
From left to right: Ben Lipsett, then known professionally as 
Violini, now a radio agent; Harry Downing, now identified with radio and 
stage shows; Bob Adams, formerly of the team of Adams and Kraft; 
Ernie Golden, orchestra leader, and Jimmie (Buck) Mack, of the team of 


its part 


Of a crew of over 600 they were 


The Billboard invites its readers to submit photos taken from 15 to 
20 years ago. It is specially requested that pictures be CLEAR and that 
they be accompanied with complete descriptive data. Group photos are 
preferred, but pictures of individuals who are STILL LIVING will be 
welcomed. They will be returned if so desired. Address Show Family 
Album Editor, The Billboard, 25-27 Opera place, Cincinnati, O. 


WANTED TO BUY—COLORED SLIDES, USED 
for illustrated songs thirty years ago. ECK- 

oon BROS., 392 Whitmore Ave., Toronto, 
anada. 


ELECTRIC POPCORN MACHINE, ELECTRIC 
Candy Floss Machine, Series B1000; Electric 
Peanut Parcher. Give exact condition each ma- 


WILL BUY FOR CASH—ANY QUANTITY AND 
make of Arcade Equipment. Write, giving 


chine. $. GEORGE, Valdosta, Ga. 


full details. GERBER AND GLASS, 914 Diversey 
Chicago. fe5 


FINE SIX-PIECE BAND for Night Club. Tnhi- 
forms, up-to-date library and will cut or else. 
= augment if necessary. Only reliable bookers or 
aw ey 9 HARRY COLLINS, 2824 Dodge 
St. jal5 


A-1 BAND LEADER — CIRCUS, CARNIVAL, 

Season ‘38. Thoroughly experienced, A-1 
litrary. MARRY STURGIS, 191 4th St., So. 
Boston, Mass. 


CREOLE SINGING ORGANIST AND PIANIST. 

Young, reliable. Plays all styles and sings 
rhythm numbers. Fifteen years’ experience. 
Prefer theater or radio position. Union. Write 
or wire care MRS. REBA DAYE, 124 53rd St., 
N. E., Washington, D. C. 


DRUMMER WITH VIBES—27, TUX, UNION, 

Pearl equipment, car. Vibe solos, read, cut 
any show. Don't need advance to get there. 
With present band eleven months. Reason for 
leaving: “Band is beginning to slip.” Prefer 
club job in South. All answered. HAL WAS- 
SON, Station WLAP, Lexington, Ky. 


DRUMMER — NAME BAND EXPERIENCE. 

Young. White Pearl Outfit, Bells. Have car. 
Go anywhere. Plenty of flash. CHARLIE 
FINKBINER, 307 Summer St., Royersford, Pa. 


DRUMMER — MODERN XYLOPHONIST. 
Young, union, sing, reliable. Cut floor shows. 

Prefer small band. Join immediately. BUD 

KEYES, 575 N. 88th St., E. St. Louis, Ill. 


GUITARIST—DOUBLING TRUMPET, VIOLIN. 
Write, wire, JIM DOUGHERTY, 31 N. Divi- 
sion St., Auburn, N. Y. jal 


HARPIST AND VIOLINIST — EXPERIENCED, 
Classy team for cocktail lounges, etc. BOX 
C-380, Billboard, Cincinnati, O. jal 


ORCANIST AT LIBERTY JANUARY SIXTH— 
Swing or sweet. DANNY DANIEL, 515 N. W. 
20th St., Oklahoma City, Okla. jalS 


SIX STRING RHYTHM CUITAR — ACE 21, 
single and good appearance. Be at iiber 
after January 2d. Hams and panics lay off. 
WEIR MOSE, Apt. 33, 436 Dayton, St. Paul, 

Minn. 


TENOR SAX, CLARINET—SING A FEW HYMNS 

algo. Union, young, single, experienced, 
read, take-off. Want job with reliable none 
—— unit now. GEO. WM. BROWN, 
Hotel, Beaumont, Tex. 


TRUMPET—FIRST OR SECOND. READ ANY- 

thing, Triple Tongue, strictly modern, take 
off. Age 27. Union. State all. RED DYE, 
Elkhorn, Wis. 


VIOLINIST — DOUBLING 
South preferred. 


STRING BASS. 
BOX C-380, Billboard, 


Cincinnati, O. jal 
AT LIBERTY JANUARY 1--Drummer, Seven- 
teen years’ experience dance, club, radio. Don’t 


gripe or booze. Read, swing out. 
or wire. RAY L. LONG, 1236 Dale, Muscatine, 
Ia. jal 


4 AT LIBERTY 


Ra PARKS AND FAIRS 
BALLOON ASCENSIONS 


for 1938— Parks, Fairs and Celebrations, 
covering United States and Canada. Write 
JACKSONVILLE BALLOON CO.., Jacksonville, jad 


‘“‘TUMBLING ATWOODS’’— 


Bozo, Raggedy Ann featuring Falling House. 
Billboard, Cincinnati. jaS 


Union. Write 


AT LIBERTY 


( crncus AND CARNIVAL 


ate 


At Liberty Advertisements 


Se WORD, CASH (First Line Large Black Type). 


2c WOKD, CASH (First Line and Name Black 


aa 


AGENT — To 


Represent Free Acts. 


Type), le WORD, .CASH (Small Type) (No Ad Less Than 25¢). 
Figure Total of Words at One Rate Only. 
“4 FIVE-PIECE SWING BAND—-DIXIELAND COM- 
AT LIBERTY bination. Want location. Fully equipped. 
~ Doubles; novelties, vibraphone, two vocalists. 
AGENTS AND MANAG ERS Young, sober, reliable. Go anywhere, Leave 


immediately. ART WEITE, Wells, Minn. ja8 


NINE-PIECE ALL-GIRL ORCHESTRA—AVAIL- 


nesota - 
Federation of County Fairs Convention, January able New Year's Eve, Chicago. College girls, 
12-15, for 1938 bookings. Write at once. BOX | 17-21 years, all union. Unusual appearance and 
CHI-44, Billboard, Chicago, Ill. ja8 | musical ability. cA coTTo 1352 Astor 
St., Chicago. Del. 
AT LIBERTY JANUARY 15 — Six-Piece Dance 
AT LIBERTY R 


BANDS AND ORCHESTRAS 


AT Ha m4 tye 


PIANO, SAX, GUITAR. 


Union. Have car. Prefer South. Night club 
or cocktail lounge. BOX C-406, Billboard, Cin- 
Ccinnati, O. 


AT LIBERTY—BOB CHASE AND HIS ORCHES- 
_tra. West Liberty, la. 


CHARLIE WALTHERS AND HIS SMOOTH, 
Sophisticated Swing Orchestra wishes en- 
8agements in New York and New Jersey. One 
night stands and week-end engagements our 
Specialty. 5 to 8 men, non-union, featured en- 
tertainers. Have completed engagements at 
Prominent organizations throughout the city, 
including an 8-week stay at “The High Hat 
Club Reliable agents also write. CHARLIE 
WALTHERS, 623 W. 170 St., New York City. 


CiRLS? ORCHESTRA—FOUR OR FIVE PIECES. 
Union, uniformed, double, P. A. Go any- 
Shere Prefer hotel or night club location. 
Present hotel contract expires Jan. 1. Write or 
od e GLADYS JANSENE, Breen Hotel, St. Cloud, 


inn 


and. Three saxes, trumpet, piano and drums. 
Radio and floor show experience. Well organized, 
free to travel. BUDDY SILVER’S ORCHESTRA 
Clover Club Inn, Middletown, N, Y. mid 


BILLY COPPOL and His Orchestra—Five profes- 
sional musicians heute ten years, now playing 
the Gypsy Village Nite Club for over eighty weeks. 
Band doubles on various instruments, including 
vocal trios, piano accordion, Wardrobe 
and public-address system. Reliable, union, play 
floor shows. Agents and bookers, please contact 
at once. Can leave week's notice. Reliable, 
steady engagements only. If _ interested wire or 
gs stating all. BI LLY COPPOL, 2408 Jacob 
, Wheeling, W. Va. jal 


saat ENTERTAINING DANCE BAND available 

for location about Jan. 1. Nine union musicians 
featuring novelties and special arrangements. Large, 
modern library, tuxedos, P.-A. System and trans- 
portation. Reliable bookers write NEIL WRIGHT- 
MAN MUSIC, 56 W. Washington, Chicago. 


violins. 


MODERN TEN-PIECE BAND and Sell-Out Girl 

Vocalist available on two weeks’ notice. Organized 
two years and can furnish best of references. Smooth, 
sweet and swing. Young, neat, reliable, union. 
Vocals, novelties, specialtt es, trio. Well uniformed. 
Four modern arrangers. Complete library, amplifiers, 
racks, excellent ene Desire location. Go 
anywhere. Now working prominent Southern loca- 
tion but desire change. Reliable agents, ballroom, 
hotel and club — wire or write. BOX C-405, 
Billboard, Cincinna’ ja 


8 ' CABBARD. Glasgow, Ky. 


FLO IRWIN’S DOCS, PONY AND BIRD ACT 

at liberty after Christmas. Theater, indoor 
circus and celebrations. BOX 1109, Harris- 
burg, Pa. 


CHARLES LA CROIX (in Person) — Original 

Outstanding Novelty Trapeze Act. A high class 
feature act. Available for indoor circus engage- 
ments, bazaars, etc. Very attractive equipment, 
ete. Special large advertising posters free. Price 
for act reasonable. CHARLES LA CROIX, 602 
Cathoun St., care Dreier Drug Co., Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
FRED AND MARIE GUTHRIE — Four separate 

acts for price of one. Double Tight Wire Act, 
Single Trapeze Act, Lady Butterfly Iron Jaw Act 
and Double Trapeze Act. Reasonable. Bradner, 
Ohio. ja29 


COLE RCBINSON CIRCUS—Season 1938. Five 
Trained Animal Acts, Ponies, Dogs, Monks, 
Cockatoos; General Agent and Equestrian Director. 
Indoor open. 287 E. 10th St., St. Paul, 
inn. ja8 


AT LIBERTY 


MISCELLANEOUS 


MALE TICKET SELLER — Stenographer, Short- 
hand, Typing, Business Correspondence. Well edu- 

cated, ability as a writer. Show executives write. 

SECRETARY, 224 Bennett, Salem, Il. 


AT LIBERTY 


M. P. OPERATORS 


A-1 PROJECTIONIST — Experienced on Western 

Electric, RCA, DeForrest, Pacent Sound Sets. 
Operate and repair all make machines. Fiftecn years’ 
experience as operator. White, sober and reliable. 
References. Non-union. HARRY SMITH, 510 N. 
Market St., Kokomo, Ind. jal 


MOTION PICTURE CAMERA MAN—With pro- 
duction experience, wants to connect with inde- 
pendent studio or other parties interested in produc- 


ing motion pictures. Have 16 and 35mm. camera 

equipment. DAN ALBERIGO, 26-22 30th St., 

Long Island City, New York. jas 
AT LIBERTY 


MUSICIANS 


ALTO OR TENOR SAX, CLARINET — READ, 

take off, tone. Transpose on tenor. Prefer 
club or hotel location. RAY LEE, 16 N. Adams 
St., Mason City, la. ja8 


ve" ey ahem 1 CLARINET DOUBLING SAX 
Oboe. Have public-address system. err 
ja 


VAUTELLE’S CIRCUS — Dogs, Cats, Monkeys. 

Two distinct acts. There is no better for fairs, 
theaters or circus, Go anywhere. Never disappoint. 
Address Lakeland, Fla. 


AT LIBERTY 
PIANO PLAYERS 


AFTER HOLIDAYS—Rhythm Take-off,” 

young, dependable. Prefer location, small out- 
fit. Go anywhere for reliable offer. MUSICIAN, 
546 S. McDonough St., Montgomery, Ala. 


Pianist. 


AT LIBERTY 


SINGERS 
BARITONE SINGER AT 


Liberty. Capable M.C. Thoroughiy experi- 
enced. Young, reliable. sober. Go anywhere. 
Hotels, clubs, etc. Contact CROONER, care 
Western Union, Tucson, Ariz. ja! 


VOCALIST—CIRL SINGER. SINCS ALL ORIC- 

inal keys. References and photos furnished. 
A-1 wardrobe. Floor show experience. Age 22. 
Home address: MARY FRAZER, 320 Duncan 
Ave., Washington, Pa. 


AT LIBERTY 


VAUDEVILLE ARTISTS 


CALVERT’S SOCIETY PUPPETS —. (Punch & 

Judy). The Biggest Little Show in the business. 
For theatres, clubs, parties. Special advertising. 
CALVERT, 226 W. 50th St., New York. jal 
THREE FLASHES——Juvenile Song and Dance Act. 

Two girls and a boy doing fast tap and accrobatic 
routines. Experienced entertainers, excellent ward- 


rebe. Available week-ends. C. CLARK, 4236 
Fairfield Ave., Ft. Wayne, jal 
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106 The Billboard 


LISTS 


January 1, 1938 


CONVENTIONS 


ALABAMA 
Birmingham—G. A. R. of Ala. Apr. 23. M. D. 
Friedman, Box 494. 
ARIZONA 
Prescott—State Cattle Growers’ Assn. Feb. 8- 
Mrs. J. M. Keith, 140 8. Central, 
Phoenix. 

Phoenix—-Order of Odd Fellows. Apr. 18-20. 
A. A. Foster, Valley Bank Bldg., Prescott. 
Tucson—F. & A. Masons. Apr. 3-8 H. A. 

Drachman, Box 229. 
Tucson—Knights Templar. Apr. 3-8. A. A. 
Johns, Box 391. 


ARKANSAS 
Little sa ag, Sons of Amer. Revolution. 
Feb. M. E. Mitchell, 536 Center st., 


aaeuee , Ar k. 
Little Rock—BState Outdoor Adv. Assn. March 
—. J. Baird. 
CALIFORNIA 
San Francisco—Western Fairs Assn. Jan. 2l- 
22. Tevis Paine, Sacramento, Calif. 
mg Monica—Knights Templar. Apr. 17-19. 
T. A. Davies, 423 Masonic Temple, San 
Prancisco. 
COLORADO 
Colorado Springs—Amer. Rabbit & Cavy 
Breeders’ Assn. Jan. 9-15. A. Weygandt, 
7408 Normal ave., Chicago, Ill. 
Denver—P. of H., State Grange. Jan. 18-20. 
Rudolph Jornson, Boulder, Colo. 
CONNECTICUT 
Hartford—F. & A. Masons. Feb. 2. W. Buck. 
Hartford—P. of H., State Grange. Jan. 11-13, 
Ard Welton, Box 135, Plymouth, Conn. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ts gg of Odd Fellows. Jan. 26- 
. H.L. Andresen, 419 7th st., N. W. 

eidhenten--Oeme of Red Men. Feb. 14. W. 
M. Alexander, 4106 5th st. 

Washington—Soc. of Motion Picture Engi- 
neers. Apr. 25-28. J. Frank Jr., Hotel 
Pennsylvania, nad York City. 

EL. 


Newark — Junior Order. Apr. 18. Prank 
Siegrist, 907 Tatnall st., Wilmington. 

Wilmington—Soc. Sons of Amer. Revolution. 
Apr. 17. G. Winchester. 

FLORIDA 

Coral Gables—State Soc. of Teachers of 
Dancing. Dec. 26-29. Miss H. Ebsen, 9 S. 
Hyer st., Orlando. 

Jacksonville—F. & A. Masons. Apr. 19. L. 
Head. 

Orlando—Order of Odd Fellows. Apr. 19-21. 
Frank Grant, Box 1753. 

Sarasota—Tin Can Tourists of World. Feb. 
7-20. E. E. Gill, 5905 Roberta circle, Tampa. 

GEORGIA 

Atlanta—Assn. of Southern Agrl. Workers. 
Feb. 8-10. David Long, Mortgage Guar- 
antee Bldg. 

Avgusta—Assn. of Ga. Fairs. Jan. 13-14. 
E. Ross Jordan, Macon, Ga. 

Macon—R. A. & R. & S. Masons. Apr, 27. 
W. J. Penn Jr. 


ILLINOIS 

Chicago—Natl. Assn. Coin-Operated Machine 
Mirs. Jan. 17-20. Clinton S. Darling, 120 
S. LaSalle st. 

Chicago—State Nurserymen’s Assn. Jan. ll- 
12. M. Bryant, Princeton. 

Chicago—National Inventors’ Congress. Apr. 
5-8. A. G. Burns, 624 S. Michigan ave, 

Paris—State Farmers’ Inst. Feb. 16-17. H. 
Allison, Springfield. 

Peoria—State Farmers’ Grain Dealers’ Assn. 
wa —. L. Farlow, 230 Unity Bldg., Bloom- 
ngton. 

Springficld—State Agrl. Assn. Jan. 27-28. P. 
E. Mathias, 608 S. Dearborn st., Chicago. 

INDIANA 


Inpienapolie--State Assn. Co. & District Fairs. 
. F. J. Claypool, Room 6, Anthony 
Block. Muncie. 
indianapolis— State Grain Dealers’ Assn. Jan. 
. Sale, 600 Board of Trade Bldg 

La Fayette—State Live-Stock Breeders’ Assn. 

Jan. 12. C. Harper. 
Hort. Soc. 11-13. 


La Fayctte—State Jan. 
IOWA 


Harriet Rost. 


Des Moines—State Farm Bureau Fed. Jan. 
—. V. Hamilton. 

Marshalitown—R. & S. & R. A. Masons. Apr. 
18-20. G. E. Masters, Glenwood, Ia. , 

KANSAS 

To --State Poultry Breeders’ Assn. Jan. 
0-15. J. R. Cowdrey, 3225 W. 17th st. 

Topeka-—State Assn. of Kansas Fairs. Jan, 11- 
12. George Harman, 400 Broadway, Valley 
Palls, Kan 

Topeka_—State Board of Agriculture. Jan. 12- 
14. J. C. Mohler, State House, 

Topeka—A. F. & A. Masons. Feb, 16-17. 
E. F. Strain, 320 W. 8th st. 

LOUISIANA 

Lake Charles—Knights Templar. Apr. 25. 
A. Davis, New Orleans. 

New Orleans—F. & A. Masons. Feb. 7-9. 
D. P. Laguens Jr., Masonic Temple. 

New Orleans—R. A. Masons. Feb. 8-9. C. 
Brown, Masonic Temple. 

New Orleans—Order of Odd Fellows. March 
La. Claude Ford, 227 Third st., Baton Rouge, 


MAINE 
ae ge Assn. Agrl. Pairs. Jan. 18- 
. S. Butler, Lewiston, Me, 
MARYLAND 
Salitnere—ahete Farm Bureau. Jan. 11-14. 
C. E. Wise Jr., 2 E. North ave. 
Baltimore—Order of Odd Fellows. Apr. 18-19. 
W. A. Jones, I. O. O. F. Temple. 
Hagerstown—Junior Order. Apr. 19-20. H. L. 
Mennerick, 100 N. Paca st., Baltimore, 
MASSACHUSETTS 
Boston—State Agri. Fairs’ Assn. Jan. 20-21. 
W. Lombard, 136 State House, Boston. 
Boston—Amer. Carnation Soc. Jan. 26-27. F. 
A. Baur. R. R. 1, Box 380, New Augusta, Ind. 
Boston—Order of Odd Fellows. March 3. H. 
A. Holland, 86 Florence st., Springfield. 
Boston—-G. A. R. of Mass. Apr. 12-13. Helen 
A. Phinney, Room 27, State House, Boston. 
Boston—-Sons Union Veterans Civil War. Apr. 
13-14. Viola D. Brunet, 335 Washington st., 
Abington, Mass. 


Worcester—State Dept. Agrl. Organizations. 
Jan. 5-7. A. W. Lombard, State House, 
Boston. 

MICHIGAN 

Detroit—State Assn. of Fairs. Jan. 18-19. C. 
M. Howell, Chesaning, Mich. 

Detroit—State Soc. Sons of Amer. Revolution. 
Apr. 2-3. R. Van Syckle. 


Grand Rapids—State Allied Dairy Assn. Feb. 
21-25. L. N. Francke, 1110 Olds Tower, 


Lansing. 
MINNESOTA 
Minneapolis—State Bandmasters’ Assn. Feb. 
24-26. F. P. Barnard, 2820 Girard ave., 8S. 
St. Paul—State Poultry Assn. Jan. 12-16. 
G. J. Reinhardt, 1607 N. Snelling ave. 
St. Paul—State Florists’ Assn. Last week in 
. C. A. Mathes, 1326 Osceola ave. 
St. Paul—State Agrl. Assn. Jan. 12-14. R. E. 
Lee, State Fair Grounds. : 
St. Paul—State Farm Bureau Fed. Jan. 17-20. 
J. 8. Jones, Shubert Bldg. 
St. Paul—State Fed. of County Fairs. Jan. 
12-13. L. A. Jacobs, Apoka, Minn. 
MISSISSIPPI 
Jackson — Junior Order. Apr. 26. W. D. 
Hawkins, Box 543, Meridian, Miss. 


MISSOURI 
as Auge Assn. of Nurserymen. 
Jan. 4-6. G. W. Hoisinger, Rosedale Sta., 
Kansas City, Kan. 
Sedalia—R. A. Masons. Apr. 25-27. 
Denslow, Trenton, Mo. 
MONTANA 
Billings—Rocky Mountain Assn. Fairs, 
Jan. 24-25. Jack M. secenerte Sidney, 
Mont. 
N 


EBRASKA 
Fremont—Knights Templar. L. E. 
Smith, 401 Masonic Temple, Omaha, 
Lincoln—State Assn. Fair Mgrs. Jan. 24-26. 
Cc. G. Marshall, Box 86, Arlington, Neb. 
Omaha—State Farmers’ Educational & Co-Op. 
Union. Feb. 8-9. E. L. Shoemaker, 39th & 
Leavenworth sts. 


R. V. 


Apr. 21. 


NEVADA 
Reno—State Farm Bureau Fed. Jan. —. F. 
R. Bovett. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
as = gs: Farm Bureau Fed. Sa aye: f 
Feb. 9-11. F. E. Robinson, 3 N. State st. 
NEW JERSEY 
bg a Week & Farm Show. Jan. —. 
Cc. Lynn, Dept. of Agriculture. 
aie & S. Masons. Apr. 19. H. A. 
Putnam, 115 Woodside ave. 


Philadelphia—Outdoor Adv. Assn. of Pa. 
Jan. 24-25. Tom Nokes, 301 Central ave., 


Johnstown, 
York—State Assn. County Fairs. Jan. 26-27. 


Winter Fairs 


Charles W. Swoyer, Reading, 
SOUTH CAROLINA 


Apr. 12-13. O. F. 
Jan, 18-19. 


Camden—R. A. — 
Hart, Columbia, 8S. 
Columbia—State Assn. aa Pairs. 
J. A. Mitchell, Anderson, 8. C. 


Spartanburg — Junior Order. Apr, 28-29. 
C. H. Holsonback, Box 965. 
TENNESSEE 
as gale & A. Masons. Jan. 26. T. E. 
SS. 


TEXAS 
Dallas—Assn. Teachers of Dancing. Dec. 27- 
28. F. Bleeker, Ft. Worth. 
Dallas—State Assn. of Fairs. Jan. 28-29. J. 
C. Watson, Graham, Tex. 
Houston—Order of Odd Fellows. March 21- 
22. S. M. Williams, 516 Linz Bldg., Dallas. 
San Antonio—State Texas and 8S. Western’ 


Cattle Raisers’ Assn. March 8-10. Henry 
Bell, Coliseum, Ft. Worth. 


UTAH 
Logan—Rodeo Assn. of Amer. Jan, 7-8. Fred 
S. McCargar, Salinas, 
Salt Lake pms mg Odd Fellows’ Assn. 
Feb. 22. W. Gundry. 
VIRGINIA 
er ee Dairymen’s Assn. Jan. 20- 
1. G. Connelly, Blacksburg, Va. 
Richmond ttate Assn. of Fairs. Jan. 24-25. 
C. B, Ralston, Box 482, Staunton, Va. 
Richmond—A, F. & A. Masons. Feb. 8-10. 
J. M. Clift. Masonic Temple. 
WISCONSIN 
Eau Claire—American Legion. Jan. 22-23. 
Madison—Farm & Home Week. Jan. 31- 
Feb. 4. W. W. Clark, College of Agricul- 


ture. 
Milwaukee—State Assn. of Pairs. Jan, 5-7. 
J. F. Malone, Beaver Dam, Wis. 


WYOMING 
Cheyenne—Amer. Natl. Live-Stock Assn. _ 
13-15. F. E. Mollin, 515 Cooper Bldg., Den- 
ver, Colo. 
calgary, alta get eying 
ary, ig o 
9-10 . Hartley, 560 Second st., Medi- 
cine nai. 
Edmonton, Alta. — Order of Odd Fellows. 
March 10-11. A. B. Ballentine, Calgary. 


Edmonton, Alta.—Veteran Odd Fellows’ Assn. 
March 10. G. Henderson, Calgary. 


Edmonton, Alta.—Un. Farmers of Alta. Jan. 


18-21. Miss E. Birch, Renfrew Bldg., Cal- 
gary, Alta. 

Montreal, Que.—F. & A. Masons. Feb. 9. W. 
Williamson. 


Montreal, 4 —Knights of Pythias. Feb. 16. 
W. G. Edward, 286 Ave. de 1 
Toronto, Ont.—Soc. of American Florists. 

March 24-31. 


In the Convention List appear only the dates of those meetings which we feel are 


of interest to the amusement industry. In 


this category we place, besides the strictly 


amusement and allied organizations, the following groups: 


American Legion, Veterans of Foreign 


Wars, Disabled Veterans and other Veteran 


organizations, Odd Fellows, Knights of Pythias, Elks, Knights Templars, Junior Order 


United Americar. Mechanics, Eagles, Shriners, Red Men, Sons of American Revolution, 
Woodmen of the World, Masons, Moose, Knights of Columbus, ee 


Farm and Home organizations, Live-Stock Associations, 


Poultry Breeders, 


Agriculture, Florist groups, Patrons of Husbandry, State Granges, Firemen and Outdoor 


Advertising Associations. 


NEW YORK 

Albany—State Assn. Co. Agrl. Socs. Feb. 15. 
G. W. Harrison, 131 N. Pine ave. 

Ithaca — Farmers’ Week. Feb. 14°19. R. 
Wheeler 

New York—Order of Foresters. Feb, 12. S. 
A. Gilbert, 551 5th ave. 

Rochester—State Hort. Soc. Jan. 11-14. R. 
P. McPherson, R. D. 2, Le Roy, N. Y. 

NORTH CAROLINA 

Charlotte—Shrine Directors’ Assn. of N. A. 
March 23-25. L. C. Fischer, Box 635, 
Charleston, 8S. C. 

Durham—Dancing Masters of N. C. Dec. 27- 

19-20. 


29. 

Raleigh—A. F. & A. Masons. Apr. 
J. H. Anderson. 

Raleigh—State Assn. of Agrl. Fairs. Jan. 
10-11. C. 8S. Parnell, Mebane, N. C, 

NORTH DAKOTA 

Fargo—R. A. & R. & S. Masons. Jan. 25-27. 
W. L. Stockwell, Box 1269. 

Fargo—State Farmers’ Grain Dealers. Feb. 
=o C. H. Conaway, Box 1059, Jamestown, 

Grand Forks—Assn. of N. D. Pairs. Jan. 20- 
21. H. L. Finke, Minot, N. D. 


OHIO 

Cincinnati—Natl. Variety Clubs of Amer. 
Apr. 17. John H. Harris, 711 Clark st., 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Columbus—State Bro. of Magicians. Jan. 28- 
29. S. W. Reilly, 1853: Bryden road. 

Columbus—Ohio Fair Mgrs.’ Assn. Jan. 12-13. 
Mrs. Don A. Detrick, Holland Theater Bldg., 
Bellefontaine, O. 

Columbus—State Hort. Soc. Jan. — F. 
Beach, State Univ., Columbus. 

Daytor—American Auto Racing Fraternity. 
Feb. 25-26. Norman Witte. 

Mansfield—State Soc. Sons of Amer. Revolu- 
tion. Apr. 29-30. W. M. Pettit, 846 N. 
Broadway, Dayton, O. 

Toledo—Farmers’ Grain Dealers’ Assn. Feb. 
22-23. C. S. Latchaw, Box 128, Fostoria, O. 

OKLAHOMA 

Ada—R. & S. Masons. Apr. 19. J. A. Lathim, 
Box 227, Muskogee, Okla. 

McAlester—A. F. & A. Masons. Feb. 4-10. 
Cc. A. Sturgeon, Masonic Temple, Guthrie, 


Okla. 

Oklahoma ee Sons of Amer. Revolu- 
tion. Feb. . J. Crowe, 907 Trades- 
men’s Bldg. 

Oklahoma City-—-State Farmers’ Educ. & Co- 
Ov. Union. Jan. —. Z. H. Lawter 

Oklahoma City—State Hort. Soc. wa. =, 
A. T. Burge. 

OREGON 

Portland—Sons of Amer. Revolution. Feb. 22. 
G. Dryer. : 

Portland—Knights Templar. Apr. 11. D, 
Cheney, Masonic Temple. 

PENNSYLVANIA 
Erie—R. & S. Masons. Jan. 18. S. C. Wolfe, 
316 First Natl. Bk. Bldg., Williamsport. 


Toronto, Ont.—Class B Fairs Assn. Feb. 2. 
Soa Assn. Agri. Societies. 
Toronto, Ont.—Ont. Horticultural Assn. Feb. 


Winnipeg, Man.—R. A. Masons. Feb. 6. 


George Syme, Masonic Temple. 


Winnipeg, Man.—Western Can. Fairs Assn. 
Jan. 17-19. Keith Stewart, Portage La 
Prairie, Man. 

Winnipeg, Man Can. Assn. of 


Western 
= Jan. 17-18. S. W. Johns, Saskatoon, 


| Coming Events 


These dates are for a five-week period. 


CALIFORNIA 
Pines Park, Los Angeles Co.—Winter 
ports Carnival. Jan. 29-30. Cc. L. Rawson 
Jr., Chamber of Commerce, Los Angeles. 
Pasadena—Tournament of Roses. Jan. 1. 
Huntington Beach—Outdoor Xmas Frolic & 
Pageant. Dec. 20-25. Wm. Gallienne. 


ENGLAND 
London—Bertram Mills Circus at Olympia. 
Dec. 23-Jan. 22. 


ILLINOIS 
Chicago—Shrine Circus, Internat’l ~~ + fcr 
ter. Dec. 25-Jan. 8. Orrin Davenpor 
Chicago—Coin Machine Show. a. 17-20. 
Cc. S. Darling, 120 S. LaSalle st. 
Peoria—Police American Legion Circus. 


Jan, 19-23 
MICHIGAN 
Detroit—State Food & Beverage Show. 
21-30. Wm. J. Cusick, 1013 Fox as 
Detroit—Detroit and Mich. Expo. Jan. 21-30, 


Carl G. Sedan. 
Lansing—Shrine ‘Circus. Week of Jan. 24. 


MISSOURI 

Kansas City—Heart of America Showmen’s 
Club Banquet and Ball. Dec. 31. 

New York—Intl. Heat! e & Ventilating Expo. 
ew York—Intl. Heating * 
genes, penteal Palace. Jan. 24-28. Charles 

. Roth. 

New York—Natl. Motor Boat Show, Grand 
Central Palace. Jan. 7-15. Ira Hand, 420 
Lexington ave. 

—— Farm Foods Expo. Jan, 5-7. 

. Day, Chamber of Commerce. 


OHIO 
Cincinnati—Cincinnati  Sportsmen’s Show at 
Music Hall. Jan. 26-Feb. 4. Address Secy., 
330 Chamber of Commerce Bldg. 
PENNSYLVANIA 
Harrisburg—State Farm Show. Jan. 17-21. 


CALIFORNIA 
Im —Imperial Co. Fair. March 6-13. D. 


. Stewart. 


San Bernardino—National Orange Show. 
March 17-27. William Starke. 

South San Francisco—Interstate Jr. Live- 
Stock & Baby Beef Show. Apr. 10-14. E. 
W. Stephens. 

CUBA 

Havana—Government Fair, Rancho Boyeros. 
Jan. 20-Feb. 20. 

FLORIDA 


Bowling Green—Hardee Co. Strawberry Festi- 
val. Jan. 10-15. J. A. Albritton, mgr.; E. 
8. Holman, secy. 

Bradenton—Bradenton Fair. Jan. 10-15, 

De Land—vVolusia Co. Agrl. Pair Assn. 
31-Feb. 5. W. M. Alexander. 

Fort Myers—Lee Co. Fair. Feb. 8-12, 

Eustis—Eustis Fair. Week of Jan. 3. 

Largo—Pinellas Co. Fair. 

Melbourne—Indian River Co. Fruit Festival 
S = Assn. Feb. 28-March 5. C. R. Me- 

ulty 

Orlando—Central Florida Expo. Feb. 14-19, 
Crawford T. Bickford. 

Palmetto—Manatee River Pair. Jan, 17-20. 


H. S. Hughes. 
Piast ee Seeierty Festival. Feb. 


Ruskin_—Plorida Tomato Festival. Apr. 27-30, 
George D. Buchanan. 

Sanford—Seminole Co, Agfl. Pair. Jan. 24-29, 
Jack A. Purcell. 

Sarasota—Sarasota Co. ge Assn. Probable 


dates, Feb. 21-26. W. T. Simpson. 
Tampa—Florida State Pair. Jan. 25-Feb. 5. 
P. T. Strieder. 


Vero Beach—Indian River Co. Fruit Festival. 
Jan. 31-Feb. 5. B. H. Phillips. 
Winter Haven—Florida Orange Festival. Jan. 
17-22. Almon R. Shaffer. 
LOUISIANA 


ge W. La. eo weer Pair. 
21- Sidney J. Bow 
— 
Grove—Putnam-Allen 
28-31. T. M. Teegardin. 
TEXAS 
El Paso—Southwestern Live Stock & Agri. 
Assn. Feb. 19-23. W. 8S. Foster. 
Ft. Worth—Southwestern ‘Expo > Fat Stock 
Show. March 11-20. John B 
San Angelo—San Angelo Fat Stock Show & 
Rodeo. March a J c. Deal. 


Ogden—Ogden Live-Stock Show. Jan, 7-13. 
. J. Pjelsted. 


Pair. Dee. 


Poultry Shows 


These dates are for a five-week period. 


Delta—Jan. 5-8. 
CONNECTICUT 
Middletown—Jan. 12-14. John L, Fisk, Box 


862. 
Waterb lan. 20-22. Mrs. Albert E. King, 
Box 159, Thomaston, Conn. 
KANSAS 
Topeka—Jan. 10-15. J. R. 
MA 


Boston—Dec. 27-Jan. 2. 
Park Sq. Bldg. 
A 
St. tne. 12-16. George J. Reinhardt, 
1607 N. Snelling ave. 
MISSOURI 
St. Lonis—Natl. Pigeon Assn. Jan. 20-24. 
George Hoerr, Box 27, Peoria, Ill. 
NEW YORK 
New York—Jan. 4-9. E. G. Jones, Box 472, 
Rochsster, N. Y. 


NORTH DAKOTA 
om Forks—Jan. 17-22. W. W. Blain, Box 


PENNSYLVANIA 
Uniontown—Dec. 27. Joseph Yarris, 
SOUTH DAKOTA 


Watertown—Jan. 4-7. Elwin H. Grow, Ohami- 
ber of Commerce. 


AH 
Ogden—Jan. 7-13. Wm. W. Shaw, 


Dog Shows 


These Dates Are for a Five-Week Period 


CALIFORNIA 
a a ng Hollywood Calif sit 
entura vi 
San FPrancisco—Jan. 28-29. Alex Wolfen, on is 


Front st. 
itimore x en. Foley, Inc., 2009 
— Jan. = 
Chestnut st., Phila., Pa. 


New York—J: P10. Foley. Inc., 2009 Chest- 
an. 9- ey, 
nut st., Phila., 
a 2 York—Jan. 16. Miss Iris de la Torre 
Bueno, 400 Pelham rd., New Rochelle, N. ¥- 
PUERTO RICO 
San Juan—Ponce de Leon Pair. Feb. 22 
March 6. 


. M. 208 Agri. Bldg., State College, Pa. 
Philadelphia — Motor Boat & Sportsmen’s 
Show of Phila. Jan. 22-29. F. H. Bates, 
1504 Fox Bldg. 
Philadelphia—Mummers’ Parade. Jan. 1. 


TEXAS 
El Paso—Southwestern -« Carnival. Dee. 
aoe 2. CC. M. Hendricks, Hotel Corte2- 


Ft. Worth—Auto Show. Jan. 20-23. F. J 
Keller, 1106 Electric Blidg., _ Dallas, 
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SHOW BIZ OPS’ HIT SOURCE 


New Items Winner List Headed 
By Gabbos, Strip Tease Gals 


Public likes merchandise numbers modeled after cur- 
rent show biz favorites—Bergen-McCarthy click creates 
demand for ventriloquist dummies on salesboards 


e 

NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Operators looking for merchandise hits have found it a 
wise policy to watch for the numbers released by live manufacturers, who follow 
the popularity trends of show business. Two phenomenally successful examples of 
ops (and manufacturers) cashing in on such show-business trends are the money- 
making jobs being done with Charlie McCarthy and other ventriloquists’ dummies 
on salescards and with the Strip-Tease High-Ball Glasses, which are being featured 
on deals, at bingo parties and by direct sellers working bars, taverns, grills, restau- 


rants, night clubs and homes. 


The McCarthy craze started less than 
@ year ago, when Bergen stole a Vallee 
radio show on which he guested with his 
wooden-headed friend and was given a 
régular air spot, picture contracts and 
leading night spot and stage dates. A 
smart merchandise manufacturer pro- 
duced a Charlie McCarthy dummy re- 
cently and card and board ops immedi- 
ately set up a number of deals around 
the popular figure. Two weeks ago N. 
Shure Company came along with Willie 
Talk, a sports-suited dummy complete 
with an 80-hole salescard and a 600-hole 
salesboard. Early reports on both deals 
indicate that they are real winners. 


New Entry 

Introduced on another page of this 
issue is a third entry in the dummy field, 
one Dummy Dan, the Ventriloquist Man, 
a creation of Ralph Freundlich, Inc. It 
won't be long before Dan lines up with 
a wide-awake salesboard operator and 
goes to town along with Charlie and 
Willie. 


But showing even more daring and 
imagination than the producers of the 


A Column for OPERATORS & 
DISTRIBUTORS of SALES- 
BOARDS, SALESCARDS and 


TRADE STIMULATORS. 


By BEN SMITH 


Looking back, this has been an inter- 
esting year and on the whole a profitable 
one despite the business recession of 
the last few months. More operators 
have come into the field, more deals 
have been offered, a more diversified line 
Or merchandise has been used-—imnany 
items in the higher price brackets—and 
more manufacturers have capitulated to 
the salescard market as an outlet for 
new creations. As a result the sales- 
card has become more strongly in- 
trenched than ever, not only because of 
the tremendous volume of merchandise 
it can move directly, but also because 
it has proved itself to be an important 
medium thru which to awaken con- 
sumer interest in a new item and in 
that way stimulate retail sales. 


Murray Gutterman, field manager of 
the Harlich Manufacturing Company, 
spent the last few weeks in the East 
covering the trade and renewing friend- 
ships with old customers. Tho things 
are rather quiet, he reports many new 
deals in -the works and is optimistic 
about business for 1938. A highlight of 

(See DEALS on page 111) 


Gabbo stooges for the merchandise fields 
were the creators of the strip-tease high- 
ball glasses. Whereas the popularity of 
ventriloquists’ dummies had reached a 
new all-time high when the manufac- 


turers decided to market them, bur- 
lesque and the strip tease had taken 
what some observers feel was a death 
blow just before the clothesless lovelies 
were put on the glasses. 

The bluenoses who are perpetually 
engaged in trying to save us all from 
the devil had clamped down on bur- 
lesque in New York and the censor fever 
of the dying patient spread to other 
cities. Burlesque died in the East and 
in its place was offered a new, nameless 
entertainment with no strip teasers on 
the bill. 

Theater operators, however, soon dis- 
covered that sans strip-tease artists 
houses folded like the pleats in an ac- 
cordion. Producers of the strip-tease 
highball glasses must have reasoned 
that if the writhe and wriggle gals can 


(See SHOW BIZ on page 112) 


One Out of Six Have It; 
~ Not Pyorrhea, Bingoitis 


FORT WAYNE, Dec. 25.—“It’s big 
business with capital letters,” says The 
Fort Wayne (Ind.) News-Sentinel in 
publishing results of a survey of bingo 
in the city. The findings of the survey, 
mede to find out, if possible, the basis 
for the unprecedented popularity of the 
game in the Hoosier city, and reported 
in a series of lengthy articles, disclosed 
that: 

Fort Wayne has approximately 20,000 
“confirmed” bingo players—that is, per- 
sons who play it regularly. The city’s 
entire population is only 120,000. 

An average of 4,000 persons flock to 
bingo parlors every day—the number 
varying between 2,000 on an off-night, 
like Monday, and 6,000 on Saturdays and 
Sundays. 

The daily average receipts by operators 
are upwards of $2,000, or over a season of 
200 days a total of $400,000 (which isn’t 


Attention: Direct Sellers 


A full report of the accomplish- 
ments of the National Association of 
Direct Selling Companies at its meet- 
ing at the Netherland-Plaza, Cincin- 
nati, will be published in the next 
issue of The Billboard, dated January 
8. Altho the meeting was held De- 
cember 10, most problems were re- 
ferred to specifically appointed com- 
mittees for action. These committees 
are at present working out what more 
dramatically inclined observers call 
“the fate of the direct selling forces 
of America.” 


Hello, ’38 


(An Editorial) 


Hello, ’°88. Don’t look so downhearted, so bewildered. We know this world of 
ours seems to you like it’s got itself into a terrible mess. It has. Japan, not con- 
tent, apparently, with protecting itself against that big brute China, has started 
doing some pretty nasty things to our own citizens and their Oriental properties. 

People are still out of work and’ on relief. Workers, 
picketing and striking, call employers big bums. And 


spirit of 
patrons well. 


employers, cursing business depressions and reces- 
sions, say so are the workers. 

Yeah, it’s a mess, but cheer up, there are still 
some nice people in the world. Don’t look now, but 
you see those firms listed on that other page under 
the white-on-black heading, “A Merry Christmas and 
a Prosperous 1938 to All Our Friends and Customers.” 
Well, they’re all business organizations who are aware 
of the sad state of international affairs and the busi- 
ness recession. But they still have enough of the 
peace-on-earth-and-good-will-to-men to 
spend hard-earned dollars to wish their friends and 


They do not speak in their paid space 


of bargain prices and sensational new super-smash 
merchandise hits. They are taking time out—as time 


should be taken out—-to say: “To hell with dollar- 


JOE CSIDA 


chasing for the time being. Merry Christmas and a 


grand and glorious New Year to you and yours.” 

In holding the above-mentioned lads up as an argument against your down- 
heartedness and your bewilderment, ’38, we may seem to be looking at the world 
thru rose-colored glasses, when seemingly the only true picture of the world’s 
state can be seen thru glasses colored a dark, smoky black. But our answer to 


that is—we only chose the example we 
sphere of activity. As you get around 


did because they are right in our own 
and as you grow older you will find a 


great many people, a goodly number of business organizations who are facing the 


future with a confident smile and a happy “everything’s gonna be all 
Our more cynical friends will say they’re nuts, but we feel that the 


attitude. 


right” 


optimists are the very ones who are going to stay right in there, swinging all the 
time and smile us out of the doldrums of bad business and laugh us out of a new 


world war. 


So cheer up, '38. You’re here now. Make yourself comfortable and watch 


us straighten out. 


chicken-feed in anybody’s language). 

At the average Fort Wayne bingo party 
cards sell two for 25 cents and are good 
for 25 games. The usual prize per game 
is a merchandise item worth about $1. 
Groceries and fruit are also featured. 

An increase in rental prices of Cal- 
houn street buildings is directly trace- 
able to bingo populafity. Nearly every 
available hall on the thorofare has been 
rented and most of them are doing a 
land-office business. 


MAYNARD REUTER, our capable Chi- 
cago confrere, forwards a letter he re- 
ceived from a theater manager in dis- 
tress. Maybe some of our bingo operator 
readers can help this gentleman. He 
writes: 

“Can you give me any information on 
theater bingo and where to get the bingo 
games and supplies? I get The Billboard 
every week but don’t seem to locate any 
one who advertises theater bingo. 

“Would appreciate this information 
very much as I want to boost business 
and I know that in New Jersey theaters 
have made a big go of it. 

“Yours thankfully, 
(Signed) “K. L. ROYCE, Manager, 
“Drummond Theater, 
“165 Lindsay street, 
“Drummondville, P. Q.” 

Come on, some of you wide-awake ops, 

give Royce a hand. 
» 


ANOTHER OF OUR ALERT ASSO- 
CIATES, Charlie Lomas, brings further 
news of the Automatic Bingo Mixer, 
which we mentioned severals pillars back. 
Jack Greenspoon, long known as one of 
the most on-the-level concessioners in 
the outdoor show biz, is a sponsor of the 
new device which will be called the 
K & G Automatic Bingo Mixer. Descrip- 
tive literature which the firm has readied 
describes the mixer as “fast, flashy and 
foolproof.” The mixer is electrically op- 
erated and, according to Greenspoon, 
who does not fool about such matters, a 


(See BINGO BUSINESS on page 110) 


Bingo Widower 


Here’s a new one: The “bingo wid- 
ower,” brother to the “bridge wid- 
ower.” We heard the other day thru 
a lawyer friend in Indiana of just 
such a bingo victim who is seriously 
contemplating the filing of divorce 
proceedings. Grounds: Cruel and in- 
human treatment, i.e., his wife plays 
bingo every afternoon and evening, 
spending the grocery money and neg- 
lecting to get the meals. The fact 
that the lawyer has advised the man 
against such action is unimportant. 
There remains a strong possibility the 
suit will be filed. And the judge’s 
decision in the case will probably take 
on a significance to bingo widowers 
equal to that of the invalidating of 
the NRA by the Supreme Court. 
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am erry ) XGmas and a Prosperous 1938 


to all 


our Customers ani Erients 


CARNIVAL 


NOVELTY CO.., INC. 


ROBT. Ay - fgg * BERNIE pga 
Sales Mgr. 
Now Located at 
30 West 3rd St., New York City. 
Phone: Gram. 7-1798. 
LARGER QUARTERS — LARGER STOCK 


Complete Line Of 
BINGO PRIZES 


Complete Bingo Equipment. 
Old Friends Lock Us Over. 


DIGUASTERS, ie 


111 Eighth Ave., 
New York City 
ee @ 

SEE OUR EXHIBIT 
BOOTH 135 
Coin Machine Show 
Chicago - January 17-20 


J. C. HARLACKER 


30 West 22nd St., 
New York City 


Bingo lap cards, series markers, 
and all necessary equipment to 
conduct group Bingo parties. 


M. SEIDEL & SON 


243 West 30th Street, 
New York, N. Y. 


Ee} 


Specializing in FUR COATS, 
JACKETS and SCARFS 


GREATEST SELECTION OF 


TIES 


FOR QUALITY — FOR PRICE 
Buy From 


CONTINENTAL MERCANTILE CO. 


414 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


MICROPHONES, AMPLIFIERS 
LOUD SPEAKERS, COMPLETE 
PUBLIC ADDRESS and 
BALLYHOO SYSTEMS, TUBES! 


Closing out at Bargain Prices. Tell us your 
requirements and get our prices. 


MILES REPRODUCER CO. 


Est. 1923 
812 Broadway. NEW YORK CITY. 


The firms represented on this page have worked faithfully 
during the year [937 to supply merchandise so vital to the 
interests of the concessioner, operator and salesman. They 
appreciate the patronage shownthem and pledge them- 
selves to continued service. On the other hand, we hope 
that you, who are reading this message, appreciate their 


efforts and will continue your patronage during 1938. 


TIES IN ALL PRICE RANGES 


WATCH FOR OUR NEW LINE 
AND NEW IDEAS IN 1938 


HERCULES NECKWEAR MFG. CO. 


772 Vermont St., BROOKLYN, WN. Y. 


WATCHES 


For 
BINGO, SALESCARD AND 
COIN MACHINE OPERATORS 
Write for 1938 Catalog. 


PLYMOUTH JEWELRY EXCH. 
163 CANAL S8T., NEW YORK cITY. 


New 


ltems 


Write to The Billboard, Buyers’ Service Department, 25 Opera Place, 
Cincinnati, O., for addresses of companies in this department 


ing the items 
Sky-Hi 


Keno, Bingo, Screeno and now it’s 
Ski-Hi. As the title suggests, the new 
game is built around aviation. As for 
fundamentals, it is the same as all the 
other games, but is nearest to Screeno 
in that it is played thru a tie-up with 
motion picture houses. The entirely new 
and different twist comes thru the ac- 
tion of airplanes on the screen instead 
of the number-calling system used on 
other games. Egli Company, Inc., origi- 
nator, is not holding back on Its pro- 
motion. Major airlines are co-operating 
to familiarize the public with air trans- 
portation. Also airline companies are 
awarding the first prizes. ‘In other 
words, whoever wins each game gets a 
free trip to some distant point on one of 
the air lines. Regular merchandise 
prices are being used also. 


Ad-Ventures 


Ad-Ventures Associates 

Plans for a new type screen entertain- 
ment, a copyrighted game for movie au- 
diences. Known as Ad-Ventures, this 
hovel contest is unlike any of the fa- 
Miliar games now being played in mo- 
tion picture theaters. It offers entertain- 
ment and is presented in film form. 
Sponsored by several national adver- 
tisers, it will soon be tested in theaters 
of important circuits in metropolitan 
New York. 


Improved Embroidery Mach 


Rupert Weidner, who manufactures an 
embroidery machine which has found 
favor among demonstrators working 
Stores and windows, states that his 1938 
model contains several improvements. 
These added features make the machine 
8o simple to operate that anyone can 
turn out wonderful work. Many demon- 
Strators who specialize in this type of 


which interest you. 


embroidery work find spots for operat- 
ing it in all seasons of the year. During 
the summer they find business at re- 
sorts among those who would have 
pennants and bathing suits embroidered. 
In the winter in department store loca- 
tions they embroider other kinds of ap- 
parél, including handkerchiefs and muf- 
flers. Firm will furnish further informa- 
tion upon request. 


New Display Idea 


Gam Sales Company 
announces a special box 
for display of its Barrel 
of Fun tickets, which 
may be used instead of 
a glass jar with all of 
firm’s new jackpot jar 
games. It is an attrac- 
tive box with hinged 
lid, in which the seal 
card fits for display and 
which may be closed 
when not in use. The 
box should be of bene- 
fit to operators, as it is 
an attraction on any 
dealer’s counter. The 
new box will be on dis- 
play at the Coin Ma- 
chine Show in Chicago 
next month. 


Winter Starting Solved 


Electrical Products Company has per- 
fected a new device which promises to be 
revolutionary in the auto accessory field. 
The solution to difficult winter starting 
lies in the battery, according to Electrical 
Products. Keep the battery warm, and 
no matter how cold the garage may be 
any motor will start. The unit can be 
demonstrated in a few minutes, is cheap 


and is needed. Company will be pleased 
to supply details. 


Another Dummy 


Dummy Dan is the latest ventriloquist 
man. He stands 31 inches, is dressed in 
sport clothes and retails for $7.50. Ralph 
A, Preundlich is the manufacturer, and, 
according to latest reports, item is al- 
ready a success. 


Mr. Jeep Makes His Debut 


That popular comic strip character, 
Jeep, has been skillfully copied and is 
being offered to the trade by Cameo Doll 
Company. It retails for $1 and should 
click on any prize game. 


New Glasses Cleaner 


Demonstrating fluids to cleanse glasses 
have long been profitable items for dems. 
Standard Laboratories has been selling a 
fluid to opticians since 1912 ‘brt is 
now offering attractive counter cards for 
quick sales to the cohsumer. Cards will 
be distributed thru agents. 


A Column for 
HOUSE and STORE-TO-STORE 
SPECIALTY SALESMEN. 


HOUSE-TO- 


By WALTER ALWYN-SCHMIDT 


Here is the cali record of one direct 
salesman: 100 calls: 27 not in, 11 re- 
fuse to give you a hearing, 22 see you 
outside the door, the remainder take you 
in. Percentages improve as you know 
your customers. You stand a better 
chance to enter the house on a farm 
where other persons are around. Women 
alone at home keep you outside. ‘More 
sales to women for low-priced articles. 
For high priced stuff ask for husband. 
One salesman thinks it is a good idea to 
ask for the husband anyhow, in case you 
can do so by the name. It creates con- 
fidence. Explain labor-saving features to 


the woman, technical features to the 
man. 
a 


Bob Golden writes that he never 
Presses up to the door whenever he 
makes a first call. After ringing the bell 
Or knocking he steps back a few feet 
and he adds another step backward 
when the door is opened. This gives the 
person inside a chance to view him. As 
he is a likable fellow with a friendly 
smile the inspection generally is favor- 
able. Always place yourself in view of 
the door or a window so that you can be 
easily seen. 

+ 


Why do manufacturers sending circu- 
lars to direct salesmen always hold 
back their best offer until the last letter? 
It’s a most unbusinesslike practice and 
it deceives none. It simply leads to 
salesmen not answering circulars until 
they know the special offer. Manufac- 
turers should realize that direct sales- 
men are business men like themselves. 
This stuff may appeal to the beginner, 
but it does not cut ice with the old- 
timer. Why not. make it a businesslike 
offer from the start and save postage? 


Margy Brown, who is in the subscrip- 
tion business, tells the writer of a new 
wrinkle in direct selling that started in 
the Northwest and seems to be making 
its way east. You take on a line of 
several articles, men’s clothing, ties, 
shirts, dress materials, dresses, hosiery 
and whatever you think you can sell. 
Only sample books are carried. The onl 
other necessary equipment is 100 pos 
cards and a fertile pen, unless you pre- 
fer doing the job over the telephone, 
which won't cost you anything except 
the monthly charge, because calls are 
unlimited inside your call district. When 
you get a new sample book in or have 
anything new you write postal cards to 
your neighbors or call them on the 
phone. Have a cup of coffee ready when 
they call. The delivery is made by the 
manufacturer direct to the customer. 
You keep the initial down payment. The 
trick is to have several non-competing 
lines and to be on the job with the 
telephone. Make a small price allowance 
to your customers. It’s a sort of a cot- 


(See DIRECT SALES on page 110) 
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THE HOTTEST SALESBOARD & PREMIUM ITEM 


“DUMMY DAN” 


The 
Ventriloquist 
Man 
The newest and most 


sensational number that 
is selling like wildfire. 


Everybody wants one. - 


RETAIL VALUE 
“wo 


Size 32 inches high. 


He’s dressed in sport 
clothes with checkered 
trousers, sport coat, vest, 
shirt, collar, snapy tie 
and Sherlock type hat. 


Also made in a 21-inch 
size. 


Cash in on this money- 
maker at once. 


SEE YOUR LOCAL 
JOBBER FOR 
PRICES 
OVER 2,000 SOLD 
BY ONE DEPART- 
MENT STORE. 


RALPH A. FREUNDLICH, Inc. 


200 FIFTH AVENUE NEW YORK CITY 


it BARKING DOG 


from HOLLYWOOD 


He Opens His Mouth and Barks and Wags His Tail. 
The Big Salesboard Item that “IS DIFFERENT.” 


Special Price, $36.00 per dozen, Net F.O.B. Los Angeles, 
or in lots of two dozen or more freight will be prepaid. 


Cash with order or 1/3 cash, balance C. O. D. 


J. S$. HEYMAN 


308 EAST NINTH STREET LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 


LOOK! JUST OFF THE PRESS. OUR 1938 
GENERAL CATALOG. 180 Pages of Latest 


and Fastest Selling Items at the Lowest 
Possible Prices... Be sure and mention your Line of Business. 


Buy Your Decorations, Noisemakers, Paper Hats, Serpentine 


Confetti and Balloons at Wholesale Prices. 


CARNIVAL HATS, Special! Billboard Assortment........ ....100, $1.50; 1000, $14.00 
NOISEMAKERS, Special Billboard rouge eo ol $ 
SERPENTINE CONFETTI, Regular Sc Package 1 4 

Wire or Airmail Half Cash ‘With Order, Balance C.0. 


MIDWEST MERCHAN DIS 73 co. 


-1026~28 BROADWAY, KANSAS.CITY, MISSOURI. 


SUPPLY HOUSES 


Tucker Duck and Rubber Company’s 
1938 catalog has just come off the press. 
Book is an attractive one, with some 
parts being printed in eight colors. 
Company manufactures Peerless folding 
furniture, juvenile furniture and a num- 
ber of other specialties, including the 
Fish-n-Float, which is said to be stand- 
ard equipment for many fisherman. 

New items recently added to the line 
and described in the catalog are an 
all-wood rocking chair, junior-size beach 
chair and an intermediate-size “Tucker- 
way.” Company continues to feature its 
white-frame folding furnii\ure. New 
catalog will be sent free wpon request 
to all dealers. 


Blaisdell Manufacturing Company an- 
nounces that sales on its Vac-U-Cup 
Floral Hanger, which it introduced to 
the trade recently to do away with the 
bugaboo of driving nails and marring 
painted finishes, have been far above 
expectations. Item is utilized in put- 
ting’ up decorations in store windows 
and at parties, weddings, banquets and 
funerals. It’s reasonably priced, and 
sales thus far have proven it to be a hot 
number for agents and salesmen work- 
ing stores, florists and funeral homes. 


DIRECT SALES—— 


(Continued from page 109) 
tage store without the need of carrying 
a stock, 


e 

By the way, my note about a farmer 
selling brooms which he makes him- 
self has brought some additional in- 
formation. Farmers, apparently, are 
more active in the direct selling business 
than I realized. Most of them start with 
selling one or the other product of their 
own manufacture. When they have got- 
ten under way they add others whith 
they buy from manufacturers, such as 
paints, grocery specialties and toilet 
goods. It’s a sort of a farmer’s wagon 
trade, but the farm roadside stand 
often is used for the purpose, 


e 
Says Jep Jepson, the super salesman: 
A well-pressed pair of ts is the best 
calling card. Always well dressed 
when making your rounds. If you must 
carry your Office in your hat make sure 
you have selected appropriate quarters. 
\ e 
What’s new, direct salesmen? Your 
friends want to hear from you. Drop me 
@ line and tell me what you are doing. 


BINGO BUSINESS—— 


(Continued from page 108) 
number of bingo experts have gone on 
record to say that the machine will fill a 
definite need. Firm name is K & G Out- 
door Builders, and working in the me- 
chanical department is another well- 
known outdoor show figure. Charlie Kid- 
der, who has built some of the business’ 
flashiest illusions and carnival fronts. 
Production will get under way shortly 
after the first of the year and Green- 
spoon promises full details at that time. 


PHENOMENAL is the word E. S. Lowe, 
one of bingo’s pioneers, uses to describe 
the business his firm did during 1937. 
And just in case anyone doubts it, E. S. 
left with the missus December 21 on 
the S. S. Champlain for a two-week 
cruise to the Bahamas, Kingston, Haiti, 
South America and Cuba. . E. S. says® 
“1938 will be an even bigger year than 
37, as far as bingo is concerned. The 
game is becoming more popular thruout 
the United States. Early in January, as 
a matter of fact, we will make an an- 
nouncement of importance to every 
bingo jobber and operator.” 


. . * 


HATS OFF to City Attorney Walter J. 
Mattison of Milwaukee, who recently 
said that church and fraternal organiza- 
tions running bingo games need have no 
fear of interference from his office as 
long as no cash prizes are awarded. . . 
When city officials release statements of 


SS a ee ee en 


BIG PROFITS for 
Salesboard Operators 
Handling CANDY BOARDS 


PE Sete at = 21 $5.75 


Here’s a Wonderful O nity for 4 
board Operators to hk yy- 
Good Profits. Order right now and A, “he 
business. Deal consists of the following: 
42 Half-Pound Boxes Fancy Chocolates, 
6 Full Pound Boxes Chocolates. 
3 Three-Pound Boxes Fancy See. 
1 Three-Hundred-Hole Salesboard. 
eur Gen 4 Numbers. 


Ont 5.76. 
— of Soe 00 Is yy tb c. 0. D. 
Orders. 


ee ee 


SS 


Send for complete list of Turkey Cards and 
New Salesboards. Xmas Edition of the Hus- 
tler Catalog now ready for distribution. When 
requesting copy mention your line of business. 


LEVIN BROTHERS, 
TERRE HAUTE, IND. 
AxraeasVVaasaaanaad 
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ATTENTION 
OPERATORS! 


Record Low Prices on 
Charms and Novelty 
Merchandise for Candy 
Vending Machines, Ro- 


tary Merchandisers and 
Digger Machines. Ev- 
erything That’s New at 
Prices That Defy Com- 
petition! 


Seno For Our 
Latest Catatoc ! 


GELLMAN BROS 


119 No. 47H ST. 
1 MINNEAPOLIS. MINN. 


EXCEPTIONAL WATCH VALUES 


WHILE THEY LAST! 
WALTHAM & ELGIN 18 Size 
Railroad Pocket Watches, Chrome 


Case. 
T-Jewel. Each ...... $2.25 
—— am 


17-Jewel. Eac 3. 
ELGIN oF WAL THA 7d, 12x86 
ioe Geb. -... * $2.75 


ua & WALTHAM—127970 8 70 sive Knife Edge. 
nM Ly Black Enamel $4. 
>. Be 20 0b Gare wenwead 


_ 

Same 15 Jewel, Ea. $6.00. Chain to match 50c 

SPECIAL Prices. FOR ~ “atl use 
5 

25% Deposit, Balance ©. o. D. send tor Catalog. 


N. SEIDMAN, 
173 Canal Street, NEW YORK, N. ¥. 


sane VAC-U-CUP PLenne HANGER! 
ia Fu floral decoratio 
at ss ‘unctions, ay 
Fune 


conn on » dent in dozen at gross 
Bresyone wants them for 

their family -\ 
Retails at $1. cost To 
YOU 85c DOZEN. ‘$8.50 GROSS, 
BLAISDELL MFG. CO., 


Dept. E-632, Brockton, Mass. 


that kind it ought to convince those 
dangling dollar prizes before their play- 
ers that it’s not the thing to do. Good 
merchandise prizes are the life blood of 
the bingo business and the sooner all 
ops realize it the better. 

* . . 

SO MANY LETTERS asking how to 
conduct a bingo party have come in to 
us in recent months that we have begun 
negotiations for permission to reprint 
one of the most comprehensive and 
helpful booklets ever compiled on the 
subject. We're not going to tell you the 
name of it yet, but we'll announce the 
first installment of a series of articles in 
an early issue. Watch for it. 


SPEAKING OF LETTERS, let us 

mind you once again that the more > often 
we hear from you the better will we be 
able to serve you. We want to write what 
you want if you'll just write and tell us 
what you want. . . . Or is that too con- 
fusing? . . . Well, anyway, HAPPY NEW 
YEAR! 
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SHOELAGES—Americon Made, Black 32c 


or Brown, 27 in. Gross 


Send for 1938 Catalogue. 


BENGOR PRODUCTS «. 


878 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N.Y. 


DW INT te 


JOBBERS 
DON’T BUY 


Bingo Cards, Markers, Supplies, etc. 
WAIT 


FOR OUR SENSATIONAL 
ANNOUNCEMENT 


in 
JANUARY 15TH ISSUE 


E. S. LOWE CO., Inc. 


698 6th Ave., New York City. 


ROHDE-SPENCER c., Whotesste Hows Ho se 
223-225 W. Madison & 


REMEMBER 


CENTRAL'S GUARAN- 
S REBUILT 
TCHES 


cases one tested for accuracy. 
livery in any ye ‘send. for our NEW 
CATALOGUE TOD 


CENTRAL 


WATCH MATERIALS & SUPPLY CO., 


INC.. 134 South Elghth Street, 
—,€ HILADELPHIA, PA. queen 


SVENGALI 
MAGIC DECKS 


Is the finest Svengall Deck ever manufactured. 
jade af new cards, bridge size, all die cut. Dozen, 
~~ =H ross, $38.50. Sample, Postpaid, 35 Cents. 

of 300 Magic, poke Novelties, Party Goods 


Ss. S. ADAMS CO., Asbury Park, NW. J. 


[Ae UTE" EUR COATS 


— pos 
' M.SEIDEL & SON: Balance 
©, «49 W. 20th St, H.1.6, 0-0-0. 


TELL THE ADVERTISER IN THE 
BILLBOARD WHERE YOU GOT 


HIS ADDRESS 


DEALS—— 


(Continued from page 108) 
his trip was a stopover at the Master 
Distributing Corporation, where he 
locked heads with Al Lockyer and Mur- 
ray Potruch on their big campaign for 
next year. While in New Yotk Gutter- 
man made his rounds accompanied by 
T. D. Tumpson, New York representative 
of the Harlich Manufacturing Company. 
. 


There has been a definite trend away 
from large cards and big take-ins, and 
from all indications this trend will be 
followed thru in 1938. Small cards are 
easier to place, they turn over faster 
and a greater percentage of them are 
completed. 

. * . 

Earl Jasper has been selected to han- 
dle the Diecasters’ line salesboard and 
premium trade in the Middle West. He 
will exhibit the line at the Coin Ma- 
chine Operators’ Convention in Chicago. 

> 


The N. & M. Novelty Company was 
organized recently to originate and dis- 
tribute novelty and premium salescard 
deals. A. Mac Kay, of that firm, is now 
working on several deals which he ex- 
pects to break some time in January. 

7 . 


Bill Dickens, of the Dickens Adver- 
tiging Company, was Johnny-~on-the- 
Spot in following thru on the popu- 
larity of Charlie McCarthy. For the 
past few weeks he has been working a 
beautiful replica of that talkative indi- 
vidual on a 75-hole card, 1 to 35 cents. 
Deal takes in $21.75 and gives away two 
Charlie McCarthy ventriloquist dum- 
mies and four Wahl Eversharp pencils. 
There are seven free numbers on the 
card. 

* *. J 

Al Beck, formerly associated with the 
Dickens Advertising Company, has sold 
his tavern in Greenpoint and is back 
with the Dickens Company. He is also 
working Charlie McCarthy. 

. . 


Fleischaker & Baum are the licensed 
manufacturers for the Charlie McCarthy 
replica and offer a book of instructions 
with each doll. 

7 * . 

This ventriloquist craze is sweeping 
the country and two other dolls which 
are finding public favor are Willie Talk 
and Dummy Dan. 

. . « 
A Happy New Year and profitable 
Operation to you all. 


There seems to be no limit to the 
craze for strip-tease glasses which is 
recking the nation. Burel & Company 
are the latest concern to take a crack 
at the pot of gold that’s nestling in the 
new highball glasses by offering a six- 
_ assortment on a 36-hole sales 


GAMES ARE BACK—— 


(Continued from page 103) 


said 150 people were put back to work 
in three estab¥shments alone, while an- 
other 200 got jobs in smaller places. 

This is expected to boom trade for 
‘walk amusement enterprises also. George 
Miller’s big radio game was one of the 
first to take the boards down. Garden 
Pier will have two sports attractions tor 
Christmas. Steel Pier will go the entire 
week with pix, dance and vaude. Holly- 
wood on the avenue will also have flesh 
for the week. Bennett Toulsey, of the 
Traymore Hotel, is sending 100,000 let- 
ters to former visitors, asking their 
opinions of what the city should have 
in amusements. 

Jules Falk, music director of Steel 
Pier, is confined to his home in Phila- 
delphia following a severe illness in Chi- 
cago. Holiday reservations were re- 
ported to be up to par by hotels, altho 
the city’s press bureau work was 
in putting pep into the Christmas seu- 
son. 


CINCINNATI, Dec. 25.—Floyd Newell, 
press agent Mighty Sheesley Midway, 
arrived here Thursday from Kansas City 
for a few days’ rest, after which he will 
return to Kansas City. There he will 
attend the Heart of America Showmen'’s 
Club and banquet and ball and remain 
until after New Year’s Day. Newell re- 
ported that in his opinion this event 
will outdo all past HASC celebrations. 


ATLANTIC CITY.—New Jersey resorts 
asked government aid in removal of an 
oil barge ashore off Beach Arlington, 
fearing that its breakup will do great 
harm to next season's prospects. About 
365,000 gallons of crude oil in the barge 
would be dumped into the sea if it 
breaks up, remaining in the water until 


“WILLIE TALK” 


Genuine Ventriloquist Dummy 
THE BEST BOARD ITEM IN 
THE LAST TEN YEARS! 

Don’t wait! Get your orders in 
and be the first to feature this 
Dummy that is 
asking for now! 
34 In. Tall, Dressed in Sport Suit. 
Has Controls in Back to Operate. 
Mouth Opens and Shuts, Head 
Turns. Shipping Weight 8 Lbs. 


lh Sure to — - pee 
ion Charges wit 


No. B36N387 0:::. 


A1176—80-Hole Push Card. 
A1177—600-Hole Salesboard. 


Saleshoard Operators 


Here’s a Natural! 


$36.00 | size Eocn 


PUSH CARDS AND BOARDS WITH PICTURE OF DUMMY 


Per Dozen ..........$1.50 
Peeve e err rere: ll 


FAST SELLING XMAS SPECIALS 


BINIOS — Per Gross .......$21.00 
Packed 6 Glasses in Beautiful Cold, Black and Red Display Boxes 
Par Qe ctdccdccccesocccsee 


Peek-A-Boos. Novelty Drinking 
Glasses. Each glass bears an 
artistic reproduction of a Demvre 
Girl in a colorful costume. Turn 
the glass around and the costume 
drops away, revealing her in na- 
ture’s own. 
Packed 1 Dozen to Box— | 
6 Distinctive Styles. 
Shipping Weight, ‘2 Dozen 5 
Pounds—1! Dozen 6 Pounds. 
Be sure to include transportation 
charges with order. 


Per Dozen.........-$1.85 


Per Box of 6.......$1.20 


N. SHURE C 


s CHICAGO, ILL. 


ADAMS and WELLS STS. 


to the many readers of The 
Billboard who have helped to 
make 1937 our most success- 
ful year. 

é 


‘PREMIUM MART 


822 N.THIRD ST. MILWAUKEE,WIS. ge 


HOT OFF THE PRESS! 


THE NEW 1938 CHAMPION CATALOG 
@ Lowest b PvteepanStame for Live we Wag Pi 


h —Streetmen— 


and Office Canvas 


a Sidetine Merchandise. Also Salesboards, Premiums, Notions, Carded 


@ Write for Gatalon an FREE SAMPLE CASE OFFER—Right Now! 
CHAMPION SPECIALTY CO, 


spring when, it is said, it would make 
beaches unfit for bathing. 


NEW ORLEANS.—Denizens of Audu- 
bon Park Zoo are sustaining Sunday 
afternoons over Station WWL, a new 
program featuring a weekly visit to a 
section of the zoo where visitors ask 
questions of attendants. Listeners have 
come to know considerably more about 
the zoo’s hundreds of animals, in addi- 


814-X CENTRAL ST., KANSAS CITY, MO. 


tion to the aquarium and Popp Gar- 
dens that surround the zoo. Large pat- 
ronage is attracted to the park to see 
the broadcasts. Frank E. Neelis, super- 
intendent, reports the modernized 


steam-heated plant has been timely, 
with coldest weather in many years find- 
ing animals kept comfortable and sub- 
ject to few colds. About 2,500 bales of 
hay were harvested from outlying sec- 
tions of the park. 
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JOS. HAGN CO., 


SHOW BIZ—— 

(Continued from page 108) 
fill theaters they can also induce people 
to purchase glasses. 


No Glass Design Censors 

While the producers of the dummies 
simply picked an obvious headliner for 
a@ merchandise tie-up, the high-ball glass 
manufacturers neatly selected a partic- 
ular type of act and cashed in on the 
popularity of this act. Doing the latter 
successfully is a much tougher trick than 
the former. 

And since there were no censors on 
glass design, manufacturers produced 
smart high-ball receptacles with the lady 
in red on the outside and the lady in 
the flesh on the inside. Hosts and 
hostesses at parties thruout the country 
wowed their guests with the snappy 
highball strippers. 

Salesboard ops, bingo ops, house-to- 
house and store-to-store salesmen 
stocked up on the item and it has been 
sweeping the country and rolling up big 
profits for the wide-awake operators ever 
since. 

Of course, the idea of creating mer- 
chandise numbers based on show biz 
favorites is not a new one, but it has 
never been brought home more force- 
fully than with the introduction of the 
dummy clan right on the heels of the 
hip-heavers. 


BROADCAST—— 


(Continued from page 103) 
Was a stranger, but they took him in. 

‘*He was poor, weak, emaciated, suf- 
fering from burns and bad bruises. He 
was slowly dying because of lack of 
blood in his veins and arteries. 

‘*A story about his pitiful condition 
was printed in The Greenwood Com- 
monwealth. A few minutes after the 
paper appeared on the streets 30 
people went to the hospital willing to 
submit to blood transfusions—willing 
to open their veins and pour blood into 
the body of a man whose name they 
did not know. More than three dozen 
other persons phoned that they would 


SELLING wit ‘ire 
WILD FIRE 
DEAL No. 1—Dental Cream, Glant 10c 
er, Giant Tube, Shaving —_ 
cll, Pair 27-inch Shoe Laces. 


Tube, Tooth Brush, Ceilophaned. 
Styptic Pencil, 10 Blue Stee! 


Complete Deal .........+2-0% 
DEAL No. 2—Shaving Cream, Giant 
Tube, Sharpening Hone, Styptic 
Pencil, 10 Blue Steel Blades. Com- 
plete Week 2c wc sosdserebsene 
DEAL No. 3—Shaving Cream, Lath- 
Biades, Complete Deal ...... IIc 
DEAL No. 4—5 Blue Steel Biades, 1 
Shaving Cream, Double-Edge Ra-|] 0 
zor, Styptic Pencil, Complete Deal 
DEAL No. 5—Shaving Soap, in Box, 
5 Blue Steel Blades, Styptic Pen- 1 
HOLE, Ci 
Gasoline, Novelty or Plain Head- 
_ * Boards. Big Variety. Your 


olce, Each 70¢ 
As always we guarantee NEVER to be 
By 196-Page 
72-Page Salesboar atalog 
Novelty Catalog FREE With All Orders. 


Send Orders to New York Only. 


rette, 


eee ee 


901 BROADWAY, New York, N. Y. 


» We SHIP from COAST TO COAST for LESS 


Bargain House 


CHICAGO, 


NUDIES GLASSES 
SALES SENSATION 


A lovely lady In a colorful costume on the 
outside. Turn the glass around and... . 
ah! . . . gone is the costume. Fill up the 
glass and see what happens! Everybody 
wants a set. Sells over Cigar, Gift, Novelty 
and Bar Supply Counters. Size: 10 oz. 
Retails 25c Each. Packed 6 glasses with 
assorted figures to the Carton. Order 
No. B47. Per Dozen, $1.86. Per $21 
Gross 


re 


Sample Box of 6, $1.25. 
Shipped by Express Only. 


217 to 225 W. MADISON ST. 


ILLINOIS 


give their blood if a test showed it 
would match that of the patient. 


**There still is a lot of unselfish lov- 
ing in the world—millions of men and 
women willing to sacrifice. 

**Those folks up at Greenwood who 
offered to open their veins to save the 
life of a stranger in their midst be- 
long in the same class with the good 
Samaritan. 

**There was not one chance in a thou- 
sand for the recovery of that dying pa- 
tient, obscure and unknown, in a Green- 
wood hospital. So said the doctors, and 
they well knew. Yet there were many 
people in the community ready and 
willing to give their own life blood in 
the effort to save a stranger. 

PO oly the story. Nothing more to 


We can hardly believe that the in- 
jured employee was given little or no 
attention by the carnival company con- 
cerned, as the editorial would indicate. 
Probably the management has some- 
thing to say about this. 


ie ie 
OE GALLER on the letterheads and 
envelopes of his Buckeye State 
Shows uses the catchline, ‘‘The car- 
nival with the community spirit.’’ We 
like the wordage not only because it 
indicates interest in the community, but 
because it means exactly what it indi- 
cates. Anyone who knows Joe as we do 
will vouch for that. He is a strong be- 
liever in building for the future thru 

clean amusements. 
+ 


oe 
(Sse of you who have been follow- 
ing this column will recall the tall 
story we credited Herb Maddy with 
several issues ago—the story about his 
giant fishworm, Oscar, that grasps a 
ring on the end of a rope with his 
mouth, then jumps into the water and 
strangles fish weighing as much as 20 
pounds. Herb now tells us in a message 
from his Cold Privy Ranch at Woods- 
town, N. J., that Oscar ‘‘was greatly 
pleased with the publicity you gave 
him recently in your column and wants 
me to thank you. Having mastered the 
fishworm language, I have long conver- 

sations with Oscar. 

** *And please, Uncle Herb,’ he said 
today, ‘tell that nice Mr. Hartmann 
how your decoy bass saved me from 
drowning.’ Well, Al, I have six live 
bass that I have trained as one trains 
a ranch cowboy. I turn these bass out 
of the live box into the water—they 
cruise around and herd into a bunch 
a school of fish. They cut out the small 
ones and slowly drive the larger ones 
toward the bank of the river or lake. 
Then Oscar jumps in and strangles the 
big victims. 

**One evening the bass were doing 
their work splendidly and Oscar had 
wrapped the boa constrictor-like body 
of his around a weighty pickerel when 
a darned firefly came along, parked on 
the fish line and burned it in twain. 
There was Oscar floundering around in 
the water—he cannot swim—and I, be- 
ing crippled, could not plunge in and 


. or we cheerfully refund your money. Our men 

cern up to 400 per cent profit with The New 
Lite O-Phone cigar lighter. Bu-iness repeats from year to year 
with no additional investment. on unkmited field. Great De- 
mand. Good open territories, Pleasant work among high class 
business men. A money mater without equal for you. Get full 


facts todey 
MW. M. Co. Dept. 28 


Aurora, Missours 


save him, 

**Angel Eyes, the brains of the de- 
coy bass herd, noted Oscar’s predica- 
ment and lined her brother and sister 
bass in formation. The six swam to 
Oscar’s side, he crawled up on their 
scaly backs that formed a raft, and the 
bass brourht him to shore, I’ll tell the 
world that bass have brains and know 
how to use them.’’ 


. 


Christmas Special 
Offer 
O wEEKks $200 


ONLY TEN CENTS A COPY 


SAVE 
$1.00 

On Single 
‘Copy Value 


NOW YOU CAN GET 
ALMOST 


MONTHS 


FOR A LIMITED 
TIME ONLY... 


$9.00 


) We ad Ad Ses 


THIS OFFER EXPIRES JANUARY 15, 1938 


MAIL THIS COUPON NOW 


THE BILLBOARD PUBLISHING CO., 11 
25 Opera Place, Cincinnati, O. 


Please enter my subscription for the next 20 weeks, for which | 


inclose, not the $3 | would pay at the regular single copy price, but 
ONLY $2. 


| NEW Name ..... 


| RENEWAL Address 


creer e ewe ree eere eee eeeeeeseeeseseeeeseeeetye 


Occupation 


Subscribers may take advantage of this offer to extend their subscriptions. 


Foreign rate, $3. 
Regular rates: One Year, $5; Single Copy, 15¢ in U. S. A. and Canada. 


| 
I 
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This $2 rate applies only in United States and Canada, 
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REMINGTON 


PENS@PENCILS@COMBOS 


" flay 1938 
Be to Bou and Bours 
The Werp Best Cer 


st Service SULLY” 
JOHN F. SULLIVAN 
458 Broadway, 


NEW YORK CITY. 
“7a RINGS 


Cameo and 
Whitestone. 
Highest Grade 
Rhodium and 
Finish. Send $2 for 20 
———| Samples of popular styles. 

NEW | OLYMPIC BEAD 
oo. 307 5th Ave., New York 

» Showing Latest Styles in Crystal-Rainbow and 
covelty Jewelry. d $2.00 for Line No. 24 of 
Pendants, Crosses, Bracelets and Items for Engrav- 
Ing. 


UNDERWOOD 


Gold 


PEARL PLUNGERS, Special $24.00 OF Ses. 


PENS @ PENCILS @ COMBOS 


GRODIN PEN CO., itow Yor ony 


York City. 


ELGIN & WALTHAM 
WRIST WATCHES BS *V.OS 


In New Cases, 


Send for Circular, showing the Biggest Bargains 
Rebuilt Watches and unredeemed Diamonds 
the country. 


H. SPARBER & co. 


106 North 7th 


in 
in 


PLUNGER PENS, $20.00 PER GROSS. 


Don’t Buy Your —_ Until You See Our 
No. 4—MOTTLED PLUNGER....... $20.00 
No. 4—PEARL PLUNGER ........ 3.50 
No. 6—MARBLE CORK PLUNGER 21.50 
No.6——PEARL PLUNGER ........ 6.00 


All 4 Samples, Prepaid, 75c. 


BENSON PEN CO, 247, Plymouth, Rida. 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


PILI 


Christmas Card Agents 
Large profits easily earned selling new 
21 Folder Assortment. Sells on sight 
for $1. Other Holiday Assortments. 
Write for particulars. 

DOROTHEA ANTEL, 
226 W. 72nd St., New York, N. Y. 


We Manufacture a Complete Line of Fountain Pens, 
M Sets. 


echanical Pencils and Gift 


SOUTHERN ‘PEN co. 


Manufacturers Since 1913. 


16 N. Union St., Petersburg, Va. 
Send $1.00 for Samples. Prompt Shipments. 


REX HONES 3c Each 


Now Less Than 


$4.25 a Gross 
tnd $1.00, Bal. 6. 0. D., = aSy 
us Postage. 
ent, Hone in eae ive capeeens All 
x, priced 50c. A real fas AF 
entt ing po thwny stone of good ery BLADES 
quality. Wonderful , - rl 


Srator for Pitchmen. Hone men are cleani 
ACT QUICK. REX-HONE MFRS., 1500 
Madison, BR-1, Chicago, Hl. 


AGENTS --- PITCHMEN 


Sell “KLEAR VISION” for Glasses, Auto 
Cafe, Hotel, Display Windows. vents steaming 
ind fogging. Fast seller next 90 days. In paste 
form. Pocket size. Sample, 15c. 

A. PRODUCTS CO., 


fon 


E. 
214 214 West 6th, Tulsa, Okla. 


soupor & Medicine Men 


have a new, large flash, cellophane wrapped Herb 
; wkage, priced low. Also new coupon set-up. Must 
be seen to be appreciated. Lowest prices on regular 
hackages, Prepaid samples dim 
THE DAMON Co., Geneseo, mm. 


-PAPERMEN 


Attractive farm paper proposition. For good 

einer territory write C. L. DOBSON, Raleigh, 

+ or R. W. TAYLOR, Cotton Exchange 
Blas. Memphis, Tenn. 


End your correspondence to advertisers by men- 
tioning The Biliboard. 


men, 


A department for Pitchmen, Demonstrators, Novelty Sales- 
Medicine , Agents, Streetmen and Others. 


by BILL BAKER 
(Cincinnati Office) 


HERMAN BRENT . 

queries from Richmond, Va.: “Why don’t 
some of these fellows who persist in 
complaining about bad spots and issuing 
veiled digs at others in the ‘profession 
start a newspaper of their own?” 


TOM SIGOURNEY... 

who has returned to Houston and is 
living with his folks there, inks that the 
town is full of “curbstoners” working 
toys and novelties. Tom says there is no 
reader nor pitchmen in the city. He adds 
that Atlanta, Tex., is a good Saturday 
spot. Here’s another of Tom’s epigrams: 
“Many a fellow is called a heel because 
some other fellow doesn’t agree with him 
about something: like dividing money 
evenly.” : 


DAVE WINNE . 

advises from Milwaukee that a new pitch 
store has been opened there and at pres- 
ent is enjoying gbod business. Included 
in the line-up are Al Leech, food prod- 
ucts and exercisers; Van DeGraw, sham- 
poo; Doc Morris, corn punk; Doc Med- 
bury, tablets, and Hop Green, sharpeners. 


THINGS WE NEVER HEAR: A civic au- 
thority’s New Year’s resolution. “Now more 
than ever | must try not to discriminate 
against good, clean warking pitchmen because 
of the indiscrect methods of a few ‘wise’ 
workers.” 


WITH THE ADVENT... 
of the new year Pitchdom will again take 
on new life and confidently prepare for 
increased sales over 1937. 


HAVEN’T BEEN... 

bothered with unsigned communications 
lately, but one crept into the batch of 
pipes which arrived last week. It was 
mailed from Rosenberg, Tex. Too bad 
it had to be pigeon-holed. * 


TAKE A GANDER... 

at the letter list this issue, fellows. A 
lot of mames are being advertised, and 
going over it hurriedly Bill noticed that 
a number of them belong to pitchmen. 


THERE ARE A NUMBER... 

of pitchmen who still write in requesting 
to be remembered to their friends. Once 
again permit us to remind you that we 
would be glad to carry out your wishes, 
but if we did the column would be over- 
loaded with such requests. You can al- 
ways drop your friends a line thru The 
Billboard Mail Forwarding Department. 
We will, however, publish names of per- 
sons from whom you would like to read 
pipes. 


DON’T ATTEMPT to demonstrate what you 
say. Demonstrating what you sell is what 
pays off. 


BILL WESTFALL .. 

is reported to be gathering plenty of 
lucre in the smoky confines of Pitts- 
burgh. 


CONTRARY TO WHAT... 


a few of the boys sometimes think, a fel- 
low isn’t merely seeking publicity when 
he sends in a pipe. We grant you the 
publicity doesn’t hurt, but the majority 
of fellows sending in communications 
feel that they are only doing their bit 

wards making the column a better and 
more helpful one. There is no better 
way to promote good feeling, respect 
and fellowship in the field. So don’t 
be reticent about shooting pipes. Come 
right in with ’em. 


TOM KING .. 
is reported to be working Texarkana, 
Tex., with his Indian display. 


DOC PIERCE... 

and his assistant, Strawberry Roan, are 
reported to be ensconced in Ponca City, 
Okla., for the winter. 


SALES THAT could have been made today 
may not be there tomorrow. 


ROVING AL BURDICK .’.. 

pipes from Warren, Tex., that his busi- 
ness is holding up much better than he 
had anticipated. Al says that he has 
been visiting several shows and is still 


painting signs and conducting his mer- 
chant shows to fair success. He reports 
that the mill country there is okeh for 
shows and adds that he will jump into 
Beaumont before filling a Christmas 
show engagement in Jasper, Tex. 


WHAT WE DESIRE is lots of pipes. They've 
been coming ir nicely and there’s plenty of 
room for all if you'll just keep ’em brief 
and to the point. Come on, you guys who 
haven’t piped in for a long time. Let’s hear 
from you. 


PAUL E. MAPLES... 

secretary and treasurer of the Dr. L. P. 
Stanton Medicine Museum, inks from 
Texarkana, Tex., under date of Decem- 
ber 14 that the organization has been 
enjoying good business. Members of the 
show, according to Paul, include Dr. L. 
P. Stanton, herbs; Dr. Hammock, tonic 
and oil; Whitey Hollimond, X-ray 
scopes, and Duke Doebber, watches and 
blades, and Dr. Lowell. Paul adds that 
any showmen making that territory are 
welcome to stop in for a visit. 


A LATE ARRIVAL... 

to the pitch contingent now wintering 
in Muskogee, Okla., is Bennie Price, who 
blew into that burg last week. 


LEONARD ROSEN ... 

and his partner are working a depart- 
ment store in Memphis to a reported 
good business. 


BUS ROBERTSON : 

wigwags from Memphis that he and Joe 
Morris are working ties and forms in a 
chain store there to fair business. Bus 
adds that his wife, Marion, who was 
rushed to the St. Joseph Hospital there 
recently for an appendectomy, is anxious 
to hear from her many friends. Bus 
would like to read pipes from the gang 
that made the Oklahoma City Fair. 


JUST LIVING in the winter is usually the 
result of high living in the summer. It might 
be well for us to include the habit of using 
more logic next season in our resolutions 
for 1938. 


“HAVE FOUND THE SOUTH... 

very poor,” scribbles Chic Denton from 
Greenville, Miss., under date of Decem- 
ber 16. “Am at present in the Queen 
City of the Delta and business is just 
usual, with no extra Christmas business. 
Will hold a sale in Dyersburg, Tenn., 
next week and then head for the coal 
fields of Kentucky, Illinois and Iowa. 
Big cotton crop and low prices have 
made the cotton country bad this year. 
Shreveport, La., is fair, but the oil fields 
bordering it are responsible for that con- 
dition.” 


DOC SHERMAN . 


is working plates in a department store 
in Canada. 


DR. H. J. CLAYTON... 

advises from Seminole, Okla., that his tip 
to the fraternity is “skip this spot.” He 
says he hopped down to the Oklahoma 
city from the Southern Illinois coal fields 
to duck the cold and found little money 
and no pitchmen there. He adds that 
Seminole officials are okeh and the town 
has no reader. 


MADALINE E. RAGAN... 


of the famous pitch twins, is still work-. 


ing Pennsylvania territory, according to 
reports from that sector. 


ART COX .. 

comes thru with the following effusion 
from Toronto under date of December 
18: “My wife and I are feeling fine since 
being released from the hospital and it 
certainly feels good to be out in circula- 
tion again. Before going any farther, 
however, I want to thank all the boys 
who wrote me while I was shut in, but 
thanks will never come close to covering 


- what I wish to express in appreciation 


of their kindness, cheerful letters and 
the many offers of assistance. It all 
goes to prove what a fine bunch the 
boys and girls in pitchdom are when 
necessary. Lou and I are working de- 
partment stores in Canada and business 


PITCHMEN 


Here is the winter item that you 
need. Sell “I. C.”” Eyeglass Cleaner, 
the new liquid cleaner that not only 
cleans the glasses, but leaves a pro- 
tective film that prevents fogging 
and_ steaming. 
Get Started on This Now. 


Price, $7.20 Per Gross; Sample, 10c. 


GOLD MEDAL PRODUCTS CO. 


133 E. Pearl St., Cincinnati, Ohio. 
We. 1 Outil. Step 157, fn. edt 


Sample 25c. 


RADIO STROPPER CO. 


See Our New Items. 


SANDWICH, ILLINOIS 


EXPERIENCED 
PAPERMEN 


Come to Texas, where business is good. Well-known 
National Farm Paper for square-shooters. 


. HUFF, 
P. O. Box 221, 


Temple, Tex. 


MED. MEN OPPORTUNITY 


Ise G.P.L. Quality Preparations. complete 
pa show, private label and Office Special line. 
Immediate service. Reasonable prices. Wholesale 
catalogue on request. 

GENERAL PRODUCTS ~~" ~~ pice 


anufacturing Pharmac 
137 E. Spring St., _ SR oO. 
START THE NEW YEAR RIGHT! 


The oni 


Pen just like a Banker, is another Banker. 
PLU 


GERS — COMBINATIONS — SETS 


JAS. a gy at The Fountain Pen King, 


487 B'way, N. Y.; CHICAGO, 180 W. Adams St. 
784 Mission St., San Francisco, Calif. 


is better than it has ever been. We 
are getting a break from the weather, 

» and we have had no severe cold 
thus far this month. My side kick, Billy 
Knox, is helping me and has turned out 
to be a good tie-form worker. We plan 
to go to Florida after the first of the 
year. Would like to read pipes from 
Frank Libby and wife, Frenchy Thibault, 
Bert Hall, Eddie Gillispie, Lewis Smith, 
Ray Mart, Jack Mahoney, Tom Kennedy, 
Doc Reed and May Gorman.” 


ANENT FUTURE PROSPECTS pitchmen are 
resourceful and extremely hard to discourage. 
Their vocation makes them so. e 
W. P. (BILL) DANKER... 
continues to make Indiana spots to a re- 
ported good business. 


DR. AND MRS. W. R. KERR 


are reported hibernating in South Caro- 
lina for the winter. 


MONTGOMERY DEAN .. 
is reported to be working to an okeh 
business in Lincoln, Neb. 


“AM BACK IN . 

Tdaho and certainly happy to be out of 
South Dakota,” tells George Phillips 
from Idaho Falls under date of December 
20. “The law is too tough there. Some 
towns in Montana were okeh, however. 
Bozeman and Livingston were the best 
I’ve worked in a long time, but Butte 
and Dillon were the worst. Worked 
Blackfoot, Ida., yesterday and it turned 
out to be a good spot. Would like to 
read pipes from Carl Leander, Frank 


| : if) a 
Se ee The Billboard _113 i i 
— : 
or ee ee AS a 
ES eeaeeaaaataaas So : RIS morse. Sean pia. . Nn. . 
— ee Sa | Zs |. ale 
ss eee Took 
aAnee RS i 
ee = = : | 
| if 
eee 
i 
_ ie | 
_E_— | | | 
———————————— Lig 
a 1 
—_ — ee i 
-—  =—C eee ——— ee 4 
PO \ 
ee ~ | 
= ——— 7 
Pr . 
i 
7 | 
R__-- — é ) 
Pail 2 2x! - | 
a xf ce (- | 7 
: : 
re rr | 
7, a 4 
eo } 
( ; 
aa | 
: a ee | 
_ es H 
——— __ es | { 
{ —_ —— a 
| ae 
: q 
Hit 
= — ) 
a ee tik 
7 \ 
| : tI 


114 The Billboard 


January 1, 1938 


of 
PEELER WORKERS Will not rust, tarnish 
or corrode, Write for 


We also manufacture Garnishing Sets—Rotary Mincers—Safety 
Graters—Spiral _Slicers-—Rosette Cutters—Kitchen Tongs—Can 


WHOLESALE MERCHANDISE-PIPES 


Our Juicers are made 
solid aluminum, 


prices. 


ing Stones—CGas Stove Lighters, Etc. 


2-24 ORANCE ST., 


Prices right, reliable service. Write today. 


ACME METAL GOODS MFG. CO., 


NEWARK, N. J]. 


[ 


Featuring Big Values in 
@ Whitestone Rings 

@ Cameo Rings 

@ Engraving Merchandise 
@ Photo Jewelty 


HARRY PAKULA & CO. 


5 No. Wabash Ave., 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


ELGIN & WALTHAM 


WATCHES $4 75 
7 Jewel, 18 Size In 
Engraved Cases at.... 
Send jor Price List. Money Back If ae Satisfied. 
CRESCENT CITY SMELTING CO 
_.193 N. Broadway, St. Louls, Mo. 


Bush, also the fellows who are working 
Kansas anent the laws for peddling 
there.” 


THE NEW YEAR... 
arrives next Saturday and all of us can 
figure ourselves a year older. How true 


, that old axiom: “The older, the wiser.” 


WHAT’D YOU FELLOWS... 
get for Christmas? 


THE SPIRIT of fellowship and good will is 
nowhere more prevalent nor more enthusias- 
tically or wholeheartedly entered into than 
within the portals of Pitchdom during the 
holiday season. This final week of the old 
year again becomes the time for the revival 
and rededication of old and the formation of 
new and pleasant associations with our fellow 
beings. But don’t let it die there. Keep your 
kind thoughts with you thruout the new year 
and when the next year has run its course 
you'll realize that you have retained those 
friendships and much sought-after pleasant 
associations. 


WHAT WILL BE... 

your resolutions on New Year's Day? 
Most important on Bill’s list will be to 
try to continue to disseminate the news 
of Pitchdom to the best of his ability. 
We realize that this pillar retains its 
interest only because you have been 
more than willing to co-operate with us. 
So keep up the good work, boys and 
girls, and continue the flow of short, 
snappy pipes. 


NOW THAT THE... 

holiday season is about over what will 
you do for the remainder of the winter? 
Tell Bill about it. 


D. M. MULCAHY... 
is reported to be working Connecticut 
to fair-to-middlin’ business. 


R. C. PHISTER ... 

pencils that he and Jack Beard have 
been working sheet in Indiana and Ken- 
tucky. He reports that they had a good 
week in Madisonville, Ky., recently and 
adds that he expects to return to the 
Sunset Amusement Company next sea- 
son. 


SIEGEL (SUNSHINE) ROGERS... 
tells from Dallas under date of Deceme 
ber 18: “Closed our show here Deceme- 
ber 15 and are laying off for the holi- 
days, the first time in four years. I did, 
however, plan to work pens thru drug 
stores here, but after seeing pen ads 
galore in almost every newspaper I 
picked up, I decided to stick to shooting 
birds and taking it easy.” 


PITCHMEN’S SAYINGS: “They tried to 
stop me from selling you this cleaner but 
they couldn’t.”—Art Nelson, 


DR. VICTOR B. LUND... 

letters from Muskogee, Okla., that he is 
still waiting for the sun to shine in that 
neck of the woods. He reports that it 
has rained there continuously for a week. 


CARL KRUEGER... 
the ginseng boy, and Bob Laidlow blew 
into Oklahoma City last week to spend 


the holidays after working the Texas 
Panhandle to fair takes. Bob has closed 
his lazy L Ranch until March and plans 
to spend the winter in Corpus Christi, 
_ Tex. 


ALMOST ALL OF US are capable of mak- 
ing good. We can’t accomplish anything by 
just doing nothing and hoping. Conscientious 
and industrious efforts will go a long way 
in solving that ever-present problem of how 
to attain success. 


HARRY DeLANG ... 
has put up for the winter at Ponca City, 
Okla. ° 


A RECENT VISITOR ... 
to the Vick Hotel, Oklahoma City, was 
Floyd Johnstone. 


HOW MANY OF YOU... 
worked the International Live-Stock 
Show, which closed recently in Chicago? 


WE BELIEVE IT would be extremely en- 
couraging to those not-sq-fortunate pitch folks 
and highly beneficial to Pitchdom in general 
if the spirit which permeates the world dur- 
ing the holidays could be practiced thruout 
1938 in the form of a resolve to help the 
other fellow as you would have him help you 
should you at some time or other be in dire 
straits. 


BOB POSEY... 

blasts from Lamesa, Tex.: “Texas will be 
okeh if wool and mohair prices rise. 
Big Springs can be worked on private 
property to a straight sale with no 
giveaways. There are no doorways in 
the money, but the spot near the post 
office is okeh on Saturdays. Cotton 
will be picked by January i and business 
is falling already. Lamesa has some 
good private property locations. Sale 
lots at 50 cents per day are okeh on 
Saturdays if you don’t sell anything 
over 50 cents. Come on, Jim Osborne, 
Al West, Jenny Spoat and Jack Currant, 
send in some pipes.” 


PETER SAMUEL LEWIS .. . 

and Thomas J. Ryan report from Silver 
City, N. M., that they are su 
purveying the sheet in that territory. 


FAMOUS LAST WORDS: There are plenty 
of C. O. D.’s in the post office that | won't 
need if this terrible business continues. 


HOT-SHOT CLARKE . . —_ 

worked Muskogee, Okla., witth socks on @& 
Saturday recently and then returned to 
Dallas. 


REPORTS DRIFTINGIN ... 
reveal that Bennie Brice is working 
Henryetta, Okla., with Roberts, the sheet 


“HEREIAM ... 

in Muskogee, Okla.,” scribes Doc Victor 
.B. Lund under date of December 6. “Had 
a fair day here last Saturday. Cold 
weather hit this section but it’s a bit 
warmer today. Indoor circus here was 
okeh, but the crowds were smali. Where 
are you, Her Johnston and Ed St. Mat- 
thews? Lets have some pipes about 
Western territory.” 


HUSTLER’S TIPS: Despite what some in 
pitchdom would have us believe, the ink 
sticks will never die. Fountain pens, espe- 
cially the plunger type, worked thru news- 
Paper ads and stores still told their place 
among the top money getters* in the pro- 
fession. 


SELLING MERCHANDISE ... 

on its merits is a far better argument 
than the risky comparison with other 
products. 


Pitchdom Five Years Ago 


Doc Gilbert had three stores going 
im Chicago. . . . Tom Sigourney was 
finding conditions in California much 
improved over those in Texas... . Earle 
B. Wilson was in the wallpaper cleaner 
business in Columbus, O., and manufac- 
turing his own product. .. . Conditions 
in Terre Haute, Ind., were plenty tough 
for Ralph Gardner. . . . Ricton, “Bar- 
num of the sticks,” and wife were en- 
joying the seventh of their 16-week 
vacation in Rochester, N. Y. ... Darwin 
the Magician was still managing to wave 
his stick and wear his most pleasant 
expression despite the fact that the de- 
pression had just about taken every- 
thing. . . / Joe (Fine Arts) Hanks was 
putting in a tough season in Chicago, 
due chiefly to frigid atmospheric condi- 
tions. .. . Harry DeGrace closed his med 
show in Princeton, Ind., after an eight- 
month season. ... Frank Powell and 
wife were working a picture layout in 
@ vacant store in Waterloo, Ia. .. Ar- 
thur C. Morgan was working sheet in 
Bradenton, Fla. ... J. D. Vrooman was 
finding the fish and other sea food great 
in Yankeetown, Fla. . . . Doc Frank 
Hauer was suffering from the flu in a 
hospital in Knoxville, Tenn. . . . Rube 
Wadley was finding money very scarce 
in Baton Rouge, La. . . . Bobbie Allen 
was working window demonstrations in 
New York. ... And now some New York 
Notes: Murray Kid Harmlein, pitchman 
from Detroit, closed his pitch store on 
Sixth avenue. . . . Dapper Larry Velour 
left the bright lights of Broadway to 
again open another out-of-town store. 

. . Silent Bob Brann, pitchman, re- 
newed his lease at Coney Island for an- 
other year. ... “Holiday biz just ain’t” 
was the word from Dan Courtney, 
trouper and promoter of the Cross Roads 
neckwear shop in the heart of Times 
Square. ... Rajah King, astrologer, was 
working to poor business at his store 
on 125th street. ... Joe Wall, pitchman 
from Kansas City, blew into the Big 
Town, but couldn’t see anything there 
and decided to return to “where the 
West began.” ... That’s all. 


MEMORIES: Remember when Los 


meeting in their hotel room? 
collected and an attorney retained to ob’ 
an injunction restraining officials from inter- 
fering with the boys. Shortly after the holi- 
days Silvers and Howard called another in- 
formal meeting and the NPSPA was born. It 
was doomed to die, however, for after the 
organization’s national convention at 

nati no more was ever done and it 
extinct. 


HOMER ANDERSON ..., 

is confined in the Veterans’ Hospital, 
Muskogee, Okla., according to reports 
from that sector. 


DR.L.P.STANTON ... 

comes thru with the following effusion 
from Texarkana, Tex.: “In the December 
11 issue of The Billboard I noted where 
Tom Sigourney piped in concerning a 


store show in Texarkana and stating that 
Rough-House Wilson and myself were 
conductirg the show for him. I wish to 
state that I am the owner of this show 
and never at any time worked for Tom 
Sigourney. I did, however, permit him to 
place a few of his pictures in a small part 
of the store.” 


IF YOU ARE capable of meeting the chal- 
lenge you'll have no worries when 1938 
enters and throws down the gauntlet. 


LE ROY CRANDALL 

exponent of the jam ‘pitch, visited the 
offices of The Billboard last week en 
route to Toledo to spend the holidays 
with his folks. He infoed that he has 
been working Louisiana and that busi- 
ness there isn’t so hot. 


COTTON GRISSOM ... 
is working glasses in Providence, Ky., to 
an okeh business. 


TRIPODS OPININGS: “Whenever one blows 
Op OS ee ee 
bank roll has a little weight it means a day is 
lost forever.” 


PITCHMEN SIGHTED... 
in action at Birmingham recently in- 


cluded Doc Billy Miller, Ethel Hart 
Miller, Doc Maxie, Jim O'Day, Raul 
Miller, Jimmy Marshall, Al Decker, 


George Earle, Tommy Hoy, Salem Be- 
donie, George Bedonie, Bill Barnard, 
Whitie Barnes, Babe and Bob Keating, 
Doc Ross and Bill Goforth. 


WILLIARD GRIFFIN... 

who is still operating his one-man cir- 
cus, tells from Birmingham, Ala., under 
date of December 20: “Made a 500-mile 
jump from North Carolina last week 
and found this spot open despite the 
fact that several of the boys informed 
that it was closed. Second avenue here 
is as well represented by the pitch 
fraternity as is Maxwell street, Chicago. 
Reader is $3.75 per month, with plenty 
of shops and two lots on which @ 


person can work high.” ‘ 
RESOLUTION: It can and will be accom- 
plished in 1938. ° 


CLEAR THE SOUND. . 
track, boys, and listen to ‘mi Hightower, 
who -fogs thru from Detroit: “Boys, 
here’s the lowdown on the old road. 
Things have done went and got bad 
again. It’s so tough here in the Motor 
City that I’m still crying over where I 
went out for my bank roll after last 
Christmas. My word, if you are eating 
you had better stay put. You fellows 
who are headed for the open trail, take 
this tip. It should be great after 
Christmas, and I look for every factory 
whistle in the United States to blow. 
I hope to make one more trip before I 
die, because I want to spend three more 
months fishing off the pier at 
Park in Tampa, Fla.” 


be in 1938 as any other time. 


NEW DAT 


branches 
23%4x5 


1939, U. 


Name in gold letters 


on covers, 15c extra 
for each line. 25 


NOW ON SALE 
Arranged Especially for Your Needs 


Dated From January 1, 1938, to 


The most convenient memorandum book for 
Managers, Agents and Performers in all 


Contains complete calendars for years 1938- 


daily memorandums, 

receipts and disbursements of money, census 

figures, and much other valuable information. 
PLENTY OF SPACE FOR BOOKINGS, 
ROUTES AND SPECIAL NOTATIONS 


For sale at all offices of The Billboard. Mailed 
to any part of tre world for 25¢ each. 


ALL MAIL ORDERS SHOULD BE SENT TO 


The Billboard Publishing Co. 


E BOOKS 


FOR 1938 


January 1, 1939. 


of the show world. Actual size 
inches—just fits the vest pocket. 


S. and World Maps, 11C pages for 
space recording 


Cash With Order 
CINCINNATI OFFICE 


Opera Place, Cincinnati, O. 
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Lng Littleford Jr. 


About the New York Fair 
NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Appearing else- 
LN where in this issue is an interesting 
piece discussing the amusement zone at 
the New York World’s Fair. Showmen 
as well as fair officials will do well to 
digest its contents, as it briefly explains 
the problems facing any concessioner in- 
tending to be a part of the 1939 event. 

In brief it predicts that unless outdoor 
show business of 
the better type is 
represented prom- 
inently on Flush- 
ing Meadows 
the entire “World 
of Tomorrow” 
might flop as 
beautifully as 
Philadelphia’s Ses- 
quicentennial. The 
concession depart- 
ment is definitely 
headed in the 
wrong direction 
when it plans to 
weld Broadway 
night life and 
carnival attrac- 
tions into a World's Fair midway that is 
probably three sizes too big in the first 
place. 


Theatrical and night club type shows, 
villages depicting world-famous centers 
of interest and lavish spectacles are by 
all means essential to any large exposi- 
tion, whether it be State, district, nation- 
al or international in scope. But they 
should never predominate. The fair has 
made many mistakes—as all expositions 
have before gates opened—but most of 
them can be corrected in time for open- 
ing, April 30, 1939. 


There is no excuse, however, for the 
silly layout of attractions that was re- 
leased to the public prints early in De- 
cember. The lines of beautiful trees, 
the great expanses of unoccupied ground 
and the yards and yards of plain-walled 
fronts mean little if anything from the 
standpoint of midway construction. 


And the fair goes completely haywire 
in its attempt to feature Harlem, China- 
town, Greenwich Village and other far- 
famed sections of New York City via the 
“village” method. That should be left 
to San Francisco, not a fair located prac- 
tically on top of the original scenes. 


As matters stand outdoor show busi- 
hess does not figure to be the loser so 
much as the fair itself. As this corner 
has pointed out before, even the most 
successful fair in the world from attend- 
ance and gross standpoints will not 
make a lot of wealthy showmen. At- 
tractionists have always found fault with 
the propositions offered them by every 
large exposition, and most concessioners, 
about 85 per cent, to be exact, end up 
behind the old eight ball. 

But those same showmen-participants 
do tremendous good for themselves and 
for the business they represent. Par- 
ticipation at a World's Fair means plenty 
in the way of prestige. And for years 
afterwards the attractions they create 
mean plenty to nearly every carnival and 
park. 

That's why we are anxious to see oute 
door showmen at New York in’ 1939— 
the scene of potentially the greatest ex- 
hibition in all history. 


HARLIE SPARKS, ‘operator of Downie 
Bros.’ Circus, is expected to be pre- 
paring for big things in 1938. Whether 
he will head a rail show of his own or 
manage one of the firmly established big 
ones remains to be seen. ... There is 
talk that the Rockefellers might scrap 
the Center Theater unit of Radio City 
and replace it with a super-modern in- 
door arena. 

Wonder why circuses have never con- 
tacted Fred Phillips, the Fredericton, N. 
B., circus writer and fan, to press agent 
& show. Fred can write rings around 
most active agents. .. . John McClosky, 
Cole Bros.’ rep; Vernon Reaver and Bill 
Conway cuttin’ up jackpots. 

Wendell Goodwin’s Year Book of the 
New York WPA Circus brought a swell 
batch of complimentary acknowledg- 
ments from Circus Fans, they say. ... 
Ralph Whitehead, executive secretary of 
the American Federation of Actors, due 


R. S. Littleford Jr. 
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* 
No official statement on 
16-day run or midway, 
but Hennies claims date 


* 

DETROIT, Dec. 25.—One of the longest 
Michigan State Fair board meetings was 
held last week at the Hotel Statler with 
nearly the entire body in attendance. 
Several leaders in the automotive world 
who are members of the board gave 
their entire day to this meeting. 

Evidence of the importance of the 
Michigan Fair was revealed by the 
presence of representatives of three lead- 
ing carnival organizations to bid for the 
midway contract, namely, Rubin & 
Cherry; Hennies Bros., who played last 
year, and Beckmann & Gerety. 

Official statement on the midway con- 
tract and on fair dates was not given out 
by the fair management, but it was re- 
ported that the dates will be altered to 
make a 16-day fair for '38 instead of 10 
days in ’37, making this one of the larg- 
est State fair periods in the United 
States. Dates are tentatively set for 
August 27 to September 11. With an 
attendance in 10 days last year of about 
450,000, the 1938 attendance will be ex- 
pected to run 750,000 to 1,000,000. 

An elaborate building program is also 
being planned, with a midwinter fair to 
be held in 1938-'39. Report of Manager 
Frank N. Isbey for first year in office 
showed expenses of $198,000 against 
receipts of $260,000, giving a net profit 
for the fair of $62,000. 


CINCINNATI, Dec. 25.—In connection 
with the booking of the midway for the 
Michigan State Pair for season 1938 The 
Billboard editor wired Harry W. Hennies, 
general manager of Hennies Bros.’ Shows, 
Shreveport, La., Wednesday. 

This message read: “Did Hennies get 
Michigan State Pair? Who is the press 
agent? Have plans to go on 50 cars been 
modified?” 

Today the editor received the following 
from Harry W. Hennies: “Hennies 
awarded Michigan State Fair contract. 
Fifty-car show. Press agent undecided.” 

Prior to the above contacts between 
Harry W. Hennies and A. C. Hartmann, 
Hennies wrote from Shreveport as fol- 
lows regarding the matter as to who is 
the Hennies press agent: “Ted Miller is 
not working for us and we have no in- 
tentions of putting him on our pay roll, 
this we say emphatically.” 


Mighty Haag Gives — 


Show at Harry-Anna Home 

UMATILLA, Fla., Dec. 25.—The Mighty 
Haag Circus closed season here. No 
matinee was given. A performance last- 
ing over an hour was presented for the 
kids at the Harry-Anna Crippled Chil- 
dren’s Home. 

All cage animals, elephants, camel 
and zebra were brought over and lec- 
tured on by Major Albert Korst. He 
also spoke at noon before the Kiwanis 
Club. He is a great circus fan and 
spends several months each year with 
the Haag show. 


eE__=—_—_—_—_—_—_—_—____ 
back in town this week. He’s been on 


the West Coast for several months. 


RNEST ANDERSON, park entrepre- 
neur, back to Broadway from At- 
lantic City. Will spend the holidays here 
and then off again—this time north. 
. » Harry A. Illions, ride man for Royal 
American Shows, in town for several 
days last week to confer with World's 
Fair officials. . . . Altho the clubrooms 
will not be open to members until after 
the first of the year, the Piccadilly Hotel 
is already becoming a mecca for Eastern 
outdoor club members—especially the 
Circus Bar. 

L. C. (Ted) Miller back from the hills 
of New Jersey for the yuletide. Will not 
press agent Hennies Bros.’ Shows next 
year, as per recent announcement. Ted 
probably likes the East too well... . 
Jack Wilson and Izzy Cetlin, operators 
of Cetlin & Wilson midway, in and out 
of town on biz. . .. Art Lewis, of the 
show bearing his name, doing his best 
to get to Florida in time for his winter 
debut, January 3, at Eustis. ... Fred La 
Reine making good use of the telephone 
during his confinement at French Hos- 
pital. He's recovering nicely after the 
recent loss of his legs. 


KEYSTONE SHOW 


Extends greetings to all 


Now Contracting Shows and Concessions for 1938 Season. 
Want Two High, Sensational First-Class Free Acts. 
Season’s Contract. 

All address C. A. HARTZBERG, Mgr., Punta Gorda, Fla. 


Christmas Greetings to All Our Friends 


TILLEY SHOWS 


Now Booking for 1938 
Want Illusion Show, Girl Revue, Fun House, Motor Drome, Snake Show, 


Manager for Monkey Show. Will finance any new show of merit. 
Concessions and Concession Agents, Ride Help on Ten Rides. 


Winter Quarters—Address BOX 297, Ladd, Ill. 


Want 
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Sword Swallower, good 
that can and will work 
each week. All address 


P. S.—Want to buy for cash neat Sword Ladder complete. 
AQAABAABAREEEAAEEAAAARAEREREEEEREE 


4 J.T. HUTCHENS MODERN MUSEUM 7 


WANTS FOR 1938 SEASON 


Oddities and good Museum Attractions. One real Freak to feature. Grace 
ReDentote chiet Congo, Marcus Logsdon, John Williams, Alligator Boy write. CAN USE 
uggler, Impalement Act, Midgets or any other good Attraction 

a reasonable salarv, including meals and stand, to be paid off 
JOHN T. HUTCHENS, P. 0. Box 345, Cassville, Mo. 


No junk. 
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Wisconsin De Luxe Corporation 


Season’s Greetings 


Our Friends—Customers—Brother Showmen, and Thanks to 
hice The Billboard Staff for Their Wonderful Co-Operation. 


TORTI BROTHERS 


Milwaukee; Wis. 


De Wolf Returns 
To R-B Circus 


SARASOTA, Fla., Dec. 27.—John Ring- 
ling North, senior vice-president of the 
operating company of Ringling Bros. and 
Barnum & Bailey Circus, announced here 
Saturday that Fred De Wolfe has re- 
turned to the executive staff of the Big 
Show. 

De Wolf’s position will be that former- 
ly held by the late Charles Hutchinson 
under whom he was assistant in the 
treasury and auditing departments. 


Hendry Being Detained 
By Immigration: Authorities 


SEATTLE, Dec. 25.—Forbes A. Hendry, 
circus and carnival performer, was being 
detained by immigration authorities 
with his family on charges of illegally 
entering the country. Hendry, of normal 
size, was held with his wife, a midget, 
and his five-year-old son as they at- 
tempted to cross the Washington State 
border into Canada and could not pro- 
duce Canadian citizenship papers, since 
they desired to settle, after a long circus 
career, in Canada and remain there per- 
manently. Mrs. Hendry, known profes- 
sionally as Princess Wee Jean, is 3 
feet 11 inches high and originally came 
to this country from Scotland. She was 
for many years with Ringling-Barnum 
Circus and also with Irving’s Imperial 
Midgets. 


O. C. Buck Goes Home 
For Holiday Season 


RALEIGH, N. C., Dec. 25—Oscar C. 
Buck, owner-manager O. C. Buck Expo- 
sition, headed north today for the holi- 
days after a short business trip to the 
State. He joined ®. F. McLendon here 
Monday and they immediately left for 
a tour of several towns and cities in the 
interest of the show. 

After the holidays Buck will return 
south to be in attendance at the Raleigh, 
Columbia and Richmond fair secretaries’ 
meetings. 


BIG TENT 
BARGAINS 


Pome c oa $000.00 

Pe cae prey pee 
ata . 

“Waiddies, Top only” *° $2100.00 


Ask Us About Other Bargains. 


Write — Wire - Phone 
BAKER-LOCKWOOD 


+7th and Central, Kansas City, Mo. 


AMERICA’S BIG TENT HOUSE 


FREE! FREE! FREE! 
GENUINE 


25 GEM BLADES 


pe } sme &: 35, Genuine, New Gem Micro- 
lades. Fit All Gem Ra- 
REE WITH 100 


Wilkut Blades for *3*° 


WILKUT Double Edge Blades are made of the 
finest Charcoal Steel, highiy tempered, triple 
tested. Every Blade Absolutely Guaranteed. Send 
10c for Sample Pkg. 5 WILKUT BLADES. 
Full Cash with Single Deal Orders. 
1/3 Deposit on Quantity Orders. 


JEDRO co. 136 W. 32nd St. 


FOR SALE 


Cireus or Wild West Canopy used at Ft. Worth, 
Tex., for the Last Frontier. Seats several thou- 
sand. Positively the flashiest and finest ever 
constructed; ask Baker & Lockwood. Only up 
once, and is like new. Complete, Poles, Rigging, 
Stakes, lots of new Rope. Will sell for fraction 
of original cost. Can be made into regular Top. 
For specifications and price write 


HARLEY SADLER 


Sweetwater, Tex. 


1% Helps You, the Paper and Advertisers to Men- 
tion The Billboard. 
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REVIEW 

(Continued from page 31) 
her stripping, and Jean Lee, stately, 
well-shaped blond undresser, also hit 
the boys for plenty of slapping. Entire 
contingent of teasers, each with a dif- 
ferent style of provoking the male, 
clicked. 

Connie Lang, production songstress, 
made an immediate hit, particularly 
with her warbling, which has a some- 
thing and might be developed. Another 
personable warbler is Ethel DeVeaux, 
who shines up proceedings when she’s 
on for her bits. 


Jack Diamond comedies effectively for 
the laughs, and Bert Carr, Jewish comic, 
has improved much since his last visit 
here, both in new material and in dish- 
ing it out. Jess Mack and Ray Parsons 
are straight men. Parsons does a good 
old man character in Diamond’s version 
of Tobacco Road. It’s a hilarious session 
of white trash life, and Diamond’s script 
is okeh. 


Three Cyclones, sepia tap team, spe- 
cialize in rapid tap work. One lad is 
particularly good on the jump-rope tap, 
and all three wind up with speedy cart- 
wheels. Line was anaemic on its Big 
Apple dance and is weak in beauty. Show 
is tinted here and there with blue, but 
the audience took everything with plenty 
of laughs. Sidney J. Paine. 


BURLY’S WORST: 
(Continued from page 31) 


tainty of licenses or license-renewals has 
made operators leery. The political 
swing to Fusion, the reform party, and 
the almost total k. 0. of Tammany has 
also disheartened producers, who hoped 
for a wide-open town with a Tammany 
victory. 


The national picture gives little solace. 
A country-wide, 10-city survey made by 
The Billboard (November 13) revealed a 
similar red-ink situation in the East, 
Middle and Far West. Chicago was with- 
out a stand, due to license bans, similar 
to New York. A reflection of the New 
York scare which caused local operators 
to bon-ami shows, which, in turn, scared 
away trade, was partly responsible. Local 
“recessions” in auto and rubber territory, 
too, showed their marks at the b. oa. 

During this, and partly because of such 
civic action, a union war flamed. The 
once-budding Burlesque Artists’ Associa- 
tion was left almost high-and-dry. 
When burlesque reopened in New York 
as “follies,” the American Federation of 
Actors, vaude and night spot union, 
gained jurisdiction over this field. The 
Hirst Circuit, too, signed with the APA. 
This left the BAA with a few scattered 
stock houses. While the BAA was seek- 


. ing to regain jurisdiction from the AFA, 


a suit to dissolve the burlesquers’ union 
was instituted by two members, one @ 
vice-president. The decision by the Four 
A’s, returning out-of-town jurisdiction 
to the BAA, has encouraged leaders 
of the burly union. They are seeking 
to win back control of chorus girls and 
of New York houses. 

Shows themselves changed little. 
Weazy old bits, strippers, many handi- 
capped by anti-peeling ordinances, rou- 
tine, unimaginative shows and increas- 
ingly strong competish from other types 
of productions did not aid burlesque. 
Altho when New York houses reopened 
there was much ballyhoo of a revitalized, 
popular type of entertainment, observers 
now see that as so much unsliced 
baloney. Operators did little to break 
away from the aged routines. 

A “Burlesque Critics’ Association” was 
organized in February by several Wash- 
ington newspaper men. Taken half 
seriously by the trade and also regarded 
as a good publicity come-on, it promised 
awards and offered rules. It seems to 
have petered out quickly. 


Despite poor business, there have been 
no great number of salary squawks. The 
curtain at the 42d Street Apollo was 
held up several times due to sal 
claims of the AFA, and while there has 
been much grumbling over alleged pay- 
offs in IOU’s, few official complaints have 
been made. 


Other sidelights of the year include: 
The dismissal of a $4,000 suit brought 
by I. Hirst against the BAA and its pres- 
ident, Tom Phillips, because of a tech- 
nicality; the voting of BAA members on 
the “strike fine” intended for members 
who were accused of disobeying BAA 
orders in Philadelphia and Baltimore 
during labor disputes; the plans of Allan 
Gilbert to open a 52d street night spot 
did not materialize; Hirst’s plans, an- 
nounced “revolutionary” for as many as 
25 weeks, which dwindled to far less than 


that. 

The rising power of the New York 
License Commission and the city’s semi- 
official censorship committee have caused 
much talk in other branches of show 
business. If such censorship were at- 
tempted in the legitimate theater—ob- 
servers believe that more heated protests 
would have been made. The implica- 
tions of licensing power with its at- 
tendant censorship is not relished by 
many in other branches of show busi- 
ness, tho no strong protests were made 
when burly censorship was instituted. 


VAUDEVILLE REVIEWS— 


(Continued from page 27) 
pretty girl with a nice style and tune- 
ful pipes. Makes one of the hits of 
the program. 

Atlas Troupe of Arab tumblers and 
pyramid builders. 

Helia’s Sea Lions, Pottfay and Denny, 
Austrian tap dancers; the Two Ches- 
terfields, musical parodists and clowns; 
the Three Vernons, eccentrics; Fritz 
Steiner and the Ronacher Girls and 
Boys all add their weight to a good show. 

Finale, The Hungarian Harvest Festi- 
val, is a swell example of staging, cos- 
tuming and lighting. B. R. 


Earle, Philadelphia 


(Reviewed Friday Afternon, Dec. 24) 

The Earle gave its customers a swell 
Christmas package in the form of a 
bang-up vaudeville revue this week. 
Show is fast; good dancing; swell gags; 
swingy music, and singing just like the 
doctor ordered for a merry holiday sea- 
son. 

First there’s Art Jarrett, whose pleas- 

ing tenor voice and guitar twanging put 
the cash trade just in the right mood. 
Art was best in a couple of torch num- 
bers. 
The Five Toppers, acrobatic dancers, 
drew a fiock of applause from the 
usually blase matinee audience (which 
jammed the house) with a fine display 
of back-bending and flip-flops. 

The spice of the program was yet to 
come. The first tid-bit that had the 
audience laying in the aisles was the 
side-splitting team of Lowe, Hite and 
Stanley. These boys are on their way 
to big things. They can dance and their 
comedy routine is terrific. They're on 
just long enough to make the custom- 
ers beg for more, but they don’t get it. 

The dance trio, Tip, Tap and Toe, are 
up to their usual standard and that 
means plenty. The only complaint was 
that there wasn’t enough of them. They 
called it a day after only two numbers. 

And rounding out the show was the 
“Big Bertha of Swing,” Mildred Bailey, 
giving the numbers everything. This 
gang of topnotchers, surrounded by Red 
Nirvo’s orchestra, sent the customers 
away in a swell frame of mind. 

The picture was M-G-M’s You’re Only 
Young Once, just so-so. St Shaltz. _ 


Finsbury Park Empire, 
London 


(Week of December 13) 


This is the ace house of the Moss 
Empire’s suburban theaters and the cur- 
rent vaude program has a strong draw- 
ing card in Josephine Baker. Inciden- 
tally, it’s Miss Baker’s first vaude show- 
ing in London, although she has several 
times appeared in clubs and in a Lon- 
don musical. 

O’Shea and Joan, boy and girl tap 
dancers employing a flight of stairs for 
their principal number, are okeh in 
opening spot. 

Duncan Gray is a good front-cloth 
comedian, plenty funny and commend- 
ably original. 

Josephine Baker creates a surprise to 
those who know her French revue work 
by eschewing her semi-nude dancing and 
dramatics in favor of straight singing. 
Offers seven numbers, including such 
familiars as You Are My Heart’s Delight 
and Good Night, My Love. Has a pleas- 
ing but not over-strong voice. Makes 
the grade with something to spare, but 
doesn’t achieve the success one expects 
from such a heavily billed headliner. 

Payne and Hillard, veteran mixed 
team, are a cinch for laughs in any spot. 
Chalk up a succession of bellies with a 
travesty on Shakespeare and Queen 
Elizabeth that’s a honey. A laugh in 
every line, and they don’t come better 
than this team. 

Revnell and West, two-woman comedy 
offering, are also funny and unique in 
their line. They make a hit, even after 
following another comedy act. 

Rubio Sisters, Continental equilibrists, 


are hefties who score heavily with some 
difficult and daring endurance work. Do 
hard tricks for femmes and win merited 
apprecation. 

Six Hoffmans, three men and three 
girls, also hail from the Continent. All 
work in evening dress and offer a mis- 
cellany of club and hoop juggling Aricks 
and a few samples of acrobatics. Act is 
none too strong. Needs speeding up in 
spots, 

Steve Evans, American impressionist, 
is the hit of the program and show- 
stops. Evans has a corking act built for 
both applause and laughs. Does a gem 
of a takeoff on Mussolini and has some- 
thing different in his Polish laborer 
study. 

Henry and Desmond, @ weak trick 
cycling turn, is the closer. Bert Ross. 


Stanley, Pittsburgh 


(Reviewed Friday Evening, December 24) 


Major Bowes’ Collegiate Kids are cute. 
Not much cause for Cantor, Benny or 
Astaire to worry, but like all other 
Bowes’ boys and girls, wholesome enter- 
tainment that makes marquees glare “a 
show for all the family.” 

Steenth show culled from the Major’s 
220 air hours, the current troupe is billed 
as a Collegiate Revue because the 40 
casters are reputedly all ex-collegians. 

Standout act were the three team 
winners of the Madison Square Garden 
intercollegiate shag contest, who capped 
a parade of 10 acts with foot-loosing 
that was as fast and fresh as a sopho- 
more’s quips. They flowed over and so 
did the hand. 

Emsee doubling in brass was Raymond 
Barrett, who owns the good chairman’s 
bubbling personality, but also, unfor- 
tunately, a tendency to try to be funny 
unsuccessfully. His sax playing was the 
best received of individual acts. 

Music background was a _ 17-piece 

mixed band, almost as many gals as 
lads. 
Openers of the 45-minute show, shorter 
than most Stanley bills, were Betty and 
Harry, hailed as the “Flying Tophatters,” 
who whirled on skates like dervishes. 
Next, Jackie Fields, a combo harmonica 
mouther-tap dancer, who wound up with 
a startling symphony of two spoons 
played on his body to the ork back- 
ground. 

Blond Carol Stanley, who would prob- 
ably have the looks if she combed her 
hair and doffed her culottes for more 
becoming dress, also has vocal potential- 
ities. Her voice, unruly, reveals plenty 
power, and her delivery has a pro sparkle 
that will stand in good stead ... if she 
doesn't carry it too far and become ham- 
my. Barrett next on two sax solos, 
with his William Tell finale plenty zippy. 

The ensemble parody, Shirking Our 
Way Thru College, a la Waring style, 
added a unit punch that could stand 
developing to the revue’s advantage. 
Bobby and. Dotty Edwards, tapping on 
two small sets of steps, well taken by 
the customers after a slow start, preceded 
a University of Missouri boys’ trio, who 
were a mild tho pleasing male version 
of the Boswells. Youngster Julius 
Gebenko, boy xylophonist, rushed in 
from last night’s Bowes’ radio hour, fol- 
lowed with facile maneuvering of small 
hammers on a smaller than usual set 
of pipes. Then the usual imitators, only 
this time two of them at once, Joe 
Higgins and Roy Davis. Barrett playing 
two saxes together on Darktown Strut- 
ters’ Ball paved the way for the shag- 
gers, who brought on the finale ensemble 
recap. 

House three-fourths full, about aver- 
age here for Christmas Eve. On the 
screen Ebb Tide (Para). 

Morton Frank. 


ABC, Paris 


(Week of December 5) 


Aside from a tedious sketch, the bill is 
varied and good entertainment. 

Armand Bernard, film star, is featured 
in a weak comedy skit which lacks ac- 
tion and humor. Other weak spot is 
Agnes Capri, who delivers zanie ditties 
with a deadpan style which at first sur- 
prises, but eventually becomes monoto- 
nous, 

Six Singing Babies have improved their 
repertory and their excellent harmoniz- 
ing nets them a show-stop. Girls have 
personality and good voices. Kazanova 
expends oodles of energy in directing 
excellent “gypsy” orchestra, which un- 
leashes flood of peppy melody. Marguer- 
ite Gilbert clicks easily with songs and 
clever imitations. 

Marie Hollis, American acro dancer, 
show-stops with her beautifully routined 
bends and acrobatic dancing, altho she 
is hampered by the smallness of the 


stage, as are also members of the Grip 


Quartet, whose adagio work is of good. 


quality and nicely presented. Gaston 
Palmer amuses with his juggling and 
patter, but his material is moss-covered. 

Maurice and May register solid hit 
with clever bike tricks by the cute girl 
member and rough comedy gags of the 
male partner. Bradley offers amusing 
session of caricaturing of political celebs, 
with novel accompaniment of appropri- 
ate music. 

Jean Granier, radio entertainer, pokes 
fun at radio publicity with witty line of 
patter and songs. Theodore Wolfram, 


Oriental, Chicago 
(Reviewed Friday Afternoon, Dec. 24) 


Despite a too generous portion of danc- 
ing this holiday show is one of the 
fastest and merriest the Oriental has 
staged in weeks. Because most of the 
talent on hand is good frequent dipping 
into the same field is readily forgiven. 

The Hild Ballet makes a cute and 
swingy background for the ace hoofing 
of Jimmy Hadreas, who has gone a long 
way in the last year. Boy has a pleasing 
personality and is a lively little dancer. 
Netted a tremendous hand. 

The Morin Sisters, local radio harmony 
act, scored with their smooth rendition 
of popular tunes. The three girls make 
a neat appearance and sell their routines 
with less forcefullness than an average 
trio yet produce more hand-clapping re- 
sults. 

Marcy Brothers and Beatrice followed 
with their nondescript nonsense, a mix- 
ture of comedy, dancing and knock- 
about work. A good sight bit is Marcys’ 
octopuslike trick with Beatrice when 
raised above their shoulders. 

The house line returns with an im- 
pressive modernistic fancy that makes 
@ proper entrance for the svelte Dolly 
Arden and her show-stopping control 
number. Despite her height girl works 
with an abundance of grace. 

Kirby and Duvall supply most of the 
comedy. Many of their lines are good 
for sock laughs and are so timed to pro- 
duce a succession of mirthful moments. 
The man can deliver lines and surprises 
with a good baritone voice at exit time. 

The line kids come back once more, 
this time in collegiate cheer-leading 
briefs with a snappy rah-rah concoction. 
With them appear a clever aggregation 
of apple dancers whose novelty is the 
dance interpretation of various charac- 
ters and incidents. A bang-up finish. 

On screen Submarine D-1 (Warners). 
Business better than average first show 
opening day. Sam Honigberg. 


Orpheum, Lincoln, Neb. 
(Reviewed Friday Evening, December 24) 


One of the poorest shows to strike the 
boards here in many a day is Peek-a-Boo 
Revue, owned and produced by Billsbury 
& Weston. Not altogether its fault, 
probably due to the fact three new acts 
were on the show and there was a little 
trouble getting in step. 

Feature billing is on Eddie Mannetti, 
the bumps guy, he also doubling as 
company manager. His routine, along 
the drunk lines, is very ordinary for 4 
next-to-closer. 

Torres Twins and Torrence, adagio on 
a perch, open and are the class of the 
show. Work on a high table and do some 
very pretty posing, the gent showing 
off his muscles to advantage. Romaras 
Duo, whip cracking, are in the second 
hole. Man chatters quite a little, but 
does a neat job of whanging pieces of 
paper from the femme’s mouth. 

Ray Haig, emsee, is hard to take. His 
delivery is corny and his stories would 
have bored his grandfather. His part- 
ner, Sylvia Wayne, sings (?) one num- 
ber, which the house figured was enough. 

Tyler and St. Clair, xylophonists, were 
strictly old school, but well received. 
After them come Mannetti and then 
Lorraine and Eddy, skaters, for the fin- 
ish. Latter are ordinary wheelers. Show 
runs 47 minutes. Picture, Girl With 
Ideas (Univ.). Business terrible. 

B. Owe. 


Orpheum, Los Angeles 
(Reviewed Wednesday, December 22) 


Ted Mack and his orchestra, together 
with an accompanying stage troupe. 
headlines the Orpheum this week. He 
presents a slow-moving, slow-paced show 
with several crack performers struggling 
manfully to overcome the obstacle of 
too much aimless clowning, a dull Jack 
Benny episode of inexcusable length, and 
rather old jokes. Still Mack is most 
presentable and the audience didn't 
seem to mind too much. 

Show opens with the orchestra’s ex- 
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cellent rendition of its own composi- 
tion, Precision Rhythm; followed by 
Louise Boyd, blond tap dancer, who 
offers &@ smart patter to Satan Takes a 
Holiday. Good, except that the little 
lady should learn not to ask for ap- 
plause. Band follows with The Merry- 
Go-Round Broke Down, specialty, with 
yocal by the leader. 

Billed as the “Rascals of Rhythm,” 
two ebony performers come on to swing 
a hot interpretation of Tiger Rag and 
some vo-de-do whistling and catcalls in 
rhythm that are pleasing and novel. 
Prances Burke’ warbled Have You Any 
Castles, Baby? and followed it with It’s 
Delovely as Mae West, Katharine Hep- 
purn, Edna Mae Oliver and Louise 
Rainer would interpret it. Good imi- 
tator and got a hand. 

Local winners of The Big Apple con- 
test being held in this city, Marion 
Goldy and Jack Arkin, were introduced 
in their first professional turn. They 
proved typical dance hall kids and their 
number, while lacking that certain 
touch, had plenty of umph. Audience 
applauded until they did a repeat of 
their act. 

Texas Sam Hinton, Lone Star State 
hillbilly, offers tunes of the back 
country, The Pig Song, The Horses Run 
Around, Black Crow and When Are We 
Going to Marry?, all in a pleasant bari- 
tone and with the shy demeanor that 
audiences find so appealing to a per- 
former. 

Following came a medley, including 
Whispers in the Dark, Sentimental 
Mood, with clarinet solo by Ted Mack, 
and, in deference to the yuletide sea- 
son, two lovely renditions of appropriate 
songs. Silent Night and Jingle Bells, with 
a rolled down curtain representing a 
stained glass church window to lend the 
sacred touch. 

Stupid and dull was a long re-enact- 
ment of the old melodrama about Little 
Nell, the old Colonel and the mean old 
sheriff who wanted to take over the 
old homestead if he couldn’t marry the 
gal, in modern version, recorded by mem- 
bers of the troupe, then played back 
exactly on a record. 

Florence Hin Low, Chinese contortiofi- 
ist, walked around with her head be- 
tween her legs, bent double, turned and 
twisted into amazing positions, her lithe 
little body a perfect tool for her act. 

Best thing on the bill is versatile Ted 
Lester, who plays anything he can lay 
his hands on. Lester played beautifully 
on a piccolo, an ocarina, mouth organ 
(which he played by blowing thru a rub- 
ber pipe and holding a nozzle to the 
apertures), flute, violin (using either 
hand to finger or bow), saxophone and 
the mouthpiece of the sax. A clever, 
versatile guy. Show closes with every- 
one on stage. 

Packed house and Love on Toast was 
the film attraction. David Arlen. 


NIGHT CLUB—— 


(Continued from page 21) 
Girls are tall and shapely and more 
polish on their work should develop 
them into a strong club act. 

The Keller Sisters, song team, im- 
proved in harmony since their last en- 
gagement in the city. Their work carries 
more punch. 

Winehill fills the next spot with his 
song and talk session before the line 
finale, a Holland number that affords 
the girls to wear eye-fetching costumes 
and to do dilly-dallyish tap steps. Sock 
bit of this number is an acrobatic spe- 
cialty by the experienced Cecile Blair. 
Displays a number of amazing tricks. 

Dan Barone is still managing this Mike 
Potson emporium. Henri Gendron’s Ork 
continues on the band stand. 

Sam Honigberg. 


Chez Paree, Chicago 


Harry Richman, the headline aviator 
and still a darn good singer of songs in 
true Richman style, tops the new show, 
Which boasts of several familiar but 
g00d cafe acts. Harry is a big favorite 
here and an old Chez Paree stand-by. 
His first appearance opening night Pri- 
day was greeted with a tremendous 
hand and in his own spot had an easy 
time stopping the show. His individual 
Personality is still aces and should con- 
tinue to prove a heavy drawing card. 

Close competition is furnished by 
Johnny Woods, who stands out in the 
crowded field of impersonator’. He is 
Smart in giving short notice to each of 
his carbons and moves in and out from 
one to the other without any delay or 
Pause to receive applause. And his voice 
feproduction of many notables is re- 
markable. 

Grace and Nikko, comedy dance team 


in for a repeat engagement, proved 
heavy favorites with their mirth-provok- 
ing routines. Grace is a striking-looking 
blonde who manages to be funny in 
screwy take-offs of stock ballroom tricks. 
Nikko handles her with ease. 

The Crane Sisters, featured in one of 
the line numbers, were received well 
with a sock acrobatic specialty and a 
dance novelty to Satan Takes a Holiday. 
Kids are good-looking blondes and are 
highly personable. 

Gwen Lee follows the opening chorus 
number with a rather long but good soft 
tap number that helped the show get 
under way. Terry Lawler, red-haired 
songstress, held attention with her 
forceful salesmanship and proper body 
movements to fit her lyrics. When 
caught she did three pop numbers. 

The Chez Paree Adorables, goygeous- 
looking 18-girl line, paraded thru three 
swing numbers, beautifully staged by 
Paul Oscard. Don Houston handled the 
vocals in a capable manner. 

Henry Busse and his swell dance and 
show band are back on the band stand 
after a brief road tour. In for another 
long, indefinite engagement. 

Sam Honigberg. 


Arcadia-International, 
Philadelphia 


Art Padula’s Arcadia continues to be 
the class spot here, both in the type of 
shows and its clientele. This week's 
show especially is bringing out the 
Main Line trade with its featuring of 
Chaney and Fox, Mayris Chaney being 
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt's protege. 

Despite the big buildup (which often 
precedes the letdown), this ballroom 
dancing duo is going over with a bang. 
Their routine winds up with a swell ver- 
sion of the Little Apple. 

Another act which wowed the sophis- 
ticates is Carl and Fay Simpson ana 
their Marionets. The Simpsons have a 
lot of fresh material for their puppet 
act, including a marionet magician, co- 
median and hunter-ostrich skit. The 
payoff is the windup when Fay leads a 
high-brown puppet around the floor in 
a hip-weaving truckin’ number. 

The rest of the show includes Barbara 
Blaine in an acrobatic dancing number, 
and Edith Caldwell, a really swell blues 
singer. Edith really puts the umph in 
her torch songs and has to come back 
with a flock of encores. 

Leighton Noble's orchestra is the big- 
gest surprise, however. The boys have 
only been playing together for about five 
weeks (formerly being part of the 
Olson outfit) and they’re really getting 
raves from the smart set. Their rhythm 
had the dowagers up and doing The Big 
Apple. The curly-haired leader also car- 
ried himself well as emsee. This band 
ought to go places. Si Shaltz. 


Hollenden Vogue Room, 
Cleveland 


Hollenden Vogue Room is for nothing 
if not magicians. 

Not so long ago Carl Rosini was hailed 
there for a run. Next came Tung Pin 
Soo (otherwise Al Wheatley), who has 
just concluded a fortnight. And now 
in steps Gali-Gali, Egyptian magician, 
back for his second appearance within 
a@ year. 

Gali-Gali is a magician of distinct per- 
sonality and has as neat a bag of tricks 
as one can ask for. Particularly clever 
is routine of the cups-and-balls, ending 
with the production of live chickens. 
Audacious to a degree, he combines an 
excellent presentation with a dexterity 
of manipulation that makes him an out- 
standing favorite. 

Florence and Alvarez continue with 
their impressionistic dances. They are 
a combination of grace and personality. 

Toni Lane is a songstress with a varied 
repertory and Bernard and Stevens stroll 
about from table to table, offering songs 
and what-have-you. 

Sammy Watkins and orchestra con- 
tinue prime favorites for dinner and 
dancing. H. R. Hoyt. 


Grosvenor House London 


Presented by Music Corporation of 
America and pzvoduced and staged by 
George Hale, Park Avenue to Park Lane, 
new floor show at this ritzy house, is 
swell entertainment. Principals are 
Ames and Arno and Burton Pierce, both 
acts new to England, and Billy Bennett, 
English vaude comedian. 

Ames and Arno, man and girl, are 
plenty funny and highly original. Their 


knockabout comedy dancing iS an ad- 
mixture of mirth-provoking inanities 
and adroit skill, whilst their musical 
travesties also mark a high record. Act 
is one of the best comedy offerings yet 
seen at a West End nitery. 

Burton Pierce, young fellow with 
twinkling feet, hits London with some- 
thing newin dancing. He presents a com- 
bination tap and, rhythm dancing with 
baliet and the result is highly commend- 
able. Incidentally, Burton Pierce is the 
fastest tap dancer London has seen in 
years. 

Billy Bennett, heavyweight come- 
dian, fits into a floor show surprisingly 
well. His cod recitations and nonsen- 
sical songs raise hearty laughs, and one 
of his funniest bits is when he “assists” 
Pierce and the girls in a demonstration 
of The Big Apple. 

The George Hale Girls add their looks 
and sex appeal and dance ability to 
similar credits accorded to the Palm 
Beach Girls, most of whom remain from 
the last floor show here. Girls are 
gorgeous, with shapely brunet, Verna 
Long, the loveliest and most outstanding 
of the bunch. 

Sydney Lipton and his orchestra con- 
tribute to the night’s success. 

Designing and costuming reach a 
high standard and some of the outfits 
can rightly be termed gorgeous. 

Set for eight weeks, show should run 
for at least twice as long. Bert Ross. 


Embassy Club, London 


Benny Ross and Maxine Stone, rapidly 
becoming London’s favorite American 
comedy team, chalk up a record by being 
retained at this exclusive spot for an- 
other six weeks, making 10 in all. 

The languid loveliness of the statu- 
esque Maxine Stone is in vivid contrast 
to the smart singing, gagging and piano 
playing of versatile and personable Benny 
Ross. James Stine adds his funny 
“noises off” to an act that is a great 
acquisition to any floor show. London 
club audiences are usually legarthic, but 
here’s one club entry that keeps the 
diners wide awake. 

Hibbert, Bird and Larue, also Ameri- 
can, have devised new angles to familiar 
comedy dance tangles and the result 
puts them well into the hit class. 

Reg Pursglove and his orchestra are 
an efficient aggregation and well liked. 

Despite this being the week before 
Christmas business is on the up-grade— 
again a record for a London nitery. 

, Bert Ross. 


George Salt Lake Bands Set 


SALT LAKE CITY, Dec. 25.—The Mir- 
ror Room of the Newhouse Hotel, fea- 
turing George Kirk’s orchestra, has 
opened. Manager Chauncey West had 
the place remodeled, the formal open- 
ing featuring DeWolfe and Yvette, dance 


Manager Guy Toombs of the Hotel 
Utah is featuring two orchestras New 
Year’s Eve in the Empire and Lafayette 
rooms, The regular orchestra, Wally 
Stoefier and Twelve Aristocrats, play in 
the Empire Room and Milt Taggart or- 
chestra, local organization, the Lafayette 
Room. 


Jerry Jones and orchestra are featured 
at Jerry’s own Rainbow Rendevu. 
Johnny Peterson and Hawalian orchestra 
play the Old Mill. 


U. S. ACTS—— 


(Continued from page 22) 
the financial success of the American 
act playing Australian time. 

“The Australian pound, originally rep- 
resenting $5 in American money, was 
devaluated to $4 and a ‘Buy in Australia’ 
campaign was launched. Today the $4- 
pound has the same purchasing value 
in Australia as the former $5. 


Theater Owners Hesitant 


“As the depression lessened theater 
owners, filled with arguments about the 
success of all-pix shows in America, were 
reluctant to restore flesh. Along with 
this, a sufficient supply of acts did not 
exist in Australia to warrant a regular 
flesh policy. Theater owners, therefore, 
combined against costly importation of 
acts from England and the United States 
despite the fact that the patrons ex- 
pressed a desire for flesh. 

“Vaude impetus came largely thru 
Prank Neil, actor and showman, who ob- 
tained two theaters, set up the -Tivoli 
Circuit and contracted talent in both 
Australia and America. His first show 
in Melbourne, Life and Laughter Re- 
turns, started the ball rolling. Last 
year’s books of the Tivoli Circuit show 
an expenditure of 20,000 pounds for 


transportation alone of acts to Australia. 

“Policy is a three-hour show, twice 
daily, of the musical revue type. Shows 
are produced and open in Melbourne 
and run for five weeks, with a complete 
change of production and title during 
the last two weeks. Imported acts are 
expected to make a complete change of 
routine or dialog to suit, with possible 
exceptions being accorded outstanding 
acts. All American acts should take 
dress clothing, as all must appear for- 
mal at the finale. 


“Show moves to Sydney, with less 
than a week lost. Policy during the 
next five weeks is duplicated. 


Taxes Must Be Paid 


“Tax situations in Melbourne and Syd- 
ney are not the same. In Melbourne 5 
per cent is deducted from the act's gross 
salary, but at the conclusion of engage- 
ment the act is privileged to appear be- 
fore the tax commission and file an ex- 
emption claim to include expenditures 
on everything used on the stage, such 
as costumes, scenery, hose, shoes, props, 
makeup, etc. In making the claim it 
is seldom that an act receives less than 
a 50 per cent return on the 5 per cent 
deducted. 


“In Sydney a tax of 10 pence (20c, 
is deducted from each pound ($4) paid 
the act. This goes to the unemployed 
and no portion is returned. At conclu- 
sion of the Sydney engagement another 
exemption claim is submitted, including 
such items, as used in filing the Mel- 
bourne tax return. No act can leave 
Australia until this tax return is filed 
and clearance given by the tax com- 
mission. Since an act is allowed to in- 
clude round-trip railroad and Pullman 
fares from New York or Chicago to their 
port of embarkation for Australia, iteds 
seldom that an act has to pay more than 
a 2 per cent tax in Sydney, and more 
often escapes paying any. 

“Concerning railroad fares and bag- 
gage, the Tivoli Circuit, for instance, 
pays for all transportation in Australia, 
and cabin class (second) passage is fur- 
nished to and from Australia for all 
acts contracted. 


Transportation Angles 


“Acts leaving Australia are advised to 
have passage arranged on the American 
Matson Lines, leaving either Los An- 
geles or San Francisco. Another way 
is via the Canadian-Australasian Line; 
but, should this be taken, an act driv- 
ing to Vancouver should inform the cus- 
toms officials at the Canadian border that 
it is using Vancouver as port of em- 
barkation, because the usual 30-day 
tourist permit to automobile drivers 
will not permit a car to be stored in 
Canada for the duration of the act’s stay 
abroad. A special permit must be ar- 
ranged for this, the cost of storing 
amounting to about $2 a month. 


25 to 30 Weeks Expected 
“Shows going from Australia to New 
Zealand have had such success playing 
Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch 
that the Tivoli Circuit is soon expected 
to have 25 to 30 weeks. 


“J. C. Williamson is soon expected to 
furnish opposition with a circuit play- 
ing American talent. Mr. Neil, of the 
Tivoli, is not concerned much over this 
development, claiming it ‘didn’t matter 
much who booked the actor just as long 
as somebody kept booking him.’ 

“Tivoli is represented in America by 
Curtis and Allen, New York; Billy Dia- 
mond Office, Chicago, and Sam Kramer, 
Los Angeles.” 


NEW YORK, Dec. 27.—Curtis and Al- 
len office here reveals that the Tivoli 
Circuit has arranged for New Zealand 
time to follow Australian dates. About 
an extra dozen weeks are involved and 
may be offered to acts in Australia, as 
the New Zealand time is not booked in 
advance. 


10 Weeks and Options 

Max Roth, of the Curtis-Allen Agency, 
says the Tivoli contracts offered to 
American talent are for 10 weeks, play- 
able in 12, and options on 20 weeks, 
with round-trip fare from the West 
Coast to Australia and also within Aus- 
tralia being paid by Tivoli. Acts work 
six days a week and two shows a day, 
according to Roth. 

Roth says Tivoli wants young, good- 
looking. performers or good flash and 
novelty, or a combo of both. He points 
to Irene Vermillion, whose novelty flash 
worked 30 weeks in Australia and New 
Zealand. Norman Thomas Quintet and 
Forsythe, Seamon and Farrell are other 
U. S. acts that did very well in the 
antipodes. Saul Grauman, novelty musi- 
cal turn, leaves this week for an Aus- 
tralian tour. 
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AMUSEMENT YEAR—— 
(Continued from page 3) 
natural thing in view of the nature of 

the field. 

Performers in legit were hard socked 
by the scarcity of shows and the prev- 
alence of short runs. Burlesque per- 
formers also suffered badly and only a 
comparatively small portion of the vaude 
slack was taken up by clubs. 

Radio 

Radio in 1937 paralleled industry in 
1937, altho broadcasting probably “re- 
cessed” less than most other major busi- 
nesses. The labor front seethed; an at- 
tempt was made to weave the threads 
of pictures and radio into an intelligent 
pattern. So far, it’s still a jig-saw. Biz, 
generally speaking, was good. 

Out of the industry’s inability to cope 
with the musicians’ union, a move devel- 
oped to reorganize the National Associa- 
tion of Broadcasters. Plans are now 
under way to create a more closely knit, 
smoother running business machine. The 
musicians’ tiff was regarded as a com- 
plete victory for the music men. 

Actors, too, began making demands. 
Players -banded themselves into the 
American Federation of Radio Actors, an 
AFL union, affiliated with Equity. 
Writers also formed their Radio Writers’ 
Guild. Both will probably press their 
cases in 1938. 

Few new stars were developed. Out of 
a virgin forest came elfish, sophisticated 
Charlie McCarthy to touch the heights. 
Few others rose as high or shone as 
brightly. Maxwell House Coffee is pay- 
ing MGM an estimated $25,000 weekly 
for the privilege of airing its stars. Show 
has not been of socko proportions and 
indie film exhibitors have squawked to 
MGM of b.-o. lows, blaming them on 
the air show. This serial will probably 
continue well into 1938, as will Warner’s. 

Further discussion of the year in radio 
will be found in the radio department 
of this issue. 

Legit 


Legit, already slug-nutty from succes- 
sive blows deait by radio, talkies, the de- 
pression and what else have you, expe- 
rienced a disastrous year. Season of 
1936-'37, starting out slowly, simmered 
down quickly after the first of the year, 
and when totals were cast up, it was 
shown that the Broadway drama had 
experienced its woret season in modern 
history. Everything, it was felt, hinged 
on the current theatrical year. 

Current year, however, flopped dis- 
mally almost as soon as it started. Few 
hits have come in, general quality is far 
from heartening and the number of 
shows closing quickly has increased 
greatly. Legit at present is staggering, 
with even the professional optimists giv- 
ing vent to hoarse croaks of despair. 

The musical division, incidentally, has 
almost entirely disappeared, with only a 
few merry-merries presented each 
season. 

On the other hand, there is still a 
strong backbone of audience response, It 
is still felt that if quality goes up cus- 
tomers will return to the playhouses. 
Also, the road, dormant for years, has 
given hearty and healthy responses to all 
productions that meet its demand for 
quality plays and star performers. Nu- 
merous shows have scored sensational 
grosses, and many towns that have been 
closed to legit for years have been opened 
up this year and rung up amazing totals. 

General trend seems to be away from 
Broadway, and toward a more national 
drama, as in the days when tours meant 
more than the Stem. That may be the 
situation again in a few more seasons 
if present trends continue. 

Details of the legit year will be found 
in another section of this issue, 


Night Clubs-Vaude 

The year 1937 saw vaudeville continue 
its decline. The major circuits con- 
tinued to give it the works, using it 
only in emergencies where the pictures 
smelled worse than usual. In the hand- 
ful of circuit houses using vaude more 
or less regularly, vaude was strictly a 
desperation move—meaning the circuits 
were compelled to use it due to unusual 
competitive conditions. 

Whatever was left of vaudeville in 
1937 is due to the dynamic work of inde- 
pendent bookers. who sold it to indie 
houses unable to get picture product. In 
Newark, for example, indie vaude com- 

lled circuit houses to resume vaude. 
t is significant that the biggest booker 
in the East during the year was an in- 
dependent, Eddie Sherman. In the West, 
the Wilbur Cushman agency has been 
keeping alive what little vaude there is. 
Chicago and Midwest vaude was fairly 
lively during the year, also. 


Just as vaude agents, bookers and 
other people continued their emigration 
into other fields last year, vaude talent 
continued to look more and more to 
night clubs for economic salvation. More 
than ever before, vaude acts revamped 
their routines and went into cafes, the 
night club field continuing to grow right 
thru the year. 

Outstanding event of the year in night 
clubs was the dramatic collapse of the 
French Casino enterprises and _ the 
catching on of the International Casino, 
which had started as a joke but which 
came thru as a moneymaker. Billy Rose’s 
taking over of the French Casino for New 
Year’s Eve reopening was the other high- 
light of the year. Generally speaking, 
however, it was the smaller clubs and 
the hotel rooms, rather than spectacular 
casinos, that meant work for the large 
masses of performers. 


Music 

Year’s activity in music was heightened 
by the most progressive step the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians has taken 
in years, namely, an effort to secure in- 
creased employment for musicians in 
radio. The union guides the destiny of 
the musicians necessary to broadcasting, 
and aims to regulate the work oppor- 
tunities for its membership in that in- 
dustry. In previous years, AFM had 
tried more passive measures to secure 
employment, such as publicity cam- 
paigns and picketing. These were use- 
less. Indications now point to the Fed- 
eration tackling the problem of employ- 
ment in film studios and theaters with 
the same militancy used in whipping 
broadcasters into line. 

Conditions among the organizations 
embracing songwriters, publishers and 
royalties reached an almost chaotic con- 
dition with dog-eat-dog the general rule. 
Writers and pubs, back in May, embarked 
oh a struggle over the disposition of 
mechanical rights. They are still at it, 
with a court suit to settle the matter 
of divisibility imminent. Uniform 
agreement between pubs and writers was 
junked, with deals now made on an in- 
dividual basis. 

American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers, leading perform- 
ing rights organization, was harassed 
more than ever with lawsuits, but finally 
saw its way clear with a favorable de- 
cision in Nebraska. At one time a tie- 
up with the AFM was mulled, a move 
which would immunize the Society from 
anti-trust actions and help in its battles 
against broadcasters. 

Availability settlement, concerning a 
more mathematical means of apportion- 
ing publishers’ royalties, was never set- 
tled. Federal Trade Commission’s Music 
Code, long projected as a means of 
clamping down on bribery, never became 
& reality. 

National Association of Performing 
Artists, group trying to establish artists’ 
property rights in their interpretations, 
won a major victory in the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court. Have already begun 
licensing stations in Philadelphia, and 
will branch out nationally, the likelihood 
being that other States will regard Penn- 
sylvania decision as precedential. 


Films 

The picture industry did all right in 
1937. It took long strides in regaining 
patronage lost after the depression, it 
raised admission prices cautiously wher- 
ever it could get away with it, it con- 
tinued to fight off unfavorable legisla- 
tion and taxation, and it continued to 
give vaudeville the works. 

The RKO Circuit is still trying to find 
its way out of its receivership, as is 
Paramount—both circuits proving a 
picnic for lawyers representing commit- 
tees of stockholders and bondholders. 
Warner continued strong, while MGM 
and Loew made their usual neat profit. 

On the Coast, the picture studios 
found themselves gripped by a strike 
earlier in the year. The result was the 
International Alliance emerged stronger 
than ever, forcing producers to agree to 
put the IA label on all pictures, while 
the Screen Actors’ Guild won for itself 
a 10-year contract without even a strike. 
The IA is now on its way, absorbing as 
many small studio craft unions as it can, 
claiming the AFL has given it an okeh 
to pick up all unorganized studio 


workers. 
Burlesque 

More red ink was used by 1937 bur- 
lesque than in any year in the history 
of the theater of the strip-teasers and 
dialect’ comics. Overabundant, uncon- 
trolled publicity, focusing civic eyes on 
decadent shows, became a_ thorny 
boomerang. Houses were closed by New 
York authorities; business fell off in 
other cities. When New York rescinded 


its ban, houses reopened as “follies,” but 
offered shows differing little from those 
shuttered. Stripping was tamed down; 
comedy was stiil unfunny and dirty 
Poor business forced some of the re- 
opened spots to fold. 

Circuit and stock alike, the story was 
generally the same. Houses dropped off 
the Hirst Wheel, some to stock, some to 
close. Stock houses were not immune. 
Some folded. Unsettled, local economic 
conditions were reflected at box-office 
tills. 


A serious union fray between the 
American Federation of Actors and the 
Burlesque Artists’ Association compli- 
cated the burlesque situation. New 
York houses, reopening as “follies,” 
signed with the AFA. The Hirst Circuit, 
too, signed with the AFA, leaving the 
BAA jurisdiction over a few scattered 
stock houses. While the BAA was seek- 
ing to reclaim jurisdiction from the 
Four A’s, an attempt was made by dis- 
gruntled members to dissolve it. The 
Four A decision, restoring jurisdiction of 
out-of-New York houses to the BAA is 
looked upon as a partial victory for the 
BAA. The burly actors’ union is seek- 
ing also to regain control of New York 
houses and of chorines. Gals now carry 
Chorus Equity cards. 


Federal Theater Project 

The brightest spots this year of the 
Federal Theater Project in New York 
were the successes of Dr. Faustus, which 
grossed approximately %40,000 in a 20- 
week run, and the revival of Processional, 
the only current production making 
other than labor costs. 


These records, boosted slightly by the 
claim that in the past year 800 persons 
resigned from the project to take private 
jobs (most of them temporary) and the 
small consolation that the FTP averaged 
a million dollars’ worth of free publicity 
in the editorial columns of the local 
dailies, have to offset such wallops as 
the hysterical demonstration by 1,700 
discharged performers, a boro circuit 
plan which turned out to be a complete 
fizzle, about two dozen turkeys, among 
which were Machine Age and A Hero Is 
Born, and petitions of discontent and 
protest from supervisors and veteran 
elements. - 

Notwithstanding such tumult and up- 
heaval, manifest also in the change of 
executive staff and the merging of the 
FTP with the me art projects here 
under the helm of Paul Edwards as 
Project I, the Federal Theater has been 
rolling along on its way, supporting be- 
tween 4,017 and 5,725 performers on ap- 
proximately $500,000 a month awarded 
by Congress in the fall. Government 
appropriation for entire FTP was $12,- 
000,000. So long as the execs keep within 
the monthly limits, the project has a 
good chance of lasting until June 30. 

In anticipation of a prolonged 
existence, the administration announced 
plans for 10 elaborate productions with- 
in the months of December, January and 
February. Heads also flirting with La 
Guardia administration and money 
sources for sustained support in case 
government doesn’t come thru with re- 
newal of appropriation. 


Unions 

Year in unions was marked by reor- 
ganization, jurisdictional fights, activity 
on the part of groups long regarded as 
dormant, and projected plans which 
never materialized. Much of the tense 
activity stemmed directly from the CIO 
threat, the AFL unions making desperate 
efforts to grab up all theatrical groups 
heretofore unorganized. 

Outstanding development was the par- 
tial reorganization of the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America with the 
addition of the American Federation of 
Radio Artists and the American Guild 
of Musical Artists. Grand Opera Artists’ 
Association was threatened with losing 
its charter and was merged with AGMA. 
Under AFRA, organization of the radio 
field gained headway, despite real and 
attempted invasions by other unions. 

International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees was particularly active 
in organizing exchange workers, and 
threw a bombshell into the theatrical 
union set-up by claiming jurisdiction 
over Hollywood crafts, including actors 
organized by Screen Actors’ Guild. Much 
fire and no action on this development, 
but the rift seemed to have stymied a 
previous accord between the IA and the 
Four A’s, two internationals whieh, to- 
gether with the American Federation of 
Musicians, were contemplating a Triple 
Entente to tie up show business for the 
AFL. 

Press agents, heretofore regarded as 
rugged individualists, suddenly became 
union-minded. Old charters were resur- 


rected, deals with the IA were contem- 
plated, and the muddle finally ended 
in a fight between the Association of 
Theatrical Agents and Managers (AFL) 
and the League of New York Theaters. 

Performer unionism for the first time 
cracked the circus and night club when 
the American Federation of Actors 
signed closed shops with big circuses 
and 30 key New York night clubs. 

All unions protested cuts on the WPA 
Federal Theater and Music Project, but 
were unable to do much about it. 


OUTDOOR PRESS—— 


(Continued from page 3) 


national club is to further the social 
and business interests of all outdoor 
show exploiters. An annual banquet and 
convention will be the goal of the clan 
as soon as the rapidly forming mem- 
bership rolls are completed. While only 
those who are actively identified, in a 
publicity post, in such branches of the 
open-air field as the circus, carnival, 
fair, auto racing, grand stand, all tent 
shows and radio are to be admitted, the 
founders state that a whole-hearted re- 
sponse has been manifest and that the 
organization will bid fair to gain a tre- 
mendous membership. 


Founders All Outstanding _ 

Among other founders were Walter 
Davis, formerly with the Model Shows 
of America; Sam Stratton, Ringling Bros. 
and Barnum & Bailey; Joe D. Natalie, 
publicity director for Radio Station 
KOIL, Lincoln, Neb.; Russel Kay, well- 
known Florida columnist and publicity 
director for the 1939 Pan-American Ex- 
position; Ben Ludy, Topeka, Kan., radio 
publicity director; Carl Fritz, Radio Sta- 
tion WFLA, Tampa, Fla.; George Clem- 
ents, recently active at the Cleveland 
Great Lakes Exposition and present di- 
rector of publicity for the Florida Or- 
ange Festival at Winter Haven; 
Louth, Winnipeg Exposition, Winnipeg, 
Canada, and George Martin, well-known 
New York reporter and radio publicizer, 
and Pat Purcell, auto race publicist. 

A midwinter conference to better ac- 
quaint members and ive mem- 
bers has been called for February 5 at 
the Tampa Terrace Hotel. Dadswell, as 
his first official act for the organization, 
superintended the distribution of unique 
membership cards and assisted Hale and 
DeBelle in polling the field of outdoor 
press agentry. 


NO SCENERY—— 
(Continued from page 4) 
the Casa Valencia Club here. 
carries eight tons of equipment with 
him, along with 30 pairs of skates (cost- 
ing $25 to $50 each pair). The equip- 
ment includes three powerful gas tanks 
that heat down marblelike chemical 
composition into boiling water that is 
poured out on portable floor mats. The 
water “freezes,” each layer being about 
an eighth of an inch thick. Six or seven 
layers is enough to perfect a thoroly 
dry, skatable “ice” floor. Patrons can 
dance on this floor, which is not cold 
or wet or slippery enough to cause falls. 
Each night an extra layer is poured on 
to make the surface perfect. When the 
engagement is over NuDyke'’s crew can 
move out of the place in one hour, 
breaking up the chemical ice into slabs 
and carting it away. 

The same “ice” can be kept for about 
three months, being remelted and frozen 
continuously. Carrying two sets of floor 
mats, one set can always be sent ahead 
to the next jump and there’s no chance 
of the show being late. 

In other words, the ice ballet business 
has been organized in such a competent 
fashion that ice troupes can tour with 
almost as much ease as an ordinary 
vaude unit. In fact, since it carries no 
scenery it may move even faster. 

Altho estimating the cost of buying 
ice shows is impossible, since price de- 
pends on size of cast and size of the 
ice floor, NuDyke says $1 a square foot 
is a fair approximation of the cost of 
installing the ice floor. 

Incidentally, it appears as tho motion 
pictures are responsible for the ability 
of ice shows to travel like regular units 
now. After years of experimenting Holly- 
wood studios finally perfected methods 
of making artificial ice quickly and 
economically for ice scenes. Since these 
methods are not patented, engineers 
knowing the processes have been able 
to sell their services to ice units thru- 
out the country. 

Assembling the ice ballets is not sd 
tough, either, it appears. A competent 
teacher can instruct .dancers in ice 
routines in a couple of days. The real 
difficulty, however, is in finding soloists 
and specialty people. 
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January 1, 1938 The Billboard 119 
A B AA. the rates Rice said to a reporter for The can prevent a station from broadcasting the most charming and effective set of 
AF A Billboard: “The terrible thing is the product. dances that I can remember seeing in 
(Continued from page 3) minimum and no reduction for long Meanwhile Speiser is preparing to my near-decade of reviewing. The Al- 


sister union that the Four A’s adminis- 
tration has not been able to control. 

During the meeting BAA introduced 
six names of people who allegedly had 
not been paid off at the Irving Palace 
Theater. BAA angle here was to ¢s- 
tablish point that the AFA had not 
policed the New York field properly. APA 
countered with proof that five of the 
people had never filed claims and the 
one who did (Prank Penney) received 
his salary one day after filing. Penney 
was present as a witness for the BAA. 

Henry Silverstein, counsel for the BAA, 
tried to show that the productions at 
the former burlesque houses were still 
nearer to burlesque than vaudeville, and 
that critics concurred in this opinion. 
What they were called, according to Sil- 
verstein, was not important. APA 
pointed out that the mayor's Office is 
still insistent that there be no burly 
in New York. 

Matter of keeping the records straight 
at Four A’s meetings is becoming a sig- 
nificant factor, owing to a recent request 
on the part of the AFA and Screen Actors’ 
Guild that a secretary be present to take 
down the minutes. At future Four A’s 
meetings a new. accountant will be 
chosen. Frank Mesurac, Equity ac- 
countant, had been handling the Four 
A’s books; but at a recent confab a reso- 
lution was passed ruling that the new 
one must have no connection with any 
Four A’s union in order that impartiality 
might be assured. 

Mrs. Emily Holt, of American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists, raised the matter 
of clarifying radio jurisdictions. Tangle 
here results from the Richard Himber 
announcement of the Joe Weber letter. 
Letter was understood to have applied to 
vaude and night club fields. Mrs. Holt 
said she had heard that several singers 
with the NBC Artists’ Bureau were al- 
legedly approached by the AFA. Harry 
Calkins, representing the AFA, denied 
this. NBC Artists’ Bureau also handles 
night club and vaude dates for radio 
performers. 

Present at the meeting were Frank 
Gillmore, Mrs. Florence Marston, Mrs. 
Emily Holt, Paul Dulizell, Harry Calkins, 
William J. Rapp, Henry Jaffe, Leo 
Fischer, Paul Turner, Tom Phillips, Pat 
Carney, Mrs. Edith Christenson, Alfred 
Harding and others. 

Altho AFA lost decision regarding jur- 
isdiction over the Hirst Circuit, matter 
of jurisdiction over choruses is still 
coming up. 


MEREDITH IN—— 
(Continued from page 3) 


the near future, with Meredith already 
contacting Mrs. Hallie Flanagan. Four A 
spokesmen admit that this move, in 
the event the Coffee Bill passes, may 
result in greatly strengthening Equity’s 
prestige. 

Paul Dullzell, executive secretary of 
Equity, says he will not leave the asso- 
ciation now. Also says he will not run 
for the presidency in June. Extent to 
which Meredith will take over the ex- 
ecutive duties is not known by Dullzell, 
who feels it likely that Meredith will 
have to consult him on many matters. 

Nobody selected yet to become a paid 
assistant in carrying out the Equity 
Toutine duties and feeling of some of the 
liberal element is that such an assistant 
May not really be necessary. It was 
Claimed in one quarter that the move 
to get an assistant is being carried on 
by the conservative element in order to 
get one of their men into a strategic 
Position. 

Puture, of course, is vague, with the 
time between now and June looming as 
& period of trial and education in order 
to bring the inner workings of Equity 
into the light. 


FLAT-CAR SHOWS—— 


(Continued from page 3) 


Point where they deem action directed 


toward high authorities as imperative, 
Unless the roads come down to earth and 
abide by former rates and rulings as af- 
fecting this class of traffic. 

As the situation now stands the sole 
State in which shows can move under 
the so-called “government rates” is Ok- 
lahoma, these rates applying to intra- 
state movements only. The Car-Owning 
Managers’ Association some years ago 
effected this agreement. 

W. H. Rice, general agent and traffic 
Manager, in years past was instrumental 
in effecting the “government rate” for 
COMA and he cannot fathom why the 
M-K-T and Prisco Lines have so sud- 
denly defiected from their former rates 
8Qd considerations. In commenting on 


hauls, home runs or anything else.” 

The increased rates materially affect 
the Ringling-Barnum Circus with 90 
cars and Hennies Bros.’ Shows with 50 
cars, the former with four sections and 
latter with two. 


M-K-T Traffic Schedule 

The following bulletin has been sent 
by the M-K-T to all roads west of the 
Mississippi River asking them to take 
similar action: 

“Schedule of charges on circuses and 
carnival outtits for application between 
points on the M-K-T Lines-on intrastate 
and interstate traffic, except Oklahoma 
intrastate traffic, effective November 20, 
1937: 


“Cars Per Road Mile Minimum 
“5 to 15, inclusive... .$4.60 $460 

“16 to 25, inclusive.... 5.70 570 

“26 to 40, inclusive.... 7.30 730 


“When a circus or carnival is moved 
in more than one train the charge for 
the first section will be on the basis of 
$7.30 per mile, minimum $730; the 
charge for each additional section to be 
$3.05 per train mile, minimum $305. It 
is understood the maximum number of 
cars considered as one section will be 40 
cars, not to exceed 80 cars in two sec- 
tions, et cetera. 

“On outfits consisting of not more 
than 15 cars, the M-K-T reserves the 
right to fill out train to tonnage rating 
of locomotive handling. 

“Mileage books having a value not 
exceeding 20 per cent of the charges as- 
sessed under these rates will be issued 
for use of  billposters, advertising 
agents, et cetera if application is made 
for same at time of execution of con- 
tract. 

“These rates include handling of 
necessary advance cars in freight or 
passenger train service at the option of 
the operating department.” 


SILVER LIFE—— 
(Continued from page: 3) 

This fact leaves void the incentive neces- 
sary to properly inspire all members to 
push the new membership drive as 1t 
should be. 

With this condition in mind, the O. 
Henry firm has donated a sterling silver 
membership card with dues paid for one 


year. This award will go to the member* 


turning in the greatest number of new 
memberships over 50 and less than 100 
when the drive closes at the end of the 
year 1938. 

Mendelson, in commenting on the new 
membership situation, said to a repre- 
sentative of The Billboard this week, “It 
is our opinion that there are many mem- 
bers who, after getting 30 or 35 new 
members, find it tough going and lose 
interest because they feel that they can- 
not reach the 100 mark. With this ad- 
ditional award we feel quite sure that 
many members will endeavor to get at 
least enough new members to make it 
interesting for them to compete for the 
sterling silver membership card. This 
card will be identically the same size 
and face design as the gold card which 
is awarded for those getting 100 mem- 
bers or more. However,:it will carry only 
one year’s paid-up dues.” 


RCA NIXES—— 


(Continued from page 4) 
situation would have any curtailing ef- 
fect on NAPA's plan, Speiser said: 

“If I were representing the stations 
Victor wouldn't get away with refusing 
to sell records to them.” 

‘Officials of the RCA-Victor Company 
in Camden refused to discuss the situa- 
tion. 

“We never authorized radio stations to 
play our records in the first place,” one 
Official said. He refused to take cog- 
nizance of any report of a change of 
policy of the Victor Company. 

Officials of the two stations that have 
NAPA license—WDAS and WPEN—are up 
a tree as to what they should do. It was 
pointed out that they could sue NAPA 
for the return of their license fees, said to 
be $1,200 each. Thus far there has been 
no shortage of records, as there is a 
plentiful supply on hand and there has 
been no stoppage as yet by other record 
companies. 

Employees of the radio stations may 
still buy Victor records from dealers if 
they hide the fact that they are to be 
used for broadcasting purposes. But if 
the dealer is caught selling to radio sta- 
tions knowingly he is liable to lose his 
agent’s franchise. There is no legal rul- 
ing yet whether a record manufacturer 


make a tour of up-State radio stations in 
an effort to get them into line on NAPA 
contracts. Speiser’s aids are also plan- 
ning a campaign to license coin record- 
ing machines after the first of the year. 


NEW PLAY 
(Continued from page 6) 

the Devil and stars a trio of scintillat- 
ing Britons, the Misses Adele Dixon and 
Evelyn Laye and Jack Buchanan—it is 
presented unpretentiously but lavishly 
and in excellent taste by the Messrs. 
Shubert, and in it Messrs. Howard Dietz 
and Arthur Schwartz make up for that 
mammoth indiscretion of theirs that the 
Rockefeller interests were pleased to call 
Virginia. Between the Devil, handsome, 
sprightly and thoroly enjoyable, is a 
beautiful Christmas gift to Broadway. 

It may as well be admitted at the out- 
set that Dietz’s book need cause no danc- 
ing in the streets—but even so it is suf- 
ficient for the weight it has to bear— 
and it’s also a great deal better than it 
was reported to be on its first try-out 
tour. Then, according to rumors sifting 
in from the road, it was all about an en- 
gaging bigamist who had a name in 
Paris and another name in London, who 
had a wife in Paris and another wife 
in London—and it ended with a parlous 
arrangement whereby the wives were to 
share their communal spouse on a sort of 
50-50 split. Now, as it opened at the 
Imperial Wednesday night, the bigamy is 
unintentional, the French wife having 
been reported as drowned before the 
English wife came into the picture. 
None the less the gentleman finds the 
situation not entirely unpleasant—when 
he is with the English girl he is. sure 
that he wants to stay married to her; 
when he is with the French girl—but 
you know the rest. The second half is 
concerned chiefly with his efforts to 
Keep both wives and at the same time 
avoid the police; it is necessarily a bit 
repetitious, but a series of amusing sit- 
uations—notably a bigamy trial in a 
boudoir—keeps up the interest. And the 
end is nothing short of genfus. Torn be- 
tween his two fair frails, the gentleman 
carols lustily that he doesn’t know what 
to do; each wife trills that she doesn’t 
know what to do; the chorus, helpful, 
but bewildered, sings that it doesn’t 
know what to do—and the entire cast 
chants, “I don’t know what to do, you 
don’t know what to do, all God’s chillun 
don’t know what to do.” In that pretty 
pickle they leave it smack in the cus- 
tomers’ laps, and the curtain comes down 
on any ending you care to pencil in. 
It seemed pretty swell to me. 

And if Dietz has fallen down a bit in 
his book—a very little bit—he has more 
than made up for it in his lyrics. They 
are smart, witty, sophisticated, charming 
and altogether admirable—a set of lyrics 
that in their way are as nice as the lyrics 
in Pins and Needles are in theirs. And 
that, coming from the number one Pins 
and Needles fan, is praise indeed. And 
Schwartz comes thru with music that 
matches the lyrics in every way—tuneful, 
catchy, sprightly and absolutely right 
for the various uses to which it’s put. 
It’s a grand score in every way. 

And the Messrs. Shubert, evidently 
decked out in red suits and long white 
whiskers, have given the affair a beauti- 
ful production—unobtrusive, but taste- 
ful and immensely effective. The cast, 
tho small, is uniformly excellent, with 
Mr. Buchanan making a charming rogue 
of the all-too-willing bigamist, and with 
Miss Dixon, on her American debut, dis- 
playing a strange and immensely engag- 
ing loveliness, a really nice voice and 
an amount of charm that made a sus- 
ceptible reporter her immediate and en- 
thusiastic devotee. Miss Laye, who has 
never been a prime favorite in this cor- 
ner, emerges in Between the Devil as a 
grand trouper, and does a thoroly in- 
gratiating job. On the basis of her 
present work no praise could be too great. 

The supporting cast is similarly ex- 
cellent, with Charles Walters taking an- 
other long stride toward his future posi- 
tion as America’s premier young song- 
and-dance man, and with Vilma Ebsen 
returning to a stage that has sorely 
missed her, to offer again her charming 
and ex¢ellent dancing. William Kendall 
does a stand-out job as a routine menace, 
and the small chorus is one of the most 
attractive I’ve seen in years—not beauti- 
ful by accepted standards, but each girl 
interesting and different looking. Also 
they're used as choruses should be used 
in musical comedies—to furnish singing 
and background, no more. 

High among those who rate praise for 
the show is Robert Alton, who staged the 
dances. They are, without exaggeration, 


bert Johnson sets are unobtrusively ex- 
cellent. 

It may be that there'll be some talk of 
dirt in the show, what with the current 
crop of sniveling bluenoses who are run- 
ning around without their keepers. But 
the blue material, what there is of it, is 
also witty and funny and there’s never 
any dirt for dirt’s sake. If you have a 
mental age over eight, a decent mind, a 
love of witty rhymes and catchy music, 
an interest in seeing topnotch perform- 
ers and a general desire to be charmingly 
entertained, then Between the Devil is 
the show for you. Even to a show-weary 
reporter it came as a triply welcome 
Christmas present. 


“Tovarich” New 
Chi Hit 
CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—Shuberts have a 
winner in the Gilbert Miller production 
of Tovarich, which opened at the Selwyn 
Monday. Starring the brilliant Eugenie 
Leontovich and featuring a capable sup- 


porting cast, piece is immensely enter- 
taining from beginning to end. 


It is an expertly staged comedy, 
soundly constructed and steadily mount- 
ing in interest. Watching two members 
of the deposed Russian royal family 
adapt themselves to the new methods 
of living and ways of earning a liveli- 
hood is a delightful experience. Re- 
maining loyal to the Russia of old, they 
hold on to four billion francs given them 
by the czar to be used for the best of 
the country. And finally let the for- 
tune out of their hands and into those 
of a Red commisar to prohibit foreign 
interests from digging their treasured 
Russian soil for petrol. 


What makes this play thoroly pleasing 
theater adventure are the clever lines 
and situations delivered and portrayed 
with all the fullness and depth they 
rate. Miss Leontovich has seldom been 
finer. She commands irresistible atten- 
tion with her role of the Grand Duchess 
Tatiana Petrovna and is slightly shad- 
owed only in the second act, when For- 
rest Orr, as her master, takes full ad- 
vantage of the rib-tickling bits of busi- 
ness and scores a personal triumph. 


McKay Morris makes the prince a real 
and unusually interesting character. He 
is particularly fine in the second act 
when he and his wife secure employ- 
ment as butler and maid in the DuPont 
household. He is instrumental in get- 
ting many laughs in his new position 
and in influencing his employer’s family 
in adopting Russian mannerisms. 


Other good support is furnished by 
Amanda Duff, John Fearnley, Margaret 
Dale, Jean Del Val, Irene Winston, Mur- 
ray Stephens, George Graham, Reginald 
Evelyn, Judith Vosselli, Clara Palmer 
and Cecil Humphreys. 


The production has been ideally de- 
signed by Raymond Sovey. Robert E. 
Sherwood’s English text of Jacques De- 
val’s original is a finished piece of 
writing. 

Tovarich should enjoy a long and 
prosperous run. Sam Honigberg. 


Detroit Feds 
Open “Boy” 


DETROIT, Dec. 25.—WPA Federal The- 
ater opened Boy Meets Girl to a con- 
sistently good attendance for a 10-day 
run here last week at the Cinema The- 
ater. The play was produced for several 
weeks on a tour of the State before com- 
ing into Detroit, and the cast played 
together with the accustomed crafts- 
manship of veterans. 

This production was a second given 
by the WPA Players at the Cinema, in 
combination with a film showing before 
and after the play, which goes on once 
nightly, with Sunday matinee. This 
combination film and legitimate policy, 
inaugurated by Ira Kaplan, of the 
Cinema, who has produced several 
theatrical novelties in Detroit in the past 
two years, appears to be a success after 
this second experiment. 

Ray Rawlings, from the New York 
project, has been brought to Detroit to 
strengthen the local cast, which has been 
considered by the direction somewhat 
weak on principals. Rawlings will take 
the lead in the revival of Dr. Faustus 
next month. 
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~ Tavern) Starr, Freddie: (Park Lane) NYO, ¢. 
ROUTE ee 4 ry yaa Terrace) Woodside, —. ke ity, ne Hikiau: (Old Mill Staulcu, Sack: (Vanity) Detroit,” 2. » 
: j 3 Bea Fla., Steel, Leonard: ( elby) 
G h ge saag oa ye. 23) re) Fg ty .CMeatpin). Nyc Saye - oe mt erslades) 850 ” Sterney,  toege7 § rea —e ee ae ite, ns. , 
rantham, Billy: (Virginia) Columobus, O., ne. , n) : Ami)-Buffalo, ne. Stewart. Dee: (Contineutal) Kansas (Rout 
Grantham, Billy: Nelson) Rocktord, tl., h. —, o Gus: (Leighton’s Tavern) Ardsley, Sean eae (pore Arthur) Providence, Stipes, Edaie: (Blue Moon) Toledo, | 4 ; . 
oe Se 2 NYC. 'h Michales, Bill: (Station KUNO) San Antonio. _R. 1. re. wn, Stes. Cotte: (Tropionl Reet) Mone Cc. 
Gray. : a N Bedford Middleman, Herman: (Nixon) Pittsburgh, c. Price, Stanley: (St. Nicholas) Decatur, IIL, rom, Roy: (F grt " 
ray, Len: (New Cedars) Rew Be * Millar, Bob: (Midway Inn) Ft. Worth, ro. Price, Robert: (Lake Breeze) Buckeye Lake, Strong, Benny: (Brown , h. —_ 
Pee "Bob: (Biltmore) Atia ta, h. Mills, Floyd: (Du Pont) Wilmington, Del., h. _ O., h. Subel, Allan: \ cesar: Springs) Bedford 4 
eS . m 1) Nyc ne Mills, Dick: (The Grove) Beaumont, Tex., nc. Prima, Louis: (Famous Door) NYO, ne. . Springs, Pa., h. a 
Grid Johnny’ (Charlie's Tavern) Elmont, Minkler, Howard: (Murray's Inn) Albany, R Co-Eds: (La Fontaine) Huntingto t. 
L. N. ¥., ne. Ps bastian’ Cott Club) Ramoni: (Armando’s) NYC, = h. ? a, Adami 
ean, ‘Huey: (Bagdad) Miami, Fla., ne. Mojeca, Leon: (Sebastian's = Rapp, Barney: (St. Anthony) San Antonio, h, Thongs’ Eadie: (Nut Club) NYO, ne. Adriar 
Grier, Jimmy: (Biltmore) Hollywood, h. Fe gona S La ee ee Reader. Charles: (Fort Montague) Nassau, Thompson, Denny: (Mayflower) ‘Akron, h. Adriar 
Geni, Joaquin: (F eet Antonio, Tex. B. Monroe, etry: watts Sulphur Springs, W. Va. Rg 8 py ae Covington, Thompene. Lang: (Commodore Petry) To- — 
Moore, e: es) aca q Ky., ne. — 
Hackett, Bobby: (Nick’s) NYC, no. Morelli, Larry: (Merry Gardens) Lynchburg, eyes, Chica: (Continental) Detroit, ne. re es See SS Allen 
Hadreas, Jimmy: (College Inn) Sherman oe _ Russ: (Paramount) NYC, t negnelts, Buddy: (Rose Garden) Hannibal, emery, a & Alvare 
Chi , : e o., b. , “ Ivare 
Ball “George: (Taft) New York, h. Morris, — (Paddock Club) Wheeling, Rhythm Kings: (Game Ose) NYC, c. eet. gl Siok Oot WhO, oe ‘ — 
Hancock: Busdy. (ican) Mousion exe ne, ‘Morion- Oct: (Savoy-Paga) NYO, b  ictard: “Wiaady!” (fark in) Clearwater Towne,’ Loren: (Cub Joy) ceringlas, Ky, Pc 
Harris, Claude: (Joey’s Stables) Detroit, ne. Mosley, Snub Leo: (Barrel 0} n ne. Beach, Fla., r ws. andre’ 
° Motely, Berk: (Casa Grande) Berwyn, Md., nc. i Club) Chi, ne. Q . 
ey Ne nes House) Covingiom ‘Musical Aces: (Anvil Inn) Vista, N. ¥. Roberts’ Eddie: ‘ Mill) Bronx, ne. Ulrich, Roberto: (Lobby Cafe) Juares, Mexico, J 42\0n 
Horton, Harry: (Le Mirage) NYC, ne. N Robinson, Jay: (Evergreen) Bloomfield, N. J., ne, v Ardell 
a Brees (Mayfair Casino) Cleve- Navarro, Al: Gono re h. e.g Maurice: (Kit Kat) NYC, Vallee, Rudy: (Paradise) NYO, ne, —_ 
Hembree, Joe: (Bertolotti’s) NYC, re. Newman, Ab: (6. Club) Ashland, Ky., Rogers, Eddy: (Rainbow Grill, "Radlo City) Vallee, Rudy: (state) ba BY na artini, 
Hembree, Joe: (Bertolotti’s) NYC, re. Nickies, Billie: (Torch Club) Los Angeles, n » he. an nkie oe: (Melody oe, sino) 
Hendricks, Dick "Red": (Chub Chanticleer) opie, clint: (Arabian Supper Club) Colum- R&sere, Buddy: (College tan) Chl, ne gg ee ars 
Herth, Milt: (Shelton) NYC, h. wou O., ne hton: (Arcadia International) 0sen, Tommy: (Wisteria Gardens) Atlanta, orden, Vivian: (Broadway Tavern) San An- Ash, E 
py Hill, Worthy: (Pavilion Royale) Savin Rock, “‘Diii, ~~ ne. . tonio, nc eo atkins 
See BS. Norris, Stan: (Merry Garden) Chi, . Auburt 
: Himber, Richard: ae ee Culver Norris, Joe: (Frontenac Casino) Detroit, RC. Seger, Buddy, Trio: (Chanticler) n, Wade, Johnny: (Romance Inn) Angola, N. Y., 
’ ow -' gS eee —— Norton, Bob: (New Garden Center) Detroit, b. S®S®T, Muuey, : aumens enibde : (Club Cpbrillo) Bacon, 
Holden, Virginia: (Normandy Inn) Warren, Notes, Four: (Chateau Moderne) NYO, ne. Sanabria, Juanito: (Trocadero) NYC, ne. ey. Saas Sep Fete Baines 
eg ginia: * Noury, Walt: (M. and J.) Haverhill, Mass., re. Sanderfer, Cody: (Forrest) Ft. Worth, nc. Wardell, Tick: (Kungsholm) West Orange, Baldwi 
Horton, Harry: (Le Mirage) NYC, Novak, Prank: (Warwick) NYC, h. Saxon, Sam: (Gay Village) NYC, c. N. J. re Ballou, 
Howard, bpm (Perona Farm) v~andover, 3 Schlosser, Billy: (Riptide) Miami, Fla., nc. Watkins, Ralph: (Yacht Club) NYC, Be Vis. 
_ N. J., Schrag, Benny: (Metronome) Spokane, wapjies, ‘Bud: (Roosevelt) St. Louis, a, 
_ Hudgens, Ray: (Tottie’s) Kansas City, Mo, O'Hara, et ee eee ee eotash. > starty:  (Balconnades) Pitts: Wardlaw, Jack: (Casa Madrid) Louisville, — 
nec. Oakes, Irving: (Trianon) Detroit, b. chramm, ; Ky., ne. =< 
Hughes, Merrill: (St. George) Brooklyn, Octabe Trio: Rat Hayes) Columbus, ©., ne. schwarts, Cl te Umeteinitin e e) NYO, ~~. oaeT' ae, Seeeee. h. Barry, 
. Olman, Val: elmon aza @ * illag a: : Nyc, Barry, 
’ : : ) NYO, re. 
Hughes, Merrill: (St. George) Brooklyn, —. ee (New Julius) Gardenville, N. ocman. Chic: (Chez Paree) Louisville, ne. poo! oe a dat Barto 
nber, V : , , Carl: (59th St. Childs) NYC, re. , .- » Pi . 
Humber, awison: (George’s Palace) Little orsein,” Harry: (Evergreen) Bloomfield, N. J., See ea: Trabotder) Birmingham, Ala., h. Wolk, | Lawrence: (William Penn tts= Baza 
Hunter,” ere er olsen, George: (International Casino) NYO, entry * canto: San Seasl) Mavens, oe ze Weiser’ Leo: ‘Michigan Tavern) Niles, ‘Mich, Beal, | 
’ . ed ° Ps . 
: Sherr, Jack: (White Mansions) Pittsburgh, ne. ne. Beekm 
Hutton, Ina Ray: (Main St.) Kansas City, Osborne, Will: (Normandie) Boston, b. Shively-Yates: (Spanish) Dover, O.. b. Westen, Menlo: (Gllsem) Gan “Apleate, ue. Bell's 
Mo., t. P Siboney Quartet: (Yacht Club) NYC Whitney, Palmer: (Baker) St. Charles, Ill, h. ul, 
t Pablo, Don: (Merry-Go-Round) Dayton, O., ats mapey: (Clover Club Inn) Middleton, Widmer, Bus: (Palais Royal) St. Petersburg, (Lin 
i Spots, Four: (Bennett) Binghamton, palerno, William: (Place Elegante) NYC, nc. Simmons, Bob: (Myer’s) Columbus, ©., ne. —wijjiams, Sande: (Astor) NYC, h. pa 
: (Colonial Inn) Singac, N. J., Siry, Larry: (Versailles) NYC, re. Williams, Joe: (Mark Twain) Hannibal, elmor 
Palmer, Freddy: ( ) Singac, . ; , 3 t 
Irish, Mace: (Chanticler) Millburn, N. J., ne. re. Small, Allan: (Jimmy Kelly's) NYC, ne. Mo., h. enne 
calmer Bem, cmracem, Mick oreo, &. Seiih Sat MBG, Gaetan the, Wilms Charlie: (Ohecter) ok Joan, x. 3. Sn, 
: , Skeeter: (Seneca ochester, N. Y.,h. Smith, Jim ne. 
ee. eens (Old Mill Tavern) Jackson Pees thabiniie Club) Detroit, b. Smith, Bill: (Rhineland Gardens) Armonk, Wilson, Ray: (Rainbow) Grove ity, Pa., ne. — 
“Al: { , Mike: (Loftus Ambassador) Albany, N. Y., ne. Winder, Bill: (Senator) Seattle, b. 
Sano teeny: (Chortags? nn Rg ig + Y eet BS) , ** gmith, “Joseph C.: (La Rue) NYC, ne. Winston, a (Bal Tabarin) San Prancisco, Bernie 
— Eunic : “10-18 club) Marshfield, Parks, Bobby: (Stork) NYC, ne. Smith, Stuff: (Famous Door) Hollywood, nc. : Berrig: 
ee gust : Payno, Al: (Grill Leon) Montclair, N. J., nc. Socarras, Alberto (Havana-Madrid) NYO, nc. Wintz, Julie: (Roseland) NYO, b. Beryl 
Sen eee: Canon) EC, be. Pearl, Ray: (Bill Green’s Casino) ‘Pittsburgh, Sorting, — Mg? a jae Ane ng =o Woodfield, Harry: (Hofbrau) Canton, O., ¢ Betty 
Joy, Jimmie: (Claridge) Memphis, h. Peck, Earl: (Cocoanut Grove) Bridgeport, Fla., ne. y + ¢ ) Pt. Worth, bh Bishop 
Kampus Kids: (Bennett) Binghamton, pyrcrog, by oer, Fee: rte) aS noe Tex., Biait, | 
E = son, Milf ze ving: ’s , . : 
¥., h. . ies Caen ates rer ty ae on z., c. 7 “4 Zelman, Rubin: (Caraven) NYC, ne, Blanch 
, Kay, Herbie: (Drake) Chi, h. Bland, 
- é King’s Jesters: (La Salle) Chi, h. Brandi 
| Kirkham, Don: (Biakeland Inn) Denver, ne. 4 S.C 
Klein, Jules: (Statler) Detroit, h. e e Sesth, 
Koplitz, eeaey:. (Beverly Lodge) Morris Boyett 
a Plains, N. J., h. 
. Kress, Andy: (Robert Treat) Newark, N. J., h. Brill, 
, Krumin, Costya: (Russian Bear) New York, . Brito, 
: : Te. Can 
es Kuenzler, Robert: (Martin’s Rathskeller) ~—- 
pos NYC, ne. K FEATURE) Brown 
Kuhn, Richard: (eatetie) NYC, h. (A WEEKLY eon 
oe ster ed ag a: Songs listed are those which received siz or more oe ‘ihe Title ns _? 
Lagman, Bill: (Club Trianon) Mobile, Ala. ne. Plugs on the networks, WJZ and WEAF (NBC) and WABC ‘ast Wk. This Wk. Sant 
LaMothe, Oliva: (Rosegarden) Middletown, (CBS), between 5 p.m. and 1 a.m. weekdays, and between — at 8 Py err ay re ao 13 2 Surke 
: Conn., c. Marine B Musk Mich., b. 11 a.m. and 1 a.m. Sundays, from Friday, December 17, thru 18 15. 1 Want You for. Christmas.......... 12 17 Burton 
: Farts Drsrel: Otaring Room) Aiuskegon, Mich..0. Thursday, December 23. 11 15. Let's Give Love Another Chance (F).. 12 7 Byrd, 
Lane, Eddie: (Governor Cunten) wen, h. Also listed under Independent Plugs are the Tae te ne - ceed —~athadly Ae x p. 
wide Sea AO pgegy et: get ings for each song on WOR, WNEW, WMCA and WHN for - Sweet Stranger ......--++-sseecereeee Calgar 
li —. Ray: (Mary’s Place) Kansas City, anh ebeun poser g 6 16. You Can't Stop Me From Dreaming.. 1 7 Campo 
. r, Ch . I Wanna New Romance (F).......... Mian 
; Lazar, Charlie: (Mayfair) Detroit, b. The symbo! “F” after the title of a song denotes it 19 16. I 2 Pe 
‘ : . ? (M)...... 1 ll andi¢ 
* UO ne’ (Radio Clty Rainbow Room)  Griginated in a film; symbol “M” indicates derivation from 17 +g me Ne age Met sen Page — ee a ss ot 
| LeRoy, Howard: (Orlando) Decatur, Il, h. @ musical production. 16. This Never Happened Before........-. 11 9 oy 
L (Olmos Club) San Antonio, Tex 19 r Happe 
= tye race eee : i Position Title Plugs 19 16. My Heaven on Earth (F)..........-. 11 5 Carlos, 
Lew, Harry: (Brown Palace) Denver, h. Last Wk. This Wk. Net Ind. en 16. My First Impression of You.......... 11 3 a 
sows, Ste; Commas Square) Meckeesses, ae. ; dh gp eer .. 34 29 .. 17. Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen.............. 10:16 — 
i land. 6 1. You’re a Sweetheart ( 5 per 
| = row “Sea Se City 2 1, True Confession (F).........-..-..+- 34 22 18 17. Ten Pretty Girls (M)...........-+00. 10 1 Carr, 
—. ‘ ’ 2 eo eee eee 31 44 12 18. If It’s the Last Thing I Do.......... 9 26 Carrol 
Lindeman, Udo: (Gloria Palast) New York. cb. 1 RO CPD, wii ebOncleware iw haes VaQeday 29 23 12 18. One Rose ........ SPE ae ee 9 12 Carroll 
Livingstone, Jerry:  (Laurel-in-the-Pines) ak 3. I've Hitched My Wagon to a Star...... 29 9 16 «=: 18. Snake Charmer ......6..0..cceeeeees 9 4 neey 
Bh wrtarig oo 7 Rocsevelt) NYC, h. 13 4. Roses in December (F).......-...--. 24 24 16 18. How Many Rhymes? (F)..........--.- : = Castai 
London, Larry: (Esquire) Miami, Fla., ne. 5 ee a ery eres ere ce 24 19 16 18. I Told Santa Claus To Bring Me You. ate 
Lopez, Vincent: (Gibson) omen. h. 4 5. There’s a Gold Mine in the Sky...... 23 11 8 18. Everything You Said Came True...... 9 ; NYC 
Lukewela: (Roosevelt) N¥O, 3 6. Nice Work If You Can Get It (F).... 22 28 — a <. See. 9 Pot 
— —— (University “ori Albany, 6 7. I Double Dare You (F)........--..-- 21 11 19 18. Every. Day’s a Holiday................ : ‘ Chapp 
ian, Abe: C, ne. 7 RIMM TIID® 2h c6u ws awe ceisidone pad Kees 20 25 .. 18. Somebody’s Thinking of You........ sonv 
Lyman, Abe: (French Casino) NYO, no 11 EL meee Wresear Sara peer ae Deer 17 19. Getting Some Fun Out of Life...... 8 10 ae 
McCoy, Clyde: (Beverly Hills) Southgate, Ky., 7 9. You Took the Words Right Out of My 16 19. A Strange Lomeliness........... ns on 8 6 non 
at winnie euthiai - sme: eae ME 0055 wu oe vac ieee dsc becuase 18 14 7 19. A Little White Lighthouse............ : . Clare 
ei, Bile: Front Cate. tOnabe 18 10 . 19. I'll Take Romance (F).............-. ase 
i : Cafe: (Cheboygan, 8 9. Blossoms on Broadway (F)..........- : -Tu 
wwtich. cn URREENRAT MEER SERS cy 9 10. I Wanna Be in Winchell’s Column (F) 17 11 Pe 19. Winter Wonderland (F) teesesseeeees 8 : ae 
Mesntire, Lani: (Lexington) NXO, 10 10. When the Organ Played “Oh, Promise -. 19. Let’s Waltz for Old Times’ Sake...... 8 - Claude 
a Bacal (Plantation Club) " Bassier EAGER 17 7 ‘ 20. Remember Me? (F)............00---- . - ot 
SS” sek w.6.4 16 20. Am I in Another World? (F)........ ayto 
Mack, Austin: (Open Door) Chi, ne. 10 ig. «Ye BS er eer ces ‘ 
Salone, Don: (Dunn's Tavern) Harlem, 14 11. Mama, That Moon Is Here Again (F). 16 25 17 20. Rollin | es PERCE Re Te Sy oee hh 7 z ons 
Mont., ne. : xford ee Saar eee 16° «25 .. 20. I'm the One Who Loves You.......... ; Collett 
—sei: Ee a ee acs sek 16 11 2020. Toy Trumpet (P)..........-. éscteiss T 3 Bh conces 
nnone, Wingy: (Swing Club) NYC. nc. £8 _ 12. In the Still of the Night (F).......... 15 24 ‘. BD, Were A To olan occ i ees. ali 
Mannone, Wingy: (Swing Club) NYC, ne. 8 12. In the Still of the Night (F) : ool 
i Mareno, Frank: (Sweeney) Baltimore, c. 5 12. I Still Love To Kiss You Goodnight (F) 15 21 og Sl. Lady Is a Tramp (BE)... cee seed ce : ; — 
——, Gary: (41 u : so z=. om 6 12. PT, BE Bee ee as acaeesss = : ~ ot oe Bagenes. sas 50 bay wa Raes Up t 4 oot.» 
arshali 4 ssex) Bos , & Wall Sen eee Tee a Og a i in IL oe ie ‘ 
’ 1, Gus: illes) 15 12. She’s Tall, Tan, Terrific (M).......... . More Power to You............. ontin 
a : nto Seaday: UntiecGucmeny” NYC. h. 8 12. I See Your Face Before Me (F)...... 15 6 20 21. Greatest Mistake of My Life......... > : : — 
Mathews, Frank: (Club 15) Phila, ne. ve 13. Santa Claus Is Coming to Town...... 14 14 3 21. If I Can Count on You.............. : ; eon 
Martin, Bob: (Chez Florence) Paris, ne. 15 1S, ID aca ctw cae ch kog cetas exe oo 14 8 DD.” RII eivigces oc sins ccciu othe eaS ee te - 6 NYC 
Seen’ Shteciy.” Cobeee Door Rake eat 4S. SM eck cncavk=so bas toasters tek 4 63 cc MRO da ose odas caubadee cee 6 2D coral 
gg ee 9 14. Mama, I Wanna Make Rhythm (F).... 13 23 5. MER Memagee Bends... sistas edoes haba He Corte 
Massingale, Bert: (Hi-Hat) Houston, ne. 14 14. Thrill of a Lifetime (F)..............- 14 10 Costel 
Mayer, Ken: (Gunter) San Antonio, h. 16 14. Foggy Day De ee Sar Pree pay: 2 13 RB Turn to our Amusement Machines, Music Section, for Covar: 
1 aX + pe ane, ae a a ee 13 14. Sail Along, Silvery Moon.............. 13 7 listing of the five best record sellers (Bluebird, Brunswick, Cowar 
Melnikoff, Joe: (Philadelphian) Phila, h. 10 14. Mission by the Sea............sse000% 13 6 Decca, Victor and Vocalion) for the week ending December 27. Mic] 
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ACTS, UNITS AND 
ATTRACTIONS 


(Routes are for current week when no dates 
are given.) 


A 
. Red (Ye Olde Tavern) Ft. Wayne, Ind., 


anot, Muriel, Xmas Fantasy (Chicago) Chi, 


none ni, Dell (International Casino) — ne. 
Adrian, Jill (Philadelphian) Phila, 

Adrian, Iris (Leon & Eddie’s) NYO, ne. 

Albenice (St. Moritz) NYU, n. 

Alexander, Durelle (Radio City Rainbow 
Room) NYC, ne. 

Allen, Stuart (Essex House) NYC, h. 

Alvarez, Fausto (El Chico) NYC, ne. 

Alvarez, Sofia (Hollywood) NYC, re. 

Anecaroma Sisters (Havana-Madrid) NYO, 


ne. 

Anarews, Avis (Cotton Club) NYC, nc. 
Andrews, Jo (Blackhawk) Chi, re. 

Antonita (Havana-Madrid) NYC, ne, 

Apollon, Dave, Unit (Orph.) Memphis, t. 

Ardelle, Billy (Nine-Mile House) Cincin- 
nati, ne. 

Arden, Dolly (Oriental) Chi, t. 

Artini, Sonya & Elizabeth (International Ca- 
sino) NYC, ne. 

Aristocrats, Twelve (RKO Boston) Boston, t. 
Ash, Flo (Club Moderne) San Prancisco, nec. 

Ash, Paul (Roxy) NYC, t. 

Atkinson, Betty (Hollywood) NYC, re. 

Auburn & Dodge (Colosimo’s) chi, ne. 


Bacon, Paith ‘(Colosimo’s) Chi, ne. 

Baines, Pearl (Kit Kat) NYO, ne. 

Baldwin & Bristol (Victory) San Jose, Calif., t. 
Ballou, Melisse (Tic-Toc Tap) Sheboygan, 
Wis., ne. 

Banks, Sadie (Old Roumanian) NYC, re. 
Barbage, Reynold (Rudy's) NYO, ne. 
Barrett & Smith (Chateau Club) Rochester, 


| i 4 
Barry, Eddie (Game Cock) NYC, 
Barry, Breen & Wyler (Colosimo’s} Chi, x 
Barto & Mann (Capitol) rt ae D. C., 
Bates, Lulu (French Casino) NYC, 

F menms Zayas (Havana-Madrid) 
NYC 


Beal, Charlle (Yacht) NYC, ne, 

Beekman, Jackie (Penthouse) Baltimore, nec. 
Bell's Hawaiian Follies (Illinois) Centralia, 
Ill., 29; (Illinois) Jacksonville, Ill., 30; 
(Lincoln) Belleville, Ill., 31; (Strand) 
Frankfort, Ill., Jan. 1; (Iowa) Keokuk, I@., 


2-3, t. 

Belmont Balladeers (Belmont Plaza) NYO, Fr 
Bennett, Ethel (Old Roumanian) NYC, re. 
Beno, Ben: Prichard, Ala. 

Berman, Harry (Roumanian Village) NYO, 
ne. 

Bernie, Harry (Oliver Twist) =, ne. 
Bernie, Al (RKO Boston) Boston, t. 
Berrigan, Bunny, & Orch. (Earle) Phila, t. 
Beryl, Billie (Golden Glow) Cleveland, nc. 
Best, Larry (State Fair) Shreveport, La. 
Betty Co-Eds (Commodore Club) Detroit, ne. 
Bishop, Fred (Gay °90s) NYC, ne. 

Blair, Prancis (Music Hall) ey Ore., 
Blair, Cecile (Colosimo’s) Chi, n 

Blanche & Elliott (Brown Derby) Boston, nc. 
Bland, Jack (Normandie) NYC, h. 

—t Magician (Carolina) Greenville, 


8. C., 
Booth, “sche (Arcadia) Phila, re. 
i The (Tampa Terrace) Tampa, Fia., 


Brill, Billie (Piccadilly) Baltimore, ne. 

— _ (Mt. Royal) Montreal, Que., 
an., h. 

Brown, Hi (Piccadilly) Baltimore, ne. 

Brown, Isabel (say Kelly’s) NYC, ne, 

Brown, Danny (Chatterbox) Jamestown, Pa., 
ne. 

Bryant, Betty (Pierre) NYC, h. 

Bryant, Johnny (Palmer House) Chi, h. 

Burke Sisters, Three (Hi-Hat) Chi, ne. 

Burton, Effie (Club Alabam’) Chi, ne. 

Byrd, Muriel (Governor Clinton) NYC, h. 

Byton, Dorothy, ent ae Chi, h. 


Calgary Bros. (International Casino) NYC, nc. 

Campo, Deana & Del (Reyal Palm Club) 

Miami, ne. 

mecits & Nena Montes (El Gaucho) NYC, 

Garten, e+ & Co. (Plymouth) Worces- 

ter, Mass., t. 

Carlos, Vivian (Havana-Madrid) NYC, ne. 

. Prank & Ethel (Palace Gardens) 

Lansing, Mich., ne 

Carpenter, Imogen (Weylin) NYC, h. 

Carr, Billy (606 Club) Chi, ne. 

Carrol & Kane (Trouville) "NYC, c. 

Carroll, June (Bertolotti’s) NYC, re. 

Carroll, Helen (Holland) NYC, h. 

Casey, Emmett (Gay ‘90s) NYC, ne. 

Castaido, Lee (Commodore) NYC, h. 

Castro Sisters (Havana-Madrid) NYC, 

“ne Cuban Rhumba (Havana-Madrid) 
ne. 

Challis, Beth (Philadelphian) Phila, h. 

Chappeau, Tei (George Washington) Jack- 

sonville, Fla., h. 

Chocolateers (Cotton Club) NYC, ne. 

Christian, Eleanore (Stevens) Chi, h. 

Clara & Alberto (Havana-Madrid)} NYC, ne. 

Clare & Sanna Sisters (Earle) Washington, 

Chase, Chaz (Strand) Brooklyn, t. 

Chilton & Thomas (Paramount) nyc, t. 

Clark, Sylvia (Michigan) Detroit, t. 

Claudet. Marguerite (Orlando) Decatur, 


Clayton, Pat (Barrel of Pun) NYC, ne. 

Clayton & Dunn (Barrel of Fun) NYC, ne. 

Cole, Kid (Janet of Prance) NYC, re. 

Collette & Barry (Village Barn) NYC, ne. 

a & Galle (Lake Merritt) Oakland, 
a , 

Collins & Peterson (Earle) Phila, t. 

vearel, Coonie (Continental) Kansas City, 
o., ne. 

Continental Four (Seelbach) Louisville, h. 

Continental Thrillers (Park Central) NYC, h. 

Conville, Prank, & Co. (Met.) Boston, t. 

ty = Aileen (Greenwich Village Casino) 

Coralli, Claudia (Barney Galtent’s) NYC, ne. 

Cortello’s Canine Mimics (Taft) Cincinnati 
Dec. 31-Jan. 6, a. 

Costellos, The (Colosimo’s) Chi, ne. 

Covarra, Nico (Edison) NYC, h. 

“ - Tom & Verne (Dwan) Benton Harbor, 


listed. 


a—auditorium; b—ballroom; 
club; h—hotel; mh—music hall; 


\~LiL ih hh ddd ddbbdddddddbdddddddbddddddddddddddddddddddddd, 
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Crane Sisters (Chez Paree) Chi, nec. 

Crane, Gladys (Yacht Club) Chi, ne. 
Cross & Dunn (Versailles) NYC, re. 
Cummings, Don (Mainstreet) Kansas City, 


Mo., t. 
Cyclones (Plymouth) Worcester, Mass., t. 


D’Avalos, Rodolfo (El Chico) NYC, nec. 
oe the Horse (Plymouth) Worcester, 


ass., t. 
Dalton, Jack (Miami) Dayton, O., h. 
Daniels, Jean (Plantation) NYC, ne. 
Daniels, Marion (Michigan) Detroit, t. 
Daniels, a (Embassy) Jacksonville Beach, 


Fla. 
varias, 3 Jean (Triangle Gardens) Peoria, Il, 
ne. 


Dario & Diane (Versailles) NYC, nc. 
Darrow, Stuart (Democrat Club) Croton, N. ¥. 
Darryl & Gilbert (Catterbox) Jamestown, Pa., 


ne. 

Datsko, Yasha (Russian Art) NYC, re. 

Davis, Eddie (Leon & Eddie’s) NYC, ne. 

Davidson, Florence (Embassy) Jacksonville 
Beach, Fia., nec. 

De Bain, Lee (Sebastian’s Cotton Club) Cul- 
ver City, Calif., ne. 

DeCardos, Six (RKO Boston) Boston, t. 

De La Grange, Chrysis (International Ca- 
sino) NYC, ne. 

Deane, Laura (Village Barn) NYC, ne. 

Deauville Boys (Park Central) NYC, ne. 

DeCosta, Vincent (Place Elegante) NYC, ne. 

DeMar & Ivana (Merry-Go-Round) NYC, ne, 

De Marlo, Harry, & Marlette (Terrace Gar- 
dens) Rochester, N. Y. 

Dees, Mary, & Monte Blue (Stanley) Pitts- 
burgh, t. 

Del Rio, Anita (Trocadero) NYC, ne, 

Del Rios (Piccadilly) Baltimore, ne. 

Dell, Helen (Paradise) NYC, ne. 

Denault, Helen (Cafe Madrid) Buffalo, ne. 

Diaz, Rafaelo (Le Mirage) NYC, nc. 

ick, Don & Dinah (Strand) Brooklyn, t. 
Orsay, Fifi (Plymouth) Worcester, Mass., t. 


Wh llllllldllllllalallddiddddddidddiddddddddiddddddddddddudidtddldldatdaddddilddddllldddaddddlddllllldddlle, 


Route Department 


Following each listing in the ACTS-UNITS-ATTRACTIONS section 
of the Route Department appears a symbol. 
corresponding to the symbol when addressing organizations or individuals 


EXPLANATION OF SYMBOLS 


nc—night club; p—amusement park; 
house; re—restaurant; s—showboat; t—theater. 


NYC—New York City; Phila—Philadelphia; Chi—Chicago. 


“LLllllllllllllllldddllllddldladddddddddddliddddatlilldddddladdddidlitltddldadddddddddddddddddddddded 


Fill in the designation 


e—cafe; cbh—cabaret; cc—country 
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Fern, Pearl, & Co.: Wauseon, O., 

Fern, Vera (Mt. poe Montreal, tea. h. 

Pields, Benny (Pal.) Chi, t. 

Fitzpatrick, Jimmy (Statler) pee. h. 

Plorenza (Savarin) Buffalo, N. Y., 

Flores, Marissa (Waldorf-Astoria) NYC, h. 

Flowerton, Consuelo (La Marquise) NYC, nc. 
Flying Whirlos (Village Barn) hk ne. 

Pogarty, Alexander (Weylin) NYC, 

= Mertens (Edgewater eas Hotel) 


Foran, Tommy (Levaggi’s) Boston, nc. 

Forbes, Marla (La Marquise) NYC, re. 

Fornshell, Joe (El Toreador) NYG, ne. 

Foster, Gae, Girls (Roxy) NYC, t. 

Foster, Gae, Girls, Sixteen (Earle) Washing- 
ton, D. C., 

Four Little Women (Drake) Chi, h. 

Fox, Dorothy (Radio City Rainbow Room) 
NYC, ne. 

Poy, Boy (Stanley) ~~ + gh t. 

Pranklin, Cas (Stevens) 

Franklyn, Betty (Silver Bowl) Sacramento, 


ne. 

Praser, John (Essex House) NYC, h. 

Prazee Sisters (French Casino) NYC, 

Frederickson, Poppy & Les (Peach "Bow!) 
Marysville, Calif., h. 

Prohman, Bert (Earle) Washington, D. C., t. 

Puld, Leo (Roumanian Village) NYC, nc. 

Fulton, oo & His Radio Gang (Rudy’s) 


NYC, 
Purman ry Lorraine (Little Old N. ¥.) NYO, 
ne. 


G 

Gaby (Le Mirage) NYC, ne. 

Gale, Diana br. eg tA NYC, 

Gall, Wanda (The Place NYO, 1 

Gallagher, Ruth (wareeas Gardens) Roches- 

ter, MW. ¥., ne. 

Gallus, John (Pere Marquette) Peoria, Ill., h. 
Gannon, Larry (Hippodrome Grill) Cleve- 


land, c. 
Garcia, Lucio (Bismarck) Chi, h. 


Night Club and Vaude Routes must be received at the Cincinnati 
offices not later than Friday to insure publication. 


Dolores (Gleam) San Antonio, n 
=" & Rossini (Roumanian Village) NYC 


a “& Beverly (Hollywood Beach) edi 


a., h. 

Conat Bros. & Dot & Donna (Hi-Hat) Hous- 
ton, ne. 

Donna, Jean & Kay (Monte Carlo Club) 
Stockton, Calif. 

eee Bill (Station WRBL) Columbus, 


Douglas, Milton (Palmer House) Chi,” h. 
Douglas, Jack “Screwy” (College Inn) Chi, 


ne. 
Dowlings, The (Governor Clinton) 
Downey Sisters (Sebastian’s Cotton wYChub? 
Culver City, Calif., ne. 
Downey, Geo. (Tower) Kansas City, M 
Downey, Morton (Beverly Hills) Southgate, 


Ky., cc. 
Downey, George (Mayfair Casino) Cleveland, 
ne. 


Dover, Gene (Edison) NYC, 

Drake, Blue (Hickory House) Sexe, ne, 

Draper, Paul (Plaza) NYC, h. 

Drew, Charlie (Lombardy Bar) NYC, 

Drew, Doryce & Freddy (Mario’s ‘Mirador) 
NYC, ne. 

Drummond, Marie (Venice Grill) Phila, re 

~~ The (Rancho San Pablo) Oakland, 
ali 

Dumm & Wise (Palm Beach Cafe) Detroit. 

Dumont, Valerie (Greenwich Village Casino) 


NYC, ne. 

Dunn, Billy, & Baked Apple Revue (Ritz) 
Long Beach, Calif., h. 

Dwyer, Gertrude (Barrel of Pun) NYC, nc. 

Dyer, Hubert, & Kestler (Rivoli) Portland, 
Ore., 26-Jan. 1, t. 


Earl & Francis (Sebastian’s Cotton €lub) 
Culver City, Calif., ne. 

Edwards, Irving (Lido) Montreal, ne. 

El Cleve (Capitol) her sagt BRB Ga, t 
Ellimen, Iois (St. Regis) NYC, 

Eltons, Three (Nixon) Pittsburgh, re, 

Enrico, Don (Colosimo’s) Chi, 

Enston, Duke (Cafe of All Nations) NYC, c. 

Erickson, Dorothy (Brevoort) Chi, h. 
Escorts, — (Lounge Bar) Binghamton, 


N. Y., 
Esquires, Three (Commodore) NYC 
Estelle & LeRoy (Casino Munielpaiy San 
Remo, Italy, ne. 


Farrar, Jane (Locust) Phila, ne. 
Farrell, Bill (Place Elegante) NYO, 
Parris, Dolores (Greenwich Village "Gasino) 


Cc, ne. 

Paye, Gladys (Jimmy Kelly’s) NYC, ne. 
Peilder, Ralph (Nut Club) NYC, nec. 
Feidkemp, Elmer (Ritz-Carlton) NYC, h. 
Felix. Claire & Tonita (Ivan Prank’s) NYC, eo. 
Penwick & Cook (Chicago) Chi, t. 
Ferguson, Bobby (Dude Ranch) Berwyn, Md., 

ne. 


Garcia * LaMarre (Cal-Ore) Klamath Falls, 


Ore. 

Gerense,. “eae & Marvin Kane (Carlton) 
London, h. 

Garr, Eddie (Paramount) NYC, t. 

Gaston & Gypsy Irma (Monte Carlo) NYC, 


c. 

Gastons, The (Casa Del Tonio) Tulsa, Okla., 
ne. 

a ~ pen Bros. (International Casino) NYC, 


oor, Nadine (Earle) Washington, D. C., t. 
Gayle, Jackie (Rudy’s) NYC, ne. 

Gaylord & Kent (Le Mirage) NYC, nc. 
Ghezzis (Paramount) NYC, t. 

Gilbert, Esther (Gay ‘90s) NYC, ne. 

Gilbert, Gloria (Riverside) Milwaukee, t. 
Gilbert, Ralph (Chatterbox) Johnstown, Pa., 


ne. 
Gilberts (Yacht) NYC. nec. 
Gillette & Richards (College Inn) Chi, ne. 
Gilmore, Gita (Chatterbox) Johnstown, Pa., 


ne. 
bar oe DeQuincey & Lewis (Congress Casino) 
Girard, Adele (Hickory House) NYC, ne 

Glover & LaMae (Radio City Rainbow 7 hoon) 


NYC, ne. 
Goldfarb, Phil (Village Barn) NYC, ne. 
Gonzales, August (McAlpin) NYC, h. 
Goodrich & ae (Embassy) Jacksonville 
Beach, Fia., 
oseen Sonia. “Cinteractions Casino) NYO, 


me & Barrows (State-Lake) Chi, t. 

Grace & Nikko (Chez Paree) Chi, ne. 
Green, Bernie (Planet Mars) Chi, nc. 

Green, Al (Pioneer Nut) NYC, ne. 

Gregoire, Emelie menage ged — ne. 
Gregory, Don (Rudy’s) NYC 

—s. Jack, & Co. (Cafe Madrid) Buffalo, 


orifitn & Wells (El Coranado) Houston, 
ex., ne. 

Grisha & Brona (Colosimo’s) Chi, nc. 

Guy, Barrington (Plantation) NYC, ne. 


H 


Haal, Vera (Embassy) Phila, 
is —- & Co. (Capitol) “Washington, 


(Oriental) Chi, t. 
Simpson (Leon & Eddie’s) 


Hall, Kiki ‘(La Paloma) Miami, 
Hall, a: Phelps (Radio City Rainbow Grill) 


NY 

Hamill, Thos. J. (N. S. Democratic Club) 
Pittsburgh, ne. 

Hammond, Ear! F., Eskimo Troupe (Ice Follies 
of 1937) Atlantic City. 

Hannon, Joe, & Gloria, Merrill s Sally (Club 
Petite) See. i. Be 

Hannon, Bob (College Inn) oni. ne. 

Harris, Audrey (Broadway Hofbrau) NYC, ne. 

Harris, Mary (Little Old New York) NYC, ne. 


Hadreas, Jimm 
Haines, — 


—— Hazel & Whitey (Palace) Lancaster, 
O., 29-30; (Ohio) Lima Dec. 3l-Jan, 1; 
(Rialto) Cincinnati 2, t. 

Harrison, Spike (Gay ‘'90s) NYC, 

Harrison Sisters (Commodore Perry) Toledo, 


O., h. 
Hartman, Paul & Grace (Waldorf-Astoria) 
NYC, h. 


Havana Trio ‘La Conga) NYC, 

Havilland, Dick (Greater silhouette Inn) Eau 
Claire, Wis., ro. 

Havilland, Dick (Majestic) Kankakee, Iil., ne. 

—— nz te & Howe (Plymouth) Worcester, 

ass., t. 

Hayworth, SeaBee, Players (New Piedmont) 
Spruce Pine, N. C., 30; (Carolina) Ashboro 
3-Jan. 1; (Liberty) N. Wilkesboro Jan. 3, t. 

Henderson, Jack (Radio Gardens) Cincinnati, 


ne. 
Henry, Noel (Riverside Plaza) NYC, h. 
Hickman, Stanley (Chicago) Chi, t. 
Hill, Betty (Cafe Madrid) Buffalo, ne. 
Hilliard, Jack (Royale Frolics) Chi, ne. 
Hinton, Hotcha (Oasis) Seattle, ne. 
Hirsch, Jack (Rudy's) NYC, ne. 
Holland & Hart (Ritz-Carlton) NYC, h. 
Hooker, Dynamite (Cotton Club) NYC, ne. 
—s Fine & Howard (RKO Boston) Bos- 
in, 
Howard, Joe (Little Old New York) NYC, ne, 
Hoysradt, John (Chez Firehouse) NYC, ne. 
Huff, Tiny (Barrel of Pun) NYC, wg 
Hughes, Lysbeth (Biltmore) NYC 
Hutton, Ina Ray, & Orch. (Mainstreet) Kan- 
sas City, Mo., t. 
Hyde, Herman (RKO Boston) Boston, t. 


! 
Ice Ballet (Boston) Boston. 
Ice Follies (Webster-Hall) Pittsburgh 29- 


Jan, 4, 
Idler’s Trio (Roosevelt) Pittsburgh, Pa., h. 
Internationals, The (Madison) NYC, h. 

is, Esperanza (Havana-Madrid) NYC, ne. 
=e, Jack (Harry’s New York Cabaret) Chi, 


J 
snoqpatins, Mignac (International Casino) 


Cc, ne. 
James, Freddie (Cotton) NYC, ne. 
Janet of France (Janet of France) NYO, re. 
Jans & Lynton (Chez Maurice) Montreal, ne. 
Johnny & George (Yacht Club) NYO, ne. 
Johnson, Elinor (606 Club) Chi, nc. 
Johnston, Mae (Cotton) NYC, nc. 
Jones, Russ (New Yorker) NYO, h. 
Joy, Charles & Catherine (Leon & Eddie’s) 


Cc, ne. 
Julian Trio (Killey’s Grill) Elizabeth, N. J., 
ne. 


K 
Kane, Allen. & Boys (Monte Carlo Bar 
Hotel) Chi, ‘h. 


Karney, Jim (Mario’s Mirador) NYC, ne. 


- Karre LeBaron Dancers (Royale Frolics Cafe) 


Chicago. 
Karson Musicales (Onesto) Canton, O., h. 
Kaye, Grace (Bertolotti’s) NYC, re. 
Kaye, Johnny, & Playboys (Market Tavern) 
St. Louis. 
Keasons, Three (Chez Ami) Buffalo, ne. 
Kelton & Durant (Omars Dome) Los Angeles, 
ne. 
Kenney, (Cortez) El Paso, T h. 
Kenny, Phyllis (Park Central) NYC, 
Kent, Myra (Le Mirage NYC, ne. 
Keoghan, Jimmy (Leon & Eddie’s) NYC, ne. 
Kerr, Jack (Ambassador) NYC, h. 
Khadaric, Nicolas (Russian Art) NYO, re. 
= Ruth (Greenwich Village Casino) NY¥O, 


Killuff Shirley (Paradise) NYC, ne. 
King, Lou (Rudy's) NYC, ne. 
King, Charles (Gay '90s) NYC. nc. 
Kinney, Ray (Lexington) NYC, h. 
Kirby & Duval (Oriental) Chi, = 
Kirk, Jean (Kenmore) Albany, N. ¥., bh. 
Kopell, Teddy (Rudy’s) NYC, ne. 
Kollegiate Kids, 14 (Village Barn) NYC, ne. 
Kozak (Pair) Hattiesburg, Miss. 

t 


L’Ana (Edison) NYC, ne. 

LaDelle, Babe (Pub) Portland, Ore., ne. 
LaMarr, Henry (Gay ‘’90s) NYC, ne. 
LaMarr, Barbara (Zimmerman’s Budapest) 


NYC, re. 

LaMothe, Olive (Red Rooster Club) West 
Hartford, Conn., ne. 

La Vier, Jack (Palace) Leicester, Eng., t. 

Ladell, Vincent (Bossert} Brooklyn, N. Y., h. 

Laird, Ruthe, & Texas Rockets (Rancho San 
Pablo) El Cerrito, Calif. 

Lamats. Henry (Gay 90s) NYC, re. 

Lamberti (Pal.) Chi, t. 

Lane, Judy (Mirador) NYC, ne, 

Lawler, Terry (Chez Paree) Chi, ne, 

Lawton, Reed (Le Mirage) NYC, ne. 

Lawlor, Terry (Paradise) NYC, nc 

Lee, Bob (Wivel) NYC, re. 

Lee, Cela (La Marquise) NYC, ne. 

Lee, Linda (Ambassador) NYC, h. 

Lee, Gypsy (Wine Cellar) NYC, re. 

Lee, Joe & Betty (Hollywood) Miami Beach, 


on. 

Lee & Roule (Saks) Detroit yn 4 % 
Lee, Virginia, & Lathrop Bros. ) Chi, t 
Lee, Gwen (Chez Paree) Chi, ae 
Leeds, Lois (Village Grove Nut) 
Lefevre & Morgan (Columbia) Colunble a Mo., 

t; (Royal Palm Club) Detroit 5-6, nc. 
Leonard, Jack (Commodore) NYC, h. 
Leonardos, Three (Chez Maurice) Dallas, ne. 
Leonée (International Casino) NYC, ne. 
Lesiie, Lee (Jimmy Kelly's) NYC, nec. 
Lester, Ann (Royale Frolics) Chi, ne. 
Levins, Carlos (Wonder Bar) New Orleans, 


ne. 
Levollo, Pat & Willa (Lookout House) Cove 
ington, Ky., ne. 
Lewis, Buddy (Kit Kat) Boston, re. 
Lewis, Ted, & Orch. (Pal.) Cleveland, t. 
Libuse, Prank (Palace) Cleveland. 
a «ny 8 Tod, & Revue (Stanley) Pittsburgh 


Lita. Carmen (El Gaucho) NYC, Ban 
Litomy, Leslie (American Music Hall) NYO, 


Little Sachs, Three (Bertolotti’s) NYC, re. 
Lola & Rocha (606 Club) Chi, ne. 

Lonas, John (Chatterbox) Johnstown, Pa., nc. 
Long, Avon (Plantation) NYC, ne. 

Long, Walter (Paradise) NYC, ne. 

Long Jr., Nick (Earle) Washin Dd. oC. & 
Lorraine, Lillian (Bertolotti’s) , re 
Loyal’s Dogs (Met.) Boston, t. 

Loyanne & Renard (Blackhawk) Chi, ne 
Lubine, Ada pn peomentan) NYC, re. 

Lucas, Nick (Roxy) NYC, 

Lucientes, Pepita (El onicoy NYC, no. 


~~ 
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Ludova, Nadia (Russian Kretchma) NYC, re. 

Lyman, Tommy (Oaks) NYC, nec. 

Lynn, Carl (Down Towners) Columbus, O., 
n 


Cc. 
Lynn, Don & Betty ae Chi, ne. 


McClelland, Reed (Weylin) —s h. 

McCord, Nancy (Met.) Boston, 

McCormack, Frank lone Village Ca- 
sino) NYC, ne. 

McCoy, Bob (Biltmore) NYC, h. 

McCoy, Celia (Pere Marquette) Peoria, zm, h. 

McCully, Jean & Gine (Adelphia) Phila, 

McKenna, Boots, Girls (Park Central) "N¥C, 


ne. 
McKenna, Boots, Girls (College Inn) Chi, ne. 
McKenzie, Red (Nick’s Rendezvous) NYC, c. 
McMahon, Larry (Village Barn) NYC, nc. 
MacNaughton, Virginia (Le Mirage) NYC, nc. 
Mack, Lyle (Chatterbox) Jamestown, Pa., nc. 
Mack, Ed (Martin’s Tavern) Lima, O., Dec. 
13-Mar. 13, ne. 
Madison, Rudy (Gay ’90s) NYC, ne. 
Mafara, Phil (Rudy’s) agen ne. 
Marchito (Yumuri) NYC, 
Mandel, Wm. & Joe (Riverside) Milwaukee, t. 
Manginis (Moulin Rouge) Paris, nc. 
Marcelle, Andrea, & Co. Met.) Boston, t. 
Marning, Otis (Biltmore) rong O., h. 
Manolita (Russian Art) NYC, 
Mansonfield, Cyril (Village ware) NYC, nec. 
Manzanares, Jose —— NYC, ne. 


Mara (Perroquet) NYC, 
- (Silver Bowl) Sacra- 


Marcos, Sensational 
mento, Calif., nc. 

Marcy Bros. & Beatrice (Oriental) Chi, t. 

Maree, Lois (State-Lake) Chi, t. 

Maree, Madame, & Pals (Beacon) Vancouver, 
B. C., 24-30, t. 

Mario & Floria (Statler) Detroit, h. 

Mark & Mirth (Paradise) NYC, nc. 

Marfield, Maxine (Bismarck) Chi, h. 

Marinos, Los (Trocadero) NYC, ne. 

Marion, Alice (Essex House) NYC, h. 

Marlo, Mary (Plymouth) Worcester. Mass., 

Marquises, Three (La Marquise) NYC, nec. 

Marr, Patsy (Pere Marquette) Peoria, Ul.» h. 

Martin, Oscar (Rudy’s) NYC, ne. 

Martinez, Juan (Havana-Madrid) NYC, ne. 

——,. = Marlys (Normandie Inn) Warren, 


suntcn, — (Chateau Richelieu) NYC, ne. 
ey & Miller (American Music Hall) NYO, 


Sineeey, 1g & Westerners (Stanley) 
Pittsburgh, 

May, Bobby neieions Casino) NYC, ne. 

Mayfair, Mitzi (Savoy-Plaza) NYC, h. 

Mayo, Buddy (Triangle Gardens) Peoria, Ill., 


Baal Florence, & Co. (Beverly Hills) South- 
gate. Ky., cc. 

Meadowbrook Boys (Hollenden) Cleveland, h. 

Melan, Lou (Madison) NYC, h. 

Mendez & RaNous (Mojeska) Augus Ga., 
Dec. 30-Jan. 1; (Howell) Palatka, ee 
(Empire) Daytona Beach 3; (Ritz) San- 
ford 4, t. 

Menen, George (McAlpin) NYC, ~. 

Mercedes, Eileen (Mirador) NYC, 

at og Roberts (Mainstreet) icanses City, 


° 

Michon Bros. (Met.) Boston. t. 

Michon Br »s. (Earle) Washington, D. C., t. - 

Michon, Michel (Russian Kretchma) NYC, re, 

Miller, Marty (Demccratic) Pittsburgh, ne. 

Millken, Bob (Little Old New York) NYC, c. 

Minute Men, Three (Lexington) NYC, h. 

Mischa (Russian Kretchma) NYC, re. 

Modie & Lemaux (Olomos Club) San Antonio 
i7-31, ne. 

Moffett, Adelaide (Ambassador) NYO, ft 

Montes, Nena (Dimitri’s Gaucho) N¥C,'ne. 

Montoya, Pola (Trocadero) NYC, 

Moonan, Bob as Silhouette I Inn) Eau 
Claire, Wis., nec. 

er Peggy (Harry’s New York Cabaret) 


Morales Bros. & ttle Daisy (Michigan) 


Saginaw, Mich., 
Morgan, Russ, & Orch. (Paramount) N t. 
Morgan, — Dancers (French Sucies 


NYC, 
Moriche, e (Trocadero) NYC, nec. 
Moriche & Teresita (Trocadero) NYC, ne. 
Morison, Alec (St. Regis) NYC, h. 
Morris, Kay (Casa Valencia) NYC, nc, 
Morrisey, Tex (Palmer House) Chi, h. 
Morton, Alvira (Club Minuet) Chi, ne. 
Mura, Corinna (Versailles) NYC, re. 
Muriel, Mimi (Crisis) NYC, ne 
Murphy, Jimmy (Travelers) Chico, Calif., 
Musical Maniacs, (Greenwich = Me 
Casino) NYC, n 
as — (Radio City Rainbow Room) 


Cc, ni 
we = ‘Timte (Royal Gerdens) Melrose 


ne. 
us tSatbeas Inn) Chi, ne. 

MyHe & a (M Moulin Rou ) Paris, ne. 

— 4 Pacaud (international casinos nyc, 


N 
wae (Netherland Plaza) Cincin- 


egrete George (Yumuri) NYC, nc. 

er, Robert (Hollenden) Cleveland, h. 
all Nelle (Open Door) 

Nelson’s Boxing Cats queen = " Eddie's) nyc, 


Re. 
Newman, Doug (Statler) Boston, h. 
Nichols, Howard (Drake) Chi, h. 
Nielson, Eleanore (Crisis) NYC, ne. 
Nestle, Mildred (Rudy’s) NYC, nec. 
Neville & Day (Stork Club) Providence, nc. 
Nissen, George (Southern Dinner Club) Hous- 
ton, Tex., ne. 
Nissen, George (Chez Maurice) Dallas, ne. 
Nixon & Andre (Chez Ami) Buffalo, nc. 
—. The (Turkey Inn) Sstamford, 
onn., ¢. 
Noland, Nancy (White) NYC, h. 
Nonchalants, Three (Palmer House) Chi, h. 
Norre, Lee (Triangle Gardens) Peoria, Ill, nc. 
Nucomer, Johnny (Yacht) NYC, nc. 
Nuri Sisters (El Chico) NYC, ne. 


O’Toole, Edythe & Patsie (Eden Gardens) 
Worcester, Mass., ne. 

Omar (St. George) Brooklyn, h. 

Ora-Minerva & Co. (Plymouth) Boston, t. 

Ortega, Rosita (Yumuri) NYC, nc. 

Ortnes, Joe (Trocadero) London, nc. 

Osman, Sally (Colosimo’s) Chi, ne. 

— & Parco (Embassy) Jacksonville Beach, 

a., nc. 


Padula, Margaret a °90s) NYC, nc. 


Page, Lyle, & Broadway Playboys (Triangle 
Gardens) Peoria, Ill., ne. 
Paige, Hot Lips (Small’s Paradise) Harlem, 


NYC, c. 
Palmer Sisters (Sak’s) Detroit, nec. 
Palmer & Doreen (Palumbos) Phila, nc, 
Palomo (Ambassador) NYC, h. 
Paree, Pat (Golden Empire) Marysville, Calif., 
nc. 


Parker, Lou (Anchor Club) Sandusky, O., nc. 
Parker, LaRue (Brown Palace) Denver, h. 
Parker, Bob (Dutch Village) Toledo, O., nc. 
'. Al (Plamingo Park) Miami Beach, 
a., Pp. 

Parkerson, Lew (Savoy-Plaza) NYC 

Parraga, Senorita Graziella (La Rue) Re, re. 
Pascal, Perry & Lillian (Riverside) Milwau- 


kee, t. 
Pat & Don (Hippodrome) Baltimore, t. 
Patricola, Tom (French Casino) NYC, nec. 
Paul, William (Yacht Club) Chi, t. 
Pepper, Matt (Open Door) Chi, nc. 
Peppers, Three (Hickory House) NYC, nec, 
Peppy & Peanuts (606 Club) Chi, nec. 
Perkins, Johnny (Stanley) Pittsburgh, t. 
Perry, Diamond Lil (Black Cat) NYO, nc. 
Petersen, Sally (Cabballero) Seattle, nc. 
Pils & Tabet (Mayfair) London, ne. 
Polomo (Ambassador) NYC, h. 
Ponard, Hubert (Station WOAI) San Antonio. 
Powell, Albert, & Co. (Tivoli) Melbourne, 
Australia, Dec. 20-Mar. 15, t. 
Powell, Ethel (Somerset) NYC, h, 
Powell, Jack (Met.) Boston, t. 
Powell, —— i. --4 satlwaukee, ce. 
Power’s Elephan 
Preisser, Cherry & June (Stanley) Pitts- 


burgh, t. 
Proske’s Tigers ames Casino) NYC, ne, 


Raeburn, Burt ( en Mary) NYC, ne. 
Ralston, Esther (Yacht Club) Chi, nc. 
Ramon & Lucinda (Trocadero) NYC, nec. 
Ramon 3 LeMoyne (Normandie Inn) Warren, 


Pa., 
PA. ~ Be yp (Waldorf-Astoria) NYC, 
Rasch, Albertina, Girls Guichigan) Detroit, t. 
Ray, Rhetta (Royale Frolics) Chi, ne. 
Raye, Prince & Clark (Walton) Phila, h. 
Raye, Vivian (Mirador) "NYC, yo 
Raye, Iris (Monte Carlo) NYC, 
mage & Naldi (Cocoanut Grove) ies Angeles, 


Raye, oo & Vicky (Stork Club) Provi- 

ence, 

seuene ‘Charles & Celeste (Philadelphian) 
Phila, ne. 


Reed, Doris (21) Phila, 

Regas, Belle (Oetjens) Brooklyn, re. 

Reid, Ruth (Paradise) NYC, ne. 

Reis Bros. (Royale Frolics) Chi, nec. 

Rome & Palace (State-Lake) Chi, t. 

Renejo & Carlota (El Chico) ne nec, 

Renee (Jimmy Kelly's) NYC, 

Reynolds, Helen, & Co. (Pal) Chi, t. 

Rhoddy Twins (Ranch) Seattle, 

Rhodes, Dorothy (Kit Kat) NYC, 1 nec. 

Rich, Pat (New Yorker) NYC, h. 

ae, Earl (Harry’s New York Cabaret 
i, ne. 

Richman, Harry (Chez Paree) —. ne. 

Rios, Rosita (Rainbow Room) Rockefeller 


Center, NYC. 
Roark, Baith (Hollywood) NYC, 
Roberts, Betty & Freddy (St. Moritz) NYC, h. 
Roberts, Jack & — (Rendezvous Villa) 
Youngstown, O., 
Roberts & Farley (New Yorker) NYC, h. 
Roberta Circus (Playhouse) Winnipeg, Can., t. 
Robinson, Bill (Cotton Club) NYC, ne. 
Rockwell, Doctor (French Casino) NYC, ne. 
Rodrigo, Rosita (Yumuri) NYC, 
mes age Pedro (El Rancho Club) New Or- 
leans, nec. 
Rogers, Teddy (Yumuri) NYC, ne. 
Rollini, Adrian, Trio (Essex House) NYC, h. 
Rolph, Wynne (St. George) pone h. 
Roltner, Bob (Adelphia) Phila, h. 
Rodney & Gould (Riverside) Milwaukee, t. 
Rooney, Pat (Kabala) NYC, re. 
Rose, Jack (Place Elegante) NYC, nc. - 
Ross, Geraldine (Northwood Inn) Detroit, nc. 
Ross, Murray (Fox River) Batavia. 
Ross, — Deon 4 (Rainbow Grill) Redlo City, 


Rossi, ‘Pat (Ambassador) NYC, h. 

Roth & Shay (Oskar) Stockholm, Sweden, 
Dec. 30; (crystall Palast) Leipzig, Germany, 
Jan. 1-Feb. 1, 

Rowland, Mary (Paradise) Nyc, 

Roy, Lee & Dunn (State-Lake) ‘chi, t. 

Royal Revels (Princess) Nashville 24-30; 
({Matoon) Mattoon 31-Jan. i, t. 

Royce, Rosita (Chicago) Chi, t. 

Rulson, Tamara s Baro (Greyhound Club) 
Louisville Dec. 

Russell, Mabel ‘sad st.) NY 

Russett, Sunny (Nick's ation NYC, c. 

Russian Gypsy Trio (Gay Village) NYC, oc, 

Rust, Shirley (Met.) Boston, t. 

Rust, Shirley (Village Barn) NYC, ne. 

Ryan, Jerry (Gay ’90s) NYC, ne. 


s 
Sahji (Plantation) NYC, 
St. Clair, Irene (Mayfair) "Rotten h. 
Salazar, Hilda (La Conga) NYC, ne. 
Saldin, Elmer (Marathon) Chi, nc. 
Salisbury, Jerry (Cafe of All Nations) NYC, 
c. 


Salters, Dorothy (Kit Kat) NYC, 

Samuels Bros. & Fleming (Plymouth) Worces- 
ter, Mass., t. 

= Pansy, & Co. (Stanley) Pitts- 
urgh. 

Santry, Frank (Royal York) Toronto, on h. 

Sargent, Kenny (New Yorker) NYC, 

Satz, Ludwig (Roumanian Village) AY, re. 

Sava, Mar.sia (Russian Kretchma) NYC, re. 

Savar & Neil (Bagdad) Miami Beach, Fia., 
ne. 

Saxon, Bea (Yacht) NYC, nc. 

Schaps, Sid (Paddock) Chi, nc 

Schelly, Marjorie (Sebastian's Cotton Club) 
Culver City, Calif., 

Schichtl’s Marioneties _(Harmanus Bleecker 
Hall) ee. N. Y., t 

Schmertz, elle (Mayfair Casino) Cleve- 
land, Phys 

Selys, Leo (Montparnasse) NYC, 

Serenaders, The (Miami) te iy ‘O., h. 

Shandor (Buckingham) NYC, 

Sherwood the Mystic (Joy Gardens) New 
Castle, Pa., Dec. 31-Jan. 6, ne 

Sharp, Betty (Bancroft) Springfield, O., h. 

Shatlen, Anna (Roumanian Village) NYC, re. 

Shaver, eas & Co. (Tower) Kansas City, 


Mo. 
chaw, to (Prench Casino) NYC, nc. 


Shaw, Wini (French Casino) NYC, nc. 
Shea, Norma (Wivel) NYC, re. 

Shea & Raymond (College In Inn) Chi, nc, 
Shep, Bebe (Rudy’s) NY 

Sherman & McVay (Plymouth) Boston, t. 
Shore, Willie (Hi-Hat) Chi, ne. 

Shutta, Ethel (Belmont Plaza) NYC, h. 


Sigler, Billy (Wonder Club) New Oricans, 1 am 


Silverman, Jack (Old Roumanian) NYC, 
Silvertones, The (Earle) Washington, D. c. 


Gieapeen, Carl (Arcadia International) Phila, 
sims, Lee, & Ilomay Bailey (RKO Boston) 


Boston, t. 

Small, Bill (Rudy’s) NYC, ne. 
Smith, Joe (El Toreador) em? ne. 
Smith, Earle (Brevoort) Chi, 

Smith, Cyril (Paradise) NYG, xe. 
Smith, Rudy (Black Cat) NYC, nc. 
Spivey, Billy (Hollywood) NYC, re. 
Stacey, Jack (Casino) Lancaster, 


Pa., 
— & Rose (International Casino) PNYC, 


Stanley, Flo (Sarhall) Brooklyn, re. 


Steel, John (Capitol) Washington, D. C., t. 


Stone, Al (Old Roumanian) NYC, re. 
Storrs, Allan (Commodore) NYC, h. 
Stump & Sot (Plantation) NYC, ne. 
Stuart, Gene (Kit Kat) Boston, es 
Sullivan, Lee (Paradise) NYC 

Swann, Russell (Dorchester) tendon, h. 
Sykes, Harry (Lobby Cafe) Juarez, Mex. 


Symington, Eve — NYC, h. 


Taft, Ted & Mary (Bismarck) Chi, h. 
Tapia, Cesar (Havana-Madrid) NYC, ne. 
Tatum, Art (Famous Door) NYC, ne. 
Taubman, Paul (Ambassador) NYC, h. 
Taylor, Key (Hollywood) NYC, re. 


Taylor, Charles A., Bronze Manikins (Colum- 
Dec. 31-Jan. 1; (Palace) 


Temgieten. Alec (Radio City Rainbow Room) 
Texas ‘eeeeny (Dorchester) London, Eng., h. 


bia) Alliance, O., 
Dayton 3-4, t. 


Theodora (Jermyn) Scranton, Pa. 


Theodore & Denesha (Park Central) NYC, h. 


Therrien, money (Embassy) Jackson 
Beach, Fia., 

Thomas, Eddie (Palumbo’s) Phila, ne. 

— of Clubs (Hollywood) NYC, re. 
Tilton, Martha (Pennsylvania) NYC, h. 

Tinney, Dot (Black Cat) NYC, ne. 


THE TITANS 


(J. J. Ryan—A. J. Beck—F. L. Barker) 
“RHYTHM IN SLOW MOTION” 


Direction MILES INGALLS, 
International Theatrical Corp., New Vork. 


Tip, Tap & Toe (Earle) Phila, t. 


Week December 24th, 
So EARLE, Philadelphia, 
AN y Dir: LEDDY & SMITH, N. Y. 


Tisdale Trio (Le Mirage) NYC, ne. 
Tomack, Sid (Royale Frolics) Chi, ne. 
Toreador, Ed, Trio (El Tcreador) — nec. 
Trado Twins (Michigan) ee ot 

Tramp Band (Cotton Club) NYC, 


as > ye Sy Don (Berghoff Gardens) Ft. Wayne, 

Travis, — (Club Piccadilly) Baltimore, 
ne. 

Townley, Evelyn (Corktown Tavern) De- 


troit, ne. 
Toy, Ming (Fifth Avenue) NYC, 
 — Vera (International 


Tornee, Elma ete ac. ne. 
— Smiling Tex (Tower Inn 


Vv 
Vaccaro (El Gaucho) NYC, 


Valdes, Alfredo (Havana-Madrid) NYC, ne. 
Valdez, Vern (Club Blackstone) Cleveland, ne. 


Casino) NYC, 


) Lyons, Mil, 


Vale & Stewart (Gaity Cabaret) Brussels, c. 
Vallee, Rudy, & Orch. (State) NYO, t. 
Vallee, Rudy (Paradise) NYC, re. 

Veloz & Yolanda (Statler) Detroit, h. 

Van Cello & Mary (Mainstreet) Kansas City, 


Mo., 
Varone, Joe, & — Sparklettes (Wonder 
Bar) Cincinnati, n 
Venezia, Chiquita (Greenwich Village Casino) 
NYC, ne. 
Vermonte, Claire (St. Moritz) NYC, h. 
Vernon & Vanoff (Jefferson) St. Louis, h. 
Vernon, James & elyn (Ambassador) 


Vespers, Four (Michigan) Detroit, t, 
Vespers, Four (Ad2iphia) Phila, h. 

Vestoff, Floria (Yacht) NYC, nec. 

Villarino, Jeronimo (Havana-Madrid) Nyc, 


ne. 
Vince & Anita (Chateau Frontenac) Quebec 
City, Can., h. 
vive’ Carlos (Yumuri) NYC, nec. 
votes’ & Jubileers (Cotton Club) wy ne. 
Voella, Sinda (Russian Art) NYC, 
w 


Wade & Wade i’s) Boston, no. 
ba ae Johnnie (Cor Tavern) Detroit, 


wani, Dorothy (Harry’s New York Cabaret) 
ne. 


. Walter Dare (French Casino) NYC, ne, 

+ (Sporting d’Ete) Monte 
Carlo, France 

Waldron, Jack "(Holl ood) NYC, re. 

Walker, Betty (Black Cat) NYC, ne. 

Wallace, Prank, & Trixie La Mae (Ossis 
Club) Detroit, nec. 

Walsh, Mary Jane (Belmont Plaza) NYO, h 

Walsh & Barker (Berkely) London, h. 

Walters, Gene (Jimmy Kelly’s) NYC, ne. 

Waters, Ethel (Lyric) Indianapolis, t. 

Wayne, Lillian (Holland) NYC, nc 

Weaces (Dorchester) London, h. 

Wehrle, Rae (Embassy) Jacksonville Beach, 


Fla. 
Wells, & Four Pays (Roxy) NYC, 
Wescott, srothy (Little Old New York) Nye, 
Wessels, Henry (Plantation) NYC, nec. 
West, Billie ( y) Baltimore, nec. 
West, Willie & McGinty (French Casino) 


Whalen, Jackie, & Ee Steppers (Show 
Boat) Cypress Hill, L. N. 

Wheatley, Jessie Pitts- 
burgh, h. 


White, Jack (18) NYC, nc. 
White, Ann (Bertolotti’s) NYC, re. 
White, Hal C. (Club Carioca) Chi, ne. 
White, Jack (Gay '90s) NYC, ne. 
White, Belva (885 Club) Chi,” nc. 
White, Frances (Carioca) Chi, ne. 
Whitman, Flo (Club Minuet) Chi, ne, 
Whitney, Marjorie (La Salle) -_ — 
Wicke, Gus (Gay ’90s) NYC, 
Wickse Bros. & Armida (Adelaide) Sydney, 
Australia, Jan. 5-20. t. 
Wilbert, Raymond (Roxy) NYC, t. 
Wilkens, Dorothy (New Yorker) — h. 
Wilma Wallace (Paradise) NYC, 
Williams, Bob, & Red Dust (Michigan) Dee 


troit, t. 
Willis & Jeanne (Palumbo’s) Phila, nc. 
Windelle, Mildred (Wivel) NYC, re. 
Winston, Walter (Brittwood) NYC, ne. 
Winters & Marano (Plantation) NYC, 
Withee, Jerri (Paradise) NYC, nec. 
Wolfe, Lorna (Mt. Royal) Montreal, h. 
Wong, Joe (Plymouth) Worcester, Mass., t. 
Wood, Britt (Riverside) Milwaukee, t. 
bes Lou, & California Collegians (State- 


ke) Chi, t. 
Woods, Lorraine (International Casino) NYO, 
(Shoreham) Washington, 


woods, “Johnny (Chez Paree) Chi, ne. 
Vox & Walters (Pal.) Chi, 

Wright, Edythe (Commodore) NYC, h. 
Wright, Jack (Village Brewery) NYC, ne. 


Y 


Yanyego Voodoo Dancers (Yumuri) NYC, nc. 
Yates Sisters, Three (Embassy) Jacksonville 
Beach, Fla., nec. 
Yerman, Miriam (Village Barn) NYC, nc. 
Young's, Ernie. Girls (Riverside) Milwaukee, t. 
Helen (Leon & Eddie’s) NYC, ne. 


z 


Zaza (Armando’s) NYC, 
Zig & Zag (Powers) Rochester, N. Y¥., h. 


ne. 
(Seventh Avenue) 


Name in gold letters 
on covers, 15¢ extra 
for each line, 


NEW DATE BOOKS 


Arranged Especially for Your Needs 
Dated From January-1, 1938, to 


The most convenient memorandum book for 
Managers, Agents and Performers in all 
branches of 
23%4x5% inches—just fits the vest pocket. 
Contains complete calendars for 
1939, U. S. and World Maps, 110 pages for 
daily memorandums, 
receipts and disbursements of money, census 
figures, and much other valuable information. 
PLENTY OF SPACE FOR BOOKINGS, 
ROUTES AND SPECIAL NOTATIONS 
For sale at all offices of The Billboard. Mailed 
to any part of the world for 25¢ each. 


ALL MAIL ORDERS SHOULD BE SENT TO 


The Billboard Publishing Co. 
25 Opera Place, Cincinnati, O. 


FOR 1938 
NOW ON SALE 


January 1, 1939. 


the show world. Actual size 
ars 1938- 


space for recording 


Cash With Order 
CINCINNATI OFFICE 


,¥ 
a eee | 
— 
Zude! 
4 Wii 
ee t 
: Abbe: 
Babe: 
Balle’ 
; Broth 
N Broth 
: - - Evan: 
Car 
: Greer 
Hayet 
Havir 
: House 
: Right 
Room 
a Cle’ 
R Room 
2°; 
; lang 
7 Shadc 
Sprin, 
7 Was 
i Stage 
Low 
Stop-< 
: Tobac 
; Palr 
: Rive 
7s Tonig! 
: Cine 
; 4 Tovar 
. en wom 
; Wome 
: (Te 
tori 
Yes, ! 
Ang 
You ¢ 
New 
You C 
You C 
land 
é i = Bare | 
; Big R 
Dizzy 
7 Fun P 
f Jazz F 
Legs : 
Moon] 
| ee tc 
: 5 Night 
Pace | 
i Tempt 
é Vanity 
a Whirl 
ee 
; 7d ai! Bible ] 
: O77 igre! TF~ SLE ewe — WPA: 
: ee ] } a: N. ¥ 
) 4 Frutiita Gt $' ry ( 
. ‘ 
~! 4 2 e “<4 (Route 
* \ ie i are 
ON | \ 
; | i de Blue | 
| Evange 
: ‘ Green, 
Hardm 
: } Lewis, 
: Lotta 
7 Miller 
Meac 
; Southe 
: Texas 
Tip Te 
a 
ee Wishe 
} also W] 
will fin 
7 Will sel 
Arcade 
; ‘ tho Fe 
Dreferre 
Bo nos 
AN ack 
& ‘ Salisbur 
: eaten Box Nc 
| | 3 ee a Po i 
, gt CE A ae 
. Ree EN 
| ns ||. 
meta S| | FRI 
: la BS Org s is <j 
* cs - 
J . fe - aA ( 
\ a, "i h 
rr * es 
° a: — 


P92 F 


January 1, 1938 


ROUTES 


The Billboard 123 


gudela & Co. (Esquire Club) Sheboygan, 
Wis., ne. ; 


DRAMATIC AND MUSICAL 


(Routes are for current week when no 

dates are given) 

Abbey Players: (Copley) Boston. 

Babes in Arms: (Forrest) Phila. 

Ballet Russe: (Auditorium) Chl. 

Brother Rat: (American) St. Louis. 

Brother Rat: (Locust St.) Phila. 

Evans, Maurice: (Royal Alexandria) Toronto, 
Can.; (Cass) Detroit 3-8. 

Greenwood, Charlotte: (Wilbur) Boston. 
Hayes, Helen: (Erlanger) Chi. 

Having Wonderful Time: (Erlanger) Phila. 
Housemaster, The: (Plymouth) Boston, 
Right This Way: (Shubert) Boston. 
Room Service: (Cox) Cincinnati; 
Cleveland 3-8. 

Room Service: (Temple) Birmingham, Ala., 
2¢; (Bijou) Chattanooga, Tenn., 30; (Er- 
langer) Atlanta, Ga., 31-Jan. 1. 

Shadow and Substance: (Nixon) Pittsburgh. 

Spring Thaw, with Roland Young: (National) 
Washington, D. C. 

Stage Door: (Cass) Detroit; (American) St. 


(Hanna) 


timore. 

Tobacco Road: (Rialto) Tucson, Ariz., 29; 
Palm SGprings, Calif., 31; (Auditorium) 
Riverside Jan. 1. 

Tonight at 8:30: (Davidson) Milwaukee; (Cox) 
Cincinnati 3-8. 

Tovarich: (Selwyn) Chi. 

Wine of Choice: (Chestnut St.) Phila. 

Women, The: (Erlanger) Atlanta, Ga., 29; 
(Temple) Birmingham, Ala., 30; (Audi- 
torium) Memphis, Tenn., 31-Jan. 1. 

ba . Darling Daughter: (Biltmore) Los 


Ange! 
You Can’t a It With You: (St. Charles) 
New Orlean 
You Can’t Take It With You: (Harris) Chi. 
You Can't Take It With You: (Hanna) Cleve- 
land; (Nixon) Pittsburgh 3-8. 


HIRST CIRCUIT SHOWS 


(Week of December 
Bare vee (Hudson) Union ci, N. J. 
Big Revue: (Gayety) Cincinnati. 
Dizzy Dames: (Trocadero) Phila. 
Fun Parade: (Casino) Pittsburgh. 
Jazz Babies: (Gayety) Buffalo. 
Legs and Laughter: (Casino) Toronto. 
Moonlight Maids: (Orph.) Reading, Pa., 29. 
Merry-Go-Round: (Roxy) Cleveland. 
Night Owls: (Howard) Boston. 
Pace Makers: (Gayety) oom 
Smart Set: (Garrick) St. 
Tempters: (Gayety) Wachineton, D. C. 
Vanity Pair: (Rialto) Chi. 
Whirl of Girls: (Gayety) Baltimore. 


CIRCUS AND WILD WEST 


Bible Bros.: Cleveland, O., 30; Dayton Jan. 1. 
WPA: (Ridgewood Grove Stadium) Brooklyn, 
N. Y¥., 27-Jan. 4. 


CARNIVAL 


(Routes are for current week when no dates 
are given. In some instances possibly 
mailing points are listed.) 


Blue Ridge: Richland, Ga. 

Evangeline: Melville, La. 

Green, Doc, United: Ehrherdt, S. C., 27-Jan. 8. 
Hardman & Housner: Omega, Ga. 

Lewis, Art: (Pair) Eustis, Pla., 3-8. 

Lotta Hooey: Prairie, Miss. 

Miller Amusements: Raceland, La.; Golden 
Meadow 27-Jan. 1. 

Southern Attrs.: Scotland, Ga. 

Texas Kidd: Cuero, Tex., 26-Jan. 4. 

Tip Top: Oak Park, Ga. 


SMITH’S GREATER 
ATLANTIC SHOWS 


Wishes All a Very Prosperous and Joyous 1938 
Season 


WILL BOOK OR BUY a Smith & Smith Chairplane, 
alo WILL BOOK one Flat Ride, Caterpillar or Oc- 
topus preferred. Showmen with new and novel ideas, 
will finance and book same. All Concessions open. 
Will sell onmeive on Bingo, Cook House and Penny 
Arcade. WANTED—Merry-Go-Round Foreman, 
sho Ferris Wheel Foreman: sober and single parties 
Preferred. Also Scenic Artist capable of painting 
M.-G.-R., touching up Banners and Panel Fronts. 
All address BR’ Nie SMITH, 118 S. Clay St., 
Salisbury, N. C., ov January 3, bn then 

Box No. 307, Augusta, Ga. P. S.—Will consider 
General "Agent. that’s capable and will produce results. 


A PROSPEROUS 1938 FOR EVERYONE 


FRANK (wacree)) WINGHELL 


TAMPA, FLA. 
Not with “IT” Now——But for it! 


BUFFALO SHOWS 


WANT Rides in first-class con- 
dition. pas to October. Play 
ndustrial spots. will 
furnish “al pee and transporta- 
ransportation only. 
WANT ¢ thrilling Free Act. 
HOWARD POTTER, 
Box 809, Buffalo, N. Y¥. 


IN THE WHOLESALE 
MERCHANDISE SECTION 
: for the 
LATEST. NOVELTIES, PRIZES 
PREMIUMS AND SPECIALTIES 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Blossoms of Dixie Revue: Magnolia, Miss., 31- 
Jan. 1; Rosalind, La., 3; Amite 4-5; Kent- 
wood 6. 

Crowfly Show: Hahira, Ga., 27-Jan. 1. 

Daniel, Magician: Jackson, Mich., 27-31. 

Dressen’s Circus Capers: New Orleans 27- 
Jan. 8. 

— oY Circus & Expo.: Sumter, 8S. C.., 

an 

care ¢ s Oddities on Parade: Charlotte, N. C., 

-Jan. 1. 

McCleo, Magician: Marysville, O., 27-Jan. 8. 

McNally Variety Show: Chads Point, Md. 
(P. O. Salisbury), 27-Jan. 1. 

Newton Magic Show: Millville, Del., 27-Jan. 1. 

Phelps Show: Varnville, S. C., 27-Jan. 1; 
Olar 3-8. 

Ricton’s Show: Darien, Ga., 27-29; Sterling 
30-Jan. 1; Woodbine Jan. 2-4; Atkinson 5-7. 

a * He Tent Theater: Fostoria, Tex., Jan. 


Midway Staff Big 
For Sun Carnival 


EL PASO, Tex., Dec. 25.—Staff of 
Southwest Sun Carnival midway, which 
opened last night, said Verne Newcombe, 
director, comprises Vincent Stoecker, 
secretary; Roy Stein, press; Charles 
White, manager of concessions; Ellery 
Reynolds, assistant; Mrs. Manny Gunn, 
Mr. and Mrs. C. M. De Vere, Pat De- 
laney and Mr. and Mrs. Dave Williams, 
advertising; Ralph Matson, tickets; 
“Shorty” Wells, lot superintendent; 
“Toonerville” McGinty, electrician; Joe 
Kleko, assistant. 


On the location, set for a downtown 
street spot with surrounding lots, street 
being blocked off for three blocks, Di- 
rector Newcombe said 10 rides and 40 
shows and concessions have been 
signed. Pree acts are Four Sensational 
Jacks, aerialists, and Kenneth Blake, 
high diver. Roy Stein has been get- 
ting plenty of space in papers regard- 
ing the midway and The Drunkard,” 
downtown inside attraction of the Sun 
Carnival. The Drunkard, which opened 
December 17, has been a near-sellout 
every night since. Opening night ce- 
lebrities were Judy Lawton, stage and 
radio singer: Syd Cohen, Washington 
Senators’ pitcher, and George H. Black, 
producer of the Little America show. 

Noel Collier, leading lady of The 
Drunkard, will be grand marshal of the 
Sun Carnival parade on New Year’s Day. 
Last year’s parade was seen by 100,000 
persons. Fifty-five floats from 20 South- 
western towns will be in the 1938 event. 
William J. Collins, producer of The 
Drunkard, and Marguerite Snow, wife of 
Neeley Edwards, emsee of The Drunkard, 
will judge contestants in the Sun Car- 
nival queen contest. Queen of Plain- 
view, Tex., baby contest being conducted 
by Don Brashear will be a Sun Carnival 


El Paso 


EL PASO, Tex., Dec. 25.—Paul Towe’s 
Silver State Shows will make the only 
carnival date of 1938 at Santa Fe, N. M., 
Don Brashear announced this week. 

Verne Newcombe is now a member of 
the El Paso Chamber of Commerce and 
announces he will make headquarters 

George Gore, of Boston, stopped over 
en route to the West Coast. 

Additional arrivals for the Sun Car- 
nival are Joe Bevans, New York; Lou 
Sisler and Bob Paul, San Antonio, and 
Johnny Graves, from Tulsa. 

Mr. and Mrs, T. J. Tidwell, of T. J. 
Tidwell Shows, stopped off en route to 
the West Coast. 

The Carlsbad, N. M., Elks’ celebration, 
under canvas, was handicapped by bad 
weather. Several Southwestern showmen 
were at the event. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Lundgren, of Mid- 
west Shows, are in town for the carnival. 
Several of their shows and rides will be 
presented. 

Bill Scott and wife and Harry Phelps 
and wife, from the T. J. Tidwell Shows, 
are in for the carnival. 

Eddie Byrd, partner of Jack Kenyon, 
who has cookhouse privileges for Sun 
Carnival events, arrived this week. 


Kelvin Show Big Draw 
At, Glasgow, Scotland 


GLASGOW, Scotland, Dec. 13.—First 
of the many British Christmas circuses 
opened this week at thé Kelvin Hall 
here, For eighth successive season tal- 
ent was booked by Stanley W. Wathon. 
Show is strong in international talent 
and well arranged. 

Carnival, menagerie and side shows ate 


“WILLIE TALK” 


Very simple 
Cards, $1.00 Dozen. 


No. 7450 £5 Each’ = et... Lots) ... 
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Me De LUXEFS HOW SEA MERIC ALY 


SAMUEL E. PRELL, General Manager 


« Extends a Happy New Year * 


| TO ALL ITS FRIENDS AND 
%& CONFIDENTLY LOOKS FORWARD TO 


S A Bigger and Better 1938 i 
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GET STARTED TODAY! 
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YOU CAN’T MISS WITH 


Fully Dressed in an Attractive Sears | Suit, Shirt and Neoktie, 
trol. 34 Inches High. 80-Hole Push 
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Key West, Florida. 


KEY WEST PARK 


OPENS JANUARY 10 
Wants for Permanent Park for Winter Season—Tilt-A-Whirl, 
Ridee-O and Spillman Auto Speedway. 


KEY WEST PARK, 


Cireus Acts, Tumblers, Table Acts. 
Chas, Carlos, Lankford’s 


WANTED nuzarety onpuans Indoor Circus 


AUDITORIUM, Gan.aree. & N. e WEEK OF FEBRUARY 7. 


. Stan 3 CAN PL ACE Phone and Contest Men at once. We have 
more dates to follow. Will sell X on Novelties. Address 


J. SHERWOOD UPCHURCH, Hotel Bland, Raleigh, N. C. 


AN USE Acts mt double. Want to hear from 


v . 

Truck-Trailer 
. _ 
Legislation 

INDIANAPOLIS, Dec. 25——The new 
truck signal law for Indiana, requiring 
all trucks to be equipped with special 
signals to indicate right and left turns, 
will not be enforced until after February 
1 in order to obtain a court ruling on 
constitutionality of the law. 

A hearing will be held soon before 
Judge Joseph R. Willims, of Superior 
Court, in whose court suit for injunc- 
tion against the law is pending. Whether 
he rules in favor of the law or against 


it, the decision will be appealed to the 
State Supreme Court for final review. 


tract plenty of customers. Circus, which 
runs for six weeks, is drawing capacity 
attendance and advance bookings reach 
a@ record figure. 

Veloz and Bonita, corking equestrians, 
do a grand act that is marked by the 
employment of some original stunts; 
Schumann’s Liberty Horses, presented 
by Ernest Schumann, have a big Con- 
tinental reputation. Offering is first 
rate and admirably routined. Carl 
Hagenbeck’s six elephants, presented by 
Hugo Schmitt, are above the average in 
pachyderm intelligence; Arthur Sobski’s 
dog troupe scores with a bright act re- 
plete with original tricks; Kennt and 
Paddy, acrobatic comedians and eccen- 
trics, are both clever and funny; Four 
Avantis thrill with daring perch balanc- 
ing; Five Colorados, in Western attire, 
have a versatile cowboy act that wins 
favor; Ida May’s Six Midship Girls 
are appreciated for their combined aerial 
gymnastics; Five Ravennas are dandy 
equilibrists and pyramid builders; laugh- 
able entries are Iles anc Loyal, funny 
and original Continental clowns, and 
Erik Hubert and Company, comedy acro- 
batic riders. 


INSURANCE 


CIRCUS, RIDES, TRUCKS, CARNIVALS. 
Showman’s Insurance Man. 


CHARLES A. LENZ 
Winter Quarters: = Scie St. Peters- 


Me... 5 v-» hae 


440 Insurance Exchange Bidg., Ghicago, M1. 


Concessionaires.. . 


ee 


NOVELTY SUPPLY FOR 


FAIRS, CARNIVALS, CIRCUSES, GRIND STORES, 
~ WHEELS, KS, C GAMES, ETC. 
Calalog with New low Prices 
THE TIPP NOVELTY COMPANY . 


TiPPECHaNOE CITY, Owrod 


Holiday Greetings 


IRVING G JACK 


ROSENTHAL 


Operating 
PALISADES AMUSEMENT PARK 


Palisade, New Jersey. 


Colored Midgets 


WANTED—For One Year’s Work in Aus~ 
tralia-New Zealand. Salary and Trans- 
portation. Danny Montague and johnny 
White wire. Others write. Send Photo, 
State Salary. 

CAL LIPES 
129 W. Pike, Long Beach, Calif. 
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AKERSON — George E., ‘48, former 
member of the Paramount-Publix ex- 
ecutive staff and later secretary to Ex- 
President Hoover, December 22, after sev- 
eral weeks’ illness in the Rockefeller 
Institute, New York. 

BARRY—Frank, musician and head of 
the arranging department for Leo Feist, 
Inc., recently in New York following a 
relapse from an operation performed 
three weeks ago. 


BOLE—Hugh (Harry) C., concessioner 
and showman, December 16 in Orange 
General Hospital, Orlando, FPla., of a 
heart ailment. Bole was in the outdoor 
show business for 25 years. He was asso- 
ciated with the Liberty and the Rice- 
Dorman shows as an executive and the 
past season he operated a concession 
with Arena Shows. Survived by his 
widow, one daughter, two sons and four 
grandchildren. Burial in Braddock, Pa. 

BRADY—Owen A., 51, for a number of 
years drum major and baton juggler 
With the John W. Vogel and Hi Henry 
minstrels and later general agent for a 
number of carnivals, December 17 in 
Elks’ National Home, Bedford, Va., of 
cancer of the stomach. Survived by a 
daughter, Anna Brady, of Hollywood, 
and a brother, J. P. Brady, of Chicago. 
Interment in the family plot, Auburn, 
mY. 

BUCKBEE—Edward, 73, former circus 
musician, December 16 at his home in 
Ithaca, N. Y. As a drummer he had been 
with Conway’s Band and traveled with 


Stadel Bros.’, Goodrich’s and Charles 
Lee’s London shows. Burial in City 
Cemetery, Ithaca. 


CARSON — Henry, well-known Paris 
booker, December 12 in a Liege, Belgium, 
hospital of injuries sustained in an auto- 
mobile accident early in December. He 
had been in charge of a road tour of a 
musical comedy. 


COLLINGS—Pierre, scenarist, in Holly- 
wood recently. Services and burial in 
Hollywood. 


CRABBE—Joseph Edward, 70, Green 
Bay (Wis.) musician, December 18 at his 
home in that city. He was a charter 
member of the Federated Musicians’ 
Union, Local 205. Survived by his 
widow, a daughter and a son. 


DUNN—Mrs. Elsie Elmslie, 57, former 
president of the Philadelphia Grand 
Opera Company, at her home in Phila- 
delphia December 21. Survived by her 
husband, Houston Dunn, and six chil- 
dren. Services December 23 from Holy 
Trinity Church, Philadelphia, and burial 
in that city. 

FOURNIER — Ernest, former French 
comedian and director of the Comedie 
Theater, Geneva, Switzerland, recently 
in Geneva. 

FOX—Frank J., 52, Newark (O.) res- 
taurant operator and concessioner, re- 
cently at his home in that city of a 
heart attack. Survived by his widow, 
Mazie; two sons, Franklin J. and Wal- 
ter L.; four brothers, Louis W., George 
W., August L. and Carl S., and two sis- 
ters, Mrs. Eliza Martien and Mrs. Otis 
Allen, all of Newark. Services in New- 
ark and burial in Cedar Hill Cemetery, 
that city. 

FRAIN—Miss M. Theo, pianist and 
composer of concert songs, December 19 
in Hackensack Hospital, Hackensack, N. 
J. In addition to having been accom- 
panist for many opera singers, she com- 
posed over 300 tunes, of which the best 
known is Jamie Come Hame. Survived 
by a sister, Mrs. H. Jay Hayes. 

FRISCOE-—Billie, known in private life 
as Aurora Chiha, 38, who had worked 
in vaudeville for many years with her 
husband, the late Lou Friscoe, xylophon- 
ist, recently at her home in Chicago of 
heart trouble. Since the death of her 
husband she had retired from profes- 
sional life. Survived by a son. 

GREER —Edith Teeter, 37, former 
well-known tabloid and _ burlesque 
trouper and for the last four years 
operator of the Joy Theater, Dallas tab- 
loid stand, with her brother-in-law, Elmo 
Phillips, recently in that city following 
a heart attack. She was the widow of 
Alva Teeter, performer, who died four 
years ago. She appeared in tabloid with 
the Bert Smith Players, the Al and Lole 
Bridge Company and other attractions. 
She also had appeared in vaudeville. 
Body was taken to Wichita Falls, Tex., 
for burial beside her husband. Survived 
by her 4-year-old son, A. T. Teeter. 

GUTHRIE—C. W., 48, Clinton, Okla., 
theater owner, recently in that city of 
heart trouble. Survived by his widow 
and five brothers. 

HEENAN—Dan, office manager of the 
Peerless Distributing Company, motion 
picture exchange outfit, in Philadelphia 
December 20 of pneumonia, 

HENKIN—Dr. Charles L., 52, play- 
wright, at his home in Brooklyn Decem- 


The Final Curtain 


ber 19 of heart diease. He was author 
of three produced plays, The Revenue 
Man, Decision and Page Pygmalion. He 
had recently been writing scenarios in 
Hollywood. Survived by his widow; a 
son, Shepard P., and a daughter, Mrs. 
Dorothy Morill. 


JACOBSON—Albert, 67, known on the 
radio as Fritz the Cheer Leader, Decem- 
ber 19 in a convalescent home in Kan- 
sas City, Mo. He was born in Germany 
in 1869. In 1934 he spread his philoso- 
phy of “things are never as bad as they 
seem” over WDAF, operated by The Kan- 
sas City Star, and continued with a 
weekly morning program until shortly 
before his death. Survived by a son, 
Irvin, and a brother, Denno, both of 
Kansas City. Services December 21 and 
burial in Mt. Moriah Cemetery, Kansas 
City. 

JORDAN—Mrs. Oscar, December 10 at 
her home in Minneapolis. Burial De- 
cember 13. 


LIND—Sam E., 62, president of Zanes- 
ville Theaters, Inc., Zanesville, O., oper- 
ating the Liberty, Quimby, Imperial and 
Grand theaters, that city, December 19 
in New Orleans, where he had been 
vacationing. He entered show business 
in 1914, assuming control of the Im- 
perial, later acquiring the Quimby. Re- 
tiring in 1928, Lind again entered the 
business in 1933 with the organization 
of Zanesville Theaters, Inc. At the time 
of his death he was vice-president of 
the Independent Theaters’ Association of 
Ohio. Survived by his widow and two 
sons. Body was sent to Zanesville for 
services and burial. 


LIPKA—Anthony S., 46, owner of 
Merry-Go-Round night club, Detroit, at 
his home in Hamtramck, Mich., Decem- 
ber 20 following a stroke. Survived by 
his widow and two children, Leona and 
Jerry; his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Stanley 
Lipka, and three brothers, Joseph, John 
and Edward. Burial in Mt. Olivet Ceme- 
tery, Detroit. 


LYDELL—Al, 50, veteran vaudevillian 
perhaps best known for his Civil War 
veteran sketches, December 17 at the 
Jules Club, Saginaw, Mich., where he 
was playing an engagement with his 
partner, Hazel Talbot. Born in Arkansas 
and reared in Cincinnati, Lydell was well 
known for his character roles as an old 
man, playing such parts in Way Down 
East and Eagle’s Brood for Paramount 
and Hop-a-Long Cassidy and Angel’s 
Holiday for 20th Century-Fox. He first 
appeared with the team of Lydell and 
Butterworth (black face) and was sub- 
sequently a partner in Lydell and Hig- 
gins and Lydell and Macy. Burial in 
Elks’ Rest, Chicago. Survived by his 
son, Albert Underwood, of Binghamton, 
N. Y., and an adopted son. 

MECHANIC—Mrs. Wittel, mother of 
Morris A. Mechanic, president of the 
New Theater Company, recently in 
Baltimore. Services December 20. 

MERRITT—Arthur L., 57, pioneer film 
exhibitor, fatally injured December 14 
near Canton, Ill., while en route to his 
home in Oconto, Wis., from Cuba City, 
Ill., where he was opening a theater. 
Merritt operated the Gem and Oconto 
theaters in Oconto for a number of 
years and had been in the theater busi- 
ness 37 years, principally in the East. 
Survived by his widow, one son, a sister 
and two brothers. 

MONROE—Pete, 29, chief announcer 
of Station WHAS, Louisville, and known 
to radio listeners for his famous “send 
a boat” calls during the 1937 flood, De- 
cember 20 in Louisville. 

MORENO—Mrs. Myrtle Ewing, 25, 


daughter of P. K. Ewing, vice-president 
of WDSU, New Orleans, recently in that 
city from burns received when her 
clothing caught fire. Survived by her 
husband, parents and two brothers. 


MURRAY — William A., 50, former 
radio entertainer, December 19 at his 
home in West Roxbury, Mass., after a 
brief illness. Services December 22 from 
the Mission Church, Roxbury. \Requiem 
mass was celebrated by his brother, 
Rev. Francis A. Murray, CSS.R., of 
Saratoga Springs, N. Y. 

PERRISH—Ernest, at Rehoboth Beach, 
Del., November 6 from a stroke, it has 
just been learned. He had suffered 
from high blood pressure for some time. 
Perrish trouped with several circuses, 
last with the Wheeler & Almond Circus. 
Survived by his widow, Pearl. 


RAND—Rev. Nelson Royden, 50, com- 
mentator for Station WOKO, New York, 
December 17 of a heart attack at his 
home In New York. Rand had also pro- 
duced a series of Biblical dramas over 
the air. Survived by his widow, three 
sons and a daughter. 


RISCIOLLI—Gundy, 27, member of a 
cowboy band heard over WWVA, Wheel- 
ing, W. Va., fatally burned December 
20 in a boarding house fire in that city. 
He died in a hospital shortly after being 
rescued by firemen. 

SUNDHEIM—Sydney, 53, president of 
the Theater Advertising Company, Phila- 
delphia, at his home in that city Decem- 
ber 17 following a heart attack. Sund- 
heim had organized program advertising 
service four years ago and was formerly 
sales manager of the Byren & Weil Ad- 
vertising Agency. 

TAGLIAFERRO—Donald, 32, saxophon- 
ist, killed in an automobile accident De- 
cember 18 in Staten Island, N. Y. 

TAVERNER — Melvin, 30, orchestra 
leader, killed in an automobile accident 
December 18 in Staten Island, N. Y. 

TUNNEY—Frank, for many years @ 
comedian with burlesque and tab shows, 
December 11 in a Pittsburgh sanitarium. 
For three seasons he appeared with 
Frank Newman’s It Revue. Survived by 
his widow, Mary, who appeared with him 
on the stage. 

UNGERFELD—John E., 51, formerly 
operator of the Rheben chain of motion 
picture theaters in New Jersey, in New 
York December 16. Survived by his 
widow, two sisters and a brother. Serv- 
ices December 18. 

VON GAERTNER—Louis ‘A. 71, con- 
cert violinist and composer, recently of 
a heart ailment in Doctors’ Hospital, 
New York. 

WALKER—Mrs. Daisy Delia Vincent, 
52, wife of Ollie H. Walker Sr., operator 
of a trailer camp near West Memphis, 
Ark., and for many years associated with 
the late Prof. Francis Slater, impersona- 
tor, in that city November 4, it has just 
been learned. Burial in Memorial Park, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

WEBER—Mrs. Henry J., mother of 
Vincent J. Weber, Eastern Ohio ballroom 
operator, band booker and musicians’ 
local executive, December 17 at her home 
in Dover, O., after a long illness. Sur- 
vived by her husband, son and two 
daughters. Services at St. Joseph 
Church, Dover, and burial in that city. 


Marriages 


BARRIS-DARLING — Herbert Barris, 
straight man, and Dottie Darling, show- 


girl, both with the Republic, New York, 


Ted Heal 


gestion and kidney ailment. 


featured comedian with Earl Carroll’s 


by Fox in the picture Soup to Nuts. 


Casino Murder Case. 


Calvary Cemetery, Hollywood. 


TED HEALY 


Y, popular stage and screen comedian and one of the originators 
of the idea of using stooges in comedy acts, died December 21 at his home near 
Culver City, Calif., after a 24-hour illness. Death was caused by a lung con- 


Healy, born in Houston October 1, 1896, and educated in New York for the 
legal profession, embarked on a stage career with the Cuddle Up burlesque com- 
pany in 1917. For 15 years he and his three stooges were well known in vaude- 
ville and musical comedy, both in this country and in Europe. In 1925 he was 


cesses in A Night in Spain and A Night in Venice. 

Making his film debut in a short for Hal Roach in 1925, he soon returned 
to the stage and it was not until 1930 that he and his stooges were featured 
Other films in which the act scored were 
Mad Love, Here Comes the Band, The Winning Ticket, Paris Interlude and The 
His latest film, Hollywood Hotel, was recently previewed. 

He is survived by his widow, Betty Hickman Healy, whom he married last 
year, and an infant son, born December 17. 
at St. Augustine’s Catholic Church, Hollywood, and interment took place in 


Vanities and later his act scored suc- 


Services were held December 23 


Follies, in the Bronx, New York, Decem- 
ber 23. 


CAPLAN-FISHMAN—Lawrence Caplan, 
executive secretary of Allied Theaters of 
Connecticut, and Ruth Fishman, daugh- 
ter of Abe Fishman, of Fishman Thea- 
ters, in New Haven, Conn., December 26. 


CURTIS-LAWSON—Alan Curtis, film 
actor, and Priscilla Lawson, film actress, 
in Las Vegas, Nev., November 14, it was 
disclosed last week. 

FRANCONNAY-JEUX — Henry Jeux, 
nonpro, and Claire Franconnay, French 
vaude star, in Paris December 14. 

GOSE-REGAN—Gayne Regan, film ac- 
tress, and Jerry Gose, film production 
manager, December 18. 

LOVEJOY-RHOTEN—Thomas Lovejoy, 
nonpro, and Genevieve Rhoten, con- 
nected with Paramount Pictures, in Cin- 
cinnati December 10. 

MARGOLIES-COLLINS — Lyonel Mar- 
golies, Universal studios test director, 
and Camille Collins in Beverly Hills, 
Calif., recently. 


RUBEN-BRUCE — J. Walter Ruben, 
film director, and Virginia Bruce, film 
star, in Beverly Hills, Calif., December 18. 

STABILE-BARRIE—Dick Stabile, band 
leader, and Gracie Barrie, musical com- 
edy star, in St. Paul’s Cathedral, Pitts- 
burgh, December 27. 

WASHBURN-SPENCER—Dwight (Bud) 
Washburn, son of Bryant Washburn, 
film actor, and Irene Spencer in Mexico 
November 17. 


| Coming Marriages 


Abe Walker, member of Al Marsico’'s 
Orchestra, heard over Station WWSW, 
and Sally Wible, Pittsburgh, in the near 
future. 

Elwood Roger Clay, New Orleans, and 
Louela Richards, daughter of E. V. Rich- 
ards, president of Station WSMB, Janu- 
ary 3. 

Wayne Morris, film actor, and Priscilla 
Lane, film actress, in the near future. 

Bill Lynch, of the Lynch Shows, and 
June Rose, Junior Leaguer, in Halifax, 
N. S., in the near future. 

Kirlazis A. Karaputis, Boston, and 
Estelle M. Christopher, Arlington, Mass., 
both professional dancers, soon. 

Larkin Goldsmith, known as Red Lar- 
kin, with the Ringling Bros. and Bar- 
num & Bailey Circus during the 1936 
season, and Mary Jordan, St. Louis, in 
Sarasota, Fla., March 15. 

James Dunn, film actor, and Frances 
Gifford, film actress, New Year’s Day. 

Bob Grant, orchestra leader, and Leah 
Goldenburg, nonpro, in the near future. 

Ben Levin, who with his father, H. 5S. 
Levin, operates several suburban thea- 
ters in San Francisco, and Sylvia Wolfe, 
of that city, January 9. 

Mary Whalen, daughter of World's 
Fair president, Grover A. Whalen, and 
Robert Maurice Saul, in New York soon. 

Morris Spector, drummer, and Sylvia 
Sherr in Philadelphia January 2. 

Frances Cooper, known as Frances 
Carroll, radio singer, and George Wolf in 
Philadelphia January 9. 

Richard A. Green, assistant film direc- 
tor, and Elizabeth Jane Kern, daughter 
of Jerome Kern, musical composer, in the 


near future. 
Births 


A son to Mr. and Mrs. Barnes 
in Doctors’ Hospital, Hollywood, Decem- 
ber 23. Father is a film cameraman. 

A daughter to Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Fonda in Doctors’ Hospital, Hollywood, 
December 23. Father is stage and screen 
star 


A 7%-pound son, Ray Alton, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Clarence (Red) Walker in 
Minneapolis December 15. Parents are 
well known to the outdoor show world. 

A son, John Jacob, to Mr. and Mrs. 
Ted Healy in Los Angeles December 17. 
Father, the popular film and stage come- 
dian, died suddenly five days later. 

A daughter to Mr. and. Mrs. George 
Anagnost in Miami Valley Hospital, Day- 
ton, O., recently. Father is managing- 
director of the Greystone Ballroom, Co- 
lumbus, O., and during the summer 
is manager ,of Moxahala Park, Zanes- 
ville, O. 

A seven-pound son, James Wheeler, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Maxwell C. Fox in the New 
England Hospital for Women and Chil- 
dren, Boston, December 12. Mother is 


the former Olivia Thomas, dramatic ac- 
tress. Father is a reporter and trade 
paper correspondent in Boston. 

An 8%-pound son, Wallace, to Mr. 
of Mrs. Galen Gough in Fort Worth, 


last week. Father is professional 
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The Billboard 125 


strong man and appeared in the Flirting 
with Death show at the Fort Worth 
Frontier Fiesta of 1937. 


. 
Divorces 

Mrs. Ben Blue from Ben Blue, stage 
and film comedian, in Los Angeles De- 
cember 4. 

Constance Worth, Australian film 
actress, from George Brent, film actor, 
in Los Angeles December 7. 

Anne Brooks Clark from Raymond 
Clark in Tallulah, La., recently. 

Mrs. Gaetano Merola from Gaetano 
Merola, director of the San Francisco 
Opera Company, in that city December 2. 

Gloria Holden, film actress, from 
Harold Winston, dramatic instructor, in 
Hollywood recently. 

Dorothy C. Garber from Jan Garber, 
orchestra leader, in Los Angeles Decem- 
ber 9. 

Phylis Wagner Orton, concert singer, 
of Norfolk, Conn., from David LeRoy 
Orton in the Superior Court, Bridgeport, 
December 10. 

Rosalie Quigley, stenographer for 
Coney Island, Inc., Cincinnati, from 
Hugh Edward Quigley, steward at the 
Coney Island clubhouse, in Cincinnati 
December 13. 

Theodore Krol, Chicago investment 
broker, from Virginia Lee Corbin, former 
actress, in Chicago December 1. 

Marriage of Louis (Ringling) Fisher 
and Mrs. Fisher, former wife of Dave 
Hutton, was recently annulled in Los 
Angeles. Fisher is connected with United 
Tent and Awning Company. 

Diana Gibson, film actress, from Louis 
J. Myers, studio sound engineer, in 
Hollywood December 11. 

Irene Ford Burkinshaw, Salem, Mass., 
from Chester Burkinshaw, band leader, 
in Salem Probate Court December 13. 

Mrs. Claude W. Moye from Claude W. 
Moye, known as Pieplant Pete, hillbilly 
radio singer, in Cleveland December 17. 


“OVER 40 PROJECT”? —— 


(Continued from page 30) 
mounted the rostrum with two subdued 
coughs after being designated as one 
of the “most beloved men in show busi- 
ness” and thanked the emsee. The 
truths he uttered w~-e “Don’t be old, be 
young” and “A grand thing, this project 
over 40.” He went on with anecdotes 
about his mother and Al Shean and 
ended with “I have mellowed, but I 
haven't gotten old.” Orchestra shortly 
after embarked on another session of 
schmaltz. 

Club hopes to benefit its membership 
by social security aid, civil service open- 
ings, business and industrial jobs and 
hospital and funeral benefits. Literature 
of the project says the club “realizes its 
huge membership can prevail upon legis- 
lators to introduce and pass legislation. 
‘ .” Initiation fee is $1. Reports 
on the national membership varied be- 
tween 196,000 and 500,000. 

Speakers on the schedule, in addition 
to those mentioned, were Taylor Holmes, 
Albert A. Johnson, Pat Rooney, Herman 
Schiffman, Dr. C. Everett Wagner, 
James S. Barbee and Gordon H. Bryant. 

Bryant, who handles the publicity, 
said, “The Lord helps those who help 
themselves.” 

Barbee is president. 


G. G. EXPO—— 


(Continued from page 30) 


is a non-profit corporation, being spon- 
sored by the federal government and the 
Various States, as well as being under- 
written by industrial subscribers, many 
of whom are heavy users of radio time. 

Discussing radio plans for the fair, 
Linkletter said that the public relations 
job done at an exposition for broadcast- 
ing will more than entitle it to free radio 
time on a strictly sustaining basis. In 
1939 the fair will provide free of charge 
to all networks and stations the tops 
in modern radio facilities housed in a 
ee radio building on the exposition 

and. 

Moreover, exhibitors and concessioners 
hot now using radio will be encouraged 
by the fair’s radio division to include 
in their budgets money to buy time and 
talent for commercial use. 

In addition the exposition will set 
aside a substantial budget for the pro- 
duction of quality sustaining programs 
Which will be available to all stations 
with lines to the fairgrounds. 


COURT RULES—— 


(Continued from page 6) 
terest, for sale of station had been con- 
tested since early in 1936 by citizens 
Of the resort city. Barton proposes to 


bring KTHS to Little Rock, where he 
claims conditions for transmission are 
better. Soil conditions and mineral in- 
terference in resort city area prohibit 
station from reaching all points in 
Arkansas. 

Barton is owner of KARK, Little Rock. 
This station and KTHS are on NBC net- 
works. With KTHS in Little Rock, Bar- 
ton hopes to establish one of the most 
powerful radio set-ups in this section of 
the country. G. E. Zimmerman, vice- 
president of Radio Enterprises, Inc., Bar- 
ton’s company, will be in charge of both 
stations. 

Supreme Court also upheld proposal to 
increase KTHS’s power from 10,000 to 
50,000 watts. 

In the meantime citizens of Hot 
Springs are making preparations to carry 
their fight with Federal Communicationga 
Commission. Station will not be moved 
until favorable decision has been made 
by the commission. KTHS was a gift 
made to the Chamber by Arlington 
Hotel. 

Little Rock, city of 80,000 popuiation, 
will have fovir station with removal here 
of KHTHS. Besides KARK, there are 
KGHI and KLRA. 


WHAT’S WRONG—— 


(Continued from page 33) 
been stretched until it has become only 


~a crooked line—a smear of imposition 


on the public. “Burlesque” takes in too 
much territory—it means almost any- 
thing to which it may be applied. 

There always have been, are and always 
will be more decent people in America 
than roughnecks. By some unknown 
process the vulture finds its carrion— 
the vultures-of humankind congregate 
where they enjoy the fare. It is be- 
yond imagination that the present vogue 
of night club vulgarity can forever 
spread to the stage, the screen and all 
forms of amusement. 


There is still a profit in decency on 
and off the stage. 


By Jimmy Lake 
Gayety Theater, Washington, D. C. 


HAT’S wrong with burlesque? De- 
W velop 20 box-office women for our 

respective circuit that, with repeat 
appearances, will develop customers. Stop 
giving the bits new titles; the customers 
are hep. Take the showgirls away from 
dancing and use them for posing, there- 
by eliminating ungainly dancing and 
making ballets impressive. Eliminate 
the “all for one and one for all” idea 
among comics and straight men. 

Pitch in for the good of a slipping 
cause. Develop or cultivate men who 
know the art of producing and take 
away the responsibility from a number 
producer, as producing numbers is the 
limit of his burlesque intelligence. Crack 
exploitation and dynamic press publicity 
and methinks burlesque will linger. 


By Ralph Whitehead 


Executive Secretary, American Federa- 
tion of Actors 


FEEL burlesque has been on the 

wrong track. It has insisted on 

catering to a small patronage seek- 
ing dirt—whereas I feel burlesque oper- 
ators could do better if they tried to 
win over the much larger “family audi- 
ence.” 

Family trade is the basis of steady 
patronage—not transients looking for “a 
hot time” And you can’t draw the 
family trade with lewd shows. I am 
trying not to look at this thing from 
the moral viewpoint—I am seeing it as 
a business proposition. I think theater 
operators have a better chance in the 
long run catering to working and middle- 
class family trade. 

To get this substantial family trade 
I think operators should stress vaude- 
ville acts—but not stereotyped vaude- 
ville, but rather imaginative variety re- 
vues that are refreshing, clean, punchy,: 
talentful, colorful and fast. This new 
variety-revue type needs smart producers 
who know how to enhance talent and 
how to dress the girls so that they are 
even more alluring than when undraped 
entirely. The producers should be given 
a chance to experiment more—the bur- 
lesque formula of blackout-girls-strip 
has become deathly monotonous. 

Another thing—burlesque is run in 


many spots by people who are not “of 
show pusiness.” They just throw the 
show on the stage and just so long as 
it has enough strip numbers they're satis- 
fied. They can’t get away with this sort 
of thing any more. 

New, imaginative variety revues are 
the answer wherever burlesque fails. 
By Billy Watson, 

Famous “Beef Trust” Comic 

Burlesque isn’t done. The trouble 
is there are no names to advertise. Names, 
new bits and scripts are needed. Oper- 
ators also need a man in advance—now 
they sneak in. No one knows what's 
coming. Bill 15 miles in a circle around 
the theater and have experienced men 
handle the same. Men who know what 
burlesque needs. 

I have 50 A-l1 scripts that I played 
on the Columbia, Progressive, Empire 
and other circuits, but they insist on my 
playing Krousemeyer’s Alley because the 
people want it and always buy it. They 
only see it once a year, but they see 
the same bits often. I think next season 
about 12 weeks east, then another small 
circuit west, with entire changes on 
the repeat, would pay. 

Good luck to all burlesquers. 


Not Heard From 


Among those whose opinions were 
asked on this subject were I. H. Herk, 
H. K. Minsky, Ann Corio, Emmett 
Callahan, Tom Phillips, J. F. X. Mas- 
terson (chief censor), Lew Petel, Nat 
Mortan, Paul Weintraub, Charlie 
Franklin, Isie Hirst and George W. 
Ringer. 

Evidently there’s a dearth of ideas 
on what’s needed to improve bur- 
lesque. No answers were forthcoming 
from these leaders. 


ARTEF SCORES—— 
(Continued from page 4) 

Naive, oxlike, stupidly obstinate, Schweik 
then experiences a series of slightly fan- 
tastic adventures which eventually carry 
him to the front. Play ends with 
Schweik putting on a gas mask because 
“this damn war stinks.” 

From the literary point of view, play 
suffers a lack of unity on account of its 
sketchy, episodic quality. Less a piece of 
unified action with a pattern of begin- 
ning and end, it is more an excuse for 
presenting a series of characterizations 
and types in the style of Chaucer’s fa- 
mous prolog. Many of the scenes, how- 
ever, taken by themselves, pack a pow- 
erful punch. Most fantastic and ar- 
tistically effective was the military hos- 
pital episode, which involved five men 
pretending to suffer from various dis- 
eases in order to dodge military service. 
Schweik’s rheumatism is also considered 
phoney. 

Characterizations are aided by exag- 
gerated make-up and splendid perform- 
ances by Michael Goldstein (Schweik), 
A. Hirschbein, I. Welichansky and 8S. 
Anisfeld. Also a wow is the scene in 
which Schweik undergoes a wild insanity 
examination at the hands of three 
pompous alienists. Mark Schweid’s stag- 
ing brought out the broad character- 
types and was marked also by effective 
handling of crowds and trick scenes. 
Technique was expressionist, relying on 
lights and black curtains and using 
fragmentary sets and few props. Moi 
Solotaroff’s sets were imaginatively exe- 
cuted in the same fantastic manner. 

Dialog is racy, pungent and too col- 
loquial to mean much except to those 
who can follow Yiddish pretty closely. 
English-speaking theatergoers might be 
interested in the production values of 
Schweik, however. Maurice Zolotow. 


FTP AND EQ 


UITY. 
(Continued from page 6) 

of public criticism directed at the re- 

lief theater, particularly along lines that 

personnel is unprofessional. 

Project hopes also to hypo business 
attractiveness of its productions by tie- 
up with union and legit names, similar 
to the manner in which the music 
project makes use of co-operation with 
Local 802 and names of renowned musi- 
clans as guest conductors and the like. 

Since Meredith is also a member of 
FTP advisory board, project is confident 
co-operative arrangements aren't far off. 
Whatever will be the nature of the tieup, 
it seems government will hold on to 
much of its authority, but will use 


Saranac Lake 


By T. BODWELL 


Ruby Hess, of Brooklyn, is the most 
recent addition to our ranks, She was 
formerly a vaudeville and night club en- 
tertainer, specializing in vocals. Her sis- 
ter, Etta Major, is staying with her tem- 
porarily. 

Several patients departed to spend the 
holidays at home: Ned McGushion, to 
Sunnyside, L. I.; Bob Burk and Brian 
Tracy, to New York, and Conway Wash- 
burne, to stay with Cledge Roberts at 
Ridgefield, N. J. 

Jack Flaum is entertaining his wife 
and friend, Anna Eckhardt, over the 
holidays. 

Will Rogers Memorial Hospital threw 
its annual Christmas party, the event 
surpassing previous Christmas revels 
here. A huge Christmas tree has been 
installed in the lounge and an air of 
festivity pervades the atmosphere. 

Jack Edwards went downtown for a 
few days to be with his wife, who came 
up to help him celebrate Christmas and 
his wedding anniversary. Jack is looking 


fine and making great strides down the 
road to health. 


CHORUS EQUITY—— 


(Continued from page 6) 
with no notice at all, and the Arbitra- 
tion Board decided in her favor. 

An award of $250 was won from the 
Unity Amusement Company, operating 
the Oxford Theater, Brooklyn, for the 
entire chorus of 10 members. The girls 
worked for a week and the show then 
closed without any closing notice having 
been posted. 

The show world responded with en- 
thusiasm and its time, talent and pur- 
chase of tickets to help make the Christ- 
mas ball and entertainment held at the 
Manhattan Opera House on the 2ist 
under the auspices of Actors’ Equity 
Association, Chorus Equity Association 
and the Theater Authority, Inc., a real 
success. Practically every well-known 
night club entertainer and band leader, 
plus a host of musical talent, took part 
in the show. Helen Morgan, William 
Morris Jr. and others bought boxes for 
the affair. Phe proceeds have not yet 
been totaled at this writing. They will 
go to help unemployed chorus people 
during the holiday season. 

Burgess Meredith, newly appointed 
vice-president of Actors’ Equity Associa- 
tion, was guest of honor and speaker 
at the quarterly meeting of Chorus 
Equity Association held last Friday at 
the Hotel Centre. Meredith spoke for 
the Coffee Bill, which provides for a 
Bureau of the Fine Arts under the 
federal government, and which is now 
before Congress. He explained the need 
for and the advantages of this bill, par- 
ticularly to people of the theater. Prank 
Gillmore, retiring president of Actors’ 
Equity Association, was also present and 
spoke. The meeting was one of the best 
attended in many months. Both chorus 
girls and men showed a lively interest 
in the talk given by Philip Loeb, a Coun- 
cil member, on the possibilities of audi- 
tions being arranged for chorus people, 
such as are now being planned for mem- 
bers of Actors’ Equity Association. Other 
Council members present were Mary 
Morris, Peggy Wood and Earle Larimore, 

Seventeen new members have joined 
the Chorus Equity Association in the 
past week. 

Chorus Equity is holding checks in 
settlement of claims for the following 
members: Adrian Anthony, Nancy Lee 
Blaine, Adele Butler, Charlotte Davis, 
Liela Gans, Gladys Harris, Eda Hedin, 
Marge Hylan, Marion Hylan, Fred 
Holmes, Lorraine Janee, Dorothy Mellor, 
Carol Raffin, Percy Richards, Ragna Ray 
and Carolyn Russ. 

CHORUS EQUITY ASSOCIATION. 


unions as counsel in running of its road 
projects as well as its Broadway units. 
Conference did not come to settlement 
of issue of an FTP unit in Equity. This 
and personnel policies will be thrashed 
out further at a second meeting which 
Meredith will call early next month. 

These FTP overtures to the unions are 
consistent with a policy being followed 
by other locals which have succeeded 
in making tieups with chambers of com- 
merce, private money sources and 
municipal governments. Three weeks 
ago Paul Edwards, administrator of the 
local four arts projects, gave an earful 
to the La Guardia administration on how 
important and desirable city spomsor- 
ship and co-operation would be to the 
projects. 
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THE YEAR 1937 


The year 1937 may be epitomized as the year of the 
payoff for the payout table games. Legal obstacles finally 
led to a serious decline in the market for these machines dur- 
ing the second half of the year and both 
manufacturers and operators felt the losses 
seriously. 

Whatever may be the official attitude 
toward the payout machines, they have had 
important consequences within the trade 
itself during the last two years. They pro- 
vided a stronger financial footing for a 
number of manufacturers; they decreased 
the volume of games manufactured and 
probably prevented a serious overcrowding 
of games in stores; they tended to stabilize quality and price 
in the games field, and also were the mainstay of the used 
games market. They also provided sources of quick money 
for operators wherever such games could be run. 


Most important benefit of the payout types of machines 
to the industry itself has been this fact that operators could 
use them for quick money while investing in and paying for 
more stable machines such as the high-grade phonographs, 
vending machines, etc. The music and vending machine 
divisions have often been critical of the games of chance as 
doing damage to the reputation of the industry. But the “fast 
money” payout machines have made it possible for a large 
number of professional operators to invest in high-grade 
music and vending machines. 

' The future of the payout types of machines is hard to 
predict at the close of 1937. The common talk within the trade 
is of “closed territory,” but at the same time there also appears 
in a number of centers a definite move by cities to license even 
the payout games, if possible under State statutes. All cities 
need revenue to meet rising expenses and the licensing of 
payout games is admirably suited to this purpose. The chief 
obstacle to licensing payout games in the future will probably 
come from pari-mutuel and bookie interests, due to supposed 
competition. 

The console type of payout machines became popular in 
1937 as a life-saver in this field and are still increasing in 
favor. The possibility of using these machines in clubs and 
semi-private locations came to the front in a number of places 
during the year and may be a promising field for the future. 

With the widespread legal hindrances to payout games, 
there began about the middle of 1937 one of the strongest 
legal. surges in the manufacturing industry that the trade 
has seen in many a year. The common cry from all quarters 
was for something legal, and the promise at the end of the 
year is that the 1938 Coin Machine Show will reveal many 
an example of machines created for the purpose of meeting 
all legal requirements for games of skill. There will be no 
diminishing in the models of games of chance offered, but 
the point of greatest interest at the beginning of 1938 will 
be the new ideas offered to conform to skill requirements. If 
novelty pinball games become a major item on the market 
again it will probably be due to some mechanism or method 
which will protect the operator in awards made to players 
by the locations. 


WALTER W. HURD 


The music field during 1937 continued to surprise both 
operators and manufacturers by its steady progress. Altho 
earnings per machine showed decreases, the music division 
continued to be the most optimistic and generally successful 
branch of the industry thruout the year. Automatic phono- 
graphs having been brought to a high stage of perfection, there 
was little mechanical progress to report. The expanse of the 
industry was due to the high quality of the machines, the 
work of the recording companies in furnishing new records 
and to the more reputable nature of the business. Charges 
of competitive evils grew during the year and also the use 
of smutty records caused some fears that there would be 
official opposition to the phonograph business. 


The future of the phonograph operating business depends 
a lot upon the success of the most popular types of locations. 
Hence music operators are vitally interested in the continued 
growth and success of taverns, clubs and other special types 
of locations that find the automatic phonograph a real asset. 
If a wave of prohibition sentiment should handicap the taverns 
it would also seriously affect the phonograph business. The 
replacement market in phonographs has grown to be a big 
market and will probably continue as the center of activity. 
Curiosity as to the future has been created by the promise 
of phonographs using film records instead of the disks. Manu- 
facturing firms in the phonograph field have contributed 
toward trying to maintain better standards in the operating 
field, more so than in any other branch of the industry, which 
has helped to maintain the music field at its high level. 


Vending machines continued their steady upswing dur- 
ing 1937, the first real comeback since the depression blow of 
1930. Bulk venders held a steady market thru the year, which 
began with repeal and was enlivened during 1937 by the 
increasing popularity of small novelties used in bulk mer- 
chandise. The high-grade cigaret vending machines made 
good progress with indications of new operating agencies 
becoming evident. It is apparent that the wholesale or retail 
tobacconist may become the operator of the future. Candy. 
bar machines did not attain the prominence during the year 
that had been expected, probably because operators are still 
waiting for a greater number of these venders on the market 
trom which to select. 


Some of the manufacturers of games turned to making — 


vending machines to add zest to the field. Pop-corn vending 
machines came into prominence at the close of the year and 
even ice-cream venders got into print again. Information cur- 
rent at the close of 1937 indicated that a number of new high- 
grade vending machines may soon become active items on 
the market. 

The most promising feature of the year was the surge 
to develop a wide variety of machines to meet all legal require- 
ments. It is not yet evident what that surge will produce. The 
use of table games, consoles, etc., to produce revenue for cities 
and to aid private charity holds promise for these types of 
machines and may make 1938 a much more optimistic year 
than 1937 has been. The hope of the music field is that it will 
hold its present high level of business and not begin to drop 
in 1938. All types of vending machines should continue to 
show progress during 1938, with many new types appearing. 
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P. $S—See you at the Show in Suite No. 611-617. 


The Week’s Best Records 


Selected by The Billboard From the Latest Recordings 


Released 


That phonograph operators may be more selective in buying records The 
Billboard presents this special feature. Each week’s popular dance and race 
records are heard, but only those with greatest play potentialities are listed. 


HORACE HEIDT 
Brunswick 8028 


SWEET MUSIC 


Rosalie (Horace calls out all his harmonizers to serenade a 
sweet gal), 

Sail Along, Silv’ry Moon (Makes you long for those lushy nights 
in June). 


SAMMY KAYE 
Vocalion 3886 


Sweet Like You (it’s the swing and sway Sammy they all like), 
I'm Laughing Up My Sleeve (not hysterical but harmonical with 
the vocal trio blending their voices for a delightful ditty), 


GEORGE HALL 
Vocalion 3887 


I've Hitched My Wagon to a Star (hitch this to your phono, 
what with Dolly Dawn as the star songstress), 

Let That Be a Lesson to You (and you can’t go wrong with 
delovely Dolly as the teacher). 


BENNY GOODMAN 
Victor 25726 


SWING MUSIC 


Life Goes to a Party (get out your back issues of Life and 
we'll all have a party with such terrific trumpet tooting), 

If Dreams Come True (in a slower tempo but they'll stay awake 
all night ‘to hear it). 


DUKE ELLINGTON 
Brunswick 8029 


Dusk in the Desert (a jungle jingle tansfermeds to a rhythmic 
and exotic rhapsody), 

Chatter-Box (the Duke has his pupils alin some fast double 
talk, but the tooting makes plenty sense). 


VINCENT LOPEZ 
Melotone 8-01-09 


Ham on Rye (what this country needs is a good 10-cent sand- 
wich with a nickel change), 

Goin’ Hollywood (after going around with Nola all these years, 
who would have thunk he’d go swingy on us, but good). 


‘ VOCAL 
ANDREWS SISTERS Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen (don’t ask questions, get it quick, if 
Decea 1562 not sooner), 
Nice Work If You Can Get It Tthere’l!l be nice nickels for these 
harmonizing gals and you'll get it). 
Hawaii Calls (by the writer of Sweet Leilani and with a vocal 
BOBBY BREEN choir backing him Cantor’s boy sings it sweetly), 
Bluebird 7320 Song of the Islands (you'll just drift and dream with the tide 
and the tune). 
BING CROSBY There’s a Gold Mine in the Sky (there’s always gold around 
Decca 1565 when Crosby goes Binging, this time with an organ keep- 
ing it in tune), 
In the Mission by the Sea (it's all sorta sad like, but you 
can't help liking it). 
INSTRUMENTAL and NOVELTY 
BENNY GOODMAN Where or When (the clarinet, piano and drums play a slow 
TRIO and easy swing that swings), 
BENNY GOODMAN = !'m 2 Ding Dong Daddy (the vibraphone player joins the daddies 
QUARTET and they beat out the stuff in traffic stopping time), 
Vietor 25725 


BILLY COSTELLO 
Decca 1573 


Let’s All Sing Like the Birdies Sing (bet you never heard 
birdies chirp like this fellow croaks), 

Barnacle Bill the Sailor (this lad is Pop-Eye, the seafaring; 
frog voice of the screen cartoons). 


GEORGIA WHITE 
Decea 7389 


RACE 


Alley Boogie (this husky gal likes her boogie and coon shouts it), 
Red Cap Porter (keep yo’ mind on yo’ baggage, man). 


TRACK TIME 


J-H- KEENE 


SKILL TIME 


DARK HORSE - FREE RACES 
all 
for a prosperous New Year 


Y & CO., INC. 


“Che House that Jack Buitt’” 


CHICAGO 


Detroit 


DETROIT, Dec. 25.—Mrs. William 
Vandenberg, who took over the scale 
business which her husband operated 
prior to his death last summer, has 
moved her headquarters to 15950 Lin- 
wood avenue. Her brother is assisting 
her in the operation of her routes. “As 
is to be expected at this time of the 
year, the scale business is a bit off,” 
she stated. “People don’t like to weigh 
themselves on an outdoor location with 
their heavy coats on, as they cannot 
ascertain their exact weight. I believe 
this business is due for a big pick-up 
when spring arrives,” Mrs. Vandenberg 
concluded. 


Formal opening of the Michigan Vend- 
ing Service store on Pingree avenue will 
be staged in a few days, Ralph Radner, 
who heads the firm, declared this week. 
Company is reported to be awaiting the 
arrival of a stock of machines. Radner 
stated that the firm will carry a com- 
plete line of standard venders for dis- 
tribution in this territory. 


Saul E. Gordon, of the Four-in-One 
Manufacturing Company, reports that 


business in the vending field is slowing 
up a bit due to the combination of 


"TWAS THREE KNIGHTS before 
Christmas and not a gal could 
sleep! (In case you cannot guess, 
these are three well-known Chicago 
distribs starting the new year early. 
See Men & Machines for identity.) 
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4503 Manchester Ave., St. Louis, Mo. 


several seasonal factors. One reason is 
the usual pre-Christmas slump, another 
is that operators here are waiting to 
look over new equipment at the coming 
show and consequently are not buying 
at this time. 


IT’S MOTO SCOOT FOR “RIDES” 


Write for Attractive Details. 
MOTO SCOOT MFG. COMPANY, 
1 219 S. Western Avenue, Chicago. 


MUST SELL 
BY JAN. Ist 


in ann ea oom > op 
on the 1 


other merchandise 
arrives! Bo" here are prices to, move "em Now: 
Last Week. Final. 
S—Jennings | Chiet, Mystery 
5c Play. Perfect "gunditien. on $37. 50 $27.50 
tanignnings Chief, Even Pay, 
P dennis mses: ‘take 24.50 19.50 
—_— 
25c rae eetecana SOE Gil 
—— Bive Front Bell, 10c 39.50 
oigelting bitsine, Us atop, Bo Piay, 
4—Watiing Rolatop, doe Hm 
4—Watling Rolatop, 25c Play, 20 
Watling ‘eee: acié 50 24.50 
EW. Write for Prices. 
3—Watling srolaton, Cherry, 
NEW. lor Prices. 
om Sos =. Cavaes & 9. 7.50 
is Dou i owe ae 12.50 
3—5c Paces Races, — Cab- 79.50 — 
4—Exhibit Novelty Merchant- ‘ sal 
ciinmiawWs we une 6 5. 19.50 
1—Stoner Daytona, NE e 
1—Bally Sores, ‘NEW _ 3s +4 
1—Bally Blue Bird... .... i. +4 
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Check Separator give extra 
yr checks ee + t= each 
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A. DALKIN co. 
4311-13 Ravenswood Ave., Chicago. 
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iT “puntos” PERMANENT, 
STEADILY. INCREASING 


INCOME IN A LEGITIMATE 
OPERATING: BUSINESS! 


- OP a 


HOT POPCORN, © . 
on 1 POP. . Stes 


PENDING 


U-POP-IT Is . 


a thoroughly perfected auto- 


matic corn- popping and 
vending machine! 


PRECISION-BUILT 


to stand up and deliver years 
of profitable service in thou- 
‘sands of locations. 


FULLY GUARANTEED 
against all hidden defects, a 

a product of DAYAL, backed 

by 29 years of successful 

_ manufacturing and business 

a experience — plus fair deel 


RANEL, INCORPORATED 
925 N. Hoyne Ave., CHICAGO, ILL. 
Affiliated with DAVAL MFG. Co. 


SOLD ‘ONLY To OPERATORS 
THROUGH DISTRIBUTORS 


Chi Bureau 
a Not Opposed 


@ 
Better Business Bureau 
states its policy on vend- 


ing machines 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—Coming as a valu- 
able contribution to a better under- 
standing between the vending machine 
trade and the purposes of Better Busi- 
ness Bureaus all over the country, Ken- 
neth Barnard, general manager of the 
Chicago Better Business Bureau, made 
an Official statement to The Billboard 
this week of the policies that the Chi- 
cago agency held in regard to vending 
machines, and cigaret vending machines 
in particular. 

The statement came in mse to 
criticism and misunderstandings which 
had been current in the vending ma- 
chine trade for some time following the 
ban on cigaret machines passed by the 
city council of Chicago in December of 
1936. (See The Billboard, December 11, 
1937.) 

That the Chicago Better Business 
Bureau is concerned only about certain 
“investment” propositions in connection 
with vending machines, in order to pro- 
tect the investing public, will come as 
encouraging news to the vending ma- 
chine trade generally. 

Mr. Barnard’s statement follows: 


Statement 

“From various sources in the vending 
machine industry the Chicago Better 
Business Bureau has learned of its re- 
puted unfriendliness to vending ma- 
chines, as such, and the method af- 
forded by them of distributing mer- 
chandise. . 

“The policy of Better Business Bu- 
reaus in respect to this and similar mat- 
ters is well defined. The bureaus have 
no quarrel whatever with any recognized 
method of distribution, whether it be re- 
tailing, direct selling or vending ma- 
chines. The sole interest of the Chi- 
cago Bureau, and other Better Business 
Bureaus is in seeing that such methods 
be free from misrepresentation ana 
fraud or from practices which take un- 
fair advantage of the consumer. 

“The Chicago Better Business Bureau 
at no time took any stand for or against 
cigaret vending machines. Inasmuch as 
it received no complaints regarding such 


‘ali yl) / Vy) Yy 


ey if 


machines, it follows that it had no quar- 
rel with them. No newspaper warnings, 
or interviews concerning them, were 
given out from this office, nor did the 
bureau at any time appear publicly in 
opposition to or in favor of them. 

“The bureau is, of course, deeply in- 
terested, from the standpoint of pro- 
tecting the public, in those “invest- 
ment” promotion schemes, closely con- 
nected with the sale of vending ma- 
chines, wherein unfair or fraudulent 
practices are an inherent part of the pic- 
ture. For example, I refer specifically 
to the sandwich vending machine pro- 
motions of several years ago. No legiti- 
mate vending machine manufacturer or 
company engaged in the vending ma- 
chine business would, I think, attempt 
to defend them. 


“There is nothing new in this policy 
of Better Business Bureaus and this 
statement is merely a reiteration of it, 
as it has been in effect thruout the 
years.” 


Advertising Stunts 
Help Place Scales 


By JOHN B. WINTHROP 


By showing the location owner how 
he can employ a scale to boost the sale 
of his products an enterprising operator 
frequently secures first-class locations 
for his weighing machines that could 
be acquired in no other way. Many 
ingenious ways have been found to se- 
cure scale spots. Among the best, how- 
ever, are those in which the ops have 
found some way to use the scale for ad- 
vertising purposes. 

There is a drug store in Greeley, Colo., 
which cleverly combines a weighing ma- 
chine with clock advertising at the 
corner store entrance. The machine is 
one of the modern low type. The clock 
is a little behind and above the face of 
the machine. The public pays its pen- 
nies to be weighed—gets the time free. 
There are no figures on this clock, how- 
ever. Instead there are small circles 
and within each a word.. The message 
around the clock reads, “Filling Prescrip- 
tions (the pharmacal abbreviation is 
used for this word) Is the Most Impor- 
tant Part of Our Business—Phone 800.” 
This clever machine-and-clock combina- 
tion advertises the store and pleases both 
the customers and the proprietor. 

In a Texas grocery there is a weighing 
machine with this sign above it, “Cor- 
rect Weight Here—and Thruout the 
Store!” 

Almost any type of business can adopt 
a sign which promotes sales in general. 
The dairy store, for example, can ad- 


Popmatic Automatic 
and Leslie Montouth 


PERSONNEL OF SLONE-BERTS MUSIC MASTERS, distributors for the 
pop-corn vender in Chicago and Northern Illinois. Left 
to right: Barney Jacobs, Clyde Fowler, John Swisher, Mr. and Mrs. F. H. Sloné 


to gain weight? Shou our 
= y nerodmatet™ The drug store 
sign near the penny scales can proclaim, 
“Want to reduce? Ask the clerk about 
4 our sure weight-reducing preparations.” 
The candy store can persuade, “Use these 
scales and keep fit by eating our pure 
4 candies. ”" These days “stunt” promo- 
b tons are at a premium, especially in 
grocery, drug, department store trades. 
An enterprising op can sell a store on a 
“stunt” bargain sale based on the weigh- 
ing machines. Inside the store a large 
sign will announce, “If you weigh 156 
pounds or over there are special bargains 
for you in the meat department. Bring 
a weight ticket with you.” Human na- 
ture is funny! There are a lot of peo- 
ple weighing over 150 who will fall 
for this appeal who otherwise would 
coldly pass up the bargains! 

Clever sales promotion stunt based on 
weight was that of the Graham Furni- 
ture Company, Boulder, Colo., which 
staged a popularity contest based on 
votes. For approximately three weeks 
candidates received credit for purchases 
in votes. On certain days every candi- 
date or his or her friend visiting the 
store received votes in proportion to 
weight. There were scales near the pro- 
motion booth. The offer was adver- 
tised and brought large response. 


The examples given here are 
gestive. The “op” who will master the 
advertising possibilities of his machines, 
learn how persuasively to present them, 
can constantly secure spots, boost his 
take and enjoy all the pleasures which 
come with a fat bank roll. 


Automat Workers 


Receive Bonus 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Adhering to a 
25-year-old custom, $235,000 was dis- 
tributed in Christmas bonuses during 
the past week among the more than 
4,000 employees of the Horn & Hardart 
Automat restaurants of this city. Cou- 
pled with the bonus came the announce- 
ment from Joseph V. Horn that Auto- 
mat employees “now and always have 
received higher regular wages than 
those paid by other restaurants.” No 
reference was made to the strike called 
against the chain early in August by 
two locals of A. F. of L. restaurant 
workers, 


UPRE-INVENTORY BARGAINSAY 
NOVELTY GAME 
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Carnival .. 29 Excel ..... &. 
Track Meet. 32.50 cooky ... 14.50 
Daval Base Booster ... 17 
all 14.50 Tackle .... 6. 
AUTOMATIC PAYOU 
«+ -$27.50 a . -$17.50 
All Stars .. 12.50 Pace 


Winner ... 32.50 New Mo- 
Hialeah ... 17.50 tors ... 127.50 
8. 8. Ray’s Track, 


chandl 69.50 Turt Onainps aF:50 
andiser . d 
PHONOGRAPHS. 

20——Wurlitzer 412s .........$119.50 
22—Wuriitzer 312s ........,, 117.50 
1—Wurlitzer P-12 .......... 89.50 
1—Wurlitzer P-10 .......... 69.50 
1—Seeburg Symphonola 36s.... 99.50 
: 69.50 
s 


5—Seeburg Selectophone De Luxe 
—Milis Dance Master ........ 44.50 
Terms: 1/3 with Order, Balance C, O. D. 
AUTOMATIC AMUSEMENT CO. 
1000 Pennsylvania Street, Evansville, Ind. 
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CONRAD CO., BA-186, ALTOONA, PA. 


F R E E ! 1938 WHOLESALE 


CATALOG 


Has 260 pages of 
World-Wide Bar- 
| gains, 4,000 sales- 
1} men’s specialties, 15 

selling plans, new 


| sale prices. This 
catalog Is FREE. 
Send for a copy To- 
day. 
SPORS CO., 
1-37 Erle 8t., 
Le Center, Minn. 
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January 1, 1938 


AMUSEMENT MACHINES 


(MERCHANDISE SECTION) 


REVIEW OF 1937 


Editor’s Note: The following outline 
of the principal news events and topics 
occurring in the coin machine industry 
during the year 1937 is taken from the 
consecutive issues of The Billboard. The 
dates are those of the issues in which 
the events are recorded and not the date 
of the actual happening of the event. 

January 2—The editorial in the first 
issue of The Billboard in 1937 suggested 
that the year 1936 had been chiefly 
characterized by the rise of the major 
games and devices and that payout types 
of table games had largely replaced 
novelty games. . . . Last-minute plans 
for the 1987 Coin Machine Show were 
the principal topic. . . . An operating 
firm in Chicago obtained a temporary 
injunction to délay the famous Chicago 
ban on cigaret vending machines. 


January 9—The Pre-Convention issue 
of The Billboard featuring the “On to 
Chicago” slogan. . . . News of the spe- 
cial delegations to the 1937 convention 
was the most important topic. ...A 
special meeting of the Coin Machine 
Operators’ Association of Kentucky 
called in Louisville to consider stressing 
legal problems. 

January 16—The big 1937 Coin Ma- 
chine Convention issue of The Billboard. 
. . «. Feature articles music, aes 
games, legal suggestions, etc. . . 
symposium by prominent distributors 2 
to their views of the year ahead... . 
New coin chutes come into prominence 
in the news. . . . Associations of opera- 
tors make reports of their work during 
the year 1936. 


January 23—Post-Convention issue of 
The Billboard, with complete editorial 
interpretation of trends seen at the 
show and also complete news coverage. 
. . . Attendance at 1937 show approxi- 
mately 7,500; 3,400 tickets for the an- 
nual banquet sold. . . Distributor- 
jobber group has widest representation 
at the convention. . . . The larger and 
more expensive machines, such as bowl- 
ing games, targets, phonographs, cigaret 
machines, etc., attracted commercial at- 
tention. . . . Pinball games, both pay- 
out and novelty models, seen to be 
merely a part of a big industry. e 6 
Chicago newspapers were more liberal 
than ever in publicity to show. . . . List 
of exhibitors at the annual convention. 


January 30—News of legislative bills 
begins to increase. . . . Report of bills 
in Pennsylvania and Colorado for li- 
censing games. . . . Cincinnati official 
says Ohio statutes not clear on what 
constitutes gambling. . . Prench coin 
machine editor makes tour pf West to 
observe coin machine industry... . Re- 
port 4,200 phonographs in Cook County 
(l.) locations. . . Milwaukee council 
avoids popular vote of licensing pinball 


. ames. 


February 6—Floods in Ohio and Mis- 
tissippi valleys. . . . The Billboard 
Printed in Chicago. . . . Tax bill ap- 
pears in New York Assembly. . . . News 
of flood conditions in stricken centers. 

February 13—Damon Runyon, colum- 
ist, begins to write of Florida situation 
under slot machine license; he favors 
licensing if pari-mutuels are licénsed. 

. Report ice-cream vender on test 
m New York. 


February 20—New York jobbers try 
Tevival of jobbers’ association. . . . 
Pittsburgh operators put on membership 
drive. . . . Chicago city council, in look- 
ing for revenue, considers pinball license. 
: Coin machine trade studies Bank 
Nicht case in Chicago and hopes theaters 
Win. . . . Will Hudson, composer, says 
automatic phonographs help to popu- 
larize music. . Toys in bulk venders 
begin to get big attention. 

Febfuary 27—Wisconsin Association of 
Coin Machine Operators is incorporated. 

- . New Jersey mass meeting revives 
Operators’ organization. . . . Call for 


Ohio operators to meet in Columbus for 
organization purposes. . . . Slot ma- 
chine license bill introduced in Indiana. 

March 6—License bill in Minnesota 
introduced by committee... . Paul A. 
Plaschke, Louisville cartoonist, who 
popularized pinball games in his 
sketches, comes to Chicago as cartoonist 
for Hearst papers. . . . Digest of licerme 
bills introduced in Maine and New 
Hampshire. . . . Wisconsin coinmen ap- 
pear before assembly to oppose bill... . 
Indiana tax bill dropped. . . . French 
government issues stricter rules for op- 
erating games. . « Hugh Burras be- 
comes sales manager of Western Equip- 
ment and Supply Company... . 
Tightening of liquor board rules on 
games in Detroit begins. . . . License 
bill introduced in Iowa House. 

March 18—Druggists in Tulsa, Okla., 
appeal to mayor to allow amusement 


games. . . . Omaha distributor shows 
yaa pala machines, a Regina 


paper, publishes teen news about coin- 
Operated machines. . . . Prench coin 
machine editor writes his views of 1937 
Coin Machine Show. . . . Three li- 
censes required on machines help to 
confuse the Florida situation. 


March 20—Pittsburgh phonograph 
erators hold series of meetings to dis- 
cuss problems. . . . New York conven- 
tion bureau invites 1938 Coin Machine 
Show to be held in New York City. 

March 27—A Milwaukee jury voted in 
favor of pinball games. . . . News re- 
ports of the British coin machine show. 
. . . L. V. Hodgson writes of British 
hospitality. 

April 3—Advertising Post of American 
Legion, Chicago, called it Jim Mangan 
Day, when James T. an addressed 
the body on Selling by Giving. . . 
Editorial observations on the hotel con- 
vention in Chicago and its relation to 
coin machine industry. .. Edward 
Graves, London, writes how rearmament 
is affecting coin machine trade... . 
Michigan operators hold annual meeting. 
... « Suggestion of gifts of phonograph 
records to institutes for blind. . . 
Pennsylvania operators meet in Harris- 
burg to discuss legislation. . . . Wis- 
consin Assembly killed Bill 28-A... . 
Detroit tavern order rescinded. .. 
Leo J. Kelly publishes Meet the Coin 
Machine Man. 

April 10—Operators’ forum editorial. 
. . « Pree-play idea for table games ap- 
proved by Virginia statute. ... The 
Portland Oregonian daily devotes full 
page to pro and con of pinball games. 
‘ . Pittsburgh operators have gay 


April 17—Discussion of prices comes 
out into the news columns... . South 
Dakota operators begin petitions for 
popular vote on two extreme anti-slot 
machine laws. . . . Maryland Legisla- 
ture voted to legalize bookies on April 
6. . . . New York Times gives informa- 
tion on lotteries. . . . With Oklahoma 
license law still held pending popular 
vote, Legislature votes heavy debt for 
Oklahomans. . . . Maryland Legislature 
passes what is probably most consistent 
license bill in history of trade. 

April 24—Favorable editorials on pin- 
ball appear in Poughkeepsie (N. Y.) 
Sunday Courier and The Tobacco Record. 
. . « Miamt Herald, which fought the 
Florida slot license, portrays bigness of 
racing in Florida. . . . New Wisconsin 
bill appears in Assembly with double- 
license feature. 

May 1—Discussion of Paramount’s pic- 
ture King of Gamblers, which pre- 
tended to be “expose” of slot machines 
(picture unsuccessful to producers). 
.- . « Detroit music operators move to- 
ward organization. .. . New Jersey-cigaret 
operators adopt program to co-operate 
with local groups. . . Announcement 
of Texas State meeting for May 16. e, =, © 


HEADQUARTERS FOR 


CHARMS!!! 


NEW—DIFFERENT 
SPECIAL ASS'T | 8ScaGr. 


Write for Quantity Prices, Plus Postage. 


ASSOCIATED ENTERPRISES, INC., 
Chicago, Ii. 


Pure Oil Building, 


Wisconsin Bill No. 863-A makes appear- 
ance. . . . Bill Rabkin returns from 
Europe. . . . Chicago juvenile organiza- 
tion makes very reasonable report on 
taverns in city. a 
appears in’ Oklahoma. .. Florida 
operators use petitions to defend slot 
license. 

May 8—Joe Fishman elected as execu- 
tive director of Amalgamated operators 
in New York. . . . President Roosevelt 
lashes stock-market gambling. ... 
U. S. mints turn out 80 per cent more 
emall coins. . . U. S. Circuit Court 


affirms Chicago ban on cigaret venders. 


- « « Meeting of Philadelphia operators. 
Texas State operators’ meeting 
postponed. . . AMmnouncements of 
French coin. machine show. 

May 15 — Amalgamated association 
(New York) holds mass meeting... . 
Wisconsin Skill Games Board favors li- 
censing. . . . F. E. Turner, Automatic 
Merchandisers’ Association of Michigan, 
issues warning against vending machine 
“investment” schemes. . . . Page of 
greetings to delegates at French Coin 
Machine Show in Paris. . . . Milwaukee 
pinball license in court test. es 
Louis operators act to put over bill. 
+ « « Theodore Dreiser writes for li- 
censing games to New York Times... . 
New York Times publishes brief but 
favorable editorial May 2... . John A. 
Fitzgibbons issues appeal to comply with 
public opinion, which became trade 
watchword for 1937. . . . Explanation of 
Vermont bill. 


May 22—Kentucky Derby has meaning 
for trade. . . . Michigan slot bill makes 
appearance. . . . Petitions tg fight 
cigaret tax in Chicago. . . . Lee (P. S.) 
Jones reports on national lottery in 
Italy. . . . Rolfe Stanley ae ye 
killed in car accident. Review of 
fight on Florida slot license. 

May 29—Music sales up in Detroit 
area. . . . Manufacturers’ association 
elects officers for 1937. . . . Editorial 
review on trend (?) to merchandise 
prizes with slot machines, games, etc. 
. . . Kenosha, Wis., passes license. 

June 5—Death of John D. recalls how 
charity and good publicity cover a 
multitude of sins. . . . National candy 
trade meets in Chicago May 24 to 28. 

. . Wisconsin Bill 836-A killed in 
Assembly. . New England bets 
heavily on the races, says The New York 
Times. . . . Florida Legilature passes 
bill to end slot machine license on 
October 1. 


June 12—Pinball license in Maryland 
takes effect as part of major relief pro- 
— . . .« Resort spots show rush busi- 

1 California operators discuss 
the bills that did not pass. . + . Texas 
operators re-elect officers. 

June 19—List of exhibitors at the 
Paris show. . . . Announcement of date 
of the 19388 Coin Machine Show... . 
Vending trade opposes Wisconsin tax 
Me fits Wisconsin operators form 
policy for monthly meetings. «wien 
ventor discusses photo cells in games. 
. . . Missouri sales tokens worry opera- 
tors. . . New York jobbers discuss 
trade-in prices. 

June 26—Michigan gets bill which 
would prevent “gold rush” by licensing 
operators who had been residents of 
State and county for a definite period. 
. . . Iowa operators plan rally. . 
Literary Digest gives liberal publicity to 
Mutoscope devices. 

July 3—Kentucky happenings recall 
famous 1933 decree. . . . Chicago de- 
partment store publishes ad on gam- 
bling. . . . Reduction in phonograph 
tax in North Carolina. . State-wide 
survey of amusement games planned for 
Massachusetts by State commission. 
. . . High-score prizes ruled legal by 
Louisville judge. . . . Big farm income 
to aid operators. 

July 10—England builds ray light 
game. . . . New York operators talk 
smutty phonograph records. 
. . . New Jersey cigaret operators take 
annual yacht trip. . . . New ice-cream 
vender offered in New York. 

July 17—Philadelphia crime commis- 
sion does not lambast coin machines as 
had been ‘feared. . . . Mint pours out 
flood of coins. . . . Iowa association 
gets injunction against severe anti-slot 
law applied to pinball games... . Big 
toy convention in Chicago. . . . New 
York music ops talk of bie ee 
Chewing-gum tax to be continued by 
federal government. . . . Minneapolis 
operators support tavern association. 
. « « Wisconsin operators meet July 14. 
. . . Great Lakes Exposition aids Cleve- 
land operators. 

July 24—-Max Jude, South African 
distributor, sails for home. . . . Michi- 
gan Securities Commission hits “invest- 
ment” schemes of. promoting vending 
machines. 

July 31— National cigaret operators 
meet in Atlantic City... . . Old 1907 law 
in Pennsylvania dug up to use against 
Pinball games. tors in Paris, 
France, form association. ~ 
Clinic patients enley pinball games. 

(To be continued) 


DIAMOND BELL 


The above machine is the first 

and only Bell type machine on 

the market with a coin top show- 

ing the last 8 coins, the best pro- 

tection against slugs. 

Built for 1¢-5c-10c-25c Play 
Made Only By 


WATLING MFG. CO. 


4640-4660 W. FULTON ST. 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


Est. 1889—Tel.: COLumbus 2770. 
Cable address “WATLINGITE,” Ohicago. 


Used Three Months 


Like New! 
U-NEED-A-PAK ‘JUNIOR’ 
3 COLUMNS 


yn 
Complete With 
Stand. 

Barber Shops, Beauty 


Operates With Three 
° Nickels or Nickel and 
pa. Saeniae Dime. 

teed A-1 Con- Return Coin Device. 
dition, Send for Com- $ Height’ with Cabinet, 
plete List of Used Cig- nches. 
arette Machines. . Capacity. 45 Packs. 
1/3 Deposit Must/X. L. COIN MACHINE 


All, Or- | CO. 353 Washington St., 
BUILD A PROFITABLE AND 
PERMANENT BUSINESS 


ders, Balance ©. 0. ’ 

WITH THE NEW a 
STANDARD CIGARETTE fia" + 
VENDORS... Lou 


8 COLUMNS — 200 PACKS 


-00 


rot AS 


Terms: 4 £73 Ss ny a A by ay Order, 


ti Sow Your tnd iad. 
Immediate Deliveries. 


Standard-Sales- Mfg-CO. 


133 W. CENTRAL PARKWAY, 
CINCINNATI, OHIO. 


LOU BERMAN OFFERS 


GUARANTEED 
USED GAMES 
Genco Roll- Hold 'Em ;°%, 8.00 
Over ...... $15.00 Round World. 19.50 
Outboard ... 22.50 —_ PePpor 5.00 
Daytona .... 29.50 » %. Bd. 13.50 
Homestretch . 31.50 Bocster 12.50 
Long Beach.. 31.50 Lights (Out. Out.. 8.00 
Carnival .... 31.50 . 32.50 
Davai B. — x 50 
lectophones, 1936 Mod- 
el wil Trade for Pay Tables or 
ber wy oa $48 40.606 6d 6066 50 
2——Mills Dancemasters ......... «+. 39.50 
4—Exhidit Shoot-A-Lite .......... onus 


5—Exhibit Rotary Merchandisers. 
TERMS—1 /3 Cash with Order, Bal. ‘é. ~ >. 


L. BERMAN & CO., 
123 N. W. Sth Street, Evansvitie, Ind, 
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AMUSEMENT MACHINES (MERCHANDISE SECTION) 


MINORS 


According to the comments received from readers, the editorial on Minors was the most popular editorial 
published for the coin machine trade during 1937. Reprinted from The Billboard, September 18, 1937. 


September is the month for schools to open again and 
every operator knows that children may become a problem 
to him as well as to parents and teachers. 


The cases in which minors have been used as a reason 

for opposing coin-operated games are numerous. And minors 

have been used as a smoke screen for 

opposition to vending machines in more 

instances than would appear on the 

surface. So the subject of minors is 

‘ almost of general interest to the coin 
machine trade. 


That there is a real problem of reg- 
ulation and control is fully understood 
as <a by all coin machine operators. The great 
WALTER W. HURD Majority of professional operators have 

families of their own and understand the 
problems that modern parents face with their children. So 
that officials and parents’ organizations always find responsi- 
ble operators ready to go the second mile in plans to pre- 
vent children from squandering their spare money on coin- 
operated games. 

Since coin-operated games are a comparatively modern 
development all laws relating to them are still in the experi- 
mental stage. Several cities have had local legislation in effect 
for many years now, long enough to demonstrate that the 
problem of minors can be handled effectively when common 
sense prevails. It has been clearly shown that a reasonable 
amount of co-operation between officials, operators and mer- 
chants will solve the problem of play by minors. 


In almost every case of drawing up local and State legis- 
lation for the control of machines the question of minors has 
been a leading topic. Legislation has usually prescribed that 
minors are forbidden to play coin-operated games and in 
other cases that games must not be located within so many 
yards of a school or church. Other legislation has sought to 
prohibit games in certain types of stores, such as candy stores, 
which children are known to frequent. 


Entering into the question of play by minors is the fact 
that many parents today have no objection to their children 
playing the games and in fact teach them to play. So rea- 
soned legislation on the subject forbids play by minors “except 
when, accompanied by parent or guardian.” The fact that 
mechanical games strongly appeal to children today is one 
of the results of the machine age. Pioneers in the coin ma- 
chine field recall that 20 years ago it was almost necessary to 
teach adults how to play all types of coin machines. Today 
children understand the mechanism of games almost as if 
they were trained mechanics. Thus it is safe to predict that 
mechanical games will become an accepted part of our amuse- 
ment world as the present young generation grows up. 


Professional operators understand all the factors that 
enter into the situation and are willing to co-operate with 
officials, parents and teachers. Such co-operative effort is 
already at work in many cities. In one large industrial city 


the operators maintain two employees who act promptly to 
remove any device when a complaint is made by parents. The 
success of the plan is shown by the fact that games have been 
operated continuously in the city ever since the games became 
a popular form of amusement. 


There are extremists, of course, who argue that all coin- 
operated machines are demoralizing to youth and hence should 
be banned, without any recognition of their place in the mod- 
ern world. They are as shortsighted and unfair as the few 
greedy operators and merchants who violate all the rules to 
grab a few nickels from children. In other words, there are 
trouble makers on both sides who must be reckoned with 
when working out local plans of regulation and control. 


It is regrettable that there are persons in every business 
who are greedy in the extreme and refuse to conform to 
the rules of doing business. There are greedy operators in 
the coin machine field and it requires the co-operation of 
officials, parents, teachers and legitimate operators to control 
them. There are also greedy merchants who will jeopardize 
the games in an entire city by trying to grab pennies and 
nickels from minors. The merchant where games are 
located must bear an important responsibility in prevent- 
ing play by minors and hence should be considered in all 
plans for regulation. 


Agitators frequently stir up the question of play by 
minors to the extreme. It has been made an issue in many 
political campaigns and present office holders have been 
accused of “corrupting. the morals of youth” by allowing 
amusement games to run. It is a reflection on the intelligence 
of voters that such questions can be agitated to cover up more 
important issues. Nevertheless it is done in many campaigns. 
Other agitators find the youth question an easy way to get 
publicity and hence they make sensational charges about 
the bad influence of amusement games on children. 


Tragic incidents sometimes flare up to start a wave of 
criticism of the games. An example of this may be cited. 
In.a large city a number of boys were gathered around a pin- 
ball game in a store owned by a peculiar lady. The boys 
became noisy and she ordered them out of the store. As they 
ran she fired a gun at them and one of the boys fell dead. The 
tragic incident had all the makings of a city-wide crusade 
against pinball games. But a big crime story broke in the 
newspapers about the same time and the pinball story was 
forgotten. Any thinking person would realize, of course, that 
the mental condition of the woman rather than the games 
was to blame. 


The question of minors also reaches out to affect such 
machines as cigaret venders and even phonographs where the 
so-called smutty records are used. When cigaret venders 
were banned in a large city recently the public reason was 
that “minors could buy from the machines.” In the back- 
ground was clever agitation by chain and department stores 


to stop the sale of cigarets thru other channels than in 
their stores. 


Thus the question of minors can be agitated for many 
selfish purposes. 
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AMUSEMENT MACHINES (MERCHANDISE SECTION) 


, 


The Billboard 


The Begins 

The next issue of The Billboard, dated 
January 8, will begin the story of 1938, 
with machines and their makers promi- 
nent in the news. New machines nat- 
urally come to the fore, but the full line 
of machines now actively on the market 
form the big framework of the coin 
machine industry. 


The Pre-Convention issue of The Bill- 
board, dated January 15, will attempt to 
do justice to the full line of staple ma- 
chines on the market by publishing a 
sort of Market Guide, which will list 
the complete line of machines and prod- 
ucts offered by manufacturers insofar as 
we have the reports. 

But at the same time manufacturers 
will be telling our readers many details 
concerning machines, both new and 
those already well known, in every issue 
of The Billboard up to and following the 
1938 Coin Machine Show. 

The coin machine industry is a busi- 
ness of inventing, designing, building 
and operating coin-operated machines. It 
is a continuous story of machines! Ma- 
chines! MACHINES! 

The paramount question with the op- 
erator is: What’s new? And the adver- 
tising and reading columns of The Bill- 
board have attempted to tell that story 
with enthusiasm during 1937, week by 
week. The story will continue thru 1938. 

The MEN & MACHINES column was 
initiated with the idea of using per- 
sonal mention items and also short, 
snappy mention of new machines. The 
personal mention items found their 
place mostly under the separate city 
headings, and we have had rather faith- 
ful reporting of persons from such cities 
as Detroit, New Orleans, Boston, etc. 

. The original idea of this column was 
to give some rather brief and snappy 
reports of machines, but most manufac- 
turers seem to prefer to tell their own 
story about their machines in separate 
hews items, with appropriate headings. 
So that leaves the MEN & MACHINES 
column rather as a kind of runover sec- 
tion where items that don’t fit in some- 
where else may be used in this column. 

The idea has been frequently sug- 
gested that more humor be added to the 
coin machine pages. Jim Mangan and 
Joe Huber have both urged more artistic 
food in the form of pictures of pretty 
girls. I prefer good, clean (?) humor to 
pictures of pretty girls, but every man 
has his own taste. Besides, an editor is 
treading on slippery ground when he 
Permits or uses wisecracks about any- 
thing or anybody. Somebody is likely to 
be offended when fun is enjoyed at his 
expense. 

The theme of “Baby Production” was 
introduced during 1937 to add some zest 
to the business of giving babies a good 
start in life. The poor little innocent 


A. C. SWEETMAN, vice-president 
of the Automatic Merchandisers’ 
Association of Iowa. 


babies can’t kick enough to stop the 
fun, so it is presumed safe to antici- 
pate a “Bigger and Better Babies” col- 
umn thru 1938. 


My memoirs of 1937 would not be com- 
one without some of the brickbats and 

uuquets which I keep in my private 
collection. Here are my favorite ones 
for 1937: 


“Gentlemen, I introduce to you that 
old sourpuss, that long-faced editor who 
has done more to destroy the coin ma- 
-chine industry than anybody else in it.” 
— Jimmy Johnson, Western Equipment 
and Supply Company. 

“I sent you a cartoon clipped from 
The Chicago Daily Times which you 
might use on your editorial page some 
time. I think the cartoons in the cen- 
ter of your editorials make a much bet- 
ter appearance than your own picture 
which you have been using lately.”— 
Helen L. Bindel, J. P. Seeburg Corpora- 


“I read your stuff every week, as far 
as I have time. That is, I read most of 
it, enough to tell that it’s hooey, but 
pretty good hooey. It may do some 
good.”"—Perc. Smith, Exhibit Supply 
Company. 

“Why don’t you get that g——_d——_- of 
yours outside sometimes and learn 
what’s going on in the world?”—Jim 
Buckley, Bally Manufacturing Company. 


The“Three Knights Before Christ- 
mas” shown in holiday garb else- 
where in this issue are none other 
than, left to right, Mar Glass, Joe 
Schwartz and Roy Bazelon, Chicago 
distributors. 


Right To Gamble 


(Reprinted from The Milwaukee Sen- 
tinel, November 23, 1937. 

Cheating at*gambling, not gambling 
itself, is sinful, the Rev. H. A. Velte, 
pastor of St. Boniface Catholic Church, 
Milwaukee, declared recently. In a stir- 
ring defense of bingo playing for modest 
prizes, he said: 

“To read some of our daily papers one 
would be led to believe gambling is a 
sin. Just a few years back people tried 
to make us believe drinking was a sin 
and in their fanaticism brought about 
prohibition. They failed to distinguish 
between the use and abuse of the thing. 


Life Is a Gamble 

“Gambling in itself is not a sin. 
People are gambling when they insure 
their property. People who invest their 
money in stocks or business ventures 
gamble. Everything in life is more or 
less a gamble. The only thing we are 
sure of is death and taxes.” 

Father Velte said individuals have the 
right to gamble, provided they can affora 
it, just as they have the right to spend 
surplus money on travel, music or “legi- 
timate” entertainment. 

He continued: “When you or I play 
@ game of cards or indulge in a game of 
golf, to add zest to the game we play 
for small stakes. We are doing no one 


& wrong providing we can spare the 
money. 

“But you say there is danger of con- 
tracting a habit which may become 
a vice. Granted, but there are millions 
of people who can gamble without con- 
tracting a vice. Should the 99 per cent 


of good people be penalized for the 
abuses of the 1 per cent? 
Stritch Quoted 

To substantiate his argument, Father 
Velte quoted from the letter recently 
sent to priests by Archbishop Samuel 
Stritch: 

“Any man who risks money which he 
cannot afford easily to risk, sins, and 
anything which encourages the habit of 
gambling among young people is an 
occasion of sin. Let us add, if one 
cheats in gambling, he sins.” 

Too much of anything is bad, Father 
Velte said. Then, concerning the game 
which has aroused a storm of contro- 
versy among clergymen as well as lay- 
men, he asked: “Is bingo playing, which 
is being indulged in by various church 
organizations, wrong? 

“No! Thrice no, notwithstanding what 
the newspapers say against it. How 
absurd to think that, when parents and 
their children sit down to a game that 
costs them a little 35 cents for the sake 
of the thrill that comes when they or 
their friends win a prize. 

“Of course, even this innocent game 
can be carried to the extreme. Lest it 
be, we must exercise the Christian virtue 
of temperance which enjoins upon every 
Christian that he of amuse- 
ments moderately. 

“What is to prevent the abuse? Our 
own will power plus the grace of God. 
That failing, the authorities, both 
church and civil, step in. We can trust 
our police and common council to do 
this. We have the example of last 
— where our own archbishop did 

In a final excoriation of those who 
“are not content with the Ten Com- 
mandments,” Father Velte declared: 

“They want to add a few pet injunc- 
tions of their own and impose them 
upon unwilling thousands. Would that 
they devoted their time to graver im- 
moralities which are corroding not only 
individuals but society.” 


Put New Games in 
Your Best Spots 


By DWIGHT ABBOTT 


If the experience of James Boyle, of 
the Boyle Amusement Company of Okla- 
homa City, has taught him one thing, it 
is to follow the soundest of all amuse- 
ment machine trade policies—placing the 
newest and best equipment in the best 
locations. 

What locations are the best? Boyle 
can tell you at a glance which is best. 
He believes the weekly report is not 
enough. That is why the eight or nine 
collectors for Boyle check in every morn- 
ing, leaving behind them not only the 
money collected during the previous 
day’s rounds, but the report on each 
machine, location by location. “It only 
takes the collector about 15 minutes 
in the morning to do this,” Boyle in- 
sisted. “This gives the office a day-to- 
day record, which enables us to know 
what each location is doing all the time.” 

Once a week the coliectors file a re- 
port, based on the daily report, on a 
wider ledger sheet, showing the total in- 
come from locations for the week. As 
the figures grow across the page the 
office has at a glance an idea of which 
locations are building up, which are 
getting by and which are running at a 


“When a collector calls me up and asks 
for a new machine for a certain location 
I can refer to the files and tell in a mo- 
ment whether it will be profitable to 
comply with his request. Unless the lo- 
cation is drawing top patronage a new 
machine is not in order. If it is running 
at a loss it is best to pull out and leave 
the location to somebody else. From 
that time on we can have the place 
spotted as a poor location and won’t 
be caught on it again.” 

Such records, Boyle pointed out, are 
the only sound way to run a coin ma- 
chine business. Without them, the op- 
erator is at the mercy of his competitors, 


and machines that are to be. . 


We thank those advertisers who have been willing to take a back seat 
until next week so that the editorial staff could get a breathing spell 


during Christmas. 


Puffless Issue 


Up to this minute the present issue of the coin machine section has been 
designed to be a “PUFFLESS ISSUE,” in which publicity for advertisers will 
be held out to make a more impressive story of the mass of machines that 
are on the market at the beginning of 1938. The issue of The Billboard 
dated January 8 should have a lot of information about machines that are 
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POPMATIC MANUFACTURING CO. 


5147 NATURAL BRIDGE AVENUE 


ST LOUIS MISSOURI 


DUO - VEND 


THE OPERATORS’ CHOICE 


2. tments—Will vend all kinds of nuts 
and candies together with toy-mix. Removable 
merchandise compartment. Finished in a beauti- 
ful red with black trim. 


DISTRIBUTORS- 
JOBBERS and 
ROUTE MEN 


Write for Details. 
1c Vender—Capacity 10 Ibs. 
Size—18” High, 7” x 8”. 
Rejects Tax Tokens. 
Shipping Weight, 24 Ibs. 
PRICE ON APPLICA- 
TION. 


DUO-VEND SERVICE CORPORATION 


35 East Wacker Drive, CHICAGO. 


OW PRICES 


"= On Peanut and Ball Gum 
Venders. 


cm WRITE FOR 
L 


Also Table Size Venders. 


Self-Serv Mfg. Co. 


S. Broad and Wieckman Sts., 
Palmyra, N. J}. 


BIG - BEAUTIFUL 


Highly Polished Aluminum, baked on 
satin finish. Best buy on the market. 
Money back if not satisfied. 


PRICE: $2.59 wish 8:th: Bout 
Sample, 50c Extra for Postage. 
Write for antity Prices. 25% 

er. 


ith 
LITTLE NUT VENDORCO., Lansing, Michigan 
guessing where to install added equip- 
ment. “Thirty locations, say, represent 
a lot of money invested. Records are 
just as important to a business of our 


kind having this much invested as to 
any other.” 


Contrary to supposition, the Oklahoma 
Citian finds that the new machine for 
the best location is the only sound policy. 
Whenever his firm acquires one it picks 
out one of the best drawing machines 
to replace with the new one. “We find 
it far better to build up an untried loca- 
tion, or even a poor one, on old machines. 
It is just simply a waste of good money 
to pick out the worst paying location on 
the list and put in the newer, better 
equipment.” 
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The Phono Op and 
His Local Adviser 


By JOHN B. WINTHROP 
Little details of salesmanship often 


contribute mightily to net returns. The ~ 


Texas operator who is the “hero” of this 
report is a good example. Why is the 
Green Mountain Cafe such a good spot, 
and why does this operator hold it year 
after year against all comers? The an- 
swer is that the operator has a live 
member there of his phonograph music 
“advisory council.” 


“Advisory council” is just a fancy 
name—the idea is really a simple one. 
His Green Mountain Cafe assistant is 
Mrs. Joe Stivak, wife of the owner. Mrs. 
Stivak is music-minded. Not only does 
she have genuine taste and judgment of 
her own, but she takes pride in the fact. 
Her husband knows about as much about 
music as a tropical alligator knows about 
snow. 

On practically every visit, therefore, 
the Texas op has a confab with Mrs. 
Stivak. What does the crowd like? 
What does it turn down? What is the 
reason that the receipts are up or down? 
What comments has she heard? What 
suggestions has she for future records? 

At this point the op usually brings 
forth the current copy of The Billboard, 
and together with Mrs. Stivak he goes 
over the list of the Five Best Record 
Sellers for the previous week, as well as 
the Sheet-Music Leaders and The Bill- 
board’s review of The Week’s Best Re- 
cords. Together they choose and reject 
until a definite program for the coming 
week is selected. 

Now, the lady’s judgment is really 
good. What’s more, a subtle psychology 
is present. Records which Mrs. Stivak 


. Strongly indorses, and which the op 


makes it his business to supply, some- 
how or other have a way of going over 
in great shape with the Green Mountain 
Cafe crowd. Morever, Mrs. Stivak likes 
music and is not averse to playing tunes 
for her own enjoyment, too. 

One of the first questions this Texas 
operator asks himself after installing a 
machine in a new location is, “Who is 
there around here who knows music?” 
Sometimes it is a waitress, sometimes the 
proprietor himself, sometimes, too, there 
is none and the operator must rely on 
his own judgment. . 

He prefers to have a “local adviser,” 
however, for he knows that such a per- 
son can be of great assistance in telling 
him of the patrons’ likes and dislikes in 
phono music. What’s more, such a per- 
son usually turns out to be a real good- 
will ambassador for the machine and 
constantly plugs the records on the ma- 
chine to the patrons. 

It’s just a bit of applied salesmanship 
which this operator uses to increase his 
profits. He knows his “local adviser” 
will take pride in his or her selections 
and will do her share to see they get 
played by constantly telling patrons 
about them. Does it work? This op 
maintains that a clever waitress can 
help an op to double his profits from a 
restaurant location. Give it a try, Mr. 


Cheet- Music Leaders 


(Week Ended December 25) 


Sales of music by the Maurice 
Richmond Music Corporation, Inc., 
are not included, due to the exclusive 
selling agreement with a number of 
publishers. Acknowledgment is made 
to Mayer Music Corporation, Music 
Sales Corporation and Ashley Music 
Supply Company, of New York; Lyon 
& Healy: Carl Fischer, Inc.; Gamble 
Hinged Music Company and Western 
Book and Stationery Company, of 
Chicago. 
Position 

Last Wk. This Wk. 

1. Once in a While 

. There’s a Gold Mine in the 
Sky 

3. Rosalie 

4. You Can’t Stop Me From 

Dreaming 

5. Vieni, Vieni 

Nice Work If You Can Get It 

7. One Rose 

8. True Confession 

9. Bob White 

10. Ebb Tide 

11. When the Organ Played “Oh, 

Promise Me’”’ 
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13 12. Josephine 
14 13. | Still Love To Kiss You 
Goodnight 


WW 14. Blossoms on Broadway 
.. 15. Harbor Lights 


’Tis the night before Christmas when this is being written and the world over 
the favorite tunes of the season, Silent Night and Adeste Fidelis, are being sung and 
played. How much colder would not the world be if Christmas didn’t come every 
year? It’s the one time when we all forget about ourselves and start thinking 
in terms of the other fellow. 


a 

Judging by the reports of the major disc houses here in Chicago, phono ops 
gave Christmas records a big play this year. Jingle Bells and Santa Claus Is Coming 
to Town were again the most popular tunes. Jingle Bells, made by Joe Gumen and 
his orchestra, led for Columbia, while the Hoosier Hot Shots’ corny version of the 
tune rang the bell for Vocalion. American Novelty Ork’s rendition of Santa Claus 
Is Coming to Town was the Melotone winner. For Victor a combo disc of Benny 
Goodman’s Jingle Bells and Tommy Dorsey’s Santa Claus Is Coming to Town led 
the parade. Bluebird’s I Want You for Christmas, backed up against I Told Santa 
To Bring Me You, was in the preferred spot. Harry Reser’s rendition of Jingle 
Bells and Santa Claus Is Coming to Town led the list for Decca. 


From New York comes word that a good percentage of the former prize fighters 
who are in the restaurant business now are sporting automatic phonos in their 
establishments. Numbered on the list are Mickey Walker, Joey LaGrey, Battling 
Reddy, Bobby Gleason, Billy Herman, — McKee and others. 


“It’s funny how people’s taste for automatic music varies in different parts of 
the land,” observed a well-known operator last week. “Many tunes which become 
all the rage out in the East fall flat here. Guess we Midwesterners still like our 
music a bit ‘corny.’ Sophisticated rhythms just can’t get the nickels like a real 
down-to-earth tune.” . . Current leaders at local houses are Horace Heidt’s 
Rosalie for Brunswick, closely followed by Jan Garber’s You Took the Words Right 
Out of My Mouth. Wayne King’s perennial favorite, Josephine, heads the list for 
Victor, with Tommy Dorsey’s Song of India and Marie next in line. Decca execs 
are predicting that Casa Loma’s Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen will be another Music Goes 
Round and Round hit. As a relief from swing Decca has done a sweet job of mer- 
chandising The One Rose in these regions. Bing Crosby’s warbling of this ditty 
is still going strong. 


e 
Word comes that 950 lepers confined in a colony on Cebu Isle, in the Philippines, 
enjoy a program of the best in music regularly from the belfry of the only church 
on the island. From that vantage point Father George Kilbride floods the vicinity 
with the tunes brought forth from discs given to him by friends. Programs are 
reported to be the most popular diversion enjoyed by unfortunates confined there. 


A check at the record firms here revealed that the most popular orchestras in 
the Midwest with automatic music fans for 1937 were: Dick Robertson’s Band for 
Decca, Horace Heidt for Brunswick, for Victor it was a toss-up between Tommy 
Dorsey and Benny Goodman. We wonder who will top the list at the end of 
1938 and, what’s more important, who will repeat. Will swing hold up? Will some 
other tempo supplant it? We'll have to wait 52 more weeks for the answer. In 
the meantime, however, here’s a wish that comes right from the heart: “May your 
cash boxes be filled daily, every day for the 365 days of the new year.” 

MAYNARD REUTER. 
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device license issued by the city of 
Superior,” together with the number of 
the license and the date of expiration, 
which are required to be fixed to the 
machine for which it has been issued. 


Phono Operator. See for yourself how 
much a “local adviser” can help yov 
increase your profits! 


Music Ordinance 


Goes Into Effect 


SUPERIOR, Wis., Dec. 25—An ordi- 
nance licensing coin-operated music 
devices here became effective December 
16 with its official publication. 

The measure provides for an annual 
$5 license fee for such machines and 
applicants for a license to own or oper- 
ate the devices must have been a resi- 
dent of Superior for one year. 

Licensees are provided with a small 
metal tag bearing the inscripton “Music 


Escape Death in Crash 


ELWOOD, Ind., Dec. 25.—Mr. and Mrs. 
James Buckley and Gerald Thomas, em- 
ployees of the King Automatic Music 
Company here, narrowly escaped death 
last Friday night when a train hit the 
truck in which they were riding near 
this city. Mrs. Buckley sustained broken 
bones and severe cuts and will be con- 
fined to the hospital at least six weeks. 
Her husband and Thomas escaped with 
minor cuts and bruises. The truck was 
demolished. 


AN INFORMAL CHAT in the sales rooms of the Rock-Ola factories. Left 
to right: Bob Dillon, Joe Abrahams and Nazih Banna, of Youngstown, O., and 
Art Weinand, of the firm’s phonograph sales division. 


New Orleans 


NEW ORLEANS, Dec. 25.—At the regu- 
lar monthly meeting of the United 
Music Operators’ Association of New Or- 
leans last week most operators gave very 
enthusiastic reports on their volume of 
holiday business. Big payoffs by the 
banks of this area of accounts frozen 
since the well-remembered “bank holi- 
day” of several years ago finds this sec- 
tion enjoying a better than usual yule- 
tide. It is estimated that about $6,000,-. 
000 in frozen accounts was paid off by 
these banks, and practically all of the 
money is going quickly into circulation 
for the holidays. 


Extensive campaigning by music op- 
erators is promised for the coming car- 
nival season in New Orleans, beginn: 
early in January and continuing thru 
Ash Wednesday at the beginning of 
March. During this time thousands of 
masked dances and balls create a big 
demand for phonographs and thus give 
operators of rentals a big play. 


The Jerry Germenis Novelty Company, 
the Wurlitzer distributing house for this 
area, reports further large sales of 1938 
model Wurlitzers. Jules H. Peres, man- 
ager, says that the number of operators 
using Wurlitzers in this and near-by 
States is steadily growing, as are the re- 
cent operators adding to their equip- 
ment with new purchases. Visiting New 
Orleans during the past several days to 
add to their line of Wurlitzers, Peres re- 
ports, were Richard Davis, of Bassile, 
La.; Dick Young, of Vicksburg, Miss., and 
Ben Newhauser, of Thibodaux, La. 


Robert M. McNeil, newly appointed dis- 
trict sales manager for phonographs and 
counter freezers of the Mills Novelty 
Company, has taken up residence in New 
Orleans, where he will cover Louisiana, 
East Arkansas and Mississippi. McNeil 
is prominently known in East Texas, 
where he sold phonograph and other 
coin equipment for several years. 


One of the nicest decorated offices for 
Christmas is that of the Great Southern 
Novelty Company, where Santa Claus is 
due to appear on Christmas morning 
with presents for all employees, accord- 
ing to Buster Clesi, owner. The boys 
have chipped in together and have ap- 
pointed a purchaser to award “surprise” 


Ben Cohen, well-known phonograph 
operator, says that he is already packing 
up for the Chicago show and predicts 
that it will be the best one yet held. 


The Merry Widow Waltz and other 
immortal tunes of yesteryear were wafted 
thru the rafters of historic City Hall at 
Jackson, Miss., this week when City En- 
gineer Josh Halbert put into use a reno- 
vated Orchestral Regina of 1889 make. 
In an elaborate cabinet shaped like an 
old safe, the music machine, propelled 
by a spring, played steel records the 
size of a large wagon wheel. It was 
put into use, Halbert said, to make pass- 
ers-by pause and think of the years 
of long ago when the hall served as the 
city’s social center. 


Detroit 


DETROIT, Dec. 25.—H. C. Hannay is 
a@ new operator in the automatic music 
world here. He has established his 
headquarters in Dearborn, a west side 
suburb of Detroit. 


Latest music machine report from 
Flint, which has been a thriving center 
for business in this field, is that Emil 


Music Meeting 


At a meeting of the music oper- 
ators of St. Louis December 16 4 
unanimous vote was cast in favor 
of cailing a national meeting of 
phonograph operators to meet during 
the 1938 Coin Machine Show in Chi- 
cago. The date suggested was Tues- 
day afternoon, January 18, 1938. 

The St. Louis operators have re- 
quested the trade press to give an- 
nouncement to this call meeting and 
to say that the “exact meeting place 
will be posted or listed on the bulletin 
board during the convention.” 

Music operators which wish to con- 
tact the St. Louis organization may 
write J. H. Beckman, 3124 California 
avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 
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Unique style and skillful technique . . 
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_ clever interpretation . 
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consistent better-than-average performance—these are the qual- 
ities which secure leadership for an entertainer. 
In perfect harmony with these distinctive characteristics are Seeburg 


Symphonolas. The supreme beauty and styling . 


_. thrilling realistic 


reproduction and dependability of construction have established 
leadership for the Illuminated 20 Record Multi-Selector Symphonolas, 
— Royale and Rex, with the original Lumalite Grille. With these truly 


new exclusive Seeburg features, operators everywhere are enjoying — 


greater profits. 


we 
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Management Music Corporation of America 


Villarreal and Rose Irene Bayne placed 


an order during the past week for a 
good-sized number of Wurlitzer phonos. 
Villarreal and Bayne are reported to be 
newcomers in the field. 


Seeburg music machine sales con- 
tinued at a steady pace this week despite 
the anticipated pre-Christmas drop in 
most lines of the coin-operated business. 
William Bolton, of Romulus, was a buy- 
er, aS were Frank Alluyot; Charles L. 
Cooke, of the Interstate Amusement Ma- 
chine Company, and Eddie Clemons, of 
the Commercial Music Company. 


Harry Graham, who is general manager 
of the Marquette Music Company, re- 
ports that his firm has enjoyed a very 
satisfactory year. “We have disposed of 
all our machines,” he stated, “and we 
are now awaiting the arrival of new 
models, which are due to arrive about 
January 10. 


New England 


BOSTON, Dec. 25.—Charles R. Foote 
started his return trip to Jamaica Plain, 
Mass., just in time to escape that on- 
slaught of snow that paralyzed Buffalo, 
N. Y., a fortnight ago. Foote went 
to the Wurlitzer factory at Tonawanda 
fo check on 1938 models and to get 
first-hand insight into policy and such. 
Foote is a Wurlitzer operator in the 
Boston boro of Jamaica Plain. 


Charles Holt, chief of the Eastern 
Coin Machine Company, of Bar Harbor, 
Me., moves the first of the year to new 
quarters in a building adjoining his 
present premises. New establishment will 
have 15,000 square feet in fleor space, 
with a section outfitted for mechanical 
testing and repairs. Holt was in Boston 
last week looking over the U-Pop-It 
equipment which Ben Palastrant has on 
display. 


Harry C. Parker, glib-tongued 6rator 
of the Boston coin machine sector, 
gives the lads who congregate at 
Barney and Louis Blatt’s Atlas Coin Ma- 
chine Company establishment a bit of 


the carnival and ballyhoo lingo when- 
ever he sets himself a-going. 


Beach wagons are proving themselves 
popular around Boston's coin machine 
circuit. George J. Young, of Westrock, 
Inc., has one in which he makes his 
frequent trips to Maine, New Hampshire 
and Vermont. Lou (Luke) Levine, hardy, 
perennial phono operator, has one, too, 
in which he skips around town. 


Ben Giaramita, Ben Palastrant service 
man, is one of the least talkative per- 
sons in the Boston coin machine world, 
it is reported. 


Seattle Arcade 
Makes Penny King 


SEATTLE, Wash., Dec. 25.—Making the 
penny king, a Joyland Penny Arcade has 
been newly opened with about 40 diversi- 
fied amusement machines, all operated 
for a penny a throw, by Al Ferdon, at 
522 Second avenue, close to the financial 
center of this Pacific Northwest metrop- 
olis. 

Ferdon, who is both proprietor and 
active manager, was formerly with the 
Western Distributors in Seattle, but de- 
cided to go into business for himself with 
the many game and claw machines. To 
his initial installation of amusement de- 
vices Ferdon said he expects to add many 
more. He has two assistants to aid him 
in the changing of money and passing 
out the pennies that are used for the 
enjoyment of the many games and the 
supervision of the new layout that bids 
fair to draw considerable patronage. 


Kansas City 


KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 25.—Dis- 
tributors of coin-operated machines in 
the “Heart of America” city spent the 
last week watching snow, sleet and rain 
fall outside their office windows. Busi- 
ness slumped generally and most of the 
office time was spent in discussing the 
1938 Coin Machine Show, which a 
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FINE MUSICAL 


number of men in the industry here 
will attend January 17 to 20 at the 
Sherman Hotel in Chicago. 


Rue F. Mason and Tim C. Crummett, 
heads of the Central Distributing Com- 
pany, report no increase in business 
at the Sportland Arcade, which they re- 
cently opened in the Keystone Build- 
ing downtown. The failure of the 
project to attract more patronage than 
it has is puzzling the two officials, inas- 
much as the arcade is the only one of its 
kind in the city. Mason and Crummett 
are selling lots of skee-ball units here 
and prospects for an upturn in business 
are bright. 


Carl Hoelzel, head man at the United 
Amusement Company office, is enthu- 
siastic over the Chicago convention and 
his reservation was sent in several weeks 
ago. 


Christmas decorations are in place in 
many of the coin machine distributors’ 
shops here and the usual greeting card 
exchanges among coin men and ops here 
are being made, with emphasis on the 
“happy and prosperous New Year” salu- 
tations. 


Joseph Berkowitz and Richard Chand- 
ler, of the Universal Manufacturing 
Company, are not hesitant in giving 
credit to The Billboard for the part it 
played this year in making their jar 
games known thruout the United States. 
Business remains excellent at the plant, 
they report. 


Northeast High School followed the 
precedent set by its rival, Southwest, in 
renting a new coin-operated automatic 
phonograph and 20 late recordings for 
an all-school dance. Both the Central 
Company and United office have re- 
ceived numerous inquiries regarding the 
use of phonograph units since the south 
side school gave its dance a few weeks 
ago. 


Kansas City operators of phonographs, 
incidentally, read with great interest an 
article which appeared in the December 


INSTRUMENTS 


Bed Leon” 


J: P- SEEBURG CORPORATION 
1500 DAYTON STREET ‘i CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 


18 issue of The Billboard by M. H. Oro- 
denker which pointed out the fact that 
the use of pornographic or “smutty” 
records in dine-and-dance spots tended 
to decrease patronage and harm the 
operator’s reputation. Dave Dexter Jr., 
in his regular Sunday column in The 
Kansas City Journal-Post, December 19, 
titled What’s New in Records, mentioned 
the value of the Orodenker article and 
urged local ops to heed the author's ad- 
vice and refrain from using recordings 
on their machines with questionable or 
double entendre vocal choruses. 


4 

News items concerning amusement 
machine activity in Kansas City may be 
mailed to 617 East Armour boulevard, 
Apt. 13, where they will be given prompt 
attention. The correspondent here is 
newly appointed and may not have had 
the opportunity to give you a ring in 
the six weeks he has been covering ace 
tivity in the industry in Kansas City. 
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Fast Moving - Big Profit 


JAR DEALS 


Sample Deal54-45 | 


Attention! Distributors, jobbers, operators! Play-Ola announces 
a sensational new line of over 50 colorful jar games and Jack Pot 
cards that move fast with a big profit! Payouts to suit every 
demand. New attention-getting presentations. Wide variety as- 
sures continual interest and action at every location. Sample 
“Triple Play Rainbow” deal o $4.45 complete. 
“Play-Ola games are the fastest-moving, biggest-profit 
ames on the market.”—J. A. Schwartz, of National Coin 
achine Exchange, 1407 W. Diversey Kky., Chicago. 


TRIPLE PLAY RAINBOW 
A colorful original game that draws crowds and doesn’t let them go. 
Winners of $1.00 and $10.00 move this ew fast, with a big profit 
for the operator. Played with 1800 tickets——3 sets running con- 
* secutively from 001 to 600, each set with a different colored back- 


ground. 
TAKES IN—1800 @ Be.......-...-5-5-- 
Label A DUE. shade nests sheeeve $36.00 
Average Jack Pot Pay-Out...... cccee 27.69 
Total Average Payout... wi wsccccecccccces 63.69 
De obs ties cc ban nahdcce sack $26.31 


COMPLETE SAMPLE DEAL—$4.45. 


Write or wire today for big catalog and quantity discounts, 
lease use your own letterheads. 


PLAY-OLA MFG. CO., Dept. D-2, 1958 S. Troy St., Chicago, Ill. 
SN NNN NNSA Y 


DID YOU KNOW 


THE JOHN GABEL MFG. CO. 


Has consistently produced fine Coin-Controlled Automatic 
Phonographs for 35 Years? 


CHAMPION AUTOMATIC MUSIC CO. 


Distributors 


9854 Twelfth St. Detroit, Mich. 


Arrnraaseasaaaaae 


FOR SALE 


WURLITZER PHONOGRAPHS 


MODELS 412-616 and 616 
Also 1936 ROCK-OLAS and MILLS’ DO-RE-Mis 


Complete stock being SACRIFICED at lowest prices ever offered! 
EVERYONE GUARANTEED PERFECT AS TO CONDITION AND 
APPEARANCE! Write for Complete List TODAY. 


BROOKLYN AMUSEMENT MACHINE CO. 


8-10 VARET ST., BROOKLYN, N. Y. 


USED WURLITZER P 10 
SEEBURG SELECTOPHONES 
SEEBURG MODEL A SYMPHONOLAS 


In A-1 condition. For Cash, or will trade for Slot Machines or late used Games. Liberal Time Payment 
Plan on above used Equipment to select operators in Kentucky, Indiana and Ohio. 


SOUTHERN AUTOMATIC MUSIC CO. 


420 West 7th Street, CINCINNATI, O. 
542 2nd Street, LOUISVILLE, KY. 


Chicago Bookie 


License Passes 


Council But Faces Many Tests 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—After a rather 
tough battle the bill to license bookies 
finally garnered the long-sought okeh of 
the City Council, and at this writing is 
awaiting the mayor’s signature. With his 
signing of the bill, as stormy a con- 
troversy as has ever come up in the local 
city government will go into effect. 
Under terms of the new ordinance the 
city is divided into three zones with 
license fees set at $5,000, $3,000 and 
$1,000 respectively. Collections will dump 
an estimated $2,000,000 annually into the 
city coffers. 


Wishfully watching on the sidelines 
during passage of the bill was the coin 
machine trade of the city. Many were 
overjoyed at the passage of the bill, and 
stated that it was a sign that the will 
of the masses is about to be recognized 
with regards to placing bets, playing 
amusement games, etc. 

For many months bookies have been 
going up and down with the steady 
rhythm of a merry-go-round horse. 
Operating quietly all over the city, they 
were first made the subject of a gambling 
reform when certain officials stated 
early in the year that “gambling must 
go.” After the crusade had died down 
a factional split revived the ban. New 
life was then injected into the picture 
in October when newspapers here re- 
vealed that the telegraph offices were 
handling bets in wholesale lots.. Track 
fans discovered that the nearest tele- 
graph office would wire the bet to the 
tracks by simply paying the amount to 
be wagered plus the cost of the wire. A 
few weeks ago the war between political 
groups flamed anew when city officials 
proposed the licensing of bookies as a 
new source of revenue to help the city 
council meet the proposed budget for 
the new year. 


Two Main Reasons 

From the maze of controversial re- 
ports that appeared in the newspapers 
here upon passage of the bill two 
main underlying reasons could be 
seen in explanation of its passage. The 
liberal Daily Times, which supported 
the licensing measure from its incep- 
tion, cited the most important one 
in an editorial entitled “Horse Betting: 
the Will of the People.” In this article 
it was pointed out: “Everyone knows that 
betting on horses persists in the face 
of a law that makes bets LEGAL at the 
track—illegal elsewhere. Everyone knows 
he can place a bet at almost any cigar 
store and almost any news stand... . 
Everyone knows that the average 
citizen can’t understand why it’s il- 
legal to bet on the horses AWAY 
from a race track and legal to bet 
on them AT a track. . .. This year the 
State has received $565,000 from tracks 
that operate only because it legalizes 
betting there by patrons who have the 
necessary money and the leisure time to 
visit such tracks. Why should it be il- 
legal for other people who haven’t such 
money or such leisure to place bets with 
betting agents who are regulated by mu- 
nicipalities with as much care as the 
State licenses betting agents at tracks?” 

The article then pointed out that the 
people thru their representatives had 
passed a law legalizing bookies in the 
State and the governor killed it. It then 
went on to agitate for State licensing 
of the bookies by proposing a referen- 
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OVER 400 WURLITZER OPERATORS and their wives attended the recent 
Wurlitzer banquet at one of Los Angeles’ downtown dinner clubs over which 
Homer E. Capehart, Wurlitzer vice-president, presided. 


dum at the primary election in April. 

The other reason, of course, for pas- 
sage of the bill is the fact that it of+ 
fered the city a painless method of ac- 
quiring an estimated annual sum of 
$2,000,000. This sum will play a yeo- 
man’s part in making up the deficit of 
$2,700,000 for 1938 which the city fathers 
are facing due to restoration of city 
employees’ salary cuts. 


Terms of Ordinance 

Under terms of this new ordinance 
licenses will not be issued to a person 
who is not a resident of the city and 
who has not been a resident for at least 
two years immediately preceding the date 
of application. Provision is also made 
forbidding the place of business and the 
licensee to engage in any other occupa- 
tion or business on the premises used 
for the placing of bets. The employing of 
solicitors, runners or any other outside 
agent to drum up trade on the out- 
side is prohibited. License is nontrans- 
ferable and excludes minors, touts, 
vagrants, persons of ill repute and cap- 
pers from betting establishments. 


Well-Earned Victory 

The battle for bringing bookies under 
the protection of the law was not easily 
won. Meetings at which the measure was 
discussed both in the regular council 
and in previous finance committee meet- 
ings were rife with argument and de- 
bate. Newspapers, too, devoted columns 
and columns to reports of progress of 
the measure. The liberal Daily Times 
was the stanch advocate of the bill and 
openly criticized the stand taken by the 
conservative Daily News in opposition to 
the bill. The Chicago Tribune and the 
Hearst papers seemed to tacitly support 
the bill or remain non-committal. Sen- 
timent of the people in the main was 
favorable to the adoption of the plan. 
First of all, because they saw in licens- 
ing bookies the end of a notorious 
racket in the city, and, secondly, because 
it avoided the necessity of foisting addi- 
tional taxes upon the already over- 
burdened populace. 


Suggest New Plan 
To Control Games 


SEATTLE, Dec. 25. — Proposal that 
control of pinball games be in the hands 
of operators in order to insure proper 
regulation was made this week to the 
city council by Emmett Lenihan, coun- 
sel for the Seattle Amusement Games 
Association. He asked for operation of 
all automatic payoff and digger amuse- 
ment devices be supervised by his group 
in order to prevent racketeering, ana 
bring license fees to the city of approx!- 
mately $100,000. 

It was proposed by the attorney for 
the games association that a “master’s 
license” be issued his association and 
that they supervise issuance, revocation 
and suspension of other operator’s and 
location licenses for the ayttomatic pay- 
off machines. 

He proposed that an annual fee of 
$1,500 to $2,000 be imposed for the mas- 
ter’s license for automatic payoff ma- 
chines and a monthly fee of $7.50 per 
machine for location licenses. As to 
the digger machines, a similar arrange- 
ment was proposed, altho the master’s 
license fee for this would be about $500 
a year, with location fee to be about $20 
or less. 

After taking the matter under advise- 
ment, the city councilmen heard storms 
of protest against licensing of the ma- 
chines and many questions concerning 
the legality of a proposed ordinance for 
such licensing. 


The Sportland Amusements, recently 
opened as a Sportland at 8560 Green- 
wood avenue, features big games after- 
noon and evening, remaining open for 
play until 1 a.m. Coupons good for two 
free games brought crowds to the new 
playrooms of the Sportland Amusement 
Company just before Christmas. 


Eisen Back From Voyage 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—Joe Eisen, well- 
known executive of the Penn Coin-o* 
Matic Company, returned from a two- 
week ocean trip. Joe visited Puerto Rico 
and San Domingo. He refuses to divulge 
whether his trip was for pleasure or busi- 
ness. However, one thing is certain— 
Eisen had a swell vacation. 


rn | 


ww 


1 : ; 7 . . | 
;¥ | 
oe pe eee | 
_ A SRE ? _ A 
Bt Ueto Be : 
a i enn i) 
ee % & ae 
Rieti t4+4 sy 
. , @ ee? e hous 
,ee eoe?, vide 
[2 ee eee? there 
A Seessee 3 
i e289 0? . 
« % ' > 7 
; mean 
——— 4 sourc 
et os on 
: . Wig TP , feren 
ee HS owe a to lic 
si iat if ihe 2 
\\Wemsfee= | a oo 
——— espec 
; mont: 
we re have 
| Mach 
j Va locati 
y) Ind 
. eee waver 
4 7 he is 
; : g The « 
! . come 
| : y posed 
: ators 
é “Of 
, ° may | 
; : in or 
- § wit 
; ¢ The 
; i Pr Pe flatly, 
: ee a | 
yi - 
4 . re 
. MABE RRRREEREERERREEG GEG GEE EE ve ye 
- sa 
| a f 
_ : The 
which 
ae his Pp 
; havin 
: The } 
: $2,500 
; housi: 
a the ci 
7 000. 
: plan, 
| which 
City’s 
= 
é Ope 
dersta 
- tribut 
: to be 
the fe 
; out t 
: 
Con 
| ee = 
7 A.! 
| ee 
7 nner tar A 
~ , en ee ee eee ro \ 
| ee eo r ee BE ec 2 a Be ee 2" im * %, : z ¥ ‘ ; ‘4 ia - i — pe 
a ae S & $34) oe ett 8604 x e ° A 
- de pe et Ty tre ST as a 
i -. 7 4% \ mS aie « . Wy > * fs — | B 
g 6 eB oe. ee A 
- ' oe z s ‘D. — w ee o 
. ‘ 7 xe : ™. ~<a W 
| , 2 oe #5 °° fe aE 
' } & Z gee qn. . ee - % “ * 4 ~ 
2: Be ae d Wages % : A / &3 gs my _ jar 
; t Ms Pe oe ‘ . ee SS > 
H 
, ct 


2 F 2 fC fm ee. st A. od. eed 


Tawi mani onac 


esgrea Vas aws 


a 
wa 


2a? Ss 


January 1, 1938 


[AMUSEMENT MACHINES (MUSIC SECTION) 


Pinball May 
Aid Housing 


oppose pinball games 


SYRACUSE, N. Y., Dec. 25.—Federal 
housing projects are intended to pro- 
vide decent homes for the poor. But 
there are many coincidences in connec- 
tion with such projects. One of the most 
unusual seems to have developed in con- 
nection with a big model housing 
project here, for it calls upon the city 
to raise its quota of $250,000 and that 
means the city must look for new 
sources of revenue. 

So the mayor, after pinball games had 
been meeting with considerable inter- 
ference here for months, has proposed 
to license the games to help raise part 
of the housing fund. Coinmen at pres- 
ent are up in arms, however, because 
the mayor proposed a license on novelty 
games of $5 per week per machine. Oper- 
ators say such a fee will make it impos- 
sible for them to continue in business, 
especially following the many lean 
months during which their machines 
have been kicked around so badly. 
Machines have been banned in all liquor 
locations for months. 

Indications are that the mayor is 
wavering in his ‘idea of a high fee, but 
he is firm in his insistence on a license. 
The commissioner of the State Liquor 
Controi Board, who has heretofore op- 
posed the coinmen, is supporting oper- 
ators in their protest against an exces- 
sive fee. He said: 

“Offhand I think the fee of $5 a week 
may be too high. There is a danger that 
in order to meet the tax the licensee 
will take chances outside the law.” 

The commissioner would not say so 
flatly, but indirectly left the impression 
that under a license which would recog- 
nize pinball as legal games they might 
be restored t the locations having 
liquor licenses. The original ban order 
is said to have displaced at least 900 
games from such locations. 

The mayor’s plan to license pinball, 
which he can easily have passed due to 
his presgige, originated with a problem 
having nothing to do with the machines. 
The Federal government earmarked 
$2,500,000 to Syracuse for a Federal 
housing project, with the provision that 
the city contribute 10 per cent, or $250,- 
000. The mayor, in anouncing the license 
Plan, said it would raise $80,000 a year 
which, in three years, would pay the 
city’s contribution to the housing 
project. 

Operators say frankly they cannot un- 
derstand how or why they should con- 
tribute such a huge sum, and they seem 
to be near convincing many people that 
the fee should be $1 instead of $5. Pay- 
out types of machines will be banned, 
according to present plans. 

Comments gathered from some of the 
local coinmen are as follows: 

A. N. Delaport, Rex Amusement Com- 


pany—“Some of these machines don’t 
take in 70 cents a week. Others take 
in $2, $4 or $5. People have an idea that 
this business is soft picking, but a man 
has to work hard to get along.” 

I. N. Freedman, Freedman Novelty 
Company.—“We’d have to go out of 
business with a $5 weekly tax on each 
machine. I suggest the mayor call in 
a committee of three or four men and 
talk the whole thing over.” 

Bison Novelty Company.—The tax is 
absolutely impossible. Don't forget that 
this business employs 150 people in Syra- 
cuse who would be thrown out of work 
if a fee like that was put thru.” 

William H. McRorie, Operator—“Such 
a tax would certainly put the little fel- 
low out of business.” 


Inventions To Make 
Legal Changes 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—The inconsistency 
of many law enforcement bodies who 
employ antiquated laws to outlaw 
modern mechanical devices such as 
amusement games was borne out 
the recent statement of William F. Og- 
burn, holder of the Sewell L. Avery 
distinguished service chair of sociology 
at the University of Chicago. In am- 
plifying an article which appears in the 
currént issue of the American Journal of 
Socivlogy, in which he discusses the in- 
fluence of inventions on future social 
institutions, the professor stated that 
inventions probabiy will influence the 
decisions of the Supreme Court more 
than will proposals for direct change in 
the court. ‘ 

In Ogburn’s statements can be read 
several indications that he believes out- 
moded laws must be changed to fit pres- 
ent day needs. The rules and regula- 
tions which governed business, social 
conduct and civic rights back in the 
horse and buggy era cannot be applied 
justly to this mechanical age. Improve- 
ments wrought by inventions in trans- 
portation facilities are breaking down 
State boundaries, according to Ogburn, 
and increasing the trend toward na- 
tionalism. If this trend is to be side- 
tracked, laws must be changed to fit the 
times. 

“Modern inventions are inevitably 
precipitating a greater centralization of 
the Federal government and with the 
trend toward nationalism and the sup- 
planting of State political boundaries 
by economic State lines, the laws of the 
land will be notably influenced,” Pro- 
fessor Ogburn said. “The Supreme Court 
decisions in the field of interstate com- 
merce in particular will reflect the effect 
of changes wrought by invention. 


Centralization Growth 


“Government in the United States 
probably will tend toward greater cen- 
tralization because of the airplane, the 
bus, the truck, the Diesel engine, the 
radio, the telephone and the various 
uses to which the wire and wireless have 
been placed. 

“These same inventions operate to in- 
fluence industries to spread across State 
lines and in genefal make the political 
boundary line of a State less in con- 
formity with the economic boundary 
and hence of less significance. The 


social effects of these transporta’ . 


in- 
ventions may be expected in the course 
of time to influence the decisions of the 
Supreme Court. 


State Rights Diminishing 
“Inventions, plus the ‘regionalization’ 
policy of the government, are 
abolishing State rights. Never before, 
unless in time of war, has there been so 
much local interest in the Federa! gov- 
ernment. 


“These ical ents are 
so powerful as to render the county in- 
effective in most States as a unit of 
government in a good many of its func- 
tions, especially those providing the so- 
ciah services. They may be to 
extend the boundaries of municipal gov- 
ernments to take in much larger areas, 
now located in what is known as the 
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metropolitan area, and to lead to the 
consolidation of the hundreds of local 
governments in the metropolitan area.” 

What the Federal government is do- 
ing in its campaign against crime, espe- 
cially thru the “G Man” organization, 
he pictured as a perfect example of 
what is happening in other branches of 
the government. 


National Matter 


“One of the major functions of gov- 
ernment,” Professor Ogburn said, “has 
been the maintenance of order. The 
transportation inventons have made the 
policing of some of the more serious 
crimes a national matter. The tendency 
would seem, therefore, for this function 
to shift, like many others, toward the 
Federal government from the local gov- 
ernments. 

“It is not,” Professor Ogburn con- 
cluded, “a lack of will power or a break- 
ing down of the moral fiber that is 
tearing down local governments and im- 
pairing State rights, but a sequence of 
events caused by modern inventions. If 
people are to resist this development 
they must be aware of it.” 


Applications Heavy 
For British Show 


. LONDON, Dec. 25.—Advance applica- 
tions for exhibit space at the coming 
Amusement Trades Exhibitions are said 
to indicate that practically all of the 
former exhibitors will be on hand for the 
coming show. Exhibition will be held 
from February 14 to 17 at the new Royal 
Horticultural Hall in Westminster, al- 
most under shadow of Houses of Parlia- 
ment. Edward Graves, coin machine 
editor of The World’s Fair, is general 
manager of the show again this year. 
This will be the fourth show that has 
been staged under his guidance. 

It has been revealed that Lord Stral- 
goli has consented to open the exhibition 
formally on the first day. There will be 
no luncheon party this year, however, 
for many of the exhibitors nave felt that 
these functions take them away from 
their booths for a longer time than 
they wish. 
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B03 W. ADAMS ST, JACKSONVILLE, FLA, 


A NEW PLACE IN THE SUN 
FOR TH 


GEORGE PONSER ORGANIZATION 


A NEW HOUSE ——— MAN SERVICE 
FLORIDA OPERATORS 


“I pledge myself 24 hours a day to fill the buying, selling, repairing and 
trading needs of Northern Florida operators.” 
(signed) JACK MITNICK, Manager. 
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The Year 1937 


“We have just completed in 1937 
one of the trickiest, most complicated 
years in business history. Few 
economists are able to explain its up 
and downs. All types of businesses 
were affected seriously by its gymnas- 
tics. The coin machine industry in 
particular has been dazed by a variety 
of happenings. The future outlook 
can hardly be agreed upon. A thou- 
sand questions are daily running thru 
every operator’s head—questions that 
all came up in the tricky year of 
1937.”—James T. Mangan, Mills Nov- 
elty Company, Chicago. 


in Detroit is an amendment to the exist- 
ing ordinance,” he suggested—“one that 
would allow prizes to be given. As far 
as that goes, I think that merchandise 
prizes would be able to answer the pur- 
pose just as well as nominal cash prizes. 

“It’s hard to see what the future of 
the business is likely to be, with some 
large cities entirely closed to machines, 
for instance. The operator, looking at 
these facts, cannot be sure that he can 
keep on in business. [If he could feel 
more secure, he would be willing to go 
ahead with immediate plans for expan- 
sion of his business and buy more 
machines.” 


Edward Barsook, Detroit amusement 
machine operator, is working on a design 
of a new type game machine which is 
nearly ready for production. 


ALL MACHINES GUARANTEED TO BE IN 
A-1 CONDITION THROUGHOUT. 


TERMS: One-Third With Order, Bal. C. O. D. 
Immediate Shipment Guaranteed. 


SANTONE COIN MACHINE CO. 


1524 Main Avenue, San Antonio, Tex. 
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SALESBOARD 
OPERATORS 


Read 
“DEALS” 


A column about new salesboard 
ideas, deals and personalities. 


In the 


Wholesale Merchandise 
Department 


THIS WEEK and EVERY WEEK 


CORRECTION 


“BAGS OF GOLD” 


Deals can be had with 2,520 or 2,772 Tick- 
ets at slight additional cost. 


MONARCH COIN MACHINE CO., 
Distributors, 


1731 Belmont Avenue, Chicago. 
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munity and there is no reason why they 
should be forbidden,” the priest declared. 
Max Moore, one of the city’s best known 


M dse. Awards Seen operators. 
As Need for Games 


DETROIT, Dec. 25. — Carl Prumin, Joseph Franovitz, who operates as the 
Detroit pin game operator, believes Michigan Amusement Company, has 
strongly in the necessity of premiums moved his quarters to 3033 Clements 
for operation of games. “What we need avenue. 


Come to the Show 
January 17, 18, 19, 20 


By JAMES T. MANGAN, Mills Novelty Company » 


Even if you should happen to be that rarest of all birds, the operator who has 
yet to visit a coin machine show, this is the one year you should break the ice and 
come. Or if, what is more reasonable to assume, you are one of the 8,000 oper- 
ators who have faithfully visited Chicago for four or more years straight to be at 
the sensational convention, then you should consider this year as the most im- 
portant of all. If you are one of the “dyed in the wool” operators who have never 
missed a coin machine convention in 12 years, then throw this article away without 
reading. We’re not talking to you—nothing could keep you away. 

If ever the show meant anything it means something, something big, this year. 
We have just completed in 1937 one of the trickiest, most complicated years in 
business history. Few economists are able to explain its ups and downs. All types 
of businesses were affected seriously by its gymnastics. The coin machine industry 
in particular has been dazed by a variety of happenings. The future outlook can 
hardly be agreed upon. A thousand questions are daily running thru every oper- 
ator’s head—questions that all came up in the tricky year of 1937. 

he place to have these questions answered is at the convention. We plan 
to hold a series of clinics in which the vital issues of coin machine operation will 
be discussed by our own representatives and by operators from the firing line. The 
operators who have developed successful means of overcoming their difficulties will 
tell the way out to hundreds of others who are still groping in the dark. The Mills 
coin machine,experts, like the staffs of other factories, who act as a clearing house 
board for the entire country, have hundreds of tested plans and ideas to pass out 
personally to interested parties. Rich information that can reach you in no other 
way will be on tap for you at the convention. 

And just as the factory organizations will have so many good ideas to pass 
out personally, in the machines you see on the convention floor you will find another 
juicy fund of information. For the new machines have all been designed and 
developed with a view of helping the operator start new territory, find more loca- 
tions, operate more economically and thus perserve his fiscal independence and 
stability. Undoubtedly you now know of many things you could do if you could 
only get the right machines. Well, the right machines will be staring you in the 
face at this show. 

A trip to Chicago will do you a lot of good personally. Just one walk around 
the exhibition will put new life back in your veins, for undoubtedly the coin 
machine convention is the peppiest show on earth. Seeing the big plants with the 
huge roster of workers supported by the coin-operated machine business will give 
you a new faith in the industry in which you work. For the coin machine industry 
is as permanent as human nature itself and a good healthy look at acres of bricks, 
mortar and machinery representing many millions of dollars in investments will 
prove it to you better than words. 

We've already received written notice from over 3,000 of our best customers 
that they are surely coming. That’s an awful lot of people to have declared them- 
selves in advance. The show committee, under the able hand of Joe Huber, has 
been staying up nights perfecting a convention machine that guarantees perfect 
handling of all details and splendid accommodations for all visitors. The hotel 

problem has already been solved; the amusement and entertainment activities are 
going to be more thrilling and surprising than ever before. 

The word is: COME TO THE SHOW! Spend the most profitable four days of 


your operating year in the great big hearty city of Chicago, which extends its arms 
to you in welcome. : 


Jack Moore, who operates a route of 
pin games, has given up his nut machine 
operation to concentrate in the amuse- 
ment machine field. He is a brother of 


Dept. Store 


Sells Games 


s 


Half-page display ad in- 


daily to sell games for 
home use 


2 

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 25.—Boldly dis- 
played in a half-page advertisement in 
The San Francisco Call-Bulletin, Decem- 
ber 17, 1937, the Hale Bros.’ department 
store offered complete and attractively 
refinished pinball games to its cus- 
tomers for home game rooms and other 
purposes of private amusement. The 
offer is considered one of the most 
unique on record for the disposal of 
games now antiquated for commercial 
operating purposes. And the use of 
such liberal advertising space by one 
of the city’s largest department stores, 
appropriately illustrated with a cut seven 
inches square to show two models of 
pinball games, is considered as a prece- 
dent in the marketing of used games. 
All of the games mentioned and those 
shown in the illustration are advertised 
as reconditioned, but such games are 
well adapted for home amusement. 


The prominent headlines in the ad- 
vertisement say, “SALE! PINBALL 
GAMES WORTH $50 to $200, AT $5 TO 
$25. Hale Bros. helps to make yours a 
Merry Christmas. [Illustrated at left, 
Baseball, $19.50; at right, Flashlight, 
$16.50. Included are many other games 
you've all seen . . . Big Game, Big Shot, 
Tackle, Par Golf. 


“Adjusted to operate without use of 
coins or slugs! To be sold for private 
use only. Thrills! Entertainment! Some- 
thing new in the way of excitement. For 
your rumpus room or playroom, for chil- 
dren or grownups . . . everybody will 
get loads of fun out-of. this pinball 
game. Original values have been for- 
gotten in this amazing event. Consists 
of the entire stock of the Mills Sales 
Company, the original machines forced 
from commercial use by law. The same 
games that you’ve seen played in club- 
rooms up and down the Coast. Now, for 
your own private use, you can own one 
for a bare fraction of its actual value! 
Reconditioned but all in good mechanical 
condition. Action! Thrills! For you to 
entertain your friends in leisure hours. 
Toys, Hale’s fourth floor, Hale Bros., 
Market at Fifth.” 


Richman M ay Open 
Gambling Resort 


MIAMI, Dec. 25.—Harry Richman, well- 
known night club entertainer, revealed 
upon arrival here a few days ago that he 
is seriously considering an attempt’ to 
acquire the Palm Island Club, the 
glamorous “white elephant” of the past 
few seasons, to open up a central gam- 
bling resort for South Florida, where 
legalized gambling would be State con- 
trolled. 


“Why not?” Richman queried. “In- 
stead of having the gambling spread out 
in favored places here and there, you 
would get everybody together under one 
roof. Such an establishment would be 
under the control of the State so that 
visitors from the North who want to 
come here and have a little run for their 
money could do so with a feeling of 
safety. 


“That way, too, the State would derive 
revenue from the taxes on such a place 
which would run into the millions of 
dollars. Schools, welfare organizations 
and charitable institutions likewise 
would benefit from such a place in- 
stead of the politicians! 


“Everybody knows that the people 
who come here are going to gamble,” 
he pointed out. “If I open up the Palm 
Island Club without gambling and the 
officials permit it at some small resort 
not far off visitors are going to the 
other place and you can’t get away from 
that. And if they can’t have a run for 
their money here they'll go to Havana, 
where they can.” 

Explaining that he had gone fairly 
extensively into negotiations with the 
Palm Island owners while in New York, 
he frankly admitted that the project 
could not be conducted successfully 
without gambling. 
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FOR THE WONDERFUL 
RESPONSE TO OUR 


JAR DEAL 


INTRODUCTORY BARGAIN 


Orders for ad Deals and Fortune Boards are 


pouring in beyond our greatest expectations 
and are being shipped _as fast as humanly 
possible. Due to the t 
we are again offering this sensational bar- 
gain. However, price quoted below is for 
LiMiTED TIME ONLY—so rush your order 
today 


1200 TICKET DEAL WITH 
BIG JAR AND FLASHY 5- 
COLOR STEP-UP PUSH CARD 


Only 4% eacn 


Choice of BASEBALL, DERBY, 
SKRINO 


AVERAGE PROFIT $68.00 
FORTUNE BOARDS 


With amusing “fortune” on each ticket. 
Sell faster than salesboards and operate 
in many territories where salesboards 
do not go. Write for details. 


GRAND NATIONAL SALES CO. 


2300 W. Armitage Ave., Chicago, Il. 


BARGAINS 


RECONDITIONED GAMES! 


Hi-De-Ho .$ 9.50 Derby Day, 
Ten Strike. 9.50 College 

Flying High 9.50 Football or 
Railroad . 9.50 High Card, 


Leathern’ck 9.50 
A 9.50 


Fence Buster 9.50 


Bee-Jay .. 9.50 Turf 

Post Time. 15.00 | Champs 39.50 
Air Races . 15.00 Jennings 
Springtime. 15.00 Derby Day 

Air Derby. 15.00 Consoles . 69.50 
Winner .. 15.00 Chuck-A- 

Classic ... 25.00 Lettes ... 49.50 
Coldea Pikes Peak, 
Wheels .. 27.50 Like New. 49.50 


4 /3 Deposit, Balance C. O. D., 
F. 0. B. Baltimore. 


MERICAN 
AMUSEMENT GAMES CO. 


237-239 N. Gay St., BALTIMORE, MD- 


“The House of Service and Satisfaction.” 
Send Your Narne For Our Mailing List. 


Pag TE tac ca ade com) 4 


Reconditioned Bargains 


WURLITZER 412 .........-$113.50 
WURLITZER P-12.......... 84.50 
WURLITZER 400 (1936) oo 0 oS 50 
WURLITZER P-10 ....... 59.50 
SEEBURG SYMPHONOLA . 99.50 
KEENEY BSOWLETTE ..... 2.50 
BALLY ROLL 7.50 


ROTARY MERCHANDISER . 69.50 
JUNGLE DODGER ........-. .50 
RAY-O-LITE (Seeburg) .149.50 


HOLLYWOOD, JR. (Console) . 59.50 
WESTERN THOROBRED .... 92.50 
RAY’S TRACK ..........:. 91.50 


BALLY CLUB HOUSE (Cash) . .139.50 
BALLY CLUB HOUSE (Ticket) .152.50 
BALLY RANGER 15.00 
1/3 Deposit, Balance C.O Cable Ad- 
dress: “‘Idealco.”” Phone: Gusticid 0072. 


co 1518 MARKET >1 
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IDEAL NOVELTY 


ATTENTION JAR DEAL OPERATORS 


Revive your dead location with something new and 
different . . $25 and $30 step-up Jackpot Seal 
Card with new Ideas... following laoets given 
with each card Two Payout Labels 157 and 
217 Winners, and ‘label to guarantee player one puil 
for high money seals, if mystery seal is not li 

Average Profits: 2280s, $31.00; 2520s, $43. 
SPECIAL FOR $1.50 WITH ORDER, shipped 
prepaid, two different kind of Jackpot Cards, which 
can be operated THREE different ways, with labels 
provided to keep your spots alive and make more 
money. . . ! not satisfied, money back. . . No 
literature ma No personal — accepted. 
SUPPLIES Tickets, 2280s, $1.95; -» $21.75; 
2520s, $2.30 $23. Sarde, Bed o9 $7.20; 
Backs, 260; aon, ‘Sise of 4 

NN & GENE, 

National Distrtbuters, Mocanaqua, Pa. 


Editor Advocates 
Junking Old Games 


(The following article written by Ed- 
ward Graves is reprinted from the 
World’s Fair, November 27 issue.) 


LONDON, Dec. 25.—In a Sunday paper 
I came across the following quotation 
from John Ruskin: “Why do we go on 
cluttering up our homes with all sorts 
of possessions that, after the novelty of 
them has faded, we never use, seldom 
even look at? There ought to be a stage 
in our lives when we begin to get rid of 
things, lest our houses become store- 
places of old junk—museums.” 

Altho not exactly applicable in the 
sense that Ruskin wrote it, I could not 
help thinking when reading the quota- 
tion of those many used pin tables from 
which much, if not all, one-time glory 
has passed, and which clutter up the 
storerooms of so many dealers on whom 
I call from time to time. Old tables for 
which their present owners can have but 
faint hope of finding a customer. Old 
tables which now and again are adver- 
tised at almost pitiful prices, sometimes 
even lower than 20 shillings. ‘ 

And thinking of these old tables I 
wonder if their retention is really worth 
while. Would it not be better to regard 
them as definitely things of the past 
and scrap them? If there be any small 
value in certain parts such could be re- 
tained, but as for the major construction, 
well it was possibly a pity that the op- 
portunity afforded by November 5 was 
allowed to pass. 

However, as the old melodrama had it 
—it’s never too late to mend. Of course 
there is more than one side to an argu- 
ment and if anyone can put forward a 
sound reason for retaining so many old 
table types I shall be glad to listen. 


New Orleans 


NEW ORLEANS, Dec. 25.—Just a few 
weeks more and the show will open in 
Chicago. Despite the closing of a none 
too prosperous year for the local oper- 
ator, due to the closing down of this 
important “play center of the country,” 
operators here are going to attend the 
big show just like nothing has ever hap- 
pened. All are in an optimistic frame 
of mind and frankly believe that the 
show will benefit them for the future. 
Those seriously reporting that they are 
getting ready to attend would indicate 
that the New Orleans delegation will be 
just as large as last year if not even 
larger. 


Two of the latest machines out of the 
Bally factory are now on display at the 
Dixie Coin Machine Company, district 
distributing firm for Bally. They are 
the Bull’s Eye and Line Up. “We have 
just received our first Line Up and 
look forward to a good country demand 
for this new Bally idea,” President 
Julius Pace reports. 


Several five-coin Caille machines of 
another generation stood side by side 
this week in the office of the C. & N. 
Sales Company with the latest Caille 
ideas in slots, the Play Boy. Salvaged 
from out of a place that has suffered a 
fire loss, the firm has renovated the 
old machines, called the Star, and is 
sending them out to Grand Island in 
the Gulf of Mexico for location. 


A flock of out-of-town visitors called 
during the past week to see the Kings 
of the C. & N. Sales Company, including 
C. M. Lemoine, of Cottonport, who 
bought several new machines; J. L. Don- 
naud, of Luling: Dalton (Dalty) 
Cheramie, of Golden Meadows, down on 
Bayou Lafourche, and A. Stelly, of Le 
Beau. All report a fine play in their 
respective areas of the State, altho the 
boys in the Sugar Bowl say that heavy 
damage to the cane by the recent freeze 
may cause some setback in business 
the first part of the year. 


Ed Rodriguez, of the American-South- 
_ern Coin Machine Company, left Thurs- 
day for an extensive trip thru Mississippi, 
Alabama and Northwest Florida with a 
full line of Western Equipment and other 
machines to sell. Jim Tallon, co-owner 
of the American-Southern, has fully re- 
covered from an operation for appendi- 
citis and is back on the — 


GONE WITH THE WINDS: Melvin Mal- 
lory and his would-be mustache. . . 
That strong competition for the best 
looking stenogs on Carondelet street 
row. ... Louis Boasberg’s big black derby. 

. . Gus Lamana’s old Chevvy of yester- 
year having been swapped for a new 


. Joseph Pipitone a lonesome in the “pre- 


TE LE G RA M 


Wire Mills. Novelty Co. - 100, 
Fullerton Ave., Chicago? Til, : 
at once! Get the inside facts_ 
about their many new machines” 
which are so dependable and | 
profitable that most leading 
operators rely on them as. 
their chief source of income. 


PS 


THEY’RE GOING FAST IN 


Vemco’s New YEAR CLEARANCE 


m0 ee 


SLOTS, PHONOGRAPHS, 
Quick—wWrite for Complete Price List! 


THE VENDING MACHINE CO., = FAYETTEVILLE, W. 6. 


COUNTER GAMES, PARTS, 
SUPPLIES, ETC., ETC. 
POCKET BIG PROFITS WITH 1937’S BIGGES 
A 1,200-hole board with six genuine tenth be ee contain- 
ing coupons ranging from $1.00 to $5.00. Seal awards, cigarette and see- 


tional payouts give this send more than fift 
Ly ~-TaA Shy y winners. Takes in $60.00, 


Sample $3. 75; Lots of 10 or are. $3.50. 
Deposit required on all orders. 


H. G. PAYNE COMPANY 


312-314 BROADWAY, NASHVILLE, TENN. 


LUCKY MATCH 


A sensational, brand new, money mak- 
ing game.  Fascinating—mystifying— 
quick selling. Sells matches. Clever 
display. Sweeping the country. Takes 
in $50.00, pays out $24.00. U. S. 
Tax paid. 


2 5 a emo @ 
Be the first with this novel and unique 


“Lucky Match.” Write quickly for full 
particulars. 


LUCKY MATCH CO. 
814 N. Sacramento Blvd, 
Chicago, Illinois 


GET LUCKY 


WIN UP TO 85.00 
5) - Pick A Lacky Match - §, 


MANY >} 
WINNERS 


Try Your Luck! 
5+ LUCKY MATCHES 5, 


&. 


Sam Gentilich and his de- 


Plymouth. ... 
sire to open a full barrel of oysters at 


morning. . .. The fellow who used to 
take advantage of an exaggerated pouch 
by jolting the pin games to get more 
and his Gay Ninety record tester swapped action out of the ball... .O. C. Marshall 
for a new-type machine. ... Jim Tal- somewhere in the direction of Frisco or 
lon and his troublesome appendix. ... not. 

George Rossi’s batchelorhood leaving 


this coming Chi show. . . . Buster Clesi 


Dealers in salesboards report the big- 
gest Christmas play in several 
Most deal in pecan logs, a native candy 
that generally retails for a dollar; miniae 
ture radios and vacuum-sealed cans of 
nut brittles. ' 


ferred” field. . The minister who 
jammed more words into local micro- 
phone in 15 minutes than on his pulpit 
on Sunday in a half hour... . Vincent 
Cassertino’s fish yarns each Monday 


¢ 
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AMUSEMENT MACHINES f 


January 1, 1938 


COLEMAN'S JANUARY SALES FLYER 


You Will Agree We Have Good Rebuilts 


MISCELLANEOUS USED 
MACHINES, 


Res. 

Be Watling Rol-A-Top 32. 50 
70c Watling Roil-A-Top 34.50 
25c Watling Rol-A-Top 35.00 
10c — Twin J.P. 


5o Watling EX DPi<eske 9.50 


ONE-BALL AUTOMATICS. 


Any amount of high grade 1- 
Ball Automatics at ridiculous- 
ly ed prices, including such 

hi as Jennings 
Flicker, Bally’s Multiple, Pros- 
pector, Round-Up, Stampede, 
Exhibit’s Football, Giant, and 
many others. Complete list 
with unbelievable prices. Re- 
quest attractive quantity 
prices on Lots of 5, 10 or 


MILLS MACHINES, 
Demonstrator and Rebuilt. 


Golf Ball Vender.. . 
Melon (Demonst.) . . 
Bonus (Demonst.) . 


Extraordinarys .... 
Goldens 
10c Goldens 
25c Goldens 
Se Futurity 
25c Futurity 

Sc War Eagles ... 

bs 4 War Eagles ... 


more, 10c FOK Silent Esc. 

50c Jackpot Bell .. 
5c Skyscrapers ... 
4c Skyscrapers . 
Se FOK re J.P 
. a Q. T 


Pace Bantam and Get our Exchange Proposition. co ,*. v. 
Se 

ot . 
Single J ACCESSORIES. 


2 Door Double Safe 
(New) 


ONE CENT VENDERS. 


Pace All-Star Mystery, ere mAOnING A eT. 
Lots 5 $29.50 | Coin Chute, 15¢ ¢ play, with 


Sing! J 
4,000 Watling Twin, Stand, Each $39 


19 Tr. (Blue) .. 
- (Orange) . 
100 JACKPOT 
Bells and Venders, 
Each, Lots 10 
Single Machines 9.95 
Watling, Caille, “Mills, Pace. 
PHONOGRAPHS. 
Mills De Luxe Dance 
Maste $. 


COUNTER MACHINES. 
2 Door 
(New) 


10 Mills Bell Locks. 
Single Lock 
Exhibit Free Play Side Mint Vender, 
(New) 12.50 Complete 
Jennings Grandstand. 22.50 Side Ball 
Nuggets — New) 7.50 Vender, Complete 
at Pm — ae Duke Gum Venders 
Prosit” new) owh-e -50 Pace Twin J. P. late ‘“‘Bumper” type, as well 
Puritan Vender .... . Fronts as a lot of other popular Ta- 
J Rock-Ola R bles, ranging in price from 
et ~ yen $3.00 up to $30.00, with 


discounts according to quan- 
Mills Reg. Pay Slides. 
Per Set 


orameee. LIST OF AMUSE- 
MENT G AMES, including the 


tity purchased. Request this 
list and save money. 


ephyr 
Punc netic (New) 


Distributors and Exporters, Request Quotations on Any New Machines, Terms: 1/3 Deposit. 
Cable Address Conove-:, All Phones, Main 1323. 


COLEMAN NOVELTY COMPANY 


1013-15-17 Fifth Ave. ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 
TO ALL OUR FRIENDS 
Herman Budin 


EXCLUSIVE EASTERN DISTRIBUTORS FOR EXHIBIT 


GET “HARE-N-HOUNDS”™! IT’S THE BIGGEST NOVELTY MACHINE TODAY! 
MAKING MONEY FOR ALL OPERATORS! 
Write for Newest List of Used Novelty Cames. Our Prices Are the Lowest! 


BUDIN’S SPECIALTIES, ING. srooccis'n 


WURLITZER>:: 


Nevins 8-7528. 
ROCK-OLA—Late 1936 Model. i999 50 | KEENEY BOWLETTES. - $49.50 


- $995 


ALL MACHINES GUARANTEED PERFECT CONDITION. 
SEASON’S GREETINGS TO ALL OUR FRIENDS AND 
BEST WISHES FOR A MOST PROSPEROUS 1938 


BABE KAUFMAN "“inco ‘Citi 250 W. 54th St, N.Y. C. 


SACRIFICE CLOSEOUT OF LATEST 1-BALLS 


Each 

30 Golden Wheels (Ticket Models) sar 50 bk th ee eer $29.50 
15 Foto Finish (Ticket Models) .... 49.50 | 4 Railroads (Ticket Models)...... 22.50 
8 Paddocks (Ticket Models) ..... 39:0 3 Sportsman De Luxe............ 29.50 
ee he eee 42.50 | 2 Classics (Ticket pease sbeswoe 35.00, 


173 Deposit With Order, Balance C. O. 
WRITE FOR COMPLETE LIST OF PAY TABLE CLOSEOUTS 


ACME VENDING CO., 1121 St. Nicholas Ave. NEW YORK 


40 FAIRGROUNDS *'797%? 


MILWAUKEE COIN MACHINE CO. 


3725 W. CENTER ST., MILWAUKEE, WIS. 


ADVERTISE IN THE BILLBOARD — YOU’LL BE 
SATISFIED WITH RESULTS 


Looking Backward 


Editor’s Note: In anticipation of the 
1938 Coin Machine Show, the editorial 
interpretation of the 1937 show is re- 
printed from the January 23, 1937, issue 
of The Billboard. It will be an inter- 
esting exercise to check this article in 
the light of events as they have hap- 
pened in the trade since the 1937 annual 
convention. 


The 1937 Show 

The 1937 coin machine convention, 
January 11 to 14 in Chicago, fulfilled 
the promise of being “bigger and better” 
than previous annual conventions of the 
coin machine industry over a period of 
nine years. The general implications 
of the convention were seen to be con- 
structive and to point toward a num- 
ber of possibilities in expansion. 

The commercial importance of the 
industry, as indicated by the quantity 
and variety of its manufactured prod- 
ucts, may be regarded as the outstanding 
characteristic of the 1937 convention. 


Attendance at the 1937 convention is 
estimated at 7,500. Advance registrations 
reached a total of 5,000, under the new 
system adopted for the first time by the 
industry. About 1,700 paid admissions 
were also recorded. Wives and children 
of delegates, of course, did not show up 
in the registration. A total of more than 
3,400 tickets for the annual banquet was 


reported. It will require some time to . 


analyze the registrations and judge in- 
dications as to trends in the rank and 
file of the industry, or that part of it 
which attends the annual conventions. 

The jobbing and distributing division 
of the trade had the most complete 
representation, and especially from. tke 
more distant States. Such a large pro- 
portion of jobbers and distributors is to 
be expected, due to the very nature of 
their position in the set-up of the in- 
dustry. A significant number registered 
as “distributor-jobber-operator,” or “job- 
ber-operator,” which may be taken as an 
indication of a trend in the evolution 
of the coin machine operator. The lack 
of any.definite classification or stand- 
ard for registering the three groups as 
distinctive from each other is also a 
factor. The rise of the used-machine 
problem has made it necessary for many 
operators to enter the selling field, and 
the recent wave of high-priced machines 
has led many a distributor and jobber 
to enter the operating field. 


After ail, the rapid developments in 
the trade make it difficult to classify 
its members, and the probable result will 
be that the smell operator becomes an 
affiliate or employee of organizations 
that both sell and operate machines. A 
more complete study of the rank and 
file of the trade may be possible at a 
later date. 

The type, value and total quantity of 
products on display at the 1937 con- 
vention is a subject for intensive study, 
too complex to be treated in an editorial 
review. The value of the products shown 
and the total quantity suggests that the 
coin machine industry has attained 
commercial importance .and is to be 
compared favorably with other national 
industries. The size of the 1937 exhibit 
takes rank among the large national 
exhibits showing in Chicago. All of 
which means that a lot of the old 
prejudices against the industry as such 
must begin to disappear and also that 
the manufacturing division of the in- 
dustry must begin to develop some sort 
of public policy. 

Types of Machines 

The development of the larger and 
more expensive machines, such as bowl- 
ing games, targets, phonographs, cigaret 
machines and other high-grade products, 
attracts attention to the commercial 
importance of the industry. Some mem- 
bers of the trade are already shying at 
this fact and have fears that it will lead 
to @ wave of taxation. An industry that 
grows to the present size of the coin 
machine industry cannot hope to escape 
taxation and control, but it could lay 
the groundwork for reasonable taxation 
by a definite show of some degree of 
public spirit. A large section of the 
trade feels that the industry can grow 
to its present size and still maintain the 
old idea of “slot machine secrecy.” The 
quality and price of the present major 
devices make it impossible for the in- 
dustry to keep its head in the sand like 
an ostrich. 

A glance at the types of machines 
shown will suggest some interesting 
comparisons. Reference will be made to 


the number of models of the various 
types of machines shown. It is impos- 
sible to be exact in the classification of 
models of a certain type of machine, 
since a change in color may be regarded 
by the maker as a model, while actually 
it is the same machine. One booth had 
10 different color combinations of ma- 
chines, while actually there were only 
two different models. An attempt is 
made here to list the various models and 
suggest some of the indications, 


The target machines, involving the 
principle of the photo-electric cell, are 
comparatively new in the field of coin- 
operated machines and have been the 
subject of costly development work dur- 
ing the year 1936. The target machines 
are now regarded as perfect enough me- 
chanically to merit the consideration of 
operators who want high-grade ma- 
chines. A total of 23 models or varia- 
tions of the target machines were on 
display at the 1937 show. That in itself 
is an indication of the rapid develop- 
ment in a type of machine which in the 
present cycle is about one year old. The 


pioneer radio rifle was on display this . 


year along with the most modern de- 
velopments of the target principle. Aside 
from further progress in developing 
accurate shooting qualities, the future 
work in the target field will be to de- 
velop new innovations in targets. 
Continuing a study of the more ex- 
pensive machines, eight models of coin- 
operated bowling games were to be seen 
on the exhibit floor. These machines 
have taken recent strides, apparently to 
meet a demand for unquestioned skill 
games in many territories. They are 
valuable machines and offer real oppor- 
tunities for promotion in getting loca- 
tions and also in appealing to players. 
The size of the games imposes limits on 
the field of their expansion. A few 
adaptations of the bowling idea were 
observed in smaller games, but a bowling 
game still remains a bowling game, with- 
out much possibility for innovations. 


Twenty-two models of coin-operated 
phonographs were exhibited, an indica- 
tion of the importance of the music 
division of the trade. This is probably 
the most progressive group within the 
industry trom the standpoint of organi- 
zation and development of public spirit. 
There is a possibility that leadership 
for. the industry may develop in the 
music field, since music machines have 
some problems common to the industry. 


Cranes and Diggers 

Thirteen models of diggers, cranes and 
rotary premium venders were on the 
floor. Stability in the dixger and crane 
field seems to have been reached, since 
the development of new;,models seems 
to have dropped off consicierably during 
the last year or so. The new rotary 
premium vender is a new adaptation of 
the idea and four models of this type 
are included in the above 13. Another 
rotary machine is said to be on the 
way, which will make five models in the 
field. 

Twenty-one other models of expensive 
floor machines were also shown which 
are difficult to classify. They include 
the de luxe racing, dice, roulette, card 
and baseball games. All of these ma- 
chines are in beautiful cabinets, have 
high-grade mechanisms, and the number 
of machines on display this year indi- 
cates that many possibilities for develop- 
ment and manufacture le in this field. 
The 21 machines shown may be said to 
be only an indication of the variety and 
adaptations that can be carried out in 
such machines. A baseball game which 
received considerable publicity uses 2 
playing field well known to the trade 
and is an indication that inventive 
genius may find it possible to bring 
many an old idea up-to-date with me- 
chanical refinements, a beautiful cabinet 
and modern promotion. , 

Most of the racing, dice, roulette and 
card games involve the principle of 
chance, and with the bell machines 
bring to the front the whole question 
of games of chance. One manufacturer 
this year boldly displayed a blow-up of 
some unfavorable newspaper publicity 
on his de luxe dice game. An official of 
the Florida Press Association attended 
the convention and said that coin- 
operated games of chance have as much 
right to existence as legalized racing 
bets, etc. A rich field exists for pub- 
licity on games of chance as one of the 
oldest forms of popular amusement, but 
makers and users of such games do not 
seem to be agreed yet as to whether they 
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17S NOT A SALE UNLESS YOURE SATISFIED ! 
1-BALL AUTOMATICS 


22 Caroms .......$24.50 
12 Derby Day..... 32.50 
25 Golden Wheel.. 39.50 
SLOTS 

Jennings Chiefs... .$37.50 
Mills Blue Front... .45.00 
Mills Blue Front, 50c 59.50 
Jennings Chief, 50c. 47.50 
Bally Reliance .... 19:50 
War Eagle ....... 32.50 
Cherry Bells ...... 59.50 
Mile GT ........ AD 
A. B. T. Skiil Target, 

' Used 3 Weeks... 22.50 


Fairground ......$ 99.50 
Fleetwood ...... 119.50 
16 Previews .... 16.50 


CONSOLES 
Liberty Bell .....$ 72.50 
Bally Favorite ... 79.50 
Paces Races ..... 109.50 
Evans Roletto ... 129.50 
Galloping Domino. 129.50 
Paces Races, 25c.. 265.00 
Paces Races, 5c... 265.00 

PHONOGRAPHS 
Wurlitzer P-10....$69.50 
Wurlitzer P-12.... 89.50 
Rock-Ola 1936.... 89.50 


1/3 Deposit. 


GERBER & GLAS 


prefer their games to be legalized or 
remain illegal. As valuable as coin- 
operated games of chance may be, re- 
formers should note that they are a 
minor item in comparison with the 
nation’s betting bill on races, baseball, 
football, etc., according to an authorita- 
tive article published by The Chicago 
Tribune. 


The modernized bell or jackpot ma- 
chine was displayed in about 28 dif- 
ferent models. This does not include 
some 63 models of smaller counter 
devices which use the revolving wheel. 
At least two glorified bells were shown. 
It is not easy to estimate the models 
of the smaller counter devices since 
they are made in such a wide variety of 
adaptations. The use of the counter 
devices in sales promotion is apparently 
showing a steady growth, as shown by 
the reel types used. 


Pinball Games 

The original pinball game is now 
clearly divided into two groups, and 
both groups are now merely a part of 
an industry which such games launched 
five years ago on its modern stride. 
Twenty models of novelty pinball games 
were shown, one manufacturer having 
five and the next highest two. Before 
the end of 1936 the announcement of a 
novelty pinball game had become news. 
The manufacture of novelty pinball now 
seems to be to meet an established de- 
mand and no real innovations were 
noticeable. The payout type of table 
games were exhibited in 32 models, one 
manufacturer showing eight and another 
five. Progress in this type of game 
seems to be in mechanical refinements, 
rg of cabinet and in novelty playing 
lelds. 


The modern cigaret machine staged a 
climb to prominence with 37 models on 
display. This number includes some 
small counter machines, but the ma- 
jority of the models show the highest 
quality of vending machine~construc- 
tion. That automatic machines are to 
Play a part in the sales of cigarets is 
clearly shown. Rich variations in cabi- 
net design and some mechanical refine- 
ments were evident. One manufacturer 
displayed a rich cabinet with a radio 
built into the base of the machine. 


Purther progress in the merchandising 
Machine field was seen in the display 
of about 24 models of candy and gum 
venders, seven de luxe venders and about 
70 buik nut and confection venders. 
The number of displays of merchandis- 
ing machines and the great variety 
of these machines show remarkable 
Progress in the merchandising machine 
field during the past year or so. Some 
Miscellaneous types of merchandise 
venders were also shown, including 
Postace stamp, razor blade venders, etc. 
A shoe-shine machine and about five 
Models of scales were to be seen. A 
beautiful machine for vending bottled 
drinks (Coca-Cola) was also on display. 
Cigaret machines and bulk vending 
Machines showed greatest progress in 
the merchandising machine field. From 
the number of candy-bar machines 
shown it might be judged that this 
type of vender had not kept pace with 
the general progress of the vending field. 

Firms supplying parts and supplies or 


914 DIVERSEY 
CHICAGO, ILL. 


in some way allied with the trade con- 
stituted an important part of the ex- 
hibit. Nineteen firms supplying the 
trade with some item were shown on 
the list of exhibitors. These firms sup- 
ply everything from metal castings to 
phonograph needles, candies, gum, etc, 
They deserve a vote of thanks, since 
some of them could not expect toe de- 
velop business by exhibiting. Their 
presence helps to add to the importance 
and ‘prestige of the annual display. 
Eleven premium firms had displays at 
the 1937 convention. Nine firms featur- 
ing salesboards were also on the list. 


Manufacturing Trends 

Manufacturing trends may be seen as 
toward more expensive machines that 
are definitely legal. These include the 
bowling games, targets, phonographs, 
cigaret machines, etc. Or, as one manu- 
facturer put it, “the tendency is to build 
fewer borderline machines: they are 
either strictly legal or they are games 
of chance built for territories that allow 
such games to run.” Among the manu- 
facturers there is a marked tendency 
to branch out by building a greater 
variety of machines or to manufacture 
products outside the automatic field al- 
together. Coin machine firms today are 
making ice-cream freezers, furniture, 
fractional motors, novelties and air- 
conditioning apparatus. This expansion 
may be a marked feature in 1937. In 
contrast to this expansion, one well- 
known music firm has in the last two 
years become a prominent manufacturer 
of coin-operated machines. A big Chi- 
cago corporation is also known to have 
passed up a real opportunity in the coin 
machine field _ because it thought 
“operators were a bunch of racketeers.” 

The voice of the operator at the 1937 
convention was somewhat subdued. This 
was in marked contrast to what has 
happened at many of the previous con- 
ventions. It may be an indication that 
operators’ organizations are declining, 
that distributors and jobbers are as- 
suming leadership in their territories, 
or that the annual conventions are 
coming to be regarded as valuable for 
two purposes: that the operator may 
have a good time and that the manu- 
facturer may find out which of his new 
machines are worth starting into pro- 
duction. Heretofore it has been said 
that the majority of new machines 
shown at the annual convention would 
never be put into production. The 
manufacturer would use the convention 
to discover which of his new ideas had 
any appeal to the operator. This use 
of the convention still exists, but it may 


be predicted that a greater percentage of. 


the new machines shown at the 1937 
convention will actually go into produc- 
tion than ever before. And when the 
convention ceases to be the voice of the 
operator he can say what he pleases to 
his jobber—or he might live to see the 
day when th? trade papers become more 
representative of the operator’s needs 
and ideas. 


Battle Against Slugs 
No review of an annual convention 
of the coin machine industry its com- 
plete without a consideration of progress 
made in the perpetual battle avcainst 
slugs. At least eight firms made special 


RACES 


CONSOLE TYPE 


$8 Top Award! 30 possible Winners! 
Payouts multiplied by ae on 
Coins inserted up to four. 
Place, Show, Fourth, Field and Daily 
Double Awards—Odds up to 40-1 


A spectacular money-maker. 
sensationally low priced! 
Magnificent moderne 
sole-type cabinet — Giant 
24” comets light-up Back 
Panel!—New Super-Features! 
Class and Flash that get top 
play in any location! 


$189.50 


POWER PAK (AC) 
EQUIPPED 


CHECK SEPARATOR NO * 
CHARGE. 


HORSE 
SHOES 


Combines the best fea- z 
tures of DERBY DAY 
and DAILY RACES plus 
many, new innovations— 
the greatest racing, hit of 
today! Amazingly low- 
priced! 


$149.50 


DERBY Console 


High Card Console 
Miracles in Class and Earn- 
ings! Write for Complete 

Description. 


displays of their latest developments in 
the way of coin chutes and slug ejectors. 
The well-known A. B. T. line was on 
display. Two lock manufacturers dis- 
played their latest coin chutes. The 
Shyvers-Monarch device featured its 
visible escalator; the Wurlitzer slide 
chute was introduced “to discourage the 
use of slugs” and will be sold to the 
trade; the Goretta chute was displayed 
for merchandising machines. The Vanak 
coin selector and the Universal coin 
head were featured in special booths as 
the latest developments in specialized 
coin chutes. The adaptation of the Uni- 
versal coin head to table games appears 
to be a novel idea. Thus the battle 
against slugs goes on and each year adds 
its small contribution to the hope of 
reaching final perfectiqn in coin chutes. 


Manufacturers contacted appeared to 
be very optimistic about sales made 
during the convention this year. The 
new plan of advance registration for 
trade members and paid admission at 
the door for those who had not regis- 
tered seemed to be satisfactory. In view 
of the record attendance, if the public 
had been admitted free as in previous 
years it would have been impossible to 
manage the crowd. Many complaints 
were heard about hotel accommodations, 
and one reason for this was probably 
due to the fact that other large conven- 
tions were also in session at the same 
time. The banquet set a record for at- 
tendance and every possible effort had 
been made to provide accommodations 
for the crowd of more than 3,400 guests. 


The 1937 convention may be sum- 
marized as follows: (1) It surpassed 
previous conventions in attendance, 
number of exhibitors and in the quan- 
tity and variety of exhibits; (2) A 
tendency toward high grade, fully legal 
machines was indicated: (3) The wide 
variety in machines and products shown 
indicates definite progress and expansion 
in the trade; (4) A definite comeback 
in merchandising machines was shown 
in number of machines exhibited, and 
particularly in the high-grade cigaret 
machines on display: (5) A noticeable 
balance in the various divisions of the 
trade, including the widest variety of 
coin-operated machines ever shown, was 
in evidence. 
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Dux and Mars, 
Equally fortunate were 


things to come in 1938 


CHICAG 


1725 DIVERSEY BLVD. 


skh Now, at the conclusion of twelve months 
of happy activity, we pause to reflect on the 
most successful year in our history—to look 
forward to greater prosperity for all. 


During 1937, the Chicago Coin Machine 
Manufacturing Company was fortunate in 
the production of such hits as Home Run, 
Replay, Sensation of 1937, Beamlite of 1937, 


to mention but 


fidence of the nation’s operators—in obtain- 
ing the whole-hearted co-operation of a host 
of coin machine distributors and jobbers. 


For your vole 6f confidence in us, expressed 
by your purchases of our games, we gratefully 
offer sincere thanks anda promise of greater 


MACHINE MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
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a few. 
we in gaining the con- 
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Lee Manufacturing Go, 
754 W. Adams St., Chicago, U.S. A. 


gd your correspondence to advertisers by men- 
tioning The Billboard. 


On to Chicago, 
Cry of Texans 


By TOM MURRAY, Ft. Worth 


FORT WORTH, Dec. 25.—Toot, toot, 
the big Texas delegation will soon be off 
for the Chicago Coin Machine Show. And 
what a time will be had by all. A swell 
train trip, basking in the comfort of the 
Katy’s luxurious lounge cars, refreshing 
now and then at the famous bar and 
enjoying that good home cooking in the 
diners while viewing the beauty of the 
countryside as the fast, smooth Katy 
speeds on toward the convention city. 
Man alive, you can’t afford to miss it. 


Then comes that St. Louis stop, when 
all the folks get out and stretch them- 
selves for a few minutes before taking 
up the final trek to Chicago. Of course, 
there will be amusement of various kinds 
on the train. Card games, bridge and 
other games will be enjoyed during the 
trip. Plenty of fun on the train and 
then that grand and glorious arrival at 
Chicago, with all the boys down at the 
depot to greet the delegation. There 
will be big smiling Joe Huber with the 
usual hearty hand shake and friendly 
back slap. The Bally boys will be there, 
Jim Buckley, Ray Moloney and Herb 
Jones "qd their gang of O’Tool Indians. 
There’ ll be Dave Gottlieb, Jack Nelson, 
Jimmy Johnson, Bill Woollen, Walter 
Hurd, Harvey Carr, Hubert Messe, Jack 
Keeney, Walter Tratsch, Leo Kelly, John 
Watling, Fred McClellan, Marshall See- 
burg and hundreds of others to greet 
the Texas cowboys. What a time, what a 
time! You can’t afford to miss such a 


New Money Maker 
For Every Counter 


A thrill with every play. The big- 
gest nickel’s worth of entertainment 
ever offered in a counter game. Takes 
Top Play everywhere. An old-time 
favorite card game, “RED DOG.” 
Pushing in coin chute deals “‘House”’ 
card—pulling out chute automatically 
deals four “Player” cards. When 
player has 2 or more cards of same 
sult and of higher value than “‘House”’ 
card, awards up to $2.00 are paid. 
high priced payout ta 


! 


ORDER FROM YOUR JOBBER © 
EXHIBIT SUPPLY CO., 


Takes pennies, 
nickels, dimes and quar- 
ters. The greatest mon- 
ey making counter game 
ever offered. A greater 
money maker than most 


grand and glorious trip. 

Then on Monday comes the big opening 
of exhibitions when hundreds of new 
coin machine creations will be un- 
covered. Operators will look, test, retest 
and then proclaim the merits of the new 
machines. 

But back to that train ride to Chicago. 
The Katy has promised to give the dele- 
gation the very best in service this year. 
Nothing will be left undone to make the 
trip a happy one for everyone. The 
Wabash, which picks up the delegation’s 
cars at St. Louis, will also be on their 
toes to render the most pleasant service 
possible. 

The Fort Worth boys will leave here at 
3:50 pm. January 15 and will join the 
Dallas group at Denison at 6:30 p.m. 
Dallas train will leave Dallas at 4 p.m., 
arriving at Denison, as stated, at 6:30 
p.m. Will arrive in St. Louis January 
16 at 8:30 a.m. Arrive in Chicago Jan- 
uarv 16 at 1:45 p.m. This schedule gives 
you Sunday evening and night in Chi- 


cago. 
THE SCHEDULE 


Leave Dallas January 15, 4 p.m. 

Leave Fort Worth January 15, 3:50 p.m. 

Arrive in St. Louis January 16, 8:30 
a.m. : 

Leave St. Louis January 16, 8:50 a.m. 

Arrive in Chicago January 16, 1:45 


m. 

Return schedule will be furnished all 
members of the delegation. The return 
trip will be just as pleasant as the trip 
to Chicago. Just a big party of business 
and pleasure from start to finish. Toot, 
toot, let’s go! 

Just send your reservation request to 
Tommy Murray, 1117 Florence street, P. 
O. Box 606, Fort Worth, Tex., or Earl 
Reynolds, Simplex Distributor, 4116 Live 
Oak street, Dallas, Tex. 

Remember, the Katy and Wabash are 
the official roads to use. Be sure to 
be with the big crowd on this trip. 


Covington Judge Rules Cig 
Game Not Gambling Per Se 


COVINGTON, Ky., Dec. 25.—Judge 
Johnst Northcutt in Kenton’ County Cir- 
cuit Court Thursday morning granted a 
temporary injunction to Arthur Dehnert, 
local coin machine operator, restraining 
Police Chief John Putthoff and Sheriff 
Ennis Kenny from molesting any of his 
machines on location. The temporary 
order becomes permanent in 20 days, 
upon the application of Dehnert. 

Dehnert was represented in the case 
by Joseph C. Healy, Covington attorney. 
The machine involved was a reel cigaret 
machine which automatically vends a 
pack of cigarets with each 10 nickels 
played. Judge Northcutt ruled that 
operation of the device did not con- 
stitute gambling per se, but stated that 
a conviction could be obtained if it were 
proved that the machine was being used 
for gambling purposes. 


1938 WATCHWORD 


“We must meet public opinion on its own level. 


our industry if the public feels that 


up and we must bring our industry nearer to that part of the public which 


has any suspicions regarding its merits as an industry. . . . Public opinion 
It either makes or breaks any division 


is the most potent of all forces. 
of the amusement industry.” 
—lJohn 


in The Billboard, May 15, 1937. 


We must clean up 
certain parts of it should be cleaned 


A. Fitzgibbons, New York, 


‘RED DOG’ 


42229 W. LAKE ST., CHICAGO 


Calcutt on World 


Fair Committee 


FAYETTEVILLE, N. C., Dec. 25.—An- 
nouncement was. made here this past 
week that Joe Calcutt, head of the 
Vending Machine Company, of this city, 
had been appointed a member of the 
Advisory Committee of North Carolina 
for the 1939 World’s Pair. Notice came 
from Winthrop W. Alderidge, chairman 
of the World’s Fair Advisory Committee. 

As a member of the committee of 
this State Calcutt will work in close 
co-operation with Robert M. Hanes, of 
Winston-Salem, who is chairman of the 


North Carolina committee, as well as 
with Alderidge and Grover Whalen, 
former police commissioner of New York 
City, who is chairman of the World’s 
Pair Commi 


Calcutt is the first member of the 
coin machine industry to be honored 
with an appointment to serve the in- 
terests of his State at the coming fair, 
it is believed. It is expected that he 
will have quite a lot to do with the 
exhibit which North Carolina. will have 
at the fair. 


IN THE WHOLESALE 
MERCHANDISE SECTION 
: for the 
LATEST NOVELTIES, PRIZES 
PREMIUMS AND SPECIALTIES 
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- AMUSEMENT MACHINES 


Majority of Operators Neglect 


January 1, 1938 


his desk directing the activities of his 
company. He extends a hearty invita- 
tion to any of the oldtimers to drop in, 
refresh themselves and pass the time of 


Personal Location Acquaintance 


By WILLIAM C. MOSSBARGER 
(Published by the Silent Sales Company, Minneapolis) 


Many times in conversation with op- 
erators, both private and in groups, 
the past few years, it has been men- 
tioned that all the good phonograph loca- 
tions have been taken, and that the 
business has already reached its peak if 
not already on the down grade. To my 
mind and way of thinking there is 
nothing further from the truth than 
these statements ordinarily made by op- 
erators. 


When one thinks of the time and ef- 
fort that business men in other lines of 
endeavor put forth to secure business, 
it is a mystery to me how the average 
operator secures any business at all. The 
majority of operators don’t know their 
customers. Most of them have route 
men who do not know the fundamentals 
of good business. In many instances 
one finds only a telephone number left 
with the location. In case the location 
needs service he calls this number and 
reports that the machine is out of order. 
An actual check on the first 50 locations 
a man will go into will show that 50 
per cent of the locations don’t even 
know the operator’s name with whom 
they are doing business. 


By way of comparison in the way the 
operators run their business with the 
average retail merchants, it is a wonder 
to me how the operator gets along. The 
average retail merchant will go to any 
length with his time, efforts and money 
to become acquainted with his cus- 
tomers; customers that probably at the 
most will not spend over $100 per year 
with him. 


Yet Mr. Average Operator doesn’t think 
well enough of a customer who turns 
him in a minimum of $4 or $5 per week, 
or an average of $200 to $250 a year, to 
even get around and become acquainted. 
He is such a stranger to him that often- 
times he will call to check his equip- 
ment and find it shoved in the back 
room or in the corner. Swell friend he 
is. That operator, nine times out of 
10, will tell other operators what an 
ungrateful customer this man is. 

This is a deplorable situation and a 
tremendous handicap for any operator 
who tries to run a business without put- 
ting certain personal contacts into his 
business. It is true a lot of operators 
have route men. In this case it is up 
to the operator to check from time to 
time and see how his route men are 
treating the customer who is constantly 
supplying him with that flow of nickels, 
dimes and quarters. 

It is therefore up to every operator to 
strengthen his business by supplying 
these necessary contacts with the loca- 
tion if he hopes to make any degree of 
success with his business. You will find 
the successful operator has been doing 
this. There are any number of oper- 
ators that will run across locations that 
are loyal to the operator who is serving 
him. They wonder, in lots of instances, 
why higher commissions will not get 
them the spot. 


It has often been asked of me what I 
considered a good location for gn oper- 
ator. After thinking this over from 
every angle I consider the best location 
for the operator is the location that is 
loyal to his operator. You can have 
loyal locations by supplying them with 
personal contacts and superior service. 

I know a very successful operator who 
built up a very successful business from 
locations that the other operators re- 
fused simply because they thought the 
spot would not be any good from a high 
receipt standpoint. It is on record with 
this particular operator that in the be- 
ginning he placed equipment in loca- 
tions that apparently would never bring 
him a favorable return on his invest- 
ment. Yet this operator, by personal 
contacts and timely suggestions, estab- 
lished a sound and firm friend of that 
location owner and made a better busi- 
ness man out of him in doing so. 

Every operator today has a chance by 
improving his methods of operating to 
secure locations that will bring him 
profitable returns. But you can’t do it 
by just leaving a telephone number with 
that location and letting “George do the 
rest.” 


Geo. Coleman Reminisces 
On Old-Time Collecting 


CHICAGO, Dec. 25.—It takes Jack Nel- 
son to call the turn on oldtimers. Not 
long ago when he and George Coleman, 
of the Coleman Novelty Company, Rock- 
ford, Ill., met on one of George’s weekly 
trips to Chicago, he said: “Why, yes, 
George, I remember you way back in the 
good old operating days when Tom 
Watling was driving around with a horse 
and buggy.” 

George replied: “Yes, those were the 
day when every operator wore an over- 
coat in the winter and a long duster in 
the summer to collect his cash ma- 
chines.” In fact, there was nothing else 
running in those days but straight bells, 
and they all had money bags instead of 
cash boxes. 

“The scientific way to collect was for 
the operator to open up the machine, 
take out the bagful of money (and be- 
lieve me they were good-sized and full) 
and drop it in his overcoat pocket. 
Taking a firm grip around the middle 
of the bag, he would dump half of the 
proceeds in his pocket and then go out 
in the back room and give the rest of 
the proceeds to the proprietor, with the 
remark: ‘Pete, you had a mighty good 
week.’ 

“Things have changed wonderfully 
since those days, as is evidericed by the 
high caliber of men in the operating busi- 
ness all over the country. The average 
location knows just about the amount to 
be expected in the box before 
opening.” 

George spends most of his time at 


day at any time they are anywhere in 


his territory. 


Haskell Arranges 
N. Y. Special Train 


NEW YORK, Dec. 25.—<Benjamin H. 
Haskell, executive secretary for the 
Empire State Skill Games Board of 
Trade, which includes all the organiza- 
tions in this State, issued circulars this 
past week from the headquarters of the 
New York Central Railroad informing 
coinmen in this area of the special 
train which is being arranged to carry 
them to the 1938 Coin Machne Conven- 
tion. In addition to carrying the large 
crowd of New York coinmen, the train 
will also pick up coinmen all along the 


route, 
The increased amount of 


being manifested in the show this year 
is regarded by Haskell as a sure sign 
that the train will have more distribs and 
operators on board when it arrives in 
Chicago than ever before. He reports 
that everything is being arranged to 
make the trip as enjoyable as possible. 
Reservations are now being made with 
Haskell and direct with the New York 


Central. 


If He Answered Queries 
Sphinx Would Be Wizard 


We recently sent a letter to distributors 
and jobbers in various trade centers 
asking for a personal report on trade 
The let- 


conditions in their territories. 
ter, in part, read: 


“We would like to have a market re- 
port from every trade center in the 
country. So please send me your confi- 
dential report. Make it as brief as you 
like, but let me know something about 
- . » What operators are buying .. . 
doing ... thinking. What machines are 
really selling? How does your section 


look for 1938? 


“A confidential report from you would 
sure help us a lot in deciding what 
trade conditions really are and what we 
might do to help in the cause.” 

Some of the most interesting informa- 
tion concerning trade conditions that 
an editor could wish for has been re- 
ceived. But for novelty and succinct- 
ness (whatever that is) the following 


probably takes the prize: 


“If I could answer your questions any- 
where near night I’d be a wizard—Bill 
(the Sphinx) Cohen, Minneapolis.” 


DELIVERY 
NOW! 


@ it’s Even Better Than RACES! @ 


AND USED GAMES AND VENDING MACHINES 


interest 


STONERG.». 


AURORA, ILLINOIS 


AURORAN 


SN NNN NAN ANS 


2 In 4 Vendor for 
Nuts, Candies, 


).ROBBINS &C 


1141-B DEKALB AVE 
»BROOKLYN,.N,Y, 


to and 15¢ 
Cigarette Venders 


a » Etc. ° 
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LADY LUCK [°¢ 


1200 Hole Form 4190 Ys “ea 
Takes In eo ere .$40.00 — ys 
Pays Out ...... 19.00 
Price With Easel... 1.46 

Plus 10% Federal Tax 
Holiday Boards, Holiday Cards and 
Holiday Headings. 
Write for our Catalog of Money Mak- 
ing Boards, Cards and Die Cut Sheets. 


CHAS. A. BREWER & SONS 


Largest Board & Card House in the World 
6320-32 Harvard Ave., Chicago, U. s. A. 


EASTERN DISTRIBUTORS FOR MILLS NOVELTY COMPANY : 


| 
Bally Mfg. Co. D. Gottlieb Co. Daval Mfg. Co. a 


H. C. Evans & Co. A. B. T. Co. Western Equip. Co. j 
Groetchen Mfg. Co. * 
BILL HAPPEL, Badger Novelty Company, Milwaukee, and Jim Buckley, 26th end Hunt Sts. Ay 

pon oe Dies sg play Bally Baskets while Ray Moloney, Bally's president, KEYSTONE NOV. & MFG. CO. *Suitacetpunk’ ee a ii 


in: 
a ee The Billboard 141 % 
RR | Se : 
ee ra eae ae | 
a . 4 ct 
PC wo | iF 
i tie 
‘ is 
a ig I 
, iy = 3 : 
, —_—_—_—_—_—————— a | fF) 
’ Oy " : . a 
’ » —< ~—< ‘ ? ¥ : ; 
1 Pe - _ Sk 
e ee 
f 
e : a : ins.3) 
. f 
ae ene | 
; | 
1 
ee ) 
j 
ee Ped 
RAB ABaawasasaaaes STONER’S i } . 
2. wr 
S) 
| ; 
oo a  ; )6 | 
a ae tes ge — 
's Gl ota Wg 
a Bai il j | . 
“ ali ee Leacwe Y . | 
od \ he | i 
‘- ot fe ITE FOR OUR COMPLETE CATALOG OF N [ore 4 
1e€ - AL Dg ’ 
: 
ne a RT, 4 i 
ve apie ‘| 
» ies nS . ec er 
, ig * r ‘ ile i 7) j ‘3 oS aa y 
a? 4 ‘ | \\ W 6% Vs | 
or = < Re : “ ¥ § v SF omnes : ‘ 
ee a > - , OR | aS sl | 
mo Wow.o’s Mest Treas Arr ment Game f 3333333353 3Ss Ss ssessss sess | 4 
x Rey: Gey Ee ae HaHa ffs | 
| CS ‘ fea 7 1g 
We mesa ' » BHStteeSteSteissttesc tits, ws we hg 
. ON RR ee te ; . sateen eTE az wal i i 
eS) Kae ae oe | Sar ie mee 4. 
—— ~ , 7 Ae et ri - ee 7 
= @ i 
: ? oo, 4 wy 
“ 7 an —— 
_ “= 
| ie 


ead ae) eat ed 


142 The Billboard 


AMUSEMENT MACHINES 


By Popular Demand-- 


~ Daval Recreates the Chicago Express. 


in a 1938 Model Skill-Thrill High- 


Score Game with Bumpers—PLUS * 


and 


sets 


od the trail n 1935. 
the pace in 1938! 


* “SPEED-ACTION" elevators LIFT balls onto track, ; 


shooting them into high score field! Cleverly placed 
catapults catch some of the balls which have 
missed the elevators and project them into other 


high-scoring positions! Intervening bumpers also 


add to the suspense and build up the score! Balls 


traveling inside of backboard provide illusion of 


speeding trains! NOTHING LIKE IT EVER BEFORE! 


For FasterProfits grab the 1938 CHICA GO EXPRESS! 


DISTRIBUTORS and 
JOBBERS NOTE— 


SOME TERRITORY - 
STILL OPEN! 


ITE, WIRE 


HOYNE AVE., CHICAGO 


lit | a Lo ac 


AUOSCMLET © CORVEBIC RCE © CHEFLOTBEST @ CHARITY 


Address THE COIN CHUTE LEAGUE, 600 Woods Building, Chicago, Ill. 


Personalized Giving 
The following editorial, Los Angeles 
Times, December 19, 1937, is selected as 
one of the best on the giving spirit 
whigh appeared in daily newspapers 
during the holiday season: 


“A practical connection exists this 
year between Christmas giving and the 
progress of national affairs. Private 
charity undoubtedly is greater this sea- 
son than it has been in many years. 
Evidence of this on every hand. Yet 
the explanation lies not entirely in a 
spontaneous spirit of benevolence. 


“This reaction is manifesting itself in 
a return to a fundamentally American 
idea of personalized giving. The satis- 
faction of providing formal relief with 
tax money, administered under govern- 
ment regulations, is not comparable to 
that derived from aiding needy persons 
directly. 


“This is being demonstrated in Los 
Angeles. 

“Never before has there been such a 
collecting of toys for poor children. 
Christmas parties for orphans, crippled 
youngsters and needy old folk are being 
arranged on every hand. Radios for the 
blind, baskets for the poor, clothing for 
the indigent, shelter for the homeless, 
homes for babies, all are being provided 
in abundance. 

“This is entirely apart from and in ad- 
dition to the volume of Christmas trade 
for families and friends, which also has 
reached a new high mark in stores and 
shops both in the city and in the smaller 
communities. 

“A tangible feeling of genuine philan- 
thropy is apparent. Persons who in years 
past have been content to observe 
Christmas for themselves and their fam- 
ilies alone have broadened their scope 
to take in the people who need help 
most. 

“Perhaps there is no explanation for 
it. Perhaps a charitable feeling is just 
in the air. But this hardly seems to 
explain the widespread manifestation. 
More likely seems the belief that it is 
an almost conscious expression of a de- 
sire to bring the proper spirit back to 
the yuletide giving.” 


Opinions Differ 

There is quite a difference of opinion 
at times about accepting contributions 
from persons or firms that presumably 
obtain their money from games of 
chance, race track betting, etc. A re- 
cent news dispatch from Concord, N. H., 
related that a trustee of the Golden Rule 
Farm Home had protested against the 
institution’s accepting money from a 
charity fund raised at the Rockingham 
race track. But the Protestant Epis- 
copal bishop of New Hampshire said he 
saw no objection to the grant. The 
race track charity fund amounted to 
$37,000 during the season, $880 of which 
was to go to the boys’ home. 


At a private party given at his home 
recently by an official of the Greater 
New York Vending Machine Operators’ 
Association a considerable sum was con- 
tributed by members of the coin ma- 
chine trade present to be given to the 
Jewish Federation of Charities, one of 
the prominent charitable organizations 
of the country. This is practically an 
annual custom by the New York coin- 
men at the time the organization puts 
on its annual drive for funds. 


Good year or bad, poor kids are never 
forgotten in Jefferson Parish, New Or- 
leans, during the Christmas season by 
Mark Boasberg (Jack Sheehan). It’s an 
annual event by the Boasberg family to 
see that every poor child in the vicinity 
of the Sheehan “Suburban Acres” home 
is convinced that Santa Claus forgets no 
one. A giant Christmas tree with dozens 
of lights, toys by the score and plenty 
of candy and other confections are dis- 
tributed each year. And all done with- 
out the usual publicity gags of other 
“philanthropists.” 


Employment 
The official government report on em- 
ployment, October 15 to November 15, 
showed the sharpest employment de- 
cline for that period since 1920. Plant 
jobs were cut by 480,000, according to 
the report. Manufacturing and non- 


manufacturing jobs were fewer by a 
total of 570,000 and the weekly wage 
totals were $25,900,000 smaller. 


During this serious period of unem- 
ployment amusement games were still 
being opopsed in many cities when a 
favorable attitude toward such devices 
would give employment to many indi- 
viduals as operators and would also be 
of immense benefit to local merchants. 

The music and vending machine di- 
visions of the coin-operated machine 
trade continued to give stable employ- 
ment to operators, altho seasonal de- 
clines in earnings were reported from 
practically every center. 


The New York Times, in commenting 
on a business report, calls attention to 
figures which “show that in 1929 indus- 
trial production was 32.5 higher than it 
was in 1920, while factory employment 
was 8 per cent lower.” Anyone who 
would understand unemployment would 
have to face the fact that fewer workers 
are producing much greater quantities 
of goods—and who is going to buy them? 

“Last year industrial production rose 
43.2 per cent above 1933, while factory 
employment increased 35.4 per cent.” In 
other words, the balance between pro- 
duction and the number of people em- 
ployed in factories is still out of bal- 
ance. The only possible remedy that 
seems practical so far is to create more 
jobs in the service industries. The coin- 
operated machine trade classifies its pro- 
fessional operators and route men as in 
the service and distribution industries, 
and hence fair treatment of the coin 
machine industry will help to relieve 
unemployment at one of its most seri- 
ous points. 

One of the biggest problems before 
cities today is the need to raise funds 
to care for the poor, the handicapped, 
hospitals, etc. As an example, The Mil- 
waukee Journal recently gave the stag- 
gering estimates of funds needed in a 
city like Milwaukee: 

“A grand total of $14,969,047 will be 
needed for those who depend upon the 
city in their extremity. Here’s the roll 
call: $3,595,325 for county institutions, 
$1,048,485 for aid of dependent children, 
$1,802,085 for old age assistance, $90,000 
for blind pensions, $6,740 for soldiers’ 
relief, $350,000 for the WPA allotment 
fund, $4,360,794 for the department of 
outdoor relief and $%3,715,618.25 for fi- 
nance relief of prior years.” 


COMPLETE 
FOR $10.00 


To acquaint you better 
with the outstanding Jar 
Deals we are manufactur- 
ing, we offer you an as- 
sortment of 3 Jar Deals 
complete—one as pictured 
and 2 others similar; all 


have 2280 Tick 

ets and beautiful $10.00 

Jackpot Cards for 

Card Holders and Jars in- 
eluded. 


One-Half Deposit—Balance ©. 0. D. 


LOUISVILLE NOVELTY MFG. CO. 


330 E. Breckenridge St., Louisville, Ky. 
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CLASSICS 
CAROMS 
$28.00 
PREAKNESS 
GOLDEN WHEEL 
$41.00 


Guaranteed Like New 
Wire Deposit 
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MARC-COIN 


1211 E. 3d Dayton, Ohio 
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N Y. Looks to Show 
For New Equipment 


By BILL GERSH . 
Director Sales Promotion, Byrde, Richard 
& Pound. 


It has been many a year since there 
was sO much pre-convention talk about 
the coming 1938 Coin Machine Show 
among New York coinmen as there is 
this year. It is the topic of the hour 
in coin circles. Wherever operators and 
distributors gather conversation invari- 
ably turns to the coming convention and 
the new equipment which ops and dis- 
tribs hope they will find there that will 
make 1938 a real old-time profit year. 


Yes, operators here are really anxious 
to look over the many new ideas which 
manufacturers have promised to unveil 
at the show. Many of the men have 
stated that they are seeking new equip- 
ment which will jack up the take they 
have been realizing from their locations. 
They point to the fact that patronage 
at these spots is as good as it ever was. 
Therefore they believe that all tney need 
is some new equipment that is different 
to start the nickels again dropping into 
their coin chutes. 

The amusement games operator is one 
man who is intensely interested in the 
show. Manufacturers have circulated 
enough rumors to whet his curiosity 
thoroly. He is therefore anxious to find 
machines which will earn the kind of 
profits he wants during 1938. Most of 
the men here are hoping that some new 
type of machine will be presented that 
will meet with the approval of all law- 
enforcement bodies. The search for 
profitable legal equipment at the show 
is certain to be an intense one on the 
part of most operators, for they believe 
that machines that can be run without 
police intervention are the kind that 
will make them money. 


Certain distris believe that music 
machines will continue to lead the way 
to greater profits. Among music ops, 
however, is the cry that operating prac- 
tices must be stabilized if they are to 
prosper. Some men openly predict that 
operating conditions must be improved 
by those within the industry or future 
purchases cf machines will be dependent 
en sheer necessity. Advance indications 
are that a great deal of buying will be 
done at the show by music men, for 
many of them are said to be withholding 
purchases of new equipment until they 
look over the new models at the show. 
Some are planning to purchase enough 
equipment to take care of their needs 
for the year of 1938. 

The swing to merchandising machines 
during the past year is a sure-fire guar- 
antee that more members of the vending 
fraternity will throng the exhibit hals 
at the Hotel Sherman than in former 
years. Many of the leading cigaret 
vending men are planning to attend 
their first convention. Operators of bulk 
venders, gum and nut machines also feel 
that they are going to see a lot of new 
machines at the show. Many operators 
have stated that they are ready to pull 
old machines off their locations and re- 
place them with new streamline models 
— they expect to purchase at the 

Ow. 


Pop-corn merchandisers have caught 
the fancy of many operators here, but 
some of them are still waiting to see 
what new improvements will be shown 
on this type vender. Rumors that there 
wil be many different corn-popping 
Venders on exhibition have prompted 


BILL GERSH 


many men to decide to wait until they 
look them all over before deciding to 
operate any definite one make of ma- 
chine. Manufacturers of this equipmeny 
can expect many New Yorkers at their 
booths, for quite a lot of the men here 
feel that pop-corn merchandisers are a 
new division of the merchandising field 
and are anxious to get started in it. 


Of course, every coinman here is 
vitally interested in finding new equip- 
ment of the type that he already has 
in operation, but as a collective group 
they are hoping that some “new idea” 
will appear at the show which will create 
the same profits that the pin game did 
when it was first introduced. Many of 
the local coinmen have a hunch» that 
this “new idea” will be present at the 
show in some form or other. As a result 
there are some who are going to the 
show just in the hope of finding the 
“new idea” so that they can get in on 
the ground floor. 


Distributors here have announced that 
they are prepared to make some real 
history-making deals with manufac- 
turers provided they find the machines 
they are looking for. One distrib stated 
that he is on the lookout for a mer- 
chandising machine that will be suf- 
ficiently flexible to vend any kind of 5c 
candy. bar now on the market. Other 
distribs are on the lookout for other 
types of equipment. It won't be long 
until that search for the right sort of 
equipment will be on in Chicago. Manu- 
facturers who have the machines on 
hand to give ops and distribs what they 
want will reap the profits. Those that 
haven't . . . well, let’s hope that all ex- 
hibitors have hit machines so that 1938 
will be the top year in coin-machine 
history. 


Brunet Brigadier 
Put in Dog-House 


It is not often that slot machine edi- 
tors get fan mail from the fair sex. but 
here is one from a brunet that should 
stir all the blondes to envy. 


“To the Editor: You no doubt have 
heard many stories about the fair dam- 
sel in distress, and such a gallant per- 
son as yourself has undoubtedly been 
of assistance to someone under that 
classification at least once during your 
lifetime. So I hope you will listen to 
this plea from another dark damsel in 
distress.” 


“Now you are partly responsible for 
my plight, so you really should help me 
out of this deplorable situation, at 
which time all will be forgiven. (I 
have been accused of causing: all sorts 
of trouble for the coin machine indus- 
try, but this is the nth time I have 
ever been accused of causing a fair 
damsel any trouble—Ed.) 

“You see, it is just this way: Up to a 
few days ago I was under the impression 
that only married men, because of their 
tricky little ways, were the ones to ever 
be put in the dog-house. Now I know 
the horrible truth that that misfortune 
can befall most anyone, because the 
other two brunets in our office, Bernice 
(censored) and Loretta (censored), have 
put me there. The first two times my 
name appeared in The Billboard there 
was only a slight murmer of disap- 
proval from them. But when the last 
issue arrived and was spread out before 
their eyes there it was again. ‘They 
arose as one and glowered at me, ‘Who 
are you to get your name in The Bill- 
board all the time?” Now I’m in the 
dog-house. 


“But that is only half of it, and not 
even the worst half. A little later that 
big (censored) for whom we work, Mr. 
Joe (censored), came out and peered 
into the dog-house. I thought at first 
he felt sorry for me and was bringing 
a sandwich or something. But no, sir. 
He just glared at me and said further- 
more if I didn’t do something to help 
get rid of all this merc caendies I would 
be eating snuw-balls this winter. And 
just think, I don’t even like ice cream. 

“Now if you will mention to all those 
operators who prefer brunets that you 
think it would be nice for them to drop 
around to the Huber (censored) Com- 
pany and look over our marvelous and 
stupendous bargains we have here, and 
incidentally speak to these other two 
Shebas here, then any brunet can lead 
the whole 1938 Coin Machine Show 
Parade if she wants to.—Amber Wilson. 
Huber Coin Machine Sales Company, 
Chicago.” 


@ We 


Go the 


offer our sincere thanks for the patronage and 
loyal support that have been such dominant factors in the 
success of the cAtlas Novelty Company. 


industry’s manufacturers we tender grateful ac- 


knowledgment for the cooperation and good-will that have 
been so essential to our progress. 


In abpreciation of the confidence you have placed in us, 
we faithfully pledge a continuation of -Atlas “Griendly 
“Personal Service" 


Atal blaofog Drmwic OG ing 


ATLAS NOVELTY CO. 


CHICAGO -- 


MIAMI -- PITTSBURGH 


. 


W. 


GOLD DIGGER - MIAMI DIGGER 


SEASON’S GREETINGS 
and Best Wishes for 


A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 
-TO MY FRIENDS 


IN THE U. S. AND CANADA 


D. BARTLETT 


OFFICE AND FACTORY 
26-28-30 N. E. 54TH STREET 
MIAMI, FLA. 


DIGGER CONCESSIONS FOR FAIRS AND CARNIVALS ADDRESS ABOVE 


an 


CLOSE-OUTS 


2 ROCKOLA RECULARS, wt? { — APPEARANCE LIKE NEW..... $ 90.00 
2 ROCKOLA NICHT CLUBS L 
1 WURLITZER 616-A, FLOOR SAMPLE 


20 JENNINGS GRANDSTAND, Sc Play, Used Less Than 10 
$20.00 Each; Lot of 5 or More, $18.00 Each. 


1 BALLY RACING FORM, Perfect, $45.00. 


MOSELEY VENDING MACHINE EX. Inc., 


DAY PHONE 3-4511. 


— 


ee aa 


ee 


oo Guaranteed Same as new, 
3 PACIFIG NOLES, Like New, $45.00. 


ALL OFFERED SUBJECT TO PRIOR ome. 
-/3 CASH DEPOSIT, BALANCE C. Oo. 


00 BROAD ST., 
Richmond, Va. 


NIGHT PHONE 5-5328. 
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January 1, 1938 


THE ALL-AROUND NOVELTY HIT! 


ORDER 
TODAY! 


JUNIOR 


COUNTER GAME OR SMALL TABLE GAME 
Designed for any spot in your locations 


Candy Counter ® Cigar Counter © Stand or Any 


Available Small Floor Space! 


Full size 1” balls! 


illuminated totalizer backrack! 


High Score Play! 


ONLY 
UNIOR IS A COMPLETE GAME! 
Full size bumper springs! Large $3 SO 


Operate it as a junior table game—legs available at 


EQUALS BIG GAME EARNINGS! 


$2 extra. Specify when ordering. 


ORDER NOW! 


F.O. B. CHICAGO: 


CARGO 


Featuring An Original Scoring Idea! First ball 
played subtracts from total of 10,000 each 


time it contacts bumper springs. 


Skill tracks! 
citement! 


Color! 
PROFITS! 


Figure re- 5 
maining lighted is score to be equalled by $ 

player with remaining balls which score e 
progressively on totalizer backrack! Lights! F. O. B, 
Treasure Chests Ex- 


CHICAGO. 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY — ORDER NOW! 


GENCO, Inc." 


“COCK FIGHT” GREETS 1938! 


| Superlor’s “Cock Fight’’,. 2280-Hole, av- 
/ @rage Payout Board with accompanying 
Payout Card Is ready for you! Lavish col- 
ors make this one even greater than all the 
rest! New ways to win, NO STEP-UP! 
Made In both thin and thick. Both 5c and 
10c—longer profits. 


5c DEAL. 
Takes In 2280 @ Be ..... $114.00 


Pays Out (Average) |.... 72.66 
Profit (Average) ....$ 41.34 

10c DEAL. 
Takes In 2280 @ 10c ....$228.00 
Pays Out (Average) ..... 155.19 


SUPERIOR PRODUCTS, INC. 


“World’s Fastest Growing Salesboard 


Factory, 
14 No. Peoria St., Dept. C, Chicago, Hl. 
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For Reference 


IN ONE 


$13.75 


TAX PAID 
SIZE 10’'x14’’x4”’ 


BLACK ACES 


BOTH GAMES 


Not just two more games for you to take a chance—they 


have proved to have what it takes. Their earnings will 
surprise you even in poor locations. They provide more 
player appeal and fascination than any other counter game 
on the market. The mechanism used in this beautiful, 
sturdy, mahogany cabinet is so constructed that “‘Troubie 
Trips” are unknown. Easy to understand. Cannot be 
cheated. 


The center disc revolves, 
keeping the three balls in 
continuous motion. When 
the disc stops the balls 
settie into chambers 
which denote the winning 
score. 


Distributed Solely by C. & M. Specialty Company, 213 N. Peters St., New Orleans, La. 


KRAMER 


New 


853 Carondelet Street 
Orleans, 


Manufacturing Company Louisiana 


Thank You for Mentioning The Billboard. 


EAST ORANGE, N. J., Dec. 25.—Wide 
coverage is the best way to describe the 
amusement game license ordinance re- 
cently passed by the city council here. 
Ordinance is favorable in that it does 
not explicitly forbid the operation of 
any particular type of machine. It plays 
no favorites, in fact, but simply classi- 
fies all coin-operated games under the 
heading of “automatic amusement 
games, commonly known and designated 
as bagatelle, ski-ball, baseball, golf or 
pin amusement games or similar ma- 
chines or devices.” 


Under the terms of this ordinance 
machines will be licensed in the name of 
the proprietor of the premises where 
the machine is to be installed. Rate is 
$25 for each machine and license is 
transferable from one machine to an- 
other. Locations are allowed only five 
machines and must prohibit games being 
played by those under 16 years of age. 

The complete text of the ordinance is 
publishec below for reference purposes: 


THE CITY OF EAST ORANGE 
ORDINANCES OF 1937 
Number 6 . 
AMUSEMENT LICENSE 

CLERK’S OFFICE OF THE CITY OF 
EAST ORANGE, N. J. 

AN ORDINANCE concerning automatic 
amusement games of the type commonly 
known and designated as bagatelle, ski- 
ball, baseball, gglf or pin amusement 
games or similar machines or devices 
and providing for the licensing and regu- 
lation of such machines maintained, 
operated or used within the City of 
East Orange and providing penalties for 
any violation thereof. 


BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council 
of the City of East Orange: 

Section 1. On and after the effective 
date of this ordinance the operation of 
all automatic amusement games or the 
type commonly known and designated 
as bagatelle, ski-ball, baseball, golf or 
pin amusement games or similar ma- 
vhines or devices operated, maintained 
or used in any public or quasi-public 


place, or in any building, store or other 
place wherein the public are invited or 
wherein the public may enter, and par- 
ticularly, but not by way of limitations, 
all coin or coin substitute operated 
automatic amusement devices of the 
type commonly known as _ bagatelle 
games, ski-ball, baseball games, golf 
games or pin amusement games or simi- 
lar machines or devices operated, main- 
tained or used as aforesaid may be li- 
censed in the manner following and 
shall not be placed, operated or main- 
tained within the City of East Orange 
until a license for such purpose has been 
obtained; provided, however, that no li- 
cense shall be issued to any person who 
shall have been convicted of crime or 4 
violation of any City Ordinance involv- 
ing gambling, and provided further that 
if a license has been issued and the 
person to whom it has been issued shall 
thereafter be convicted of crime or 4 
violation of any City Ordinance involv- 
ing gambling, said license shall imme- 
diately be revoked by the Mayor. The 
license herein provided for shall be 
issued by the City Clerk. 


Section 2. The word “person” as used 
in this ordinance shall mean any in- 
dividual, firm, member of firm, partner- 
ship or corporation. 


Section 2.. The license for the placing, 
operation, maintenance or use of such 
amusement devices or machines men- 
tioned aforesaid shall be issued to and 
in the name of the proprietor of the 
premises where the machine is to be 
installed and shall expire on the first 
day of June next following the issuance 
thereof, and the fee for the issuance of 
such license shall be Twenty-Five (#25) 
Dollars for each machine licensed; pro- 
vided, however, that when such license 
is issued after December 1 of any yeat 
the applicant shall be required to pay 
one-half of the full fee for the year, and 
such license shall expire on June 1! 
following. 


Section 4. A separate application {or 
each machine shall be filed on a form 
to be furnished by the City Clerk, whic# 
form shall show the name of the appli- 
cant, post office address, whether or no? 
the person making the application has 
been convicted of crime or a violation of 
any City Ordinance involving gambling, 
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and such application shall be verified by 
an affidavit of the applicant, and if a 
corporation by an officer of the same 
authorized to make such application. 
The fee for the license shall be payable 
with the filing of the application, and if 
the application is rejected the fee shall 
be returned to the applicant. 

Section 5. No such device or machine 
as specified in this ordinance shall be 
placed, operated, maintained or used 
in any back room of the premises where 
the machine is licensed. The license 
issued by the City of East Orange shall 
be affixed thereto in a conspicuous 
place so that the same shall be easily 
and quickly identified. Said license 
shall on its face disclose the name and 
post office address of the licensee, the 
amount of the license fee, and shall 
briefly state that the machine or device 
to which the same is affixed is licensed 
for operation by the City of East Orange. 

Section 6. The holder of such license 
shall be permitted to transfer the license 
within the period for which it is issued 
to another like machine operated in the 
same premises. Said licensee may also 
transfer a license from one premise to 
another, provided said licensee imme- 
diately notifies the City Clerk of such 
transfer. Licenses issued hereunder shall 
not be transferable from one person to 
another. 

Section 7. Not more than five ma- 
chines or devices of any type or 
shall be permitted to be used or operated 
in any one place, location or premises. 

Section 8. Any licensee who shall offer 
or pay any.reward, gift, prize or mer- 
chandise to any person or persons using 
or operating any such machine or de- 
vice, or who shall use or permit to be 
used any of the machines or devices so 
licensed for the purpose of gambling 
shall be deemed to be guilty of a viola- 
tion of this ordinance and shall be 
punishable therefore as hereinafter pro- 
vided. 

Section 9. Any person who shall per- 
mit a minor under the age of sixteen 
(16) years to play or operate any of the 
machines or devices licensed by this 
ordinance shall be deemed to be guilty 
of a violation of this ordinance and 
punishable therefore as herein provided. 

Section 10. This ordinance is enacted 
for the purpose of raising revenue and 
for the regulation and control of auto- 
matic amusement games of the type 
commonly known and designated as 
bagatelle, ski-ball, baseball, golf or pin 
amusement games or similar machines 
or devices. 

Section 11. Any person (not including 
a corporation) violating any of the pro- 
visions of this ordinance shall upon con- 
viction thereof be punishable by a fine 
in any sum not exceeding Two Hundred 
($200) Dollars, or in default thereof may 
be imprisoned in the Covnty Jail for a 
period not exceeding ninety (90) days: 
any corporation violating any of the 
provisions of this ordinance shall upon 
conviction thereof pay a fine of not 
more than Two Hundred ($200) Dollars, 
—— may be recovered in an action of 

ebt. 

Section 12. If for any reason any sece 
tion or provisions of this ordinance shall 
be questicned in any court and shall be 
held to be unconstitutional or in- 


JOE HUBER, the “biggest man in 
the industry,” is certainly happy 
about doing his Christmas shopping 
at Western Equipment—even if the 
camera couldn’t include all of him. 


Hotel Assn. Favors 
Legalizing Games 


By J. EDWARD MONAHAN 
Proprietor Mark West Springs Hotel, 
Santa Rosa, Calif. 


At a recent meeting of the Hotel and 
Resort Conference of the Redwood Em- 
pire Association a resolution was passed 
by the members and recommended to 
the executive committee that a bill be 
placed before the State Legislature 
whereby coin-operated games would be 
legalized. Members of the conference 
were behind the resolution to a man 
and feel that inasmuch as they pay 
dues into the parent organization it 
should support them in this drive. 

It is estimated that $3,000,000 would 
be dumped into the coffers of the State 
by the legalization of amusement games. 
This could be applied to the Old-Age 
Pension Fund and take the burden off 
the taxpayers’ shoulders. I believe that 
the average citizen will agree with me 
that the Old-Age Pension Fund is a more 
worthy cause than the one to which 
money collected from horse racing goes 
at the present time. 

I cannot understand why our attorney- 
general was so hot after coin machines, 
unless it was due to pressure on the part 
of the horse-racing interests. The hotel 
and resort owners pay their share of 
State taxes and consequently feel that 
they are entitled to just as much pro- 
tection and just as many privileges as 
any other business. 

Modern coin machines are the product 
of a mechanical age and should be recog- 
nized as such. Automobiles and other 
mechanical developments have changed 
the habits of a majority of the people. 
Our government should be progressive 
enough to recognize these facts and 
attune itself to the times. 

In the early days of pinball there was 
a lot of talk about carrying a test case 
to the U. S. Supreme Court. The na- 
tional Constitution, as I read it, has no 
provision against lotteries or gambling. 
How could it when in the days of the 
birth of the Constitution many reputable 
institutions like Harvard University were 
financed thru lotteries? 

To my way of thinking it would be a 
good idea if the hotel and resort owners 
of California would take steps to place 
the question of legalizing amusement 
machines on the 1938 ballot. This could 
be done by getting 186,378 names. Un- 
derstanding would be, of course, that 
revenue derived from licensing games 
would go toward the Old-Age Pension 
Fund. This measure would greatly stim- 
ulate business progress in this State and 
produce numerous other benefits. 


valid, the same shall not be held to 
affect any other section or provision of 
this ordinance. 

Section 13. All other ordinances con- 
cerning automatic amusement games of 
the type commonly known and desig- 
nated as bagatelle, ski-ball, baseball, 
golf or pin amusement games be and 
the same are hereby repealed, and all 
ordinances and parts of ordinances in- 
consistent with the provisions of this 
ordinance be and the same are hereby 
repealed. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
ordinance was passed by the City Coun- 
cil of the City of East Orange on July 
12, 1937, and approved by the Mayor on 
July 13, 1937. ALICE I. WEBSTER, 

City Clerk. 


British Lawyer 
Criticizes Laws 


LONDON, Dec. 25.—Criticism of the 
betting laws of this country was made 
at Cardiff Police Court on Monday by 
C. Stuart Hallinan, solicitor, Cardiff, 
while defending clients in a betting case. 

“These proceedings are brought under 
an Act of 1853. Betting methods have 
very considerably changed since the time 
that Act was brought into being, and it 
was not then contemplated that cases 
such as this would arise,” said Hallinan. 

“It is not for me to criticize the law, 
but I must say that the whole law re- 
lating to betting is in a very great mud- 
die. If you send a bet by post or by 
telephone it is all right, but if you walk 
in with it that is an offense. 

“No Act of Parliament is going to stop 
the British public from betting. Betting 
is going on thruout this country’s length 
and breadth all day, every day and every 


HAPPY NEW YEAR; | 


IS MORE THAN A SLOGAN WHEN YOU OPERATE 


00% LEGAL! 
@ FAST MONEY-MAKER! 
@ DE LUXE CABINET! 
@ REALISTIC! 
@ NON-ELECTRIC! 


Open your territory and keep 
it open with BALLY BAS- 
KETS! And earn big money, 
too! Absolutely legal —no 
Duplicates 
all the thrills of real basket 
ball! COMPETITIVE PLAY 
gold mine in any location— 
and actually EARNING MORE 
THAN MANY NOVELTY PIN 
GAME HITS! Get in on the 
ground floor—order today! 


LOW PRICE 
WILL ASTOUND YOU 
Write or See Your Jobber 


BALLY BASKETS: |: 


awards possible! 


Write for circulars on BULL’S EYE novelty hit; BALLY STABLES one- 
shot; FAIRGROUNDS multiple one-shot; SADDLE CLUB, BALLY 
CLUB HOUSE, and TURF SPECIAL consoles; LITE-A-PAX counter 
game. 


BALLY MANUFACTURING CO. 


2640 BELMONT AVENUE CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


ite 
> 


IT’S NEW! —_IT’S HOT! 
IT’S A WOW! SUE 


-THE BIG APPLE- fc22 “522 


A NEW THIN HARLICH 
JACKPOT BOARD 


ecccce 
4445646455451 


IT’S GOT THAT EXTRA Pe ee eee Pee 
WALLOP THAT BUILDS sessesseenssssssssassss 
PROFITS—FAST tetttrttttitte ttettt 

No. 11043 1000 Holes ttt tt 

Takes in ......$50.00 ii33i 

prema SA ‘oeee Sak : one ttt) 

Av. Gross Profit. $24.00 950 | seussssssssanstees 

EAC 


ORDER TODAY! 
BE FIRST! 


HARLICH MFG. CO. 


2292200 22 
LAST PORCH iH EACH SECTION RECENWES PERCH If BiB APPLE “JCA OT 


H 
PLUS 10% TAX 


1413 W. JACKSON BLVD. 


Slug Visible Slotted Coin Counter 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS. 
MR. OPERATOR—If you want to 
waste time, that is your business. 


ey th 50. ra 
PENNIES j 
If you want to save time, let this be ~~ THE ACCURATE COTY COUNTER Company i 3 


our business. Our method of count- ee ( ’ . ive 
ing and tubing coins is the answer. - 
Transparent, with slot gauge giving 
— = in —_ shows 
up slugs, easily emptied into roll 
it Tubes and Counts, tubes. The best hand counter doing 
work of mechanical coOnter. Try a sample, $1.25 each, or 
$2.50 a set consisting of penny and nickel counter. The 
penny counter can also be used for tubing dimes. 


Wrapper Tubes, 75¢ per 1,000 in 
le, 5e, 10c, 25¢e, 50¢ Sizes. 
Write for Big Lot Prices. : 

Accurate Coin Counter Co., at 
Patton, Pennsylvania 


REGULAR SALES BOARDS 


Now Manufacturing STANDARD SALESBOARDS—Ranging from 1 
Holes. Also Manufacture Full Line of Push Cards. 00 to 1,000 


jobbers and Operators Write for 1938 Catalogue. 


CENTRAL PRESS 425,MARKET sTREET 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


When Writing to Advertisers Mention The Billboard. 
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AMUSEMENT MACHINES 


January 1, 1938 
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1938 GALLOPING DOMINOS 


EVANS’ NEW 7-COIN HEAD! 


Refined! Restyled! Absolutely the 
last word in coin machine perfection! 
Unmatched by any other game before! 
Today, this EVEN GREATER King of 
Consoles stands far above every com- 
parison! 


Greatest improvement 
dustry! 
stop the gyp-artist! 
of overlapping coins, 


juloid, etc. 


Restyled Cabinet, black walnut and quilted 
maple! Gyp-proof 7-Coin Head! Foiler prevents 
all cycling and synchronization! - New Power: Pak 
overcomes voltage drop! Cabinet Ventilation 
eliminates heating! Large Payout Cup or con- 
cealed Locked Drawer optional! Drastical'y « 
simplified Mechanism, EVANS _precision-en- 
gineered! Coin Head and Mechanism entirely re, 
movable fram cabinet! Many other new Master- 
Featufes—BUT NOT ONE CENT OF ADDI- 
TIONAL COST! : Sold on EVANS’ famous 10-Day 
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE! 


BANG 


Roulette 


2 
q 


| 
I Fruit Vender 


Buy the emery streamlined ZEPHYR Cigarette Machine and gonetoe Cree of charge extra “Frult 


ee 


Two macuines IN ONE LEPHYR cigarette Vender or Bel 


Reel’ strips—thus getting the benefit of two machines for the price of 
Engineers designed an entirely new Mechanism for this machine. R spin much faster, com- 
pletely without noise and are brought to a positive stop from which they cannot be shaken. 


Ball Gum Vender with visible display. Large Cigarette or Fruit symbols. 4 Reward Cards. 


BAL | MINTS ~~ 100 Rolls, 75c. 


L GUM 150 a Box (100 Pieces) ” 
Case Lots (100 Boxes), $12.00 (1,000 Rolls), $6.50 


1922 FREEMAN AVE. 


« CINCINNATI, OHIO 


=] GLOBE 1938 WINNER 


SHIP-AHOY 


1500 HOLES 
WOON: iar win: s onda Lg o Ss eels $75.00 
eS EE nos iG ees Bales nein 41.00 
Price $3.56, Plus 10° Tax. 
Beautiful in Design and Color. A Splendid 


Money Maker. 


GLOBE PRINTING CO. 
1023-27 Race St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
Send for Our Catalog. 


Guaranteed to positively 
Prevents grief 
thick coins, 
slugs, gum, string, metal strips, cel- 
Last 3 coins in each 
chute visible at distance! 
and Manufactured by EVANS—ob- 
tainable only on EVANS Games! 
GALLOPING DOMINOS 
Superb Dice Payout. 
iTAILS 
Horse Race Payout De Luxe. 
ROLLETTO, JR. 
in Super-Payout. 
Order from your Jobber, or Write, Wire or 
Phone HAYmarket 7630. 


H.C. EVANS & CO. 


1522-28 Ww. Adams St., CHICAGO 


MORE MONEY--NO GRIEF! 


You can’t carry a 7-ton load on a 1 
earnings with single slots! 
PROFITS. So gyp-proof, it saves 
EVANS’ 7-Coin Games occupy no more space, cost no more to operate. 
They give you the MOST for your money WITHOUT any grief! 


Use EVANS’ 
cost of 


in the in- 


Patented 


TICKET PAYOUT 
MODEL @ CHECK 
PAYOUT MODEL 
UNBREAKABLE 

EXTRA 


OPTIONAL 


CMA of New Jersey 


= Seeks Big Exhibit 


NEWARK, N. J., Dec. 25. — Officials 
of the Cigaret Merchandisers Associa- 
tion of New Jersey, Inc., announced that 
they will hold their first annual ban- 
quet and exhibit here shortly after mem- 
bers return from the convention in 
Chicago. 

According to LeRoy B. Stein, manager 
of the organization, the association is 
endeavoring to have on hand as com- 
plete an exhibition of cigaret venders 
now on the market as it is possible to 
obtain. A historical exhibit is also 
planned in which the progress of the 
cigaret venders will be shown, from the 
first crude models of years gone by to 
the present modernistically designed 
machines of today. , Invitations are 
being sent to many leading manufac- 
turers, Stein reported, announcing the 
dates of the exhibit and seeking their 
co-operation to have their machines on 
hand. 


T. Blatt Celebrates 
New Home Opening 


BROOKLYN, Dec. 25.— Just to cele- 
brate the opening of his new home in 
this city, Teddy Blatt, well known 
attorney of the Greater New York Vend- 
ing Machine Operators’ Association, 
tossed a cocktail party last week for 
members of the industry here. Many 
operators and distributors are reported 
to have been on hand, including John 
A. Fitzgibbons, Dave Robbins, Willie 
Blatt, Saul Kalson, Bart Hartnett and 
some 50 others. 

Many men prominent in civic affairs 
were also on hand to enjoy-the festivi- 
ties. This list included Supreme Court 
Justice Mitchell May, Magistrate David 
Malbin, Councilman Albert Schanzer 
and others. 

The new home of Blatt’s came in for 
a lot of praise from the guests assembled 
for the housewarming. All present are 
reported to have wished him the best 
of luck and happiness in his new home. 


-ton truck! 
new 7-COIN Head and MAKE TOP 


GLASS PLAYING 


You can’t get 7-coin 


machine in the losses it ends! Be 


OF ALL LATEST 


WRITE NOW 


FITZGIBBONS 


DISTRIBUTORS, inc. 
453 W. 47th St., New York 


362 Mulberry St., Newark,N.J. 


RECONDITIONED 


ONE BALL PAYOUT TABLES 


Arlingtons $50.00 
Foto-Finish. 50.00 
amco Races 50.00 


By BBBRR 
83 33383833 


a 33335 


_— 
na 


1 MAGIC FINGER .......... 
5S 1936 ELECTRO HOISTS .... 
10 1935 ELECTRO HOISTS .... 


41/3 Deposit With Order - Balance C. O. D. 


SAVOY VENDING CO. 


406-8 W. FRANKLIN ST. 
BALTIMORE, MD. 


58 
333 
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ROCKO BALL 


i Bom. & f 


Ready 


Now 
New, 1938 
Rock-O-Ball 


Immediate shipment guaranteed on sensational 1938 Rock-O-Ball 


Rock-O-Ball, the most consistent profit-producer of the past year, is NOW ANNOUNCED 
IN 1938 MODEL. Ready to carry on to higher earnings . . . restyled in a twelve-foot 
length . . . more practical where space is limited. Join the thousands of operators who 
have enjoyed great success with Rock-O-Ball. No need waiting till Showtime . . . 
It’s ready—tIt’s proven—CGet out in front in your territory. Mechanical improvements for 
1938 include rubber silencing pads, vulcanized live rubber cups, new coating process on 
playing surface and many other changes. Rock-O-Ball is thrilling—appeals to the multi- 
tudes—young and old. A positive business stimulator—locations welcome it and operators 


enjoy the steady earnings. Cet your share of profits continuously over a long period of 
time by operating Rock-O-Balls. 


Order your ROCK-O-BALLS Today—On Deferred Time Payments If You Wish. 


ROCK-OL MFG. CORPORATION 
800 N. KEDZIE AVE., CHICAGO, ILL. 
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oi TR i EE TO Ragen cd Gre ae i tae 


Just released, these 


BLUEBIRD RECORDS 


by Art Kassel and his “WASSELS 
IN THE AIR” are already bringing 
the latest hits to the nation: 
B-7266 
“Silhouetted In The Moonlight” 
“I’ve Hitched My Wagon To A Star” 
B-72855 
“Rosalie” 
“Thrill Of A Lifetime” 
B-7257 
“There’ 3A Gold Mine In The Sky” 
“Blue Sweetheart” 
“Thi B-7 a. 
Are Loo! Up” 
“I Cant’ Be Bothered Now” 
B-7184 
“The One Rose” 
. “Deoodle-Doo-Doo” 
The wise Wurlitzer operator will 
put the newest records on his 
phonographs and change them 
often! It pays! 


IOI Pe Ott ta ah hale) 


® Now touring the country on a 
series of one-night engagements in 
the nation’s leading ballrooms, Art 
Kassel and his “‘Kassels in the Air” 
are broadcasting their distinctive 
rhythms far and wide, to the delight 
of thousands. 


To the delight of millions every 
night, gathered in the taverns and 
restaurants of the nation, Art Kassel 
and other big names in modern 
music “play a date” at the flick of a 
finger. In these locations, whose lim- 
itations require them to seek auto- 
matic music, famous orchestras play 
requests and encores by the hour, 
reproduced with matchless fidelity 


by the Wurlitzer Phonograph. 


The Wurlitzer Automatic Phono- 
graph is the favorite of patrons 
everywhere— is therefore in demand 
by location owners from coast to 
coast. Capitalize on this popularity 
— your opportunity to make money! 
Write for full particulars. 


THE RUDOLPH WURLITZER COMPANY 


NORTH TONAWANDA, NEW YORK 


Canadian Factory: 
RCA-Victor Co., Ltd., Montreal, Quebec, Canada 


ART KASSEL and bis “Kassels 

In The Air” are now appear- 

ing in ballrooms on tour 
throughout the country. 
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